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INTRODUCTORY. 


Publishers  of  Medical  Journals  have  usually  complained  of  insuffi- 
cient support.  Many  of  our  periodicals  have  suspended  because  the 
receipts  did  not  amount  to  one-half  the  expenditures.  Our  own 
history  has  been  different.  During  the  past  year  we  have  not  had  a 
dozen  discontinuances,  and  almost  all  our  subscribers  have  promptly 
paid  for  their  subscriptions.  An  accurate  account  of  expenses  and 
receipts  shows  a  handsome  amount  on  the  right  side  of  the  account. 

Encouraged  by  this  very  liberal  support,  we  have  enlarged  the 
size  of  our  Journal  to  forty-eight  pages,  and  made  other  changes 
which  will  doubtless  be  regarded  as  improvements. 

We  are  well  assured  that  the  efforts  of  our  contributors  have  ena- 
bled us  to  make  our  Journal  valuable  heretofore.  We  wish  again  to 
express  our  obligations,  and  to  assure  them  that  we  shall  ever  feel 
grateful  for  their  assistance.  With  their  aid  we  hope  to  make  up  at 
least  one-half  of  each  number  with  valuable  original  papers,  and  the 
remainder  with  a  collection  of  readable  and  instructive  matter,  judi- 
ciously selected. 

The  Journal  will  continue  to  be  devoted  to  the  interests  of  hom- 
oeopathic physicians,  particularly  those  in  active  practice.  We  shall 
not  solicit  subscriptions  from  laymen,  or  attempt  to  make  a  magazine 
suitable  for  popular  reading. 

Articles  will  be  classified  as  follows  : 

PaACTiCE  OF  Medicine,  Surgery, 

Materia  Medica,  Obstetrics, 

Physiology,  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 

Miscellany,  Personal  Notices, 

Our  Collbges,  Book  Notices,  &c. 

Practice  of  Medicine. — Elaborate  articles  will  appear,  but  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  brief  clinical  reports.  Preference  will  be 
given  to  reports  of  cases  treated  with  one  remedy  throughout.  We 
hope  that  each  subscriber  will  send  us  a  detailed  account  of  the  treat- 
ment of  at  least  one  case,  with  some  one  remedy  exclusively ^  during 
the  year  1866.  A  small  amount  of  labor  for  any  one  physician,  but 
the  report  in  the  aggregate  will  be  invaluable.  When  a  physician 
writes  to  the  effect  that  there  is  an  epidemic  of  some  particular  form 
of  disease  prevailing  in  his  neighborhood,  and  that  he  finds  some  one 
remedy  more  effective  than  atiy  other,  we  thank  him,  but  l\i^  o\A\^^- 
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tion  would  be  very  much  greater  if  he  would  give  us  the  characteris- 
tic symptoms  cured. 

Materia  Medica. — The  development  and  improvement  of  our 
Materia  Medica,  particularly  new  provings  of  indigenous  plants,  will 
receive  attention,  and  we  hope  to  receive  very  frequent  contributions 
to  this  object. 

Surgery. — More  attention  will  be  devoted  to  this  department. 
Contributions  are  promised  by  several  homoeopathic  surgeons  of  note. 

Obstetrics. — Repprts  of  treatment  of  difl&cult  cases,  application 
of  new  remedies,  &c.,  &c.,  will  be  acceptable. 

Physiology. — Papers  of  an  interesting  character  by  a  well  known 
writer,  may  be  expected.     We  hope  also  to  hear  from  others. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. — Under  this  head  we  hope  to  present 
naany  items  of  interest  to  the  general  practitioner. 

Our  Colleges. — Notices  of  their  progress  and  prospects,  number 
of  students  in  attendance,  &c.,  &c.,  will  appear  from  time  to  time 
under  the  names  of  the  different  professors.  If  editorial  references 
are  made,  we  shall  aim  to  be  impartial — '*  the  friend  of  all,the  enemy 
of  none.'' 

Book  Notices,  etc. — We  hope  every  month  to  be  able  to  publish 
a  list  of  the  medical  books  which  are  issued,  and  to  make  suck  refer- 
ences, extracts  and  reviews  as  may  appear  to  be  appropriate. 

Personal  Notices. — We  may  devote  a  page  each  month  to  per- 
sonal notices,  and  will  thank  our  friends  for  any  items  of  general 
interest  for  publication. 

We  shall  not  disfigure  our  pages  with  advertisements.  Business 
notices,  price  lists,  etc.,  will  appear  in  the  colored  cover,  which  can 
be  thrown  aside  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Criticisms  of  a  fair  character  will  be  welcomed,  but  all  unjust 
reflections,  and  offensive  personalities,  will  be  promptly  rejected. 

Having  fitted  up  a  printing  ofl&ce,  furnished  it  with  good  materials, 
and  obtained  experienced  workmen,  we  expect  not  only  to  have  the 
mechanical  part  well  executed,  but  to  have  the  time  of  publication 
within  our  own  control.  Hereafter  our  subscribers  may  expect  the 
Journal  by  the  first  day  of  each  month. 

With  sufficient  capital  invested  in  the  enterprise,  a  valuable  corps 
of  contributors  engaged,  and  a  large  tubscription,  the  year  is  com- 
menced under  flattering  auspices.  Hitherto  Providence  has  blessed 
our  efforts.  We  hope  that  He  will  crown  our  future  labors  with 
success,  that  the  Magazine  may  become  still  more  useful. 

Wishing  each  of  our  friends  a  very 'Happy  New-Year,  we   beg 
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leave  to  say  that  we  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  each  of 
them  with  a  copy  of  the  poem,  "  Medical  Pomposity,  or  the 
Doctor's  Dream.  By  W.  TouHelmuth,  M.  D.,"  if  they  will  kindly 
remember  us  with  their  subscriptions,  during  the  month  of  January. 


-•-♦"^ 
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ASIATIC    CHOLERA. 


Observations  on  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 


BY   THOMAS  WILSON,   M.   D.,   HULL.* 


From  (British)  Monthly  Homeopathic  Review,  Nov. 

During  the  great  outbreak  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  England  in  the 
year  1849,  such  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  frightful  malady 
occurred  to  me  as  seldom  happens  to  a  medical    man  in   this  country. 

I  was  practising  allopathically  in  Hull  during  the  entire  period  of 
the  visitation  ;  according  to  the  Registrar  Glenerars  report  it  was 
worse  in  this  than  in  any  other  town  in  the  kingdom.  Having  during 
that  time  attended  400  cases  of  cholera  and  cholerine,  of  which  45 
were  fatal,  ample  opportunity  was  afforded  me  of  studying  its  nature. 

A  careful  experimental  investigaftion  has  led  me  to  entertain  those 
views  of  the  pathological  nature  of  cholera  which  I  now  propose  to 
lay  before  you. 

Definition. — Cholera  is  the  result  of  poisonous  or  depressing 
agents  in  the  atmosphere,  giving  rise  to  coagulation  of  the  fibrin  of 
the  blood  ;  the  coagula,  impeding  the  circulation  through  the  capil- 
laries, obstruct  the  flow  of  blood,  and  eventually  produce  all  the 
symptoms  characteristic  of  the  disease. 

Having  thus  defined  what  I  believe  to  be  its  pathological  nature, 
I  will  proceed  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  our  present  knowledge  of 
cholera,  with  the  opinions  which  appear  to  support  this  theory. 

"  Premonitory  Symptoms. — These  generally  consist  of  pallor,  col- 
lapse of  countenance,  and  an  expression  of  anxiety ;  slight  pain  in 
the  forehead,  noise  in  the  ears  and  vertigo  ;  sickness,  heat  and  pain 
at  the  epigastrium ;  oppression  at  the  chest,  sighing,  nervous  excite- 
ment, loss  of  muscular  power,  uneasiness,  colicky  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men, with  slight  diarrhoea ;    the   evacuation  being  at  first  feculent, 

*  Read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Northern  Homceopathic  Associatioii  at  lieeda,  Octo\i«i !%>  \%%. 
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afterwards  watery  or  serous  ;  slight  cramps  of  the  legs  ;  oppressed, 
weak,  small,  slow,  creeping,  or  intermitting  pulse  ;  the  surface  of  the 
body  cold,  clammy,  or  moist.  These  ailments  may  continue  for  days, 
but  sometimes  only  for  a  few  hours,  at  others  not  many  minutes. 
Cases  have  occurred  where  they  have  been  scarcely  remarked,  the 
patient  having  been  struck  down  almost  lifeless,  with  a  dark  or  livid 
state  of  the  surface,  and  all  the  symptoms  characterising  the  fully 
formed  state  of  the  disease." 

"  The  fully  developed  malady^  consists  of  great  vertigo,  nervous 
agitation,  oppression  of  the  chest  and  praecordia,  with  complete  loss 
of  muscular  energy  ;  cramps,  commencing  at  the  fingers  and  toe«,  rap- 
idly extending  to  the  trunk ;  slow,  thready  and  weak  pulse ;  great 
collapse  of  the  countenance,  the  eyes  being  sunk  deep  in  their  sockets, 
surrounded  by  a  dark  circle  ;  vomiting  and  purging  of  a  fluid  resem- 
bling whey,  or  rice-water,  containing  whitish  flocculi ;  a  peculiar  sharp 
and  contracted  state  of  the  features,  wild  and  terrified  expression  of 
countenance,  arising  from  a  feeling  of  rapidly  approaching  dissolution. 
The  whole  surface,  particularly  the  hands,  face  and  extremities,  as- 
sumes a  leaden,  blue,  or  purplish  tint,  varying  in  shade  with  the 
intensity  of  the  attack  and  complexion  of  the  person  ;  the  extremities 
are  shrunk,  shrivelled,  sodden,  and  the  skin  is  deadly  cold,  damp  and 
raw  to  the  touch  ;  the  nails  have  a  bluish  white  hue  ;  the  pulse  is 
either  reduced  to  a  minute  thread,  or  is  entirely  lost  at  the  wrist,  and 
often  can  with  difficulty  be  felt  at  the  neck  ;  the  course  of  the  large 
superficial  veins,  is  marked  by  flat  lines  of  a  darker  tint  than  the 
adjoining  surface ;  a  burning  heat  and  inexpressible  anxiety  is  com- 
plained of  at  the  epigastrium ;  the  patient  tosses  about  incessantly, 
from  a  feeling  of  intolerable  weight  and  anguish  around  his  heart ; 
he  struggles  for  breath,  and  often  lays  his  hand  on  the  stomach  and 
chest,  referring  his  agony  chiefly  to  those  situations  ;  his  voice  is 
nearly  gone,  and  his  respiration  is  quick,  irregular,  most  laborious  and 
imperfect;  the  inspiratory  act  being  effected  by  an  immense  effort, 
expiration  being  quick  and  convulsive.  The  patient  calls  frequently 
for  cold  water,  speaks  in  plaintive  whispers,  and  utters  only  a  word 
at  a  time,  the  lungs  not  containing  air  enough  for  a  sentence.  The 
tongue  is  always  moist,  often  white  and  loaded,  generally  flabby  and 
cold.  A  thermometer  introduced  below  the  tongue,  indicates  an  ani- 
mal temperature  frequently  of  ten  or  twelve  degrees  below  the  stand- 
ard of  health.  The  sense  of  touch  is  generally  greatly  obscured, 
deafness  is  often  present.  If  blood  be  abstracted  in  this  state,  it  is 
black,  flows  by  drops,  is  thick,  and  feels  colder  than  natural ;  the  air 
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which  is  expired  is  cold  and  raw.  Vomiting  and  purging,  which  are 
far  from  being  the  most  dangerous  symptoms,  are  often  the  most  re- 
markable in  the  least  urgent  cases,  and  are  generally  slight,  or  at  least 
not  profuse,  in  those  attacks  where  the  sinking  of  the  vital  energies 
is  the  most  rapid. 

"  The  secr'etion  of  urine  is  totally  suspended,  as  well  as  the  bil- 
iary, salivary,  and  lachrymal  fluids  ;  a  peculiar  earthy  odour  issues 
from  the  body,  with  a  singular  fetor  of  the  perspirations  and  evac- 
uations. 

"When  the  intense  attack  takes  place  without  previous  diarrhoea, 
then  the  vomiting  and  purging  of  watery  or  rice-colored  fluid, — from 
the  escape  of  the  watery  portion  of  the  blood  from  the  digestive  mu- 
cous surface, — are  most  marked  ;  the  quantity  of  the  fluid  thrown 
out,  both  upwards  and  downwards,  in  a  few  minutes,  being  often 
extremely  great."* 

T  will  next  draw  attention  to  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  disease. 

"  In  cases  terminating  fatally  in  the  blue  stage,  the  chief  change 
is  in  the  blood,  which  has  lost  the  greater  part  of  its  serum,  from  exu- 
dation through  the  digestive  mucous  surface ;  the  blood  is  thick  and 
treacle-like  in  the  large  veins,  the  cavities  of  the  heart  are  engorged 
with  blood.  The  lungs  are  completely  paralysed,  and  unable  to  per- 
form the  respiratory  changes. 

"  It  is  important  to  know,  that  poisoning  from  acrid  or  narcotic 
substances,  particularly  from  tobacco  and  the  white  hellebore,  and 
some  of  the  animal  poisons,  produce  symptoms  closely  resembling 
those  of  this  pestilence. "f 

Dr.  Copland  also  observes,  "  Whatever  the  exact  origin  of  cholera, 
there  seems  little  doubt  that  it  is  inhaled  into  the  lungs,  where  it  acts 
as  a  poison,  depressing  the  energy  of  the  nerves  supplying  this  organ , 
and  impeding  those  changes  which  the  blood  undergoes  in  the  lungs. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  a  considerable  change  is  going  on,  in  a  latent 
manner,  in  the  blood,  before  the  serous  portion  of  it  is  discharged, 
and  that  this  takes  place  chiefly  in  the  lungs,  and  affects  the  vital 
relations  subsisting  between  the  serum,  fibrin,  and  colored  globules, 
as  well  as  between  the  capillary  vessels  and  blood  circulating  through 
them  ;  and  that  the  fully  developed  period  of  the  malady  is  the  result. 

"  It  has  been  shown,  both  by  post  mortem  appearances  and  the 
phenomena  presented  during  life,  that  the  requisite  pulmonary 
changes  are  not  produced  upon  the  blood,  and  that  the  emunctories 

*  Copland's  Medical  Dictionary,  Art.  "  Cholera." 
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have  their  functions  entirely  suspended  ;  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  serous  portion  of  the  blood  escapes  from  the  alimentary  canal,  in 
so  large  a  quantity  as  to  change  the  physical  condition  of  the  blood 
in  the  vessels,  and  to  render  it  unfit  for  circulation  through  them.'* 

It  is  a  well  established  fact  in  medicine  at  the  present  time  that 
coagulation  of  the  fibrin  of  the  blood  does  occur  during  life.  Dr.  W. 
Stokes,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  states, 
**An  embolus  suddenly  obstructs  an  artery,  and  causes  symptoms 
having  a  common  character,  though  of  course,  varying  according  to 
the  organ  affected — symptoms  which  are  new,  sudden,  extraordinary, 
often  violent." 

I  will  now  attempt  to  show  by  experiment  that  coagulation  of  the 
blood  does  occur  both  in  the  capillaries  and  internal  vessels  during 
life,  and  thus  point  out  how  all  the  phenomena  of  cholera  may  be  ac- 
counted for  on  the  theory  I  have  advanced,  that  the  arrest  of  the 
capillary  and  pulmonary  ch'cidation  is  from  the  commencemsnt  of  the 
disease  and  not  merely  towards  its  termination,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed. 

As  tending  to  confirm  this  theoretical  explanation  of  the  phenom- 
ena of  cholera,  I  will  here  draw  attention  to  a  few  experiments  on  the 
living  organism,  to  elucidate  the  fact  that  complete  stagnation  of  the 
circulation  can  take  place  in  portions  of  the  yascular  system,  and  even 
in  the  heart  itself,  without  proving  fatal. 

The  web  of  the  frog's  foot  submitted  to  microscopic  observation, 
while  the  animal  is  sufficiently  under  the  influence  of  ether  or  chloro- 
form to  produce  insensibility,  demonstrates  the  fact,  that  the  blood 
vessels  are  partially  or  completely  congested,  according  to  the  degree 

of  stupor  arrived  at ;  this  does  not  depend  on  the  heart's  action  being 
weakened,  as  vivisection,  when  in  this  condition,  shows   the  heart  to 

be  beating  strongly,  probably  as  much  so  as  in  the  natural  state,  and 
it  has  continued  to  do  so  for  forty  or  fifty  minutes  after  the  thorax  had 
been  opened,  although  the  animal  in  other  respects  appeared  dead. 
This  state  of  the  circulation  I  think  is  produced  by  the  chloroform  or 
ether  acting  directly  on  the  blood,  coagulating  its  fibrin  in  the  capil- 
laries and  thus  inducing  the  arrest  of  circulation  observed  ;  that  is, 
obstructing  it  mechanically.  If  this  effect  is  produced  through  the 
nervous  system,  why  does  not  arrest  of  the  action  of  the  heart  take 
place  as  well  ? 

If  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot  is  firmly  secured  and  placed  in  the  field 
of  the  microscope  and  a  drop  of  chloroform  poured  on  it,  its  general 
influence  on  the  animal  not  being  induced,  immediate  congestion  or 
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arrest  of  circulation  is  observed  to  occur.  The  same  effect  is  produced 
on  the  large  blood-vessels  of  the  mesentery  ;  this  immediate  stoppage 
of  the  movement  of  the  blood  through  the  part  wet  with  the  chloro- 
form looks  very  like  direct  chemical  action,  or  as  stated,  coagulation 
of  the  fibrin,  particularly  as  the  circulation  in  other  parts  of  the  body 
is  not  disturbed,  and  the  heart  continues  to  beat  normally. 

MuUer  states,  "  Ether  produces  no  precipitate  in  serum,  but  the 
fibrin  coagulates  when  the  liquor  sanguinis  of  filtered  frog's  blood 
drops  into  a  watch  glass  containing  ether.  The  coagulation  of  fibrin 
by  liquor  potassae  or  ether,  differs  from  its  spontaneous  coagulation, 
inasmuch  as  in  the  latter  case,  a  complete  coherent  coagulum  is 
formed,  which  is  at  first  transparent  and  gradually  becomes  turbid  or 
opaque,  while  in  the  artificial  coagulation  the  fibrin  takes  the  form  of 
separate  globules,  as  is  often  the  case  with  albumen  when^coagulated. 
The  principal  differences  between  the  solution  of  fibrin  and  that  of 
albumen  in  the  serum  are,  that  the  former  coagulates  spontaneously, 
while  albumen  coagulates  only  under  the  action  of  heat  or  certain  re- 
agents ;  and  that  the  fibrin  is  precipitated  by  ether  in  the  form  of 
globules  while  albumen  is  not.*'*  This  paragraph  shows  that  ether 
coagulates  the  fibrin  of  the  frog's  blood  out  of  the  body  ;  probably 
chloroform  has  the  same  property. 

The  inhalation  of  chloroform,  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  prob- 
ably would  be  fatal  to  human  life  in  all  cases.  Frogs  are  easily 
killed  by  its  long  continued  action  ;  I  have  repeatedly  put  them  under 
its  infiuence,  varying  the  quantity  from  the  smallest  to  the  largest 
amount  capable  of  producing  its  characteristic  effects,  in  every  instance 
death  was  the  result  in  less  than  three  days.  Ether  is  not  so  fatal  to 
these  creatures  ;  as  a  rule  they  recovered  from  its  effects.  The  same 
frog  has  been  etherized  by  me  many  times.  One  frog  which  I  kept 
for  upwards  of  eight  months,  was  during  that  time  repeatedly  submit- 
ted to  the  influence  of  ether,  and  always  perfectly  recovered. 

Having  shown  the  action  of  ether  and  chloroform  on  the  circula- 
tion in  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot,  I  can  now  draw  attention  to  the 
strong  resemblance  that  exists  between  that  condition  of  the  blood  in 
the  frog,  and  the  blue  stage  of  cholera. 

Cholera  and  its  collapse  is,  I  believe,  produced  by  a  morbific  state 
of  the  atmosphere,  augmented  by  over-crowding  of  cities  and  dwell- 
ings, compelling  the  inhabitants  to  breathe  an  atmosphere  surcharged 
with  carbonic  acid,  and  putrescent  emanations  and  deficient  in  ozone. 
Dr.  Richardson  states  that  '*  ozone  is  mixed  with  the   air  in  minute 

*  Mailer's  Elements  qf  Physiology.  *  « 
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proportions,  viz.:  one  part  in  about  10,000.  It  is  speedily  destroyed 
in  large  towns,  and  with  special  rapidity  in  crowded,  close  and  filthy 
localities.  It  gives  to  oxygen  properties  which  enables  it  to  support 
life.  Its  effects  are  destroyed  by  gredt  heat.  As  ozone  is  consumed 
completely  in  crowded  places,  and  being  essential  for  the  removal  of 
decomposing  substances  and  their  products,  no  ventilation  or  other 
mechanical  measures  of  a  sanitary  kind,  can  be  fully  efficacious,  unless 
the  air  introduced  be  made  active  by  ozone,  that  is,  it  should  be  fed 
artificially  with  ozonised  air." 

Dr.  Carpenter  observes,  **  The  continued  respiration  of  an  atmos- 
phere charged  with  the  exhalations  from  the  lungs  and  skin,  is  among 
the  most  potent  of  all  the  predisposing  causes  of  disease ;  the  pres- 
ence of  even  a  small  per  centage  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  respired  air 
is  sufficient  to  cause  a  serious  diminution  in  the  amount  of  carbonic 
acid  thrown  off,  and  of  oxygen  absorbed,  consequently  putrescent 
substances  accumulate  in  the  blood.  The  atmosphere  in  which  a 
number  of  persons  have  been  confined  for  some  time  becomes  offens- 
ive to  the  smell,  from  the  putrescent  exhalations  given  off  from  the 
skin  and  lungs  ;  this  exerts  precisely  the  same  influence  upon  the 
spread  of  zymotic  diseases,  whose  propagation  seems  to  depend  upon 
the  presence  of  fermentable  matter  in  the  blood,  as  that  which  is 
produced  by  the  diffusion  of  a  sewer  atmosphere  through  the  respired 
air.  The  pernicious  effect  of  over-crowding  is  exerted  yet  more 
through  its  tendency  to  promote  putrescence  in  the  system,  than 
through  the  obstruction  it  creates  to  the  due  elimination  of  carbonic 
acid  from  the  blood.*** 

The  state  of  congestion  that  we  witness  in  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot^ 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  greatly  resembles  the  congested 
state  of  the  entire  surface  of  the  body  in  a  cholera  patient  during 
collapse.  I  believe  that  both  in  the  case  of  the  frog  and  that  of  the 
human  subject,  this  condition  depends  on  coagulated  fibrin  in  the 
capillaries ;  in  the  case  of  the  cholera  subject,  the  coagula  having 
formed  in  the  first  instance,  in  minute  vessels  of  the  mucous  surface 
covering  the  air  cells  and  bronchial  tubes,  the  poison  having  entered 
the  circulation  by  the  pulmonary  apparatus,  and  having  produced  con- 
gestion there,  the  "  greater  '*  or  systemic  circulation  must  soon  suffer 
from  interruption  to  the  flow  of  blood  through  the  lungs,  and  circulate 
blood  that  has  not  undergone  the  process  of  arterialisation. 

From  the  appearance  of  a  patient  in  collapse,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  entire  capillary  system  is  in  a  similar  state  to  that 

*  Carpenter^a  Principles  of  Human  Physiidogy , 
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observed  in  the  web  of  the  frog*s  foot.  In  the  blue  stage  of  cholera 
there  is  evidence  of  the  blood  being  completely  stagnant  in  the 
minute  vessels  of  the  skin,  the  mucous  membranes,  liver,  kidneys, 
and  every  secreting  or  eliminating  organ  ;  the  lachrymal  gland  also  is 
implicated,  as  proved  by  the  fact  that  cholera  patients  cannot  shed 
tears.  This  condition  of  the  surfaces  must  produce  a  very  marked 
effect  upon  the  larger  blood-vessels. 

When  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot  has  been  influenced  by  chloro- 
form, a  microscopic  examination  of  it  shows  the  blood-vessels  to  be 
increased  in  diameter  by  the  distention  arising  from  the  overcrowding 
of  the  globules.  These  become  stationary,  probably  from  fibrinous 
coagulation.  The  coagula  formed  being  too  large  for  circulation 
through  the  capillaries,  and  the  vis  a  tergo  of  the  heart  being  unin- 
terrupted, the  vessels  become  completely  gorged  with  blood-globules, 
and  exudation  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  necessarily  takes  place. 

K,  then,  the  same  congested  state  exists  in  the  smaller  blood-ves- 
sels of  a  cholera  patient,  and  even  of  some  of  the  larger  arteries,  as 
the  radial,  there  being  nothing  but  blood-globules  in  the  smaller  ves- 
sels of  the  secreting  organs — there  being  no  liquor  sanguinis,  no 
motion  of  the  vital  fluid — secretions  cannot  take  place. 

So  large  an  amount  of  blood-globules  being  locked  up  in  the 
smaller  circulating  vessels,  the  larger  arteries  and  veins  must  be 
deprived  of  their  u&ual  quantity.  This  may  be  proved  in  the  case  of 
the  frog  under  the  influence  of  ether  or  chloroform,  by  an  examination 
of  the  larger  mesenteric  vessels  under  the  microscope  ;  these  are 
found  to  contain  fewer  blood-globules,  and  the  fluid  is  seen  to  be  much 
thinner  than  in  the  capillary  system.  This  point  being  established, 
we  may  fairly  assume  that  the  larger  circulating  vessels  are  also  dis- 
tended, by  the  usual  secretions  and  eliminations  being  arrested,  and 
that  the  excess  of  fluid  will  have  to  be  disposed  of;  this  is  effected 
by  the  mucous  and  other  surfaces  discharging  the  serum  or  watery 
parts  of  the  blood,  as  seen  in  the  vomiting  of  watery  fluids  and  the 
rice-water  evacuations,  characteristic  of  cholera 

If  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  arrested  in  the  smaller  vessels, 
in  cholera,  decomposition  of  the  blood-globules  must  soon  take  place. 
In  collapse,  the  sense  of  smell  enables  us  always  to  detect  incipient 
putrefaction.  The  coldness  of  the  breath  and  of  the  body,  the  defi- 
cient oxydation,  the  blue  appearance  and  great  prostration  of  the 
nervous  system,  can  all  be  accounted  for  by  the  blood  not  being  decar- 
bonised in  the  lungs.  According  to  Muller,  "  When  the  blood  is  not 
decarbonised,  death  soon  takes  place.     In  the  process  of  arteriallaa- 
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Dr.  Raymond,  at  Gallipoli,  adopted  the  same  practice  with  complete 
success. 

In  1864  Dr.  Burq  carried  about  him  a  diluted  solution  of  sulphate 
of  copper,  and  administered  it  in  doses  of  from  two  to  ten  drops,  in  a 
little  sugar  and  water,  with  one  or  two  drops  of  laudanum.  He  be- 
lieves copper  to  be  a  specific  for  cholera. 

Dr.  Ponowsky,  of  St.  Petersburg,  reccommends  powdered  helle- 
bore, taken  as  snuff,  as  an  infallible  remedy,  if  only  the  patients  can 
be  got  to  sneeze  some  eight  or  ten  times. 

HoMCEOPATHic  TREATMENT. — The  most  approved  homoeopathic  or 
dynamically  acting  remedies  are  Camphor,  Arsenic^  Cuprum,  Ipe- 
cacitanha,  Secale  cornutum,  and  Veratrum  album.  In  addition  to 
these  medicines,  I  am  of  opinion  that  means  ought  to  be  used  to  keep 
the  blood  in  a  fluid  state  ;  for  this  purpose  salines,  ammonia  and 
acetic  acid  are  among  the  best  means  we  can  use. 

It  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  external  temperature  of  the  patient 
artificially,  by  stimulating  frictions,  by  the  application  of  heat,  and 
above  all,  by  enveloping  the  entire  body  in  hot  blankets  wrung  out  of 
a  saturated  solution  of  common  salt  in  hot  water,  and  containing  a 
little  nitrate  or  chlorate  of  potash  ;  surrounding  him  also  with  addi- 
tional* dry  blankets,  to  obviate  a  sudden  reduction  of  heat.  The 
cramps  are  immediately  cured  by  this  plan,  and  the  blueness  of  the 
skin  at  once  changed  to  a  bright  pink. 

Ice  and  iced  water  may  be  given  freely  with  the  chemical  blood 
remedies. 

In  conclusion,  the  value  of  ozone  may  be  inferred  by  the  fact  that 
the  blood-corpuscles  possess  peculiar  relations  to  it,  absorbing  the 
allotropic  condition  of  oxygen  with  considerable  energy,  parting  with 
it  again  with  equal  facility,  and  acting,  therefore,  as  ozone  carriers. 

As  an  average  male  adult  in  health  gives  off  daily  nearly  14  oz. 
(troy  weight)  of  carbon  by  the  lungs  and  skin,  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding an  abundant  supply  of  pure  air  for  its  free  elimination  is  at 
once  seen ;  the  accumulation  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  blood,  through 
the  stoppage  of  the  capillary  circulation,  is  the  cause  of  the  rapidly 
fatal  results  in  cholera. 

The  cause  producing  cholera  appears  to  be  some  poisonous  modi- 
fication of  the  atmosphere,  acting  directly  on  the  blood  through  the 
lungs,  producing  there  arrest  of  circulation  in  its  capillaries. 

High  land,  pure  air  and  water,  although  not  shutting  out  the 
cause,  appear  to  reduce  its  effects  to  the  minimum. 
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Cholera  Trea^^ed  with.  Camphor  only. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  Rubini  of  Naples,  now  so  well  known 
through  his  proving  of  Cactus  grandifloriis^  has  during  the  present 
and  past  epidemics  of  cholera  in  Naples  treated  about  200  cases.  The 
only  medicine  he  has  used  is  Camphor,  He  has  not,  we  are  informed, 
lost  a  single  case.  Fifteen  of  his  cases  were  first  seen  when  in  the 
collapsed  stage.  He  gives  five  drops  of  the  tincture  of  Camphat 
every  five  minutes,  until  improvement  sets  in,  and  then  gradually 
lengthens  the  interval. 

His  homoeopathic  colleagues  treated  upwards  of  300  cases  with 
only  one  death. — {British)  Monthly  Homasopathic  Review^  Nov, 


For  the  American  Homosopathic  Obserrer. 
mis    VEBSICOIiOB    IN    SKIN    DISEASES. 


BT  J.  D.   BUCK,   M.  D. 


My  attention  was  first  called  to  this  remedy  by  Dr.  S.  Rogers, 
who  has  used  it  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during  the  past  year  I 
have  made  repeated  clinical  provings  of  it  in  skin  diseases,  and  with 
a  degree  of  success  which  I  think  will  bear  recording. 

At  first  I  used  it  in  alternation  with  other  remedies,  being  anxious 
to  aflFect  a  speedy  cure,  and  not  having  the  necessary  confidence  in 
the  Iris  to  trust  it  alone,  without  knowing  more  of   its  pathogenesis. 

C.  W.,  aet  18  months,  light  complexion,  nervous-sanguine  temper 
ament,  father  of  scrofulous  tendency,  had  been  afflicted  for  about  five 
months  with  Impetigo  figurata.  The  eruption  covered  the  entire 
hairy  scalp,  extending  to  the  ears,  face  and  portions  of  the  neck;  was 
confluent  soon  after  its  first  appearance,  very  moist,  the  scabs  of  a 
gray  or  slate  color,  with  inflamed  base,  and  the  little  patient  exceed- 
ingly irritable  and  troublesome.  Hepar  6th  was  given  at  night,  and 
Iris  3d  in  the  morning.  A  decided  improvement  was  soon  manifested, 
and  the  medicine  was  continued  at  longer  intervals  for  about  one 
month,  when  all  symptoms  of  eruption  had  disappeared.  Of  course 
it  would  be  impossible  to  tell  in  this  case  which  remedy  performed 
the  cure  ;  but  in  the  following  cases  the  Iris  was  used  alone,  and 
they  are  not  by  any  means  the  only  ones  in  which  it  has  served  me 
well. 

In  another  case,  age  about  the  same  as  first,  the  eruption  had  been 
of  longer  standing,  appearing  but  a  few  weeks  after  birth.  The  fam- 
ily were  filthy,  mother  decidedly  scrofulous,  child  scrawny,  im^ovet- 
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ished  and  of  small  cerebral  development.  Eruption  like  first,  except 
more  dry  and  distinct,  and  of  darker  *hue,  extending  to  the  lips, 
limbs  and  posteriors.  Iris  3d  was  given,  six  pills  once  a  day,  and  an 
occasional  bath  ordered.  The  case  recovered  quite  as  readily  as  the 
first,  and  the  child  appears  much  improved  every  way.  The  same 
medicine  and  dose  was  given  to  the  mother. 

I  treated  two  other  cases  in  one  family,  one  case  a  year  old,  and 
the  other  of  five  years  standing,  curing  both  with  the  same  remedy 
in  a  difiPerent  form,  Irisin.  The  oldest  had  been  troubled  from  in- 
fancy, the  eruption  sometimes  confined  to  the  head  ;  but  when  I  com- 
menced the  treatment  it  extended  in  patches  over  the  whole  body, 
being  worse  on  the  knees  above  and  below  the  patella. 

I  by  no  means  believe  Iris  to  be  a  ''panacea  "  for  skin  diseases  ; 
but  nevertheless  believe  it  has  a  range  of  action,  which,  when  fully 
developed,  will  be  of  much  service  to  the  profession.  I  design  mak- 
ing a  proving  ef  the  drug  at  an  early  day,  meantime  shall  continue  to 
use  it  according  to  the  light  I  have,  for  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those 
who  decry  VLpart^  because  they  have  not  the  whole ;  who  swear  by 
**  provingSj*^  which  are  not  always  reliable,  and  denounce  clinics^  which 
are  at  least  practicable. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
BILIOUS    INTERMITTENT    FEVER. 


BY   R.   C.   8MEDLEY,   M.   D. 


On  the  3 1st  of  August,  last,  I  was  called  to  see  J.  L.,  with  high 
fever,  yet  lowness  of  skin  and  conjunctiva,  and  acute  congestion  of 
liver,  with  severe  pains  in  the  right  hypochrondriac  and  epigastric 
regions.  Could  not  bear  the  least  pressure  over  those  parts,  or  to 
turn  himself  in  bed.  Tongue  coated  witli  a  thick,  yellowish  fur, 
sour  taste,  food  soured  on  the  stomach  immediately  after  eating. 
Gave  Aconite  and  Podophyllum  pelt,  every  hour. 

Sept.  1st.  Better.  Had  perspired  freely  through  the  night. 
All  the  symptoms  ameliorated  Medicine  continued,  but  of  a  higher 
attenuation.  Next  day  there  was  a  return  of  fever,  but  the  eyes  and 
skin  were  clear,  and  there  was  no  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  but 
a  soreness  if  pressed  upon  hard.  He  now  complained  of  sharp, 
stitching  pains  throughout  the  chest,  aggravated  by  inspiration  and 
movement.     These  were  promptly  relieved  with  Bryonia^, 

Two  days  after  he  had  a  chill,  followed  by  heat  and  sweat.  He 
now  complained  of  excessive,  almost  unbearable,  pain  in  liver,  bowels, 
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stomach,  spleen  and  kidneys,  which  he  expressed  as  sticking,  sting- 
ing, aching,  burning,  gnawing,  and  increased  by  pressure  ;  aching,  lame 
feeling  of  back.  Violent  aching,  crampy  and  lancinating  pains  ex- 
tending from  kidneys  to  bladder,  and  along  urethra,  urging  to  urinate, 
with  inability  to  pass  but  little,  and  that  of  a  pale,  yellow  color. 
Bowels  were  constipated.  Gave  Aconite,  Canth.y  Bell.,  Nux.  v.,  Nux., 
m,,   Cocc,  Colocy,  for  about  three  days  with  no  apparent  benefit. 

I  recollected  a  case  related  to  me  several  years  ago  by  my  valued 
friend  and  preceptor,  Dr.  Howard,  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  kidneys 
were  affected  similar  to  this,  and  Berberis  was  the  only  remedy  that 
afforded  complete  relief.  The  symptoms  of  Berberis  I  found  to  closely 
resemble  the  case  before  me.  I  gave  it  of  the  first  dilution,  three  or 
six  drops  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  a  spoonful  every  fifteen  minutes 
till  better.  After  a  few  doses  he  was  relieved.  Had  ai  refreshing 
sleep,  and  awoke  free  from  pain.  The  pain  returned  two  or  three 
times  after,  during  the  course  of  the  disease  ;  but  one  dose  of  Berbe- 
ris^ always  removed. 

The  chills  continued  every  other  day,  characterized  by  the  follow- 
ing symptoms :  Commenced  about  7  a.  m.  with  heat,  thirst,  headache, 
languid  and  congested  eyes  before  the  chill ;  then  chill,  with  violent 
shaking,  cold  hands  and  feet,  head  hot,  eyes  painful,  insatiable  thirst, 
nausea  and  pain  in  the  stomach,  bowels  and  kidneys,  an  '*  inexpressi- 
ble misery  all  over.^'  All  the  symptoms  aggravated  during  the  parox- 
ysm of  chill  and  heat,  each  of  which  lasted  three  hours.  Obstinate 
constipation,  urging  to  urinate  between  the  hot  and  sweating  stage. 
After  the  hot  stage  nausea  and  headache  disappeared,  when  hunger 
set  in,  with  aversion  to  drink.  All  the  symptoms  ameliorated  during 
the  sweating  stage,  and  he  felt  comparatively  well  during  the  apyrexia, 
but  was  much  prostrated,  not  being  able  to  sit  up  in  bed.  Chin.,  Ars., 
Ip.,  1st  and  2d  dilutions,  ^.ppeared  to  make  but  little  impression. 
Upon  close  examination  Bryonia  seemed  to  correspond  with  his  symp- 
toms more  nearly  than  any  other.  Gave  it  of  the  6th.  Symptoms 
lighter  for  two  or  three  paroxysms,  when  they  became  as  severe  as 
before.  Gave  it  now  of  the  30th.  Improved  so  as  to  be  able  to  sit 
up.  This  continued  for  a  week,  when  improvement  ceased.  The 
symptoms  still  indicating  Bryonia,  I  now  gave  it  of  the  200th,  a  few 
pellets  in  water,  a  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day  during  the  apyrexia. 
The  premonitery  symptoms  came  on  at  the  time  for  the  next  paroxysm, 
but  disappeared  without  a  chill,  and  he  has  had  but  one  since,  which 
occurred  about  a  week  after.     He  is  now  stronger  and  better  than  he 
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was  for  the  last  three  years  he  spent  in  the  army,  or  for  a  year  pre- 
vious to  his  entering  the  service. 

Since  that  time  I  have  treated  other  cases  of  intermittent  fever 
with  high  potencies  of  the  properly  selected  remedy,  the  patients  hav- 
ing no  return  of  the  chills  after  taking  one  or  two  doses. 


For  American  Homceopathic  Obserrer. 
EPILEPSEY    TREATED    WITH    HIGH    POTENCIES. 


BY  H.   fiiCTNOLDS,   M.   D. 


On  the  10th  of  July  I  was  called  upon  to  see  a  little  girl,  who 
had  been  subject  to  this  disease  for  a  number  of  years.  The  parents 
of  the  child  told  me  that  they  had  tried  both  homoeopathic  and  allo- 
pathic physicians,  but  as  yet  nothing  seemed  to  benefit  their  child. 
A  Mrs.  B.  had  persuaded  them  to  try  me,  telling  the  family  of  a 
case  I  had  cured.  I  found  my  patient  with  all  the  symptoms  of 
Epilepsey.  She  had  great  convulsive  movements,  with  foaming  at 
the  mouth.  I  prescribed  Hyoscyamus^^^  in  water  every  fifteen 
minutes,  a  teaspoonful.  This  soon  relieved  the  child.  It  was  these 
two  symptoms  that  led  me  to  give  the  child  Hyoscyamus,  It  had  no 
more  attacks  for  two  weeks,  which  was  longer  than  it  ever 
remained  free  from  spasms  before.  In  this  last  attack  I 
learned  the  child  had  that  day  been  frightened  by  a  large 
dog.  And  the  child  kept  its  eyes  also  half  open.  It  would 
neither  close  them  tightly,  nor  would  it  any  more  than  half  open 
them.  These  symptoms  led  them  to  prescribe  Opium^^^,  The 
child,  after  taking  the  medicine,  went  to  sleep  and  slept  all  day,  and 
has  not  had  any  return  of  these  attacks.  It  has  now  been  almost 
three  months,  and  before  it  never  passed  a  week  without  them. 


USE    OF     NEW    REMEDIES. 


A  physielau  who  treats  from  60  to  100  patients  per  week,  and  who 
administered  remedies  to  over  500  cases  during  August,  reports  that 
he  seldom  had  patient  on  hand  more  than  five  days.  Still  more  rarely 
did  relapses  occur.  Thirteen  patients  died  out  of  the  500 ;  of  this 
number  only  five  had  been  under  his  care  throughout  the  disease,  the 
other  cases  from  Allopathic  hands,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  when  but 
little  hope  could  be  entertained. 

Here  is  the  secret  of  his  success  : — *'  I  never  use  an  old  remedy 
when  a  new  one  is  indicaeed" 
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few   Practical  {Remarks   on   the   use    of  Carbolic    acid,  and  of 
Phytolacca   Decandra  and  P.  Octandra  in  Diphtheria. 

BY  D&.^BAY£8.* 


Phytolacca  has  not  received  in  Hull's  Jahr  and  some  other  of 
our  works  on  Materia  Medica  the  notice  its  importance  deserves.  But 
fall  justice  has  been  done  to  it  in  an  admirable  article  in  Dr.  Hale's 
New  Remedies, 

m 

Its  provings  should  be  compared  with  those  of  Arsenic^  Iodide  of 
potassium^  Iris  versicolor ^  Mercurius,  and  Podophyllum.  It  has  the 
property,  in  common  with  Iodide  of  potassium^  of  producing  a  rapid 
loss  of  adipose  tissue.  Hence  it  may  be  worth  trying,  allopathically, 
in  cases  of  fatty  degeneration. 

Its  influence,  in  large  doses,  on  the  renal  secretion  is  thus  stated 
by  Dr.  Burt :  "  The  urinary  secretion  was  at  first  diminished,  after- 
wards increased.  The  urine  remained  acid  and  became  decidedly 
albuminous.  The  specific  gravity  became  greatly  increased,  Th,e 
bottle,  used  to  measure  the  urine,  became  completely  covered  with  a 
white  deposit,  about  j^g  of  an  inch  thick." 

This  would  point  to  the  probability  of  Phytolacca  proving  valuable 
in  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  albuminuria  with  urine  of  high  spe- 
cific gravity,  and  a  copious  deposit  of  lithates  ;  cases  which  indicate 
active  congestion  or  sub-acute  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  So  far, 
also,  its  pathogenetic  effects  on  the  kidneys  would  shew  a  direct  rela- 
tion to  the  pathology  of  diphtheria  and  scarlatina,  especially  when 
considered  in  relation  to  the  throat  symptoms,  which  are  numerous 
and  important.     (See  Dr.  Hale's  New  Remedies.) 

I  the  middle  of  July  I  was  called  to  see  two  children  who  were 
suddenly  seiz^ed  with  diphtheria.  The  attack  could  be  clearly  traced 
to  an  early  morning  walk,  some  days  before,  when  they  inhaled  the 
stench  of  an  open  sewer.  These  two  children  were  seized  suddenly 
with  prostration  and  sore-throat  about  noon  on  July  13th  ;  by  night 
they  were  very  ill,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  high  fever,  pulse  over 
130,  aching  in  the  back  and  limbs,  &c.  On  the  14th  there  was  an 
opaque  mucus,  smeared  over  both  tonsils  and  uvula ;  pulse  110 ;  fetid 
breath,  foul  tongue,  &c.  Under  Bromine  gargle,  +  and  Mercur. 
Iodide,  B.,  and  Belladonna  ^,  some  improvement  took  place  through 
that  day,  though  the  opaque  mucus  had  become  studded  with  patches 
of  diphtheritic  membrane.  On  the  16th  both  patients  appeared 
rather  better  ;  their  pulses  were  better,  and  the  disease  appeared  to 

•  (BritiBh)  Monthly  HomoBopathio^Reviev,  Nov.,  1S6S. 
t  One  drop  of  pure  Bromme  to  six  ounces  of  distilled  water. 
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be  mitigating.  I  was  unable  to  see  them  until  the  17th,  when  I  found 
both  decidedly  worse,  and  the  younger  of  the  two  dying.  The  throat 
was  full  of  false  membrane  and  tenacious  mucus  ;  diarrhoea  had  set 
in,  and  large  quantities  of  mucus  and  shreds  of  membrane  were 
passed  in  the  motions  ;  there  ^Yas  an  incessant  cough,  and  hoarse, 
moist,  sawing  respiration.  Several  medicines  were  tried,  without 
success,  and  the  throat  was  sponged  with  Muriatic  acid  lotion ;  the 
only  result  was  to  bring  away  long  strings  of  membrane.  The  poor 
child  died  the  same  night. 

The  elder  of  the  two  children  now  demanded  our  sole  care.  Her 
left  tonsil  and  the  whole  uvula  were  covered  with  a  thick,  white  mem- 
brane, which  also  projected  into  the  pharynx ;  she  complained  of  great 
pain  in  the  ear.  Her  pulse  was  140,  and  very  weak.  I  determined 
on  a  total  change  of  treatment. 

On  page  313  of  the  present  volume  of  the  British  Journal  of 
HomcBopathyy  in  a  review  of  Dr.  Jules  Lemaire's  work  On  Phenic  {or 
Carbolic)  Acidy  the  following  quotation  occurs,  on  "  Diphtheria :" 
"  From  the  use  of  saponinated  coal-tar  I  have  derived  a  valuable 
assistance  in  the  morbid  productions  of  this  disease  developed  in  the 
fauces.  Saponine  facilitates  the  detachment  of  the  false  membranes." 
I  therefore  determined,  as  the  Muriatic  acid  application  did  no  good, 
to  try  the  effect  of  Carbolic  acid.     I  used  a  lotion  thus  prepared  : — 

R.  Carbolic  acid,  gtt.  v. 

Concentrated  vinegar  (Condy's),  gtt.  xlv. 
AquaB  dist.,  oz.  iss,  m. 
The  throat  to  be  frequently  painted  with  this. 

I  also  determined  to  try  the  Phytolacca  decandra^  so  strongly  rec- 
ommended by  Dr.  Burt,  who  gave  it  in  four-drop  doses  of  the  mother 
tincture  (see  Hale's  New  Remedies,  p.  314  et  seq.  I  gave  it  in  the 
following  form  : 

R  Tinct.  Phytolacca©  dec,  tinct.  gtt.  vi. 

Aq.  dist.,  oz.  iss  ;  a  teaspoonful  every  two  or  three  hours. 

The  effect  of  the  Carbolic  acid  lotion  was  admirable  ;  it  brought 
away  the  membrane  in  large  pieces,  and  appeared  to  exercise  a  most 
happy  influence  over  the  subjacent  mucous  surfaces. 

The  Phytolacca  also  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  pulse,  the  general 
health,  and  the  throat.  This  patient  made  a  good  recovery,  but  for 
some  time  had  paralysis  of  the  throat,  so  that  food  and  fluids  would 
sometimes  return  by  the  nose.  There  was  also  semi-paralysis  in  the 
legs  ;  but  in  a  few  weeks  recovery  of  health  and  strength  was  perfect. 

Another  member  of  the  same  family  was  attacked  on  the  17th 
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with  alarming  severity,  and  for  several  days  lay  in  great  danger. 
Her  pulse  was  over  130,  and  very  feeble  :  large  patches  of  false 
membrane  appeared ;  the  root  of  the  tongue  was  much  swollen,  &c. 
In  her  case  the  Carbolic  acUl  was  used  to  the  false  membranes,  and 
the  Phytolacca  mixture  was  given  ;  but,  in  addition,  as  she  was  able 
to  gargle,  I  carried  out  another  of  Dr.  Burt*s  suggestions,  and  used  a 
gargle  with  fifty  drops  of  tinct.  Phytolacca  to  half  a  pint  of  water. 
She  steadily  improved. 

On  page  279  of  our  present  volume  of  the  Review  will  be 
found  some  interesting  remarks  on  Phytolacca  octandray  by  Dr.  Shcr- 
win. 

He  speaks  of  this  Phytolacca  as  being  "  specific  in  diphtheria — 
given  in  decoction  or  infusion — applied  very  assiduously  to  the  fauces 
as  a  gargle,  and  used  hot  as  a  poultice  to  the  throat ;  all  stifiness  dis- 
appears ;  the  membranous  formation  is  thrown  off,  and  is  not  repro- 
duced ;  perspiration  follows  ;  fever  subsides  ;  all  aching  general 
pains  and  headache  disappear,  and  the  patient  eagerly  seeks  for  food." 
This  certainly  applies  equally  to  the  Phytolacca  decandra.  I  substi- 
tuted the  Phytolacca  octandra  for  it  in  the  second  of  these  cases, 
but  there  was  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  effects  ;  the  desire  for 
food,  after  taking  Phytolacca  for  a  day  or  two,  was  very  marked  ;  the 
patients  took  everything  that  was  offered,  with  a  relish. 

Ultimately,  every  member  of  the  family,  except  the  mother, 
took  the  disease  ;  three  of  the  cases  were  very  severe.  They  all 
recovered. 

The  father  was  seized  suddenly  on  August  24th  with  a  chill ; 
next  morning  his  throat  was  sore,  and  a  patch  of  the  diphtheritic 
deposit  appeared  on  the  tonsils.  We  put  him  under  the  same  treat- 
ment, and  gave  him  stimulants  freely,  as  there  was  a  great  tendency 
to  failure  in  the  action  of  the  heart.  He  was  quite  convalescent, 
however,  on  the  29th,  and  went  down  to  the  sea  side  on  the  30th. 

On  August  24th,  I  saw  another  case  in  a  young  child  unable  to 
gargle,  and  on  the  29th  an  elder  sister.  These  were  friends  of  the 
former  family,  living  about  one  mile  distant,  but  I  could  in  no  way 
trace  contagion,  nor  could  I  discover  how  the  disease  had  originated. 

The  younger  child  had  the  Carbolic  acid  and  the  Phytolacca 
mixture.  The  elder  had,  in  addition,  the  Phytolacca  gargle  ;  both 
these  cases  did  extremely  well. 

On  Sept.  1st,  I  saw  another  case  of  diphtheria,  a  girl  of  eleven, 
living  in  quite  another  part  of  tho  town.  Pulse  88,  tongue  much 
furred,  several  patches  of  diphtheritic  membrane  on  both  tonsils, 
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threatening  to  run  into  one  another.  This  case  I  determined  to  treat 
with  Carbolic  acid  lotion  alone.  The  throat  was  touched  with  the 
lotion  several  times  a  day.  It  brought  away  many  shreds  for  the  first 
four  or  five  days  ;  on  the  6th  she  was  quite  well. 

On  Sept.  3rd  I  saw  a  clergyman,  of  middle  age,  resident  in  col- 
lege, with  severe  diphtheria.  Palso  104,  tongue  and  fauces  greatly 
swollen.  I  ordered  him  a  Phytolacca  mixture  and  gargle,  and  fomen- 
tations with  spongio-piline  to  the  throat. 

On  4th,  his  pulse  was  down  to  65,  the  throat  still  much  swollen, 
and  a  large  patch  of  diphtheritic  membrane  over  left  tonsil  and 
extending  forward  over  the  palate.     I  could  not  see  beyond  the  tonsil. 

5th  March.  Less  swelling,  the  uvula  covered  as  well  as  the  left 
tonsil.  As  he  feels  much  better,  continued  Phytolacca,  Shreds  of 
membrane  came  away  copiously  in  gargling. 

The  throat  was  quite  well  on  the  11th,  but  the  patient  suffered 
from  profuse  perspirations.  Order  Acid  phosphoric^,  twice  a  day. 
In  a  few  days  he  was  perfectly  well,  and  went  to  the  sea  side  to  re- 
cruit.    In  this  case  there  was  no  consecutive  paralysis. 

There  are  a  few  general  remarks  which  I  would  make  with  regard 
to  this  outbreak  of  diphtheria.  I  had  not  for  several  years  seen  any 
cases  of  diphtheria  in  Cambridge  until  these  occurred.  The  weather 
had  been  extremely  dry  and  warm  ;  .the  drains  were  very  offensive  ; 
our  river  was  black  and  foul.  The  open  drain  where  my  first  two 
little  patients  got  their  disease,  and  the  youngest  her  death,  was  at 
the  top  of  a  hill.  Their  own  house  was  on  this  hill,  and  free  from 
any  smell ;  but  numerous  houses  in  the  neighborhood  had  open  privies^ 
and  the  whole  air  was  tainted  with  the  smells. 

The  little  girl  who  died  was  very  delicate,  and  herself  and  some 
of  her  brothers  and  sisters  were  subject  to  croup. 

In  all  the  cases  in  this  family  there  was  a  tendency  to  the  rapid 
failure  in  the  heart's  action,  so  often  met  with  in  diphtheria.  Large 
quantities  of  claret  and  burgundy  were  given  as  well  as  beef -tea,  milk 
food,  eggs,  &c. ;  any  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  stimulant  was  fol- 
lowed by  relapse. 

Then  suddenly  this  condition  ceases,  about  the  eighth  or  ninth 
day  ;  there  was  no  further  need  of  any  stimulant.  Food  was  taken^ 
enjoyed  and  digested,  but  paralysis  of  the  throat  and  great  muscular 
debility  lasted,  in  some  cases,  for  weeks. 

In  the  two  cases  occuring  in  the  second  family  attacked,  no 
stimulants  were  needed,  nor  given,  nor  indeed  in  any  of  the  other 
.cases. 
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The  father  of  the  first  family  perhaps  presented  the  most  extraor- 
dinary example  as  to  the  sudden  prostration  met  with  in  diphtheria. 
After  he  had  heen  ill  two  days  the  faint  action  of  the  heart  came  on, 
and  although  a  very  temperate  man  in  health,  we  had  to  pour  wine 
and  brandy  down  him  to  keep  him  from  fainting  away.  I  think  he 
drank  five  bottles  of  wine,  besides  brandy,  in  the  first  four  days. 
Then  just  as  suddenly  the  prostration  left ;  and  on  the  6th  day  he 
was  well  and  able  to  travel  a  long  journey. 

Dr.  Sherwin  says,  on  p.  280  (loc.  cit.),  "  Stimulants  {alcoholic) 
rarely  do  good,''  Such  generalizations  are  dangerous.  The  physician 
must  be  wholly  guided  by  the  case  before  him.  I  am  convinced  that 
without  alcoholic  stimulants  several  of  my  first  patients  must  have 
died.  I  am  equally  convinced  that  my  latter  patients  did  much  bet- 
ter without  stimulants.  This  is  only  another  instance  that  judgment 
must  be  exercised  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  that  no  general 
rales  can  be  lain  down  as  to  stimulants,  save  to  give  them  where  there 
is  much  failure  in  the  heart  power. 

My  conclusion  on  these  cases  is  this  : 

That  Carbolic  add  lotion  is  the  best  means  for  removing  false 
membranes  from  those  parts  which  can  be  reached  by  it. 

That  Phytolacca  gargle  possesses  the  same  power  ;  but  I  have  not 
yet  treated  a  sufficient  number  of  cases  to  be  able  to  give  an  opinion 
on  their  comparative  power.  Phytolacca  is  pleasant,  and  every  patient 
who  used  it  said  it  soothed  the  throat  and  was  comforting  to  it ;  while 
all  disliked  the  Carbolic  a^id. 

The  wet  pad  of  spongio-piline  from  ear  to  ear,  and  changed  as 
often  as  dry  or  cold,  was  very  useful  and  comforting  to  the  patient  in 
the  early  stage. 

I  gave  several  medicines  for  the  paralysis,  Woorari,  Baryta^ 
Phosphoric  acid,  &.,  but  I  do  not  think  the  effect  was  marked,  and 
they  got  well  just  as  soon  with  fresh  air,  friction  and  cold  water,  and 
a  few  doses  of  Arsenicum. 

I  think  that  Phytolacca  will  prove  a  most  useful  addition  to  our 
remedies  for  diphtheria,  and  hope  that  my  own  small  experience  of 
its  value  will  induce  others  to  test  its  powers.  I  have  seen  no  oases 
of  diphtheria  since  those  above  recorded. 

NITBATE    UBANIXTM. 


A  young  girl  troubled  with  weakness  of  the  bladder  from  infancy 
applied  for  treatment.  She  was  unable  to  retain  the  urine  without 
causing  extreme  pain,  amounting  almost  to  spasms,  during  the  day,  and 
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at  night  passing  it  freely,  without  waking,  and  in  cold  weather  in  very 
large  quantities.  On  taking  cold,  bloating  of  the  bowels  and  extrenoi- 
eties,  also  of  the  face  ;  some  tenderness  of  the  bowels,  with  frequent 
pain  in  the  left  side  ;  appetite  poor  and  extremely  dainty,  craving 
sweets;  always  complaining  of  derangement  of  the -stomach ;  very 
thin  and  pale  ;  for  several  years  under  allopathic  treatment,  receiving 
no  benefit,  and  for  two  or  three  years  under  homoeopathic  treatment, 
without  any  better  success.  ( Cantharides,  Tabacum  and  many  other 
remedies  were  used.) 

At  the  age  of  twelve  commenced  the  treatment  with  a  few  doses 
of  Nitrite  uranium  3d  trit.  This  produced  relief  at  night  for  a 
month  or  six  weeks.  It  then  returned.  But  for  the  period  of  a  year, 
administering  Nitrate  uranium  3d,  a  small  dose  every  night,  there  was 
a  gradual  relief,  less  frequency  through  the  day,  with  less  uneasiness 
and  less  quantities  at  night,  and  less  pain  until  full  control  was  gained. 
The  1st  dilution  was  then  administered,  increasing  the  dose  from 
time  to  time,  until  another  six  months  brought  almost  a  sure  re- 
covery, with  good  appetite,  sound  flesh  and  ruddy  complexion.  She 
remains  well. 

For  the  American  Homceopathic  Obserrer. 
DYSENTERY. 


Dysentery  Cured  with.  Hamamelis   Virginica. 


BT   C.  H.   LEE,  M.  D. 


A.  S. —  Has  had  dysentery  for  nearly  a  week.  I  found  him  in  a 
bad  condition,  emaciated  and  ghastly,  with  hippocratio  countenance  ; 
bowels  moved  every  fifteen  minutes,  of  pure  blood,  with  severe  tenes- 
mus and  a  crampy  pain  around  the  umbilicus  just  before  stool.  I 
ordered  the  family  to  keep  the  stools  in  order  to  see  how  much  blood  he 
would  pass  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  my  astonishment  there  was  a 
little  over  a  quart  per  day  for  three  days ;  no  appetite,  great  thirst,  tongue 
coated  brown  and  parched  ;  calls  a  great  deal  for  sour  pickle.  I  gave 
him  Arsenicum^  Merc.y  Ipec,  Colocy^  without  beneficial  effect.  Find- 
ing in  the  "  New  Provings,"  article,  Hamamelis  idrg,,  symptoms  nearly 
similar  to  this  case,  I  gave  him  the  first  attenuation  every  hour  in  water. 
Saw  him  the  same  evening.  He  was  much  better,  bowels  moved 
four  times  in  the  morning,  but  towards  night  no  stools. 

The  next  morning,  I  found  him  much  improved.  One  stool  only 
through  the  night.  '  Desired  bread  and  milk.  I  continued  the 
Hdm>ameliSy  and  my  patient  is  now  well. 
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Dysentery  Cured  with  Apocynum  Oannabinum. 


Dr.  F.  L.  Vincent  says  that  Apocynum  cannMnum  has  been  his 
sheet  anchor  in  dysentery.  He  writes :  "  It  has  not  failed  me  once^ 
What  were  the  characteristic  symptoms  ? 


•  • 


irrprg. 


.    CANCER. 


BY  J.   Q.  HUNT,  M.  D.,  OF  CUTCINNATI.* 


Cancers  are  those  abnormal  growths  occurring  in  men,  that  have 
the  power  to  feed  upon,  and  assimilate  to  their  own  peculiar  substance 
the  parts  with  which  they  may  be  in  contact.  They  are  divided  into 
three  varieties :  Scirrhus,#lncephaloid  and  Colloid.  ScirrhuSy  so  called 
from  a  Greek  word,  which  means  marble — hence,  sometimes  called 
stone  cancer.  This  characteristic  hardness  is  generally  uniform  ;  but 
sometimes  there  are  small  portions  of  pulpy  matter  interspersed 
through  the  tumor.  In  form  they  are  round,  oval  and  flattened. 
The  surface  is  first  smooth,  but  afterward  becomes  lobulated  or  knotty. 
They  rarely  become  of  very  large  size,  usually  not  to  exceed  a  good 
sized  apple  or  orange.  They  are  found  both  alone  and  infiltrated  into 
the  substance  of  an  organ.  When  infiltrated  it  changes  the  character 
of  the  part  to  its  own.  Thus  Scirrhus  hardens  the  uterus,  but  softens 
bone.  It  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  female  mammae — the  stomach 
and  the  lower  lip. 

The  Encepha^oid  variety  is  called  thus  from  its  resemblance  to 
the  brain.  That  likening  is  one  of  the  best  descriptions  that  can  be 
given  of  it.  They  are  well  supplied  with  blood  vessels  which  give 
them  their  pink  hue.  This  supply  of  blood  vessels  is  the  especially 
distinguishing  characteristic  from  the  other  varieties,  and  explains 
the  very  great  difference  in  growth.  Are  these  blood  vessels  veins 
or  arteries  ?  Opinions  differ.  But  they  appear  to  the  naked  eye  to 
be  arteries,  and  the  experiment  of  Prof.  Berard,  in  1830,  appears  to 
conclusively  prove  it.  He  injected  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  neck 
of  a  patient  who  had  died  with  two  non-ulcerated  Encephaloid  tumors 
of  the  neck.  On  cutting,  the  arterial  injection  was  found  through 
them,  but  no  signs  of  the  venous  injections  within  their  capsules. 

*  A  report  to  HomoeopatMc  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  June  13, 1865. 
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Though  the  capsules  themselves  were  injected,  and  the  minute  capil- 
laries of  the  neighboring  organs,  the  minute  veins  were  completely 
obliterated  with  encephaloid  matter.  This  class  occurs  both  as  dis- 
tinct tumors  and  infiltrated.  They  are  divided  into  two  kinds  :  encys- 
ted and  non-encysted.  When  an  Encephaloid  has  an  nnusual  amount 
of  blood,  or  fungus  growth,  it  is  then  properly  called  Fungus  hsema- 
todes,  or  Rose  Cancer.  This  is  the  accidental  condition,  and  does 
not  really  make  a  new  variety. 

The  third  variety  of  Cancer  is  called  Colloid :  so  named  from  the 
inner  portion — colloid  means  glue-like.  The  contained  part  is  like 
glue,  either  filling  the  whole  sac,  or  interspersed  in  separate  small 
sacs.  These  acquire  considerable  size,  and  occur  most  frequently 
in  the  pyloric  orifice  of  the  stomach.  According  to  Cruveilhier  this 
is  the  variety  most  frequently  found  in  osteo-sarcoma  and  spina  ven- 
tosa.  That  these  three  varieties  constitute  but  one  distinct  class,  is 
thus  clearly  stated  by  Walshe  : 

"  They  agree  anatomicaUyy  for  they  are^l  composed  of  a  contain- 
ing and  a  contained  part,  forming  a  combination  without  its  counter 
part  in  the  natural  structures  ;  they  agree  chemically,  for  they  are  all 
distinguished  by  the  vast  predominance  of  albumen  in  their  composi- 
tion ;  they  agree  physiologically ,  for  they  all  possess  in  themselves  the 
power  of  growth  and  of  extension  by  continuity  of  tissue  :  that  is,  of 
assimilating  to  their  proper  substance  the  most  heterogenous  materials 
— an  inherent  tendency  to  destruction,  and  the  power  of  local  repro- 
duction ;  they  agree  pathologically,  for  they  all  tend  to  affect  simul- 
taneously, or  consecutively,  various  organs  in  the  body,  and  produce 
that  depraved  state  of  the  constitution  known  as  the  cancerous 
cachexia.  Their  title  to  be  united  is  quite  as  strong  in  respect  of 
practical  medicine  and  surgery  as  in  respect  of  scientific  pathology, 
a  consideration  of  the  very  highest  importance." 

Diagnosis. — In  the  early  stage,  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  tumor  is  or  is  not  malignant.  They  may,  however, 
generally  be  distinguished  by  remembering  that  cancerous  tumors  feel 
very  hard,  and  are  lobulated — are  more  isolated,  not  having  so  much 
effusion  in  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue,  and  the  presence  of  occa- 
sional darting,  lancinating  pains  through  them,  and  usually  the 
neighboring  glands  are  slightly  affected,  and  that  they  appear  in 
middle  and  advanced  ages.  Simple  tumors,  or  occult,  do  not  affect 
the  general  health  so  severely  as  cancerous. 

In  the  more  advanced  stage,  the  skin  over  these  tumors  becomes 
dry,   discolored  and  slightly  wrinkled  or  puckered— finally  cracks 
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open,  and  from  these  open  grooves  a  thin,  peculiar  fetid  and  ezcortat- 
ing  fluid  is  discharged.  Soon  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  are  elevated  and 
everted,  and  the  bottom  irregularly  elevated  and  depressed,  and  the 
surrounding  skin  discolored.  Some  of  the  best  mioroscopists  admit 
that  they  cannot  distinguish  the  cancer-cell  with  the  microscope.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  a  certain  means  of  diagnosis. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  Cancer,  as  given  by  Allopathic  sur- 
geons, is  very  unfavorable — spme  regarding  the  term  cancerous  as 
synonymous  with  incurable.  Dr.  Gross,  in  a  report  upon  the  results 
of  surgical  operations  in  malignant  diseases,  says  :  "  That  cancerous 
affections,  particularly  those  of  the  mammary  glands,  have  always, 
with  a  few  rare  exceptions,  been  regarded  by  practitioners  as  incura- 
ble by  the  knife  and  escharotics.  This  opinion,  commencing  with 
Hippocrates,  has  prevailed  from  the  earliest  record  of  the  profession 
to  the  present  moment.  Nature  never  cures  a  disease  of  this  kind  ; 
nor  can  this  be  effected  by  any  medicine  or  internal  remedies  known 
to  the  profession.*'  "  That  excision,  however  early  and  thoroughly 
executed,  is  nearly  always,  in  genuine  cancer,  followed  by  relapse,  at 
a  period  varying  from  a  few  weeks  to  several  months  from  the  time  of 
the  operation." 

Hartmann  says  the  prognosis  is  not  very  favorable,  although  many 
cases  are  said  to  have  been  cured. 

I  take  a  more  favorable  view.  The  prognosis  of  each  case,  how- 
ever, will  be  determined  by  the  predominance  of  the  cancerous 
diathesis,  the  exciting  cause,  the  species  of  cancer,  its  locality,  the 
rapidity  and  stage  of  its  development,  and  the  extent  of  the  cachexia 
or  contamination  of  the  general  system  by  the  absorption  of  its  secre- 
tions or  excretions. 

Treatment — has  been  the  knife,  cauteries,  the  local  appli- 
cation of  specific  remedies,  and  internal  medicines.  I  have  be- 
fore given  Gross'  testimony  as  to  the  results  of  ablation  under 
Allopathic  practice.  Hartmann  says  :  "  The  knife  should  never  be 
resorted  to  in  the  treatment  of  cancer.  An  operation  is  not  only 
useless,  but  inflicts  unnecessary  tortures  upon  the  patient,  and,  gener- 
ally speaking,  hastens  his  end."  Marcy  &  Hunt  say  :  "  The  success 
claimed  by  the  advocates  for  the  local  treatment  of  cancer,  ^a*  always 
resulted  from  an  error  in  diagnosis,'^  (The  italios  are  mine,) 
"  When  cancer  really  exists,  it  can  scarcely,  at  any  stage,  be  treated 
by  local  applications  without  hastening  the  progress  of  the  suspected 
tumor  into  an  active  cancer.  The  removal  of  the  suspected  part  by 
ihe  knife,  promises  nothing  better."     "  In  a  large  proportion  of  oases," 


34  AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 

says  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  "  in  which  the  operation  is  performed,  the 
patient  is  not  alive  two  years  afterward  ;  and  in  a  great  many  cases, 
instead  of  the  operation  stopping  the  disease,  it  actually  seems  to 
hasten  its  progress  ;  moreover,  the  operation  itself  is  not  free  from 
danger.  The  testimony  of  all  prominent  surgeons  of  our  time  will 
be  found  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  this  opinion."  (M.  &  H.,  vol. 
2,  page  285. 

If  the  above  is  true,  why  do  M.  &  H.,  on  the  same  page,  under 
the  same  head,  give  the  following  directions  ?  "  When  the  nature  of 
the  disease  is  settled,  and  its  rapid  progress  inevitable,  it  should  be 
promptly  removed,  when  its  locality  and  extent  are  such  that  entire 
removal  is  possible.  Even  when  the  nature  of  the  disease  is  doubt- 
ful, it  is  far  better  to  remove  it  when  small,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of 
this  most  terrible  of  diseases,"  &c.  Why  operate  if  the  local  appli- 
cations and  the  knife  only  hasten  the  progress  of  cancer  ?  They  give 
no  special  directions  as  to  the  mode  of  operating ;  from  which  we  are 
to  infer  they  recommend  the  usual  one,  which  is  given  by  Grross,  in 
the  paper  referred  to  before  :  "  That  all  operators  insist  upon  the 
most  thorough  excision  possible  ;  removing  not  merely  the  diseased 
mass,  but  also  a  portion  of  the  surrounding  and  apparently  healthy 
tissues,  as  well  as  all  enlarged  and  indurated  ganglions."  '^That^e 
practice  has  always  prevailed,  and  still  obtains,  to  save^  if  possible, 
a  sufficient  amount  of  healthy  integument  to  cover  the  wounds  and  to 
unite,  if  possible^  the  wound  by  the  first  intention ;  on  the  ground 
that  these  precautions  will  tend  much  to  retard,  if  not  to  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  the  disease."  I  have  italicized  that  portion  which  I 
regard  objectionable.  Dr.  Helmuth,  in  his  work  on  Surgery,  teaches 
the  same  error. 

The  views  expressed  in  "  The  Homoeopathic  Practice  of  Surgery," 
published  in  1865.  by  Dr.  Hill  and  myself,  I  have  seen  no  good  reas- 
on to  change,  nor  has  my  personal  experience  taught  me  their  error. 
The  knife  can  be  used  successfully  in  the  earlier  stages,  and  even  the 
more  advanced,  provided  the  lymphatic  glands  are  not  affected,  and 
there  is  a  distinctly  circumscribed  tumor  which  can  be  removed  entire. 

The  general  rules  contra-indicating  an  operation,  are  well  laid 
down  by  Walshe  : 

"  1.  When  such  adhesions,  or  local  extensions  of  the  primary  dis- 
ease exist  as  would  render  it  impossible  to  remove  the  mass  com- 
pletely by  excisions  or  by  amputation  of  the  limb ;  2nd,  When  the 
disease  is  manifestly  spreading,  or  in  a  state  of  active  growth  ;  3rd, 
When  the  existence  of  internal  carcinoma  is  even  probable  ;  4th, 
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When  the  cancerous  cachexia  is  thoroughly  established ;  6th,  When 
the  disease  has  existed  for  a  number  of  years  in  an  almost  stationary 
condition ;  gives  rise  to  no  serious  derangement  of  the  health,  and  is 
rather  an  inconvenience  than  a  malady/' 

While  this  excellent  writer  is  so  particular  in  warning  us  against 
leaving  a  particle  of  diseased  matter,  that  he  advises  to  remove  a 
stratum  of  healthy  tissue  along  with  the  morbid  growth,  he  has  em- 
braced (what  we  conceive)  the  great  error  in  the  use  of  the  knife  ;  the 
idea  that  it  is  advantageous  to  heal  the  iwund  hy  the  first  intention. 
We  believe,  except  in  case  of  amputation  or  removal  of  the  testicle, 
just  the  opposite,  and  would,  on  the  contrary,  advise  that  the  surface 
be  repeatedly  washed  with  a  solution  of  the  chloride  of  zinc,  and 
poultices  of  Elm  be  applied,  and  the  wound  healed  by  granulation  ; 
such  specific  remedies  being  given  internally  as  seem  to  be  indicated, 
or  are  known  to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  over  this  disease.    p.209. 

Cauterization  has  been  extensively  used  ;  different  operators  pre- 
ferring this  or  that  cautery.  Sulphuric  and  Nitric  Acid,  Acid  Nitrate 
of  Mercury,  Sulphate  and  Chloride  of  Zinc,  &c.,  have  all  been  used. 
"  The  principle  of  successful  escharotic  treatment  is,  complete  and 
rapid  destruction  of  the  diseased  mass,  and  the  pi'evention  of  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  depraved  fluids.  When  the  battle  commences  there 
is  no  time  to  parley  with  the  enemy.*'  (H.  &  H.  Surgery,  page  210.) 
It  may  frequently,  even  in  the  advanced  stages  of  the  disease,  be 
combined  with  the  knife.  Cauterization  is  the  principle  of  the  treat- 
ment which  has  been  brought  prominently  before  the  Homoepathie 
profession  by  Drs.  Marston  &  Maclimont,  in  the  British  Journal  of 
Homoeopathy,  and  which  has  been  published  in  pamphlet  form.  They 
say,  **  If  any  means  are  to  be  successful,  for  the  removal  of  cancerous 
tumors,  we  must  look  in  the  direction  of  caustics,  the  desiderata  being, 
1st,  to  find  the  least  painful  mode  of  applying  the  caustic  ;  2nd,  ta 
apply  it  so  as  to  accomplish  the  entire  removal  of  the  disease  ;  and 
3rd,  to  combine  the  agent  with  some  substance  which  possesses  a 
direct  and  specific  influence  upon  the  disease  itself."  To  fulfill  these 
indieatioDS,  they  first  apply  an  ice  and  salt  mixture  to  deaden  the 
sensibility  of  the  skin  where  it  is  whole,  and  then  destroy  it  with  un- 
diluted Nitric  Acid.  As  soon  as  the  skin  becomes  yellow  it  is  well 
washed  off,  and  their  cancer  plaster  applied,  mixed  with  an  equal  part 
of  Stramonium  ointment.  This  paste  is  made  with  a  strong  decoction 
of  Hydrastis  root,  powdered  Hydrastis,  Chloride  of  Zinc  and  iiour. 
The  next  day  this  plaster  is  removed,  and  parallel  vertical  iii visions 
made  through  the  extent  of  the  escliar,  about  j^  of  an  inch  i:i  depUi^ 


36  AMERICAN    HOMGEOPATHIC    OBSERVER. 

and  about  half  an  inch  apart.  In  these  inoisions  their  strips  of  cloth, 
smeared  with  the  paste,  are  inserted.  The  incisions  are  deepened 
from  day  to  day,  and  the  paste  pushed  to  the  bottom,  until  the  whole 
cancerous  mass  is  destroyed.  After  the  removal  of  the  slough,  the 
sore  is  healed  by  the  daily  application  of  cotton  wool,  spread  with 
Stramonium  ointment.  The  patient  is  put,  usually,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Hydrastis  a  month  or  so  before  commencing  cauterization,  and 
continued  during  and  after  the  treatment ;  unless  for  the  administra- 
tion of  some  inter-current  remedy.  From  the  third  indication  to  be  ful- 
filled, and  the  following  interrogation :  **  Does  this  substance  (Hydrastis) 
possess  any  positive  influence  over  the  cancerous  diathesis,  and  does 
it  fulfill  any  of  the  indications  we  have  marked  out  as  essential  to 
successful  treatment.^'*  and  their  own  answer,  the  effects,  (referring 
to  the  cases  cited)  **  scarcely  allow  us  to  doubt  that  in  some  way, 
which  has  yet  to  be  explained,  it  does  exercise  a  decided  action  upon 
this  affection.*'  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  they  then  regarded  the 
Hydrastis  to  exert  a  specific  effect  over  the  disease,  both  incorporated 
in  the  paste  and  administered  internally  ;  but  from  an  article  from 
Dr.  Marston,  in  the  April  No.  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy, 
of  this  year,  we  learn  that  this  is  an  error.  "  It  is,  of  course,  obvious 
to  all  surgeons,  that  the  Chloride  of  Zinc  is  the  sole  agent  upon  which 
the  successful  enucleation  of  the  tumor  depends  ;  that  this  takes,  as 
it  were,  the  place  of  the  knife  in  a  cutting  operation,  and  that  any 
other  ingredient  added  to  the  caustic  is  only  of  use  to  modify  its 
action,  or  to  form  a  vehicle  for  its  application.  We  had,  indeed,  long 
ceased  to  regard  the  addition  of  the  Hydrastis  as  being  of  any  other 
service  than  to  form  a  convenient  diluent,  which,  from  the  glutinous 
nature  it  assumes  on  boiling,  it  certainly  does.  The  assertion  that  it 
mitigates  (except  as  a  diluent)  the  pain  caused  by  the  Chloride,  we 
have  always  considered  as  so  much  bosh.*' 

Their  mode  of  making  incisions  and  applying  the  caustic  in  them, 
the  credit  of  which  is  ascribed  to  Dr.  Fell,  was  that  practiced  by  a 
cancer  celebrity  fifteen  or  twenty  years  since  in  this  country,  and  is 
particularly  valuable  in  the  application  of  specifics.  If  Hydrastis  is 
only  a  glutinous  diluent,  would  not  the  Ulmus  Fulva  be  better  ? 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  Bayes,  however,  is  confirmatory  of  the  first 
supposition  of  Drs.  M.  &  M.,  that  Hydrastis  does  possess  a  specific 
power  in  these  diseases  ;  but  only  those  in  which  the  glands  alone  are 
affected.  The  Acid  Nitrate  of  Mercury,  Reoamier  thought  to  be  a 
oaustic  of  special  value  for  carcinomatous  cases.      Cancers  have  also 
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b^en  treated  with  local  applications^  which  were  supposed  to  possess 
specific  powers. 

Almost  every  cancer  Doctor  has  some  secret  remedy  which  forms 
the  basis  of  his  salve,  or  cure,  and  whose  specific  powers  he  extols. 
And  from  the  relief  they,  in  many  cases,  do  afford,  it  is  evident  (to 
those  who  will  not  shut  their  eyes,)  that  there  are  remedies,  unknown 
to  the  regular  profession,  specific  to  some  cancerous  conditions — else 
why  do  some  of  these  cancer  doctors,  ignorant  of  the  first  principles 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  frequently  succeed  in  well  marked  cases  of 
cancer  where  the  educated  physician  has  failed  ?  They  ignorantly 
use  it  for  all  conditions  and  varieties,  and  very  often  fail.  The  duty 
of  the  true  physician  is  not  to  condemn  in  toto^  but  find  out  those 
remedies,  and  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  for  what  state  or  species 
each  remedy  is  applicable.  Upon  the  use  of  specific  remedies  we 
must  depend  in  affording  relief  in  those  cases  where  the  cancerous 
cachexia  is  at  all  apparent,  or  in  removing  the  cancerous  diathesis 
after  ablations,  or  enucleation  of  malignant  tumors. 

Having  already  extended  this  paper  much  beyond  my  original 
intention,  I  will  only  briefly  call  attention  to  the  more^prominent  rem- 
edies. 

Arsenious  Acid  is  especially  valuable  in  the  ulcerative  stage  of 
cancer.  It  is  considered  by  Hartmann  a  sovereign  remedy  for  cancer 
of  the  nares — very  valuable  for  Noli-me-tangere  and  cancer  of  the 
tongue,  alveolds  and  the  lip,  when  not  the  result  of  injury. 

Sulphide  of  Arsenicum. — For  a  remarkably  interesting  cure  with 
this  remedy,  and  cut  of  the  case,  see  my  **  Homoeopathic  Practice  of 
Surgery,"  page  211.  Bromine  proved  very  valuable  in  a  case  of  Dr. 
Oanwerky.  Conium  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  occult  stage  of 
cancers  of  glandular  organs.  Carbo  Animalis  and  Yegetabilis  are 
applicable  both  in  the  occult  and  ulcerative  stage.  Clematis  is  useful 
for  cancer  of  the  lips,  and  the  occult  stage  of  those  of  the  mammae. 
Hydrastis,  the  sphere  of  which  has  already  been  stated.  Lachesis 
for  hemorrhagic  cancers.  Dr.  Petrasch  says  he  found  it  the  most 
efficacious  remedy  for  the  severe  pains  of  these  ulcers.  Phosphorus 
is  particularly  valuable  for  fungus  haematodes.  Phytolacca  decan- 
dra  enjoys  an  old  reputation  in  cancers.  An  interesting  case  of  Dr. 
Neidhard's  is  reported  in  the  **  Homoeopathic  Practice  of  Surgery," 
page  229. 

Thuja  is  valuable  where  there  is  much  fungus  growth  or  bleeding. 
It  was  the  remedy,  with  Carbo  Animalis  which  effected  the  remarka- 
ble cure  of  Fungus  Haematodes  of  the  eye  upon  Marshal  Radetsky, 
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after  Dr.  Flaser,  Professor  of  Opthalmic  Surgery,  in  Pavia,  and  Dr. 
Jager,  Professor  of  Opthalmic  Surgery  in  the  St.  Joseph's  Academy, 
at  Vienna,  had  repeatedly  and  publicly  pronounced  it  incurable.  I 
do  not  think  its  value  is  properly  appreciated,  Dr.  Slosson,  of  this 
city,  had,  just  back  of  the  inner  condyle  of  the  humerus,  near  the 
ulner  nerve,  a  small,  bluish  colored  tumor,  which  remained  stationary 
for  several  years  ;  only  giving  him  trouble  when  hit.  It  had  latterly 
begun  to  grow,  and  when  struck  was  very  painful  It  was  evidently 
malignant.  He  consulted  me  as  to  the  propriety  of  excision.  I 
recommend  the  internal  and  external  use  of  Thuja,  under  which  it 
rapidly  decreased. 


BESECTION    OF    THE    TIBIA. 


BY  WM.  TOD  HELMUTH,   M.   D.,  ST*  LOUIS,   MO. 


The  blessings  that  result  from  properly  applied  conservative 
means  in  surgical  science,  can  scarcely  be  appreciated  by  those  who 
have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing the  extent  and  power  of  the  great  reparative  process  of  nature, 
which  frequently  surprise  even  those  who  are  in  a  measure  conversant 
with  them.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Ferguson  wrote,  that  amputations 
were  rarely  resorted  to  in  the  King's  College  Hospital,  as  the  success 
attendant  upon  the  conservative  means  employed,  and  the  advantages 
deduced  therefrom  in  surgical  operations,  in  the  majority  of  instances 
preserved  the  limb  for  the  patient — sometimes,  to  be  sure,  with  a 
stiffened  joint,  and  at  others,  perhaps,  with  a  few  inches  of  shortening 
— which  inconveniences  must  certainly  be  considered  of  trifling  im- 
port, compared  to  the  entire  loss  of  the  limb  itself. 

The  hanuBopathic  surgeon  who  keeps  himself  well  up  to  the  times 
in  the  best  known  allopathic  conservative  means,  and  adds  thereto  the 
homcBopcUhic  treatment  before,  during  and  after  surgical  operations  of 
any  magnitude,  has  advantages  that  will  yet  be  fully  appreciated  both 
by  the  public  and  the  profession  ;  but  it  may  take  some  time  for  the 
superiority  of  the  treatment  to  be  acknowledged,  for  many  reasons — 
i,  e.y  because  the  majority  of  the  large  hospitals  in  cities  and  manu- 
facturing towns  are  under  allopathic  treatment ;  because  there  are 
comparatively  few  homoeopathists  who  give  the  study  or  practice  of 
surgery  the  attention  it  deserves  ;  because  a  majority  of  the  laity — 
certainly  in  this  country — ^believe  that  the  homoeopathists  abjure 
surgical  science,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  setting  of  a  fracture  or  open- 
ing a  simple  abscess ;  and  because,  in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns, 
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a  case  of  surgery,  when  presented  to  a  disciple  of  Hahnemann,  is 
forthwith  turned  over  to  his  neighbor,  who  is  an  allopathic  surgeon. 

Homoeopathic  surgeons  would  have  been  recognized  in  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  had  it  not  been  for  the  above-named 
facts,  and  the  time  will  come,  and  is  near  at  hand,  when  the  odium 
will  be  taken  away  from  our  school ;  but  the  people  must  in  the  mean- 
time be  given  to  understand  that  there  are  homoeopathic  surgeons, 
and  that  the  statistics  accurately  and  truthfully  prepared  by  them  are 
proved  to  present  better  results  than  those  of  the  older  system.  So 
soon  as  this  is  done  satisfactorily,  the  project  may  be  set  on  foot  and 
carried  successfully;  but  until  it  is  accomplished  it  is  a  useless 
expenditure  of  both  labor  and  money  to  attempt  to  introduce  into  the 
army  and  navy  of  this  country  a  system  of  medicine  which  is  regard- 
ed by  many  as  actually  opposed  to  all  operative  procedure,  and  which 
idea  is  disseminated  with  the  utmost  diligence  by  the  members  of 
the  old  school  of  physic.  "^ 

To  illustrate  the  benefits  of  the  system  of  Hahnemann  combined 
with  conservative  surgery,  I  present  to  the  readers  of  this  Journal  a 
most  interesting,  and,^  I  may  add  without  egotism,  a  most  successful 
case  of  resection  of  the  tibia. 

At  the  beginning  of  my  last  term  of  service  at  the  Grood  Samari- 
tan Hospital,  I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  miserable  appearance 
of  a  lad  named  Francis  Ban  dans,  aged  about  fifteen  years.  The 
history  of  the  case  is  briefly  as  follows :  The  boy  (who,  by  the  way, 
could  not  speak  a  word  of  English,  making  known  his  complaints  and 
wants  in  broken  French,)  had  been  employed  by  a  farmer,  and  was 
driving  a  truck,  drawn  by  oxen,  on  which  was  a  large  piece  of  heavy 
timber.  By  some  unlucky  accident,  the  lad  fell  between  the  wheel 
of  the  wagon  and  the  stump  of  a  tree,  the  former  passing  over  his 
left  leg,  while  his  right  leg  was  bruised  severely  by  the  fall.  He  was 
taken  up  as  soon  as  assistance  could  be  procured  and  the  nearest 
Doctor  (!)  summoned.  There  was  a  severe  compound  fracture  of  both 
tibia  and  fibula,  the  ends  of  the  bone  protruding  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch  and  three-quarters  through  the  wound  ;  the  lower  portion  of  the 
leg  being  at  an  acute  angle,  and  the  foot  so  entirely  twisted  from  its 
position  that  it  rested  on  the  internal  malleolus  and  external  edge  of 
its  plantar  surface.  What  the  doctor  (!)  did  is  not  well  ascertained, 
but  no  attempt  was  made  at  either  setting  the  bones  or  replacing  the 
foot,  and  the  boy  lay  Jive  tveeks  with  the  injury  as  described.  Then 
worn  out  by  his  suffering  and  with  profuse  suppuration,  he  was 
brought  in  an  open  wagon  to  the  hospital.    Typhoid  symptoms  set  in, 
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and  his  condition  was  as  follows  :  The  broken  bones  bad  united,  pre* 
senting  a  deformity  which  may  be  well  imagined.  The  protruding 
ends  of  the  tibia  were  covered  with  a  crop  of  thick  and  dark-red 
granulations.  There  was  a  suppurating  and  offensive  ulcer  on  the 
posterior  portion  of  the  right  leg,  occupying  the  whole  belly  of  the 
gastrocnemius ;  another  sore  about  the  hip-joint,  together  with  spas- 
modic rigid  contraction  of  the  toes  and  knee-joint.  The  patient  was 
also  very  much  emaciated,  with  a  dry,  brown,  hard,  tongue,  pulse  130 
beats  to  the  minute,  tympanitis,  and  all  the  well  marked  symptoms  of 
typhiLS  gravior.  To  all  appearances,  with  the  extent  and  gravity  of 
his  injuries,  the  exhausting  suppuration,  the  deprivation  of  proper 
nourishment,  there  were  certainly  data  on  which  to  found  a  very 
bad  prognosis. 

The  first  medicine  that  was  prescribed  was  Arsenicum  in  the  3d 
trit.,  about  two  grains  once  in  three  hours  ;  while  brandy  and  water 
three  times  per  day,  with  occasional  spoonsful  of  beef  essence,  were 
carefully  administered.  The  ulcer  on  the  right  leg  was  dressed  with 
Calendula  lotion,  which  was  also  applied  over  the  protruding  extrem- 
ities of  the  fractured  bones.  It  was  some  days  before  much  improve- 
ment was  noticed,  but  gradually  the  symptoms  began  to  abate  in  their 
severity,  excepting  most  excessive  pain  in  the  region  of  the  hip-joint ; 
the  most  acute  pain  beginning  at  evening  and  lasting  through  the 
entire  night.  The  screams  of  the  poor  \)oj  were  such  that  the  other 
patients  in  the  ward  were  unable  to  sleep.  The  application  of  com- 
presses saturated  with  strong  tincture  of  Aconite  gave  relief  in  time 
to  this  distressing  symptom.  The  tympanitis  was  relieved  by  Jhir- 
pentine  in  three  to  five-drop  doses  taken  once  in  four  hours,  and  the 
remaining  symptoms  combated  as  they  presented  with  Bryonia^ 
Rkus  tox.,  and  Stdphur.  About  this  time  a  diarrhoea  became  very 
troublesome,  but  was  successfully  treated  with  Phosphorus  and  Phos- 
phoric-acid, During  this  treatment  stimulants  were  constantly  given, 
and  their  good  effect  was  very  appreciable.  At  length  the  disease 
was  overcome. 

Any  physician  who  has  had  opportunity  of  treating  typhoid  fever 
is  well  aware  of  the  prostrated  condition  in  which  it  leaves  the  patient, 
and  can  readily  understand  that  with  such  a  state  of  the  constitution 
any  severe  surgical  operation  is  incompatible.  But  the  boy  improved ; 
the  sores  on  his  leg  healed,  the  pain  in  the  hip  disappeared,  the 
spasms  of  the  flexor  muscles  passed  away,  but  nature,  as  the  process 
of  reparation  continued,  also  fastened  even  more  tightly  together  the 
boned  of  the  fractured  leg,  which,  be  it  remembered,  were  united 
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when  the  patient  entered  the  house,  and  he  had  heen  in  the  hospital, 
up  to  the  time  of  which  I  write,  nearly  six  weeks. 

As  the  danger  to  life  passed,  the  deformed  andmisshappened  limb 
began  to  claim  the  attention  it  deserved,  and  which  it  should  have 
received  when  the  injury  was  first  inflicted. 

My  first  impression,  and  I  believe  that  of  those  who  saw  him,  was 

hat  amputation  must  be  resorted  to ;  but  upon  reflection,  I  thought 

that  resection  might  be  practiced,  and  upon  conversation   with  my 

friend.  Dr.  Walker,  (also  a  surgeon  to  the  hospital,)  it  was  agreed  to 

attempt  it. 

On  the  second  of  March,  being  assisted  by  Br.  Vastin«  and  Dr. 
Fellerer,  and  in  the  presence  of  several  other  medical  gentlemen, 
having  placed  the  boy  upon  the  operating  table,  and  brought  him  fully 
under  the  anaesthetic  influencx**  I  jbe^an  the  operation  by  dissecting 
from  the  protruding  bones  the  mas«  of  granulations  ;  then  beginning 
about  five  inches  above  the  site  of  tWit^iure,  I  made  a  longitudinal 
incision  along  the  spine  of  the  tibia,  and  continued  it  three  or  four 
inches  below  the  protruding  bones  ;  this  incision  was  crossed  at  the 
centre  by  a  second  transverse  cut,  and  the  four  flaps  dissected  up. 
Keeping  the  edge  of  the  knife  close  to  the  bone,  the  aponeurosis  of 
the  tibialis  anticus  was  divided,  and  the  anterior  tibial  artery  pro- 
tected from  injury.  The  ends  of  the  bones  were  then  sawn  ofi^,  about 
tvo  inches  being  taken  away,  and  the  bony  adhesions  of  the  fibula, 
If&^ch  had  united  firmly  with  the  shin-bone,  were,  with  considerable 
lllfoe,  refractured.  The  foot  was  then  twisted  back  again,  placed  in 
its  positien,  and  fixed  securely  in  a  splint,  leaving  a  space  of  two 
inches  between  the  divided  extremities  of  the  bones,  from  which  the 
ends  had  been  removed.  During  the  operation  the  haemorrhage  was 
not  important,  but  when  I  visited  the  patient  in  the  evening,  there 
had  been  so  profuse  a  discharge  of  blood,  that  I  feared  the  teeth  of 
the  saw  had  wounded  the  anterior  tibial  artery.  All  dressing  was 
therefore  removed,  but  I  found  the  bleeding  to  arise  from  the  medul- 
lary canal.  Compresses  wetted  with  a  solution  of  the  liquor  Ferri- 
persulphatis  were  applied,  which  after  two  days  arrested  the 
haemorrhage.  On  the  6th  of  March,  Dr.  Walker  saw  the  patient  with 
me,  and  recommended  the  use  of  bran  dressings.  Accordingly  the 
'  limb  was  placed  in  a  fracture-box  extension,  made  to  keep  the  leg  the 
proper  length,  and  bran  packed  closely  around  it.  This  bran  dressing 
was  of  the  most  serviceable  nature — the  leg  was  never  moved  from 
its  position  ;  the  wound  could  be  cleansed  readily  and  as  often  as 
was  necessary,  could  be  examined  at  any  time,  and  could  receive  the 
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benefits  of  the  cold  Calendula  lotion,  which  was  constantly  applied. 
Moreover,  as  suppuration  took  place  the  pus  was  absorbed  by  the 
bran,  which  is  formed  into  hard  masses  that  were  easily  removed, 
and  the  place  refilled  with  fresh  material.  On  the  25th  a  sequestrum 
came  away  ;  on  the  27th  the  leg  was  taken  out  of  the  bran,  the  frac- 
ture-box cleahsod,  refilled  and  reapplied  as  before.  On  April  the 
fourth,  the  whole  apparatus  was  dispensed  with,  a  slight  splint  applied 
on  the  inside  of  the  leg  and  held  in  situ  by  adhesive  strips.  The  boy 
was  soon  about  the  house,  has  a  leg  of  the  same  length  as  the  other, 
and  though  not  quite  so  strong,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that 
with  the  perfect  motion  of  the  ankle  which  exists,  the  cure  will  ulti- 
mately be  very  perfect. — North  American  Journal  of  SomoBoptUhy , 
Nov.,  1865. 


.* 


Ancient  State  of  SuRttERv  in  Scotland. — ^When  the  surgeons 
of  Edinburgh  were,  in  1505,  incorporated,  under  the  denomination 
of  surgeons  and  barbers,  it  was  required  of  them  to  be  able  to  read 
and  write !  "  to  know  anatomic,  nature,  and  complexion  of  every 
member  of  humanis  bodie,  and  lykwayes  to  know  all  vaynes  of  the 
samyn,  that  he  may  make  flewbothmie  in  dew  time  ;"  together  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  shaving  beards.  These  were  all  the  qualifica- 
tions that  seemed  necessary  to  the  art  of  surgery,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  practice  of  physic  was,  if  possible,  in  a 
still  more  deplorable  state. — Campbell's  Journey  from  Edinburgh  to 
the  Highlands. 
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PHOSPHORUS. 

Some  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  pathogenetic  action  of  Phosphorus 

and  its  compounds,  in  health  and  disease. 

BT  E.  M.  HALK,  M.  D.,  PROF.  OF  MATEHIA  MEDICA,   CHICAGO,  ILLS. 

Much  has  been  written  concerning  Phosphorus,  It  is  one  of  our 
most  important  remedial  agents.  But  the  method  to  be  adopted  in 
its  administration  may  be  said  to  be  still  an  open  question.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  various  preparations  of  that  drug,  namely  :  Phos- 
phoric acid,  the  Phosphates,  Phosphites,  and  Hypophosphites. 
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The  principal  part  of  the  following  paper  was  written  several  years 
ftgo,  bat  the  writer  has  not  seen  anything  since  to  change  his  yiews 
materially  on  the  subject. 

First,  in  relation  to  the  pathogenetic  and  curative  action  of  pure 
Phosphorus, 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  there  are  certain  pertinent 
queations  which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  thought  of,  or  answered. 
Physiologists  and  chemists  have  only  treated  of  two  phases  or  condi- 
tions of  the  human  system  in  relation  to  Phosphorus. 

1.  The  uses  of  Phosphorus  and  its  compounds  when  existing  in  a 
normal  amount  in  the  solids  and  fluids  of  the  body. 

2.  The  consequences  of  a  deficiency  of  Phosphorus  and  the  Phos- 
phates in  the  body. 

But  there  is  another  and  equally  important  point  to  be  investiga- 
ted, and  which  appears  to  have  been  entirely  and  unaccountably 
oyer  looked,  viz.: 

WTiat  would  be  the  consequences  arisifig  from  an  excess  of  Phos- 
phorus and  its  compounds  in  the  blood  and  tissues  1 

We  are  told  that  the  presence  of  Phosphorus  is  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  the  whole  human  organization.  Without  Phos- 
phate of  lime  the  bones  soften  and  become  liable  to  many  diseases. 
Without  Phosphate  of  potash  the  muscles  lose  their  tenacity,  etc. 
Phosphorus  in  some  form  must  be  present  in  the  nerves,  blood,  flesh, 
and  viscera,  in  order  to  maintain  their  integrity  ;  its  deprivation  is 
sure  to  be  followed  by  aberrations  or  lesions  of  vitality  more  or  less 
severe.  Deprived  of  this  important  constituent,  the  blood  becomes 
impoverished,  the  nerves  lose  their  vitality,  and  a  general  condition 
of  exhaustion  and  wasting  is  sure  to  obtain. 

But  what  if  the  contrary  condition  should  exist  ?  What  if  the 
blood  contained  an  excess  of  the  Phosphates  ?  What  if  the  nerves, 
bones,  muscles,  or  any  of  the  important  viscera,  should  contain  an 
excess  of  Phosphorus  ?  Would  there  be  no  abnormal  manifestations  ? 
no  pathological  states  or  peculiar  conditions,  as  the  result  ?  I  have 
looked  in  vain  for  an  elucidation  of  these  questions,  but  so  far  with- 
out any  satisfactory  result.  No  medical  author  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted  mentions  this  contingency  ;  no  work  on  pathology,  physiol- 
ogy, or  physiological  chemistry,  treats  of  this  matter.  They  have 
only  investigated  and  elucidated  the  consequences  of  its  existence  in 
a  normal  quantity  in  the  body,  and  the  conditions  which  arise  from 
its  diminution. 

If  its  presence  in  normal  quantities  in  the  blood  and  tissues  pro- 
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dace  conditions  of  health  and  perfect  vitality,  and  its  decrease  in  the 
fluids  and  solids  cause  diseases  characterized  hj  wasting  and  deficient 
vitality,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  its  introduction  in  excessive 
quantities  into  the  various  organs,  etc  ? 

If  a  loss  of  Phosphorus  causes  conditions  of  asthenia^  would  not 
its  eoccess  cause  sthenia  ?  If  its  loss  depresses,  would  its  excess  cause 
hyper-stimulation  ?  If  a  deficiency  of  Phosphorus  in  the  blood  causes 
phthisis,  and  deposit  of  tubercles,  from  deficient  vitality,  would  not 
its  excess  in  the  blood  set  up  inflammation  in  the  pulmonary  organs? 
We  might  go  on  propounding  these  queries  to  any  extent,  but  will 
let  these  suffice  for  the  present.  But  they  are  questions  of  great 
import,  and  must  have  a  very  important  bearing,  not  only  on  the 
aetiology'^of  disease,  but  upon  the  therapeutic  value  of  Phosphorus  and 
its  preparations.  Nor  can  we  give  any  definite  rules  for  the  use  of 
this  remedy  in  disease,  until  these  questions  are  answered. 

Are  these  questions  answered  in  any  published  work  on  disease 
or  medicine  ?  So*far  as  the  literature  of  the  allopathic  school  is  con- 
cerned, they  are  not.  But  in  the  homoeopathic  annals  may  be  found 
impartial  answer  to  the  questions  above  propounded.  I  allude  to  the 
** promngs ''  of  Phosphorus  and  Phosphoric  axdd,  and  the  record  of 
their  vac  in  various  diseases. 

If  we  separate  the  **  curative  "  or  clinical  symptoms  from  the 
acttuillt/  pathogenetic  of  these  two  proven  drugs,  we  have  left  a  pretty 
good  picture  of  the  conditions,  symptoms,  etc.,  caused  by  an  excess 
of  these  natural  constituents. 

An  excess  of  Phosphorus  in  the  brain,  lungs,  liver,  kidneys,  etc., 
causes,  first,  hyper-stimulation  of  those  organs,  then  inflammation  and 
disorganization. 

If  we  accept  these  natural  propositions,  the  deductions  which  fol- 
low are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  homoeopathic  physician. 

1.  In  diseases  arising  from  a  deficiency  of  Phosphorus,  it  must  be 
introduced  into  the  system  in  the  most  assimilable  form,  and  in  suffi- 
cient (material)  quantities  to  replace  the  waste  which  has  taken  place. 
In  this  case  it  is  not  given  as  a  medicine  purely,  but  as  an  aliment. 
This  I  consider  to  be  the  case  with  all  the  mineral  constituents  of 
the  organism.      They  all  have  a  two- fold  action  on  the  growth  and 
health  of  the  body.     In  the  one  case  they  act  in  the  system  as  food, 
and   go  to  make  up  the  elements  of  the   tissues  and  organs,  being 
distributed  thereto  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation.      In  the 
other  they  act  as  medicinal  agents,  causing,  when  in  excess,  certain 
definite  pathological  states,  which  remain  until  the  amount  of  mineral 
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becomes  reduced  to  a  normal  standard.  Or,  when  given  in  medicinal 
doses,  i.  e.,  atomic,  they  cure  diseases  and  conditions  which  resemble 
the  effects  of  such  agent,  when  introduced  into  the  circulation  in 
excessive  quantities. 

And  here  must  be  drawn  a  careful  distinction  between  the  actual 
pathological  state  caused  by  a  mineral,  and  the  similar  state  which 
may  be  cured  by  that  drug.  Some  of  our  would-be  leaders,  especially 
the  "  seceded  '*  Dr.  Peters,  has  fallen  into  this  great  error.  Dr. 
Peters,  in  his  monogram  on  apoplei^y,  recommends  Ferrum  in  that 
disorder.  He  says,  page  18,  "  Ferrt^m  is  the  most  important  homoeo- 
pathic remedy  against  true  plethora  and  apoplexy."  ''  Hence,  because 
it  is  known  to  increase  the  quantity  of  blood-globules,  as  far  as  the 
pathology  of  the  disease  is  a  guide,  it  is  a,  or  even  the  most  homoeo- 
pathic remedy  to  true  arterial  congestive  apoplexy."  This  assertion 
I  utterly  deny.  In  view  of  this  erroneous  understanding  of  the 
homoeopathic  law,  we  cannot  wonder  that  Dr.  Peters  should  desert  a 
practice  which  he  so  little  understood.  Such  a  treatment  would  be 
isopcUhy,  not  homoeopathy.  For  congestive  apoplexy  is  caused  by  a 
condition  of  the  blood  purely  the  same  as  that  caused  by  large  doses 
of  Iron,  viz.:  an  undue  amount  of  iron  in  the  blood,  with  an  actual 
increase  of  the  quantity  of  blood-globules,  and  a  diminution  of  the 
water.  It  is  in  fact  an  iron-plethora,  and  should' no  more  be  treated 
with  iron  than  urcemic  convulsions  and  urcemia  shotdd  be  treated  with 
Urea  or  Ammonia,  (Lehman,  from  experiments  which  he  instituted 
in  Bright's  disease  and  scarlatina,  almost  concludes  that  the  symptoms 
of  Uraemia  arises  from  excess  of  Ammonia  and  not  TJrea  in  the  blood. 
The  same  is  asserted  by  Stannius.  Frerichs  comes  to  the  same  con- 
clusion.) 

An  excess  of  Lactic  add  in  the  blood  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of 
rheumatism,  yet  no  sane  homoeopathist  would  think  of  giving  the  most 
imponderable  doses  of  Lactic  acid  in  that  disease.  The  treatment  of 
true  congestive  plethora  must  be  both  chemical  and  dynamical.  The 
abnormal  amount  of  iron  and  globules  in  the  blood  must  be  reduced 
by  proper  regimen  and  the  use  of  certain  medicines,  and  the  symp- 
toms met  by  remedies  which  induce  similar  ones.  {Belladonna^ 
GUmoine,  Gelseminum,  etc.) 

But  there  is  a  plethora  for  which  Ferrum  is  the  specific.  I  allude 
to  hydramia^  a  condition  when  all  the  symptoms,  even  to  the  extent 
of  apoplexy  (serous)  are  similar  to  those  ot  real  plethora,  but  in 
which  the  condition  of  the  blood  is  .the  reverse.  The  watery  parts  of 
the  blood  are  in  excess,  and  the  iron  and  globules  deficient.     ItQ\i  v^ 
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hore  homoeopathic,  because  it  causes  similar  (not  identical)  symptomfi. 

To  return  to  the  consideration  of  Phosphorus  :  If  we  should  meet 
with  cases  in  which  it  was  evident  that  the  morbid  condition  was 
dependent  upon  an  excess  of  that  substance  in  the  system,  the  remedy 
would  not  be  Phosphorus,  (as  Dr.  Peters  would  have  it,)  but  some 
known  chemical  antidote,  aided  by  remedies  which  meet  the  symp- 
tomatic indications.     This  leads  us  to  my  second  proposition. 

2.  In  diseases,  or  pathological  conditions,  which  are  similar  to 
those  caused  by  excess  of  Phosphorus  in  the  system,  (as  developed 
by  provings,  accidental  poisoning,  saturation,  etc.,)  the  proper  hom- 
oeopathic specific  would  be  Phosphorus,  in  impouderable  doses,  in 
auch  a  form  as  to  be  most  readily  and  certainly  introduced  into  the 
system,  and  brought  into  contact  with  the  diseased  tissues.  In  the 
stage  of  pneumonia,''  in  which  Phosphorus  is  most  indicated  as  a  per- 
fectly homoeopathic  remedy,  viz.:  the  second  stage  of  inflammation, 
with  great  excitement,  bloody  sputa,  &c.,  it  should  only  be  given  in 
the  smallest  doses,  as  the  6th  or  12th ;  but  in  the  latter,  or  third 
stage,  with  so-called  nervous  symptoms,  threatening  paralysis  of  the 
lungs  and  purulent  infiltration,  rapid  prostration,  &c.,  it  should  be 
employed  in  more  material  doses,  for  here  we  have  a  diminution  of 
Phosphorus  in  the  system,  and  a  consequent  failing  of  the  vital  power. 
In  such  conditions,  the  first  attenuation  of  Phosphorus,  or  what  may 
be  more  efl&cient,  the  Hypophosphite  of  Ammonia,  should  be  used  freely. 

In  a  careful  study  of  the  toxical  or  pathogenetic  eflfects  of  Phos- 
phorus, we  find  that  all  the  symptoms  of  its  primary  effects  are  those 
of  hyper-aesthenia,  or  hyper-stimulation,  with  their  consequent  condi- 
tions of  irritation  and  inflammation.  If  these  effects  pass  beyond  a 
certain  point,  the  tide  turns,  and  we  have  failing  of  the  nerve-force, 
prostration  of  vital  power,  collapse,  disorganization  and  death.  There 
are  those  who  would  not  consider  them  as  secondary  symptoms  of  the 
poison,  but  as  a  state  of  reaction  from  over  stimulation,  such  as  occurs 
from  the  exhibition  of  enormous  doses  of  Quinine,  or  follows  the  sub- 
sidence of  acute  pain.  It  does  not  materially  matter  which  view  is 
taken,  the  indications  for  the  use  of  the  medicine  arc  the  same,  viz.: 
In  those  instances  in  which  the  symptoms  and  conditions  simulate 
the  primary  effects  of  the  drug,  minute  doses  must  be  used,  and,  in 
those  conditions  which  are  similar  to  its  secondary  effects,  (or  reac- 
tion) larger  and  more  ponderable  doses  are  called  for. 

We  must  notice  another  important  question  which  arises  out  of 
this  subject,  and  which  must  be  settled  by  pathological  provings  be- 
fore  we  can  decide  it  with  any  certainty. 
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Will  Phosphoric  and  Hjpo-phosphoroaw  acids  cause  symptoms  and 
eonditions  of  hyper-aesthenia  and  inflammation  ?  Or,  will  these  salts^ 
when  given  in  excess,  have  the  same  ejects  as  Fhospkorus?  The 
experiments  of  Dr.  Churchill  and  others  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
these  acids  and  their  salts  are  capable  of  setting  up  such  action. 
But  in  our  provings  of  Phosphoric  add^  we  do  not  meet  with  symp- 
toms which  simulate  inflammation,  or  even  hyper-semia.  In  examining 
the  records  of  the  toxical  effects  of  this  compound  of  Phosphorus,  we 
note  that  animals  have  been  killed  with  each,  but  no  mention  is  made 
of  the  pathological  changes  occurring. 

We  know  from  numerous  and  authentic  observations,  that  Phm- 
phorus  has  caused  death,  with  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  lungs, 
liver  and  kidneys. 

May  it  not  be  that  the  ultimate  atoms  of  Phosphorus  are  of  a 
peculiar  irritating  character,  capable  of  lighting  up  inflammation  in 
almost  any  organ  to  which  they  are  carried,  before  oxydation  changes 
them  into  the  atoms  of  the  various  acids  of  that  substance  ?  In  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  the  following  propositions  may  be 
oonsidored  as  guides  in  its  administration  : 

1.  Phosphorus^  when  introduced  into  the  circulation  in  an  unoxy- 
dized  state,  causes  active  congestion,  inflammation,  &c.,  of  certain 
organs  and  tissues  of  the  body.  (Conditions  of  excessive  irritation 
and  stimulation,  especially  of  the  nervous  centers.) 

2.  In  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  these  conditions,  we  must 
administer  Phosphorus  in  atomic  doses,  in  an  unoxydizcd  state,  in 
order  that  it  shall  reach  the  diseased  tissues  (if  possible)  in  that 
condition. 

3.  Phosphoric  and  JffyjEW-phosphoroM*  acid,  and  their  salts,  cause 
conditions  of  hyper-stimulation,  congestions,  etc.,  but  not  any  actual 
inflammation,  so  far  as  we  know.  The  exact  extent  of  the  pathologi- 
cal effects  of  these  compounds  remains  to  be  determined  by  further 
symptomatic  and  physio-pathological  provings. 

4.  We  would  not  now  be  justified  in  using  these  compounds  in 
active  sthenia,  congestions,  inflammations,  or  excessive  irritations  of 
nervous  tissues.  In  pneumonia,  especially,  they  seem  of  doubtful 
utility,  while  they  are  undoubtly  homoeopathic  to  many  morbid  states, 
which  are  shadowed  forth  both  in  the  provings  of  Phosphorus  and 
Phosphoric  add, 

5.  Future  experiments,  provings  and  investigations  must  decide 
the  difference  between  the  pathological  effects  of  pure  wwoxy dized 
Phosphorus,  and  its  ozydized  compounds. 
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6.  Phosphoric  and  Hypophosphorus.  acida  and  their  compounds 
may  be  used  extensively  as  chemico-physiologioal  remedies.  They 
act  by  replacing  a  loss  of  the  phosphorized  elements  of  the  blood, 
and  other  fluids  of  the  body,  in  the  same  way  that  Iron  is  used  in  cer- 
tain conditions. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
BOLETI. 


Being  desirous  of  making  my  forthcoming  Monograph  on  the 
Boleti  as  exhaustive  as  possible,  I  respectfully  ask  every  physician 
who  has  used  the  Boleti  in  disease,  to  'send  me  the  result  of  his 
experience  with  the  remedy,  by  the  first  day  of  January,  1866.  It 
will  be  published  and  due  credit  given  to  each  contributor. 

Lyons,  Iowa,  Box  234.  Wm.  H.  Burt. 
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On  High  Potencies  and  Homgeopathics,  Clinical  Cases  and  Ob- 
servations. By  B.*  FiNOKE,  M.  D„  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  with  an 
appendix  containing  Hahnemann's  original  views  and  rules  on  the 
homoeopathic  dose,  chronologically  arranged,  pp.132.  Phil. :  A.  J. 
Tafel,  1865.     $1,25. 

The  book  comprises  reports  of  cases  with  high  dilutions,  and 
sundry  observations.  Dr.  Fincke  relates  cures  with  the  71,000th 
centesimal  potency !  The  mode  of  preparing  these  highly  attenuated 
remedies  he  does  not  think  proper  to  communicate  to  the  profession, 
but  promises  to  do  so  at  a*'  proper  time."  In  the  meanwhile  he  pro- 
poses to  call  his  preparations  "  Fluxion  Potencies j''  puts  them  up 
in  vials  of  1000  pellets,  fixes  the  price  at  $8,00  per  vial  for  the  71,- 
000,  **  invariably  cashy^  and  appoints  A.  J.  Tafel  sole  agent  for  their 
distribution.  There  may  be  merit  in  the  w«rk,  and  value  in  the 
medicines,  but  the  homoeopathic  profession  will  not  favor  the  nostrum 
idea. 

The  book  needs  an  index  as  well  as  a  special  vocabulary,  as  there 
are  a  large  number  of  words  in  the  book  that  students  will  not  find  in 
any  dictionary  extant. 

That  our  readers  may  have  a  correct  idea  of  Dr.  Fincke's  style, 
we  will  reprint  the  first  eighteen  observations  following  his  seventh 
series  : 
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1.  Homoeopathic  High  Potencies  as  high  as  71,000,  are  efficacious 
and  curative. 

2.  The  terminus  and  limit  number  of  the  efficaciousness  of  High 
Potencies  is  not  reached  yet  at  71,000,  and  the  question  is  still  open. 

3.  High  Potencies  sometimes  heal  symptoms  produced  by  lower 
Potencies. 

4.  High  Potencies  heal,  sometimes,  what  lower  ones  did  not. 

5.  High  Potencies,  as  high  as  71,000,  are  sufficient  to  cure  by  one 
single  dose. 

6.  In  these  Higher  Potencies  the  original  substance  from  which 
they  are  started,  is  still  discernable  by  the  pathogenetic  picture  of 
the  case  cured,  which  picture  is  similar  to  the  pathopoetic  picture  of 
the  lower  Potencies. 

7.  By  comparing  the  susceptibility  of  the  same  person  in  the 
different  states  of  health  and  disease,  we  arrive  at  the  possibility  of 
finding  the  dose  commensurate  in  the  given  case. 

8.  With  this  view,  measures  should  be  taken  to  institute  experi- 
ments upon  certain  persons  all  through  their  time  of  life,  with  regard 
to  their  ascendants  and  their  medical  history. 

9.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to  collect  the  pathematic 
pictures  so  obtained,  from  time  to  time,  in  one  common  work,  forming 
a  Comparative  Materia  Medica  Pura,  and  running  perpetually  from 
age  to  age. 

10.  The  diseases  described  in  the  allopathic  text  books  on  Pathol- 
ogy, should  be  carefully  examined  into,  as  to  their  origin  and  compli- 
cation, owing  to  allopathic  medication.  And  such  observations  as  are 
not  pure  and  exact,  should  be  rejected,  in  spite  of  all  high  authority. 

11.  Under  treatment,  frequently  symptoms  make  their  appearance, 
which  belong  to  the  pathopoetic  action  of  the  remedy  applied,  and 
such  are  acceptable  as  pathopoetic  symptoms  available  for  cure. 

12.  Pathogenetic  symptoms  cured  by  one  single  remedy  without 
interference  of  any  other  remedial  agent,  may  be  considered  as 
equivalent  to  pathopoetic  symptoms,  and  as  available  for  cure. 

13.  The  Provings  and  the  Clinics,  including  the  aggravations 
observed  during  treatment  with  High  Potencies,  taken  together,  prove, 
when  compared,  the  correctness  of  each  other. 

14.  The  action  of  Homoeopathic  High  Potencies  is  in  no  way 
explainable  by  the  so-called  Humoral  Pathology,  the  quantities  con- 
cerned being  too  fine  and  too  little,  as  to  be  proportionable  to  the 
elements  of  the  lymph  and  blood  and  their  constituents. 

16.  The  nervous  system  offers  a  possibility  of  finding  a  rationale 
for  the  action  of  Homoeopathic  High  Potencies  upon  the  organism. 

16.  Many  analogies  from  Physiology  and  Pathology  point  to  the 
manner  in  which  Homoeopathic  High  Potencies  may  act  upon  the 
organism. 

For  instance,  we  know,  that  the  slightest  impression  upon  the  skin 
is  conveyed  to  the  brain  and  occasions  an  impression  there,  which  is 
aecepted  to  be  mediated  only  by  the  nervous  system.  The  slightest 
and  least  amount  of  olfactory  matter  is  perceived  by  the  expansion  of 
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the  olfactory  nerve  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose,  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  brain  by  the  nerve  mentioned.  The  least  ray  of  light 
causes  intolerable  pain  in  strumous  ophthalmia.  In  the  ear  of  our  ven- 
erable colleague,  Aegidi*  a  flock  of  cotton  was  suflScient  to  prevent 
a  train  of  serious  perturbations  of  health  bordering  on  apoplexy.  The 
wine-taster  can,  on  his  tongue,  distinguish  a  certain  taste  among 
different  wines.  Chemical  changes  in  the  bowels  are  perceived  as 
pain,  by  the  nerves  distributed  to  them.  Thoughts  uttered  in  speech 
or  writing  by  a  distant  individual,  perhaps  distant  by  centuries  and 
death,  enter  the  brain  and  work  accordant  changes,  certainly  not  by 
means  of  the  bones  or  muscles,  but  by  means  of  the  nervous  system. 
Miasms,  unapt  to  be  isolated  and  so  detected,  affect  the  body  and 
change  its  healthy  into  a  morbid  state,  by  the  medium  of  the  nervous 
system. 

17.  Physiology  abounds  with  instances  of  chemical  actions  in  the 
organism  modified  by  nervous  influence.  And  in  the  face  of  these 
facts  the  nervous  system  must  be  considered  to  be  the  government  of 
the  union  of  the  organism,  for  its  self-preservation  and  enjoyment,  as 
a  little  Republic  or  Microcosm. 

18.  As  other  agencies  of  similar  nature,  and  as  the  so  called  Im- 
ponderabilia  (in  reality  High  Potencies  of  Nature),  Heat,  Light, 
Electricity,  GFalvanism,  Magnetism,  Mechanical  and  Chemical  Action, 
and  Physical  and  Organical  Action  withal,  act  upon  the  human  organ- 
ism ;  so  the  Homoeopathic  High  Potencies  themselves  affect  the 
organism  equally  in  Hygiopoesis  and  Pathopoesis. 

Geometry  of  Vital  Forces,   by   F.   Vanderburgh,   M.   D.,   New 
York.     Charles  T.  Hurlburt,  437  Broome  St.,  N.  Y. 

When  we  took  up  this  book  to  read,  we  were  surprised  at  some  of 
the  statements  made  at  the  commencement.  As  we  proceeded  we 
became  satisfied  that  we  were  not  competent  to  do  it  justice,  and, 
therefore,  sent  to  a  Professor  in  one  of  our  Colleges.  He  now  favors 
us  with  the  following  review. 

Should  Dr.  V.  consider  that  he  has  been  misunderstood,  our 
pages  will  be  open  to  him  for  explanations.    ^ 

When  King  Solomon  said  that  of  making  many  books  there  is 
no  end,  he  must  have  seen  with  a  prophetic  eye  this  period  .of  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  which  the  almost  omnipotent  and  omnipresent 
press,  is  pouring  its  ceaseless  and  countless  tide  of  books  upon  the 
people.  But  when  Solomon  said  there  is  nothing  new  under  the 
sun,  he  must  have  been  unconscious  of  the  possible  existence  of  such 
a  mind  as  that  of  Dr.  Vanderburgh's.  Not  wishing  to  cast  a  doubt 
upon  the  truth  of  inspiration,  and  yet  fully  persuaded  that  the  book 
before  us  is  most  certainly  a  new  thing,  philosophically  speaking,  we 

*  Allg.  Horn.  Zeit.,  Vol.  65,  p.  12S. 
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must  ex  necessitate  cooclude,  that  Solomon  was  speaking  historically, 
rather  than  prophetically,  when  he  thus  summarily  upset  the  fond 
schemes  of  all  novelty  mongers. 

If  any  man  ever  doubted  that  words  were  invented  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  thought,  he  has  only  to  send  a  sipall  remittance  to  the 
publisher  of  this  book,  and  get  a  copy  of  The  Geometry  of  Vital 
Forces,  and  after  reading  any  two  consecutive  pages,  he  will  be  con- 
yinced  that  whatever  words  may  have  been  originally  invented  for, 
they  can  bB  used  for  just  such  an  absurd  purpose. 

If  we  had  such  a  system  as  Psychological.Surgery,  we  would  sug- 
gest that  this  work  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  some  practitioner  of 
the  art ;  for  it  is  manifestly  laboring  under  the  effects  of  a  morbid 
state,  known  as  "  the  solution  of  the  continuity  of  the  parts."  The 
mind  of  the  reader  is  often  led  very  clearly  and  comprehensively 
along  the  channels  of  some  single  thought,  hardly  in  any  instance 
more  than  half  a  paragraph,  to  be  suddenly  and  abruptly  capsized 
into  some  most  incomprehensible,  vague  and  apparently  absurd  phi- 
losophical reasoning,  which  has  no  connection  with  what  precedes  it, 
except  as  a  matter  of  sequence. 

The  author  states,  however,  that  he  has  had  but  eight  weeks  to 
devote  to  the  subject.  Whether  he  means  that  he  has  studied  it  only 
eight  weeks,  (which  seems  the  more  likely  of  the  two,)  or  that  he  has 
produced  the  work  before  us  in  ihat  brief  time,  we  know  not.  But 
he  seems  to  account  for  the  want  of  "  continuity,**  by  the  amount  of 
"  condensation."  And  to  our  mind,  it  is  so  thoroughly  condensed  in 
most  of  its  statements,  as  to  be  perfectly  opaque  and  incomprehensible. 

Never  having  had  a  taste  for  the  higher  mathematics,  it  may  be 
easy  to  account  for  the  great  difficulty  we  have  experienced  in  appre- 
hending the  drift  of  the  author's  arguments.  Nevertheless,  we  have 
ventured  to  note  down  a  few  points,  which  we  understand  to  be  the 
object  aimed  at  by  the  Doctor. 

Every  atom  revolves  on  an  eccentric  axis. 

The  specific  gravity  of  an  atom  is  lost  in  its  revolutions. 

Oxygen,  Hydrogen,  Nitrogen  and  Carbon,  constitute  the  greater 
part  of  the  universe  ;  and  the  atoms  of  each  being  an  expression  of 
a  rotary  force,  they  are,  therefore,  "  the  four  primary  forces  of  nature." 

Oxygen,  according  to  Dr.  V.,  has  the  greatest  specific  gravity ; 
and  consequently  it  has  the  greatest  rotary  force  ;  and  it,  therefore, 
follows,  that  of  these  forces.  Oxygen  is  as  much  greater,  proportion- 
ately, as  16  is  greater  than  1,  or  14,  or  G. 

The  motion  of  any  mass,  is  the  sum  of  the  motion  of  its  atoms. 
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Every  atom  reyolvmg  on  an  eccentric  axis,  causes  every  mass  to 
move  in  a  curviliniar  form. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  taught  that  gravitation  causes  the  reyolution  of 
the  heavenly  bodies.  Dr.  Vanderburgh  teaches  that  their  revolution 
is  due  to  the  rotation  of  their  atoms. 

The  foregoing  doctrines  are  brought  forward,  and  applied  to  a  so- 
lution of  "  the  problems  of  life/*  as  our  author  claims,  in  a  very  com- 
plete and  satisfactory  manner.  But  so  incomprehensible  is  much  of 
the  work,  that  it  is  very  possible  we  may  have  misapprehended  the 
Doctor's  meaning ;  and  it  may  be  true,  that  he  teaches  none  of  the 
above  points. 

If  any  of  our  readers  should  find  any  such  difl&cultics  as  we  have 
experienced  in  perusing  the  book,  they  will  find  the  key  to  our  final 
success  on  page  61.  Says  the  author  :  "  Every  scientific  work  which 
treats  of  life,  demonstrates  the  nervous  system  centripetally ;  and 
every  work  thus  written,  must  be  read  backward  to  be  understood  by 
,the  reader." 

Applying  this  rule  to  the  Geometry  of  Vital  Forces,  the  reader  is 
left  to  judge  if  Dr.  V.  has  not  really  written  everything  backward, 
and  means  just  the  opposite  of  what  he  says. 

If  we  have  apprehended  the  author's  ideas,  and  have  made  a  plain 
statement  of  them,  the  query  comes  up,  why  did  he  not  choose 
equally  simple  language,  and  not  wrap  up  his  thoughts  in  such  ob- 
scure wording  ? 

But  we  are  happy  to  say,  that  in  the  book  are  many  beautiful 
thoughts,  elegantly  and  clearly  expressed.  There  is,  in  much  of  it, 
a  force  of  language  few  authors  have  the  power  to  use.  At  random 
we  may  specify  pages  6,  7  and  8 ;  also  pages  43,  44  and  45.  The  same 
is  true  of  passages  on  many  other  pages.  But  the  height  of  absurdity 
is  reached  on  page  33. 

Dr.  Vanderburgh  is  evidently  a  strong  thinker.  His  work  is  to  the 
reader  much  more  suggestive,  than  explanatory  of  thought.  It  well 
repays  perusal  both  for  what  it  is,  and  for  what  it  attempts  to  be. 

The  (British)  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review.  Published  by 
Henry  Turner  &  Co.,  London,  England,  also  by  E.  A.  Lodge,  166 
Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit.    $4  per  year. 

Dr.  Bayes  and  A.  C.  Pope,  Esq.,  have  been  associated  with  Dr. 

Byan  in  the  Editorial  department.     November  number  contains  : — 

The  Medical  Schools.  The  Introductory  Addresses  at  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  Medical  Session,  1865-66. — Cholera.  On  the  duty 
of  Presc  nting  Petitions  to  the  Privy  Council  and  Parliament.     By 
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Frederick  Smith,  Esq. — The  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Colic  in 
Horses.  By  W.  C.  Lord,  Esq.,  F.  R.  P.  S.— A  Few  Practical  Re- 
marks on  the  Use  of  Carbolic  Acid,  and  of  Phytolacca  Decandra  and 
P.  Octandra  in  Diphtheria.  By  Dr.  Bayes. — Observations  on  the 
Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Asiatic  Cholera.  By  Thomas  Wilson, 
M.  D. — Case  of  Attempted  Poisoning  by  Laudanum,  cured  by  Bella- 
donna. By  A.  C.  Clifton,  Esq. — A  Case  of  Chronic  Bronchitis  and 
Traumatic  Corneitis.  By  J.  H.  Nankivell,  Esq. — Review  :  The 
Hahnemannian  Monthly. — Notabilia  :  Northern  Homoeopathic  Med- 
ical Association.  An  Allopathic  Surgeon  huffed  by  the  "  Times." 
The  Cattle  Plague  Commission  Cholera  m  Naples.  Introductories 
of  Old.  Obituary :  Dr.  Joseph  Hewitt.  Books  Received.  To  Cor- 
respondents. 

The  new  volume  of  the  Review  will  commence  in  January,  and 
we  hope  the  number  of  its  American  readers  will  be  largely  increased. 
The  Review  is  conducted  by  able  Editors,  and  well  merits  more  atten- 
tion from  American  homoeopaths  than  it  is  now  receiving. 

The  Western  Homceopathic  Observer.     Published  by  Dr.  H.  C. 

G.  Luyties,  St.  Louis.     Octavo,  20  pages  per  month.      $1,60  per 

year. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  the  first  number  of  the  third  volume  of  this 
Monthly.  It  has  been  very  well  conducted  heretofore  by  W.  Tod 
Helmuth,  M.  D.  He  has  now  associated  with  him  G.  S.  Walker, 
M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in 
the  Homoeopathic  College  of  Missouri ;  and  it  will  doubtless  continue 
to  be  interesting.  The  Nov.  number  contains  an  article  by  Prof. 
Walker,  "Experiences  with  High  Dilutions  " — **  Thoughts  on 
Allopathic  Therapeutics  " — A  reply  to  Prof.  Lippe's  attack  of  "  Hel- 
muth on  Diphtheria,"  by  *'  Junius  " — Proceedings  of  the  St.  Louis 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  at  which  the  experience  of  several 
physicians  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  was  related. 

Annual  Directory  op  Homceopathic  Physicians,   Colleges,  Soci- 
eties, Hospitals,  Pharmacies  and  Publishing  Houses. 

Dr.  John  B.  Hall,  of  Cleveland,  promises  to  issue  this  work  by 
the  1st  of  January,  1866.  We  hope  the  physicians  will  enable  him 
to  print  a  correct  list,  as  there  is  a  great  need  of  such  a  publication. 
We  have  had  no  Homoepathic  Directory  since  that  of  Dr.  Henry  M. 
Smith,  issued  in  New  York  some  ten  years  ago.  Dr.  Luyties,  of  St. 
Louis,  Dr.  James,  of  Philadelphia,  and  ourselves  have  all  been 
engaged  in  collecting  material  for  such  a  work  >  but  if  Dr.  Hall's 
Directory  shall  be  at  all  complete  or  satisfactory,  the  other  projects 
will  no  doubt  bo  abandoned. 
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Medical  Pomposity,  or  the  Doctor's  Dream.  A  Poem.  By  Wm 
Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.     Octavo,  25  cents. 

We  have  prevailed  upon  the  author  of  the  above  to  allow  us  to 
publish  the  entire  poem,  a  part  of  which  was,  by  especial  request, 
repeated  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of 
Cincinnati,  in  honor  of  the  re-organization  of  the  American  Institute, 
in  June,  1865. 

The  lines  abound  in  wit  and  satire  upon  the  Medical  Profession 
of  this  country,  and  wherever  they  have  been  produced,  have  been 
invariably  received  with  great  eclat. 

The  correspondent  of  the  American  Homasopathic  Observer,  in 
detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Institute,  speaks  of  them  in  the 
highest  possible  terms.  The  Publisher  has  endeavored  to  do  his  part, 
in  presenting  the  verses  to  the  Profession  in  handsome  style,  and 
trusts  that  the  publication  will  meet  with  a  flattering  reception. 

The  poem  by  Prof.  W.  Tod  Helmuth  is  now  ready  for  delivery, 
and  we  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  a  copy,  free  of  postage, 
to  all  of  our  subscribers  who  pay  for  the  Observer  before  the  first  of 
February. 

The  American  Homoeopathic  Review. 

The  November  number  contains  an  article  on  Dysentery,  by  P. 
Gt.  (Ehme,  M.  D.,  a  paper  by  Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  on  the  Attenua-' 
tion  of  Remedies,  and  another  on  Bryonia  by  the  same,  with  Clinical 
Observations,  by  W.  Gallupe,  M.  D.,  and  C.  Schaefer,  M.  D.,  also 
several  miscellaneous  articles. 

The  Cholera. 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  Editors  of  the  "  American 
HomcBopathic  Review"  is  contributing  to  the  New  York  "  Independ- 
ent "  a  series  of  excellent  articles  on  cholera. 

American  Hom(Eopathist. — Charles  Cropper,  M.  D.,  will  have  asso- 
ciated with  him  hereafter  in  the  Editorial  department,  the  Faculty 
of  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College. 

The  Hahnemannian. — The  last  issues  contain  some  excellent  articles 

Reserved  for  Notice  Hereafter. 


Address  before  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  delivered  May  10,  1865,  by  the  President,  Henry  D. 
Paine,  M.  D.,  of  New  York. 

Dr.  CuLLis'  Home  for  Incurable  Consumptives. — First  Annual 
Report  will  be  noticed  in  February  number. 
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Burt* — ^W.  H.  Burt,  M.  D.,  is  now  preparing  a  work  on  the  Boleti, 

GMni86y« — H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in 
the  Philadelphia  Homoeopathic  College,  is  the  author  of  a  complete 
work  on  Parturition  and  the  Diseases  of  Females  and  Children,  now 
in  press.     Will  be  published  by  F.  E.  Boericke,  Philadelphia. 

Iato« — Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  writes  :  "  My  health  is  improving,  so  much 
so  that  if  I  get  no  relapse  before  the  first  of  January,  I  shall  try  to 
deliver  my  regular  course  of  lectures.  Whether  I  can  endure  to 
give  five  lectures  a  week  is  somewhat  in  doubt.  I  am  receiving, 
nearly  every  day,  some  clinical  facts  relating  to  New  Remedies." 

W.  H.  Holcombe,  M.  D.,  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  W.  Tod  Helmuth,  H.  D. 

Poetry. — We  find  in  the  "  American  Presbytei-ian^'  some  very 
beautiful  verses,  by  W.  H.  Holcombe — "  Tfie  Mystic  Unions  From 
some  expressions  in  them  we  suppose  they  were  written  by  our  friend 
W .  H .  H oLCOMBE,  M .  D .  In  t h e  "  Western  Railroad  Gazette, ' *  we  see  a 
▼ery  good  poem  of  some  hundred  lines,  by  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.;  and 
we  have  now  in  press  a  more  extended  composition — "  The  Doctor^s 
"Dre^m  " — writen  in  a  vein  of  satire  and  good  humor  combined,  by  W. 
Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D. 

Lowe* — In  the  report  of  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society,  in  November  No.,  'the  name  of  Lewis  G.  Lowe,  M.  D.,  of 
Bridgewater,  Mass.,  was  printed  Howe,  by  mistake  of  the  Boston 
paper  from  which  the  report  was  taken. 

Olmsted* — C.  C.  Olmsted,  M.  D.,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  retires 
from  practice  Qn  account  of  impaired  health.  The  Doctor  is  an 
excelUnt  physician,  and  we  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  engaged  in 
city  practice. 

Webster.— H.  D.  L.  Webster,  M.  D.,  lately  of  Elyria,  Ohio, 
succeeds  Dr.  Olmsted  at  Painesville,  Ohio.  We  wish  him  every 
success.     ' 


»  ♦  ■♦ 


fur  Mk^i$. 


—  ♦• 


HOMOBOFATHIC    COIiLEaE.    (CANADA    EAST.) 

An  Association  having  been  incorporated  by  act  of  Parliament, 
snd  empowered  to  establish  a  College  in  Montreal,  where  regular 
eoarses  of  lectures  shall  be  given  on  the  principles  and  practice  of 
medicine  and  the  Materia  Medica,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  bom- 
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oeopathy,  to  such  persons  as  have  received,  or  are  receiving,  instruc- 
tions in  all  other  branches  of  medical  education,  notice  is  hereby 
given  that  such  courses  will  be  commenced  in  this  city  on  the  second 
Monday  of  November,  in  the  Homoeopathic  Dispensary,  112  Great  St. 
James  Street. 

Gentlemen  wishing  to  attend  the  classes  will  please  communicate 
with  the  Secretary,  or  with  Dr.  Wanless. 

CANDIDATES    FOR   EXAMINATION. 

Individuals  desiring  to  appear  before  the  Board  of  Examiners  to 
obtain  a  Homoeopathic  license  to  practice  Physic,  Surgery  and  Mid- 
wifery in  Canada,  may  apply  to  either  of  the  above  named  gentlemen. 
Candidates  who  pass  this  examination  can  obtain  the  Governor 
General's  license.    , 

Montreal,  October  9. 

HoMCEOPATHY. — During  the  present  year  the  Legislature  of  this 
Province  has  incorporated  a  Society  called  the  Montreal  Homoeopathic 
Association.  This  Society  is  empowered  to  establish  a  dispensary,  a 
hospital,  a  college  to  give  instructions  in  the  principles  and  practice 
of  medicine  and  the  Materia  Medica,  according  to  the  teachings  of 
Homoeopathy.  The  Association  is  also  empowered  to  appoint  exami- 
ners to  examine  for  license,  and  to  grant  certificates  to  such  persons 
as  may  apply,  who  give  proof  of  fitness.  The  Secretary  of  tli« 
Association  is  Mr.  F.  E.  Grafton,  of  Montreal.  John  Wanless,  M,  Di, 
is  one  of  the  Professors  of  the  College.  The  dispensary  is  in  opera 
tion,  and  lectures  in  connection  with  the  College  will  be  given  daring 
the  winter. — Toronto  Globe. 


;  \  Our  Colleges  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland,  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis,  have  all  classes  larger  this  session  than  last.  We  expect 
some  interesting  reports  for  the  February  number. 


-•-♦- 


fHtuarg. 


Walker* — We  are  much  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Abel  H. 
Walker,  M.  D.,  of  Pontiac.  He  died  on  Wednesday  morning,  Nov. 
29,  1865,  of  fever,  of  a  malignant  type,  after  only  a  week's  illness.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  26  years  of  age.  For  the  past  six  years 
he  had  been  associated  in  practice  with  his  father,  A.  Walker,  M.  D. 

A  skillful  physician,  an  estimable  citizen,  a  genial  companion,  a 
consistent  christian,  his  early  departure  will  be  regretted  by  a  multi- 
tude of  friends.  He  has  left  a  wife  and  one  child.  May  the  "  Great 
Physician  **  administer  to  them  abundant  consolation. 


utlitt  nt  PfHtto. 


For  the  Azaerican  Homoeopathio  Obsenrer. 
EXTEBNAI4    BIPHTHEBIA. 


BY  J.  C.  FETBBEON,   M.  D.,  UKION  8P&IN0S,  K.  T. 


Caroline  Scb anck,  aged  21  months,  a  bright,  precocious  child, 
with  light  hair  and  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  was  attacked  with  simple 
Eczoma,  developing  about  the  face,  neck  and  back.  I  visited  her  on 
the  22d  of  October  and  gave  Ch-aph.^^,  a  dose  every  four  hours. 

On  the  23d  she  was  seen  by  my  father.  The  eruption  had  become 
confluent  under  the  chin,  and  had  taken  on  a  diphtheritic  phase,  illus- 
trated by  the  formation  of  the  membrane  over  the  eruptive  surface. 
Some  slight  fever,  tongue  coated  white,  and  thickly  so,  breath  foetid, 
one  nostril  inflamed,  bowels  inclined  to  diarrhoea,  no  appetite,  restless, 
considerable  gastric  disturbance,  manifested  by  vomiting  of  what 
little  food  she  took.  He  prescribed  Ars.^  and  Canth.^ ,  alternately,  a 
dose  every  two  hours.  He  continued  his  visits  on  the  24th,  25th  and 
26th. 

On  the  28th  I  again  visited  her,  and  found  the  neck  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. The  parts  swollen,  and  the  entire  surface,  from  nearly  ear  to 
ear,  covered  with  the  diphtheritic  membrane.  Also  a  patch  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  lumbar  region.  Throat  slightly  red  internally,  but 
no  trace  of  any  membrane.  General  symptoms  as  before  described. 
Prescribed  locally  a  very  weak  lotion  of  Iodine^  and  gave  Rhus,  toz. 
and  Arsenicum,  alternately,  a  dose  every  two  hours. 

On  the  29th  she  was  about  the  same,  with  the  exception  that  the 
throat  looked  better.     Continued  treatment. 

Oct.  30th .  Some  general  improvement.  Continued  Ars,  ^ ,  and  looal 
application. 

Nov.  Ist.  Not  so  well.  Olands  of  neck  swdlen,  and  more  heat 
about  the  parts.  Gave  Ars.^  and  Mer.  protoiodide^,  and  locally  the 
aame,  with  the  addition  of  Hamamelis, 

On  the  2d  Dr.  H.  Bobinson  Jr.,  of  Anbnrn,  mot  me  in  consul- 
tation. He  diagnosed  the  ease  with  me  as  diphtheria  externally, 
and  prognosed  a  favorable  result,  provided  it  did  not  go  in  upon  the 

6 


58  AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIC    ORSBRVFR, 

internal  organs.     He  advised  a  lotion  of  Hydrastis  canad,  and  intern- 
ally  Ars.^  and  Rhus,  tox,^. 

On  the  3d  inst.  she  was  about  the  same.  No  symptoms  showing 
themselves  that  would  lead  us  to  expect  a  fatal  termination.  Dr. 
Lansing  Briggs,  an  eminent  allopathic  physician,  Dr.  Eddy,  of 
Geneva,  a  homoeopath,  and  Dr.  Robinson  saw  her.  Prognosis  as  be- 
fore.    Treatment  continued. 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  I  remained  with  her  till  3  a.  m.,  when  I 
went  to  bed  and  her  father  took  my  place  at  the  bedside.  At  this 
time  no  unpleasant  symptoms  had  developed.  In  about  two  hours  I 
was  called  up  and  found  her  pulseless,  hands  and  arms  cold,  feet  and 
legs  warm.  She  died  without  a  struggle  in  about  half  an  hour,  pos- 
sessing her  senses  to  the  last. 

How  shall  we  account  for  her  death  ?  It  was  not  exhaustion. 
The  external  neck  for  three  days  had  been  improving.  Her  organs 
of  respiration  were  not  implicated.  Her  bowels  and  stomach  were 
normal.  I  have  thought  a  diphtheritic  clot  might  have  formed  either 
in  the  heart  or  aorta.  (?) 

The  cutaneous  form  of  diphtheria  is  illustrated  in  the  British  and 
Foreign  Medical  Review.  A  man  being  treated  for  sub-acute  bron- 
chitis, had  mustard  poultices  applied  upon  the  calves  of  his  legs. 
They  blistered.  The  physician's  attention  being  directed  to  this 
part,  a  few  days  after,  on  account  of  much  inflammatory  action  and 
pain,  he,  upon  examination,  found  diphtheria  developed  over  the 
entire  blistered  surface,  and  producing  all  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms. His  patient  was  treated  with  Perchloride  of  Iron,  both 
externally  and  internally,  and  recovered.  In  former  days  I  used  the 
Sesqui-chloride  of  Iron  locally,  with  good  success.  I  shall  in  my 
next  case  use  Iron, 

Greenhow,  on  diphtheria,  says.  That  an  abnormal  condition  of  the 
heart  has  been  found  in  several  cases  that  were  examined.  I  notice 
that  the  heart  has  been  found  diseased  in  every  case  where  the  heart 
was  examined.  In  some,  clots  were  found,  in  others,  patches  in  the 
different  cavities  of  the  heart,  and  the  muscular  structure  of  the 
heart  altered.  In  the  autopsy  of  a  girl  aged  13,  ill  for  seven  days, 
the  heart  was  found  :  "  Its  external  surface  presented  numerous 
petechial  spots,  and  its  cavities  contained  partly  decolorized  coagula.*' 
In  another  :  "  Almost  all  the  musculi  papillares  and  carneae  colum- 
nae  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  the  walls  of  the  apical  half,  in  nearly 
their  whole,  and  to  a  depth  varying  irregularly  from  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  downwards,  were  almost  I)lack  from  sanguineous  infiltration 
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The  same  condition  was  observed  in  the  right  ventricle  :    thick  and 
some  dotted  with  white  spots  and  patches." 

This  form  of  diphtheria  is  rare,  and  I  have  no  donbt  that  if  the 
child  had  not  had  the  denuded  cuticle,  the  disease  would  have  devel- 
oped upon  its  proper  organ,  the  mucous  membrane. 

The  Editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences^  in 
reviewing  Greenhow,  Slade  and  Thayer  on  diphtheria,  says  : 

**  Death  in  diphtheria  is  in  one  class  of  cases  preceded  by  all  the 
symptoms  of  collapse  occurring  in  cases  of  fatal  gangrene,  or  by  a 
profuse  haBmorrhage.     Usually  death  is  caused  by  entire  exhaustion  of 
the  powers  of  life  by  the  violence  or  very   protracted  course  of  the 
disease,  or  the  fatal  event  is  preceded  by  syncope.     In  other  instances 
death  results  from  the  extension  of  the  diphtheritic  deposit  from  the 
throat  into  the  larynx,   presenting  thus  a  mechanical  obstruction  to 
respiration.       The  sudden  deaths  attributed  to  exhaustion  of  the 
powers  of  life,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  result,  in  some   instances  at 
least,  from  the  formation  of  heart  clots.     This  is   especially  the  case 
in  those  instances  of  sudden  death  that  occur  in  patients  who  had 
presented  no  alarming  symptoms  up  to  the  period  of  their   demise,  or 
at  a  period  of  the  disease  when  the  patient   was,  to  all  appearances, 
out  of  danger." 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many  cases  of  sudden  death  result  from 
the  formation  of  the  heart  clot.  When  we  can  assign  no  other  cause, 
it  must  result  from  this,  or  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Hale,  *'  By  the  poison 
impinging  upon  some  vital  point  in  the  nervous  centers,  and  kill  like 
Hydrocyanic  acid." 

I  have  lately  given  considerable  attention  to  the  subject  of  diph- 
theria, and  the  more  I  study  it  the  more  do  I  desire  to  avoid  the 
disease  in  practice.  In  fact,  the  form  of  it  that  appears  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  baffles  our  skill  by  its  sublime  insidiousness.  When 
I  wrote  on  this  subject  for  the  North  American  Journal^  in  February 
1861,  I  then  laid  down  a  treatment  that  was  always  successful.  Now, 
with  the  additions  of  Bromine,  Kali  hyd.^  Biniodlde  Merc,  &o,, 
cases  die  when  we  think  them  out  of  danger. 


For  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
GELSEMINXJM-^ITS    SEDATIVE    EFFECTS. 


BT  A.   B.   SPINNBT,   M.   S. 


An  article  in  the  Nov.  number  of  the  American  Homoeopathic 
Observer  on  the  sedative  effects  of  Gelseminum  in  Hysteria,  reminded 
me  of  the  efifects  I  have  witnessed  with  the  same  remedy,  when  all 
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other  drugs  failed.  I  have  for  a  long  time  depended  upon  Gelsemi* 
num  in  various  forms  of  fevers,  congestions  and  nervous  excitement, 
with  increased  arterial  action.  But  never  until  very  lately  had  I 
learned  to  depend  upon  it  in  cases  of  nervous  prostration,  with  loss  of 
blood  and  vitality,  absence  of  fever,  slow,  intermittent  pulse.  Mj 
past  experience  warrants  me  in  saying  that  I  think  it  more  potent  in 
soothing  the  nervous  system  and  equalizing  the  circulation,  than  any 
other  remedy. 

Case  1st. — M.  M.,  nervous-bilious  temperament  predominant* 
Came  to  my  office  at  8  a.  m.,  with  low,  slow,  intermittent  pulse,  slightly 
furred  tongue,  wild  protruded  eye,  and  dilated  pupil.  He  requested  me 
to  take  him  under  my  care,  and  said  he  had  been  drinking  hard  for 
two  or  three  weeks  ;  was  unable  to  take  stimulants  any  longer  as  his 
stomach  rejected  everything,  even  water  ;  that  he  had. passed  a  sleep* 
less  night,  and  felt  as  though  he  would  soon  be  delirious  unless  I 
could  prevent  it.  I  gave  him  Nux,^,  and  Antimonium  c.^.  Saw 
him  again  in  two  hours.  No  better  ;  beginning  to  be  slightly  delir- 
ious.    Prescribed  Coffea  and  Bell. 

Saw  him  again  in  the  evening.  No  better.  Staid  with  him  dur- 
ing  the  night,  and  gave  China,  Rhus,,  Aconite^  Ignatta,  Nuz,,  Stra^ 
monium,  &c.  During  the  night  he  was  delirious  at  intervals,  with 
twitching  of  the  muscles,  and  cramping  of  the  extremities,  pulse 
hardly  perceptible  at  times,  faintness,  with  vomiting  of  everything 
that  was  taken,  except  champagne,  which  I  was  obliged  to  give  twice. 

About  thirty-six  hours  after  my  first  prescription,  I  gave  Gelsemi- 
num,  drop  doses  of  tincture,  once  an  hour.  The  second  dose 
produced  sleep,  and  the  vomiting  ceased.  Rested  well  during  the 
next  night,  and  by  taking  a  dos^  once  in  four  hours,  he  was  enabled 
to  attend  to  business  in  less  than  forty-eight  hours,  without  stimulants 
or  any  other  medicine. 

Case  2d, — Mrs.  H.,  age  36,  was  attacked  at  2  a.  m.  with  menorr 
hagia,  being  the  third  attack.  I  reached  the  patient's  bedside  at  1 
A.  M.  Found  the  flooding  checked  with  tampon,  and  the  patient  under 
the  influence  of  Morphine,  used  by  another  physician,  who  gave  the 
case  into  my  hands.  I  prescribed  Arnica  and  China  in  alternation  ; 
removed  the  tampon  and  gave  injections  of  Hamamelis,  No  more 
return  of  haemorrhage,  but  low,  qniek,  intermittent  pulse,  cold  ex* 
tremities,  restless,  tossing  of  the  hands,  and  vomiting  up  of  every- 
thing that  was  taken  into  the  stomach.  I  gave  Coffea^  Arsenicum^ 
Ipecact  Cham.,  Nuz,,  Podoph.  and  Cimicifugin,  but  no  relief  to  the 
iatolenble  nsasea  and  extreme  restlessness.     At  8  p.  m.,  I  gaye 
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GeUeminum,  drop  dose  once  in  fifteen  minutes.  Before  time  to  give 
the  fourth  dose,  she  was  quietly  resting,  with  no  return  of  nausea  or 
vomiting.  Slept  well  during  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  was 
doing  so  well,  that  with  China  and  Secale  to  prevent  return  of  haem- 
orrhage, I  dismissed  the  case.  There  was  a  steady  improvement  and 
no  relapse. 

For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obsenrw. 
ATBOFINS    IN    DISEASE    OF    THE    EYE. 


BT  8.  W.   OKSEN,   H.   D. 


Miss.  D.,  aged  thirty-five,  nervous-sanguine  temperament,  large 
mental,  moral  and  perceptive  faculties.  She  considers  herself  well  in 
every  respect  except  her  eyes,  which  haVe  been  weak  from  childhood, 
and  injured  by  too  close  application  to  study. 

From  family  troubles  she  experienced  extreme  depression  of  spirits, 
and  what  she  termed  '*  a  gone  and  sinking  sensation  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach,"  with  perfect  loathing  of  food.  After  a  few  day's  suffering 
in  this  way,  the  above  symptoms  subsided,  and  the  following  of  the 
eyes  supervened  :  Extreme  intolerance  of  light,  with  burning  and 
smarting  only  as  the  light  strikes  them,  like  that  of  an  old  sore  deep 
seated  in  the  eye ;  burning  sensation  in  the  right  side  of  the  face. 
The  back  part  of  the  head  feels  sore  ;  slight  tenderness  from  pressure 
upon  the  eyes,  vision  clear  and  distinct,  no  injection  of  the  conjunc- 
tives or  external  appearance  of  inflammation.  Has  had  homoeopathic 
treatment  with  good  success,  but  after  coming  to  this  climate  suffered 
a  relapse  more  severe  than  the  first  attack.  Since  this  the  remedies 
formerly  used  were  of  no  avail.  I  prescribed  Atropine^,  which  ena- 
bled her  in  a  few  weeks  to  do  ordinary  housework.  At  the  present 
time  her  eyes  are  quite  well. 

For  American  Homoeoi>athic  Obsenrer* 

THE    HYFOPHOSFHITES    IN    CONSUMPTION. 


BT  S.  M.   HALK,   M.  D.,  PROF.   OF  MATERIA  MEDICA,   *C. 


At  one  time  medical  men  were  quite  excited  on  the  idea  that  these 
preparations  would  prove  curative  in  consumption.  With  but  few 
exceptions  the  allopathic  school  have  not  found  them  useful.  But  the 
enormous  doses  in  which  they  have  used  them,  may  be  one  reason  for 
the  failure.  Dr.  Churchill  himself  admits  that  they  may  do  injury 
by  aggravating  certain  symptoms  of  the  malady,  as  haemoptysis,  pur- 
iileTit  expectoration,  inflammation,  etc.  It  is  a  suggestive  fact  that 
the  alkaline  bases  of  these  preparations  are  the  very  medicme^  ^V\Ocl 
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have  been  found  most  useful  in  the  homoeopathic  school  in  the  treat- 
ment of  phthisis. 

Thus,  Becker  found  Calc,  c.  (lime)  curative  in  eight  cases,  and 
Kcdi.  carb.  (potash)  in  six  cases.  Lycopodium  and  Sulphiir  cured  in 
his  practice,  the  former  twelve,  the  latter  thirteen  cases.  I  throw 
out  Stannum^  which  can  only  cure  bronchial  catarrh,  etc. 

HiTcuMAN  cured  with  Sulphur  fifty-three  cases,  Digitalis  eighty- 
seven  (?)  while  Calc.  c.  cured  forty-eight,  and  Kali,  carb,  forty-six. 

Phosphorus  has  always  been  with  us  one  of  our  greatest  remedies 
in  the  treatment  of  consumption.  Becker  found  it  curative  in  six 
cases,  and  Hitchman  in  sixty-six.  The  latter  also  used  Phosphojic 
ocifi? successfully  in  thirty-two  cases.  Epps  considers  Calc.  c.  and  Kali, 
carb.  very  useful.  Bonninghausen,  the  great  master  of  Symptom- 
atology, considers  Kali,  carb,  to  be  the  greatest  of  all  remedies  in  the 
treatment  of  this  malady,  and  asserts  that  he  once  cured  a  case  **  in 
the  last  stage  of  marasmus,"  with  the  2000th  potency  I !  lie  consid- 
ers that  "  in  this  medicine  he  finds  the  real  physiognomy  of  the 
disease."  He  regards  this  remedy  as  the  first  in  the  treatment  of  con- 
sumption. 

The  chemical  school  contend  that  in  this  disease  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency of  Lime,  Soda,  Potash,  etc.,  while  the  disciples  of  Hahnemann 
contend  as  strenuously  that  these  remedies  act  dynamically.  Both 
may  be  right.  Iron  acts  by  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the  blood,  of 
that  metal,  but  it  also  acts  dynamically  (secondarily)  upon  the  nerves 
and  other  tissues.     Phosphorus  may  also  act  in  a  double  manner. 


Cholera. — Ice  Treatment. 

In  a  letter  to  the  London  Times,  Dr.  John  Chapman  gives  an 
interesting  account  of  the  result  of  his  treatment  of  cholera  patients 
at  Southampton,  by  the  application  of  ice-bags  to  the  spine.  He 
states  the  points  of  his  theory  as  follows : 

That  the  nausea,  vomiting,  copious  discharge  of  the  well  known 
rice  water  stools,  cold  sweats  and  peculiar  odor  from  the  body,  are 
due  to  the  combined  action  of  the  hyperaemic  spinal  cord  and 
sympathetic  nervous  centers,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  induce 
phenomena  of  the  like  kind,  though  less  in  degree,  in  cases  of 
summer  diarrhoea,  and  of  sea-sickness  when  it  is  accompanied  with 
diarrhoea. 

That  cholera  is   neither  contagious   nor  infectious   in  any  sense 
whatever,  except  through  the  depressing  influence  of  fear. 
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That  cholera  may  be  completlj  averted,  and,  when  developed, 
cured  by  modifying  the  temperature  of  the  spinal  region. 

After  detailing  the  symptoms  of  two  cases  of  cholera  which 
fell  under  his  observation,  Dr.  Chapman  offers  the  following 
suggestion  for  the  use  of  the  ice-bag : 

1.  The  cold  must  be  applied  along  only  a  narrow  strip — not  more 
than  four  inches  broad  in  the  adult — down  the  very  centre  of  the 
back. 

2.  The  cold  must  be  dry,  not  wet  cold. 

3.  The  ice  bag  should  be  continued  along  the  whole  spine  only 
until  the  cramps  and  algidc  (cold)  symptoms  have  been  subdued. 

4.  The  ice  bag  should  be  continued  to  be  applied  to  the  lower  half 
of  the  spine  until  vomiting  and  purging  cease. 

5.  The  patient  should  be  assiduously  watched,  to  guard,  in  the 
stage  of  reaction,  against  cerebral  or  pulmonary  congestion?,  the 
development  of  which  will  be  facilitated  by  continuing  the  ice  too 
long  in  the  cervical  and  dorsal  region. 

6.  If  such  congestions  occur,  they  will  be  denoted  by  heaviness, 
incoherence,  wandering,  and  by  laborious  breathing,  and  may  be 
subdued  by  applying  the  double  columned  water  bag,  at  a  temperature 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees,  along  the  lower  part  of  the  neck 
and  between  the  scapulas. 

7.  If  it  be  necessary  to  induce  sleep  this  may  be  done  by  the  same 
bag  applied  in  the  same  way. 

For  tbe  American  Homeopathic  Obseireri 
AITCEVEBSION    SIMXTIiATING    HEART    DISEASE. 


BT  H.   B.  VAN  NOBMAM,   M.    D. 


A  married  lady  came  into  my  office  some  three  months  since,  and 
wished  me  to  treat  her  for  heart  disease.  She  said  she  had  been 
treated  by  several  old  school  physicians  for  the  last  two  years,  with 
no  relief  whatever.  They  all  decided  that  she  had  organic  disease  of 
the  heart,  and  was  liable  to  die  at  any  moment. 

She  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  sanguine  temperament,  the 
mother  of  three  children,  the  youngest  about  eight.  On  asking  abou% 
her  sensations,  she  said,  **  I  feel  as  if  I  would  like  to  stop  breathing 
for  a  short  time  to  rest/*  There  was  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  she  could 
take  a  deep  inspiration,  and  she  had  not  breathed  without  pain  for 
about  two  years.  The  least  exertion  or  excitement  would  produce  pal- 
pitation, and  to  use  her  own   language,  her  heart  wou\&  luiii  QN^t 
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frequently,  and  it  would  be  diflficult  for  her  to  breathe.  The  pulse  would 
intermit  about  once  in  from  twenty  to  forty  beats,  otherwise  good. 
She  had  some  pain  in  her  head,  chest,  back  and  limbs,  and  also  across 
the  hips.  Appetite  good,  and  but  a  few  dyspeptic  symptoms  ;  bowels 
constipated,  only  moving  about  every  fourth  day  ;  frequent  desire  to 
urinate.  She  could  walk  but  a  short  distance  without  increasing  the 
pain  in  her  heart  and  back,  and  feeling  faint  and  out  of  breath  ; 
menses  regular  as  to  time,  but  distressing  dysmenorrhoea. 

I  prescribed  DigitUis purpurea^  and  Bryonia  cUba^^  three  drops, 
in  alternation,  every  three  hours  during  the  day. 

Some  two  weeks  after  I  was  called  to  the  bedside  of  my  patient, 
who  was  in  great  distress ;  every  symptom  aggravated  to  the  highest 
degree,  and  besides,  full,  bounding  pylse,  and  tongue  loaded  with  a 
dark  brown  coating.  Fears  were  now  entertained  of  her  recovery, 
by  both  friends,  and  those  who  knew  her  previous  history.  I  thought 
things  looked  a  little  bad,  but  thanks  to  the  discoverer  of  **  Similia 
similibus  curantur** — the  immortal  Hahnemann,  and  according  to 
his  teaching,  I  prescribed  Aconite^  and  Belladonna^ .i^n  drops  in  half 
a  tumbler  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given  every  half  hour  until 
relieved. 

For  forty-eight  hours  she  remained  about  the  same,  and  I  contin- 
ued the  same  medicines,  when  the  fever  yielded,  and  a  profuse  per- 
spiration followed.  In  a  few  days  she  was  convalescent,  except  the 
heart  difficulty,  which  appeared  as  before.  On  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  case  I  told  my  patient  that  it  was  my  decided  opinion 
that  her  heart  disease  was  merely  sympathetic,  and  was  caused  by  a 
displacement  of  the  womb.  She  could  not  consent  to  an  examina- 
tion for  several  days.  When  the  speculum  was  introduced,  I  found 
the  womb  much  larger  than  natural,  hard  and  lying  across  the  pelvis^ 
The  OS  uteri  rested  upon  the  rectum,  on  a  level  with  the  fundus, 
which  was  tilted  forward,  making  a  complete  anteversion.  I  could 
only  reach  the  os  by  pressing  up  and  back  upon  the  fundus,  and  then 
it  would  fall  back  again.  So  with  my  finger  it  was  impossible  to 
rectify  the  displacement.  The  speculum  disclosed  nothing  of  impor- 
tance, excepting  a  slight  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri.  I 
made  an  effort  (through  the  speculum,  for  I  think  this  the  best  and 
quickest  plan)  to  introduce  the  uterine  sound  for  about  an  hour,  but 
foiled  entirely.  I  prescribed  Belladonna^,  and  Pulsatilla^ ,  three 
pellets  every  three  hours  in  alternation,  for  four  days,  with  a  dose  of 
Sepia  at  night. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  succeeded  in  a  few  minutes  in  passing  through 
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the  OS  internum  and  lifting  up  the  fundus,  to  my  great  satisfactiou  and 
my  patients  relief. 

For  a  week  I  kept  her  on  the  same  medicines  with  good  results, 
for  all  the  symptoms  gradually  yielded,  and  my  patient  began  to  have 
hopes  of  once  more  being  well. 

The  second  week  I  gave  Nux,  instead  of  Bell.,  her  bowels  being 
constipated,  and  also  ordered  a  cold  sitz  bath  every  morning.  The 
tiiird  week  her  courses  came  on,  aggravating  the  symptoms  somewhat ; 
but  there  was  less  pain  than  usual  during  her  monthly  sickness. 
Medicine  the  same. 

The  fourth  week  there  was  a  decided  improvement,  and. she  began 
to  sit  up.  Continued  sitz  bath  which  the  week  previous  had  to  be 
dispensed  with  on  account  of  the  menses.  Medicine,  a  dose  of  Nux,, 
Puis,  and  Septa,  each  a  day.  I  continued  the  same  treatment  tho 
fifth  week,  and  allowed  her  to  walk  and  ride  out.  She  was  discharged 
cured  very  soon  afterwards,  with  hardly  an  ache  or  a  pain. 

I  used  Ambra  grisea  in  this  case  occasionally  to  quiet  her  nervous- 
ness. I  have  met  my  patient  frequently  eince  her  recovery,  and 
8h«  is  inclined  to  laugh  at  my  mode  of  treating  heart  disease. 


For  the  American  Homeopathic  Observer^ 
S&CUIaVS    IN:  HiEMOBIlHOrDS. 


BT  DB.    T.    C.   DUNCAN. 


April  3d,  1866,  Mr.  F.,  set  28,  musculo-bilious  temperament,  a 
fireman,  is  suffering  with  the  following  marked  symptoms  : 

An  intolerable,  burning,  itching,  stinging  pain,  with  a  feeling  of 
fullness  at  the  anus.  These  are  not  present  only  during  motion. 
They  are  brought  on  by  walking  a  few  blocks,  when  they  increase  in 
violence,  obliging  him  to  rub  and  press  upon  the  anus  or  sit  down. 
His  bowels,  though  inclined  to  be  costive,  move  regularly  once  daily. 
Appetite  good,  and  he  feels  perfectly  well,  except  during  motion. 
These  symptoms  have  annoyed  him  for  about  three  years  ;  prior  to  that 
time  he  enjoyed  good  health.  His  countenance  is  now  pale  and 
haggard. 

Close  examination  revealed  no  haemorrhoidal  tumors  obstructing 
the  rectum,  but  the  mucous  membrane  was  rather  highly  injected,  and 
the  sphincter  ani  unduly  constricted.  I  prescribed  Nux  vomica^, 
four  pellets  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

8th.  Bowels  less  costive,  but  the  other  symptoms  remain  the  same. 
Nux^  as  before. 

11th.    No  better.     Hamamelis^,  to  be  taken  in  the  same  manner. 
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May  11.  No  improvement.  While  taking  the  last  remedy  his 
bowels  moved  freely,  and  the  othersymptoms  were  somewhat  relieved. 
But  for  the  last  three  weeks  he  has  been  worse  than  before. 

While  making  a  proving  of  the  JEsculus  hijjp.f  all  of  these  symp- 
toms were  present  in  a  very  marked  manner,  which  led  me  to  conclude 
that  this  remedy  was  homoeopathic  to  the  case.  Accordingly  I  pre- 
scribed ^sculus  liijyp.^^  four  pellets  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

26th.  Much  improved.  He  feels  the  symptoms  only  occasionally. 
JEscuIus  hipp.^  as  before. 

June   13(h.     Reports  himself  entirely  relieved. 

Nov.  28th.  Has  had  no  return  of  the  symptoms.  Feels  like 
a  new  man. 

In  true  hasmorrhoids  I  find  it  much  better  for  the  "  blind  "  than 
for  the  **  bleeding  "  ones. 


For  the  American  Homoeopatlii({0b8eryer. 
A    CASE    OF    TT71ML0B. 


BY  C.  H.   LEE,  U.  D. 


Mr.  C,  a  stout,  healthy  man.  A  few  years  ago  a  small  piece  of 
hot  cinder  or  scale  of  iron  flew  into  his  face,  near  the  left  eye.  He  did 
not  succeed  in  extracting  it,  and  it  became  imbedded  in  the  flesh.  As 
it  healed  over,  a  small  tumor  the  size  of  a  hazel  nut  became  apparent, 
and  very  troublesome.  About  every  two  weeks  it  moved  around  the 
eye,  starting  at  the  left  inner  canthus,  going  up  above,  and  along  the 
eyebrow  to  the  temple,  then  along  the  lower  eyelid  to  the  place  it 
started  from,  then  the  tumor  would  disappear.  In  two  weeks  it  would 
re-appear,  rising  up,  and  taking  the  same  course  again.  It  was  red 
and  hot,  but  not  painful  except  when  the  tumor  moved,  The  sight 
was  rather  dim.  He  applied  to  several  allopathic  physicians,  who 
proposed  extirpation. 

He  came  to  my  office  on  the  26th  of  April,  1865,  and  gave  me 
the  above  statement,  and  said  that  he  did  not  want  to  have  it  cut  out. 
I  gave  him  sixteen  powders  of  Arnica^ ,  to  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing. Before  he  had  taken  six  of  the  powders  the  tumor  was  on  the 
temple,  and  he  noticed  it  was  getting  less.  By  the  time  the  medicine 
was  all  taken  the  tumor  was  dispersed,  and  has  not  re-appeared.  I 
see  the  man  frequently.  He  told  me  a  few  days  ago  that  he  has  not 
felt  the  least  incumbrance  from  it  since. 


Facial  Neuralgia. — Dr.  Ernst  F.  Hoffman  uses  Atropia  valer' 
anus.     We  hopo  he  will  send  us  detailed  reports. 
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For  the  American  Homeopatliic  Obsenrer. 
THE    TBEATMENT    OF    AFHTHiE. 


BT  P.  H.  PETERSON,   M.   D. 


This  troublesome  disease,  so  annoying  both  to  the  patient  and 
physician,  is  now,  thanks  to  Hale,  controlled  with  certainty  and 
dispatch.     The  following  cases  illustrate  the  treatment : 

Case  I. — Mrs.  F.,  set  22,  confined  with  her  second  child.  She 
had  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  lochia,  attended  with  considerable 
fever,  which  was  relieved  by  the  administration  of  VeraZruin  viride 
and  Sabina, 

A  few  days  after  she  was  attacked  with  aphthous  sore  mouth,  ex- 
tending  over  the  tongue  and  the  entire  ouccul  cavity,  attended  with 
profuse  salivation.  She  was  unable  to  use  any  solid  food,  and  even 
the  exertion  of  speech  would  produce  bleeding.  Prescribed  EupcUo- 
rium  aromaiicum^y  and  Hydrastis  canadensis^ ^  alternately,  one  drop, 
a  dose  every  two  hours.     Complete  recovery  took  place  in  four  days. 

At  the  same  time  her  infant  was  attacked  with  aphthse  infantum, 
for  which  I  prescribed  Eupatorium  aromat.  *  and  Mer.  soL  ^ ,  alternately, 
a  dose  every  four  hours,  and  applied  locally  a  solution  of  the  first 
trit.  of  Borax.    The  infant  soon  recovered. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  H.,  aet  20,  nursing  her  first  child,  five  months  old. 
Was  called  to  see  her  last  summer,  and  found  her  in  the  following 
condition  :  Extreme  emaciation  and  feebleness,  unable  to  walk  across 
the  room  without  assistance.  The  buccal  cavity  and  throat,  as  far  as 
could  be  seen,  presented  an  ulcerated  and  highly  inflamed  surface. 
The  gums  were  swollen  and  tumefied,  and  the  tongue  appeared  as  if 
scalded.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and  suffering  she  could 
perform  the  act  of  deglutition.  The  disease  had  extended  down 
the  alimentary  canal,  and  produced  a  violent  lienteric  diarrhoea,  that 
was  rapidly  exhausting  her  powers  of  life.  My  prognosis  was  gloomy 
enough.  I  prescribed  Cuprum  aceticu??i  and  Podophyllum  1st  trit.^ 
one  grain  alternately,  a  dose  every  three  hours.  In  three  days  these 
remedies  controlled  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  the  mouth  had  also 
improved.  I  then  gave  Eupaionum  aromaticum  and  Hydrastis  can^ 
adensiSf  first  dilution,  alternately,  a  dose  every  four  hours,  and  in  a 
short  time  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  discharging  her  cured,  since 
which  time  she  has  remained  well. 


Cactus  Grandiflorus. — Dr.  Ernst  F.  Hoffman  writes  tb'it  he 
has  observed  remarkable  quick  effects  from  the  use  of  Cactus  i;.'and' 
iflorus  in  two  cases  of  organic  heart  alfections.  After  testing  iu other 
cases  he  will  report  to  us. 
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Materia  ^hm. 


»    ♦    4 


GISTUS    CANADENSIS    Ii. 


BT  CONSTANTINB  HBaiMO,   M.   D. 


Heutanthemum  Canadense  Michaux,  RockrosCt  also  named  :  Frost- 
wort,  Frostweed,  Frostplant,  because  the  roots  throw  off  small  white 
icicles,  which  can  be  seen  on  frosty  mornings,  even  when  all  other 
plants  already  show  little  dewdrops  with  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow. 

In  Eaton's  Botany  (8th  ed.,  1840.)  we  find,  page  263:  "In 
November  and  December  of  1816,  I  saw  hundreds  of  these  plants 
sending  out  broad,  thin,  curved  ice-crystals,  about  an  inch  in  breadth 
from  near  the  roots.  These  were  melted  away  by  day,  and  renewed 
every  morning  for  more  than  twenty-five  days  in  succession.  P.  198, 
This  has  often  been  observed  in  the  sand-plains  two  miles  north  of 
New  Haven,  Conn." 

Wm.  Darlington,  in  his  Flora  cestrica  (1837)  says,  page  314  : — 
"Prof.  Eaton  and  Dr.  Bigelow  have  noticed  the  formation  in  freezing 
weather  of  curiously  curved  ice-crystals  near  the  root.  I  have  seen 
them  very  beautiful  in  the  Cunita  mariana,  and  Mr.  Elliott  remarked 
the  same  in  the  Conyza  bifrons.*' 

Has  a  satisfactory  explanation  anywhere  been  given  of  this  most 
remarkable  fact  ? 

According  to  Noak,  Cistus  canadensis  is  not  mentioned  in  Schoepfs 
Materia  Medica  Americana,  nor  in  Bigelow*s  American  Medical  Bot- 
any.    Can  any  of  our  colleagues  give  the  earliest  quotations  ? 

It  is  an  old,  popular  medicine  in  this  country  for  all  kinds  of  so- 
called  scrofulous  diseases,  and  had,  after  being  introduced  into  Great 
Britain  in  1799,  gained  such  a  reputation  that  it  was  cultivated  from 
seeds.  We  may  suppose,  that  in  this  way  its  reputation  was  lost 
again.  Because,  according  to  Darlington,  it  grows  only  on  dry  mica- 
slate  hills  and  serpentine  rocks,  and  is  rare ;  according  to  Eaton  it  is 
abundant  at  the  foot  of  Pine-rock,  New  Haven,  on  the  barren  plains. 

Thus,  like  Belladonna^  which  requires  lime-stone  ground,  and 
PiUsatilla,  which  requires  a  ferreous  soil,  Cistus  canadensis  seems  to 
be  dependent  on  the  presence  of  talc  (magnesia).  If  the  analogy  is 
allowable,  we  might  conclude,  it  will  follow  the  Magnesia  as  well  as 
the  Belladonna  follows  the  Calcarea,  and  the  Pulsatilla  the  Ferrum. 
These  plants  are  often  indicated  by  the  correspondence  of  the  minerals 
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to  a  given  case,  and  being  often  complementary  to  them,  may  thus 
be  given  by  preference,  where  those  minerals  have  already  been 
administered  with  success,  and  vice  versa. 

Dr.  Ives,  of  Yale  College,  has  given  it  with  great  success  in  scro 
fala,  eruptions  and  other  chronic  diseases.  Dr.  Parrish  al:so  applied 
it  with  great  effect.  Favorable  reports  have  been  published  by  Dt 
Webb,  of  Madison  County,  and  by  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Hartford.  Dr. 
Tyler,  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  published  a  treatise  on  it ;  some  extracts 
from  which,  taken  from  the  New  Haven  Palladium  of  March,  1852, 
have  been  given  among  the  symptoms. 

In  the  years  1835  and  1836,  Dr.  G.  H.  Bute  made  the  first  prov- 
ings  with  the  tincture  and  first  centesimal  potence. 

In  scrofula  cases,  which  had  resisted  even  our  antipsoric  remedies, 
he  made,  led  by  the  similarity  of  some  of  his  symptoms  with  some 
symptoms  of  such  cases,  the  first  attempts  to  cure,  and  with  great 
success  even  with  the  -x^ji.  In  tracheal  complaints,  where  he  had  not 
succeeded  with  his  first  potence,  he  was  obliged  to  raise  the  potences 
to  the  15th  centesimal.  Later,  it  was  given  with  increasing  success 
in  the  30th  by  several  homoeopathicians.  Lately  most  remarkable 
cures  have  been  made  by  the  200th. 

A  commuuication  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Bute  to  C.  Hering,  of  the  first  of 
January,  1837,  was  printed  January  18th,  in  the  Correspondenzblatt 
dcr  homoeopathischen  Aerzte,  No.  13,  paper  in  quarto,  published  only 
to  save  the  high  postage  among  the  members  of  the  Academy  at  Allen 
town.  Pa.  It  was  copied  in  Jahr's  Manual,  and  from  this  by  Noak  & 
Trinks  in  their  Manual,  1843,  as  well  as  Daphne  indica  and  others; 
and  on  page  659,  the  most  absurd  remark  was  inserted  :  part  of  the 
symptoms  cured  were  not  contained  in  the  proving.  This  must  bo, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  the  case  with  every  drug,  even  in  some  meas- 
ure with  those  most  proved.  By  symptoms  obtained  on  the  healthy 
in  proving,  we  get  the  first  indication  to  apply  it  as  a  medicine  ;  and 
if  we  succeed  decidedly  in  cases  with  such  a  medicine,  we  may  after- 
wards also  make  use  of  the  sympton^  cured.  According  to  Hahne- 
mann, the  latter  have  a  subordinate  value,  unless  they  areof  ageneral 
character,  as  for  instance  in  our  Cistus;  the  great  sensibility  to  the 
slightest  draft ;  the  remarkable  appearance  of  bodily  symptoms  after 
vexation,  &c.  The  absurd  note  mentioned  above  may  have  impeded 
the  more  frequent  use  of  the  Cistus  and  other  valuable  additions  to 
our  Materia  Medica,  as  it  contains  the  following  remark,  page  659 : 

"  As  the  observations  of  Dr.  C.  Hering,  because  they  had  been 
ttide,  fts  well  on  the  healthy  late  on  the  iiok,  always  with  the  hi^itst 
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dilutions  and  in  globules,  which  is  an  equally  ridiculous,  useless  and 
resultless  experimenting — have  been  so  little  corroborated,  we  must 
withhold  our  confidence  from  the  proving  of  this  plant  also,"  etc. 

This  note,  not  written  by  Dr.  Noak,  but  by  the  other  editor  of  this 
manufactured  compilation,  was  used  and  quoted  as  an  authority  by  the 
ignorant,  to  the  great  injury  of  our  cause.  It  was  written  by  one  who 
knew  that  his  assertion  was  not  true,  because  he  had  augmented  his 
own  Materia  Medica  by  the  provings  I  had  handed  to  him  of  Plumbum, 
Cantharides,  Sabina  and  Paris ;  and  by  one  who  knew  that  I  had  made 
all  my  provings  up  to  this  time  with  the  strongest  doses  or  the  lowest 
potencies,  one  single  experiment  excepted,  the  proving  of  the  The- 
ridion. 

All  the  provings  he  objected  to  in  his  note  as  "  ridiculous,"  have 
been  made  by  others  ami  not  by  myself ^  and  have  besides  that,  been 
made  with  the  tincture  and  the  first  dilution.  It  is  "useless  *'  to  say 
more,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  "  resultless"  in  lessening  the  quotation 
of  such  an  authority  as  the  above  mentioned  compilation,  which  is  only 
surpassed  in  ignorance  and  boasting  by  another,  in  the  hands  of  a 
great  many  in  this  country. 

In  the  Modell-Pharmacopoea,  made  by  order  of  the  Centralverein, 
and  prefaced  and  praised  by  the  same  Trinks, — not  only  in  1845,  in 
the  first  edition,  page  85,  but  also  in  1854,  in  the  second,  page  99, — 
an  inexcusable  mistake  is  made,  and  our  essentially  different  Rock- 
rose  confounded  with  a  common  shrub,  grov^ing' everywhere  in  Ger- 
many. If  Gruner  has  made  his  tincture  from  the  Cistushelianthemum 
or  Helianthemum  vulgare  for  the  German  homoeopathicians,  it  is  no 
wonder  they  do  not  find  it  corroborate  what  we  have  observed  from 
our  American  plant. 

The  nearest  relative  to  it  is  the  old  and  once  famous  Resina  Lada- 
num  or  Labdanum  from  Cistus  creticus,  Cyprius  or  Ladaniferus,  now 
obsolete  and  hardly  to  be  had  genuine.  We  have  to  leave  the  prov- 
ing of  this  to  our  friends  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 

B.  Dr.  Bute's  Observations. 

G.  The  symptoms  of  a  very  careful  proving  with  globules  of  the 
X.,  by  Dr.  Gt)sewisch,  (January  30, 1837,)  (died  in  Wilmington,  1853). 
*  Indicates  cured  symptoms. 
R.  R.  Related  reports  by  different  persons. 
In  all  other  cases  the  name  of  the  observer  is  given. 
The  numbers  (1,)  (15,)  (30,)  (200,)  indicate  the  potence. 


Mindt-r-''^ All  mental  excitement. greatly  increases  the  suffering 
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(1)  B.  *  Bad  effects  from  vexation.  (1)  B.  *  After  supper,  until 
bed  time — cheerfulness.  G.  "*  Mental  agitation  increases  the  cough. 
(16)  B.  5*  *  Every  mental  excitement  is  followed  by  stitches  in  the 
throat,  producing  a  cough.     (I)  B. 

Head* — Headache  all  day  ;  oppressive.  B.  Pressure  above  the 
eyes  in  the  forehead.  B.  Pressure  in  the  glabella.  B.  Headache 
in  the  sinciput  after  being  kept  waiting  for  dinner,  which  is  better 
after  eating.  G.  10»  Headache  in  the  right  side,  with  piercing  pain 
in  the  eye.  16.  Generally  the  headache  grows  worse  towards  evening 
and  lasts  all  night.  (Puis.)  G.  Coolness  on  the  forehead.  172. 
^  Head  drawn  to  one  side  by  swelling  on  the  neck.     181. 

Eyes* — Feeling  as  of  a  weight  above  the  eyes.  B.  15*  Pressure 
above  the  eyes,  7.  Spasmodic  piercing  pain  in  the  middle  of  the 
upper  rim  of  the  right  eye  socket,  with  some  headache  on  that  side.  G. 
Stitches  in  the  left  eye.  Feeling  as  though  something  were  passing 
around  in  the  eye,  with  stitches.  B.  *  Scrofulous  inflammation  of 
the  eyes  of  long  standing.     R.  R. 

Ears* — 20*  Discharge  from  the  ears  of  water  and  bad-smelling 
pus.  B.  *  Discharge  from  the  ears.  (15)  B.  Inner  swelling  of  the 
ears.  B.  High  swelling  beginning  at  the  ear  and  extending  half  way 
up  the  cheek.  B.  Inner  swelling  and  discharge  from  the  ears.  B. 
25*  *  Tetters  on  and  around  the  ears  extending  into  the  external 
meatus.  C.  Hg.     Swelling  of  the  parotid  glands.     170. 

N0S6« — Sneeziug  without  cold  in  the  head  or  any  other  cause.  B. 
*  Evenings  and  mornings  frequent  and  violent  sneezing.  B.  Cool 
feeling  in  the  nose.  45.  30*  Burning  sensation  in  the  left  nostril.  B. 
The  left  side  of  the  nose  grew  painfully  inflamed  and  swollen.  (Cured 
by  Sepia.)  B.  *  Painful  tip  of  nose,  which  at  first  grew  worse 
and  then  was  cured.    G. 

FaC6« — A  feeling  as  though  the  facial  muscles  would  be  drawn  to 
one  side.  B.  Heat  and  burning  of  the  facial  bones.  B.  35»  *  Flushes 
of  heat  in  the  face,  (1)  B.  Half  way  up  the  cheek,  swelling  beginning 
at  the  ear.  23.  Vesicular  erysipelas  in  the  face.  B.  *  Caries  o^the 
lower  jay.  B.     Lupus  exedens  on  the  mouth  and  nose.     R.  R. 

"  Teetbi — 40i  Twitching-stitching  toothache  in  a  decayed  molar 
tooth  in  the  left  upper  jaw.  G.  *  Very  scorbutic  gums,  swollen,  sep- 
arating from  the  teeth,  bleeding  easily,  putrid,  disgusting.     (15)  B., 

Tongue^ — *  Dryness  of  the  tongue  and  roof  of  the  mouth.  (1) 
B.  Sore  tongue,  as  if  raw  on  the  surface.  B.  Continuous  soreness 
of  the  tongue  as  if  raw.     R     45*  Immediately  after  tak^pi^ ^  dose, 
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(10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  X  000,)  the  tongue  grew  cool,  then  the  breath 
through  the  mouth  and  nose  gave  a  decidedly  cool  feeling  in  the 
larynx  and  in  the  windpipe.  JViuch  saliva  in  the  mouth,  which  is  also 
cool.     More  mental  calmness  than  usual,  some  sleepiness.     G. 

Tbroatt — *  Impure  breath.  (1)  B.  The  coolness,  particularly 
in  the  throat,  continues  all  day.  O.  *  Inhaling  cold  air  causes  pain 
in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  *  Inhaling  the  slightest  cold  air  causes  a  sore 
throat,  which  he  has  not  when  inhaling  in  the  warm  room  ;  several 
eases.  (200)  Dr.  GueruHey.  SO*  *  A  feeling  of  softness  in  the 
throat.  (1)  B.  *  Rawness,  extending  from  the  chest  into  the  throat. 
106.  *  A  feeling  as  if  sand  were  in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  *  The 
patient  is  constantly  obliged  to  swallow  saliva  to  relieve  an  unbearable 
dryness,  especially  during  the  night.  (1)  B.  *  Continuous  feeling 
of  dryness  and  heat  in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  55«  *  Dryness  of  throat 
from  12  o'clock  noon,  until  1  to  3  a.  m.,  at  night,  then  better  until  the 
next  noon.  Bigler.  *  A  small  dry  spot  in  the  gullet  for  one  year, 
then  general  dryness  of  throat, — better  after  eating,  worse  after  sleep- 
ing,— as  if  tearing  asunder,  the  patient  must  get  up  and  drink  water. 
The  inside  of  the  throat  looks  glassy  ;  on  the  back  of  throat  there 
appear  strips  of  tough  mucus.  Better  in  two  days,  Montague. 
*  Periodical  itching  in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  *  Tickling  and  soreness 
in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  *  In  the  morning  sore  pain  in  the  throat  and 
dryness  of  the  tongue.  (1)  B.  €0*  *  Tearing  pain  in  the  throat 
wheh  coughing.  108.  *  Stitches  in  throat,  causing  cough  whenever 
mentally  agitated.  (1)  B.  *  Fauces  inflamed  and  dry,  without  feel- 
ing dry  ;  tough,  gum-like,  thick,  tasteless  phlegm  brought  up  by 
hawking,  mostly  in  the  morning.  (30)  B.  Hawking  of  mucus  which 
is  lodged  at  the  head  of  the  windpipe.  G.  *  Hawking  of  mucus. 
(1)  B.  65t  *  Expectoration  of  bitter  mucus.  (1)  B.  *  After  dis- 
charging phlegm  from  the  throat  he  feels  generally  much  relieved.  B. 

Stomach* — (Inclination  for  acid  food.)  B.  (He  wants  cheese.) 
B.  Thirst  with  the  fever.  171..  70«  *  Drinking  water  relieves  the 
dryness  in  the  throat.  66.  Cool  eructations.  82.  Eructation,  with 
feeling  as  though  it  would  relieve.  126.  Frequent  nausea.  (1)  B. 
Cold  feeling  in  stomach  before  and  after  eating.  32.  75*  Immedi- 
ately after  eating,  pain  in  the  stomach.  B.  *  After  eating  the 
dryness  of  the  throat  is  relieved.  (1)  B.  Better  after  eating— pain 
in  sinciput.  9.  DiarrhoBa  after  eating  fruit.  B.  After  drinking 
coffee,  diarrbcea.    G. 

'AMtll€lt— 80«  Stitcliies  in  the  left  bypochondriam.    B.    In  the 
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morning  on  awakening,  a  bruised  pain  under  the  hypochondria,  with 
flatulence.     G. 


Before  and  after  eating,  a  cold  feeling  in  the  stomach  ;  cold  eruc 
tations.  6.  Cold  feeling  in  the  abdomen.  G.  In  the  evening  the 
belly  puffed  up  with  flatulency.  G.  86»  Troubled  with  wind  in  the 
belly  at  night.  160.  Flatulence  and  uncorafortableness  in  the  intes- 
tines. B.  Much  flatulence  and  pain  in  the  hypochondria.  *  The 
"wind  is  not  incarcerated  as  often  as  before.  G.  Towards  evening 
flatulence.  Last  evening  there  was  several  times  a  discharge  of  wind 
MB  when  air-bubbles  rise  in  water.     G. 


90«— ritching  of  the  belly  and  umbilicus.     G. 


Immediately  after  taking  the  dose,  discharge  of  much  wind,  B. 
Towards  evening  violent  urging  of  stool  ;  stool  pappy.  G.  In  the 
morning  thin  stool.  G.  Till  daybreak  very  thin  stools,  squirting 
out,  of  a  grayish -yellow  color  ;  until  noon  three  more  discharges.  G. 
85*  Diarrhoea  lasting  a  short  time.  B.  (The  thin  stools  are  hot.)  B. 
Diarrhoea  from  eating  fruit.  B.  After  drinking  coffee,  a  looseness 
of  the  bowels.  G.  In  the  groin  pain  coming  from  the  back.  123. 
100»  Frequent  itching  on  the  scrotum.     G. 

CbCStt — In  the  larynx  and  windpipe  cool  feeling.  45.  *  Fueling 
as  if  the  windpipe  had  not  space  enough.  112.  At  night  an  itching 
and  scratching  in  the  larynx  and  anxious  dreams.  G.  Itching  and 
scratching  on  the  outside  of  the  throat  in  the  region  of  the  larynx.  G. 
105*  *  Pain  in  the  windpipe.  (1)  B.  *  Feeling  as  of  rawness,  ex- 
tending from  the  upper  part  of  the  chest  into  the  throat.  (30)  B. 
*  Cough  from  stitches  in  the  throat.  (1)  B.  *  Cough,  with  a  very 
painful  tearing  in  the  throat.  (30)  B.  *  Cough,  and  her  neck  thickly 
studded  with  tumors.  119.  HO.  *  He  bled  at  the  lungs  and  his 
scrofulous  symptoms  had  returned.  181.  In  the  evening,  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  lying  down,  a  sensation  as  if  ants  were  running 
through  the  wbole  body,  then  anxious,  diflGicult  breathing.  He  was 
obliged  to  get  up  and  open  the  window ;  the  fresh  air  relieved  him  ; 
immediately  on  lying  down  again  these  sensations  returned — two 
evenings  in  succession.  B  *  In  the  evening,  after  lying  down,  and 
at  night  in  bed,  once  a  week  or  oftencr,  attacks  of  a  kind  of  asthma ; 
he  draws  his  breath  witb  such  a  loud  wheezing  that  it  wakens  others 
sleeping  in  the  same  rooin.  He  has  the  feeling  as  if  the  windpipe 
had  not  spaoe  enough.  (30)  B.     Fulness  in  the  chest.  B.     *  PreE«ut^ 
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on  the  chest.  (I)  B.     US*  Pain  in  the  chest  and  in  the  throat.   B. 
Pain  in  the  chest  and  in  the  shbulder.  126. 

Neck* — Glands  on  the  throat  swollen.  23.  *  Scrofulous  swelling 
and  suppuration  of  the  glands  of  the  throat.  B.  *  Mrs.  C.,  of  deli- 
cate constitution,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  afflicted  with  a 
cough,  and  her  neck  was  thicklj  studded  with  tumors,  using  the 
Rock-rose  she  was  restored  and  has  not  been  afflicted  with  any  such 
symptoms  since.    Dr.  D.  A.  Tyler,  New  Haven. 

Mami9« — 120*  After  partaking  of  it  frequently  in  the  form  of 
tea  for  the  sequelse  of  scarlet  fever,  it  caused  an  induration  of  the  loft 
mamma,  which  was  taken  for  cancer  and  operated  upon.  Lippe. 
*  Inflammation  of  the  left  mamma,  suppurating  with  a  feeling  of  great 
fulness  in  the  chest.    Pehrson. 

Back* — ^Itching  on  the  back.  G-.  Below  the  right  shoulder-blade, 
extending  around  to  the  front  of  the  body,  was  a  very  much  inflamed 
spot  about  the  size  of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  painfully  sore  to  the 
touch ;  soon  after  pimples  began  to  appear  on  this  spot  in  a  large 
group,  they  caused  violent  burning.  Later,  a  pain  went  from  (boB 
belt-like  spot  to  the  left  hip  and  into  the  groin ;  the  pain  was  like 
rheumatism  ;  motion  increased  it.  B.  *  Scrofulous  ulcers  on  the 
back.     (2)  B.     125*  A  burning,  bruised  pain  in  the  os-coccygis.    G. 

ShOHliers  aai  VpfCr  LimlMU — In  the  evening,  violent  pain  in 
the  lefb^shoulder  and  in  the  chest,  with  a  feeling  as  though  an  eructa- 
tion would  relieve  the  pain.  B.  Pain  in  front  of  the  right  shoulder. 
B.  Shoulder  pain.  (154.)  The  right  arm  and  back  of  the  hand  are 
painfully  sensitive  to  the  least  touch.  G.  A  sprained  pain  in  die 
wrist — drawing,  scraping.  B.  2.  ISO*  Pain  in  the  wrists.  152.  In 
the  afternoon  a  bad  pain  in  the  right  hand,  so  that  hecannotuse  it.  B. 
Hand  pain.  154.  In  the  hands,  drawing  trembling  feelings.  152. 
Pain  in  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  while  writing.  B.  135*  Tearing 
in  finger-joints.  155.  Pain  in  the  finger-joints.  The  pain  in  the  arm 
extends  to  the  tip  of  the  little  fioger — periodically,  a  very  sensitive, 
piercing,  drawing  pain,  so  as  to  draw  up  the  little  finger.  G.  The 
tips  of  the  fingers  were  very  sensitive  to  the  cold ;  the  pain  becoming 
more  intense  when  they  grew  cold.  G.  Tetter  on  the  hands  at  first 
much  increased,  and  afterwards  much  improved  ;  little  blisters,  itch- 
ing, oozing  after  scratching,  with  a  hot  swelling  of  the  hands.  They 
were  not  on  the  back  of  the  hand  or  on  the  joints  or  knuckles,  but  on 
all  other  parts.    R.  R: 

L0Wer  Llmk8$—H99  *  A  lad  seven  years  old  had  the  "  white- 
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swelling  of  the  hip  for  three  years.  The  bone  was  dislocated  upward 
and  outward  ;  there  was  a  large  opening  on  the  hip,  leading  to  the 
bone,  into  which  I  could  thrust  my  finger.  I  counted  three  ulcers. 
He  had  been  under  several  physicians  who  had  given  him  up.  After 
ofling  a  decoction  of  the  Rock-rose,  in  two  days  his  night  sweats 
ceased;  thirty-nine  days  after  he  was  entirely  well.  Dr.  J.  H. 
Thompson,  Philadelphia.  Pain  as  from  a  blow  or  shock  in  the  left 
battook,  going  down  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh  bone,  distinctly  felt  in 
the  knee-joint,  and  spasmodic  drawing  together  of  the  calf  of  the  leg. 
O.  Drawing,  trembling  feeling  in  the  lower  extremities.  152. 
While  walking  a  violent  pain  in  the  right  thigh.  B.  Pain  in  the  knees 
and  in  the  right  thigh  when  walking  or  sitting.  B.  145.  Pain  in 
die  ksee,  coming  from  the  thigh.  141.  Pain  in  the  knee-joint.  Tear- 
ing in  the  knees.  155.  Pain  in  the  knee  in  the  evening.  152. 
Spasmodic  drawing  together  of  the  calf  of  the  leg.  141.  1  SO.  In 
&e  evening  a  sharp,  piercing  pain  in  the  right  great  toe.  R.  *  Gold 
feet  (1)  B. 

Th6  Wkole  IMy. — Involuntary  drawing  and  trembling  feeling 
in  die  muscular  parts  of  the  hands  and  lower  extremeties,  with  pain 
in  the  wrists,  fingers  and  knee-joints.  B.  Pain  in  all  the  joints.  B. 
£a  the  evening  pain  in  the  knees,  in  the  right  hand  and  left  shoulder. 
B.  155*  Always,  on  repeating  the  dose,  a  drawing  and  tearing  in 
all  the  joints,  particularly  in  the  knees  and  finger-joints.  -B.  A  bruised 
pain  in  all  the  limbs,  as  if  from  fatigue.  Trembling  with  the  fever. 
170.  Sensation  as  if  ants  were  running  through  the  whole  body,  in 
die  evening,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  lying  down,  then  anxious, 
difficult  breathing.     111. 

Stocp* — ^Yery  restless  at  night  the  first  night;  the  next  night 
slept  well.  G.  160»  Very  restless  at  night,  pain  from  flatulency; 
he  conld  move  the.  wind  with  his  hands  and  hear  it.  G-.  Anxious 
dreams.  103.  *  In  the  night  swallowing  of  saliva  on  account  of 
diyneaa.  53.  *  Must  get  up  in  the  night  on  account  of  dryness  in 
the  throat.  *  The  dryness  in  the  throat  worse  after  sleeping.  56. 
165*  *  On  awaking  pain  under  the  hypochondria.  81.  *  Night 
sweats.     140. 

Ckill  aB4  Feyer. — Chill  succeeded  by  heat.  170.  '*'  Chilliness. 
B.  Cold  feeling  in  the  abdomen.  83.  170.  Cold  feet.  151. 
Yiolent  chill  succeeded  by  fever  heat,  with  trembling  accompanied  by 
a  ^ck  swelling  and  great  redness  of  the  glands  below  the  ear  and 
ia  the  throat.  B.  Heat  with  thirst,  causing  to  drink  frequently.  B. 
Heat  in  the  face.    34,  35.     In  a  very  warm  room  the  akin  ^qi«% 


76  AMBKIOAN   HOMOEOPATHIC  OBSERVER. 

moist ;  at  the  same  time  the  forehead  is  not  only  externally  cool,  but 
also  there  is  a  feeling  of  coolness  inside.  G-.  Cold  air  causes  pains 
in  the  throat.     48,  49. 

8ki]l« — 175*  Itching  all  over  the  body,  without  eruption.  B. 
Itching  on  the  abdomen  and  navel,  90 ;  on  the  scrotum,  100 .  Vesi- 
cular erysipelas  on  the  face.  37.  Eruptions  on  the  back,  like  zoster. 
123.  Tetter  on  the  ears,*  25;  on  the  hands.  189.  180.  Furun- 
culi  which  commenced  with  a  number  of  small  blisters.  Pehrson. 
Lupus  on  the  face.*  89.  *  For  scrofula,  a  popular  medicine  in  North 
America.  Mr.  C,  from  a  child,  was  afflicted  with  the  scrofula,  and 
had  also  glandular  swelling  on  the  neck  ;  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
was  much  worse,  had  eight  abscesses  on  the  neck,  three  ulcers  on  the 
shoulder  and  three  on  the  hips  ;  at  forty  years  of  age  he  had  his  head 
drawn  on  one  side,  and  was  unable  to  labor.  After  using  the  Rock- 
rose  for  four  weeks,  the  ulcers  broke,  discharged  and  healed  ;  the 
tumor  lessened  in  size,  his  head  resumed  its  natural  position  and  he 
went  regularly  to  work.  Later  his  scrofulous  symptoms  returned 
again  and  he  also  bled  at  the  lungs,  for  which  he  used  it  again  with 
the  same  beneficial  results.  Professor  Ives.  *  Hard  swelling  around 
all  her  syphilitic  mercurial  ulcers  on  the  lower  limbs:     R.  R. 

SM6S« — First  in  the  left  then  in  the  right  shoulder ;  pain  from 
right  to  left  side^  12,  67  ;  pain  from  Zoster.     123. 


185*  Pain  in  the  left  shoulder  and  right  hand.    154. 


In  the  right  eye-socket  piercing  pain  and  headache  on  the   same 
side,  16  ;  stitches  in  the  left  eye.     17. 

In  the  left  nostril,  burniog  sensation,  30  ;  left  side  of  the  nose 
painful,  81 ;  toothache  in  the  left  side.     40. 

In  the  left  hypochondrium,  80 ;  induration,  (120,)  and  *  inflam- 
mation (121)  of  left  mamma. 

Right  side  below  the  shoulder  blade,  eruption  on.     128. 
190.  Pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  127 ;  and  in  the  left,  126,  154. 

Right  arm  pains  in  (128),  and  in  the  right  hand  (128, 181,  154,) 
while  writing.     184. 

Over  the  left  hip  pain,  155 ;  and  in  the  left  buttock.    141. 

Right  thigh,  pain  in,  148,  144 ;  and  in  the  toes  of  the  right  foot. 
150. 

TIMES    OF    DAT. 

^  From  noon  until  1  to  3  a.  m.,  the  dryness  in  throatis  worse.  55* 
Afternoon,  pain  in  the  hand.     131. 
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Towards  evening,  flatulence,  89  ;  and  urging  to  stool,  92  ;  cheer- 
fulness, 8 ;   puffed  up    with    flatulency,  84 ;    sneezing,   28 1 
♦wheezing,  112  ;  on  two  successive  days  difficult  breathing  after 
lying  down.  111;    pain  in  the  chest,  126  ;  in  the   shoulder, 
126 ;  in  the  knee,  154 ;  piercing  pain  in  the  toe.     150. 
During  the  night,  swallowing  saliva  to  relieve  dryness,   53  ; 
wheezing,  waking  others,  112 ;    scratching  in  the  larynx, 
103  ;  at  daybreak,  diarrhoea,  94. 
In  the  morning,  thin  stool,  93  ;  sneezing,  28  ;  *  sore  throat  and 
dry  tongue,  59  ;  pain  in  the  hypochondrium,  81 ;    more   ex- 
pectoration, 62. 
^  All  his  symptoms  worse  in  the  morning.  (1)  B. 
Forenoon,  diarrhoea,  three  times.     94. 
All  day,  headache,  6  ;  coolness  in  the  throat.     47. 

WARM   AND    COLD   AIR. 

In  a  warm  room  moist,  but  cool  skin.     172. 
Fresh  air  through  the  open  window  relieves  the  difficult  breath- 
ing.    111.  • 
When  growing  cold  the  pain  in  the  fingers  increases.     188 
Inhaling  cold  air  causes  sore  throat.     48,  *  49. 

TOUCH   AND    MOTION. 

The  least  touch  increases  the  pain  in  the  hand.     128. 
Repeatedly  after  lying  down  the  difficult  breathing  recurs.  111. 
After  lying  down  in  bed,  (fifteen  minutes,)  a  sensation  as  if  ants 

were  running  through  the  whole  body.     111. 
When  sitting,  pain  in  the  thighs  and  knees.     144. 
Motion  increases  the  pain.     128. 
While  writing  the  hand  becomes  painful.     184. 
While  walking  pain  in  the  thigh.     148,  144. 

OTHER    MEDICINES. 

Coffee  causes  diarrhoea.     G. 
Sepia  cured  a  painfully  swollen  nose.     81. 
Belladonna,  Garb.  v.  and   Phosphor,  acted  favorably  between 
repeated  doses  of  Cistus.  B. — Hahnemannian  Monthly, 


The  Faculty  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College  desire 
to  publish  a  full  Catalogue  of  all  the  Students  and  Graduates  of  the 
College,  but  are,  unfortuately,  without  a  List  of  the  first  six  Sessions. 
They  will  thank  any'bne  having  Catalogues  of  any  of  those  Sessions 
if  they  will  send  them  to  T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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For  the  American  Homoopaihio  Obaenrer. 
CACTUS    GBANDIFLOBUS. 


BT  L.   BiiRKES,  M.   D. 


I  preserved  some  of  the  alcohol  in  which  a  large  flower  of  tho 
night-blooming  cactus  had  been  preserved.  Some  of  the  stems  or 
small  shoots  of  the  plant  were  cut  into  thin  pieces  and  put  into  this. 
The  potency  thus  made  was,  as  near  as  I  could  estimate,  about  «the 
1st  decimal,  I  could  not  be  precise  in  regard  to  the  strength,  since, 
the  flower  not  being  in  season,  I  could  get  no  fresh  one  from  which 
to  make  my  own  preparation. 

DR.   L.    BARNES*    PROVING. 

I  took  five  drops,  June  17,  1866,  at  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.  I  am 
fifty  years  old,  of  a  highly  nervous  temperament,  and  too  delicate  in 
health  to  be  at  all  times  comfortable  under  the  wear  and  tcai*  of  a 
heavy  practice.  I  am  subject  to  many  aches  and  various  pains, 
but  the  symptoms  which  followed  the  Cactvs  were  so  far  unusual, 
that  I  think  it  fair  to  attribute  them  to  the  medicine. 

The  pulse,  on  taking  it,  was  eighty-two  and  full.  In  twenty 
minutes  it  was  seventy-eight  and  weak.  In  thirty  minutes,  that  is 
ten  minutes  afterwards,  it  was  seventy-four.  A  numb  pain  with  a 
sense  of  stupidity  then  extended  from  above  the  .eyes  across  the  base 
of  the  brain ;  aching  in  the  arms  and  hands  similar  to  the  pains  in 
fever,  which  ordinary  people  call  aching  of  the  bones  ;  dullish  pain 
in  the  lungs  ;  sight  blurred  ;  head  heavy  ;  renewed  pain  in  a  thumb 
which  had  been  dislocated  about  a  month  before ;  warmth  in  the 
bowels ;  general  stupidity ;  slightly  oppressed  breathing  ;  perspira- 
tion ;  numbness  in  the  legs  aud  feet. 

These  symptoms  occurred  in  the  order  stated,  and  all  within 
about  an  hour  ;  after  which  I  could  distinguish  nothing  that  could  be 
referred  with  confidence  to  the  dose. 

PROVINGS    BY    MR. BCBHM. 

I  also  gave  five  drops  at  the  same  time  to  Mr.  Boehm,  a  very 
intelligent  man  from  Cumberland,  Maryland.  He  is  of  about  tho 
same  age,  with  similar  delicacy  of  health,  but  has  considerable  of  the 
bilious  mixed  with  his  nervous  temperament.  The  following  is  his 
record  of  symptoms : 

**  Not  much  change  in  the  pulse ;  a  stupid,  drowsy  feeling  ;  skin 
moist ;  beat  in  the  epigastrium  ;  wakeful  at  night  (the  following  eve) 
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wiiii  a  tired  feeling ;    rheumatic  pain  in  the  whole  of  the  right  leg, 
severe  enough  to  prevent  sleep.*' 

D&;  L.  s.  BARNES*  pnoviNa. 

Mj  son  also,  Dr.  L.  S.  Barnes,  proved  this  medicine  somewhat 
more  heroically,  upon  himself.  He  is  about  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
healthy.     The  following  is  his  record  : 

*•  June  17,  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  pulse  80.  Took  ten  drops.  In  fifteen 
minutes  pulse  eighty-four;  in  thirty  minutes  pulse  eighty*eight. 
Took  half  a  dram.  In  fifteen  minutes  afterwards  pulse  reduced  to 
eighty ;  in  thirty  minutes  (from  time  of  taking)  pulse  seventy-two ; 
in  two  hours  sixty-four,  very  irregular  and  soft,  from  which  it  contin- 
ued to  vary,  running  from  sixty  to  sixty-eight  for  several  hours. 
There  was  pain  in  the  forehead  and  eyes,  dark  spots  before  the  eyes, 
ringing  in  the  ears ;  a  sort  of  stupid  feeling ;  a  feeling  of  warmth 
about  the  throat  and  chest ;  pulse  softer  and  more  feeble,  with  a  sense 
of  weakness  throughout  the  whole  body,  especially  in  the  muscles  of 
the  back  part  of  the  neck,  which  makes  it  troublesome  to  hold  up  the 
head ;  perspiration  over  the  whole  body ;  burning  in  the  pit  of  the 
stomach ;  an  indescribable  fear  that  something  terrible  is  going  to 
happen  to  me. 

Thirty-six  hours  after  taking  the  medicine,  had  a  severe  rheumatic 
pain  in  the  loft  ankle,  with  some  swelling  ;  frightful  dreams  for  three 
nights,  making  me  cry  out ;  felt  much  alarmed  on  wakings  but  could 
not  tell  the  cause  of  alarm. 

Third  day,  pain  in  the  forehead  s^d  eyes,  with  ringingin  the  cars  ; 
feel  very  weaay  ;  throat  feels  sore ;  considerable  pain  still  in  the  left 
ankle ;  pulse  eighty,  and  otherwise  about  natural." 

TRIAL    BY   DR.    H.    BENDINOT. 

Dr.  H.  Bendinot  of  Alexandria,  Ohio,  who  is  my  relative,  also 
took  five  drops  soon  afterwards.  I  have  mislaid  his  record,  but  it  was 
substantially  this :  He  felt  nothing  which  he  thought  could  be  referred 
to  the  medicine,  but  a  troublesome  rheumatism  of  the  shoulder,  which 
he  had  been  for  a  long  time  unable  to  remove,  now  disappeared. 


ASCLEPIAS   TUBEROSA,' 
DiSCOREA   VILLOSA^ 

Oelseminum  semper  virens, 
Sanguinaria  canadensis, 

Dr.  Thomas  Nichol's  provings  and  clinical  observations  on  these 
medicines  will  appear  in  subsequent  numbers. 
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Pi;s!t$Uattt{. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathio  Obseryer. 

A    LOOK    AHEAD. 


BT  T.  P.  WIUON,  Jff.  D.,  FEOr.   07  FBTSIOLOOT  AND  PATHOLOOT,  CLBYELAHD  MXDICAI.  COLLXQS. 


The  times  are  portentous  of  a  gr^at  and  radical  reform  in  the  art 
of  medicine.  As  regards  the  question  of  matter  in  medicine,  we  are 
not  likely  to  see  much  chauge.  The  mind  of  the  master,  Hahnemann, 
has  fixed,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  for  all  time  to  come,  the  character 
of  the  agents  to  be  employed  in  the  art  of  healiug.  We  may  for 
many  years  yet  amuse  ourselves  with  discussions  on  the  propriety  of 
high  or  low  dilutions,  with  arguments  pro  and  con  on  the  administra- 
tion of  single  or  alternated  remedies,  and  with  vigorous  debates  on 
the  use  of  foreign  or  indigenous  remedies  ;  but  however  the  decision 
may  finally  turn,  it  can  in  no  way  affect  this  fundamental  and  firmly 
established  truth,  that  likes  by  likes  are  cured. 

It  is  wholly  in  regard  to  the  question  of  manner^  that  this  reform 
is  destined  ultimately  to  work  for  our  profession  a  desirable  and  last- 
ing change.  Medical  science  and  art  have  a  very  wide  range.  In 
its  department  of  science,  we  have  principally  Anatomy,  Physiology 
and  Pathology  ;  of  which  either  one  is  a  life-long  study  for  any  man. 
In  its  art,  we  have  Practice,  Surgery  and  Obstetrics  ;  of  which  either 
one  is  a  life-long  labor  ;  that  is,  Jf  one  desires  to  be  the  perfect  mas- 
ter of  his  profession.  Dentistry  is  a  part,  originally,  of  medical  art ; 
but  the  stupidity  of  the  profession  let  it  set  up  housekeeping  on  its 
own  responsibity  ;  and  truth  compels  us  to  say,  that  it  is  to-day  a  half 
century  in  advance  of  what  it  would  have  been,  if  it  had  kindly  con. 
sented  to  stay  at  home  until  it  had  attained  its  majority,  and  been 
duly  taught  to  work  in  all  things  secundum  artem,  0  what  a  mon- 
strous incubus  this  secundum  artem  has  been  on  medicine  It  is  the 
ball  and  chain,  and  the  iron  hand  cuffs,  that  mark  to-day  the  degrada- 
tion of  one  of  the  richest  boons  that  heaven  ever  vouchsafed  to  man. 
It  has  cramped,  crippled  and  hopelessly  maimed  legitimate  medicine, 
so-called,  until  it's  a  by-word  on  the  lips  of  the  people. 

Obstetrics  came  very  near  leaving  the  family  circle  also,  and  if 
we  had  had  mid-men,  instead  of  mid-wives,  there  iS  little  doubt,Jbut 
that  like  dentistry,  it  would  have  been  to-day  operating  on  its  own 
hook — or  perhaps  I  should  say  forcep — and  with  equal  advantage  to 
its  perfection. 
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One  department  of  Surgery  also  threatened  secession  for  a  time, 
«id  if  the  law  had  let  these  natural  bone  setters  alone,  they  would 
have  made  at  least  one  portion  of  surgery  an  ornament  to  civilization. 

As  it  is,  all  this,  and  much  more,  is  duly  crammed  into  one  poor 
head ;  and  if  he  is  a  doctor,  he  is  presumed  to  know  almost  every- 
thing, and  to  be  able  to  do  almost  anything.  Your  modern  doctor  is 
a  regular  jack  at  all  trades  ;  a  man  of  all  work  ;  ready  at  a  moment's 
warning  to  pull  a  tooth,  or  make  a  prescription  ;  to  set  a  leg,  or  bring 
forth  a  baby  ;  to  straighten  an  eye,  or  adjust  a  fracture,  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case  demand.  He  must  be  a  good  anatomist,  a  thor- 
ough physiologist,  a  learned  pathologist,  a  skillful  surgeon,  a  capable 
obstetrician,  and  at  the  same  time  understand  all  phases  of  disease, 
endemic,  epidemic  and  contagious  ;  visit  them  everywhere,  and  know 
always  just  what  causes  they  are  due  to,  and  what  remedies  they  are 
best  cured  by. 

If  this  is  not  utterly  appalling  to  the  mind  that  contemplates  it, 
then  you  may  add  Botany,  Toxicology,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence  to  the  list  of  accomplishments  a  modern  doc- 
tor is  presumed  to  possess ;  and  then  ask  said  contemplative  mind,  if 
the  effort  to  be  such  a  thing  as  a  doctor,  is  not  the  height  of  all  modern 
absurdities.     The  wonder  in  the  case  must  be,  that  any  sane  mind 

ever  attempted  it.  Yet  in  this  boasted  day  of  light  and  progress, 
young  men  by  the  hundreds  are  essaying  to  accomplish  the  task ;  and 
medical  schools  are  niaking  the  effort  to  teach  it  all,  in  a  short  course 
of  lectures,  reaching  over  a  period  of  four  or  six  months. 

What  wonder,  then,  that  the  spirit  of  reform  is  sounding  her  notes 
of  warning.  Her  transforming  hand  is  laying  its  firm  hold  on  this 
vexed  question,  and  we  will  ere  long  see  such  a  radical  change  in  the 
manner  of  medical  art,  as  will  make  us  wonder  that  so  poor  a  system 
of  teaching  and  practicing  it,  ever  had  place  among  us. 

Briefly,  then,  the  times  demand  the  creation  of  a  broad  and  dis- 
tinctive line  to  be  drawn  between  the  various  branches  of  medical 
art.  And  no  man,  however  great  his  natural  abilities  or  learning, 
will  be  presumed  able  to  master  more  than  one  of  these  departments.f 
No  matter,  then,  how  much  we  divide  and  subdivide  this  great  system 
of  medicine,  its  teachers  and  practitioners  will  each  the  better  become 
master  of  his  profession.  This  will  serve  to  elevate  immeasurably 
tiie  science  and  art  of  medicine,  and  place  it,  perhaps,  in  its  legitimate 
position  beside  the  exact  sciences.  When  we  come  to  have  five  or 
six  classes  of  general  practitioners,  three  or  four  kinds  of  surgeons, 
and  a  class  of  men  especially  devoted  to  obstetrics,  we  shall  have 
what  the  age  and  the  wants  of  the  people  demand.  At  present  all 
our  large  cities  are  in  immediate  demand  of  this  reformatory  measure  ; 
and  eventually  the  rapidly  populating  country  will  fully  sustain  the 
same  reformatory  changes.     Now  is  this  Utopian  or  not? 
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For  the  American  HomoMpathie  Observer. 
HOMOEOPATHY. 

What  are  its  Claixns  on  Public  Confidence  P* 


BT  JOSEPH  HOOFIR,  M.  D. 


Few  questions  are  so  important  to  the  community,  wben  serious 
disease  lays  hold  upon  relations  and  friends,  as  the  questions,  Where 
shall  we  seek  relief  ?  What  system  of  cure  shall  we  adopt  ?  One 
neighbor  says,  "  Send  for  an  Old  School  physician,  of  course  /"  An- 
other recommends  a  Thompsonian  or  Eclectic  doctor.  A  third  advises 
a  trial  of  the  water  cure.  A  fourth  is  sure  there  is  nothing  like 
electricity.  And  a  host  of  others  are  prepared  to  vouch  for  the 
efficacy  of  all  sorts  and  descriptions  of  patent  medicines,  until  the 
mind  becomes  perfectly  bewildered  amidst  the  numerous  claimants 
for  public  favor.  This  bewilderment  sometimes  reaches  such  a  climax 
as  to  cause  an  agony  of  anxiety  and  doubt.  How  thankfully  would 
such  persons  receive  a  clear,  rational,  comprehensible  and  positive 
guide  to  health,  at  such  a  time.  The  object  of  this  tractate  is  to  show 
that  there  is  one  system  of  medicine  at  least  that  appeals  to  men's 
Common  sense,  and  lays  claim  to  general  confidence  on  rational  and 
philosophical  grounds.     That  system  is  termed  Homcbofathy. 

At  first  sight,  there  is  no  system  of  medicine  less  likely  to  attract 
the  uninformed  and  unthinking,  than  homoeopathy.  The  infinitesimal 
character  of  the  doses  usually  employed,  their  tastelessness,  the 
absence  of  any  violent  action  from  the  medicaments  exhibited,  together 
with  the  ridicule  so  universally  heaped  by  enemies  upon  the  system, 
induce  large  numbers  to  dismiss  the  subject  from  their  minds  as 
supremely  ridiculous,  and  to  regard  those  who  practice  it  either  as 
fanatical  and  visionary  in  the  extreme,  or  as  dishonest  as  the  vendors 
of  wooden  nutmegs.  "  If,"  say  they,  "  Old  School  Physicians,  with 
the  experience  of  many  centuries  to  assist  them ;  with  a  thorough 
medical  education,  often  fail  to  cure  their  patients,  even  with  massive 
doses  of  crude  medicine,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  ten  thousandth 
part  of  a  grain  of  some  medicinal  substance,  and  a  little  sugar,  can 
successfully  combat  obstinate  disease?''  and  without  pushing  the 
inquiry  further,  resolve  to  go  to  the  confectioners  for  their  sweets 
when  they  need  any.  But  facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  (except  in 
the  case  of  persons  as  stupid  and  obstinate  as  a  certain  Frenchman, 
who,  being  told  while  arguing  a  point  that  facts  were  against  him, 

*  The  first  of  a  series  of  popular  tractates  published  at  the  oi&ce  of  th6  American  Homeo- 
pathic Observer,  at  |4  per  100  copies. 
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replied,  **So  much  de  worse  f&r  de  facs^'')  will  not  by  sensible  people 
be  entirely  ignored.  There  are  at  the  present  time  tens  of  thousands 
who  have  espoused  homoeopathy  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world. 
In  Germany^  France,  Prussia,  Austria,  Great  Britian  and  all  her 
colonies,  and  in  most  parts  of  North  and  South  America,  homoeopathy 
has  taken  deep  root.  And  amongst  what  class  of  people  does  it  gain 
a  foothold  ?  Investigate  the  case  in  any  neighborhood,  at  home  or 
abroad.  Ask  who  were  the  earliest  patrons  of  this  New  School  of 
medicine.  They  were  not  the  people  usually  led  astray  by  some 
chimera.  They  were  not  the  people  who  take  up  with  every  new 
thing.  Neither  were  they  the  illiterate,  the  illogical  nor  the  super- 
stitious. Such  persons  seldom,  if  ever,  espouse  homoeopathy.  The 
earliest  patrons  of  this  new  healing  science  in  every  section  of  the 
country,  have  ever  been  derived  from  the  learned,  the  intellectual, 
the  patient,  plodding,  seeker  after  truth.  Senators,  judges,  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  scholars,  authors  of  works  on  philosophy,  are  the  men 
who  have  tested  calmly  and  thoroughly  the  claims  of  homoeopathy ; 
and  having  once  acknowledged  the  great  law  of  cure  which  is  the 
foundation  of  all  true  homoeopathic  practice,  they  have  never  aban- 
doned their  faith  in  its  efficacy,  or  ceased  to  support  its  claims  to 
general  adoption.  With  equal  truth  it  may  be  asserted,  that  the 
pioneer  practitioners  of  homoeopathy  have  been  men,  not  likely  to 
lend  themselves  to  a  hoax,  or  a  humbug.  They  have  been  men  of 
mind  and  character ;  men  of  benevolent  hearts  and  noble  aspirations  ; 
ornaments  to  the  Old  School  while  they  continued  to  be  associated  with 
it,  and  after  they  conscientiously  left  it,  for  a  more  humane  and  a  more 
philosophical  practice,  continued  just  as  truthful,  just  as  sympathetic, 
just  as  noble  in  all  the  relations  of  life  as  they  were  before.  The 
base  pretenders  to  physic — the  advertising  vultures  who  prey  upon 
the  credulity  of  the  masses — are  men  of  an  entirely  different  stamp 
to  the  ordinary  run  of  homoeopathic  physicions,  and  especially  to  the 
f&thers  and  founders  of  the  system.  As  a  rule,  the  homoeopathic 
physician  is  as  well  educated,  as  whole  souled,  as  virtuous,  as  benefl- 
cent  and  as  much  deserving  of  confidence  as  those  of  any  other  class 
of  professional  men. 

The  system  of  which  we  write  is  pre-eminently  calculated  to 
attract  those  who  bear  the  character  we  have  just  named  ;  for  it  is  first 
of  all  a  rational  hud  philosophical  system.  It  is,  moreover,  humane. 
Again,  it  is  easUy  understood.  It  is  safe.  It  is  economical.  It  is 
nuxessfuL 

Ponder  a  little  over  the  proofs  of  these  several  propositions,  and 
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doubtless  you  will  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  it  has  at  least  some 
claim  to  public  investigation  and  public  confidence. 

The  first  great  claim  which  homoeopathy  lays  to  public  confidence 
is,  that  it  is  formed  on  a  rational  aud 'philosophical  basis.  There  is 
a  fixed,  immutable,  certain  law  of  cure  for  the  guidance  of  the  hom- 
oeopathic practitioner,  which  those  of  no  other  school  of  medicine 
possess.  We  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  old  school  of  practice  are  not  scientific  men,  nor  that  as 
a  body  they  fall  below  others  in  the  possession  of  a  thorough  education. 
Hundreds  of  names  of  old  school  physicians  could  be  mentioned) 
who  would  not  only  have  been  a  credit  to  any  profession,  but  were 
benefactors  to  the  whole  human  race  by  their-  scientific  discoveries. 
But  none  of  them  ever  laid  down  a  certain,  unmistakable  and  general 
law  for  the  administration  of  remedies  in  the  cure  of  disease.  The 
best  they  have  done  is  to  describe  the  leading  characteristics  of  the 
drugs  on  which  they  have  experimented,  classing  some  as  cathartics, 
others  as  opiates,  sudorifies,  &c.,  leaving  each  practitioner  to  select  one, 
two  or  half  a  dozen,  according  to  his  fancy.  Let  the  friends  of  a  sick 
patient  adhering  to  the  allopathic  practice,  seek  counsel  from  a  num- 
ber of  physicians.  They  will  probably  obtain  as  many  different 
prescriptions  as  there  were  physicians  in  council.  How  do  they 
proceed  ?  Having  settled  the  name  of  the  disease,  one  follows  the 
great  author.  Dr.  A.,  another  prefers  the  prescription  of  Dr.  B.,  an- 
other of  Dr.  C.  Some  will  bleed,  while  others  will  stimulate.  Some 
will  use  Mercury  in  very  large  doses,  while  others  declare  it  will  be 
death  to  the  patient  to  do  so.  There  is  no  rule  to  guide  them  but  the 
dangerous  one  of  "  Follow  my  leader."  How  different  the  method  of 
the  true  homoeopath.  He  first  endeavors,  by  the  eye,  the  touch,  by 
questions  put  to  his  patient,  to  relatives  and  attendants,  and  by  his 
own  observations,  to  discover  all  the  symptoms  developed  by  the  dis- 
ease. He  then  Searches  his  Materia  Medica,  or  seeks  in  his  retentive 
iiemory  for  a  drug  or  a  medicine  that  would  produce  a  similar  picture 
of  symptoms  in  a  healthy  subject.  If  he  can  find  such  a  medicine, 
and  in  ninety* nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  he  can,  he  is  as  sure  of 
relieving  his  patient  by  the  aid  of  that  medicine,  as  he  is  that  the  sun 
will  rise  in  the  east,  or  that  a  ball  thrown  up  into  the  air  will  descend 
again  to  the  earth ;  for  it  is  as  truly  a  law  of  nature — "  Similia  similibus 
curantur/'  (likes  by  likes  are  cured) — as  the  law  of  gravitation  or 
any  other  law  of  physics.  The  discovery  of  this  law  was  made  over 
half  a  century  ago,  by  one  of  the  best  Old  School  Physicians  of  his 
time,  Samuel  Hahnemann,  the  father  and  founder  of  homoeopathy. 


AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSEKVBR.  86 

He  observed  that  peruvian  bark,  the  great  remedy  for  intermittent 
fevers,  would,  when  taken  by  a  person  in  health  in  large  quantities, 
produce  just  such  symptoms  as  were  cured  by  it.  And  in  thinking 
over  many  cures  he  had  effected  with  other  remedies,  it  occurred  to 
him  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  were  accomplished  by  the  agency 
of  drugs  that  would  produce  similar  troubles  in  healthy  frames.  So 
Ipecacuanha,  for  instance,  in  a  large  dose  will  produce  vomiting ;  but 
administered  under  certain  circumstances  to  a  patient  suffering  from 
nausea,  it  will  cure.  Sulphur,  again,  will  produce  itching  eruptions. 
It  is  a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  itch.  Did  space  permit,  we  might 
multiply  illustrations  by  hundreds.  Hahnemann,  with  the  self-sacri- 
ficing devotion,  and  the  earnestness  that  were  characteristic  of  that 
great  man,  set  himself  and  a  number  of  his  pupils  and  friends  to 
work,  to  prove  drugs,  by  taking  them  in  health,  writing  down  carefully 
every  symptom  experienced  while  under  their  influence  ;  then  when 
called  to  attend  patients  who  were  afflicted  with  disease,  he  adminis- 
tered those  substances  that  would  produce  a  like  class  of  symptoms. 
He  invariably  found  that  "likes  by  likes  are  cured."  At  first  he 
gave  too  large  doses,  and  increased  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  until 
he  discovered  that  an  infinitesimal  dose  was  sufficient  usually  to 
effect  a  cure.  For  half  a  century  medical  philanthropists  have  fol- 
lowed in  the  footsteps  of  their  great  master.  Over  five  hundred 
medicinal  substances  have  been  proved  on  healthy  subjects,  the  symp- 
toms produced  have  been  recorded,  and  the  truth  of  the  law  of 
"  Similia  similibus  curantur,'*  tested  in  the  case  of  tens  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  suffering  ones. 

How  simple  I  how  rational !  how  beautiful  is  this  law  !  The  prac- 
titioner need  not  long  remain  in  doubt  as  to  what  he  should  do.  He 
need  not  wade  through  quarto  tomes  to  find  out  precedents  and 
authorities.  He  has  to  acquaint  himself  with  his  Materia  Medica, 
and  use  his  common  sense,  and  he  will  succeed  in  almost  all  cases 
that  are  curable  at  all. 

The  second  claim  homoeopathy  makes  to  public  confidence  is,  that 
U  is  a  humane  system.  The  Old  School  practice  was  much  more 
cruel  and  barbarous  thirty  years  ago  than  it  is  now.  Lancets,  leeches, 
blisters  and  fearful  drastic  purges  were  the  order  of  the  day.  Every 
one  expected,  when  he  sent  for  the  doctor,  to  be  tortured  before  he 
was  cared ;  and  although  there  is  less  of  blistering,  bleeding  and 
leeching  now  than  there  was  then,  horrible,  nauseous,  debilitating 
doses  of  medicine  are  still  given.  They  attempt  to  cure  one  disease  by 
producing  another  stronger  than  the  first,  and  oftentimes  the  poor 
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will  yovL  hastily  conclude,  without  investigation,  that  homoeopathj  is 
a  quackery  and  a  cheat  ?  Will  you  shut  your  eyes  to  facts  acknowl- 
edged by  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  human 
family  1  Will  you  have  your  wife  and  your  children  blistered  and 
bled,  stupified  with  Morphine  or  rendered  imbecile  for  life  by  Calomel, 
when  you  can  secure  for  them  more  certain,  more  humane,  more 
rational  treatment  ?  In  the  name  of  a  suffering  humanity,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  in  the  name  of  fair  play,  we  ask  you  to  test 
homoeopathy.  Give  it  a  fair,  and  give  it  a  thorough  trial.  It  is  all 
the  system  needs  to  make  the  practice  general — almost  universal. 
We  may  at  some  future  time  dwell  on  the  popular  fallacies  con- 
cerning homoeopathy,  in  which  paper  we  propose  to  answer  the 
numerous  objections  urged  against  the  system.  But  for  the  present 
we  have  only  to  say,  this  new  system  has  been  thoroughly  tested  by 
able  and  honest  witnesses,  who  find  it  to  be  rational  Q,iid  phiiotpphicalf, 
simiilcy  humane,  economical,  safe  and  successful,     TEY  IT. 

Tat  the  American  Homoeopitihio  Obeerrer. 
GHXX>BIO    ETHEB    AND    <<NEXJBALaiC    PBEONANCY." 

-       bY  C.  AL«X.   OARM8KT,  M.  D.,  BlTATIA,  ILLS. 

Doubtless  some  of  your  readers  will  con  over  the  title  to  this  arti* 
(jle,  and  exclaim,  "  Neuralgic  Pregnancy  I  Ah,  a  new  reproductive 
agent  truly.  The  Doctor  has  surely  come  to  town  I"  But  hold  a 
moment.  The  misnomer  of  the  thing  is  just  where  **  the  laugh  comea 
in."  I  was  called  recently  to  see  an  excessively  nervous  lady,  aet  45. 
She  had  borne  four  children,  and  miscarried  with  her  first,  at  six 
months,  not  knowing  that  she  was  pregnant,  and  her  physician  declar- 
ing that  she  was  not.  In  fact,  as  she  says,  denying  it,  and  ridiculing 
her  fears  up  to  almost  the  day  of  her  abortion.  I  found  her  nervous, 
feverish,  headache,  coated  tongue  and  quick  pulse,  abdominal  pains,, 
starting  from  below  the  umbilicus  and  shooting  round  into  the  left 
side,  along  the  back  and  up  under  the  ribs,  slight  nausea  and  loss  of 
appetite.  I  left  appropriate  remedies  for  the  fever  and  gastric  trouble, 
and  called  next  day.  Symptoms  all  better  but  the  pain.  This  would 
remit  in  the  morning  hours,  and  come  on  with  increased  severity  every 
afternoon  and  evening.  She  had  not  menstruated  for  eleven  months, 
and  was  now  near  her  monthly  period.  I  could  not  now  go  far  astray 
in  my  diagnosis,  and  told  her  I  was  plainly  of  the  opinion^  that  hor 
pains  were  neuralgic,  proceeding  from  uterine  irritation.  She  shook  her 
head  in  much  doubt,  especially  as  my  Aconite,  Gelseminum,  Cimicifuga 
and  Belladonna  failed  to  relieve  them.     She  now  recounted  to  me  the 
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history  of  her  abortion,  having  with  her,  I  believe,  some  six  or  seven 
Doctors,  "  and,"  she  added,  *'  Doctor^  I  believe  that  I  am  in  the  same 
condition  now,  and  that  I  shall  miscarry."  I  then  related  to  her 
the  presumptive  signs  of  such  a  condition.  She  had  not  experienced 
them,  and  I  suggested  an  examination  as  the  only  alternative  to  a  de- 
cision. This  she  was  not  prepared  for.  I  left,  ordering  such  treat- 
ment as  the  case  suggested. 

During  the  night  I  was  hastily  summoned.     "  Mrs. was  very 

much  worse,  and  wanted  me  immediately.'*  I  concluded  I  should 
DOW  come  to  sl  focus  in  the  case,  and  having  not  long  since  treated 
her  daughter  successfully  for  an  obstinate  erysipelas  of  the  face  and 
head,  with  a  highly  scrofulous  diathesis,  I  had  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince me  that  I  should  want  to  call  about  me  all  of  my  philosophy  to 
get  along  with  this  neuralgic-hysteralgic  case,  as  I  was  fully  con- 
Tinced  in  my  own  mind  she  was  not  pregnant.  I  was  ushered  into 
the  sick  chamber,  and  the  first  note  that  struck  my  ear,  was  that  one 
80  familiar  to  a  Doctor,  the  quick-drawn  and  explosive  breath  of  a 
woman  in  the  last  throes  of  labor.  My  philosophy  was  somewhat 
disturbed^  but  I  was  not  yet  convinced.  In  response  to  my  greeting 
she  exclaimed,  "  You  have  got  it  all  upside  down,"  I  asked  her  what 
she  meant.  (I  knew  to  what  she  alluded.)  **  You  will  see  very  soon,** 
and  here  began  another  bearing  down  pain.  Her  husband  stood 
aghast.  His  wife  forty-five,  the  youngest  child  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  now  another,  was  more  than  he  had  bargained  for.  I  very  coolly 
seated  myself  at  the  bedside,  with  my  right  hand  and  with  strong 
pressure  grasped  through  the  abdominal  parietes  the  locality  of  the 
fundus  uteri,  and  introducing  my  left  fore  finger  into  the  vagina,  and 
in  contact  with  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  waited  for  the  next  pain.  It 
came,  and  several  others  followed  in  regular  succession,  but  no  foetus 
appeared,  nor  was  there  the  least  signs  of  any.  The  womb,  to  the 
grasp  through  the  abdominal  walls,  was  about  as  l^rge  as  we  would 
expect  to  find  it  in  the  non-impregnated  state.  The  neck  protruded 
somewhat  into  the  vagina,  and  was  in  a  hard,  indurated  state,  the 
08-tincae  firmly  closed.  When  the  pains  came  on,  I  could  not  detect 
the  slightest  pressure  upon  the  mouth  or  neck,  though  the  vaginal 
walls  seemed  to  contract  even  to  close  pressure  upon  my  finger. 
When  fully  convinced,  I  ceased  all  examination,  though  I  was  careful 
not  abruptly  to  announce  to  her  my  decision,  thinking  it  would  sub- 
serve my  purpose  better  to  allow  her  gradually  to  see  her  own  error. 
I  remained  with  her  four  hours,  and  put  her  on  Gelseminum  and 
Cimicifuga,  and  also  ordered  a  hot  sitz  bath. 

7 
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Called  next  day.  She  had  passed  a  sleepless  night.  Sitz  bath 
afforded  no  relief.  Gdseminum  and  Cimidfuga  had  slightly  mod- 
erated the  "  labor  pains,"  though  she  was  still  suffering.  I  had  pre- 
Tiously  administered  the  first  decimal  of  Morphine,  but  dare  not  push 
it.  I  now  resolved  to  allow  her  to  inhale  Chloric  ether,  short  of  com- 
plete anaeshthesia.  To  this  end  I  poured  one-half  dram  upon  a  nap- 
kin, and  held  it  at  three  or  four  inspirations  to  her  mouth  and  nose, 
at  short  intervals.  Contrary  to  my  expectations,  she  became  insensi- 
ble, and  slept  and  breathed  calmly.  Pulse  good.  She  continued  so 
for  half  an  hour,  when,  still  insensible,  singultus  set  in.  At  this 
juncture  her  husband  and  daughter  came  in,' and  thought 'her  dying. 
I  now  resolved  I  would  administer  a  restorative,  though  I  apprehend- 
ed no  danger,  from  the  character  of  the  breathing  and  pulse.  On  a 
closer  scrutiny,  I  found  her  jaws  firmly  set,  and  Ammonia  failed  to 
arouse  her.  Her  limbs  were  straight  but  not  rigid,  and  she  looked 
much  like  a  corpse.  The  daughter  let  fall  a  remark,  that  made  me 
hastily  acquainted,  that  she  had  often  seen  her  mother  in  just  such  a 
state,  and  Ammonia  was  used  to  arouse  her.  But  I  had  given  Chloric 
ether.  Her  former  Doctor  had  said  she  must  never  take  it,  and  I 
found  myself  irresistably  drawing  to  the  conclusion,  that  should  she 
happen  to  die  now,  I  and  Chloric  ether  would  have  to  account  for  it. 
I  took  from  my  case  Nux  vomica^ ^  ten  drops  to  a  teaspoonful  of 
water,  and  forced  it  through  her  clenched  teeth.  Whether  iVwa;  was 
best  indicated  or  not,  and  whether  it  was  due  to  Ifux  or  not,  in  ten 
minutes  the  jaws  relaxed,  and  she  opened  her  eyes.  She  declared 
she  was  free  from  pain,  that  she  had  had  delightful  scenes  before  her 
eyes,  and  a  sweet  sleep,  and  felt  more  comfortable  and  refreshed  than 
for  the  last  four  days.  I  left  Gelseminum  and  Cimidfuga,  once  in 
two  hours. 

Two  days  after  this,  she  answered  my  call  at  her  house.  She  was 
looking  much  fetter,  though  there  were  slight  pains  remaining  ;  and 
finally,  with  a  serio-comic  laugh,  concluded  that  **  Neuralgic  pregnancy 
was  worse  than  the  old-fashioned  way,'' 

N.  B.  Some  young  Doctors  may  be  profited  by  the  history  of  this 
case,  and  some  useful  hints  may  be  derived  therefrom,  especially  in 
the  administration  of  Chloroform  or  Chloric  ether  to  a  highly  nervous 
or  cataleptic  subject.  And  finally,  what  part  Chloric  ether  played, 
in  the  subsequent  mitigation  of  the  pains,  and  whether  it  may  not 
profitably  be  administered  even  in  such  cases,  if  given  judiciously. 


Hahnemann  was  born  on  the  10th  of  April,  1755. 
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Address    Before    the    Homceopathic   Medical   Society   of    the 
State  of  New  York.     By  Henry  D.  Paine,  M.  D. 

This  address  was  delivered  on  the  10th  of  May,  1866,  at  Albany, 
before  one  of  the  most  influential  State  Societies  belonging  to  our 
school  of  practice.  It  is  a  rare  thing,  now-a-days,  tg  find  an  address 
80  replete  with  sterling  good  sense,  and  withal  so  practical.  Dr. 
Paine  does  not  begin  with  a  fulsome  laudation  of  the  perfection  of 
the  homoeopathic  practice.  He  is  aware  that  such  a  desired  point 
has  not  yet  been  reached.  Speaking  of  the  art  of  medicine  in  gen- 
eral, he  says  : 

"  It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  things  in  the  world,  and  at  the 
same  time,  one  of  the  saddest  and  most  lamentable,  that  the  practice 
of  medicine,  an  art  of  daily  necessity  and  of  daily  exercise,  which 
most  nearly  affects  the  dearest  interests  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
improvement  oi  which  we  are  encouraged  and  impelled  by  the  strong- 
est motives  of  interest  and  humanity,  of  love  for  our  neighbor  and 
zeal  for  our  profession — should,  after  a  probation  of  so  long  a  period 
and  a  recorded  experience  of  at  least  two  thousand  years,  still  remain, 
as  it  confessedly  does  in  most  respects,  and  as  usually  understood,  an 
instrument  of  such  doubtful  and  uncertain  application." 

After  quoting  numerous  authorities  belonging  to  the  allopathic 
school,  to  the  same  effect,  he  quotes  Dr.  Hun,  who,  in  his  Annual 
Address  before  the  New  York  State  Society,  (allopathic)  1863,  makes 
the  same  admission.  Dr.  Hun  was  at  that  time  President  of  the 
Society,  and  in  his  address  publicly  attacked  the  system  of  homoeo- 
pathy. But  his  attack  was  so  tempered  by  wholesale  denunciations 
of  the  imperfections  of  his  own  school,  that  it  was  deprived  of  half 
its  virulency. 

**  Dr.  Hun  holds  the  following  language  :  *  Though  great  latitude 
of  opinion  is  tolerated  in  medicine,  yet,  to  this,  there  must  be  some 
limits.  The  most  opposite  doctrines  may  be  promulgated  ;  the  most 
opposite  modes  of  practice  may  be  proposed,  and  yet  neither  party 
claim  the  right  to  turn  the  other  out  of  the  profession  ;  but,  after  all, 
there  must  be  some  show  of  sense  or  reason  in  these  doctrines  or 
this  practice.  There  must,  in  fine,  be  some  limit  to  the  absurdities 
which  a  man  may  be  allowed  to  maintain.  Now.,  homoeopathy  passes 
these  limits.' " 
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But  immediately  before  he  had  critized  his  own  school — '*  He  ex- 
poses the  false  and  mischievous  assumptions  of  the  *  regular '  profession, 
and  speaks  of  its  *  errors  and  impostures  *  in  language  that  would 
be  considered  as  abusive  if  employed  by  one  of  another  school.  He 
justifies  the  ridicule  of  the  satirists  and  the  criticism  of  the  grave, 
which  have  served,  as  he  declares,  '  to  expose  our  exaggerated  pre- 
tentions in  the  cure  of  disease,  and  to  show  on  how  slight  a  foundation 
our  routine  of  practice  reposed.*  While  he  deplores  *  what  has 
happened  in  the  dark  paths  which  we  and  our  predecessors  have 
trod,*  he  is  not  less  emphatic  in  asserting  the  necessity  for  a  com- 
plete reconstruction  of  the  old  system  of  Therapeutics.** 

**  Dr.  Hun  admits  the  errors  and  impostures  of  the  *  regular ' 
profession  ;  he  admits  that  homoeopathists,  as  a  class,  are  not  charge- 
able with  that  sort  of  quackery  which  consists  of  dishonorable  and 
indecorous  professional  conduct ;  he  admits  that  most  of  them  *  have 
gone  through  a  regular  course  of  instruction,  and  have  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  proper  boards  qualified  to  practice,*  so  they  cannot 
be  charged  with  gross  ignorance ;  he  admits  that  there  are  many 
*  eminent  lawyers,  learned  divines,  shrewd  and  prudent  merchants, 
who  conduct  their  affairs  with  discretion,*  who  are  capable  of  *  form- 
ing a  sound  judgment  on  any  subject,  and  who  yet  adopt  the  homoeo- 
pathic system  of  practice  for  themselves  and  their  families  ;*  he 
admits  that  *  a  great  many  recoveries  take  place  under  homoeopathic 
treatment,*  and  he  allows  also  that  '  there  is  no  fixed  orthodoxy  in 
medicine,*  and  that,  within  allopathic  limits,  '  the  common  sense  of 
the  profession  does  not  call  a  man  a  quack  nor  exclude  him  from 
association,  simply  because  he  is  thought  to  be  absurd  and  wrong- 
headed,  nor  even  because  he  promulgates  a  system,  which,  like  the 
exploded  system  of  Broussais,  is  deemed  false  in  reasoning  and 
pernicious  in  practice.*  ** 

Dr.  Paine  makes  the  following  remarks,  which  expose  the  bigotry 
of  the  Old  School : 

**  As  homoeopathists  we  may  feel  under  no  particular  burden  of  ' 
obligation  for  these  concessions,  extorted  as  they  are  by  palpable  facts 
from  lips  all  too  reluctant  to  praise  and  all  too  ready  to  censure  ;  but 
the  *  general  world  *  of  mankind  may  well  adopt  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Dr.  Hun  for  his  exposure  of  what  is  not  deemed  quackery  inside  of 
the  *  regular  profession  ;*  and  it  goes  very  far  towards  neutralizing 
all  testimony  from  the  same  source  against  what  may  be  denounced 
as  quackery  outside  of  the  said  *  regular  profession.*  For,  by  the 
showing  of  Dr.  Hun,  a  man  may  adopt  and  propagate  a  system  which 
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is  regarded  by  his  brethren  as  *  false  in  reasoning  and  pernicious  in 
practice,Vi.  e.,  injurious  or  fatal  to  the  patient;  and  yet  the  common 
sense  of  the  profession  will  not  suflFer  him  to  be  called  a  quack,  nor 
exclude  him  from  association  and  recognition  as  a  *  regular,'  so  long 
as  he  sails  under  allopathic  colors  and  maintains  professional  decorum. 
He  is  thus  obliged  to  say,  in  substance,  we  cannot  stigmatize  any 
physician  as  unworthy  of  public  patronage  and  professional  confidence, 
merely  because  he  is  so  wrong-headed  as  to  persist  in  a  method  which 
we  see  kills  instead  of  cures,  for  then  we  should  be  obliged  ^o  brand 
a  portion  of  our  own  number  as  quacks  ;  nothing  is  quackery  which 
is  scientific,  and  nothing  is  scientific  unless  it  is  allopathic. 

"  What,  then,  it  may  well  be  inquired,  are  the  grave  delinquencies 
of  a  system  which,  like  homoeopathy,  is  adopted  and  approved,  and 
trusted  by  educated  and  conscientious  men,  (which,  so  far  as  being 
*  pernicious  and  injurious,'  has  proved  to  be  eminently  safe  and  suc- 
cessful in  practice)  that  it  should  be  proscribed  as  quackery,  and  its 
practitioners  denied  the  common  courtesies  of  the  profession  that  we 
freely  accord  to  the  '  absurd  and  wrong-headed  allopathist  ?'  " 

We  should  be  glad  to  quote  more  from  this  able  Address.  Its 
twenty-two  clearly  printed  pages  are  replete  with  logical  refutations 
of  the  arguments  of  our  opponents.  It  should  be  broadly  distributed, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  thinking  man.  With  such  a  judi- 
ciously written  exposition  before  them,  they  who  will  persist  in 
clinging  to  the  fallacies  of  antiquated  therapeutics,  must  be  '*  blind 
indeed.** 

We  commend  to  all  physicians  the  closing  paragraphs,  which 
show  Dr.  Paine  to  be  exempt  from  the  vain-glory  and  conceit  which 
characterizes  a  portion  of  our  school. 

**  We,  nevertheless,  protest  against  the  injustice  which  charges  us 
with  indifference  to  any  department  of  inquiry  which  can  have  any 
bearing,  however  remote,  on  the  progress  and  improvement  of  our 
art.  It  could  hardly  be  expected,  however,  that  in  its  first  half-cen- 
tury, homoeopathy  should  outstrip  the  progress  made  by  allopathy  in 
three  thousand  years,  especially  in  those  directions  pursued  by  both 
schools  in  common,  and  for  which  the  older  had  almost  a  monopoly  of 
facilities.  Nor  is  it  to  our  discredit  that  we  have  not  been  kept  by 
false  pride  from  availing  ourselves  of  the  help  which  comes  from  other 
men's  labors.  The  very  fact  that  the  Old  School  institutions  and 
savans,  half  despairing  of  success  in  Therapeutics,  are  pushing  their 
researches  in  subordinate  and  collateral  branches,  and  that  the  rich 
results  of  their  devotion  have  become  public  property,  spares  us  the 
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need  of  so  much  independent  effort,  and  permits  us  to  pursue,  with 
undivided  diligence,  our  appointed  task  of  enlarging  the  Materia 
Medtca,  verifying  its  application  to  disease,  and  developing  and 
extending  the  resources  in  our  possession." 

"  We  will  be  no  party  to  a  needless  quarrel.  Homoeopathy  would 
walk  side  by  side  with  allopathy  in  the  paths  of  general  science,  in 
the  pursuit  of  anatomical  knowledge,  and  in  honest  endeavor  to  mark 
and  classify  the  symptoms  peculiar  to  every  form  of  disease.  What- 
ever is  known  or  knowable  in  the  departments  of  Physiology,  Pathol- 
ogy, Diagnosis,  Hygiene,  &c.,  must  be  appropriated  with  genuine 
satisfaction  as  common  property  and  of  equal  interest  to  sensible 
medical  men  of  every  school.  We  trust  that  all  that  deserves  the 
name  of  science  is  sought  as  sincerely,  and  accepted  as  freely  and 
gratefully  by  us  as  by  those  who  deem  it  meritorious  to  denounce  us 
as  unscientific  pretenders." 

"  In  short,  homoeopathy  differs  from  all  preceding  schools  in  its 
principles  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  not  in  respect  of  general 
knowledge,  nor  in  its  recognition  of  physiological  and  correlative  facts. 

"  And  it  would  be  quackery  indeed,  did  we  affect  any  peculiar 
exemption  from  the  danger  of  misapprehending  disease.  W^hatever 
uncertainty  attends  diagnosis,  whatever  embarrassments  grow  out  of 
obscure  and  peculiar  conditions  of  the  patient,  hereditary  tendencies, 
temperament,  sex,  psychological  or  climatic  influences,  we  share  in 
common  with  others.  So  far  as  the  operation  of  medicine  is  modified 
or  neutralized  by  unobserved  or  undiscoverable  causes,  all  adminis- 
tration is  helpless.  We  are  hindered  in  our  work  accordingly,  and 
we  should  be  foolish  indeed,  not  to  welcome  from  any  and  all  sources 
light  on  these  shadowed  paths." 

"But  what  we  claim  in  advance  of  our  rivals  is  this,  that  when 
a  homoeopathic  physician  has  once  made  a  true  diagnosis,  or  a  com- 
plete digest  of  symptoms,  he  has  a  sure  rule  to  guide  him  in  the 
selection  of  a  remedy,  and  unless  the  symptoms  are  wholly  new,  so 
as  to  indicate  no  remedy  yet  included  in  the  Materia  Medica^  or 
unless  the  nature  of  the  disease  renders  a  cure  impossible,  or  unless 
he  be  defeated  by  the  folly  of  nurse  or  patient,  he  has  a  right  to  be 
confident  of  success,  and  that  this  confidence  rests  on  a  rational, 
scientific  basis — on  the  uniformity  of  relation  between  cause  and 
effect.  If  he  suffer  from  uncertainty  it  may  be  from  the  difficulty  of 
acquiring  the  necessary  information,  but  never  from  misgiving  as  to 
the  principle  that  should  govern  its  treatment." 
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First  Annual  Kepout  of  the  Consumptives  Home,  founded  by 
Charles  Cullis,  M.  D.,  Homoeopathist,  at  No.  4,  Vernon  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

This  comes  to  us  in  a  pamphlet  of  104  pages,  12  mo.,  with  the 
title,  "  A  Work  of  Faith.  History  of  the  Consumptives*  Homiy  and 
the  first  Anntuil  Report  to  Sept.  30,  1865,  with  an  introduction  by 
Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington^  D,  J>.,  and  Rev.  E,  N.  Kirk,  D.  D." 

Incurable  consumptives  being  denied  admittance  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  and  many  cases  of  great  suffering  being 
witi^essed  by  Dr.  Cullis  among  the  poor  of  Boston,  who  were  afflicted 
with  phthisis  pulmonalis,  he  was  moved  to  attempt  something  for  their 
relief.  He  found  the  afflicted  ones  deprived  of  ordinary  comforts,  as 
well  as  religious  privileges.  He  longed  to  provide  these — he  desired 
to  make  a  Christian  Home  for  them.  His  own  means  were  very 
limited.  What  course  should  he  pursue  ?  Apply  to  the  rich  men  of 
Boston,  call  a  meeting,  state  the  facts,  start  a  society,  get  influential 
men  to  take  position  on  a  board  of  directors,  call  on  the  preachers  for 
charity  sermons,  send  around  begging  committees,  and  when  pecun- 
iary means  were  secured  commence  a  suitable  building.  This  is  the 
course  in  benevolent  enterprises  sanctioned  by  almost  universal 
custom.  It  may  be  called  the  approved  method.  Our  young  friend 
did  otherwise. 

We  find  by  his  Journal,  that  in  April,  1862,  the  first  conception 
of  the  work  appeared  in  his  mind.  It  commenced  with  emotions  of 
sympathy  for  the  suflering.  Soon  he  thinks  of  a  Hospital  after  the 
plan  of  Muller's  Orphan  House.  He  speaks  of  it  to  no  earthly  friend 
for  nearly  three  months,  but  makes  it  the  object  of  constant  prayer. 
In  January,  1864,  he  received  the  first  donation,  of  one  dollar.  Aug. 
3d,  1864,  after  two  years  of  dailj  prayer,  he  purchases  a  house  for 
$6,600 ;  the  whole  of  the  principal  to  remain  at  interest.  With 
less  pecuniary  means  than  ever  before,  he  makes  the  purchase  with- 
out any  fear  of  the  result.  Sept.  1,  the  Matron  enters  upon  her 
duties.  Sept.  27,  the  house  is  dedicated.  Rev.  Drs.  Huntington,  Kirk, 
Hague,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulton,  G.  W.  Gardner.  0.  T.  Walker,  N.  G. 
Allen,  taking  part  in  impressive  services.  B.  P.  Shillaber,  Esq., 
recited  a  poem.  Nov.  26.  Thanksging  day,  the  Doctor  is  full  of 
gratitude.     He  says ; 

"  When  the  work  was  commenced  in  August,  I  had  but  little  over 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  out  of  this  must  come  my  own  business 
and  family  expenses,  and  the  Hospital  to  be  supported.  But  I  knew 
in  whom  I  trusted, — that  I  had  a  rich  Father  who  always  honors  all 
drafts  upon  Him.  In  Him  I  have  never  been  confounded.  Daily 
He  has  supplied  each  need.  The  Hospital  is  established  in  working 
order  ;  eight  patients  are  abundantly  cared  for,  having  all  their  needs 
supplied,  and  many  luxuries  ;  a  matron,  two  nurses,  two  domestics, 
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and  a  man  to  assist,  are  supported,  all  but  one  (Miss  K.)  being  paid 
weekly  wages  ;  all  the  expenses  of  the  house  have  been  paid  ;  and 
to-day  I  have  more  money  on  hand  than  when  the  work  was  com- 
menced. Have  I  not  reason  to  give  thanks  ?  Bless  the  Lord,  Oh, 
my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  His  holy  name." 

Feb.  25. — The  Massachusetts  Charitable  Fire  Society  donates  $300. 
March  16. — A  stranger  calls,  hands  Dr.  Cullis  $100,  and  refuses  to 
give  his  name.  The  Doctor  writes  :  "  To  the  glory  of  God  I  record 
that  not  a  day  since  the  work  commenced  has  He  failed  to  send  the 
daily  donation.*!  May  2. — He  prays  for  another  building,  as  there 
are  more  applications  for  patients  who  cannot  be  received.  May  31. 
He  purchases  the  adjoining  house  for  $3,900.  Sept.  27. — The  second 
house,  after  thorough  repairs,  is  dedicated.  Sept.  28. — Two  ladies 
call  to  say  that  a  friend  had  authorized  them  to  furnish  the  new  house 
with  everything  needed,  at  his  expense.  They  declined  to  give  his 
name.  Sept.  28. — The  closing  day  of  the  year  of  the  Consumptives* 
Home.  The  Doctor  records  :  "  In  answer  to  prayer  the  Lord  has 
given  in  cash,  five  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars,  twenty- 
eight  cents.  Expenses,  five  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars,  twenty-eight  cents.  Leaving  no  balance  in  the  treasury. 
But  there  is  the  never  failing  bank  on  which  to  draw,  where  the  drafts 
are  never  dishonored.  The  work  was  commenced  with  only  a  little 
over  three  hundred  dollars  in  money,  but  with  strong  faith  in  God's 
promises,  and  never  has  the  promise  failed.  Not  a  day  since  the 
work  was  dedicated  to  the  Lord  has  He  failed  to  send  His  daily  gift 
of  some  kind." 

"  *  0,  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  He  is  good  ;  for  His  mercy 
endure th  forever.  O,  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  His  good- 
ness, and  for  His  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men  I'  *' 

The  Editor  of  the  History  says  : 

During  this  time  the  number  of  patients  has  been  34 

Discharged  by  being  provided  for  by  friends  or  other  causes,  8 
Relieved,  as  able  to  attend  to  their  employment,  2 

Cured,  2 

Died,  each  with  a  hope  in  Christ,  13 

Now  remaining  in  the  Home,  9 

The  number  of  deaths  may  seem  large,  but  it  must  be  remembered 

that  most  of  the   cases  admitted  have  been  in  the  last  stages  of  the 

disease. 


We  have  made  only  a  brief  reference  to  this  noble  charity.  It  is 
intensly  interesting  to  watch  the  progress  of  this  good  work  from 
its  conception.  •  Some  will  regard  the  Doctor  as  a  mere  enthusiast, 
but  all  must  acknowledge  that  it  is  an  instance  of  rare  self  devotion. 
If  the  Doctor  had  professional  reputation  in  view,  he  would  not  have 
thought  of  a  house  for  the  reception  of  the  incurable.  We  must  rec- 
ognize his  labors  as  commendable  in  the  highest  degree.      Complete 
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consecration  ;  faith  working  by  love ;  sympathy  leading  to  exertion ; 
sweet,  child-like  confidence  in  the  Father  in  Heaven,  who  giveth  all 
we  are  prepared  to  receive.  We  shall  send  a  copy  of  this  report  to 
an  M.  D.,  who  says  that  "  Homoeopathy  is  a  gross  form  of  infidelity, 
and  that  all  homoeopathic  physicians  are  either  infidels  or  Sweden- 
borgians."  Seen  through  prejudiced  eyes,  he  will,  however,  probably 
see  nothing  to  admire. 

When  our  readers  go  to  Boston,  they  must  not  fail  to  visit  Dr. 
Cullis  and  his  Consumptives*  Home.  In  the  meantime  send  for  the 
report  which  we  have  noticed,  and  if  seeking  for  an  investment,  be- 
hold one  that  will  repay  a  thousand  fold  in  imperishable  riches. 
"  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  cj  the  least  of  these  my  breth- 
ren, ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 


»  ♦  < 


THE    HOMCEOPATHIC    MEDICAL    COLLEaE    OF    MISSOXIBI. 


The  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri  is  in  full  and 
successful  operation,  and  the  class  in  attendance  is  encouraging  to 
those  who  have  undertaken  the  work.  The  hospital  instruction,  a 
marked  feature  in  the  course  of  instruction,  is  regular,  and  the  stu- 
dents have  already  had  opportunity  of  witnessing  surgical  operations, 
as  well  as  the  systematic  treatment  of  disease. 

•  On  Wednesdays  the  clinic  is  held  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hos- 
pital, on  Saturday  morning  at  the  Orphan's  Home,  and  on  Saturday 
afternoon  at  the  Post  Hospital  at  Benton  Barracks.  To  these  chari- 
ties,  which  are  all  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Professors, 
the  students  are  conveyed  free  of  expense,  and  are  enabled  to  assist 
the  Professors  in  operations,  and  observe  other  minutiae  of  treatment, 
as  to  diet,  repetition  of  dose,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  different  poten- 
cies of  homoeopathic  medicines,  all  of  which  are  essential  to  the 
educated  practitioner. 

They  have  already  witnessed  the  reduction  of  dislocations,  opera- 
tions for  the  removal  of  cancer,  and  a  resection  of  the  jaw,  and  have 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  vaccinating  patients  and  observing  the  differ- 
ent appearances  presented  in  the  different  stages  of  the  process  ;  of 
using  the  stethescope  and  other  important  and  necessary  items. 
Regular  clinical  lectures  are  also  delivered  at  the  College,  the  Dis- 
pensary furnishing  the  cases,  upon  which  the  lecturer  enlarges,  while 
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abundant  material  in  the  dissecting  rooms  enables  the  student  to 
thoroughly  qualify  himself  in  this  department. 

A  gratuitous  summer  course  of  lectures  is  now  contemplated, 
regular  announcement  of  which  will  shortly  appear. 

From  what  we  know  of  the  Professors  connected  with  this  Insti- 
tution, we  should  argue  a  brilliant  future  for  the  good  cause  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 

CLEVELAND    HOMCBOPATHIC    COLLEGE. 


This  popular  institution  began  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Session,  on 
November  1st.  There  are  at  present  in  daily  attendance  a  much  larger 
number  of  students  than  ever  before.  The  Faculty  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  intelligence  and  progress  of  the  gentlemen 
composing  the  class. 

No  pains  are  spared  by  the  Professors,  all  of  whom  are  at  their 
posts  of  labor,  to  make  the  winter  session  both  pleasant  and  profitable 
to  the  students.  We  feel  assured  that  the  Cleveland  School  is 
worthy  of  its  excellent  reputation,  and  will  continue  to  hold  a  high 
place  in  the  confidence  of  the  profession. 

SOOIETIES^WHEN    AND    WHEItE    THEY     MEET.— 1866. 


The  *'  Canadian  Institute  of  KommypaZhy  '*  convenes  at  Hamilton, 
Wednesday,  May  9th,  1866. 

The  "  Western  Institute  of  HomcBopathy  "  at  Cleveland,  on 
Wednesday,  May  23,  1866. 

The  **  American  InstittUe  of  B.onuEO'pathy  "  at  Pittsburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  1866. 

The  **  Michigan  Institute  of  HomcEopathy  "  at  Detroit,  on  Tues- 
day, June  19,  1866. 

The  ''  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio^^  at  Columbus,  Tues- 
day, June  12th. 

The  "  Hbmasopathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin"  at  La  Crosse, 
Wednesday,  Nov.  21,  1866. 

The  "  Illinois  Homceopathic  Association^"  at 

The  "New  York  State HmnoBopathic  Society  *'  at  Albany,  Feb.  13. 

The  **  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Society  "  at 

The  Halmemaim  Medical  College,  Chicago, 

Enters  upon  its  senior  term  of  the  College  course  with  the  best 
prospects.  We  expect  to  present  some  interesting  particulars, 
respecting  the  prospects  of  this  excellent  institution,  in  our  next. 
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NEW    YORK    HOMQBOPATHIC    MEDICAL    GOLIiEaE. 


Gramercy  Park  House,  New  York,  Dec.  20,  1865. 

Dr.  E.  a.  Lodge.  My  Dear  Sir  : — My  time  has  been  so  com- 
pletely occupied  during  the  present  session,  that  I  have  not  been  able 
until  the  present  moment,  to  reply  to  your  note  asking  me  to  give  a 
detailed  account  of  the  present  status  of  our  College.  Even  now 
I  can  but  barely  give  a  hasty  report,  in  a  general  way. 

It  is  difficult  to  say,  at  present,  the  number  of  matriculants  we 
shall  have  by  the  end  of  the  session.  Applications  are  made  almost 
daily  for  admission,  and  many  are  asking  what  is  essential  to  obtain 
our  degree,  who  have  graduated  at  other  Colleges.  So  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  give  you  the  precise  number  we  shall  have  at  the  close  of  the 
session.  Our  present  number  of  matriculants  is  seventy-three,  and 
I  will  venture  to  say,  a  more  gentlemanly  and  intelligent  class  have 
never  been  congregated  within  the  walls  of  any  Medical  College. 

Our  class  ought  to  be  larger  than  it  is,  did  the  medical  profession 
do  their  duty  to  the  Colleges  in  their  respective  States.  The  advant- 
ages afforded  at  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  for  a 
thorough  course  of  instruction,  ought  to  commend  itself  to  every 
member  of  the  profession,  who  feel  that  our  cause  is  a  just  one,  and 
should  do  all  in  their  power  to  support  the  efforts  of  those  who  have 
undertaken  this  task  as  a  labor  of  love,  and  not  merely  for  selfish  and 
mercenary  motives.  In  doing  this,  they  will  relieve  their  students 
from  daily  insults  of  Professors  and  students  of  Allopathic  Colleges, 
to  which  homoeopathic  physicians  now  recommend  their  students 
to  attend. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  the  worst  enemies  of  the  Homoeopathic  Med- 
ical Colleges  of  our  country  are  to  be  found  in  the  walks  of  our  own 
school  ?  Strange,  that  men  who  are  countenanced  and  despised  by 
the  Professors  and  students  of  allopathic  schools,  and  whose  philoso- 
phy of  the  healing  art  they  disbelieve,  should  yet  support  that 
system  with  material  aid,  and  suffer  those  Colleges  which  teach  their 
peculiar  philosophy,  (ai  least  that  which  they  profess  to  follow)  to  be 
supported  publicly  by  a  small  number  of  those  who,  comparatively 
are  converts  to  the  law  of  **  Similia  similibtis  curantur'' 

Yours  truly,  J.  Beaklev. 

NEW    YOBX    WOMAN'S    INFIEtMABY. 

We  learn  from  the  '* Home  Journal'''  «hat  the  Annual  Mooting  of 
the  Woman's  Infirmary  Association  of  Washington  Heights  was  held 
at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  in  New  York  City,  on  the  evening  of  the 
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fifth  of  Dec.  Dr.  D.  D.  Smith  was  called  to  the  chair.  After  a  few 
openiDg  remarks,  he  introduced  Judge  Edmonds,  who  had  been 
invited  to  read  the  reports,  which  showed  that,  during  the  year,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-four  patients  had  been  treated,  of  whom  more  than 
one-third  were  free ;  no  deaths  had  occurred.  The  treasurer's  report 
showed  that  $2,600  of  the  debt  of  the  institution  had  been  paid  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  house  maintained  from  the  receipts  from 
"  paying  patients,"  donations  and  subscriptions.  The  following  man- 
agers were  elected :  Mrs:  George  W.  Hatch,  first  directress  ;  Mrs. 
<Jeorge  Y.  Gilbert,  second  directress  ;  Mrs.  T.  Pictou  Rowe,  secretary  ; 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Leake,  treasurer  ;  Mrs.  D.  W.  C.  Ward,  Mrs.  John  H. 
Macy,  Mrs.  Drake  Mills,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Haynes,  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Summer. 
Honorary  members  of  Board  of  Managers. — Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Green- 
ough,  Mrs.  Dr.  Bayard,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Blatchford,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Duckworth, 
Mrs.  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  Mrs.  R.  D.Livingston.  After  the  election 
of  officers  took  place.  Dr.  Smith  said  that  he  felt  a  peculiar  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  institution,  as  Dr.  Mitchell  had  done  him  the 
honor  to  consult  him  in  his  first  step  toward  establishing  it,  and  he 
had  been  one  of  its  earliest  managers  ;  that  the  gentlemen  being  too 
much  occupied  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  had  elected 
ladies  to  supply  their  places.  He  gave  statistics  showing  the  advant- 
age of  the  homoeopathic  over  every  other  other  practice  in  pestilences 
and  hospitals.  He  thanked  Dr.  Mitchell  for  being  the  pioneerin  this 
^ood  work,  he  having  long  feU  the  want  of  it ;  but,  being  occupied 
with  his  profession  and  the  professorship  of  a  college,  he  was  unable 
to  take  the  responsibility,  and  he  wished  and  predicted  its  continued 
and  complete  success.  Dr.  Smith  was  followed  by  Judge  Edmonds, 
who  said  that,  in  May,  1864,  an  opening  ceremony  was  held  at  the 
Infirmary,  and,  in  reading  the  treasurer's  report,  he  was  struck  with 
the  fulfillment  of  his  prophecy,  made  at  that  time,  that  the  generous 
spirit  of  New- York  would  sustain  any  charitable  work  in  which  the 
public  could  have  confidence.  The  managers  could  boast  of  an  un- 
precedented success,  that,  in  the  very  infancy  of  their  institution, 
in  the  short  space  of  one  year,  debts  amounting  to  $2,500  should 
have  been  paid,  and  the  institution  maintained  ;  and  bade  the  ladies 
be  of  good  courage,  that  the  liberal  community  of  New-York  would 

not  fail  to  support  such  a  charity,  in  such  hands.     The  meeting  then 
adjourned  sine  die. 

The  MEDICAL  STAFF  of  the  above  excellent  institution  is  thus 
arranged :  Physician  and  Surgeon,  J.  W.  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Consulting 
Physicians,  John  F.  Gray,  M.  D.,  Edward  Bayard,  M.  D.  Consulting 
Surgeons,  Alexander  Hosack,  M.  D.,  J.  A.  McVickar,  M.  D. 
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AngelL — H.  C.  Angell,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  will  be  the  Editor  of 
the  New  England  Medical  Gazette^  a  monthly  journal  of  homoeo- 
pathic medicine,  surgery  and  the  collateral  sciences.  (24  pages,  octavo, 
per  month  at  $2  per  year,  first  number  to  be  out  by  the  15th  of 
January). 

HeqipeL — Prof.  Hempel  is  still  at  Grand  Eapids,  Mich.,  pursuing 
his  literary  labors,  and  attending  to  a  large  practice. 

Johnson* — At  the  recent  fire  in  Bay  City,  Michigan,  Dr.  Norman 
Johnson  lost  the  records  of  his  practice,  which  he  had  been  accumu- 
lating for  over  two  years.  Such  a  loss  is  a  calamity  to  the  whole 
profession.  The  Doctor  is  young  and  we  hope  he  will  soon  be  able  to 
retrieve  the  disaster. 

Lowe* — We  are  pleased  to  add  the  name  of  Lewis  G.  Lowe, 
M.  D.,  to  our  list  of  contributors.  Dr.  L.,  after  graduation,  spent 
some  time  in  studying  and  investigating  homoeopathy,  partly  to  satisfy 
the  importunities  of  friends,  and  partly  to  demonstrate  its  absurdity, 
when  to  his  surprise  he  became  convinced  of  its  truth.  We  hope  to 
receive  frequent  contributions  from  his  pen. 

Lndlam* — We  have  long  felt  the  want  of  a  reliable  text  book  on 
the  Diseases  of  Women,  and  are  much  gratified  at  being  able  to 
announce  that  Prof.  Ludlam  has  already  in  an  advanced  state  of  prep- 
aration a  volume  of  Lectures  on  this  department.  As  the  Professor 
is  one  of  the  best  writers  in  our  school,  and  qualified  by  large 
experience  to  treat  of  the  maladies  of  women,  we  shall  look  for  a 
very  valuable  work. 

Merrill* — S.  A.  Merrill,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  Council  Bluflfs, 
Iowa. 

Pengelly* — B.  Pengelly,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  St.  Josephs, 
Mich.,  his  former  field  of  labor. 

Peterson* — J.  C.  Pearson,  M.  D. — We  have  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting our  readers  with  an  article  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Peterson,  now  of 
Union  Springs,  N.  Y.     Early  in  the  war  the  Doctor  left  a  prosperous 
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practice  in  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  and  offered  his  services  to  the  Union. 
Having  received  a  military  education,  he  was  appointed  to  a  position  in 
the  regular  army,  which  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  rebellion. 

Dr.  Peterson  returns  to  professional  life,  and  we  hope  often  to  have 
the  gratification  of  presenting  the  profession  articles  from  his  versatile 
pen.  As  Associate  Editor  of  the  North  American  Journal,  he  furn- 
ished several  papers  of  unusual  merit.  Our  already  able  and  indus- 
trious corps  of  contributors  will  welcome  him  as  a  co-worker  in  the 
good  cause. 


■»■♦■* 


f hituatg. 


Died,  in  Pontiac,  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  Nov.  30th,  Abel  W. 
Walker,  M.  D.,  aged  26  years. 

Doctor  Walker  was  the  son  of  A.  Walker,  M.  D.,  an  eminent  phy- 
sician of  the  same  place,  and  one  of  the  oldest  homoeopathic  practitioners 
in  the  State,  and  at  present  President  of  the  Michigan  Homoeopathic 
Institute.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  his  father's 
office  in  the  spring  of  1858,  and  the  ensuing  winter  attended  a  course  < 
of  lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  the  two  folllowing  winters  he 
attended  the  Homoeopathic  College  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  graduated 
at  the  close  of  the  session  in  1861. 

On  his  return  from  College  he  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  in  partnership  with  his  father. 

He  was  not  among  those  who  seek  to  obtain  the  honor  a  diploma 
confers,  by  fraud  and  deception,  but  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
study  for  the  full  term  of  three  years,  attending  three  full  courses  of 
lectures,  and  stood  at  the  head  of  his  class.  He  accordingly  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  practice  well  qualified,  and  rapidly  rose  to  an 
enviable  standing  in  his  profession.  He  was  quick  and  correct  in 
apprehending  the  import  of  symptoms,  and  evinced  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  therapeutics  in  his  selection  of  remedies.  His  untiring 
devotion  to  business,  together  with  his  pleasing  address  and  uniformly 
kind  and  amiable  disposition,  had  secured  him  a  reputation  as  a  phy- 
sician, seldom  attained  so  early  in  life,  and  not  often  in  maturer  years. 
The  community  in  which  he  practiced  regarded  him  as  a  young  man 
of  unusual  promise,  and  deeply  feel  his  loss.  He  had  the  respect  of 
his  professional  brethren  of  both  schools,  in  a  high  degree,  both  as  a 


AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSERVER.  103 

man  and  an  honorable  competitor.  By  his  death  his  father  has  lost 
an  active,  energetic  and  dutiful  son,  and  much  needed  professional 
aid  ;  his  wife  a  kind  and  devoted  husband ;  the  community  an  honor- 
able and  useful  citizen,  as  well  as  a  successful  and  reliable  physician  ; 
the  church  a  devoted  and  consistent  member,  and  the  profession  one 
of  its  most  promising  practitioners. 

The  providences  and  permissions  of  our  Heavenly  Father  seem 
often  mysterious  if  not  harsh  and  cruel.  Yet  we  know  that  infinite 
wisdom  reigns,  prompted  by  infinite  love.  And  the  Lord,  who  is 
vrisdom  itself,  and  love  itself,  and  unchangeably  the  same,  can  do  noth- 
ing harsh  or  cruel ;  neither  does  he  permit,  except  for  our  eternal 
good.  The  Divine  providence,  in  all  its  operations,  ever  has  respect 
to  the  etemaly  while  man  is  ever  prone  to  regard  the ^ewj9c/?a/.  Could 
we  view  his  departure  as  the  angels  see  it,  we  should  most  certainly 
be  able  to  say,  freely  and  from  the  heart,  *•  Thy  will  be  done." 

Doctor  Walker  may  truly  be  said  to  have  given  his  life  for  others ; 
for  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  profession  at  least  one  week  when 
he  ought  to  have  been  in  bed.  Had  he  given  up  sooner,  the  termina- 
tion would  most  likely  been  different.  There  w^ls  one  feature  attend- 
ing his  funeral  that  should  not  be  passed  over  in  silence.  The 
physicians,  both  homoeopathic  and  allopathic,  attended  in  a  body,  the 
latter  thus  showing  that  their  humanity  could  triumph  over  their 
prejudices,  setting  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed  by  their 
brethren,  and  entitling  them  to  the  respect  of  their  fellow  men.  As 
an  intimate  friend,  and  as  one  who  well  knew  his  worth,  the  writer, 
in  common  with  others,  can  but  deeply  mourn  his  early  death. 

"  Oh  !  why  has  worth  so  short  a  date  ?^' 

Detroit,  Dec.  10th,  1865.  E.  H.  D. 

[The  above  was  written  for  the  Dec.  No.,  but  came  too  late  for 
insertion.] 

Dufflcld* — Henry  Duffield,  M.  D.,  a  much  respected  member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  died  on  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  (aet  66)  at  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Robert  Strawbridge 
Esq,,  near  Elkview,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  He  had  been  in  close  attend- 
ance upon  his  sister,  Mrs,  Sophia  D.  Hodgson,  who  died  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  finally  fell  a  victim  to  the  same  disease.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  an  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  Sunday 
School  Superintendent.  Learned,  zealous  and  affable,  he  will  be 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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Chnrcht — Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Church,  writeR  :  "  Bonus,  Dec.  20th» 
1865.  It  becomes  necessary  that  I  write  you  of  the  death  of  my 
husband,  Dr.  R.  C.  Church.  His  disease  was  typhoid  fever.  After 
treating  a  large  number  of  cases  successfully,  he  fell  a  victim  to  it 
himself.  Although  he  had  the  best  of  medical  attendance,  after  four 
weeks  of  intense  suffering  he  left  us  for  his  eternal  home,  on  the  17th 
of  July  last." 


-»■♦■♦ 


DEFERRED    ARTICLES. 


The  March  number  will  contain — 

Impacted  Fracture  op  the  neck  of  the  Femur,  by  Lewis  G. 
Lowe,  M.  D. 

Treatment  of  Pneumonia  Notha,  by  J.  C.  Peterson,  M.  D. 

On  the  Dose,  by  E.  P.  Mosman,  M.  D. 

Popular    Fallacies    Concerning   Homoeopathy   Refuted,    by 
Joseph  Hooper,  M.  D. 

Is  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  Curable  ?  by  Dr.  Meyhoffer,  Nice. 

Triturated  Tinctures,  by  Thomas  Nichol,  M.  D. 

^SCULUS  HlPPOCASTANUM, 

Medical  Ethics,  by  L.  Barnes,  M.  D. 


Reserved  for  Future  Notice. 


Taking  cold  (the  cause  of  half  our  diseases),  its  nature,   causes, 
prevention,  cure,  etc.,  by  John  W.  Hayward,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S. 

Criminal  Abortion. — A  Lecture  by  John  C.  Sanders,  M.  D. 


•  ♦■-»- 


New  Remedies. — In  answer  to  many  enquiries  we  wish  to  say 
that  the  new  edition  of  "  New  Remedies  "  has  been  thoroughly  revised 
arid  enlarged  by  addition  of  several  medicines,  and  being  about  one- 
third  larger  than  the  old,  will  probably  take  four  months  to  print.  It 
might  be  hurried  through  sooner,  but  we  wish  to  have  it  much  more 
correct  than  the  first  edition. 


Dr.  Burt  promises  a  paper  on  "  Agaricine." 


Another  Journal, — The  Boston  Acadamy  of  Homoeopathic 
Medicine  haye  in  view  the  publication  of  a  Magazine  to  supply  their 
local  needs. 


tactitB  0f  fflBbitmi 


-—^^^ 


"IS    PHTHISIS    PULMONALIS    CXJBABLE?" 


BY    DK.    MKYHOFI  KU.    NICE. 


Under  this  head  Dr.  Casanova  delivered  a  lecture  at  the  last 
Northern  Elomoeopathic  Association  meeting  at  Huddersfield. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  the  immense  number  of  lives 
threatened  by  this  fatal  disease,  will  be  sufficient  reason  for  urging 
every  one  of  our  profession  to  contribute,  according  to  his  experience 
and  ability,  to  the  elucidation  of  so  vital  a  question. 

A  large  personal  experience  in  this  country,  whither  invalids 
laboring  under  this  scourge  of  humanity  are  crowding  from  every 
corner  of  the  globe,  may  excuse  our  taking  the  liberty  of  adding  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  subject  which  Dr.  Casanova  advocates  so  ably, 
and  with  so  much  candor. 

Some  preliminary  considerations  on  the  etiology  of  phthisis  pulmon 
alis  will  facilitate  our  object. 

The  times  when  inflammation  was  considered  the  root  of  every  evil 
are  fortunately  past,  and  we  are  fur  from  any  inclination  to  revive  their 
gory  shades.  All,  or  nearly  all  the  pathologists  of  the  present  time 
have  reduced  the  inflammatory  origin  of  tubercles  to  a  very  narrow 
limit.  The  fact  that  we  find  in  some  cases  after  pneumonia  and  pleurisy, 
tubercles  at  the  very  seat  of  inflammation,  while  in  no  other  parts  of 
the  lungs  nor  in  any  organ  similar  deposits  exist ;  further,  the  circum- 
stances that  tubercles  have  been  found  in  false  membranes,  justifies 
the  admission  of  a  relation  existing  between  inflammation  and  their 
production;  but  at  the  same  time  this  last  observation  shews  the  tuber- 
cle to  be  something  peculiar  and  diiferent  from  coagulated  lymph. 
These  tuberculous  infiltrations  are  in  the  beginning  local,  and  may  re- 
main so,  under  favorable  circumstances,  but  they  generally,  sooner  or 
later,  invade  the  whole  system. 

Medical  science  is  yet  a  stranger  as  to  thQ  primary  cause  of  the  pro- 
duction of  tubercles.  The  blood  of  tuberculpus  individuals  off'ers  no 
specific  modifier. tions  in  its  composition  :  the  dvimii\xt\0Tv  ol  ^ci^vX^^, 
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the    increse  of  fibrine,  present  nothiog  characteristic,  as  the  same 
state  of  blood  is  also  to  be  found  in  other  diseases. 

If  the  immediate  cause  of  the  formation  of  tubercles  is  unknown  to 
us,  we  can  at  least  affirm  with  positive  certainty  that  bad  nutrition  and 
weakness  of  constittUion  bring  on  a  great  disposition  to  tubercular  de- 
posits. This  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  we  so  often  observe  tubercu- 
losis in  the  lungs  of  those  who  have  suffered  in  their  childhood  from 
strumous  affections.  Nearly  the  first  question  we  address  to  a  patient 
in  whose  lungs  we  suspect  the  existence  of  tnbercleSi  is,  if  he  has  had 
any  scrofulous  disease  in  his  youth  ?  We  indicate  by  this  the  connect- 
tion  we  establish  between  the  two  diseases. 

A  few  words  upon  the  relation  of  one  of  these  maladies  to  the 
others  will  not  be  superfluous. 

By  strumous  affections  we  generally  understand  inflammation  of 
the  skin  (exanthemata  scrofulosa)  and  of  the  mucous  membrane  (oph- 
thalmia scrof.  otorrhoea),  hypertrophy  and  inflammation  of  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  &c.,  when  they  recur  frequently,  without  being  provoked 
by  external  injury,  and  evince  at  the  same  time  obstinate  resistance  to 
treatment. 

Children  who  have  never  suffered  under  any  of  these  complaints, 
but  are  thin  and  weak,  with  a  delicate  transparent  skin,  through  which 
the  veins  may  be  traced,  long  and  slender  bones  with  small  and  flabby 
muscles,  large  stomach — in  short,  evincing  signs  of  a  deficient  nutrition, 
the  public  and  the  physician  pronounce  them  at  once  to  be  scrofulous. 
These  children  while  young  manifest  a  great  liability  to  hydrocephalus 
and  croup  ;  when  older,  unless  their  constitutions  become  stronger,  fall 
an  easy  prey  to  consumption. 

Tubercles  are  therefore  not  the  consequence  of  scrofula ;  no,  but 
the  cause  which  produced,  in  infancy,  meningitis  tuberculosa,  tabes 
mesenterica,  swelling  and  suppuration  of  the  glands,  caries  and  nec- 
rosis of  the  bones  ;  in  later  years  produces  deposits  of  weak  organic 
power,  (only  destined  to  be  reduced  into  molecular  detritus,)  weak- 
ness and  deficient  nutrition. 

In  some  individuals,  at  the  age  of  puberty  the  respiratory  muscles 
of  the  neck  are  observed  to  be  atrophic,  and  unable  to  support  the 
chest,  which,  sinking  away  from  it  makes  the  neck  appear  too  long; 
the  intercostal  muscles  being  weak  and  thin,  the  space  between  the  up- 
per ribs  is  consequently  wide,  and  thus  the  chest  becomes  long  and 
flat.  This  form  of  thorax  is  usually  considered  as  belonging  to  candi- 
dates for  phthisis  pulmonalis,  but  it  is  very  far  from  being  always  the 
oaae. 
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Another  category  of  the  same  type  presents  a  characteristic  feature 
^hich  is  frequently  mistaken  as  a  sign  of  confirmed  tyberculosis  of 
the  lungs. 

It  consists  of  young  persons  from  fifteen  to  twenty  years  old,  who 
fbr  the  most  part  have  been  subject  in  their  childhood  to  frequent  bleed- 
ings at  the  nose,  which  subside  as  they  advance  in  age,  but  only  to 
give  place  to  symptoms  of  a  more  alarming  nature,  viz.:  spitting  of 
blood,  and  even  haemorrhage.  If  we  investigate  these  cases,  we  find 
in  most  of  them  the  patients  to  have  been  orphans  very  young,  having 
lost  one  or  both  parents' from  phthisis,  or  other  constitutional  disease; 
others  have  been  the  ofi^spring  of  aged  parents,  or  have  suffered  in 
their  childhood  from  rachitis,  or  strumous  affections.  A  rapid  increase 
in  height,  without  corresponding  lateral  development;  general  weak- 
ness, indicated  by  fatigue  after  moderate  exertion;  a  feeble  but  excit- 
able pulse ;  blushing  without  any  apparent  motive ;  spitting  of  bloodi 
And  often  haemorrhage,  are  the  forebodings  of  coming  evil,  and  still  the 
most  minute  examination  will  detect  no  infiltration  in  the  lungs. 

In  these  cases  we  are  obliged  to  admit  an  anomalous  structure  of 
the  bronchial  capillaries,  as  no  heemorrhage  can  take  place  without  rup- 
ture. 

When  after  long  and  exhausting  illnesses,  or  impoverishment  of  the 
blood  from  long  suppuration,  in  chlorosis  and  scurvy  abundant  haemor- 
rhages occur,  we  may  explain  it  by  a  deficient  nutrition  of  the  capil- 
laries resulting  from  a  vicious  nutrition  of  the  whole  system  ;  but  we 
cannot  go  so  far  as  to  say,  in  the  cases  under  consideration,  that  bad 
nutrition  of  the  capillaries  in  consequence  of  exhaustion  of  the  organ- 
ism through  rapid  growth,  was  the  cause  of  the  haemorrhage.  This  hy- 
pothesis would  not  explain  why  in  early  youth  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nose,  and  later,  that  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  yields  to  rupture, 
while  neither  in  the  brain  nor  in  any  other  organ  does  haemorrhage 
occur.  We  can  only  estabish  the  fact  that  the  bronchial  capillaries  in 
these  invalids  shows  a  great  tendency  to  rupture,  and  that  at  a  later 
period  tubercular  deposits  in  tho  lungs  are  always  the  fatal  conse- 
quence. 

In  the  post-mortem  examination  of  those  who  have  died  of  haemorj 
rhage  and  not  of  consumption,  we  are  often  surprised  to  find  a  total 
absence  of  tubercles.  The  bronchial  tubes  are  filled  with  coagulated 
or  liquid  blood.  In  some  cases  the  mucous  membrane  is  of  a  dark  red 
color,  swollen,  softened,  and  bleeding  on  a  slight  pressure  ;  in  others 
it  appears  bloodless  and  without  color,  no  trace  of  ulceration  or  any 
rupture  explaining  the  haemorrhage.     The  lungs  are  slame^L^TiSL'^^tXX.'^ 
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filled  with  blood,  the  accumulation  of  which  in  the  bronchii  prevents 
the  air  from  escaping,  in  that  the  corresponding  parts  of  the  lung  da 
not  collapse  after  the  opening  of  the  chest.  A  high  degree  of  anaemia 
in  all  the  organs  is  invariably  observed. 

We  have  already  made  allusion  to  hereditary  influence  on  the  pro- 
duction of  tubercles.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  children  of  tubercu- 
lous parents  manifest  a  great  disposition  to  strumous  or  tuberculous 
affections  ;  but  it  would  be  an  error  to  believe  that  these  children  in-^ 
herit  the  tuberculous  disease  itself;  it  is  rather  a  weakness  of  consti- 
tution which  disposes  them  to  this  malady.       . 

Children  whose  parents  have  ruined  their  constitutions  by  excesses, 
syphilis,  drinking,  &c.,  or  were  too  advanced  in  age  at  the  time  of 
generation,  evince  a  similar  tendency  to  tuberculosis,  which  nevertheless 
cannot  be  termed  an  hereditary  disease.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
children  of  tuberculous  parents  have  proved  strong  and  healthy,  or 
become  so  by  judicious  nursing. 

Next  to  hereditary  weakness  of  constitution,  an  insufficient  diet, 
either  as  to  quantity  or  nutritive  properties,  is  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quent causes  of  this  disease,  and  begins  even  in  the  cradle,  particularly 
when  the  mother  has  not  sufficient  milk,  or  when,  from  other  reasons, 
the-^babe  is  to  be  brought  up  artificially;  thence  the  same  weakness  of 
constitution  ensues  so  very  often,  from  disproportionate  nourishment 
to  the  age  and  digestive  powers  of  the  child,  who  nevertheless  brought 
no  hereditary  taint  into  the  world.  This  explains  also  why  strumous 
and  tubercular  affections  are  more  frequent  among  the  poor  than 
among  the  rich—  the  former  subsisting  generally  on  a  scanty  vegeta- 
ble diet,  and  why  the  prcvalency  of  tuberculosis  increases  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  the  poor. 

Another  interesting  fact,  corroborating  the  preceding  statement, 
is,  that  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  stomach,  particular!}-  ulcers,  which 
prevents  the  assimilation  of  the  food,  tubercular  deposits  ensue. 
Dittrich  remarks,  also,  that  tuberculous  infiltrations  in  the  lungs  are 
constantly  observed  in  those  cases  where  stricture  of  the  oesophagus^ 
or  abstinence  from  food  in  madness,  cause  want  of  nutrition. 

We  further  observe  the  development  of  tubercles,  in  otherwise 
strong  and  healthy  constitutions,  by  disease  s  which  are  characterised 
by  a  loss  of  substance  necessary  to  the  nutrition  of  the  system. 
Thus,  diabetes  mellitus  in  adults  has,  as  a  constant  sequal,  tubercular 
deposits  in  the  lungs.  Prout  and  Rayer  as  well  as  the  German  pathol 
ogists,  have  remarked  that  all  patients  who  sank  under  the  marasmus 
consequent  on  diabetes,  were  affected  with  tubercular  infiltration  in  th 
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Tespiratory  organs.     According  to  the  same  writers,  tubercles  always 
appear  in  cases  of  glycosuria  where  the  elimination  of  glycose  takes 
place  in  considerable  proportion  and  during  some  time. 

A  similar  result  has  been  observed  (Bouchardat)  in  cows  which,  by 
a  particular  treatment,  have  been  trained  to  yield  an  enormous  quantity 
of  milk.  These  cows,  after  some  time,  are  continually  hungry  and 
thirsty,  and  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  food  they  take,  grow 
thin  and  weak,  and  are  often  carried  off  by  sudden  pneumonia.  But 
generally  they  are  killed  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  fall  away,  and  even 
then,  with  very  few  exceptions,  tuberculous  infiltrations  in  the  lungs 
are  regularly  observed. 

We  shall  only  mention,  on  this  point,  the  frequency  of  tuberculosis 
in  women  who  are  nursing  too  many  children,  or  too  long  a  time  for 
their  constitution. 

Among  other  causes  disposing  to  tuberculosis,  are  to  be  named 
chlorosis,  tertiary  syphilis,  acute  exhausting  diseases,  and  affections 
of  the  skin  (scarlatina,  measles),  pleurisy  with  profuse  effusion,  bad 
habits,  (onanism,  &c.,)  continual  depression  of  spirits,  and  grief. 

Next,  perhaps,  in  degree  of  influence  to  the  preceding  causes  is 
cold.  English  physicians  have  clearly  proved  that  the  black  troops 
transported  from  a  hot  climate  to  a  cold  one,  fall  victims  to  phthisis 
in  much  larger  proportion  than  northern  troops  placed  in  the  same  con- 
ditions. The  statistics  of  mortality  among  the  black  and  European 
troops  stationed  in  moderate  or  cold  climates  admit  of  no  doubt  in  this 
respect.  The  same  observation  is  made  in  the  Zoological  Gardens, 
where  animals  coming  from  the  south  are  generally  carried  off  by 
tubercles  in  the  lungs.  Under  a  steady  continuance  of  cold,  the  power 
of  reaction  at  length  becomes  exhausted,  so  that  a  condition  of  debility 
ensues ;  and  experience  has  shewn  that  the  debility  thus  induced  often 
assumes  the  character  of  the  tuberculous  diathesis.  Hence,  chiefly, 
the  greater  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  cold  than  in  warm  climates. 

As  exciting  causes  may  be  mentioned  all  those  which  exercise  a 
directly  irritating  influence  on  the  respiratory  organs.  Thus  cold,  as 
by  its  continued  action  it  is  a  powerful  cause  of  the  diathesis,  so  also 
by  its  intermittent  action  is  it  a  no  less  powerfully  exciting  cause  of 
the  local  affection.  It  operates  chiefly  by  producing  catarrh,  pneumo- 
nia, and  pleurisy,so  often  the  incipient  stages  of  the  tuberculous  de- 
position. In  this  category  may  also  be  ranged  the  different  occupations, 
predisposing  to  consumption,  which  expose  the  individual  to  the 
inhalation  of  acrid  or  irritating  particles  of  matter  such  as  stone 
H5utting,  dry  grinding,  feather  dressing,  &c. 


110         AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIC  OBSERVER. 

As  to  the  phthisis  of  the  clergy,  singers,  and  all  those  who  have 
often  spoken  in  public,  we  think  that  the  predisposition  to  it  was  in 
most  cases  already  existing,  and  the  fault  was  the  having  chosen  a 
profession  for  which  the  system  was  not  qualified. 

Females  are  more  subject  to  phthisis  than  men.  They  live,  gene- 
rally, under  less  favorable  conditions.  The  salary  for  many  of  their 
occupations  is  insufficient,  even  for  the  most  necessary  nourishment;, 
further,  their  organization  is  more  delicate,  and  exposes  them  in  a 
higher  degree  to  diseases  of  relaxation  and  debility.  The  sedentary 
habits  of  women,  as  well  as  a  keener  sensibility,  and  probably  greater 
exposure  to  the  various  depressing  emotions,  may  equally  account  for 
the  frequency  of  chlorosis  as  that  of  consumption. 

In    examining  the  several  causes  favourable    to  the  production  of 
phthisis  pulmonary,  we  think   that  they  may  be  resumed  under  three 
heads : — 

1°  Hereditary  weakness  of  constitution. 

2°  Deficient  nutrition. 

3°  Irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

There  is  perhaps  no  physician,  conversant  with  the  physical 
examination  of  the  chest,  and  of  any  experience  in  pulmonary  diseases, 
who  has  not  met  with  some  cases  where  auscultation  and  percussion 
discovered  unmistakeably  the  existence  of  ulceration  in  the  lungs, 
which  some  months  afterwards  could  not  be  detected.  The  places 
where  cavernous  breathing  and  vocal  resonance,  or  metallic  tinkling 
had  been  heard,  are,  at  this  later  period,  characterised  by  the  absence 
of  vesicular  respiratory  murmur,  more  or  less  distinct  bronchial  breath- 
ing, without  any  moist  rales  ;  dullness  on  percussion,  and  depression 
of  the  corresponding  part  of  the  chest.  At  the  same  time  the  patient 
has  gained  flesh  and  strength  ;  his  cough  has  disappeared;  in  a  word, 
the  ulceration  has  been  cicatrized.  The  fact  that  such  does  occur  is 
corroborated  by  numerous  anatomical  observations,  demonstrating  that 
the  tubercular  deposits  in  the  lungs  have  been  transformed  into  a. 
cretaceous  mass,  consisting  chiefly  of  phosphate  of  lime,  enclosed  in 
a  fibrous  tissue,  and  so  are  isolated  from  the  normal  parts  of  the  lung, 
and  the  cavites,  if  not  too  large,  become  reduced  to  mere  scars,  by  the- 
gradual  contraction  and  final  adhesion  of  their  walls. 

These  facts  are  a  plain  answer  to  our  question  ;  but  we  must  further 
enquire  under  what  condition,  and  by  what  means,  so  favorable  a  result- 
can  be  obtained. 

The  question  whether  the  disease  is  hereditary  or  acquired  ;  the: 
extent  of  the  tuberculous  infiltration  in  the  lungs,  or  of  similar  depoa 
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its  in  other  organs ;  the  stage  of  the  disease,  and  the  conditions  in 
which  the  patients  live — even  their  temperament  and  moral  dispositions 
— all  influence  the  prognosis. 

Speaking  generally,  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  no  longer  the  dread 
disease,  whose  name  alone  was  equivalent  to  the  doom  of  death. 
Since  the  causes  of  tuberculosis  have  been  studied  more  carefully, 
the  treatment  has  been  more  successful,  and  in  direct  proportion  has 
the  prognosis  lost  its  gloom.  There  is  no  malady  in  which  the  prolon- 
gation of  life  and  restoration  to  health  depend  so  much  on  external 
circumstances,  on  judicious  nursing  and  treatment.  A  great  number 
of  patients  may  be  saved,  who  formerly,  or  even  at  the  present  time, 
have  been  and  are  hastened  to  their  graves  by  the  derivative  or  anti- 
phlogistic method. 

The  cases  enabling  us  to  give  the  most  favorable  prognosis,  ar 
those  where  the  local  affection  is  of  slow  growth,  the  pulse  not  sensibly 
altered,  the  digestion  unimpaired ;  here  even  ulceration,  if  not  too 
considerable,  will  not  prove  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  recovery. 

A  constantly  frequent  pulse  and  unremitting  high  fever  are  symp- 
toms which,  with  rare  exceptions,  justify  the  worst  apprehensions. 
This  is  the  reason  why,  generally,  young  patients  succumb,  relatively, 
in  so  short  a  time.  Extensive  ulcerations,  infiltrations  in  both  lungs, 
complications  of  tubercular  deposits  in  other  organs,  indicate  a  certain 
and  prematurely  fatal  end. 

The  treatment  must  bo  adapted  to  the  indicatio  causalisj  i.  e.,  the 
nutrition  7nust  be  improved  to  tlie  utmost^  and  every  exciting  or  irrita- 
ting influence  on  the  lungs  carefully  avoided. 

The  child  of  a  tuberculous  mother,  or  of  one  aflected  by  any  con- 
stitutional or  other  disease,  or  with  general  debility,  should  be 
provided  with  a  healthy  nurse.  After  weaning,  milk  and  broth,  or 
beef-tea,  is — to  the  exclusion  of  all  other — the  nourishment  to  be 
given  to  such  a  child,  till  after  the  first  period  of  dentition,  and  from 
thence  forward  roast  meat  should  be  added.  Yet  it  is  often  difficult, 
and  in  many  cases  nearly  impossible,  to  find  a  good  nurse.  We  have 
often  been  obliged  to  bring  infants  up  on  cows'  milk,  and  we  confess 
that  we  prefer  by  far  this  artificial  means,  to  a  nurse  who  does  not 
possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  provided  cleanliness  and  rigorous 
exactitude  accompany  its  administration.  We  need  not  mention,  that 
at  first  the  milk  niust  be  diluted  with  water  and  sweetened.  For  the 
first  month  milk  alone  is  to  be  given,  then  broth,  till  meat  can  be 
allowed. 

This  is  the  diet  necessary  to  be  observed  during  childhood,  when 
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strumous  affections,  or  evon  only  scrofulous  diathesis  exists.  An 
anti-scrofulous  diet  consists  in  the  avoidance  of  food  rich  in  fecula  and 
vegetable  cellular  tissue,  and  poor  in  azote.  Meat,  eggs  and  milk  are 
the  substances  to  build  up  an  organism  able  to  resist  and  vanquish 
this  hereditary  taint  or  delicacy  of  constitution.  We  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  child  is  not  to  eat  any  bread.  Determine  the  quantity  of 
milk  it  is  to  have,  and  afterwards  give  a  biscuit  or  piece  of  stale  bread ; 
in  this  way  the  one  or  the  other  arc  richly  mixed  with  the  saliva,  the 
fecula  is  immediately  transformed  into  sugar,  and  therefore  more  easily 
assimilated  than  in  the  form  of  pap  or  soup  ;  and  further,  the  child  is 
inclined  to  drink  more  milk  if  it  eat  its  biscuit  dry.  The  same  diet 
is  to  be  observed  in  acquired  scrofula. 

It  is  further  of  the  greatest  importance  not  to  send  delicate  chil- 
dren, or  those  with  a  scrofulous  tendency,  too  young  to  school,  or  to 
let  them  follow  studies  which  induce  hard  intellectual  labor.  Direct 
the  education  first  of  all  to  physical  development,  by  gymnastics  and 
horse  exercise  ;  the  studies,  to  agriculture,  the  navy,  or  any  profession 
which  requires  muscular  exercise.  Children  whose  parents  jire  too 
poor  to  afford  meat  every  day,  may  be  fed  with  lentils,  peas  and  beans  ; 
these  vegetables,  being  rich  in  albumen  and  phosphates,  come  next  to 
meat  in  nutritive  value.  They  should  not  be  sent  to  factories,  or  be 
apprenticed  to  tailors  and  shoemakers ;  let  them  be  made  joiners, 
coopers,  or,  better  still,  butchers  or  farmers. 

Youth  of  both  sexes,  and  adults,  evincing  the  signs  of  deficient 
nutrition,  by  pallor  of  the  skin  and  the  mucous  membranes,  and 
tendency  to  bleeding  at  the  nose,  will  derive  great  benefit  from  a 
summer  residence  in  the  mountains,  at  from  3000  to  6000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea ;  or  a  visit  to  the  mineral  waters  of  Pyrmont, 
Driburg,  Schwalbach  in  Germany,  or  St.  Mariz  in  Switzerland, — the 
latter  place  being  preferable,  on  account  of  its  high  situation  in  the 
Alps,  in  lymphatic  constitutions,  with  sluggishness  of  the  vegetative 
and  animal  functions.  The  chalybeate  waters  named  are  rich  in 
carbonic  acid,  and  are  therefore  assimilated  without  causing  any 
trouble  to  the  digestive  organs.  It  is  not  necessary — nay,  it  is  often 
injurious — to  take  large  quantities  ;  one  wineglassful  daily  often  pro- 
duces, in  a  short  time,  the  best  effect;  the  appetite  increases,  the 
symptoms  of  anaemia  disappear,  the  bleedings  at  the  nose  cease,  and 
the  muscular  system  shows  more  energy. 

It  need  hardly  be  observed,  that  in  lieu  of  those  trades  or  employ- 
ments which  exercise  a  directly  irritating  influence  on  the  lungs, 
others,  less  injurious  to  the  respiratory  organs,  must  be  followed. 
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In  incipient  tuberculosis  pulmonalis,  particular  care  is  required 
to  prevent  hjperaemia  of  the  lungs,  to  which,  in  these  cases,  there 
exists  so  great  a  tendency.  Every  excitant,  such  as  tea,  coffee,  and 
alcoholic  liquors,  must  be  avoided  ;  singing  (which  in  other  cases  is 
even  useful)  dancing,  riding  on  horseback,  or  any  other  violent  exer- 
cise, are  not  to  be  allowed ;  while,  on  the  olher  hand,  regular  and 
moderate  muscular  action,  according  to  Ling's  or  Scheffer's  gymnastic 
system,  is  of  great  utility, — both  are  well  adapted  in  their  different 
proceedings  to  re-establish  normal  circulation.  Individuals  inclined 
to  palpitations  of  the  heart,  congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  spitting  of 
blood,  with  a  harsh  respiratory  niumur  at  the  apices  of  the  lungs, 
ought  to  be  put  at  once  upon  a  milk  diet.  In  Germany  the  use  of 
whey  is  much  resorted  to  in  these  cases,  and  numerous  large  estab- 
lishments have  been  formed  for  this  particular  kind  of  treatment. 
This  serum  lactis,  whose  nutritive  elements  consist  chiefly  in  casein, 
different  salts,  sugar,  and  traces  of  butter,  has  a  slight  aperient 
effect  on  the  bowels,  and  a  decidedly  sedative  influence  on  the  respi- 
ratory organs.  Combined  with  milk  diet,  it  will  frequently  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  disease. 

Those  cases  where  frequent  bronchial  catarrhs  indicate  the  incipient 
stage  of  tuberculosis  demand  a  special  attention.  The  patients  must 
be  gradually  accustomed  to  the  changes  of  atmosphere  and  tempera- 
tare  ;  cold  ablutions,  the  wet  sheet,  lake  or  river  bath  will  answer 
this  purpose.  If,  notwithstanding  these  prophylactic  measures,  the 
catarrh  becomes  more  obstinate,  the  mineral  waters  of  Ems,  Obersalz- 
brunn,  Reinerz  and  Soden  must  be  resorted  to;  no  medicine  will  in 
80  short  a  time  afford  so  much  real  benefit  Highly  beneficial  as  these 
waters  are  in  the  early  stage,  they  will  be  found  equally  injurious  at 
the  more  advanced  periods  of  the  disease. 

hidicatio  morbi. — All   remedies   recommended    as  specifics  have 
proved  failures,  having  all  been  based  upon  false  theories;  any  advan- 
tage that  has  accrued  from  them  has   arisen   from   their  influence  on 
nutrition  or  from  their  having  diminished  the  hyperaemia  of  the  lungs, 
T&ther  than  from  their  bearing  any   relation   to  the  indicaiio  causalis. 
To  this  category  belongs  7nilk  diet.     The  patients    take  the  milk 
fresh  from  the   cow  at   regular  intervals,  and   in  a  quantity  they  can 
easily  digest.     The  milk  from  cows  grazing  on  mountains  or  in  mead- 
ows is  to   be  preferred   to  that   of  stall-fed   cattle.     Beside  milk,  no 
other  nourishment  should  be  permitted  than  roast  meat,  rather  undcr- 
tione,  stale  bread,  beef  tea  or  broth,  cream,  and  cheese. 

Milk  is  not  easy  of  digestion   to   many  persons  ;  the  reason  of  it 
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with  some  is,  atony  of  the  stomach  from  general  debility  ;  with  others, 
the  use  of  spices,  which  destroy  the  sensibility  of  the  gastric  nerves. 
Milk  excites  therefore  no  longer  sufficient  reaction  of  the  stomach; 
the  result  is,  inadequate  secretion  of  the  gastric  juices  and  indiges- 
tion. Where  this  is  the  case,  the  addition  of  a  teaspoonful  of  Jamaica 
rum,  or  good  old  brandy,  to  a  tumbler  of  milk,  will  serve  to  stimulate 
the  gastric  functions  ;  instead  of  brandy,  common  salt  will  often  have 
the  same  effect.  The  quantity  of  milk  for  daily  consumption  is  from 
one  and  a  half  to  two  quarts. 

Milk  diet  will  particularly  suit  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  with 
a  frequent  pulse,  palpitations  of  the  heart,  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
and  tendency  to  haemorrhage,  and  such  as  have  overgrown  theit 
strength.  This  diet  must  be  continued  till  the  general  nutrition  is 
greatly  improved  and  the  circulation  has  returned  to  a  normal  state^ 

Next  to  milk — with  many  physicians,  indeed,  before  it — comes 
cod-liver  oil,  whose  efficacy  has  in  it,  in  the  opinion  of  a  great  number, 
something  specific  ;  due,  according  to  them,  to  the  presence  of  iodine. 
Though  we  do  not  consider  this  substance  in  the  same  light,  we  cannot 
deny  to  it  a  special  influence  in  strumous  affections;  thus  in  lupus 
scrofulosus  we  have  had  several  times  occasion  to  observe  its  rapidly 
favorable  influence,  causing  the  disappearance  of  this  unsightly  exan- 
them  from  the  face,  after  every  other  remedy  had  utterly  failed. 
Others,  who  consider  phthisis  pulmonalis  to  be  the  result  of  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  animal  caloric,  produced  by  a  supply  of  carbonaceous  food, 
inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  organism,  behold  in  cod-liver  oil 
nothing  else  than  an  agent,  like  any  other  oil  or  fat,  which,  binding 
the  oxygen,  furnishes  the  animal  machinery  with  fuel,  only  destined 
to  produce  by  its  combustion  the  necessary  amount  of  physiological 
heat,  and  thus  to  arrest  the  disease.*  Here,  again,  is  a  great  deal  of 
error  mixed  with  some  truth.  The  fact  is,  that  carbonaceous  substan- 
ces have    a  greater  affinity   for   oxygen   than  nitrogenous  ones ;  the 

*  These  views  are  the  consequence  of  Liebic's  theory  of  nutrition,  occording  to  which  the 
nitrogenous  alimentary  substances  are  exclusively  destined  to  the  formation  of  the  various  tissues 
composing  the  ajaimal  organism ,  while  carbonaceous  food  is  only  devoted  to  combustion,  tciking 
no  organic  form  in  the  animal  economy,  [Liebig's  Chemische  Brief e,  p.  80.]  and  posseseinK  no 
vital  properties.— [Ibid.,  p.  81.]  ••  Nature  has  destined  carbonaceous  food  to  maintain  the  caloric 
source  in  the  organism  of  animak,  therefore  all  nutritive  substances  are  most  wisely  mixed  to 
this  end."-[Ibid.,  p.  484.] 

This  theory  is  exclusive,  and  not  one  of  the  assertions  is  correct.  There  is  not  one  of  our 
organs  whose  existence  is  not  due  to  the  presence  of  oxygen  ;  our  cerebral  functions  would  be 
immediately  suspended  as  soon  as  the  supply  of  oxygen  should  cease.  Our  muscles,  bones,  liga- 
ments, nerves,  &c.,  are  formed  and  exist  by  slow  but  uninterrupted  combustion.  On  the  other 
hand,  fat  takes  no  incon/?iderable  organic  part  in  the  animal  physiology  ;  our  noblest  organ,  the 
brain,  would  be  deprived  of  its  action  without  a  large  proportion  of  organized  fat  in  its  construc- 
tion. Even  Liebig  is  obliged  to  recognize  "  that  fat  contributes  to  the  formation  of  cells ;"  but 
he  should  have  been  more  consistent,  and  not  having  deprived  this  substance  of  its  important 
organic  share  iu  chemical  physiology,  for  both  the  nitrogenous  and  carbonaceous  nutritiTe 
elements  unite  in  the  formation  of  our  org;ins,  and  maintain  them  in  a  normal  physiological 
condition. 
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combustion  of  the  former  is  therefore  quicker,  while  in  the  same 
proportion  that  of  the  latter  is  slower.  It  is  doubtless  of  no  small 
importance,  in  phthisis,  to  preserve  the  albuminous  tissues  from  too 
rapid  consumption.*  It  is  evidently  owing  to  this  chemical  property 
that  the  fat  of  dogs  has  enjoyed,  since  olden  times,  so  highly  popular 
a  reputation  in  Germany,  as  a  panacea  against  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  may  be  on  this  question^ 
the  practical  result  is  that  cod-liver  oil  is  an  important  agent  in  the 
treatment  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  whether  regarded  from  a  physiolog- 
ical point  of  view  or  from  observations  made  ex  usu  in  maibis.  It 
produces  its  best  effects  on  lymphatic,  strumous  individuals  ;  these 
require  at  the  same  time  a  rich  nitrogenous  diet ;  but  it  is  also  well 
adapted  for  those  patients  for  whom  we  have  indicated  the  milk  diet, 
with  which  it  can  easily  be  combined.  The  use  of  this  oil  demands 
that  the  digestive  functions  be  in  good  order.  Under  this  condition, 
the  cases  will  be  very  few  where  it  causes  any  inconvenience  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  generally  increases  the  appetite,  the  appearance  of  the 
patient  improves,  the  cheek  bones  lose  their  prominency,  the  skin 
looks  healthier,  and  muscular  action  is  more  vigorous.  It  is  advisable 
not  to  continue  its  use  too  long  without  interruption. 

Cod-liver  oil,  independently  of  its  therapeutic  effects,  is  most 
necessary  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  in  cold  climates,  to  compensate 
for  the  great  expenditure  of  caloric  ;  in  the  south,  it  is  only  during 
the  winter  that  it  will  be  desirable,  as  when  the  temperature  is 
higher  it  usually  causes  gastric  disorder.  Those  with  whom  the  oil 
disagrees  may,  instead  of  it,  lake  butter,  cream,  bacon,  olive  oil,  &c.^ 
more  freely. 

As  repeated  bronchial  catarrhs  and  congestion  of  the  lungs  are 
not  seldom  the  cause  of  tubercular  deposits,  so  may  they  also  hasten 
the  transition  to  phthisis,  when  the  former  already  exists.  To  pre- 
vent these  catarrhs,  and  to  place  the  patient  under  conditions  where 
he  is  less  exposed  to  contract  them,  the  change  to  a  warmer  climate 
has  been  long  since  recommended.  A  mild  temperature,  the  possi- 
bility of  enjoying  fresh  air  several  hours  daily  during  the  whole 
winter,  must  certainly  contribute  to  soothe  the  irritation  of  the 
bronchial  tubes  and  improve  nutriii<  n. 

Various  southern  places  have  been  by  turns  commended  and  dis 
paraged  as  winter  residences.  This  difference  of  opinion  is  chiefly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  acquaiutnnce  with  the  peculiar'tics  of 

*  This  is  proved  by  Bischoff 'h  '^xporiraents,  as  he  found  in  the  urine  of  a  dog,  ^vllioh  was  fed 
1th  meat  without  fat,  more  urea  liian  iu  tixat  of  another,  to  which  he  gave  the  same  quantity  of 
i&eat  with  fot. 
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the  different  hibernal  stations,  and  too  often  to  the  circumstance  that 
the  patients  are  sent  away  from  their  home  at  too  late  a  stage  of  the 
disease.  We  cannot  here  insist  too  strongly  that  a  small,  constantly 
frequent  pulse,  and  the  presence  of  tubercular  deposits  in  thebowelSi 
are  indications  against  any  change  of  place,  whatever  the  condition 
of  the  lungs.  It  is  a  cruelty  to  send  such  invalids  on  a  long,  weari- 
some journey,  to  find  in  a  foreign  country  a  stranger's  grave. 

Patients  with  a  strumous  constitution,  slowly  progressing  disease 
in  the  lungs,  languid  pulse,  torpor  and  want  of  activity  in  the  system, 
— elderly  persons  with  acquired  tuberculosis  from  overwork,  or  in 
consequence  of  typhus,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  chronic  bronchitis,  gas- 
tritis, &c.,  will  derive  great  advantage  from  the  climates  of  the 
following  stations  on  the  Mediterranean  :  Cannes,  Nice,  Mentone  and 
St.  Renio.  There  is  no  essential  difference  between  these  places ; 
their  climate  is  dry,  exciting,  and  stimulates  the  vegetative  and 
animal  functions  ;  the  contractions  of  the  heart  become  more  active 
the  blood  circulates  more  freely,  the  appetite  increases,  the  sluggish- 
ness of  the  bowels  gives  place  to  a  regular  action,  and  the  muscular 
energy  gains  gradually  in  endurance ;  cough  and  expectoration,  after 
having  often  been  increased  in  the  beginning,  diminish  without  med« 
ical  aid.  But  in  either  place,  the  choice  of  a  residence  is  most 
important,  as  the  difference  of  aspect  and  situation  in  the  .same 
locality  is  often  almost  incredible  to  persons  unacquainted  with  them. 
No  physician,  of  any  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  topography  of 
these  stations,  will  advise  patients  with  a  delicate  chest  to  live  near 
the  sea,  this  position  being  too  much  exposed  to  the  winds.  Cough, 
even  spitting  of  blood,  and  sleeplessness,  are  often  the  consequences 
of  consulting  taste  and  convenience  rather  than  health,  in  the  choice 
of  a  residence. 

Hyeres  will  suit  such  of  the  above  invalids  as  are  of  an  excitable 
nervous  temperament,  the  air  there  being  softer  and  more  moist. 

We  need  not  here  say  that  a  great  mobility  in  the  circulation,  a 
frequent  pulse,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  tendency  to  congestion  of 
the  lungs  and  haemoptysis,  and  an  excitable  nervous  system,  forbid  a 
residence  in  such  climates  ;  these  require,  on  the  contrary,  a  moist, 
sedative  atmosphere,  like  that  of  Madeira,  Teneriffe,  Corsica,  Pisa, 
Pau,  Venice,  and  some  parts  of  Algiers. 

In  the  course  of  a  long  residence  in  one  of  these  places,  the  con 
Btitution  frequently  undergoes  such  a  transformation,  and  the  local 
affection   is  so  modified,  that  a  change   to  a  more  dry  and  bracing 
•climate,  or  vice  versa,  becomes  necessary. 
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Some  countries  offer  by  their  topographical  situations,  several 
climates  within  the  reach  of  a  few  hours*  drive.  Thus,  the  moun- 
tains of  Madeira,  Teneriffe,  Corsica,  Nice  and  Mentone  are  convenient 
summer  residences  for  those  who  pass  the  winter  there.  The  habit 
of  spending  the  winter  in  the  South  and  the  summer  in  the  North, 
is  often  paid  for  with  life  :  it  is  only  by  accommodating  the  organism 
gradually  to  more  bracing  air,  and  after  the  disease  in  the  langs  is 
reduced  to  its  most  favorable  condition,  that  the  return  to  cold,  fogs 
and  damp  can  be  thought  of. 

Let  us  now  consider  how  far  the  antagonism  between  phthisis  and 
malaria,  which  Dr.  Casanova  so  strongly  maintains  is  correct.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  moist  atmosphere  in  marshy  districts  has  a  seda- 
tive influence  on  consumptive  subjects  ;  wo  agree  further,  that  in 
swampy  effluvium  there  may  be  some  peculiarity  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  counteracts  the  poisonous  effect — which  is  believed  by  some 
to-be  the  result  (?) — of  the  introduction  of  tuberculous  molecules  into 
the  circulation,  and  producing  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  intermit- 
tent fever  ;  but  we  are  very  far  from  considering  the  antagonism  of 
these  diseases  to  be  proved.  Bang  (1789),  Harrison  (1802),  Wells 
(1812),  were  the  first  to  propagate  this  opinion  in  England.  Among 
modern  writers,  Boudin  is  one  of  its  most  ardent  supporters,  and 
tries  to  substantiate  his  advances  by  statistical  facts.  His  writings 
have  given  rise  to  lively  discussions,  which  proved  inter  alia,  that  in 
many  localities  where  malaria  prevails,  phthisis  pulmonalis  is,  not 
seldom,  met  with.  Such  was  shown  to  be  the  case  in  Holland 
(Guislain,  Gonzee,  Schedel,  Sybrandi,  &c.)  ;  in  Strasburg  (Levy,^ 
Farget) ;  in  Bordeaux  (Gintrae) ;  in  Rochefort  (Lefevre)  ;  in  Tours 
(Charcellan) ;  in  Corsica  (Abeille).  In  the  sanitary  reports  of 
Genest,  extending  over  twenty  years'  observation  in  the  East  Indies 
and  Brazil,  not  one  well-established  fact  in  favor  of  any  such  antag- 
onism is  quoted,  while  a  great  number  are  given  against  it  (Gazette 
Ned,t  1843,  page  563).  Vl o\i  (Annalen  des  Charite  Krankenhauses 
in  Berlin,  1850)  observed,  in  the  epidemic  intermittent  fever  which 
prevailed  during  three  years  in  Berlin,  rather  an  increase  of  phthisis 
than  otherwise.  In  the  cachexia  resulting  from  malaria,  tuberculous 
infiltrations  in  the  lungs  are  of  no  uncommon  occurrence.  We  lately 
met  with  phthisis  pulmonalis  and  laryngealis  with  large  swellins:  of 
the  spleen,  in  the  case  of  a  gentleman  who  had  been  laboring  under 
malaria  for  several  years. 

Let  these  instances   suffice  to  prove  that  malaria  and    phthisis 
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pulmonalis  do  not  exclude  each  other  ;  and  that  marshy  effluvium  is 
no  specific  against  tuberculosis. 

We  have  given  in  the  preceding  pages  an  outline  of  the  treatment 
we  have  adopted  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  for  more  than  fifteen  years ; 
and  it  has  contributed  to  the  restoration  to  health  of  many  patients, 
in  the  first  and  even  advanced  second  stages  of  hereditary  as  well  as 
of  acquired  phthisis.  No  doubt  it  is  subject  to  many  modifications, 
according  to  diversity  of  constitution,  temperament,  individual  pecu- 
liarities, climate  and  external  circumstances ;  but  we  should  have 
been  surely  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  many  cases,  if  homoeopathy  had 
not  been  the  banner  under  whose  guidance  we  have  been  able,  in  the 
most  unfavorable  circumstances,  to  overcome  the  greatest  difficulties. 
It  is  out  of  the  question  to  sketch  out  here  its  therapeutical  indica- 
tions ;  we  shall  but  mention  those  medicines  which  have  proved  to  us 
to  be  the  most  effective.  These  are,  the  various  preparations  of 
Calcarea. 

Ccdcarea  phosphorica  in  those  cases  where  rapid  growth,  general 
emaciation  and  weakness  are  the  prominent  features.  Before  op  after 
it,  Phosplwrif)  add  will  often  prove  of  great  advantage. 

Calcarea  iodata  in  strumous  constitutions.  All  the  other  prep- 
arations, alternated  with  those  named,  constitute  the  basis  of  treat- 
ment. 

When  tuberculosis  is  complicated  with  some  herpetic  affection, 
Calcarea  arsenica,  Bromide  of  arsenic y  Graphites,  Hepar  sulph.  calc., 
and  Sulphur  are  the  most  efficient.  This  is  the  form  where  sulphur- 
eous mineral  waters  are  indicated.  Eaux  Bonnes  and  Allosard  in 
France,  Weilbach  in  Germany,  and  Weissemburg  in  Switzerland, 
enjoy  in  this  respect  a  well-deserved  reputation.  The  waters  must 
be  taken  in  small  quantities,  especially  by  those  inclined  to  spitting 
of  blood ;  from  a  tablespoonful  to  wineglass  a  day,  mixed  with  whey 
or  milk. 

Drosera,  Ferrum,  Lycopodium,  Natrum  muriat..  Phosphorus^ 
SUicea  and  others  will  find,  according  to  indications,  a  frequent  and 
useful  employment. 

Frictions  with  bacon  or  cod-liver  oil  have  for  a  time  been  highly 
commended,  and  will  be  of  use  in  this  way,  when  refused  by  the 
digestive  organs.  All  other  external  applications  are  without  any 
favorable  influence  on  the  disease  itself,  and,  in  many  cases,  even 
injurious. 

We  have  been  surprised  to  find  the  fonticulus  so  advocated  by  a 
homceopathic  pbyaiciaUf  when  the  same  is  proclaimed  as  useless  by 
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the  best  pathologists  of  the  modern  schools.  Certainly  no  physician 
"would  by  any  operation  attempt  to  heal  a  fistula  in  a  case  where  he 
'finds  tubercular  deposit  in  the  lungs,  as  the  fistula  might  be  an  effect 
o(  the  very  cause  that  induced  the  latter  ;  but  where  is  the  analogy 
between  an  artificial  ulceration  and  one  produced  by  internal  causes  ? 
How  can  a  disease,  which  is  the  result  of  a  bad  nutrition,  be  amended 
by  creating  a  suppuration  on  the  skin,  in  addition  to  one  already 
existing  in  the  lungs  ?  If  we  admit  the  fonticulus,  we  must  admit 
at  the  same  time  the  whole  system  of  contraria  contrariis  curantw\ 
with  its  blisters,  moxas,  actual  cautery,  &c.,  and  take  up  again  what 
all  schools  have  been  so  glad  to  get  rid  of.  If  the  fonticulus,  or  any 
odier  soi  disant  derivative  application,  would  afford  a  relief  which 
we  could  not  obtain  by  homoeopathy,  we  should  be  too  glad  to  put  it 
at  once  into  practice  ;  but  we  consider  it  an  act  of  simple  gratitude 
and  justice  to  the  principles  of  homoeopathy,  to  confess  that  they 
have  always  enabled  us  to  alleviate,  and  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
to  effect  the  cure  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.-  (^ri^wA)  Monthly  Hani- 
CBOpathtc  Review. 

For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
THE    TREATMENT    OF    FEBI-FKEX7M0NIA    NOTHA. 


BT   J.   C.   PETERSON,   M.    D.,  UNION  SPBINGS,   N.   Y. 


This  disease,  more  commonly  known  as  suffocative  catarrh,  is  more 
particularly  a  disease  of  childhood,  and  until  its  treatment  was  dem- 
onstrated by  homoeopathy,  was  fatal  in  all  aggravated  cases. 

The  disease  is  ushured  in  by  considerable  fever,  pulse  accelerated 
and  sharp,  constant  spasmodic  cough,  profuse  accumulation  of  mucus 
in  the  bronchi,  so  that  the  child  seems  on  the  verge  of  suffocation. 
Eyes  suffused,  face  red,  and  extreme  restlessness.  No  perceptible 
alteration  is  observed  in  the  first  stages  by  percussing  the  chest,  but 
as  the  disease  advances  the  resonance  is  clearer.  By  auscultation, 
according  to  Flint,  we  have  coarse  and  fine  mucus  rales,  mingled 
with  the  sibulant  and  sub-crepitus  rales.  The  sounds  are  best  heard 
at  the  posteriors  of  the  chest.  There  is  generally  more  or  less  true 
bronchitis  with  every  case.  This  disease  is  liable  to  be  confounded 
with  cedenia  glotiitis,  croup  and  lobular  pneumonia.  For  the  distinct- 
ive characteristics  of  these  diseases,  see  Marcy  if  Hunt's  Practice. 
Vol.  1.  page  787. 

The  remedies  most  applicable  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  are. 
Kali  hyd.,  ChamomUla^  Pulsatilla  nig.,  Arsenicum^  Bryonia^  PKos- 
phorus  and  Stictapidm. 
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The  course  pursued  by  my  father,  Dr.  P.  H.  P.,  has  been  attended 
with  success  in  every  instance,  and  his  selection  of  remedies  seems  so 
truly  homoeopathic  to  this  afiection,  that  I  give  it.  He  gives  two 
grains  of  the  1st  decimal  trit.  of  Kali  hyd.,  in  two  ounces  of  water, 
and  administered  one  spoonful  at  a  dose,  in  alternation  with  Chatn,^ 
and  Puls.^j  a  dose  every  half  hour  to  two  hours, ^70  renata.  Under 
the  action  of  these  remedies  the  cough  changes  its  character  and 
become3  loose,  and  is  attended  with  free  expectoration  of  tenacious 
mucus,  diminution  of  fever  and  restlessness.  This  treatment  he 
adopts  with  young  children.  In  treating  adults  he  prescribes  Ars  ® 
and  Fhos/\  with  the  Kali  ht/d.\  if  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
superior  air  pas^^ages  are  liffected,  if  not,  he  gives  Bryonia  alba^ .  in 
place  of  the  Arsenicum. 

I  have  found  Kali  kyd.y  in  all  troubles  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  when  characterized  by  an  exaltation  of 
their  functions,  tJie  heroic  remedy,  The  experience  of  the  old 
school  confirms  our  pathogenesis  of  this  drug.  "  Dr.  Laurie,  of 
Glasgow,  reports  several  cases  of  dryness  and  irritation  of  the  throat, 
ending  in  severe  spasmodic  crcup,  sudden  occurance  of  dyspnoea, 
caused  by  the  use  of  small  doses  of  this  Iodide.       *         *         *  " 

Another  author  says  :  ''This  salt  produces  very  marked  effect  on 
the  secretions  in  general,  which  it  increases  and  into  which  it  enters. 
It  has  a  tendency  to  irritate  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  pasg 
sages,  as  is  shown  by  its  sometimes  occasioning  an  affection  like  cold 
in  the  head."  I  have  used  Sticta  of  late  several  times,  and  it  must 
be  considered  a  valuable  remedy.  I  have  used  it  in  alternation  with 
.fiTa/z  ^7/c/.  with  good  results.  My  experience  is  that  it  acts  better 
when  given  in  this  way  than  when  administered  alone.  I  have  thus 
alternated  it  when  we  have  oppression  of  the  chest,  dull,  heavy  pres- 
sure in  the  region  of  the  frontal  sinuses,  burning  of  the  eyes  and 
nose,  and  profuse  secretions  from  those  parts,  as  prominent  symptoms* 
I  consider  Kali  hyd.  and  Sticta  joulm  as  analogous  in  their  head  and 
chest  symptoms. 

Treatment  of  Pneumonia,  by  Allopatuists,  modified. — It  is 
gratifying  to  observe  the  recent  modifications  of  allopathic  practice. 
Prof.  Bennett,  in  the  Lancet  of  last  February,  published  an  extensive 
report  on  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  with  restoratives,  and  in  the 
work  en  Practice,  by  Dr.  T.  H.  Tanner,  just  published,  we  find  him 
declaring  that  bleedings  tartar  emetic  and  mercury  do  more  harm  than 
good. 
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For  the  American  HomoBopathic  Observer. 
APOCYNTJM    CANNABINTJM. 


BY  J.  D.  CRAIO,  M.  B. 


X.X.,  40 years  of  age  ;  bilious  temperament.  Has  been  very  intem- 
perate, and  at  different  times  had  contracted  gonorrhea  and  syphilis, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  caused  the  present  difl&culty. 

Four  years  ago  began  to  be  troubled  with  wheezing  and  dyspnoea, 
which  increased  rapidly  until  he  was  unable  to  lie  in  bed.  Applied 
to  different  physicians,  who  all  pronounced  the  disease  Dropsy  of  the 
Heart,  but  he  received  no  relief  until  he  applied  to  an  Indian  Doctor, 
who,  for  a  time,  helped  him  very  much ;  but  he  was  still  unable  to 
assume  the  recumbent  position. 

He  applied  to  me,  January  6th,  1864,  when  he  was  worse  than 
ever  before.  He  could  walk  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  dyspnoea. 
On  examination  found  the  pericardium  very  much  distended  with 
the  contained  fluid,  and  the  heart's  action  scarcely  perceptible.  The 
•countenance  has  a  bloated  and  anxious  expression.  He  has  a  distress- 
ing cough,  which  is  increased  by  the  least  exertion,  and  a  loud, 
wheezing  sound  is  perceptible  through  the  chest  during  an  inspiration. 
I  -presoTibed.  Arsenicum^  (deGimBlj)  and  Ipecac^,  every  two  hours, 
alternately. 

Jan.  21st.  Has  been  somewhat  relieved  during  the  last  two 
weeks.     Continue  the  Ars,  and  Ipecac, 

Jan.  26th.     Not  as  well.     Arsenic^,  Ipecac,^,  every  two  hours, 

Feb.  4th.  No  better.  Arsenicu7n  2d  dec.  trit.,  one  grain,  Apis^ 
one  drop  every  two  hours,  alternately. 

Feb.  10th.     No  better.     Arsenicum^  ^^  Merc,  *,  every  four  hours. 

Feb.  18th.  No  better,  and  is  becoming  extremely  weak.  Apocy- 
num  cannab,^,  one  drop,  Merc,  3d  dec.  trit.,  one  grain,  every  three 
hours. 

Feb.  24th.  Being  much  relieved,  and  has  passed  more  water  than 
usual.     Continue  the  Apoc,  and  Merc, 

March  3d.     Not  as  well.     Apocynum^  two  drops  every  two  hours. 

March  10th.  Better  than  he  has  been  for  years.  Breathes  com- 
paratively easy,  and  his  cough  is  quite  loose.  Continue  Apocynum, 
as  before. 

March  19.  Better.  Has  been  able  to  lie  down,  for  the  first  time 
in  more  than  three  years.     Continued  Apocynum, 

April  7th.  Still  continues  to  improve.  Sleeps  in  bed  every 
night.  The  patient  did  not  come  back  after  medicine,  and  in  a  few 
weeks  commenced  light  work. 
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Nov.  1865.  Has  taken  no  more  medicine  since  I  prescribed  for 
him,  and  enjoys  comfortable  health.  Is  unable  to  do  hard  work, 
wheezes  and  coughs  a  little,  but  lies  down  to  sleep  in  bed  everj 
night. 

For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Ohserver. 
EFILEPSYJ  CTJItED  BY  THE    BBOMIDE    OF    POTASSIUM. 

BT  £.  O*  COOK,  M.  D.,  BUFFALO,   N.  Y. 


M.  n.,  aged  thirteen  years.  Healthy,  to  all  appearance.  At 
intervals  of  seven,  ten  and  fifteien  days,  is  attacked,  usually  at  four 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  with  spasms.  The  first  admonition  her  mother  has,  her 
daughter  straightens  out  in  bed,  and  makes  the  noise  peculiar  to  this 
disease.  The  face  almost  immediately  becomes  livid,  and  unless  the 
temples  and  face  are  rubbed  during  the  fit,  dark  purple  spots  remain 
for  two  or  three  days.  Also  a  livid  ring  about  the  eyes.  After  from, 
one  to  three  minutes,  the  muscles  relax,  and  she  goes  into  a  comotose 
sleep,  in  which  she  remains  several  hours.  Feels  languid  upon 
awaking;  head  aches,  and  has  a  severe  pain  always  at  the  pit  of 
stomach,  and  sometimes  nausea.  She  eats  nothing  for  twenty-four 
hours,  and  then  feels  nearly  as  well  as  usual. 

The  mother  consulted  the  best  physicians  of  the  old  school,  who 
advised  a  mild  cathartic,  which  was  all  the  medicine  she  used  for  a 
year. 

At  fourteen  the  catamenia  appeared,  which  gave  hope  that  this 
change  might  end  these  attacks.  But  these  hopes  were  blasted  by 
their  return,  without  mitigation  or  change  of  time.  The  mother  then  • 
consulted  other  medical  advisers,  who  prescribed  Stramonium.  It 
was  used  without  benefit.  Nothing  more  was  done  from  this  time 
until  she  was  sixteen,  except  that  care  \yhich  a  judicious  mother  gave 
in  regard  to  diet  and  exercise^ 

At  this  time  she  was  treated  two  months  with  animal  magnetism, 
which  at  first  mitigated,  then  gave  no  relief.  We  were  then  consulted 
and  prescribed  Cuprum  aceticitm,  in  connection  with  electricity. 
These  acted  the  same  as  the  magnetism ;  relieved,  perceptibly,  at 
first,  but  soon  went  back  into  the  old  habit.  At  this  time  we  pre- 
scribed Bromide  of  Potassiu7n,  two  drachms  to  half  pint  water,  a 
dessert  spoonful  three  times  daily.  The  relief  was  greater  than  at 
any  previous  time,  both  in  severity  and  frequency;  which  gave  hope 
that  the  remedy  given  stronger  might  be  used  with  greater  benefit, 
which  proved  true.  She  was  given  three-grain  doses,  three  times 
daily,  at  first,  and  increased,  until  she  took  ten  grains  at  one  dose» 
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all  the  time  improving.  Hoping  the  doses  might  be  lessened,  we 
began  to  diminish,  but  it  would  not  do,  and  the  ten  and  twelve  grain 
doses  were  given  until  the  case  was  entirely  cured,  in  about  six 
months.  No  ill  effects  have  resulted.  The  patient  has  remained  well 
eight  months,  and  is  now  eighteen  years  old ;  her  intellect  sound. 
She  appears  to  be  healthy,  and  a  more  beautiful  young  lady  can 
Boarccly  be  found. 


■»  ♦  < 


ilateia  ^Mm. 


[iESCTTLUs  hippocastanum:. 


PROVING   BT^DB.   T.    C.    DUNCAN. 


Mi  24,  nervo-bilious  temperament,  predisposed  to  weakness  of 
bowels  from  protracted  diarrhoea  while  in  the  U.  S.  service.  Medical 
student ;  studies  hard,  walks  about  eight  miles  per  day. 

May  6,  1865.  Weather  has  changed  to  very  cold.  Feel  slightly 
chilly  at  times.  Slept  well  but  hard.  Rose  at  5.45  a.  m.  Busy 
bodily  till  7.30.  Breakfasted.  At  lO  a.  m.  took  JEsculus  hipp.  gtt., 
xij,  second  decimal  dilution  of  the  macerated  nut,  macerated  three 
months  in  pure  alcohol. 

Symptoms  :  Slight  nausea,  eructations ;  slight  uneasiness  in  region 
of  left  causality  ;  shooting  pain  in  left  eye  ;  loss  of  memory,  unable 
to  fix  the  attention  ;  soreness  in  epigastrium;  pain  in  back  of  neck; 
pressure  in  region  of  right  ear;  great  heat  in  internalorgans,  or  near 
the  epigastrium.  Stool  at  2  p,  m.  8  p.  m.  Continual  pain  in  back, 
shoulders  and  neck,  at  times  with  pricking  sensations,  fullness  in  both 
ears  ;  pain  in  right  nasal  bone.  Coryza  profuse,  with  a  feeling  of 
fullness  in  the  nose  and  forehead,  as  if  had  taken  cold.  Fullness  at 
epigastrium  ;  fullness  and  itching  at  the  anus  after  walking  a  mile  ; 
pricking  in  hands  after  washing  them  ;  feeling  of  languor ;  dull  pain 
in  back*;  nausea  three  hours  after  tea. 

May  7th,  6  a.m.  Slept  well,  but  felt  very  sore  on  waking  ;  eyes 
filled  with  tears  ;  left  nostril  filled  with  thick  mucus,  right  one  empty, 
pressure  in  bone  on  left  side  of  nose  ;  same  at  root  of  nose  ;  pain, 
dull  and  heavy,  in  back  of  neck  ;  posterior  nares  empty,  used  to  be 
full  of  mucus  in  the  morning ;  itching  in  anus  with  some  heat.  At 
8  A.  M.,  took  15  gtts.  Pain  in  neck  ;  confusion  of  ideas  ;  heat  and 
pressure  at  the  anus.     No  stool  to-day  ;  have  not  studied  any. 


124         AMERICAN  HOMOaOPATHIC   OBSERVER. 

May  8th,  7  a.  m.  Slept  well,  awoke  at  the  usual  hour.  Took 
20  gtts.  of  1st  dilution.  Nausea  ;  mouth  and  pharynx  feels  irritated ; 
pressure,  burning,  itching  and  fullness  at  anus  ;  rubbing  will  produce 
extreme  flow  of  blood  to  the  part ;  flashes  of  heat  over  body ;  soreness 
of  neck  with  pricking  sensations  ;  heart,  lungs,  stomach  and  brain 
feel  as  if  an  undue  amount  of  blood  was  there  ;  twitching  over  region 
of  heart.  Stool  at  8  a.  m.  Very  costive,  great  straining,  faeces  in 
balls  ;  urine  hot ;  fullness  of  the  skin  as  though  there  was  too  much 
blood  in  body.  Rubbing  after  washing  the  face  produces  red  spots 
under  the  skin  ;  swelling  of  feet  after  walking  usual  distance  ;  soreness 
of  corns  ;  soreness  of  throat ;  mind  clear  ;  optical  illusions ;  calves  of 
legs  sore  ;  mucous  surface  of  mouth  and  pharynx  dry  ;  mucus  ropy 
with  a  sweetish  taste  ;  frequent  urination. 

May  9th,  6  a.  m.  Slept  hard  ;  distressing  dreams  ;  thought  was 
in  a  battle  ;  fought  hard ;  great  excitement.  Awoke  troubled,  and 
found  I  was  lying  on  my  back  ;  turned  on  right  side ;  thought  I  saw  a 
«nan  in  my  room.  Went  to  sleep  again  ;  awoke  at  6:30 ;  felt  very 
sore  all  over,  especially  calves  of  legs,  muscles  of  thighs,  back, 
shoulders  and  neck  ;  also  of  upper  extremities  and  chest;  feet  still 
much  swollen  ;  slight  enlargement  of  cervical  glands ;  sore  to  touch  ; 
limbs  feel  heavy,  stiffness  of  joints,  fullness  of  dependant  parts. 
Mouth  and  pharynx  dry  and  sore,  deglutition  difficult ;  taking  full 
breath  causes  soreness  over  and  in  lungs,  with  great  rush  of  blood  ; 
fullness  at  epigastrium  ;  anus  sore  ;  bowels  torpid  ;  urine  hot  and 
clear.  Neuralgic  pains  in  arms,  nose  feels  sore  and  full ;  back  of 
head  feels  heavy;  mind  gets  confused;  thoughts  rapid;  unable  to 
fix  attention  ;  eyes  clear,  pupils  dilated,  contract  slowly,  tries  to 
keep  from  winking  ;  much  wind  in  bowels.  Hypersesthesia  of  scalp ; 
stretches  and  yawns,  soreness  of  right  side  of  scalp.  This  is  the 
side  which  rested  on  the  pillow.  Extremely  irritable  ;  loses  temper 
easy  and  obtains  control  over  it  again  but  slowly. 

8:30  A.  M.,  took  30  gtts.  1st  dec.  dil.  9  a.  m.,  sharp,  darting  pains 
in  the  trachea,  producing  tittilation,  coughing,  mouth  and  pharynx 
dry ;  heat  in  stomach  and  thorax  ;  rumbling  of  bowels ;  expulsion  of 
flatus  ;  ineffectual  attempt  at  stool ;  soreness  of  anus  ;  great  heat  all 
over  the  whole  body;  fullness,  yawning  with  stretching,  followed  by 
chilly  sensations.  Riding  in  the  cool  air  produces  great  chilliness; 
ptyalisro  with  an  oily  taste  ;  dryness  of  posterior  nares  ;  twitching  of 
eyes  ;  mind  very  clear,  with  a  light  feeling  of  anterior  lobes  ;  poste- 
rior part  of  head  and  cerebellum  feel  heavy  and  dull ;  limbs  ache 
when  weight  of  body  rest  on  them ;  feet  swell,  corns  very  sore  ;  tendo 
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acbilles  sore ;  weak  in  joints,  great  pain  Jin  sacro-lumbar  region ; 
pain  on  walking  erect;  dall  pain  in  shoulders  and  arms,  weakness  of 
hands,  not  able  to  control  the  muscles  to  write  well ;  sore  on  motion  ; 
nails  blue,  sharp,  darting  pain  in  left  fore  arm,  numbness,  with 
prickly  sensations  ;  tenderness  of  right  hypocondriac  region ;  pain 
at  umbilicus  ;  retention  of  urine,  passed  after  several  trials,  urine 
hot  and  clear  ;  dull  aching  pain  at  anus,  fullness  of  rectum. 

1  p.  M.  Appetite  but  little ;  distention  was  the  only  sign  which 
told  me  to  stop  eating ;  belching  of  wind  ;  expulsion  of  flatus  ;  darting 
pains  in  region  of  heart,  with  fullness  and  palpitation. 

10  p.  M.  Light  and  giddy  pain  in  right  eye  while  near  lights 
twitching  of  eyelids,  soreness  of  balls  of  eyes ;  head  feels  heavy, 
dull,  especially  in  region  of  right  ear ;  catarrh,  fullness  of  nose,  pres- 
sure of  forehead,  especially  at  root  of  nose  ;  lips  feel  hot,  increased 
flow  of  saliva  from  submaxilliary  glands  ;  palate  and  posterior  nares 
feel  dry,  heat  down  the  oesophagus ;  burning  in  stomach ;  feel  as  if 
eontaincd  warm  water ;  fullness  of  right  hypocondriac  region  ;  pain 
at  umbilicus  ;  itching  of  whole  body,  especially  around  waist.  Great 
expulsion  of  flatus. 

10:30  p.  M.  Great  pressure  in  rectum,  fullness  of  colon  ;  must 
have  stool ;  great  straining  with  shivering,  expulsion  of  about  eight 
inches  of  faeces,  like  a  ropo,  solid,  knotty,  first  half  dark,  rest  quite 
light  in  color  ;  great  soreness  of  anus,  sphincter  ani  unable  to  con- 
tract ;  about  one-half  inch  protrusion,  which  I  had  to  push  up  ; 
great  burning  and  itching  of  anus.  Very  drowsy  all  day  and  soon 
went  to  sleep. 

May  10th,  6  a.  m.     Awoke  disinclined  to  rise  ;  feel  as  if  I  had  not 
slept ;  had  troubled  dreams';  must  have  slept  on  my  back.     Great  drow- 
siness ;  want  to  go  to  sleep  again ;  eyes  heavy,  dull  pain  in  forehead 
over  right  eye  ;  great  pain  around  loins,  especially  in  the  sacro-lum- 
bar region,  soreness  at  umbilicus,  tenderness  in  right  hypocondriac 
region,  very  sore  all  over,  malaise,  fullness  at  root  of  nose  (frontal 
sinus)  ;  posterior  nares,  fauces  and   oesophagus   very   dry  ;    heat   in 
stomach ;  twitching  in  region  of  heart ;  expulsion  of  flatus  ;  soreness 
of  testicles  ;  flow  of  saliva  from  submaxillary  glands  ;   yawning  and 
stretching;  urine  very  clear  and  increased  in  quantity.     9:30  a.  h. 
I  will  not  take  any  more  to-day,  as  I  am  too  sore  and  languid  to  attend 
to  business.     I  will  notice  when  it  loses  its  effects.     Head  feels  dull 
over  temple  ;  gloomy  forebodings ;  at  times  feel  as  if  I  was  going  to 
have  spasms  or  convulsions  ;  spasms  of  muscles  of  limbs  ;  dull  heavy 
pressure  on  cerebellum.     Yesterday  when  I  had  those  darting  pains 
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in  the  trachea,  I  had  a  feeling  as  if  death  was  impending  :  but  this 
was  followed  by  an  exalted  condition  of  brain  and  nervous  system ; 
thoughts  flowed  free,  easy  and  clear ;  felt  a  glow  of  heat  all  over  the 
surface ;  pressure  of  hat  on  forehead  leaves  a  large  red  spot ; 
itching  of  testicles ;  dull,  shifting  pain  in  loft  hypocondriac  region  ; 
stinging  in  hands ;  pulse  accelerated  ;  pain  in  sound  tooth,  teeth  feel 
as  if  covered  with  oil ;  tongue  slightly  coated,  dirty  white  ;  unable  to 
articulate  long  words  distinctly  ;  cannot  control  the  tongue  so  as  to 
form  the  words  aright;  feels  as  if  swollen  ;  stitch  in  region  of  lower 
lobe  of  left  lung,  relieved  when  passing  urine.  Abdomen  tender  to 
touch.  11  A.  M.  Great  stretching ;  mind  is  cloudy ;  dull,  heavy, 
frontal  headache;  thorax  feels  constricted;  hawks  up  ropy  mucus; 
fullness  of  upper  part  of  throat.  6  p.  m.  Dull  and  heavy  shooting* 
pain  through  or  near  belt  of  penis  ;  dull  weight  in  forehead,  eyes  fe«l 
heavy ;  pain  in  back  of  neck ;  fullness  at  root  of  nose ;  dryness  of 
fauces  ;  increased  flow  of  mucus  from  nasal  passages ;  soreness  of 
epigastrium  ;  tenderness  of  abdomen ;  soreness,  burning,  itching  at 
anus ;  pain  and  soreness  of  temporal  region  ;  soreness  of  parotids 
when  exposed  to  wind  ;  soreness  of  muscles  of  arms,  back  and  lower 
extremities,  especially  of  small  of  back.  Soreness  of  tendo  achilles, 
skin  dry  and  hot,  flush  of  blood  to  face  soon  after  rubbing  it;  when 
cold  air  strikes,  skin  feels  chilly  and  teeth  chatter ;  appetite  less  than 
normal ;  feel  dull,  gloomy,  despondent ;  tenderness  and  soreness  of 
stomach  ;  dryness  of  oesophagus  ;  expulsion  of  faeces  ;  drawing  of  left 
testicle  ;  transient  pains  in  the  genitals  ;  skin  as  sensitive  to  cold,  not 
quite  as  sore  ;  no  stool. 

May  lltb,  6  A.  M.  Rose  at  5:30.  Not  so  sore  as  yesterday 
morning.  Throat  and  fauces  very  dry  and  sore ;  fullness  in  forehead 
and  root  of  nose ;  tenderness  of  epigastrium,  also  right  hypocondriac 
region  ;  eyes  feel  heavy,  muscular  soreness  not  quite  as  great.  12  m. 
Stool  of  hard,  impacted  faeces,  with  great  soreness  of  anus  ;  itching, 
burning  and  protrusion  of  anus  ;  soreness  of  bowels  ;  muscular  sore- 
ness not  so  great,  heavy  cloudy  mind  growing  lighter,  clearer  and 
more  buoyant ;  great  dryness  of  fauces.  All  the  symptoms  seem  to. 
be  gradually  lessening.     10  p.  m.     Not  so  fatigued  to  night. 

May  12th,  10  a.  m.  Not  so  tired  this  morning.  Spirits  feel 
buoyant ;  throat  not  so  sore  or  dry.  A  small  stool  at  9:30,  thin, 
watery,  lighter  colored,  and  some  tenesmus  ;  bowels  feel  as  if  I  had 
had  a  severe  diarrhoea.  Weak ;  head  clear  ;  it  fatigues  me  to  walk 
much  ;  appetite  groves  better ;  feel  disinclined  to  study,  and  wanting 
rest. 
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POFVLAB  FALLACIES  CONCERNING  HOMffiOPATHY  REFUTED. 


BT  JOSEPH  HOOPER,   M.   D.* 


It  is  recorded  of  several  noted  opponents  to  Christianity,  that  they 
confessed  they  had  never  devoted  much  time  or  attention  to  the  study 
of  the  Sacred  Writings.  Yet  their  invectives  were  most  violent,  and 
their  opposition  to  revealed  religion  most  persistent.  The  dishonesty 
and  folly  of  such  a  course  have  not  prevented  many  from  being  influenced 
to  their  ruin  by  the  sarcasms,  cavils  and  misrepresentations  of  infidel 
writers. 

Much  of  the  opposition  to  the  benign,  beautiful  and  rational  system 
of  medicine  denominated  homoeopathy,  would  vanish  like  mists  before 
the  rising  sun,  if  people  would  honestly  study,  and  fairly  put  to  the 
test,  the  teachings  of  this  New  School  of  medical  science.  *  But  as  it  is 
often  with  religious  truth,  so  it  is  with  medical  truth.     Ridicule  rather 
than  research  is  allowed  to  influence  the  mind,  and  sophistries  are  made 
to  supply  the  place  of  logical  arguments.     Many  of  the  notions  held 
of,  and  the  mis-statements  made  about  homoeopathy,  seem  to  those  at  all 
practically  acquainted  with  the  subject,  to  be  so  puerile  and  foolish  as 
to  be  unworthy  of  a  single  line  in  refutation;  yet,  as  they  are  often 
seriously  put  forth,  and  their  very  absurdity  made  the  reason  of  dismiss- 
ing the  subject  altogether,  it  is  not  wise  to  leave  them  unmentioned. 
We  propose  to  state  some  of  the  popular  fallacies  concerning  homoeo- 
pathy, and  weigh  them  in  the  balances  of  common  sense  and  clinical 
experience.     A  very  common  misapprehension  of  the  homoeopathic  law 
of  cure,  is,  that  the  cause  of  sickness  will  produce  its  destruction,  or 
in  other  words,  that  the  same  thing  which  makes  a  man  ill  will  make 
him  well  again*     We  are  represented  as  teaching,  therefore,  some  such 
absurdities  as  the  following:  A  man  drinks  until  he  is  intoxicated  ;  a 
little  more  liquor  will  make  him  sober.     Or  a  person  take  a  portion  of 
poison  ;  by  taking  a  minute  dose  of  the  same  drug,  he  will  be  saved 
from  the  consequences  of  his  folly.     Now  this  is  isopathy  ;  this  is  not 
the  teaching  of  homoeopathy.      The  law  does  not  read,  iideni  iisdem 
curantur,  the  same  things  by  the  same  are  cured,  but  our  law  is,  Similia 
similibus  curantur,  similars  by  similars  are  cured — like  cui  cs  like. 
The  reader  will  at  (mce  perceive  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
two  propositions  ;  and  nothing  less  than  the  sheerest  prejudice  or  the 
most  malevolent  impertinence,  could  cause  any  one  so  to  misrepresent 
the  law  of  cure  announced  by  the  adherents  of  the  new  system.     No 
homoeopathist  is  so  silly  as  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  a  disease  can 
prove  the  cure  of  the  same.     The  only  practical  illustration  of  an 
attempt  to  carry  out  such  an  absurdity  that  we  can  call  to  mind,  is  to  be 

The  second  of  a  series  of  x>opular  tractates  for  sale  at  the  office  of  the  American  HomoBO* 
pttChic  Obserrer,  at  |4  per  100. 
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found  in  the  effort  of  an  allopathist,  a  few  years  ago,  to  prevent  the- 
fatal  influence  of  small  pox  by  inoculation  with  the  virus  produced 
during  that  disease  ;  a  course  so  destructive  of  human  life  that  muni- 
cipal  and  legislative  bodies  wisely  put  a  veto  upon  the  barbarous 
practice.     Vaccination,  on  the  contrary,  is  simply  and  purely  a  homoeo- 
pathio-prophy lactic  remedy,  or  preventive  of  small  pox.     In  this  cas^ 
we  introduce  into  the  system  a  poison,  similar  in  many  respects  to  (biU 
not  the  same  an)  the  poison  of  small  pox ;  and  doubtless  hundreds  of 
thousands,  by  the  introduction  of  this   true  homoeopathic  course  of 
treatment,  have  been  preserved  from  disfigurement,  deafness,  blindness 
and  death.     To  the  question,  "  How  is  it  possible  that  the  production 
of  a  similar  disease  in  the  human  frame  can  drive  out  or  destroy  a  like 
set  of  symptoms  ?*'  we  can  here  only  reply,  that  it  is  perhaps  as  impos- 
sible  to  account  for  the  fact,  as  ic  is  to  explain  why  the  magnetic  needle 
points  to  the  north  pole.     But  experience  every  day  in  innumerable 
instances,  confirm  the  immutability  of  the  law  that  two  similar  diseases 
cannot  co-exist  in  tke  same  organism^  and  consequently  a  drug  that  will 
produce  similar  symptoms  to  those  of  a  disease,   will  effectually  and 
radically  cure  that  disease.     Are  we  to  deny  the  existence  of  every 
law,  the  operation  of  which  we  cannot  fully  comprehend?     Then  must 
we  deny  ten  thousand  things  which  we  daily  see  and  feel.     We  must 
deny  the  spirituality  of  our  own  being — the  influence  of  mind  on  matter 
— and  may  ever  more  doubt  the  reality  even  of  our  own  existence. 
Let  every  one  who  wishes  honestly  to  understand  or  fairly  to  test  the 
truth  of  the  law  of  similia,  experiment  a  little  with  two  or  three  of  our 
leading  remedies,  and  he  will  never  again  be  led  astray  by  such  pitiful 
attempts  to  deceive  as  are  found  in  the  statement  that  homoeopathy 
proposes  to  cure  drunkenness  by  whisky,  burns  by  a  little  more  fire,  or 
a  terrible  cold  by  standing  a  few  minutes  out  in  the  rain.     The  inquirer 
might  begin,  when  in  perfect  health,  with  a  few  drops  of  the  mother 
tincture  of  Belladonna  (obtaining  this  and  other  tinctures  for  the  pur- 
poses of  proving  from   some  respectable  homoeopathic  pharmacy,  to 
insure  the  purity  of  the  drug  and  the  production  of  their  true  patho- 
genetic symptoms).     In  a  short  space  of  Jiime  he  would  experience  at 
least  many  of  the  following  effects  :  The  pulse  becomes  stronger  and 
fuller  ;  face  puffed,  red  and  hot;  bright  scarlet  appearance  of  the  skin ; 
patchy  eruption,  or  the  appearance  of  flea  bites  ;  the  pupils  of  the  eyes 
dilated,  or   extremely  contracted  ;    dizziness ;    buzzing  in  the  ears  ; 
drowsiness,  with  frequent  starting ;  restlessness  ;  swelling  of  the  veins 
of  the  head  and  neck  ;  violent  raving  delirium  ;  feeling  as  if  the  brain 
were  expanded,  or  of  weight,  fullness  and  oppression  in  the  head; 
disordered  sight;  double  or  inverted  appearance  of  objects;  irregular 
breathing  ;  deep,  hollow  cough  ;  tongue  painful,  swollen  or  inflamed  ; 
fiery  red,  heavily  furred,  with  red  tip  and  margins ;  throat  dry,  hot  and 
red ;    swollen  tonsils,  frothy  saliva,  &c.,  &c.*     (See  Laurie.)     The 
next  time  the  experimentalist  met  with  a  sick  friend  whose  symptoms 
strongly  resembled  those  from  which  he  had  been  suffering  when  under 

♦  Should  the  provcr  become  alarmed  by  any  violent  symptoms,  he  \nll  find  very  strong  oo€foe 
the  best  antidote  to  Belladonna.  Ijemon  juice  antidotes  Aconite.  Peruvian  bark  or  China 
antidotes  Ipecacuanha. 
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^e  action  of  Belladonna,  he  should  administer  five  or  six  pellets  of  the 
third,  or  some  higher  potency  of  Bell.,  about  every  four  hours,  and  he 
would  then  get  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  law  of  homoeopathy.     In  the 
same  way  he  might  prove  on  himself  any  other  drug,  e.  g.,  Aconite^ 
Ipecacuanha  or  Mercury^  writing  down  carefully  every  symptom  pro- 
duced by  the  medicine  ;  and  when  meeting  such  a  picture  of  symptoms 
as  bad  appeared  in  his  own  frame,  administering  the  same  medicine, 
only  in  very  minute  doses.     A  very  easy  experiment  would  be  to  take 
enough  of  Agaricus  muscarius  to  produce  the  symptoms  of  intoxication, 
then  administer  a  few  drop  doses  to  the  next  drunken  man  you  meet 
with,  and  you  will  have  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  action   of  a 
homoeopathic  remedy,  and  will  appreciate  the  motto  of  the  New  School, 
Similia  similibus  curantur.     But  it  is  objected,  if  it  be  really  true 
that  a  homoeopathic  medicine  is  capable  of  producing  similar  symptoms 
to  those  found  in  disease,  will  not  the  administration  of  such  medica- 
ments be  likely  to  increase  the  symptoms  and  aggravate   rather  than 
cure  the  trouble  ?     This  is  a  sensible  objection,  and  merits  a  careful 
reply.     We  believe  that  such  a  homoeopathic  medicine  does  increase 
the  symptoms  when  given  in  large  or  even  in  appreciable  doses  ;  hence 
ihc  necessity  of  diminishing  the  dose  to  the  minimum  amount,  which 
experience  teaches  will  have  a  curative  effect  upon  the  diseased  organ- 
ism.    But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  first,  that  symptoms  of  disease 
consist  in   the  manifestations  of  nature's  effort  to  relieve  herself  of 
some  poison,  obstruction  or  difficulty,  and  a  slight  increase  of  symptoms 
may  prove  the  turning  point  in  the  malady.     And  second,  every  drug 
has  two  actions,  the  primary  and  the   secondary,  and  if  the  primary 
action  be  to  increase  the  symptoms,  the  secondary  action  will  be  to 
allay  them  and  restore  to  health.     Now  the  primary  action  of  a  minute 
homoeopathic  dose  does  not  perceptibly  increase  the  difiiculty  exper- 
ienced by  a  patient,  and  is  speedily  followed  by  the  secondary  or 
curative  reaction. 

A  second  misapprehension  concerning   homoeopathy,  is,  that  it 
consists  in  administering  infinitesimal  doses  of  medicine,  a  few  pellets 
no  bigger  than  spider's  eggs,  hence  the  appellation  with  which  some  of 
us  are  honored, — "  spider  egg  doctors  " — and  as  the  popular  creed  is 
ihat  **  seeing  is  believing  and  feeling  is  the  naked  truth,'*  it  is  consid- 
ered absurd  to  expect  anything  but  disappointment  from  relying  upon 
medicines  that  are  tasteless  and  invisible.     The  size  of  the  dose  has 
really  nothing  whatever  to  do  directly  with  the  principles  of  homoeo- 
pathy.    A  medicine  may  be  truly  homoeopathic  to  a  disease,  and  the 
presoriber  a  true  homoeopathician,   though  the  dose  be  filthy  to  the 
taste,  disgusting  to  the  eye,  and  weigh  five,  ten  or  twenty  grains.     The 
great  question  is,  Will  the  medicine  to  be  administered  produce  upon 
a  healthy  person  similar  symptoms  to  those  you  wish  to  cure  ?     If  so, 
it  is  homoeopathic  in  whatever  dose,  and  every  practitioner  is  at  full 
liberty  to  administer  as  much  or  as  III  tie  as  he  finds  most  beir  licial. 
Homoeopathic  practitioners  differ  greatly  amongst  themselves  a.^  to  the 
best  potency  or  attenuation  to  be  used  in  a  given  case.     Some  prefer 
the  high,  some  the  low  dilutions  or  triturations.      All,  however,  find 
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that  a  very  minute  dose  is  safer,  more  reliable,  and  more  speedy  in 
producing  curative  effects,  than  a  massive  dose,  even  though  it  be  truly 
indicated  as  the  agent  under  the  new  therapeutic  law.  In  the  Old 
School,  the  quantity  of  medicine  administered  is  being  rapidly  dimin« 
ished  year  by  year,  and  some  practitioners  almost  rival  the  New  School 
in  the  small  amount  of  medicine  thej  employ.  That  minute  doses  can 
and  do  have  a  magnificent  effect,  none  doubt  who  take  the  trouble  to 
experiment ;  and  why  should  one  nauseate  himself  with  bulky  drugs, 
if  a  sufficient  dynamic  influence  to  cure  can  be  concentrated  in  the 
space  of  a  little  sugar  globule,  or  a  sweet  and  pleasant  powder,  that 
can  lie  on  the  point  of  a  penknife.  A  volume  might  be  filled  with 
proofs  in  nature,  every  day  illustrations  of  the  fact  that  the  eye,  the 
ear,  the  nose,  the  mouth  and  some  of  the  more  internal  organs,  are 
influenced  by  infinitesimal  particles  of  matter.  We  propose  to  occupy 
the  space  of  one  tractate  with  such  a  collection  of  facts,  and,  therefore, 
dismiss  the  subject  for  the  present,  reminding  you  that  homoeopathy 
does  not  consist  in  infinitesimal  doses  of  medicine,  and  that  minute 
doses  are  more  rational  than  grosser,  undynamatized,  masses  of  drugs. 
A  third  fallacy  is,  that  the  medicines  of  the  homauypaths  are  reaUy 
inert  J  and  their  cures  are  effected  through  the  power  of  imagination. 
The  homocopathists  must  be  the  most  wonderful  people  under  the  sun. 
Physicians  and  laymen  alike  must  be  endowed  with  powers  surpassing 
far  those  possessed  by  other  mortals  ;  and  strange  to  say,  this  peculiar- 
ity is  possessed  by  all  living  creatures  owned  by  them.  They  have 
most  wonderfully  imaginative  babies,  imaginative  horses,  cows  and 
dogs,  for  all  these,  when  afiSicted  with  disease,  receive  a  few  inert 
pellets  or  powders,  when  their  troublesome  symptoms  pass  away  and 
they  get  well.  Let  us  give  you  a  few  cases.  A  nursing  infant  screams 
out  with  pain,  rolls  and  tosses  about  in  evident  distress  ;  the  little 
pulse  is  running  very  high  ;  the  skin,  dry  and  parched,  quite  burns  one 
when  you  touch  it ;  the  bowels  feel  hard  and  intensely  hot ;  the  little 
knees  are  drawn  up  nearly  to  its  chin,  and  the  breath  is  so  short  and 
labored,  that  tears  roll  down  the  mother*s  cheeks,  expecting  her  little 
one  very  speedily  to  pass  away.  The  father  hurries  off  to  the  nearest 
physician,  who,  on  his  arrival,  gives  two  small  pellets  of  Aconite,  In 
fifteen  minutes  there  is  a  gentle  moisture  on  the  forehead,  then  the 
chest  is  wet  with  perspiration,  the  limbs  are  straightened  out,  and  the 
moaning  ceases.  Is  the  child  dead  ?  Oh  no  !  that  wonderful  power 
of  imagination  wrought  by  the  cunning  doctor  on  the  mind  of  a  six 
months*  old  babe,  made  her  feel  better,  and  she  went  to  sleep.  The 
next  morning  she  was  crowing  and  tugging  at  papa's  whiskers,  as 
though  no  trouble  had  ever  happened.  A  full  grown  man  is  seized 
with  an  epileptic  spasm.  He  has  often  suffered  from  them  before,  but 
this  time  a  homoeopathic  physician  is  called  in,  and  with  a  few  pellets 
administered  occasionally  every  day  for  a  week  or  two,  and  by  the  force 
of  imagination,  the  sufferer  escapes  the  return  of  the  malady  for  years. 

doses 


mind  to  work  upon).  Four  hundred  and  ninety-nine  out  of  the  five  hundred  (hy  the  power  of 
imagination)  convalesoed.  In  Cincinnati,  iu  1^49,  Drs.  Fulte  and  Ehrman  treated  one  tnoufland 
one  nundred  and  sixteen  casea  of  Auiatic  Cholera.    So  powerfully  did  these  gentlemen  act  on  the 


powerfully  did  these  gentl^mei 
imaginjation  of  their  patients  (though  many  of  them  were  insensible)  that  one  thousand  and 
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eighty  got  well.  Blessed  imagination !  What  a  pity  it  is  the  Old  Sdiool  cannot  get  up  some 
wash  a  state  of  mind  on  the  part  of  their  patients,  to  help  the  Calomel  and  Cantharides,  the 
J'alap  and  the  lancet,  and  save  a  few  more  out  of  their  per  centage  of  mortality.  It  would  be 
^TOTtD  while  for  them  to  attend  a  homoeopathic  class  of  psychology,  and  try  and  learn  the  secret. 
3ut  ridicule  apart,  are  not  those  persons  more  credulous  who  believe  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
«f  the  sick  are  cured  through  the  power  of  imagination,  based  on  inert  sugar  pillR,  than  those 
'who  attribute  these  cures  to  the  efficacy  of  the  diviue  law,  appointed  by  a  beneficent  Greater, 
and  iHTOUght  to  light  by  the  learned  and  philosophic  Dr.  Samuel  Hahnemann—**  Similia  simUir 
hueuranturV* 

Again,  it  is  asserted — HomcBopathic  patients  recovery  not  by  any 
virtue  in  tJie  medicine,  but  by  the  influence  of  the  excellent  dietary 
system  always  enforced.  So  true  is  it  that  nature,  unimpeded  in  her 
restorative  efforts  by  improprieties  in  diet,  often  proves  alone  sufficient 
to  raise  to  health  again  those  who  seemed  almost  beyond  hope,  that 
we  should  not  be  surprised  at  this  objection,  coming  from  thoughtful, 
unprofessional  men,  but  we  confess  it  is  a  little  astonishing  that  this 
statement  should  originate  in  the  ranks  of  our  professional  opponents. 
Is  it  true,  then,  gentlemen,  we  would  ask  of  them,  that  it  would  be 
better,  safter  and  easier  a  saving  of  time,  money  and  pain — if  your 
patients  were  to  leave  Blue  mass.  Opium  and  Quinine  alone,  and  trust 
themBelves  to  the  care  of  Dame  Nature  and  Dr.  Common  Sense  ?  We 
heartily  agree  with  you,  that  the  expectant  system,  or  the  do-nothing 
system,  is  far  preferable  to  the  heroic  treatment  of  the  Old  School. 
But  statistics  show,  that  while  nature  will  effect  many  cures,  homoeo- 
pathy will  effect  still  more,  by  gently,  yet  efficiently,  assisting  nature. 
Onr  medicines  are  not  inert,  although  it  is  true  that  in  some  instances 
a  person  in  health  might  take  a  handful  of  medicated  pellets,  without 
suffering  inconvenience.  The  writer  has  in  numerous  instances 
observed  that  drop  doses  of  Aconite,  the  third  decimal  attenuation, 
will,  in  case  of  fever,  reduce  the  pulse  from  two  hundred  beats  per 
minute  to  eighty,  in  less  than  an  hour's  time.  Many  a  time  half  a  dozen 
pellets  of  Colocynthy  sixth  potency,  removed  violent  colic  in  the  abdo- 
men in  fifteen  minutes,  and  we  might,  from  personal  experience, 
multiply  illustrations  by  hundreds.  It  is  rational  to  suppose  that  a 
very  minute  particle  of  medicine,  acting  on  an  inflamed  or  diseased 
surface,  will  produce  powerful  results,  even  though  no  perceptible 
influence  could  be  observed  upon  the  healthy  organism. 

Let  a  man  put  a  drop  of  alcohol  on  his  sound  skin,  and  the  nerves  arc  scarcely 
cmiscious  of  its  presence  ;  but  if  the  epidermis  be  removed  and  the  surface  irritated 
and  inflamed,  that  drop  of  spirit  will  almost  drive  him  to  distraction.  Even  if  it 
could  be  proved  that  homoeopathic  medicines  were  inert,  still,  in  accordance  with 
the  statements  of  the  most  honest  and  observing  allopathic  authorities,  our  patients 
woald  be  no  losers,  and  the  belief  they  would  cherish  in  the  efficacy  of  the  remedies 
employed  would  be  in  favor  of  the  new  practice. 

Once  more.  It  is  asserted  by  some  that  there  is  something  in 
homoeopathy.  The  system  is  suited  for  children,  perhaj)S,  and  chronic 
cases,  but  v)ould  be  utterly  useless  in  acute  diseases,  especially  wfien  the 
patients  wei'e  adults.  That  homoeopathy  is  pre-eminently  adapted  to 
children  is  a  fact.  The  absence  of  occult,  complicated  drug  diseases, 
of  long  standing,  leaves  a  fair  field  for  the  operation  of  specific  rem- 
edies ;  and  most  beautifully  do  the  delicate  organisms  of  children  yield 
to  medicaments  exhibited  even  in  the  two  hundredth  potencies.  But 
amongst  the  multitudes  who  have  sought  the  aid  of  homoeopathy  in 
their  distress;  tens  of  thousands  have  been  men  and  women  of  full 
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growth,  and  they  have  not  been  disappointed,  The  untenable  nature 
of  this  objection  may  bo  proved  any  day,  by  a  visit  ta  any  one  of  the 
four  thousand  offices  of  homoDopathic  physicians  at  present  practicing 
in  the  United  States,  where  you  will  find,  calling,  persons  of  every  age 
and  rank,  and  of  either  sex.  It  is  a  grand,  mistake,  and  the  fruitful 
source  of  many  an  error,  that  medicinal  power  consists  in  bulk,  whereas 
it  consists,  first,  in  natural  adaptation,  and  then  in  separation  from  all 
gross  admixture  or  incrustation.  The  essence,  the  virtue,  of  a  drag, 
is  often  not  reached  until  the  material  particles  are  so  broken  up  as  to 
become  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  By  trituration,  carbonate  of  lime, 
sulphur,  flint,  animal  and  vegetable  charcoal — (all  naturally  almost 
inert) — become  very  powerful  and  unspeakably  important  remedial 
agents.  In  reference  to  the  statement  that  homoeopathy  is  only  adapted 
to  chronic  diseases,  we  would  ask  the  enquirer  to  look  at  the  statistics 
of  our  cures  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  Cholera  Morbus,  Dysentery,  Pneumo- 
nia, Enteritis,  (Inflammation  of  the  bowels,)  Phrenitis  (Inflammation 
of  the  brain,)  Inflammatory  fevers,  &c.,  &c.  They  not  only  compare 
well  with  the  statistics  furnished  by  any  other  practice,  but  our  losses 
by  death  are  many  per  cent,  fewer.  All  medical  men  with  whom  we 
have  ever  conversed,  consider  chronic  diseases  more  difficult  to  cure, 
as  a  rule,  than  acute  attacks,  and  if  a  medicine  will  cure  a  disease 
when  it  has  assumed  a  chronic  form,  the  acute  manifestation  is  gene- 
rally quite  controllable.  The  homoeopaths  find  this  great  advantage  in 
treating  chronic  cases.  They  can  continue  administering  the  same 
remedy  for  weeks,  and  even  months,  without  detriment  to  the  general 
health,  whilst  remedies  given  in  a  crude  state,  and  in  large  doses,  often 
repeated,  would  soon  find  no  organs  to  work  upon  at  all. 

And  lastly.  We  have  known  persons  who.  when  disposed  to  test  homceopathy 
in  their  families  in  time  of  sickness,  were  warned  by  some  sapient  M.  D.,  (who  had 
a  little  before  treated  homoeopathic  sugar  pills  as  worthless  playthings,)  that  th^ 
would  all  most  assuredly  get  poisoned  with  their  Arsenic,  Aconite,  Belladonna,  dec., 
all  of  them  fatal  drugs,  which  none  but  authorized,  thoroughly  educated,  and  rcg- 
ttlar  medical  men,  should  be  permitted  to  haudle.  This  poor  attempt  to  frighten 
the  timid  and  the  credulous  needs  no  serious  reply.  We  would  ask  of  such  a  med- 
ical objector, — Pray,  Doctor,  where  did  you  learn  the  true  pathogenetic  symptoms 
of  unadulterated,  unmixed,  uncompounded  drugs'!  Were  provings  of  poisons  on 
healthy  subjects  ever  instituted  before  Hahnemann  set  the  example  1  Who  is  most 
likely  to  administer  medicines  safely — the  homoeopathist,  who  takes  his  medicine 
himself,  before  giving  them  to  the  sick,  or  the  man  who  merely  gives  a  certain  dose 
because  it  is  according  to  authority  1  Which  is  more  likely  to  prove  poisonous,  the 
ten  thousandth  part  of  a  grain  of  a  single  medicine,  the  properties  of  which  have 
been  fully  tested  in  health  or  disease,  or  a  conglomeration  of  drugs  in  mass,  about 
which  no  man  can  tell  whether  it  has  formed  a  chemical  combination  or  a  mechan- 
ical mixture  1     Let  common  sense  and  common  honesty  decide  the  question. 

We  have  seen  that  the  ordinary  objections  urged  against  homoeopathy  cannot 
stand  the  test  of  reason  and  experience.  The  spirit  that  prompts  them  is  like  the 
animus  contained  in  the  lines — 

**  I  do  not  like  thee,  Doctor  Fell ; 
The  reason  why,  I  cannot  tell ; 
But  this  I  surely  know  full  well, 
I  do  not  like  thee.  Dr.  Fell," 

Again  we  say,  prove  Homceopathy  by  the  fair  test  of  experiment,  and  if  the 
system  should  be  found  weak,  or  even  false,  you  will  have  suffered  no  harm.  If 
you  prove  it  and  find  it  true  and  beneficent,  you  will  be  saved  the  condemnation  of 
having  thoughtlessly  and  recklessly  trodden  under  foot  a  boon  from  heaven. 
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MEBICAI.  ETHICS. 


BT   LEWIS  BARNES,   M.   J).* 


The  term  ethics  is  from  the  Greek  ethos, ond  signifies  sim^l  j  manners. 
Medical  Ethics  is,  therefore,  medical  manners.  It  relates  to  the  style 
of  behavior  that  should  be  adobted  by  medical  men. 

A  physician's  behavior  should  correspond  with  the  nature  of  his 
profession,  just  as  that  of  a  lawyer  or  Christian  minister  should  accord 
with  his  particular  calling.  Now  the  physician  is  a  healer.  The  animus 
or  spirit  of  his  art  is  to  remove  the  physical  and  vital  distress  and  tor- 
ment of  his  patient  as  well  as  to  soothe  the  pain,  irascibility,  or  insanity 
into  which  he  may  be  goaded.  This  demands  that  he  should  be  gentle 
where  others  are  violent,  self-possessed  and  calm  where  others  are  fran- 
tic, and  wise  where  they  are  foolish.  He  must  be  prepared  to  bear 
with  the  whims  and  reproaches,  as  well  as  to  receive  the  occasional 
gratitude  of  sick  men  ;  otherwise  he  will  lose  his  influence,  and 
conseqnently  much  of  his  power  to  heal. 

He  must  sacredly  keep  to  himself  all  knowledge  of  deformities, 
either  mental  or  physical,  all  family  distresses  or  skeletons  of  sorrow, 
«nd  all  unpleasant  secrets  which  come  to  him  through  his  professional 
intercourse. 

And  he  should  see  to  it  that  no  man  or  woman  or  girl  is  left  lens 
devoted  or  pure  in  mind  or  body  in  consequence  of  anything  that  has 
eome  from  him  under  color  of^  medical  advice  or  treatment.  It  would 
be  a  sad  exchange  for  the  patient  if  he  should  impart  moral  in  place 
of  the  physical  disease  he  is  called  to  eradicate.  If  he  has  relatives 
or  a  family  of  his  own,  let  him  observe  the  line  of  conduct  which  he 
sees  another  man  should  pursue,  under  like  circumstances,  in  relation' 
to  them. 

Again :  Physicians,  like  Christians,  should  respect  and  love  one 
another.  But  here  is  a  point  of  especial  failure.  We  are  so  often 
erossing  each  other's  path,  and  our  pecuniary  interests  are  coming  in  at 
least  apparent  contact,  that  the  temptation  to  hostility  of  feeling  and 
expression  is  very  great.  It  has  been  said  too  truthfully,  and  to  our 
shame,  that  doctors  are  forever  quareling.  It  is  unchristian,  unprofes- 
sional, and  unnecessary.  It  is  unchristian,  because  wrangling  and  ha- 
tred are  contrary  to  the  kind  and  peaceful  spirit  of  heaven.  It  is  unpro- 
fessional, from  the  fact  that  the  animus  of  our  calling  leads  to  self- 
control,  patience  with  disorder,  and  the  healing  and  soothing  of  all 

*  Bead  before  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  at  the  Urst  Annual  Meeting,  June 
11,1161. 
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sorts  of  distemper.  If  we  contend  with  our  brethren,  the  healers,  and 
thus  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  paralyze  their  hand,  do  we  not  thereby 
retard  the  work  which  it  is  their  business  as  well  as  ours  to  promote  ?" 
This  unkindness  and  want  of  mutual  regard  is  unnecessary,  because  there 
is  nothing  in  our  profession  which  requires  us  to  lay  aside  our  Chris- 
tian character  for  the  most  effectual  prosecution  of  our  work.  Thisis^ 
the  more  utterly  inexcusable  in  Homoeopathic  doctors,  from  the  fact 
that  the  field  is  wide  enough  to  give  full  employment  to  all  our  ener- 
gies without  turning  against  each  other.  If  we  have  a  taste  for  war- 
fare, we  may  obtain  any  amount  of  it  from  the  outside  of  our  ranks. 
The  old  would-be  regulars,  with  all  their  subordinate  crew,  are  always 
ready  to  attack  us  at  every  available  or  unavailable  point.  We  should, 
therefore,  reserve  our  warlike  energies  for  defense  and  we  need  not  go 
out  of  our  way  to  attack  even  them.  If  we  simply  inculcate  the  true 
art  of  healing,  and  defend  it  against  its  enemies,  we  shall,  doubtless^ 
have  enough  to  do  to  satisfy  the  most  belligerent.  And  if  we  work  in 
harmony  with  each  other,  we  shall  of  course  be  the  stronger  for  advanc- 
ing our  great  enterprise. 

But  here  is  a  question  :  Suppose  my  neighboring  practitioner  is  so 
inexpressibly  mean  that  he  is  perfectly  unendurable  ?  In  that  case 
there  will  be  all  the  more  merit  in  treating  him  decently.  It  requires 
no  effort  to  treat  a  gentleman  in  a  gentlemanly  way,  provided  you  are 
disposed  to  be  a  gentleman  yourself.  If  you  succeed,  however,  in  be- 
ing a  gentleman  under  the  stinging  provocation  of  meanness,  you  rise 
to  the  height  of  sublimity.  All  that  see  it  are  disposed  to  wonder 
and  admire. 

But  if  you  wrangle  with  your  professional  brother,  is  it  quite  certain 
4hat  the  fault  is  altogether  on  his  side?  He  doubtless  feels  that  it  is 
chiefly  on  yours.  Indeed  he  is  as  sure  of  ifc  as  you  are  of  the  contrary. 
May  it  not  be  about  equally  divided  ?  I  believe  your  disinterested 
brethren  all  think  so,  not  from  any  thing  that  I  know  with  regard  to 
your  special  case,  for  I  claim  to  \x\ow  nothing  of  this,  but  from  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  so  in  relation  to  every  case  I  have  ever  known  in 
any  school  of  practice.  Let  me  also  appeal  to  your  own  knowledge. 
When  yon  have  observed  such  disagreements  between  others,  have  you 
not  been  satisfied  that  they  have  been  more  or  less,  if  not  ^-^wa/Zy,  at 
fault  on  both  sides.  Perhaps  it  may  be  so  in  your  case,  or  in  mine» 
Let  every  one,  therefore  purge  himself  from  blame  before  he  throws 
another  stone  at  his  neighbor,  and  there  will  probably  be  no  more 
stones  thrown. 

But  there  is  an  indirect  or  covert  way  in  which  physicians  seek  to 
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undermine  arid  injure  one  another.  The  old  practitioner  speaks  of 
the  younger  man  in  a  sort  of  patronizing  way,  as  one  who  is  quite 
promising,  and  who  probably  will  make  a  good  physician  in  time  ;  but 
says  it  in  such  a  style  and  tone  of  voice  as  to  leave  a  decided  impres- 
sion that  he  is  not  yet  such  a  man  as  really  ought  to  be  trusted  with  the 
health  and  life  of  the  people.  The  younger  man,  on  the  other  hand, 
speaks  of  the  old  practitioner  as  one  who  has  been  a  fine  physician 
in  his  day,  but  fears  that  he  does  not  now  keep  himself  quite  '*  posted" 
with  regard  to  the  advance  of  medical  science,  and  the  changes  which 
disease  is  undergoing.  Now,  this  is  ungenerous  on  both  sides,  and  is 
more  likly  to  be  false  than  true,  for  the  ambition  and  industry  of  the 
young  man  generally  urge  him  to  such  investigations  as  prepare  him 
to  do  his  work  well,  and  the  older  man,  unless  in  his  dotage,  is  usually 
alive  to  all  that  pertains  to  a  profession  which  has  become  a  second 
nature.  But  whether  those  alleged  disabilities  be  so  or  not,  the  phy- 
sician is  the  last  man  that  should  be  talking  about  them.  The  people 
will  more  readily  discover  such  things  without  than  with  his  assistance, 
for  he  is  always  regarded  as  an  interested  and  prejudiced  party. 

One  thing  more  :  When  a  physician  is  called  in  consultation  he  may 
appear  to  consider  himself  under  a  sort  of  professional  obligation  to 
speak  respectfully  of  the  attending  physician's  previous  treatment  of 
the  case,  but  often  cannot  resist  his  propensity  to  drop  a  remark,  or 
indicate  in  some  way  to  the  patient  or  family  that  he  is  himself  a  man 
of  superior  judgment  or  skill,  and  could  probably  have  managed  the  case 
better.  Who  of  you  has  not  observed  this  ?  And  who  does  not  know 
that  it  is  unprofessional  and  unmaly  ?  If  be  really  and  honestly  thinks 
the  treatment  has  not  been  proper,  or  the  best,  let  him  say  so  clearly 
and  kindly,  to  his  professional  brother.  Let  him  explain  wherein,  and 
why  ;  and  advise  him  of  what  he  thinks  the  proper  course.  It  is  his 
duty  to  do  this,  not  from  a  supposition  that  his  judgment  is  better  than 
that  of  the  attendant,  but  from  the  fact  that,  such  as  it  is,  it  has  been 
called  for  by  the  parties  interested,  and  paid  for,  usually  at  a  good 
round  price.  Common  honesty  requires  that  those  who  pay  for  his 
opinion  and  counsel  shall  receive  full  benefit  of  their  purchase.  If 
after  an  honest  exchange  of  thought,  the  physicians  cjinnot  agree  as  to 
what  should  be  the  future  treatment,  let  them  state  the  fact  to  the  patient 
or  friends,  leaving  them  in  the  most  perfect  freedom  to  adopt  that  which 
they  prefer.  There  need  be  no  hard  words,  or  unkind  feelings,  on 
either  side.  If  either  party  thinks,  as  one  to  the  other  must,  that  the 
family  has  not  chosen  wisely,  he  may  feel  that  he  has  done  his  duty^ 
and  is  not  responsible  for  damage  that  may  result.    But  if  the  counsel- 
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ing  physcian  is  satisfied  that  the  patient  has  been  well  and  skillfallj 
treated,  let  him  say  so,  and  neither  say  nor  do  what  would  tend  to  dis- 
parage his  professional  brother  in  any  way.  Let  him  rather  strive  to 
increase  the  confidence  between  him  and  his  patrons.  This  is  in  the 
perfect  sense  human. 


llatmatg. 


For  the  American  Homeopathic  ObMirer  i 
TBITUBATED    TINCTXJBES. 


BY  THOMAS  NICHOL,   X.   D.,   BELLEYILLB,  C.   W. 


Mr.  Yeldham,  Surgeon  to  the  London  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  has 
written  an  excellent  paper,  which  originally  appeared  in  the  British 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  different  modes 
of  administering  homoeopathic  medicines,  with  a  view  to  the  disuse  of 
the  globule,"  and  his  conclusions  are  as  follows  : 

**  That  the  use  of  the  globule  leads  to  a  slovenly  and   careless 
mode  of  practice  ;  that  it  has  earned  for  our  physicians  the  greater 
part  of  the  abuse  and  ridicule  which  has  been  heaped  upon  them 
and,  finally,  that  the  globule  constitutes  the  most  insuperable  barrier 
to  the  reception  of  homoeopathic  doctrines." 

Mr.  Yeldham  wishes  to  see  the  globule  superseded  by  the  pilule, 
which  has  really  gained  ground  very  rapidly  amongst  our  English 
brethren.  For  a  number  of  years  I  have  neither  used  globules  nor 
pilules,  and  very  seldom  tinctures  or  dilutions,  and  have  confined 
myself  to  a  kind  of  preparation  which  I  much  prefer  to  all  others. 
I  take  a  quantity  of  Sugar  of  milk,  say  four  hundred  to  five  hundred 
grains,  place  it  in  a  mortar,  and  pour  on  it  sufficient  tincture,  say 
eighty  to  one  hundred  drops,  to  saturate  it  completely.  I  then  trit- 
urate this  steadily  for  one  hour,  observing  the  old  Hahnemannian 
rule — "  triturate  six,  scrape  four  " — and  when  completed,  bottle  and 

put  away  for  use.  The  attenuations  may  be  prepared  from  this  prep- 
aration, which  is  a  trituration  of  the  mother  tincture,  or  they  maj 
be  carried  up  with  alcohol  in  the  usual  manner,  and  then  triturated 
as  above.  From  a  very  extensive  use  of  remedies  prepared  in  this 
manner,  I  feel  satisfied  that  it  is  superior  to  all  others,  while  there  is 
a  rational,  professional  look  about  such  a  powder,  that  is  not  possessed 
by  the  pilule,  and  still  less  by  the  globule. 

[In  making  these  triturations  with  tinctures,  we  have  adhered  to 
the  decimal  scale,  adding  ten  drops  of  tincture  to  each  ninety  grains 
of  pure  Sac,  lac,] 
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<^THE   UNITED  STATES  HOMOSOPATHIC    DISPENSATORY. 


?> 


We  need  an  "  American  Homoeopathic  Pharm^acopaeia.*'  It  is 
estimated  that  we  have  some  4000  American  Homoeopathic  physicians 
and  we  think  that  it  is  not  right  that  they  should  be  depending  upon 
foreign  works  on  pharmacy,  which  do  not  refer  to  our  valuable  indig- 
enous remedies  ;  which  are  in  other  particulars  very  incomplete,  and 
which  often  mislead  the  practitioner  by  erroneous  statements. 

The  work  of  Professor  Hempel,  published  in  1850,  was  compiled 
from  those  of  Drs.  Jahr,  Buchner  and  Gruner,  and  translated  with 
the  care  and  zeal  which  characterises  Dr.  HempePs  labors:  This 
book  has  been  the  principal  guide  of  our  homoeopathic  physicians  and 
pharmaceutists  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  and  although  it  may  have 
been  all  that  was  required  in  1850,  and  we  must  still  say  it  possesses 
many  meritorious  features,  yet  it  is  not  at  all  adequate  to  our  needs 
at  this  time.  This  is  so  well  known  and  felt  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  enter  into  any  argument  to  prove  the  truthfulness  of  the  assertion. 
We  will  merely  name  the  fact  that  several  hundred  new  remedies 
have  been  introduced  since  the  publication  of  the  work  above  referred 
to,  and  many  improved  pharmaceutical  processes  discovered. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Prof.  Hempel's  compilatioD,Mr.  Gruner 
published  at  Leipzic  (1855)  his  new  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia.  No 
translation  of  this  work  has  been  made  in  this  country,  and  but  few 
of  the  European  copies  are  to  be  found  among  our  physicians.  We 
regard  Mr.  Gniner's  work  with  great  respect,  and  in  years  past  relied 
much  upon  his  fidelity  in  the  preparation  of  homoeopathic  tinctures, 
&o.  There  arc  some  matters,  however,  which  are  justl}'^  obnoxious  to 
severe  criticism. 

On  page  133  of  his  book,  article  ''Lobelia,"  you  will  find  a  descrip- 
tion of  our  Indian-tobacco  plant.  Lobelia  inflatay  and  the  following  infor. 
mation  given  to  the  German  profession : — "  They  [the  leaves]  occur  in 
trade,  in  pieces,  and  mixed  with  the  cut  stems,  compressed  into  oblong 
cakes,  and  deserve,  in  this  state,  as  coming  from  their  natural  place, 
the  preference  before  the  fresh  plant,  to  be  got  from  gardens.  After 
Rule  3d  (maceration)  we  prepare  from  them  a  tincture  of  a  yellow- 
green  color."  How  is  this,  Mr.  Gruner  ?  Were  the  provings  of 
Lobelia  made  from  old  dried  herb  ?  Will  you  please  explain  how  it 
is  that  when  our  physicians  are  so  well  satisfied  of  the  superior  efficacy 
of  tinctures  prepared  from  fresh  plants,  and  you  concur  in  their  judg 
ment,  that  you  can  recommend  tincture  of  Lobelia  to  be  prepared 
firom  the  old  dried  herb  as  compressed  by  the  Shakers.     Impure  and 

10 
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,  inefficacious,  dried  in  rooms  with  hundreds  of  others,  receiving  and 
imparting  the  medical  properties  of  each  other,  how  can  the  tincture 
thus  prepared  be  good  enough  to  receive  the  brand  of  Carl  Ernst 
Gruner  ?  Why  may  not  Mr.  Gruner  just  as  well  import  from  us  the 
fresh  tinctures  of  American  indigenous  remedies  as  he  can  export  to 
us  his  preparations.  Are  our  physicians  to  remain  under  the  delusion 
that  aU  the  German  tinctures  are  superior  to  the  American  ? 

Although  satisfied  that  in  some  respects  Mr.  Gruner's  work  is 
subject  to  censure,  ijb  is  probably  the  best  work  on  Homoeopathic 
Pharmacy  now  extant.  If  we  had  leisure,  we  should  make  compari- 
sons between  his  work  and  the  others,  and  show  the  points  wherein 
the  superiority  consists,  but  we  cannot  enter  upon  this  now.  We  will 
refer  however  to  one  article,  that  of  Bromine, 

On  page  211  of  Dr.  HempePs  edition  of  Jahr,  Buchner  and  Gru- 
ner, the  article  on  Bromine  ends :  '^  We  prepare  the  attenuations  with 
strong  akohoV* 

Page  70  Gruner's  Pharmacopoeia :  **  For  medicinal  use,  watered 
spirit  of  wine  serves  as  a  dissolvent,  in  the  known  proportion,  but  the 
two  first  attenuations  are  easily  decomposable."  You  will  observe 
that  in  the  only'Pharmacopoeia  to  which  our  physicians  have  had  ready 
access,  strong  alcohol  is  directed  for  the  dilutions  of  Bromine,  and 
no  hint  given  that  these  cannot  be  preserved,  that  they  are  unfit  for 
use  when  a  few  days  old,  that  dilute  alcohol  is  a  better  solvent,  that 
Bromine  is  slightly  soluble  in  distilled  water,  that  Ammonia  is  [an 
antidote  to  bromine ;  and  yet,  who  will  say  that  these  facts  are  not 
important  and  of  consequence  to  every  physician  who  undertakes  to 
use  the  drug  at  all  ? 

Dr.  Peterson  is  now  engaged  in   preparing   a  homoeopathic  dis 
pensatory,  and  we  have  also  bestowed   some  considerable  time  on  a 
similar  work.     It  is  very  likely  that  our  labors  will  be  combined  and 
a  very  comprehensive  and  accurate  work  published  within  the  year. 

Contributions  from  our  physicians,  on  any  subject  relating  to  hom- 
oeopathic pharmacy  will  be  very  acceptable  to  us,  and  due  credit  shall 
be  given  in  the  work  to  each  contributor. 


•  ♦  • 


Difference  in  Price. — Messrs.  Willmer  &  Rogers,  of  New 
York,  offers  to  furnish  the  British  Journal  of  Homcsopathy  at  $12 
per  year.  We  take  subscribers  at  one  half  this  sum  ($6)  and  give 
the  Observer  free. 

•  The  London  Lancet  is  now  supplied  to  American  subscribers  at  $18 
per  annum.  Homoeopathic  physicians  would  esteem  it  dear  at  one 
tenth  the  price  ($1.80). 
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BSVIEW     OF     THE     SeCOND    VoLUME     OF     THE     TRANSACTIONS    OP     THE 

HoM(EoPATHic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  op  New    York. 

By  Charles  J.  Hempel,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Editor  : — I  have  read  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction  the 
seoond  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  year  1864,  and  heg  leave 
to  publish,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal,  a  few  impressions 
which  the  perusal  of  those  highly  instructive  and  interesting  papers 
has  made  upon  my  mind.  Such  an  interchauge  of  opinions  cannot 
but  be  useful  to  the  advancement  of  our  cause. 


Doctor  Carroll  Dunham's  Essays  are  written  with  all  the 
terseness  and  logical  consistency  of  an  accomplished  scholar.  He 
pays  all  proper  attention  to  style,  a  compliment  which  unfortunately 
cannot  be  paid  to  every  physician  of  our  school.  His  article  entitled 
"Relation  of  Patliology  to  Therapeutics,'*  embodies  much  food  for 
thought,  and  should  be  carefully  pondered  by  every  physician  who 
may  have  access  to  this  volume. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  praise  of  the  Doctor's  well  written 
paper,  I  am  nevertheless,  although  reluctantly,  compelled  to  dissent 
from  the  conclusions  he  arrives  at.  It  is  evident  to  my  mind,  that 
the  Doctor  cannot  yet  muster  courage  to  cut  loose  from  the  leading- 
strings  of  his  homoeopathic  childhood.  I  am  fully  prepared  to  do 
jostice  to  his  respect  for  the  memory  and  the  original  teachings  of  Hah- 
nemann. I  have  gone  through  the  same  struggle  which  the  Doctor 
is  evidently  going  through,  as  he  progresses  in  his  investigation  of 
the  true  meaning  of  the  homoeopathic  law,  and  which  awaits  every 
truly  philosopical  inquirer  of  our  school ;  and  I  know  from  long  and 
bitter  experience,  how  painful  it  is  to  go  beyond  Hahnemann  in  the 
cultivation  of  homoeopathic  science.  Yet  this  has  to  be  done,  and  it 
is  well  that  it  should  be  done  in  a  liberal  and  respectful  spirit. 

The  subject  of  which  the  Doctor's  article  treats,  has  engaged  my 
attention  for  years  past,  with  more  than  ordinary  interest,  and  it  was 
with  the  liveliest  expectation  of  meeting  a  kindred  spirit  on  the  same 
shores  of  the  boundless  ocean,  where  a  few  of  us  have  been,  and  are 
still  wandering  in  search  of  a  few  grains  of  the  infinite  of  truth,  that 
I  began  the  perusal  of  his  paper.  I  was  doomed  to  disappointment. 
A  little  more  consistency,  or  perhaps  a  little  more  boldness,  would 
have  led  the  Doctor  where  he  will  have  to  go,  or  else  he  will  have  to 
remain  a  stunted  homoeopath,  in  spite  of  his  fine  acquirements  and 
his  naturally  gifted  mind. 

The  Doctor  will  pardon  me  if  I  accuse  him  of  a  certain  degree  of 
unfairness  in  thus  disappointing  an  honest  reader.  His  premises 
haying  been  so  correctly  stated,  why  must  he  prostrate  himself  before 
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the  ideological  spook  of  total-symptomism,  instead  of  looking  up  to 
the  generalization,  which  alone  gives  life  to  the  Hahnemannian 
formula,  Similia  simUibits  curantur  ? 

According  to  the  Doctor's  statements,  life  is  a  force,  a  power. 

Be  the  nature  of  this  force  or  power  what  it  may,  I  accept  this 
general  proposition  as  correct. 

**  The  functions  of  healthy  organs,"  writes  the  Doctor,  page  45, 
**  and  the  tissues  of  the  healthy  hody,  which  are  respectively  the 
subjects  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  are  not  life,  but  only  resiUts  of 
life.*' 

I  accept  this  second  general  proposition  as  correct.  These  two 
general  propositions  enable  the  Doctor  to  prepare  the  way  for  his 
theory  of  homoeopathy. 

Life  being  a  force  or  power,  "  the  ultimate  and  essential phenoffi' 
ena  of  which  is  the  action  of  the  cell-wall,"  (See  page  44.)  what 
now  is  diseased? 

According  to  the  Doctor,  "  it  is  an  abnormal  exercise  of  the  vital 
power  inherent  in  the  cell."     (See  page  45.) 

If  we  now  ask  the  question  :  By  what  signs  do  we  recognize  the 
evidence  of  disease  ?  the  Doctor  answers,  page  45  : 

"  As  we  recognize  the  evidence  of  the  vital  power  in  the  healthy 
cell  only  through  its  action  and  its  result,  viz.:  the  function  of  secre- 
tion and  the  substance  secreted,  so  we  recognize  disease,  which  is  an 
abnormal  exercise  of  this  power,  only  through  its  action,  viz.:  the 
perverted  function,  and  through  its  result,  viz :  an  abnormal  secretion.'* 

A  little  further  on  the  Doctor  argues : 

"  As,  therefore,  Physiology  concerns  herself  with  the  results  of 
life,  so  does  Pathology  take  cognizance  of  the  results  of  disease.  For 
it  must  be  repeated,  that  as  the  functions  of  healthy  organs,  and  the 
tissues  of  the  healthy  body,  which  are  respectively  the  subjects  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  are  not  life,  but  only  the  results  of  life,  so 
the  abnormal  functions  and  the  altered  tissues  of  the  diseased  body, 
which  are  respectively  the  subjects  of  the  science  of  Pathology  and 
Pathological  Anatomy,  are  not  disease  itself,  but  only  the  results  of 
disease." 

Having  established  these  preliminaries,  the  Doctor  now  enters 
upon  the  most  important  part  of  his  argument — Therapeutics — and 
shows,  page  50,  that  "  a  curative  treatment  must  address  itself  directly 
to  the  cell-wall,  which  is  the  ultimate  seat  of  disease."  "  And," 
argues  the  Doctor,  **  every  method  which  is  directed  to  the  results  of 
disease,  which  are  the  proper  subjects  of  Pathology  and  Pathological 
Anatomy,  must,  of  necessity,  be  a  palliative  method." 

Doctor,  you  must  pardon  me  if  I  apply  to  you  the  words  of  the 
old  Proconsul,  ^^Muck  learning  hath  made  thee  mad,*'  Do  not 
you  see  that  your  style  of  argument  knocks  the  breath  out  of  our 
system  as  taught  by  Hahnemann  ?  Hahnemann  condemns  every 
effort  to  arrive  at  a  more  rational  knowledge  of  disease.  All  we  can 
ever  know  of  disease,  are  its  perceptible  phenomena,  its  symptoms, 
or  what  yon  are  plieased  to  call  its  results.    Viewing  homoeopathy 
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from  the  stand-point  of  your  own  definitions,  you  make  it  b. palliative, 
not  a  curative  method.  In  order  to  elevate  homoeopathy  to  the  rank 
of  a  curative  method,  we  have,  as  you  correctly  state  it,  to  discover 
re-agents  which  act  directly  upon  the  inherent  powers  of  the  cell- 
wall,  and,  by  experiments  upon  the  healthy,  to  determine  precisely 
the  limits  and  direction  of  their  action.  "This  koowledge,**  say  you, 
'*  is  rendered  possible  and  exact  by  the  science  of  Pathology,  which 
enables  us  to  trace  out  and  analyze  the  residts  of  intentionally 
induced  abnormal  cell-action,  just  as  it  does  those  of  accidental 
disease.*'  And  you  continue,  "  It  follows  clearly,  from  all  that  has 
been  said,  that  the  application  of  specific  drugs  which  have  a  direct 
action  upon  the  cell-wall,  whose  inherent  powers  are  acting  abnor- 
mally under  the  influence  of  disease,  is  the  only  direct  and  radical 
method  of  curing  disease." 

Now,  if  the  Doctor  will  permit  me  to  point  out  to  him  the  scope 
of  his  own  reasonings,  he  cannot  fail  to  have  observed  that  a  drug, 
in  order  to  be  specifically  homoeopathic  to. a  disease,  must  impress  the 
organism  from  the  same  primary  cell,  that  served  as  a  starting-point 
to  l^e  pathological  disturbance. 

This  is  the  problem  :  A  disease  being  given,  to  discover  a  remedy 
that  shall  meet  it  jat  its  beginning,  its  initial  point,  in  the  cell. 

We  solve  this  problem  by  proving  drugs  upon  the  healthy.  A 
remedial  agent  that  shall  meet  the  morbid  process  at  its  initial  point, 
in  the  primary  cell,  will  necessarily  wipe  out  all  the  symptoms 
evolved  from  this  beginning  of  the  series.  In  proportion  as  this 
cellular  relationship  between  drugs  and  diseases  is  revealed  to  us  by 
provings  and  clinical  observation,  homoeopathy  becomes  a  demonstrated 
science;  until  then  it  remains  more  or  less  a  truth  of  the  pure 
reason.  I  do  not  believe  the  '*  grand  old  master  "  would  thank  the 
Doctor  for  trying  to  keep  homoeopathy  confined  to  the  swaddling 
clothes  of  its  infancy,  which  he  attempts  to  do,  when,  after  enuncia- 
ting a  series  of  scientifically-correct  generalizations  about  the  objects 
and  tendencies  of  Physiology  and  Pathology,  he  relapses  into  the  old 
humdrum  twaddle  about  **  totality  of  the  symptoms,"  and  sneers  at 
the  perfectly  legitimate  efforts  of  those  who,  with  more  consistency 
than  himself,  dare  to  infuse  the  breath  of  life  into  a  formula  which 
has  hitherto  served  as  a  basis  to  a  dreary  and  mechanical  symptom- 
ism,  and  has  been  a  stumbling-block  to  a  number  of  the  best  thinkers 
of  our  school.  We  are  indebted  to  the  recent  discoveries  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathology  for  a  knowledge  of  the  true  meaning  of  our  law. 
Similarity,  simile,  are  mere  terms  which  had  to  be  quickened  into 
living  truths  by  the  microscope.  We  now  know  that  all  life  begins 
in  the  cell ;  that  the  morbid  process  has  its  beginning  in  the  cell,  a 
legitimate  inference  from  which  primordial  facts  undoubtedly  is,  that 
all  therapeutic  action  must  have  a  similar  beginning. 

Thus  far  the  Doctor,  the  writer,  and  all  other  philosophical 
inquirers  of  the  homoeopathic  school  at  the  present  time  are  agreed. 
And  they  are  likewise  agreed,  that  it  is  through  provings  instituted 
upon  healthy  persons,  that  we  determine  in  the  only  reliable  manner 
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now  known  to  science,  the  agent  that  has  power  to  affect  the  cell-wall 
similarly  to  the  action  of  the  morbific  force,  and  is  consequently 
endowed  with  a  specific  power  of  neutralizing  this  morbid  action. 
The  object  of  our  provings  is  not  to  discover  symptoms,  but  to  deter- 
mine the  initial  point  of  drug-action  in  the  cell.  The  unfolding  of 
symptoms  is  a  means  to  this  higher  end,  and,  although  of  paramount 
importance  to  the  attainment  of  this  end,  yet  is  subordinate  to  it.  It 
is  because  this  means  has  been  made  the  end,  that  our  Materia  Med- 
ica  has  been  flooded  with  a  mass  of  worthless  symptoms,  which  have 
subserved  no  better  purpose  than  to  bring  disgrace  and  derision  upon 
our  cause.  If  the  beginning  of  the  pathological  series  in  the  cell  be 
known,  and  we  have  likewise  determined  by  experimentation  upon 
the  healthy,  what  pathogenetic  series  take"^  its  starting-point  from  the 
same  cell,  it  is  plain  that  the  pathological  series  being  known  to  its 
ultimate  developments  in  the  tissues,  the  pathogenetic  series  can  be 
completed  by  a  process  of  inductive  reasoning.  If,  as  the  Doctor 
argues,  page  51,  "  like  effects  aae  produced  by  similar  causes,"  it  is 
plain  that  there  is  no  necessity,  for  the  sake  of  total-symptomism,  of 
reproducing  every  link  in  the  great  chain  of  pathological  phenomena. 
We  have  a  logical  right  to  take  it  for  granted,  that,  if  the  drug  could 
be  introduced  into  the  organism  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  for  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time,  a  perfect  counterpart  of  the  pathological  series 
could  be  reproduced  experimentally ;  and,  without  carrying  our 
provings  to  this  extreme,  we  administer  the  drug  in  the  confident 
expectation  of  restoring  the  disturbed  organism  to  its  normal  condi- 
tion. It  is  thus  that  by  pure  experiment  and  clinical  confirmation 
of  its  correctness,  we  gradually  build  up  the  noble  structure  of  Med- 
ical Science. 

Hahnemann  has  done  his  share  towards  this  great  work.  He  has 
laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  edifice.  He  has  had  the  first  glimpse  of 
the  law  that  is  to  harmonize  diseases  and  drugs  by  the  bond  of  typical 
or  correspondential  affinity.  Bj  both  precept  and  example  he  has 
pointed  out  the  road  of  pure  experiment,  which  will  enable  us  to 
determine  in  any  given  case  of  disease,  its  specific  remedial  type, 
counterpart,  or,  as  the  Doctor  terms  it,  re-agent.  But  the  work  has 
only  been  commenced  by  Hahnemann  ;  the  super-structure  has  to  be 
completed  by  his  followers.  In  Hahnemann's  system,  similarity  and 
simile  are  ideological  terms  which  the  modern  discoveries  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathology  have  converted  into  demonstrated  fiicts  and 
living  truths.  How  much  better  it  is  to  frankly  and  manfully  admit 
the  fallacies  in  Hahnemann's  personal  teachings,  than  to  chain  the 
eternal  science,  with  its  boundless  treasures  and  infinite  generaliza- 
tions, to  his  triumphal  car.  Hahnemann  had  no  full  perception  of 
the  pathological  series.  Nor  would  have  the  pathological  series  a 
definite  meaning  to  us  more  advanced  students  of  the  complex  fact  of  . 
life,  except  as  contrasted  with  the  physiological  series.  In  spite  of 
the  Doctor's  ipse  dixity  the  science  of  therapeutics  must  be  based 
upon  a  knowledge  of  the  physiologico-pathological  series  of  phenom- 
ena.     Without   the   physiological   or   normal   manifestations  of  the 
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life-force,  there  could  not  be  any  pathological  or  abnormal  phenomena. 
And  further,  the  pathogenetic  series  would  be  without  use  or  meaning, 
if  it  could  not  be  referred  to  some  phjsiologico-pathological  tableau 
of  phenomena.  It  is  in  this  sense  that  Pathology  serves  as  a  basis  to 
therapeutics.  The  Doctor  has  wasted  his  generous  indignation  to 
Tery  little  purpose.         ******* 

I  have  not  offered  these  remarks  in  the  expectation  of  converting 
the  Doctor  to  my  own  perception  of  the  homoeopathic  law,  but  simply 
with  a  view  of  showing  how,  even  an  otherwise  gifted  mind,  and  an 
enthusiastic  and  honest  partisan  of  our  faith,  may  be  unconsciously 
led  backwards  from  the  most  progressive  premises,  to  an  unyielding 
conservatism,  which  is  destructive  of  all  truth.  The  tenacity  with 
which  gentlemen  of  the  Doctor's  turn  of  mind  cling  to  the  theory  of 
the  so-called  high  potencies,  affords  another  illustration  of  the  one-, 
sidedness  of  their  opinions  and  doctrines. 

In  the  fifth  article  of  the  Transactions,  entitled,  *•  On  the  use  of 
high  potencies  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick"  the  Doctor  winds  up 
an  otherwise  well  written  and  logically-arranged  paper  with  a  childish 
and  unscientific  fiing  at  Doctor  Arnold's  brilliant  9ures  with  massive 
doses.  Why  not  accept  the  clinical  evidences  of  such  a  careful  and 
eminently  philosophical  observer  as  Arnold,  with  the  same  frankness 
as  the  partisans  of  the  high  dilution-theory  expect  their  statements 
and  reasonings  to  be  received  by  those  who  may  feel  disposed  to 
doubt  their  correctness  ?  Would  it  not  be  wise  on  the  part  of  these 
gentlemen  to  be  less  positive  regarding  the  universality  of  the  cura- 
tive powers  of  high  potencies  ?  Personally,  I  believe  that  these 
potencies  are  endowed  with  curative  power.  I  assert  that  I  and 
others  have  effected  brilliant  cures  by  means  of  them.  But  I  like- 
wise assert  that  in  many  cases  it  would  be  unwise,  and  unjust  to  the 
patient,  to  prefer  the  higher  to  the  lower,  or  even  lowest  preparations 
of  a  drug.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Doctor  has  cured  erysipelas 
with  the  higher  potencies ;  I,  on  the  other  hand,  afcm  that  I  have 
cured  erysipelas  with  the  lower  potencies,  and  even  with  the  tinctures 
of  Belladonna  and  Aconite,  far  more  speedily  than  I  have  ever  been 
able  to  do  by  means  of  the  higher  or  even  middle  potencies  of  these 
agents.  When  Listen,  whose  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  great 
virtues  of  Aconite  and  Belladonna  in  erysipelas,  effected  such 
rapid  and  permanent  cures  of  erysipelas  of  the  scalp  and  extremities 
by  means  of  a  grain  of  the  extract  of  Belladonna  and  Aconite  dis- 
solved in  sixteen  ounces  of  water,  shall  we  not  hail  such  results  as 
evidences  of  the  truth  of  our  law  of  cure  ?  Doctor  Quin  seems  to 
have  been  very  well  satisfied  with  these  results,  as  may  be  inferred 
from  his  letter  to  the  British  Journal  of  HoTnceopaihy ^  (see  North 
American  Journal,  Vol.  I,  page  370). 

Are  the  cures  of  rheumatism  and  gout  which  Baron  Stoerck 
effected  with  grain  doses  of  the  extract  of  Aconite,  worthy  of  being 
claimed  by  homoeopathy  as  the  legitimate  results  of  homoeopathic 
aetibn  ?  I  refer  the  Doctor  to  the  North  American  Journal,  Vol.  Ill, 
page   552.     These  cures  would  do  credit  to  any  school  and  to  any 
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practitioner,  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  learned  Baron  was  rejoiced 
in  his  very  soul  at  his  brilliant  success. 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  find  fault  with  the  efibrts  of  my  colleagaes ; 
I  simply  wish  to  emancipate  their  minds  from  the  thraldom  of  con- 
servative fanaticit?ni,  and  to  make  their  labors  more  fruitful  of  useful 
results. 

In  his  article  **  On  the  Microscope  in  PathologicaZ  Investigations^** 
Doctor  Wells  likewise  furnishes  a  striking  proof  of  the  incongrui- 
ties to  which  a  fanatical  adherence  to  old  notions  and  definitions 
will  lead  even  a  man  endowed  with  a  fair  share  of  intellectual 
abilities.  The  revelations  of  the  microscope  seem  to  have  fascinated 
the  Doctor  to  such  a  degree  that  he  cannot,  with  sufficient  emphasis, 
enforce  the  use  of  this  instrument  upon  the  profession.  I  remember 
very  well  the  delight  I  experienced  on  first  looking  at  the  world 
through  a  pair  of  good  spectacles.  Although  born  near-sighted  I  had 
never  worn  spectacles  until  one  morning,  in  the  month  of  July,  I  first 
beheld  the  n\p,rvelous  beauties  of  the  Elysian  Fields  in  the  Garden 
of  the  Tuilleries  through  a  pair  of  glasses.  I  sat  there  for  hours,  day 
after  day,  looking  at  the  leaves  and  flowers,  studying  their  outlines, 
admiring  their  hues,  and  seeking  to  penetrate  their  inmost  structure. 
The  Doctor's  delight  must  have  been  great  indeed  when  the  mioro- 
scope  revealed  to  him  what  is  really  meant  by  "  dry  scald-head,"  or 
"  ring- worm  of  the  scalp,"  **  a  miserable  substitution  of  words  for  a 
knowledge  of  facts."  How  could  he  help  imagining  that  the  micro- 
scope had  afforded  him  access  to  the  inner  temple  of  vitality,  where 
in  the  place  of  dry  scald-head  he  beheld  a  complete  system  of  vege- 
table growth, 'with  its  piercing  radicles  gradually  disintegrating  the 
shaft  of  the  hair  ;  or  when  he  saw  tube  casts,  epithelial  scales,  blood- 
discs,  spermatazoa,  and  so  fourth,  floating  about  in  the  urine. 

In  the  hands  of  the  Doctor  the  microscope  becomes  a  mighty 
means  of  cure.  He  mentions  the  case  of  a  little  girl  whose  urine 
was  found,  by  microscopic  investigation,  to  contain  "  tube-casts, 
epithelial  scales  and  blood-discs  in  abundance."  "Here  was  positive 
evidence,"  writes  the  Doctor,  '*  of  a  serious  lesion,  which  had  been 
entirely  masked,  and  wholly  unsuspected.  By  this  timely  revelation 
of  the  evil,  it  was  possible  to  effect  its  speedy  and  entire  removal. 
It  might  have  been  quite  otherwise,  and  certainly  more  difficult,  if 
the  renal  affection  had  been  unrecognized  till  the  more  complete 
development  of  the  malady,  which  these  microscopic  appearances 
disclosed." 

A  cure,  and  hence  the  homoeopathicity  of  the  drug  to  the 
disease  in  this  case  were  based  upon  a  microscopic  observation 
of  the  pathological  products  of  morbid  action.  But  these  pathological 
products,  which  have  enabled  the  Doctor  to  achieve  this  and  other 
brilliant  cures,  arc  the  very  objective  symptoms  which  he  and  his  co- 
reasoners  are  constantly  seeking  to  belittle  as  of  an  entirely  subordi- 
nate importance.  _ 

For  proof  of  thisTl-efer  to  the  doctor's  article  on  '^Drug-provings^** 
page  91,  of  the  Transactions.     Here  the  Doctor  writes,  page    101 
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'*  At  first  glance  it  would  certkinly  seem  that  these  phenomena  should 
oGOupj  the  first  place  amoDg  those  which  decide  a  prescription,  but  a 
care&l  study  of  those  great  cures  which  have  been  recorded  and 
published  for  our  instruction  by  the  early  masters  of  our  art,  will 
disclose  the  fact  that  they  play  but  a  small  part  in  their  prescriptive 
decisions.  And,  at  the  present  time,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  going 
too  far,  to  anticipate  that  when  the  truth  is  finally  and  undoubtedly 
disclosed  which  answers  that  most  important  query,  What  is  the 
"like"  which  cures?  objective  phenomena  will  occupy  quite  a  sub- 
ordinate place  in  that  curing  similarity." 

This  may  be  very  likely,  but  how  does  the  Doctor  reconcile  the 
evident  incongruity  of,  in  the  first  place,  extolling  objective  phenom- 
ena to  the  skies,  and  using  them  as  determining  guides  in  the 
selection  of  a  remedial  agent,  and,  in  the  next  breath,  assigning  to 
them  quite  an  inferior  position  in  the  series  ?  If  the  Doctor's  per- 
ception of  the  essence  of  homoeopathy  were  as  scientifically  correct 
as  the  positiveness  of  his  assertions  leads  one  to  suppose  it  might  be, 
he  would  not  have  laid  himself  bare  to  these  charges  of  inconsistency. 

'W  ^  'n?  ^  tF  "^  W 

This  second  volume  contains  a  number  of  well  written  and 
instructive  articles.  Doctor  Watson's  paper  on  "  Cerebrospinal 
Meningitis,'*  although  short,  yet  is  replete  with  instructive  and  inter- 
esting details.  86  is  Doctor  Gardner's  paper  on  **  Measles.*'  The 
cases  of  Apis  are  rather  "  mixed."  An  interesting  case  of  poisoning 
by  ergot,  reported  by  Doctor  C.  Judson  Hill,  shows  how  indispensable 
to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  sphere  of  action  of  a  drug,  are  the 
massive  doses  which  a  few  bold  experimenters  have  used  with  heroic 
perseverance.  Mere  potencies  would  never  have  revealed  to  us  the 
curative  sphere  of  Aconitey  Belladonna^  Nux  vomica^  or  any  other  of 
the  most  important  agents  of  our  Materia  Medica. 

The  British  Journal  of  Homceopathy,  published  quarterly  by 
Henry  Turner  &  Co.,  London,  England,  and  E.  A.  Lodge,  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

The  journal  has  now  reached  its  95th  number.  The  new  volume 
commences  with  the  present  month  (January  1866).  It  is  published, 
with  such  promptness,  that  the  numbers  are  often  received  here 
before  the  issues  of  the  same  month  by  American  publishers. 

The  January  number  contains, — The  Materia  Medica  again,  by 
Dr.  Langheinz,  of  Darmstadt.  Official  Report  of  the  Results  ob- 
tained by  the  Homoeopathic  Treatment .  at  the  Hospital  of  Roubaix 
(Nord),  by  Dr.  Liagre.  Chelidonium  Majus,  L.,  by  Dr.  0.  Buchmann, 
of  Alvensleben.  Hygienic  Recreatiou  for  the  Middle-Aged.  The 
Pebrigenic  Power  of  Arsenic,  and  its  Employment  in  Typhoid  Fever. 
On  the  Early  Stages  of  the  Cattle  Pkgue,  by  George  Moore,  M.  D. 
On  Diabetis :  its  Pathology  and  Trcatiuc:it,  by  Richard  Hugh.s,  !^L 
R.  G.  S.,  L.  R.  0.  P.  Ed.  (Exam.)     Cases  Illustrative  of  the   Pntho- 
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genesy  of  Belladonna,  with  Clinical  Remarks,  by  J.  Harmar  Smitih, 
Blackheath.  A  Bay  with  the  Rinderpest.  Re^'iews. — The  Outlines 
of  Materia  Medica,  Regional  Symptomatology,  and  a  Clinical  Dic- 
tionary, by  Henry  Buck,  M.  R.  G.  S.,  Member  of  the  British  Homoo- 
opathic  Society.  Clinical  Record.  Miscellaneous. — Case  of  Acute 
Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Liver.  Instantaneous  cure  of  Coryzft. 
Notes  on  Saccharine  Urine,  by  Dr.  Wyld.  Letter  on  Qonorrhooa. 
A  New  Prophylactic  Method  for  Small-Pox.  Obituary. — ^Dr.  M.  J. 
Chapman.     Dr.  Joseph  Laurie. 

The  Editors  are  Drs.  Drysdale,  Dudgeon  and  Hughes, 
The  subscription  is  (£1)  $6.00  per  annum.     If  subscriptions  are 
remitted  in  advance  to  this  office,  we  will  send  the  Observer,  frsb. 
Those  who  have  already  remitted  $2  for  the  Observer,  need  send 
only  $4  more  for  the  British  JournaZ  of  HamoBopathy , 

(British)  Monthly  Homceopathic  Review.  Editors,  Drs.  Ryan, 
Bayes  and  Pope.  Published  by  Henry  Turner  &  Co.,  London, 
England,  and  E.  A.  Lodge,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

The  number  for  January,  1866,  contains, — The  Past  and  the 
Future  :  1866  and  1866.  Is  Homoeopathy  on  its  trial  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  the  Cattle  Plague  ?  By  Dr.  Bayes.  Experimental  Treat- 
ment of  the  Cattle  Plague.  Arsenic :  a  Comparison  between  its 
Toxical  and  Therapeutic  Effects,  by  W.  H.  Evans,  M.  D.  Cases  of 
Autumnal  Diarrhoea  and  Cholera  treated  with  Iris  versicolor  and 
Irisin,  by  George  Lane,  M.  D.  Discussion  on  Homoeopathy  in  the 
French  Senate,  by  Dr.  Leon  Simon.  Review. — Tl\e  Veterinarian. 
Notabilia. — Midland  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society.  Veterinary 
Homoeopathy.  Obituary. — Dr.  Joseph  Laurie.  James  Joseph 
Gray,  Esq. 

A  good  number. 

Proceedings  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homceopathy,  held  at  Cincinnati,  June  7, 1865. 

The  Proceedings  contain  several  valuable  and  interesting  papers, 
— Annual  Address,  by  Wm.  W.  Eodman,  M.  D.  Report  of  the 
Central  Bureau  for  augmentation  and  improvement  of  the  Materia 
Medica.  Proving  of  Saponaria  officinalis,  by  W.  E.  Payne,  M.  D. 
Report  on  Whooping  Cough,  by  C.  Neidhard,  M.  D.  Report  on  Com- 
pound Dislocations  of  Long  Bones,  by  S.  R.  Beckwith,  M.  D.  A 
Medico-Botanical  Study,  by  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.  Memorial,  by  Carrol 
Dunham,  M.  D.  Report  of  the  Connecticut  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society     Report  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany 


AMERICAN  HOMGEOPATHIC   OBSERVER.  147 

Oountj,  Pennsylvania.  Synopsis  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Reports  of 
the  "Northern  Home  for  Friendless  Children,"  by  Bushrod  W. 
James,  M.  D.  Report  of  Homoeopathic  Infirmary,  Philadelphia,  by 
Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.  Communication  from  T.  S.  Verdi,  M.  D. 
Obituaries.  Treasurer's  Report.  Constitution  and  By-laws.  Names 
of  Members.     Officers  of  the  Institute. 

A  number  of  corrections  should  be  made  in  the  list  of  members. 
Dr.  Hiram  C.  Driggs  resides  at  Saginaw,  not  Detroit.  Dr.  Henry 
Dnffield  died  Dec.  5,  1865.  Dr.  B.  L.  Hiirs  residence  is  Berlin 
Heights,  Ohio,  not  Berlin.  Dr.  Freeman  Horton  died  four  years 
ago.  Dr.  N.  Stebbins  died  April  1865.  Ann  Arbor  is  not  spelled 
Ann  Harbor  (Chicago  printers  can  do  better  than  this).  Dr.  A.  S. 
Wright  is  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  not  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

About  half  a  page  of  *'  errata  "  might  follow  the  "  Medico-Botanical 
Stady,"  by  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 

Rofinesquue  should  be  Rafitiesque  ;  flamnula,^»zmw/a/  tricolor, 
tricolor;  nattalliana,  NuttcUliana;  cadensis,  canadensis;  igniarius, 
ignaritis ;  scutillaria,  Scutellaria  ;  santomea,  santonica ;  corolata, 
oaroUata  ;  oohrolenta,  ochroleuca  ;  jahn,  Jahr  ;  pharmacopoea,  phar- 
macopasia,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Institute  is  to  bo  held  at  Pittsburgh.  Pa., 
on  the  6th  of  June  1866. 

The  Secretary  is  ordered  to  withhold  the  proceeding  from  mem- 
bers more  than  two  years  in  arrears  for  dues.  If  members  do  not 
receive  a  copy,  the  inference  is  natural.  Address  Gr.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D., 
Secretary,  Chicago,  Ills. 

Popular  Homceopathic  Journal.      C.   A.   Jaeger,   M.   D.,   Editor. 
Published  at  Elgin,  Kane  Co.,  Illinois,  at  50  cents  per  annum. 

Dr.  Jaeger  has  just  commenced  the  publication  of  *'  The  Popular 
Homoeopathic  Journal  "  for  general  circulation.  He  announces  by 
his  prospectus  that  "  The  object  to  be  aimed  at  is,  to  correct  the 
many  erroneous  theories,  false  impressions  and  ridiculous  ideas,  con- 
cerning the  system  and  practice  of  honiceopatby,  which  prevails  all 
over  this  western  land.  We  arc  aware  that  these  erroneous  theories, 
and  wrong  impressions,  &c.,  amongst  the  masses,  have  been,  and  are 
yet,  promulgated  and  circulated  with  great  zeal  and' unscrupulous 
pertinacity  by  our  opponents,  the  old  school  of  Medicine,  with  a 
view  to  stigmatize  and  ridicule,  not  only  the  system  of  homoeopathy, 
bat  also  its  friends  and  practitioners.  To  battle  against  these  defam- 
ers  of  our  beloved  system,  and  with  a  view  to  imform  the  people 
upon   matters   in    which    they   are   deeply    interested — health    and 
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disease — we  have  fully  determined,  after  mature  consideration;  to 
send  forth  a  popular  paper  that  will  be  interesting  and  profitable  to 
the  public  in  general.  We  shall  endeavor  to  present  the  claims  of 
homoeopathy  in  such  plain  language,  as  to  be  understood  by  the  good 
common  sense  of  the  people." 

New  England  Medical  Gtazette.  A  monthly  journal  of  Homoeo- 
pathic Medicine,  Surgery  and  the  Collateral  Sciences.  To  be 
published  by  the  New  England  Medical  Gazette  Association. 

The  first  number  was  expected  the  16th  of  January,  but  has  not 
made  its  appearance  yet.     (Feb.) 

We  shall  look  for  a  good  journal,  as  the  management  is  in  very 
able  hands. 

Synopsis  of  a  Forthcoming  Work  on  Consumption  and  its  numer- 
ous kindred  maladies ;  with  tracings  of  their  causes,  and  of 
their  cures,  under  homoeopathic  treatment.  By  R.  R.  Gregg,  M. 
D.,  Buffalo,  1865. 

We  hope  the  Doctor  will  soon  publish  his  work  complete. 

Homoeopathy  in  New  York,  and  the  late  Abraham  D.  Wilson, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.  By  his  early  friend  John  F.  Gray.  New  York  : 
published  by  request  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Societies  of 
the  County  and  State  of  New  York,-  1866. 

We  are  under  obligations  to  Dr.  John  F.  Gray  for  several  copiea 

of  this  Eulogy.     It  is  well  written  and  beautifully  printed. 

The  (American)  Monthly  Homceopathic  Review. — The  Janu- 
ary number  of  this  excellent  publication  has  been  delayed  by  the 
absence  of  the  Editor,  Dr.  Henry  M.  Smith.  The  Eclectic  and  Uni- 
versity Med.  and  Surg,  Journal  says  of  the  American  HomcRopathic 
Review, — "It  has  a  good  choir  oi  ardent  contributors,  whose  commu- 
nications are  interesting!" 

This  is  rather  an  equivocal  compliment 


»- 


HAHNE])iANN    MEDICAL    COLLEGE,     CHICAGO. 

The  Registrar  of  this  College  informs  us  the   present  Course  of  * 
Lectures  is  in  every  respect  a  successful  one.     The  number  of  stu- 
dents in  attendance  is  more   than  double  that  of  the  last  session, 
comprising  representatives   from   all  the  North-Western  States,  the 
Canadas,  Ohio  and  New  York.     The  division  of  the  session  into  two 
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terms,  a  senior  and  a  junior  one,  is  recognized  as  of  the  greatest 
possible  advantage  to  the  pupil.  The  establishment  of  five  additional 
chairs,  renders  the  course  far  more  comprehensive  than  under  the  old 
arrangement.  These  changes  meet  the  decided  approval  of  the  class. 
The  clinical  course  challenges  comparison  with  that  of  any  other 
school.  It  is  believed  that  a  more  thorough-going,  intelligent  and 
promising  body  of  young  gentlemen  has  not  enlisted  in  the  study  of 
medicine  at  any  time  or  anywhere.  The  future  prospects  of  the 
Hi^nemann  Medical  College  are  of  the  most  flattering  character. 


PHILADELPHIA    HOMCEOPATHIG    COLLEGE. 


Prof.  Frost  writes  :  "  We  have  eighty  matriculants  ;  many  of 
ihem  graduates  of  other  Medical  Schools,  both  allopathic  and  homoeo- 
pathic. Our  commencement  is  about  the  first  of  March.  Our  school, 
the  oldest  in  America,  is  now  just  beginning  to  prosper  in  reality ; 
and  we  have  the  promise  of  students  from  England  and  from  the 
Continent  for  next  year.  Our  JSahnemannian  Monthly  is  constaqtly 
extending  its  circulation,  and  we  hope  to  make  it  a  worthy  advocate 
ef  pure  homoeopathy.  Not  only  are  we  greatly  encouraged,  and  see 
before  us  bright  hopes  of  splendid  prospects  ;  but  we  hope  to  see  the 
halls  of  every  Homoeopathic  College  in  America,  as  well  our  own, 
filled  another  year  with  earnest  students.  I  think  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  cease  to  speak  of  the  allopathic  as  the  domi- 
nant school." 


80CIETIES— WHEN    AND    WHEBE    THEY     MEET.— 1866. 


Miami  Homcepathic  Medical  Association  meets  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
May  3d,  1866 

The  •*  Canadian  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  "  convenes  at  Hamilton, 
Wednesday,  May  9th,  1866. 

The   "  Western  Institute  of  HomoRopathy  "   at   Cleveland,   on 
Wednesday,  May  23,  1866. 

The   "  American  Institute  of  Homooepathy  "  at  Pittsburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  1866. 

The  "  Michigan  Institute  of  Homosapathy  *'  at  Detroit,  on  Tues- 
day, June  19,  1866. 

The  "  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio^'  at  Columbus,  Tues 
day,  June  12th. 

The  **  Illinois  HomxBopathic  Association^'^  at  Chicago,  June. 

The  **  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Society  "  at 
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The  "  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,**  at  La  Crosse, 
Wednesday,  Nov.  21,  1866. 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  dates 
and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of  proceedings,  &c.] 


»  ♦  ■« 


tnim[ 


Benham. — F.  A.  Benham,  M.  D.,  has  removed  from  Sonth  Bend, 
Indiana,  to  Bronson,  Michigan,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his 
old  patrons. 

Blakely.— We  add  the  name  of  W.  James  Blakely,  M.  D.,  of 
Benzinger,  Pa.,  to  our  list  of  contributors,  with  great  pleasure.  The 
Doctor  is  a  good  writer,  and  the  April  number  will  contain  an  excel- 
lent paper  on  "  Traumatic  Gangrene,"  from  his  pen. 

CnlliS* — ^Br.  Cull  is  has  very  kindly  acceded  to  our  request  for  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  **  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Consumptive* s 
Home**  founded  by  him  at  Boston.  We  will  send  a  copy  to  any  of 
our  friends  who  feel  interested  in  the  work. 

Fish* — ^Dr.  E..  Fish  will  retire  from  practice  at  Otisco,  Ionia  Co., 
Michigan.     He  will  introduce  a  good  practitioner  to  a  large  practice. 

Frost* — Prof.  Frost,  writing  to  us  on  unglazed  linen  paper  of  a 
fine  texture,  having  in  water  lines  the  letters  **  C.  S.  A.,"  we  inquired 
if  it  was  not  confederate  bond  paper.  The  Doctor  answers  :  "  Your 
surmise  is  correct.  This  is  rebel  bond  paper,  a  specimen  of  Briiish 
neutrality,  confiscated  from  captured  blockade  runners.  I  tise  it  to 
zvrite  my  lectures  on,** 

Hastings* — Amelia  A.  Hastings,  M.  D.,  desires  a  location  where 
the  services  of  a  lady  physician  would  be  appreciated.  Her  present 
address  is  Baltimore,  Md. 

Bering* — Dr.  Constantine  Hering  celebrated  his  66th  birth-day 
on  the  1st  of  January.  Our  subscribers  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  our  venerable  friend  enjoys  excellent  health,  and  Bids  fair  to 
reach  the  age  of  Hahnemann. 

JsBger* — C.  A.  Jaeger,  M.  D.,  of  Elgin,  Ills.,  has  just  issued  the 
first  number  of  his  *'  Popular  HonuBopathic  Journal**  It  promises 
to  be  a  very  useful  publication. 

K66P* — We  place  the  name  of  J.  Lester  Keep,  M.  D.,  on  our  list 
of  contributors,  with  much  pleasure.  He  says  :  "  I  may  occasionally 
report  some  clinical  cases,  and  probably  add  a  little  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  *  New  Bemedies,'  which  I  have  been  using  for  some 
time  in  my  clinical  practice.     I  consider  them  invaluable.** 

Noy6S* — Dr.  F.  Noyes,  of  Moscow,  Michigan,  was  recently  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clara  T.  Kobison,  of  Franklin,  Michigan,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  father. 
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SwaH* — Dr.  Geo.  E.  Swan  expects  to  locate  permancDtly  at 
Borneo,  Michigan,  We  hope  the  citizens  there  will  receive  him  well. 
We  know  that  he  is  worthy  of  their  confidence. 

Wilbur.— Our  friend  Edwin  C.  Wilbur,  M.  D.,  of  Albion,  Mich., 
recently  lost  by  fire  his  furniture,  library  and  instruments.  We  arc 
sorry  that  he  was  not  protected  by  insurance.  His  popularity,  how- 
ever, will  make  it  only  a  temporary  embarrassment. 


DEFEBBED    ABTICLES. 


Cases  of  Traumatic  Gangrene,  with  their  treatment. — By  W. 
James  Blakely,  M.  B. 

Hamamelis  in  Dysentery. — By  A.  B.  Spinney,  M,  D. 

My  first  steps. — By  Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson. 

Sore  breast. — By  C.  C.  Smith,  M.  D. 

On  the  Dose. — By  E.  P.  Mosman,  M.  D. 

On  Diphtheria. — By  T.  C.  Hunter,  M.  D. 

Bronchitis. — By  F.  X.  Spranoer,  M.  D. 

Permanganate  of  Potash  in  Diphtheria. — By  Thomas  Niohol, 
M.  D. 

Impacted  Fracture  of  the  Neck  of  the  Femur. — By  Lewis 
G.  Lowe,  M.  D. 

Hydrorachis. 


-•-«- 


EDITOBL^UL.    iTOTICE. 


One  HuiJdred  Contributors!— We  experience  particular  pleasure 
in  being  able  to  say  that  our  list  of  contributors  now  numbers  One 
Hundred.  No  name  has  been  added  without  permission,  and  all 
«re  actually  writers  for  the  magazine,  with  exception  of  two  or  three, 
and  these  have  promised  to  write.  A  full  list  of  their  names  is  pub- 
lished on  the  outside  cover  of  the  present  number. 

We  have  quite  a  large  box  of  rejected  manuscripts.  Some  of  the 
writers  have  probably  been  half  offended  that  their  contributions 
did  not  appear  in  print.  We  hope  that  they  will  not  be  prevented 
from  writing  again ;  the  next  article  might  be  very  acceptable.  We 
have  been  quite  liberal  in  the  admission  of  articles,  and  think  that  we 
have  done  well.  If  the  first  communication  of  a  young  physician,  who 
has  perhaps  never  written  for  a  magazine  before,  is  rejected,  he 
will  probably  never  write  again.  His  first  attempt  is,  perhaps,  weak. 
If,  instead  of  throwing  it  aside,  it  is  revised  and  printed,  he  is  encour- 
aged to  try  again,  and  in  a  little  while  he  writes  to  the  profit  of  all  our 
readers.  Is  it  not  worth  while  to  help  develop  talent  that  can  be  used 
to  profit  ? 

We  receive,  by  every  mail,  cash  subscriptions  and  words  of  encour- 
agement, and  feel  grateful  for  this  very  liberal  support.  The  following 
extracts  are  made  from  letters  received  : 

One  physician  says :  "  You  are  giving  us  a  good  paper.  Doctor,  and  I  congratu- 
late you  upon  your  success  as  a  journalist.    Ir  your  suggestion  in  the  last  No.  of 
the  Observer^  concerning  single  remedies,  is  heeded  by  your  numerous  correspond 
entt,  I  think  it  will  become  even  more  profitable  to  the  profession  than  it  has  been.'* 
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Another  :  "I  like  the  improvement  made  on  your  valuable  periodical.     Success 
to  you  in  the  good  work." 

Another:  **  Your  Observer  is  the  best  journal  I  get." 

Another :  "  I  am  much  pleased  with  your  journal  and  would  ndt  do  without  it.  *' 

Another  :  "  In  my  opinion  it  is  not  excelled  by  any  journal  in  the  field." 
Our  subscription  list  having  increased  so  much,  the  labor  of 
addressing  the  wrappers  by  hand  now  occupies  several  days ;  we 
have,  therefore,  purchased  the  right  of  using  Dick*s  Patent  Mailing 
Machine.  After  printing  the  list  of  our  subscribers,  we  shall  soon 
be  enabled  to  address  the  whole  in  about  an  hour.  By  its  use  we 
shall  not  only  save  time,  but  avoid  mistakes  and  consequent  annoy- 
ances. 

As  we  wish  immediately  to  print  the  subscription  list,  we  shall 
feel  obliged  if  our  subscribers  will  notify  us  at  once  of  any  change  of 
residence ;  or  of  any  error  which  may  have  occurred  in  our  addressing 
their  magazines  heretofore. 

Should  any  wish  to  discontinue,  they  will  please  notify  us  and 
return  the  numbers  received,  which  they  have  not  paid  for,  writing 
upon  some  one  of  them  their  names,  that  we  may  know  by  whom  they 
are  returned. 

We  also  particularly  desire  that  all  who  wish  to  avail  themselves 
of  our  liberal  offer,  to  take  $2  in  advance,  will  do  so  immediately. 
We  shall  take  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  to  them  free  the  satirical 
poem,  "  The  Doctor's  Dream,"  by  Prof.  Helmuth. 

OTHER     PREMIUMS. 

To  any  subscriber,  who,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  his  own  $2 
subscription,  sends  $2  for  some  other  new  subscriber,  we  will  send, 
postage  pre-paid,  the  "  Epitome  of  the  Homoeopathic  Healing  Art," 
by  Prof.  Hill,  new  edition. 

For  three  new  subscribers,  at  $2,  "  Ellis*  Family  Homoeopathy." 

For  six  new  subscribers,  at  $2,  "  Hale*s  New  Kemedies,  neto 
edition. 

For  seven  subscribers,  at  $2,  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy 
for  1866. 

[Some  who  charge  $6  for  the  British  Journal,  alone,  complain  that 
we  only  charge  $6  for  the  British  Journal  and  the  Observer^  and  that 
our  doing  so  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  '^they  are  cheating  the 
public.''  Not  at  all.  The  price  in  England  is  £1  sterling,  and  it 
cannot  be  aflforded  here  at  less  than  $6  per  annum.  We  will  not  take 
subscriptions  for  the  British  JournaUa^c  at  less  than  $6.  By  giving 
the  Observer  away  to  all  who  take  the  British  Journal  from  us,  we 
get  a  large  number  of  our  subscribers  to  take  that  Journal  who  would 
not  subscribe  for  it  alone.  They  say  the  Journal  is  excellent,  but 
$1.50  per  number  is  too  high  a  figure.  We  think  we  that  we  are 
doing  the  profession  a  service  by  thus  introducing  to  them,  at  no 
pecuniary  loss,  one  of  the  best  homoeopathic  publications  in  the 
English  language.] 

For  twelve  new  subscribers  at  $2,  **  Sten's  Therapeutics," 
"  Dudgeon's  Lectures,"  "Hill's  Epitome,"  and  "  Hale's  New  Reme- 
dies ;"  or  we  will  receive  $1.50  cash,  for  each  new  subscription,  in 
addition  to  your  own. 


uxptvi,. 


FISTULA    IN    ANO. 


A  Neiw  and  Snccessfal  Treatment,  IVitliout  tlie  Knife  or  Iiigature. 

BY  JOHN    PATTISON,   M.    D., 

Author  of  *  Cancer :  its  Nature^  and  its  Successful  and  Comparatively  Painless  Treatment^* 
also  *  Remarks  on  some  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women,  with  their  New  Treatment,*  etc.,  etc. 


A  FISTULA  is  an  abnormal  sinus  or  opening  between  two  parts, 
lined  with  a  pyogenic  or  pus-forming  membrane,  more  or  less  cartila- 
ginous in  its  structure,  which  constantly  exuding  pus  or  mucus, 
prevents  the  walls  of  the  cavity  when  brought  together  from 
healing.  Fistulas  are  found  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  and  are  either 
the  results  of  inflammation,  and  suppuration  caused  by  injury,  such 
as  a  blow,  a  fall,  or  of  cold  or  exposure,  as  a  salivary  fistula  may 
result  from  a  wound  of  Steno's  duct,  or  may  be  caused  by  inflamma- 
tion and  suppuration  of  a  salivary  gland,  caused  either  by  cold  or  an 
injury,  or  a  blow ;  the  abscess  either  opens  itself  externally,  or  it  is 
opened  by  the  surgeon  ;  and  if  the  latter  delay  too  long  in  doing  this, 
then  a  fistula  is  formed,  and  the  saliva  trickles  down  the  cheek.  A 
fistula  may  also  be  the  result  of  inflammation  of  the  periosteum,  and 
exfoliation  of  the  bono.  This  may  occur  in  any  portion  of  the  body, 
over  a  bone.  I  have  met  with  them  in  the  scalp,  the  jaw,  the  spine 
the  anus  and  legs,  the  ribs,  and  the  sacrum,  all  the  result  of  injury, 
generally  occurring  in  the  scrofulous  diathesis. 

Again,  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  that  is,  a  communication  between  the 
bladder  and  vagina,  or  a  recto-vaginal  fistula  which  is  a  communication 
between  the  rectum  and  vagina,  are  both  the  results  of  inflammation 
and  sloughing,  generally  produced  by  prolonged  labor,  the  child's 
head  being  allowed  to  press  too  long  on  one  part ;  but  these  two 
forms  of  fistula  may  result  from  other  causes  than  those  produced  by 
childbirth.  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  describe  these  forms  of  the 
disease,  which  I  reserve  for  the  next  edition  of  my  work  **  on  Diseases 
peculiar  to  Women,"  but  will  confine  myself  in  this  paper  to  my 
new  mode  of  treating  fistula  in  ano.  The  anus  is  peculiarly  liable 
to  this  form  of  disease,  from  the  large  quantity  of  cellular  tissue  and 
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number  ef  veins  which  surround  it.     There  are  maUy  accidents  that 
may  give  rise  to  fistula  in  these  parts  ;  among  the  n^ore  frequent  may- 
be named  abscesses,  the  result  of  an  injury,  as  a  fall,  a  kick,  or  it 
may  be  produced  by  ulcerated  piles,  or  it  is  a  frequent  sequence  of 
ulceration  of  the  gut  itself.     I  may  here  remark,  that  there  are  two 
forms  of  ulceration  which  the  intestine  near  the  anus  is  liable  to,  viz.: 
"  The  irritable  ulcer  of  these  parts,  which  is  frequently  mistaken  for 
fissure  of  the  rectum,  but  which  in  fact  is  simple  ulceration.      Thi» 
painful  form  of  disease  is  known  by  its  not  causing  so  much  pain 
during  defecation  as  the  excruciating  agony  immediately  afterwards, 
and  which  generally  continues  for  several  hours  ;  indeed,  so  dreadful 
is  the  suffering,  that  every  effort  is  made  to  delay  going  to  stool  as 
long  as  possible.     I  trust  hereafter  to  write  more  fully  on  this  painful 
form  of  ulceration  and  the  means  for  its  speedy  cure  ;  the  second,  and 
more  frequent,  is  the  simple  or  painless  ulcer,  which  often  exists  for 
a  long  time  without  its  existence  being  suspected  or  known  ;    it  is 
from  this  form  of  ulceration  that  fistula  is  frequently  produced,  from 
the  constant  contractile  action  of  the  sphincter  ani  muscle  ;  it  never 
of  itself  heals,  it  gradually  burrows  deeper,  a  small  particle  of  fecu- 
lent matter  is  lodged  in  its  centre,  irritation  is  thereby  set  up,  suppu- 
ration occurs  in  the  cellular  tissue,  great  pain,  heat,  and  swelling  of 
the  parts  occur  ;  it  may  open  externally  in  the  integuments,  thereby 
forming  a  perfect  fistula,  or  the  inflammation  may  subside  and  the 
matter  discharged  through  the  centre  of  the  original  ulcer^  giving 
rise  to  an  imperfect  fistula,  for  fistulas  are  known  either  as  perfect, 
or  those  having  an  external  and  internal  opening,  and  the  imperfect, 
which   may  be  either  an  imperfect  internal  fistula,  i.  e.,  a  fistula 
having  only  one  opening,  perforating  the  intestines,  and  the  imperfect 
external  fistula,  where  the  opening  is  in  the  integument,  and  has  no 
connection  with  the  gut.     This  latter  form  is  but  rarely  met  with,  as 
either  sooner  or  later  a  communication  is  made  internally,  and  it 
becomes  a  perfect  fistula.     The  external  fistula  is  generally  caused 
by  an  injury,  as  a  kick  or  fall.     Inflammation  arises  in  the  cellular 
tissue,  matter  is  formed,  and  if  not  deep-seated,  it  gradually  makes 
its   way  to   the   surface,  giving  rise  to  external  imperfect   fistula. 
These  incomplete  fistulas  are  generally  known  as  **  blind  fistulas.'* 
Ascaris  vermicularis,  or  the  thread-worms,  that  are  frequently  found 
in  such  numbers  in  the  rectum,  not  unfrequently  give  rise  to  fistula 
from  the  irritation  they  provoke  ;    also  the  use,  or  rather  abuse,  of 
drastic  purgatives,  which  are  so  frequently  cruelly  administered  to 
children,  is  a  fruitful  cause,  of  not  only  fistula,  but  of  other  diseases 
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in  these  parts  ;  indeed,  I  have  met  with  more  than  one  case  of  cancer 
of  the  rectum,  the  exciting  cause  of  which  was  the  too  free  use  of 
these  drastic  poisons. 

Among  other  causes  of  fistula,  writers  on  the  subject  name,  among 
others,  "puncture  of  the  intestine  by  fish  bones."  And  several 
cases  are  recorded  in  which  persons  having  swallowed  fish  bones, 
they  have  in  their  passage  through  the  rectum  punctured  the  gut, 
giving  rise  to  fistula.  I  have  never  met  with  such  a  case  myself,  but 
can  easily  believe  it  to  be  quite  possible.  Fistulas  do  not  always 
consist  of  one  sinus,  but  often  there  are  several,  with  one  or  more 
openings  ;  nor  do  they  always  run  in  a  straight  line,  frequently  their 
oonrse  is  tortuous,  and  this  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  their  treatment. 

The  symptoms  of  fistula  in  ano  in  the  first  stage,  are  heat,  tume- 
faction, and  pain  in  the  parts  ;  but  when  the  fistula  has  been  estab- 
lished for  a  length  of  time,  then  the  feeling  is  not  that  of  acute  pain, 
but  there  is  a  sense  of  uneasiness  about  the  anus,  pains  in  the  back 
and  loins,  and  down  the  legs  ;  the  linen  is  soiled  with  the  muco-pur- 
ulent  discharge,  keeping  it  wet  and  giving  rise  to  much  irritation. 
If  either  opening  should  become  plugged  with  a  piece  of  pus  or 
mucus,  an  abscess  is  formed  by  the  accumulation  of  the  purulent 
discharge,  great  heat,  swelling  and  pain  around  the  anus  is  felt;  and 
if  its  internal  orifice  is  intact,  the  purulent  discharge  on  the  feeces  is 
increased.  When  the  abscess  is  opened,  either  by  ulceration  or  by 
the  surgeon,  its  contents  are  peculiarly  fetid.  In  the  complete  fistula, 
not  only  does  flatus  pass  involuntarily  through  the  sinus,  but  also 
small  pieces  of  faeces,  giving  rise  to  great  discomfort,  inconvenience, 
and  at  times  considerable  pain  and  suffering. 

In  treating  this  disease,  the  sphincter  ani  muscle,  from  its  being 
more  or  less  in  a  state  of  contraction,  is  the  chief  difficulty  that  sur- 
geons have  to  contend  with ;  and  to  this  must  be  added  the  unhealthy 
callous,  semi-cartilaginous,  pyogenic  lining  membrane,  which,  until 
removed  or  destroyed,  will  prevent  all  healthy  action  in  the  sinus. 
Therefore,  all  operations  for  the  cure  of  this  disease  have  been 
directed  to  these  two  points,  viz.:  to  prevent  the  contraction  of  the 
sphincter  ani,  and  to  destroy  the  pyogenic  lining  membrane.  Caus- 
tics have  been  used  by  some  surgeons,  but  have  met  with  little  favor, 
and  I  believe  still  less  success  ;  for  although  by  the  judicious  use  of 
these  agents  the  unhealthy  membrane  may  be  destroyed,  and  the  sinus 
reduced  to  a  healthy  sore,  that  would  freely  heal  if  the  parts  could  be 
kept  at  rest,  by  the  mere  use  of  caustics  the  sphincter  ani  is  left 
intact,  and  from  the  irritation  set  up,  its  action  is  more  active  than 
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before.  At  the  present  time,  the  usual  operation  is  performed  with 
the  knife,  and  I  know  in  many  instances  with  success  ;  but  as  is  the 
case  in  many  other  operations,  where  the  process  consists  of  simple 
cutting,  the  disease  is  very  apt  to  return;  indeed,  Mr.  Ashton  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  gentleman  who  submitted  to  twelve  operations 
without  success.  Mr.  Ashton  operated  on  him  the  thirteenth  time, 
and  has  reported  the  case  as  cured.* 

The  operation  is  usually  performed  by  introducing  the  index 
finger  of  one  hand  into  the  rectum,  and  a  grooved  director  is  gently 
inserted  into  the  sinus  until  its  point  comes  in  contact  with  the  finger. 
A  probe-pointed  narrow  bistoury  is  then  pushed  slowly  but  firmly 
above  the  groove  of  the  director  until  it  impinges  on  the  index  finger, 
when  both  are  withdrawn  together,  the  bistoury  dividing  not  only  the 
whole  extent  of  the  fistula,  but  also  the  sphincter  ani  muscle.  If 
there  is  more  than  one  sinus,  the  operation  must  be  repeated  until  all 
are  laid  open.  Some  surgeons  proceed  a  step  further,  and  carefully 
dissect  out  the  lining  membrane  of  the  fistulas  ;  this  is  unnecessary, 
and  adds  to  the  severity  of  the  operation ;  the  deep  wound  made  by 
these  incisions  is  dressed  from  the  bottom,  and  these  dressings  are 
allowed  to  remain  until  spontaneously  removed  by  the  action  of  the 
bowels,  when  a  healthy,  granulating  surface  is  generally  exposed, 
which  is  afterwards  healed  in  the  usual  manner.  My  objections  to 
this  mode  of  operation  are  its  severity,  and  the  weakness  that  invar- 
iably follows  from  the  great  loss  of  blood,  and  the  uncertainty 
whether,  after  undergoing  all  this  suffering,  a  cure  will  be  effected  or 
not.  To  these  may  be  added  minor  inconveniences  of  the  risk  of 
the  operation,  or  at  least  the  constitutional  disturbance,  caused  by 
the  inhalation  of  chloroform,  confinement  to  the  bed,  or  at  least  to  the 
bed-chamber  for  some  time,  and  the  fear  that  always  takes  possession 
of  the  mind  when  a  severe  operation  is  to  be  submitted  to,  especially 
if  it  is  not  for  the  first  time.  In  addition  to  these,  there  is  sometimes 
an  operation  performed  where  the  ligature  is  used  instead  of  the 
knife.  I  think  it  is  far  more  uncertain  in  its  results,  and  more  pain- 
ful than  the  operation  by  excision,  and  I  would,  therefore,  never 
advise  its  performance. 

Such  being  the  severity  and  uncertainty  of,  the  usual  operations, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  surgeons  to  see  if  other  means  cannot  be 
devised,  less  painful,  and  less  uncertain,  to  cure  this  troublesome 
complaint.  For  many  years  my  thoughts  had  been  turned  to  this 
subject,  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1853  that  I  completed  the  plan 

*  Ashton  on  *  Prolapsus  Ani,'  '  Fistula  in  Ano,'  and  *  Heemorrhoidal  Afifections,*  p.  66, 
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of  the  operation  which  has  been  so  successfal  in  many  cases.  The 
great  difficulty  was  to  devise  some  means  to  prevent  the  action  of  the 
sphincter  ani  muscle  without  dividing  its  fibres  with  the  knife :  it 
then  occurred  to  mc,  that  when  a  muscle  is  overstretched,  it  becomes 
for  the  time  being,  and  for  a  considerable  time  afterwards,  paralyzed. 
As,  for  example,  when  the  shoulder  is  dislocated,  after  it  is  reduced, 
the  four  muscles  that  retain  it  in  situ  are  so  paralyzed,  that  unless 
supported,  the  head  of  the  bone  would  be  speedily  drawn  from  its 
socket  by  the  mere  weight  of  the  limb,  and  I  thought  that  the  sphinc- 
ter ani,  if  overstretched,  would  be  paralyzed  like  other  muscles  ;  and 
if  this  could  be  accomplished,  the  destruction  of  the  pyogenic  lining 
membrane  of  the  fistulas  could  be  easily  managed,  and  a  simple, 
bloodless,  and  comparatively  painless  mode  of  treatment  would  be 
inaugurated.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  beginning  of  1864,  that 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  putting  this  theory  to  the  test.  The  following 
is  the  history  of  my  first  case  : 

Sir  Arthur  N ,  Bart.,  aet.  63  years,  called  on  me  on  Christmas 

day,  1853.  He  told  me  he  had  been  suffering  from  fistula  in  ano  for 
several  years,  and  about  nine  months  previously  had  been  operated 
on  by  a  distinguished  Scotch  surgeon ;  the  operation  was  not  com- 
pletely successful.  He  was  a  very  large,  fair-complexioncd  man,  of  a 
nervous  excitable  temperament,  who  dreaded  to  be  touched,  and 
flinched  from  even  an  exploring  examination,  to  which,  however,  at 
length  he  consented.  I  discovered  close  to  the  cicatrix,  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  anus,  a  small  fistula,  which  I  found 
entered  the  gut  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  anal  orifice  ;  and 
about  the  fourth  of  an  inch  from  the  first  sinus  there  was  another, 
which  joined  the  first  some  little  distance  from  its  external  opening. 
There  was  only  one  rectal  opening.  Considering  this  to  be  a  fair 
case  for  trying  my  theory,  I  fully  explained  to  Sir  Arthur  my  views 
and  intentions.  He  departed,  stating  he  would  see  me  again  in  a  few 
days.  He  did  not  return  until  the  19th  of  January,  1864.  During 
this  interval  he  had  consulted  several  of  the  most  distinguished 
London  surgeons,  who  urged  him  to  submit  to  another  operation  by 
the  knife,  but,  whatever  he  did,  on  no  account  to  allow  me  to  experi- 
ment on  him.  Rather  than  submit  to  a  second  period  of  exhaustion 
and  suffering,  he  placed  himself  under  my  care,  it  being  previously 
impressed  on  his  mind  that  as  the  operation,  as  far  as  I  knew,  had 
never  been  performed  before,  I  could  offer  no  assurance  as  to  the 
results. 

On  the  22d  January,  1864,  and  the  following  day,  I  injected  the 
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sinuses  with  an  infusion  of  the  powdered  root  of  the  Hydrastis  can,, 
to  clean  the  passages  from  the  muco-purulent  discharge  ;  I  then 
filled  them  with  soft  cotton  thread  saturated  with  an  ointment  com- 
posed of  equal  portions  of  sulphate  of  zinc  and  simple  cerate.  On 
the  third  application  the  sinuses  were  sufficiently  opened  to  allow  the 
introduction  of  a  large-sized  probe,  and  I  was  thus  enabled  to  fill 
them  with  pure  anhydrous  sulphate.  This  operation  did  not  cause 
pain  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  minutes.  Two  days  after^this  I 
removed  the  dressing,  with  a  portion  of,  if  not  all,  the  callous  lining 
membrane.  I  repeated  the  same  dressing  of  the  pure  sulphate  a 
second  time,  on  the  30th  January,  which  was  not  removed  until  the 
2d  February.  These  dressings  were  quite  sufficient  in  a  simple  case, 
but  I  was  anxious  to  reduce  both  sinuses  into  one  sore,  and,  as  it  was 
a  first  case,  to  do  enough.  It  was  the  7th  of  the  month  before  this 
was  accomplished.  During  the  whole  of  this  time  my  patient  suffered 
little  or  no  pain ;  indeed,  he  took  daily  exercise,  and  regularly 
attended  church  on  Sundays.  Inflammatory  action  was  arrested  by 
the  application  of  cloths  dipped  in  an  infusion  of  the  Hydrastis,  and 
the  bowels  were  regulated  by  throwing  into  the  rectum  half  a  pint  of 
a  weaker  infusion  of  the  same  every  morning,  and  on  the  13th  the 
parts  destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  sulphate  commenced  sloughing, 
but  it  was  not  until  the  15th  that  all  had  come  away.  The  time  had 
now  arrived  for  trying  if  the  sphincter  muscle  could  be  paralyzed  by 
overstretching.  I  placed  my  patient  in  a  proper  position,  and  insert- 
ing both  thumbs  into  the  anus,  I  gently  but  firmly  drew  them  apart 
towards  the  tuberosities  of  the  ischium,  and  retained  them  there  for 
some  five  minutes.  The  muscle  was  completely  paralyzed  ;  its  con- 
tractile power  ceased.  I  immediately  dressed  the  sores  from  the 
bottom  with  an  ointment  composed  of  two  parts  of  Unguentum 
resinsB  flavae  and  one  part  Sp.  Terebinthini.  16. — Healthy  granu- 
lations had  appeared.  Dressed  daily  with  the  same  dressing  until 
the  22d,  when  I  discovered  the  sphincter  had  commenced  again  to 
act ;  I  therefore  at  once  repeated  the  operation  of  the  15th.  The 
muscle  was  also  overstretched  again,  for  the  last  time,  on  the  27th  ; 
the  sinuses  healed  rapidly,  and  on  the  7th  March  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  sending  away  my  patient  cured.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  gentleman  again,  in  the  summer  of  1861,  over  seven  years  having 
elapsed  since  the  operation.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  quite  well, 
and  had  never  experienced  any  inconvenience  since  he  last  saw  me. 
He  then  allowed  me  to  make  an  examination,  and  I  could  detect  no 
trace  of  disease. 
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My  only  fear,  when  I  attempted  to  paralyze  the  sphincter  mtiscle, 
was,  that  there  would  be  an  involuntary  discharge  of  faeces.  These 
fears,  however,  were  unfounded,  as  in  all  my  cases  none  of  the  patients 
suffered  the  least  inconvenience  from  this  cause. 

Mrs  L ,  aBt.  43  years.  This  lady,  residing  at  Geneva,  Swit- 
zerland, first  wrote  to  me  in  February,  1868.  At  that  time  she  had 
been  suiFering  for  more  than  twenty  years  from  fistula  in  ano,  and  for 
nearly  three  years  had  been  bedridden.  When  young  she  suffered 
from  ascaris  vermicularis,  and  she  stated  that  all  her  sufferings  had 
arisen  from  the  quantities  of  drastic  purgatives,  such  aa  Calomel, 
Cow-itch  (Mucuna  pruriens),  Gamboge,  &c.,  &c.,  with  which  she  had 
been  literally  poisoned,  giving  rise  to  constant  heat  and  irritation  in 
the  rectum,  but  it  was  not  until  the  birth  of  her  second  child,  when 
she  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  that  a  tumor  was  discovered  in 
the  rectum,  which  was  removed  by  Dr.  Copeland.  She  stated  that 
at  that  time  she  was  greatly  exhausted  by  incessant  suffering,  caused 
by  the  formation  of  one  abscess  after  another,  which  communicated 
with  the  rectum,  and  during  the  whole  of  the  last  twenty  years  she 
has  been  more  or  less  a  sufferer. 

On  the  8th  May,  1858,  I  proceeded  to  Geneva  to   see  this   lady, 
where  I  found  her  in  a  dreadful  state,  weak  and  emaciated  from   the 
profuse   discharge,  in  constant  suffering,  and   confined  for   so  long  a 
time  to  her  couch,  that  I  almost  despaired  of  being  able  to  do  much 
for  her.     The  whole  of  the  left  nates  was  swollen  and  discolored,  the 
skin  being  deprived  of  the  cuticle,  and  irritated  by  the  constant  dis 
charge  ;  about  an  iqch  and  a  half  from  the  anus  there  was  the  orifice 
of  a  large  sinus  opening,  lined  with  a  thick   cartilaginous  membrane, 
with  everted  edges,  and  around   the  skin  was  livid   and   discolored. 
This  was  the  original  fistula,  of  more  than  twenty  years'  standing ;  it 
communicated  direct  with  the  intestinal  canal.     About  an  inch  from 
this  fistula,  between  the  os  coccygis  and  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium, 
there  was  another  large  fistulous   opening,   the  result  of  an   abscess 
which  broke  in  June,  1857.      Besides  these,  there  were  five  other 
distinct  openings,  through   which   I  easily  introduced   a  probe,  and 
found  that  which  communicated  with  the  first  sinus.      At   this  time, 
from  the  lady's  exhausted  state,  I  could  not  attempt  any  surgical 
treatment,  further  than  to  allay  the  excessive  irritation,  to  arrest  the 
profuse  discharge,  to  ease  her  constant  suffering,  and,  if  possible,  to 
recruit  her  feeble  strength.     For  this  pupose  she  took  different  med- 
icines, as  the  symptoms  required  ;  such  as  the  Hydrastis  canadensis, 
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Arsenicum^  Calcarea  carb.,  Cuprum^  &c.,  &c.  The  bowels  were 
regulated,  when  Deoessary,  with  Sulphu7\  Nux  v.,  or  Opium,  The 
sinuses  were  injected  daily  with  an  infusion  of  the  root  of  the 
Hydrastis  canadensis^  and  the  external  irritation  was  soothed  by 
cloths  dipped  in  the  same,  and  kept  applied  over  the  whole  of  the 
left  hip.  Her  diet  was  nutritious  and  stimulant.  As  the  warm 
weather  was  approaching  I  advised  her,  if  possible,  to  be  removed 
to  some  of  the  neighboring  villages,  so  as  to  escape  from  the  heat  and 
din  of  the  town.  I  heard  regularly  from  the  lady,  and  was  delighted 
that  every  Week  produced  a  marked  change  for  the  better.  She  had 
been  removed  to  the  village  of  Pregny  without  increased  suffering. 

On  the  11th  September  following,  I  again  left  London  to  vist  her. 
I  arrived  at  Pregny  on  Tuesday,  14th,  when  I  found  the  lady's  gen- 
eral health  much  improved,  but  she  was  still  unable  to  sit  up,  and  was 
only  easy  when  reclining  on  a  couch,  or  in  bed.  The  discharge  from 
the  sinuses  was  not  so  ichorous,  but  still  it  was  far  from  being  healthy 
pus.  That  afternoon  I  overstretched  the  sphincter  ani,  and  threw 
into  the  fistulas,  by  means  of  an  Anell's  syringe,  a  strong  solution  of 
sulphate  of  zinc.  This  injection  caused  no  pain,  and  she  passed  an 
excellent  night.  On  the  morning  and  evening  of  the  15th  I  again 
injected  the  parts  with  a  saturated  solution  of  the  sulphate.  The 
pain  caused  by  this  did  not  last  five  minutes,  and  the  relief  from  the 
old  uneasy  sensation  was  very  marked.     On  the  17th  I  found  Mrs. 

L to  be  so  well  that  I  proposed  she  should  accompany  me  on  the 

following  Monday  to  London.  This  proposition  to  a  lady  who  had 
had  been  bedridden  for  nearly  three  years  took  herself  and  family  by 
surprise  ;  but  after  consulting  together  for  a  short  time,  and  having 
confidence  in  me,  from  God  having  blessed  the  means  I  employed,  so 
far,  they  readily  consented  and  gave  her  a  carte  blanche  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  These,  by  means  of  the  telegraph,  were 
speedily  completed,  and  on  Monday  forenoon,  the  20th  September, 
the  lady  left  Pregny  in  a  litter  for  Geneva,  where  a  compartment  in 
a  carriage  had  been  retained  for  her.  We  arrived  in  Paris  early  on 
Tuesday  morning,  where  a  litter  was  in  readiness,  and  conveyed  her 
to  Meurice's,  where  she  rested  until  the  next  forenoon,  when  she  was 
again  carried  to  the  station  of  the  Great.  Northern  Railway  It  was 
near  midnight  when  we  reached  Calais,  and  my  patient  was  but  little 
fatigued.  I  had  her  immediately  conveyed  on  board  of  a  steamboat, 
which  sailed  shortly  afterwards  direct  for  London  Bridge,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  Thursday  forenoon,  the  26th.  An  invalid  carriage  was 
in  waiting,  and  by  one  o'clock  this  poor  lady  was  in  her  lodgings 
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in  St.  John's  Wood,  very  little  fatigued,  and  during  the  whole  journey 
she  had  not  suffered  any  pain.     The  treatment  was  persevered  in. 

Within  a  month  after  Her  arrival  she  had  so  far  recovered 
and  gained  strength  as  to  be  able  to  be  up  each  day;  in  another 
month  she  took  daily  carriage  and  walking  exercise,  and  early  in  the 
year  1859  she  was  able  to  walk  two  or  three  miles  without  fatigue. 
She  progressed  rapidly,  but  from  the  extent  of  disease  it  would  have 
required  a  very  long  time  to  effect  a  radical  cure.  I  have  no  doubt 
bat  this  would  have  been  done  if  she  had  been  able  to  remain  under 
my  care.  During  the  greater  portion  of  this  time  the  constitutional 
treatment  was  carried  out  by  my  friend  Dr.  J.  Garth  Wilkinson. 

I  met  a  cousin  of  the  lady  some  three  years  ago,  who  told  me 

that  Mrs.  L was  at  that. time  very  comfortable,  and  was  able  to 

go  about  and  enjoy  herself.  By  these  simple  means,  which  I  employed, 
and  with  God's  blessing  in  this  remarkable  case,  this  poor  lady  was 
rescued  from  a  state  of  great  suffering,  and  was  restored  to  the 
society  of  her  family  and  friends. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  lady  wrote  to  me  ; 
it  is  so  full  and  explicit,  I  insert  it  without  remark. 

London,  4th  June,  1859. 

"My  Dear  Sir: — A  statement  of  my  case  may  induce  others  suf- 
ferers to  seek  your  assistance  :  and  this  hope  induces  me  to  say  a  few 
words  about  myself,  for  the  encouragement  of  all  those  who  are  afflicted 
with  the  malady  which  for  twenty  years  has  been  the  torment  of  my 
life.  When  I  consulted  you  last  year,  I  had  been  bedridden  for  more 
than  two  years,  and  I  was  reduced  to  such  weakness  as  to  be  unable 
to  move  without  assistance.  Three  months  after  the  commencement 
of  your  treatment,  I  was  restored  beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
my  friends,  and  I  have  every  right  to  believe  that  before  long,  under 
God's  blessing,  you  will  complete  my  cure.  As  I  know  that  absurd 
reports  are  extant,  relating  to  the  severity  of  your  remedies,  and  the 
great  pain  they  inflict,  I  beg  to  bear  witness  that  in  my  instance  I 
found  them  trifling  indeed,  in  com}>arison  to  the  slow  torturo  of  my 
disease.  The  inconvenience  lasted  but  for  a  few  minutes,  and  is  not 
to  be  mentioned  when  compared  to  the;  speedy  and  excellent  effects  of  the 
remedy.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  add,  that  I  have  been  operated  upon  by 
one  of  the  leading  London  surgeons,  and  that  I  have  been  also  under 
the  care  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  on  the  Continent, 
without  benefit.     Should  any  one  desire  to  see  me  on  the  subject  of 
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this  letter,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  give  all  the  information  in  my 
power. 

**  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"S.  L. 

"  To  John  Pattison,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

10,  Cavendish  Road,  St.  John's  Wood,  London.'* 

Mr.  F  — ,  aet.  58  years,  from  Manchester.  This  gentlemen  visited 
me  on  the  18th  August,  1861.  He  had  been  suffering  for  some  years 
from  fistula  in  ano,  and  about  six  months  previously  had  been  operated 
on  in  the  usual  manner.  The  operation  proved  unsucessful,  and  rather 
than  submit  to  another,  he  placed  himself  under  my  care.  I  visited 
him'^at  Furnivars  Inn,  Holborn,  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  vrhen 
I  overstretched  the  sphincter  ani,  and  dressed  the  sinuses  vrith  the 
sulphate.  These  dressings  were  applied  only  four  times,  when  the 
pyogenic  membrane  was  destroyed.  The  pain  was  so  trifling  that  he 
preferred  coming  up  daily  from  Furnival's  Inn  to  St.  John's  Wood  to 
be  dressed.  In  three  weeks  he  returned  home  quite  well,  and  T 
believe  he  has  remained  so  ever  since. 

Since  my  first  case,  in  1854,  I  have  had  some  fifteen  cases  of  this 
disease,  which  I  have  treated  in  this  new  manner.  All  were  eminently 
successful,  excepting  one,  and  that  was,  perhaps,  more  owing  to  the 
restlessness  of  the  patient  than  anything  else.  It  was  the  case  of  a 
merchant,  residing  in  Porchester  Square,  a  nervous,  excitable  man, 
who  sadly  wanted  repose  in  his  composition ^  as  he  never  was  still.  I 
dressed  him  every  morning,  and  immediatly  afterwards  he  used  to  walk 
down  to  St.  Paul's  Church  Yard,  to  business.  The  sphincter  was  over- 
stetched  about  once  a  fortnight.  Progress  was  very  slow,  probably 
owing  to  the  dressing  being  removed  by  walking.  We  both  got  tired, 
and  he  placed  himself  under  the  care  of  a  pure  surgeon,  with  virhat 
result  I  cannot  tell,  as  he  shortly  after  this  left  the  country.  Surely, 
however,  I  have  advanced  proof  sufficient  to  show  the  originality,  sim- 
plicity, and  comparatively  painless  treatment  for  a  sad  disease,  which 
before  could  only  be  cured  by  a  severe  and  bloody  operation. 


Since  I  commenced  this  paper  a  friend  has  sent  me  a  pamphlet, 
written  by  Dr.  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  in  which  he  gives  several 
cases  of  irf  itation  of  the  anus  being  cured  by  paralzing  the  sphincter.* 
The  date  of  his  first  case  is  1861,  my  first  operation  was  performed  in 
1854.     Dr.  Van  Buren  states  that  Recamier,  of  Paris,  first  proposed 

*  **  Contributions  to  Practical  Surgery.'*    By  W.  B.  Van  Buren,  M.  D.    J.  B.  Lippenoott  & 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  1865. 
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paralyzing  the  sphincter  for  irritable  ulcer,  but  he  makes  no  mention 
of  its  ever  having  been  applied  in  fistula  in  ano  ;  nor  does  he  mention 
the  date  when  Recamier  first  proposed  doing  so. 


For  the  American  HomoBopathic  Observer. 
IMPACTED    FBACTUItE    OF    THE    NECK    OF    THE   FEUCUB. 


BY   LEWIS   O.   LOWE,  H.   D. 


In  reviewing  my  surgical  cases  for  the  year  1866,  I  recall  two 
which  I  think  it  possible  may  be  worth  noting  in  your  "  Observer,*^ 

I  was  called,  in  January  1865,  in  company  with  another  physician 
to  visit  a  patient  of  70  years  or  upwards,  who  had  fallen  in  his  wood- 
shed, having  stumbled  over  the  chopping  block  while  carrying  an 
annful  of  wood.  The  force  of  the  blow  was  upon  his  left  hip.  By 
the  fall  he  was  deprived  entirely  of  the  use  of  his  left  leg.  After 
lying  in  this  helpless  condition  for  about  an  hour,  he  was  discovered 
and  carried  into  the  house  and  laid  upon  his  back,  on  the  bed,  in 
which  position  we  found  him; 

On  inspection  nothing  was  revealed  save  a  slight  shortening  of 
the  limb,  and  an  evertion  of  the  foot.  On  applying  passive  motion, 
rotation,  flexion,  &c.,  we  could  discover  neither  restricted  nor  too  free 
motion.  No  pain  accompanied  the  manipulations,  save  when  the  leg 
was  moved  suddenly  in  a  horizontal  plane. 

From  these  data^  I  diagnosed,  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  ; 
apd  as  we  could  detect  no  crepitus,  and  no  undue  flaccidity  of  the 
limb,  and  as  the  leg  was  shortened  and  the  foot  everted,  I  regarded 
it  as  an  impacted  fracture.  Other  physicians  who  saw  the  case 
differed  from  me,  and  for  a  time  led  me  to  believe  that  my  decision 
was  incorrect.  About  three  months  after  this,  however,  I  was  called 
to  anotl^er  patient,  an  elderly  lady,  who  had  slipped  down,  striking 
her  hip  and  depriving  her  of  the  use  of  her  leg.  I  found  the  case 
exactly  similar  to  the  previous  one,  and  satisfied  myself  that  it  was 
an  impacted  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  became 
confirmed  in  my  original  diagnosis  of  the  first  case. 

My  decision  with  regard  to  these  cases  was  founded  on  remarks 
made  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow  in  his  lectures  on  fractures,  delivered 
before  the  medical  class  in  Boston,  while  I  was  a  student.  He  has 
made  the  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  a  special  study,  and  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  attempting  to  give  an  abridged  description  of 
this  impacted  fracture,  as  explained  to  the  class  by  Prof.  Bigelow. 
On  examining  the  femur  internally,  we  find  its  upper  portion  to  con- 
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sist  of  a  series  of  laminae,  stretching  across  from  the  oater  walls. 
These,  by  their  intersection,  give  to  the  interior  of  the  bone  a  can- 
cellated structure,  which  serves  to  strengthen  this  portion  of  the 
bone,  which  is  expanded  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  many  mus- 
cles  attached   to  the  trochanters  and  intertrochanteric   line.      The 

anterior  wall  of  the  bone  is  here  thick,  but  the  posterior  is  almost 
as  thin  as  paper.  The  part  of  the  shaft  to  which  the  lower  side  of 
the  neck  is  attached,  is  thinner  than  at  the  intersection  of  the  upper 
portion.  As  the  bones  of  old  people  are  comparatively  brittle,  a  fall 
upon  the  hip  not  unfrequently  fractures  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone, 
and  if  this  fracture  be  near  its  line  of  union  with  the  shaft,  may 
break  down  the  cancellated  structure,  and  weak  portion  of  the  wall, 
on  the  anterior  and  inferior  boundary  line.  If  the  blow  be  sufficient 
to  firmly  impact  the  broken  extremities,  we  shall  detect  neither  crep- 
itus nor  undue  mobility  of  the  limb  on  applying  passive  motion  ;  but 
an  evident  retraction  of  the  leg  and  evertion  of  the  foot ;  for  as  only 
the  front  and  lower  portions  of  the  cervix  enter  the  bone,  the  parts 
being  weakest  here,  we  have  the  shaft  rotated  outwards,  while  the 
neck  is  turned  down  to  a  right  angle  causing  the  shortening. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  Prof.  Bigelow  advises  only  rest  and 
slight  extension,  and  says  we  cannot  give  a  very  favorable  prognosis, 
as  this  form  of  fracture  is  confined  mostly  to  the  aged. 

In  the  two  cases  above  referred  to,  one  patient  has  recovered  the 
use  of  his  limb  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  walk  with  the  aid  of  crutch  and 
cane.  The  other,  78  years  of  age,  is  not  able  to  walk,  and  has  only 
recovered  the  use  of  her  leg  to  a  slight  extent.  In  neither  of  these 
cases  did  I  advise  extension,  thinking  there  would  be  no  chance  for 
union,  if  the  parts  were  separated  in  the  least. 

It  is  possible,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  may  at  some  future  time  draw 
from  my  memory  and  my  note  book,  some  of  the  remarks  of  Prof. 
Bigelow,  on  an  usual  variety  of  dislocations  of  the  hip  joint,  since 
the  Professor  has  not  as  yet  published  his  work  on  Surgery,  which  we 
are  led  to  expect,  and  which  every  one  of  his  former  pupils  is  impa- 
tient to  have  lying  on  his  table. 


Catarrhal  Ophthalmia. — Henry  Hancock,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  in 
British  Medical  Journal^  June,  1865,  says  :  "  From  many  years* 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  catarrhal  ophthalmia  by  local  astrin- 
gents, such  as  Nitrate  of  silver  J  Sulphate  of  zinc^  etc.,  I  am  convinced, 
more  frequently  than  otherwise,  that  their  employment  prolongs  the 
complaint,  and  causes  granulation  of  the  lids.  Freely  admitting  that 
bleeding,  local  or  general,  frequent  doses  of  Calomel^  or  any  violent 
depleting  remedies,  do  harm  and  should  be  avoided,  as  in  erysipelas, 
I  have  for  some  years  past  entirely  restricted  my  treatment  of 
catarrhal  ophthalmia  to  constitutional  remedies,  for  the  most  part  of 
an  attractive,  a  stimulating,  and  tonic  character,  merely  directing  the 
eyes  to  be  fomented  frequently  with  warm  water,  as  much  for  the 
purpose  of  cleanliness  as  of  comfort.'* 
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For  the  American  Homceopathic  Obserter. 


The  following  very  unusual  and  interesting  case,  has  been  kindly 
famished  us  by  the  medical  gentleman  connected  with  it.  Similar 
malformations  not  unfrequently  occur  in  the  spinal  region,  but  I  can 
find  no  case  on  record  where  it  has  been  found  to  exist  in  the  skull. 
Hoping  the  case  may  prove  instructive  to  your  readers,  I  give  it  as 
nearly  as  possible  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  who  reported  it. 

Cleveland y  Ohio,  W. 

Case. — Female  child  nine  months  old.  Fifth  child,  and  like  all 
the  rest  of  the  family,  strongly  marked  with  a  scrofulous  diathesis. 
All  the  children  died  young.  On  the  mother's  side,  the  ancestors 
hid  been  much  afflicted  with  cancer.  At  birth  of  this  child,  a  large 
tnmor^was  found  fully  formed  in  the  occipital  region,  measuring  four- 
teen inches  in  circumference,  and  filled  with  a  serous  fluid,  which,  on 
being  evacuated,  emitted  a  very  foetid  odor.  The  tumor  gradually 
inereased  with  the  growth  of  the  child,  until  it  became  very  bulky 
and  troublesome.  Upon  consultation,  an  operation  was  deemed  advis- 
able. Dr.  J.  G.  Schmidt,  of  Detroit,  assisted  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Sawyer, 
and  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Cooper,  Palmer  and  others,  placed  the 
child  upon  the  operating  table,  upon  its  left  side,  and  with  a  strong 
cat-gut  and  double  canula,  cast  a  ligature  round  the  pedicle  of  the 
tamor,  at  a  little  distance  from  the  head  of  the  child.  As  soon  as 
the  tumor  presented  the  appearance  of  strangulation,  a  trochar  was 
introduced,  and  the  accumulated  fluid  drawn  off.  The  ligature  was 
steadily  tightened  as  the  child  would  seem  to  bear.  Presently 
another  trochar  was  introduced,  and  the  canula  left  in,  like  the  first, 
to  tholroughly  drain  the  fluid  out.  Two  tourniquettes  were  then 
applied,  to  more  fully  evacuate  the  tumor  and  complete  strangulation. 
The  tourniquettes  were  subsequently  removed,  and  the  tumor  left  for 
the  night  under  the  action  of  the  ligatures  alone.  During  the  night 
the  child  rested  well  and  nursed  the  bottle  freely. 

The  following  day  the  child  seemed  somewhat  weaker,  and  the 
tomor  emitted  an  offensive  odor,  and  otherwise  showed  thorough  dis- 
organization. The  necessity  for  entire  removal  being  most  unmistaka- 
bly clear,  Dr.  Schmidt,  with  Drs.  Sawyer,  Dorsch  and  Cooper,  met 
at  2  p.  M.  that  day.  After  carefully  exploring  with  a  probe  the 
internal  structure  of  the  mass.  Dr.  S.  cut  boldly  across  the  neck  of 
the  tumor,  until  he  reached  its  central  portion,  when  turning  his 
Bcalpel  he  divided  the  whole  mass  through  its  longest  diameter.    As 
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nothing  was  found  to  contra-indicate  the  entire  removal  of  the  tumor, 
it  was  accordingly  done  by  continuing  the  transverse  incision  through 
the  entire  structure.  About  the  neck  of  the  tumor,  the  tissues  were 
semi-cartilaginous,  but  the  body  was  a  pultaceous  mass,  composed  of 
membranous,  areolae,  nervous  and  vascular  tissues,  filled  with  extra- 
yasated  blood.  The  operation  caused  little  haBmorrhage  and  but  slight 
pain.  One  hour  after,  however,  the  child  went  into  a  spasm,  from 
which  time  it  gradually  sank,  and  finally  died  without  a  struggle. 
In  the  earlier  part  of  its  existence,  it  was  subject  to  spasms  which 
were  always  relieved  by  evacuating  the  tumor. 

Reasons  for  operating  :  1.  Request  of  parents.  2.  The  parents 
having  had  so  many  similarly  deformed  children.  3.  Never  having 
seen  any  notice  of  such  a  tumor  in  the  occipital  region.  4.  Having 
prognosticated  that  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  tumor  might 
have  been  performed  without  any  material  jeopardy  to  the  child>  if 
performed  soon  after  birth,  which  was  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
gentlemen  present  confirmed  by  an  autopsy,  which  disclosed  a  mem- 
braneous septum  between  the  cerebellum  and  the  interior  of  the 
tumor.  Moreover,  the  operation  had  no  visible  effect  upon  the 
nervous  system  of  the  child. 

NITBOUS    OXIDE    GAS    AS    AN   ANiESTHETIC. 


Ijetter  trouk  ProfeMor  Carnocliaii  to   Dr.  Colton. 


Doctor  G.  Q.  Colton:  Sir —  I  have  received  yours  of. the  15th, 
requesting  a  general  statement  of  the  facts  respecting  the  three  sur- 
gical operations  which  I  performed  with  the  nitrous  oxide  gas,  admin- 
istered by  yourself  as  the  anaesthetic,  and  my  opinion  on  the  value  of 
this  new  agent,  as  compared  with  chloroform  and  ether. 

The  first  operation  took  place  on  the  22d  of  last  July,  and  was  the 
removal  of  the  entire  breast  and  glands  of  the  axilla,  for  cancer.  The 
patient,  a  lady  in  feeble  health,  was  suffering  from  disease  of  the  throat 
and  lungs  and  general  debility.  In  thirty-five  seconds  from  the  time 
she  began  inhaling  the  gas  she  was  in  a  profound  anassthetic  sleep. 
She  remained  insensible  for  sixteen  consecutive  minutes  until  the 
operation  was  completed,  and  in  forty-five  seconds  from  the  time  the 
bag  was  removed,  awoke  to  conciousness  without  nausea,  sickness,  or 
vomiting,  as  is  so  often  the  case  with  the  inhalation  of  chloroform 
and  sulphuric  ether.      • 

The  second  and  third  capital  operations  occurred  at  the  State  Hos- 
pital on  the  2d  instant,  and  consisted  of  two  amputations  of  leg.     The 
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time  required  to  produce  anaesthetic  sleep  in  the  first  patient,  a  male 
adalt,  extremely  debilitated  and  worn  out  by  disease,  was  forty  seconds 
— time  in  returning  to  consciousness  fifteen  seconds  ;  whole  duration 
of  the  operation  and  influence,  two  minutes  and  a  quarter.  No  nausea 
or  unpleasant  symptoms. 

The  third  operation  was  on  a  boy,  of  about  thirteen  years  of  age. 
The  time  consumed  in  inhalation,  operation,  and  recovering  from  the 
aniBsthetic  sleep  was  two  minutes  ;  the  gas  working  equally  as  well  as 
in  the  other  cases  and  the  patient  after  complete  anaesthesia  awaking 
entirely  free  from  unpleasant  symptoms. 

For  minor  operations,  or  for  capital  operations,  such  as  amputations, 
which  when  properly  performed  should  require  but  a  few  minutes,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  nitrous  oxide  gas  as  an  anaesthetic  is 
Cur  superior  to  either  chloroform  or  ether.  Insensibility  is  suddenly 
produced  and  the  patient  recovers  consciousness  quickly,  the  operation 
being  attended  with  no  nausea  oc  sickness  and  without  the  dangerous 
effects  often  incident  to  chloroform  and  ether. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  nitrous  oxide  gas  approximates  in 
its  chemical  combinations  to  the  composition  of  the  ordinary  atmos- , 
phere,  and  we  may  thus,  inferential ly,  account  for  its  more  favorable 
influences.  Whether  it  can  be  used  in  operations  which  from  their 
nature  require  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour's  time,  remains  still  to  be 
proved  by  actual  experiment.  The  duration  of  the  anaesthetic  influence 
in  the  case  of  the  first  operation,  previously  alluded  to,  is  the  longest 
on  record,  and  I  may  here  state  that  this  is  the  first  capital  operation 
performed  under  the  influence  of  the  gas,  since  the  great  discovery 
of  Wells  of  Hartford,  twenty-two  years  ago,  that  a  harmless  sleep  could 
be  produced  by  a  chemical  agent  which  could  annul  for  the  time  being 
the  greatest  suffering.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  had  Wells  lived 
and  had  the  boldness  to  follow  up  his  early  and  successful  experiments, 
chloroform  and  ether  would  never  have  been  thought  of  as  anaethetics. 

To  you  is  due  the  credit  of  reviving  the  use  of  this  important 
agent,  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  after  a  lull  of  twenty-two  years. 

The  value  of  a  safe  anaesthetic  agent,  which  can  be  used  without 

anticipation  of  danger  by  the  patient,  is  a  great  boon  to  suffering 

humanity,  and  I  have  related  thus  minutely  its  action  in  my  own  cases 

in  the  belief  that  if  similar  favorable  results  are  met  with  by  others, 

the  nitrous  oxide  gas  will  supersede  all  other  anaesthetics  now  in  use. 

J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.    D. 
Surgesn-in-Chief  to  State  Hosjpital^  ifc,  ifc, 

14  East  Sixteenth  street.  New  York,  Dec.  22,  1865. 
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A    SIUPUB    MOSS  OF   TuvAMTTimffft   THE  FUirDXrS   OOTTLI. 


BY  DR.   A.  H*  BOSEBUBOH,   TOBONTO. 


>  I  find  that  the  fundus  of  the  eye  can  be  examined  without  the 
mirror  of  the  ophthalmoscope  as  follows  :  The  lamp  is  placed  on  a 
table  in  a  dark  room.  The  patient  is  seated  on  a  chair  two  or  three 
feet  from  the  table,  and  facing  the  light.  The  chair  of  the  observer 
is  placed  with  the  back  against  the  table  and  between  the  patient  and 
the  lamp.  When  the  surgeon  is  seated,  the  lamp,  should  be  imme- 
diately behind  the  right  shoulder  and  very  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
eye.  By  now  bringing  the  right  eye  in  a  line  with  the  lamp  and  the 
eye  of  the  patient,  but  so  as  not  to  shade  it,  if  the  pupil  had  been 
previously  dilated  with  atropine — the  fundus  is  seen  to  be  illuminated. 
In  order  to  see  the  details  of  the  posterior  internal  surface  of  the 
eye,  a  lens  of  about  two  inches  focus  is  placed  within  an  inch  or  two 
inches  of  the  eye  under  examination.  An  inverted  image  of  the 
fundus  can  now  be  seem  forming  an  aerial  image  about  two  inches  in 
front  of  the  lens. 

The  optic  nerve  entrance  and  the  radiations  of  the  retinal  vessels 
can  be  seen  by  directing  the  patient  to  look  at  the  light,  or  two  or 
three  inches  farther  from  the  surgeon's  eye,  but  in  the  same  horizon- 
tal line. — Canada  Med.  Jotirnal,  Sept.,  1865,  p.  106. 

AN    IMPBOVED    SPECULUM    FOB    THE    EYE. 


BY   J.   Z.    LATJBENCB,   ESQ.,   SURGEON   TO   THE  OPHTHALMIC  HOSPITAL,  60UTHWABK. 


I  shall  briefly  enumerate  the  disadvantages  of  the  wire  speculum 
in  ordinary  use  for  exposing  the  eyeball  for  operations,  and  the  reme 
dies  I  have  introduced  in  my  form  of  instrument. 

1.  The  parts  of  the  instrument  which  are  directly  employed  in 
separating  the  eyelids  are  too  short— they  do  not  separate  them  in 
their  entire  lengths  ;  in  my  instrument  these  parts  of  the  instrument 
are  increased  to  about  the  seven-eighths  of  an  inch. 

2.  These  same  parts  are  straight ;  in  my  instrument  they  are 
gently  curved,  in  conformity  with  the  natural  curves  of  the  palpebral 
sinuses  ;  thus  any  separate  and  unnatural  dragging  on  individual 
parts  of  the  eyelids  is  avoided. 

3.  Whenever  the  patient  resists,  more  or  less  violently,  by  pow- 
erful spasmodic  action  of  his  orbicular  muscle,  the  separation  of  the 
eyelids  by  the  wire  speculum,  the  eyelids,  especially  the  upper  one, 
are  forced  down  over  or  under  the  wires,  so  that  the  part  of  the  eye- 
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hall  exposed  to  view  is  materially  diminished  ;  indeed,  in  certain 
operations  (e.  g.,  those  on  the  cornea,  iris  and  lens),  more  especially 
when  the  eyeballs  are  much  sunken  or  small,  the  action  of  the  wire 
speonlum  is  practically  annihilated. 

This  disadvantage  I  have  met  by  substituting  for  the  wires,  which 
flhonld  separate  the  eyelids,  grooves  of  metal — troughs,  if  I  may  so 
say — ^which  receive  the  eyelids  and  absolutely  prevent  their  overlap- 
ping, and  thus  contracting  the  surgeon's  field  of  operation. 

1.  With  the  head-rest  4^  the  head ;  2.  With  this  speculum 
expose  the  globe  fully ;  3.  With  bulldog  forceps  fix  the  eyeball  itself, 
and  you  may  operate  on  the  most  unruly  subjects  and  children  with- 
out assistants,  without  chloroform  (where  the  nature  of  the  operation 
does  not  specially  indicate  it),  with  the  greatest  ease  and  certainty. 
My  own  experience  in  all  kinds  of  operations  on  the  eye  of  the  pre- 
ceding method  of  securing  immobility  for  the  purpose  of  operation 
ia  most  favorable.  I  now  submit  it  to  others  less  prejudiced,  perhaps, 
than  myself. — Med,  Times  and  Gazette^  June  24,  1865,  p.  647. 


»  ♦  ■< 


Patma  ptoa. 


PBOVING     OF  .  ASCIiEPIAS    TTJBEBOSA. 


BT   THOMAS  NICHOL,   H.  D.,  OF   BELVILLE,   C.  W. 


The  Prover  is  34  years  of  age,  strong  and  muscular,  of  sanguine 
temperament,  with  fair  hair  and  gray  eyes.  Has  been  accustomed  to 
the  proving  of  drugs,  and  is  very  susceptible  to  their  influence. 

On  Nov.  9th,  1865,  being  in  excellent  health,  I  took  at  11:45*a.  m. 
20  drops  of  the  1st  decimal  dilution  of  a  tincture  of  Asclepia  tuberosa 
procured  from  Dr.  Lodge's  Pharmacy ;  in  fifteen  minutes  dry  cough 
with  constriction  of  the  throat ;  at  12  o'clock  feeling  of  warmth  in  the 
chest,  with  dull  pain  at  the  base  of  both  lungs,  with  feeling  of  tight- 
ii.ess.  At  12:30  p.  m.  sharp  pains  shooting  from  the  left  nipple  down- 
ward, with  stiffness  of  the  left  side  of  the  neck.  The  pulse  was  64 
at  the  commencement  of  the  proving,  it  is  now  88  and  small.  Warmth 
of  the  skin.  At  3  p.  m.  took  30  drops  1st  decim.  dil.,  at  3:30,  return 
of -the  pain  beneath  the  left  nipple,  with  palpitation  of  the  heart. 
Throughout  the  evening  the  pains  kept  increasing,  making  respiration 
painful,  especially  at  the  base  of  the  left  luAg,  which  is  dull  on  per- 
cnsssion,  while  the  cough  is  dry  and  spasmodic.     At  10  p.  m.  took  40 

12 
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drops  ^rst  dec.  dil.  Was  awake  aboat  4  a.  m.  and  found  tbat  the  pain 
was  increased  and  the  cough  worse.  Towards  evening  unusual  eleva- 
tion of  spirits. 

Nov.  10th.  Took  40  drops  at  11  a.  m.  At  12  m.  dull  aching  headache 
in  the  forehead  and  vertex,  which  is  aggravated  by  motion  and  relieved 
by  lying  down.  At  12:25  p.  m.  rumbling  and  uneasiness  in  the  bow- 
els with  feeling  of  heat  in  the  umbilical  region.  The  headache  presses 
deeply  on  the  base  of  the  skull,  and  is  very  similar  to  the  Ipec.  head- 
ache. Itching  of  the  skin  of  the  thighs,  though  no  eruption  is  visible. 
At  4:30  p.  M.  the  pain  moved  up  to  behind  the  sternum,  and  became 
more  sharp  and  cutting ;  aggravated  by  drawing  a  long  breath  and  by 
motion  of  the  hands  as  in  triturating.  Chilly,  with  cold  feet,  though 
the  room  was  warm.  At  6  p,  m.  took  40  drops.  Singing  or  loud 
speaking  aggravates  the  thoracic  pain.     At  10  p.  m.  took  40  drops. 

Nov.  11th.  At  9:30  p.  m.  took  50  drops  of  the  same  preparation. 
Swimming  of  the  head  with  dullness  behind  the  forehead.  Continued 
itching  of  the  thighs  and  nates.  The  cough^continues  dry  and  harsh, 
and  coughing  causes  pain  in  the  forehead  and  also  in^he  abdomen. 
The  pain  in  the  lungs  is  relieved  by  bending  forward.  The  spaces 
between  the  ribs  close  to  the  sternum  are  tender  on  pressure,  and  the 
pain,  which  is  quick,  darting  and  more  acute  than  at  first,  shoots  over 
to  the  right  side.  At  noon  the  pain  was  shooting  up  to  the  left 
shoulder  which  was  painful  in  motion.  At  9  p.  m.  the  cheerful  mood 
changed,  and,  without  any  exterior  cause,  I  became  fretful  and 
peevish. 

Nov.  12th.  Had  uneasy  sleep  during  the  first  part  of  the  prece- 
ding night,  with  frightful  dreams,  which  awoke  me  at  3  a.  m.  Found 
that  the  pain  of  the  left  lung  had  abated,  and  had  left  a  feeling  of 
weariness,  though  the  pain  returned  on  coughing  or  drawing  a  deep 
respiration.  The  pain  is  now  very  acute  on  the  right  side,  and  seems 
to  be  seated  in  the  pleura.  Cough  dry  and  hacking,  though  a  little 
mucus  is  raised  with  a  great,  effort.  9  a.  m.  head  feels  dull  and 
gloomy,  and  there  are  sharp,  shooting  pains  in  the  right  shoulder. 
10  p.  M.  took  20  drops  of  the  mother  tincture.  At  4  p.  m.  pressing 
pain  in  the  bowels  and  emission  of  fetid  flatulence.  At  5  p.  m.  press- 
ive  pain  in  the  stomach,  with  rumbling  in  the  bowels.  Languor  and 
disinclination  for  work.  Awoke  at  3  a.  m,  by  rumbling'in  the  bowels 
accompanied  by  sharp  cutting  pains ;  felt  tranquil  and  calm,  though 
the  pain  was  very  severe. 

Nov.  13th.  Soft  and  fetid  stool  at  11  a.  m.,  preceded  by  rumbling 
in  bowels.     Thoracic  pains  easier  to-day,  though  they  are  still  felt  in 
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the  region  of  the  diaphraghm  and  on  motion.  At  4  p.  m.  took  30  drops 
of  the  mother  tincture.  At  5  p.  m.  another  stool  similar  to  that  in 
the  morning  ;  this  is  an  unusual  occurrence.  At  11  p.  m.  urging  to 
stool.  Slept  all  night,  but  had  gloomy  and  frightful  dreams.  On 
awaking  at  6  a.  m.  rumbling  in  the  bowels  with  soreness  of  the  peri- 
toneum ;  a  dull  pain  on  pressure. 

Nov.  14th.  At  7  A.  M.  took  40  drops  of  the  1st  dec,  dil.,  as  I  had 
noted  more  decided  symptoms  from  it  than  from  the  mother  tincture. 
Languid  and  dull  all  day,  both  in  body  and  mind.  Felt  precisely  as 
if  I  were  recovering  from  a  long  and  severe  sickness.  The  appetite 
is  deficient,  and  there  is  a  disagreeable  feeling  of  weight  at  the 
stomach. 

Nov.  15th.  Aching  pains  in  the  knees,  and  driving  pains  in  the 
thighs,  and  feel  still  more  languid  than  on  the  preceding  day.  Slept 
all  night  till  5  a.  m.,  when  I  was  awoke  by  frightful  dreams,  which 
had  haunted  me  all  night.  The  chest  feels  weak  and  sore,  without 
cough,  though  no  pain  is  felt  on  drawing  a  long  breath, 


•  ♦  • 


^imlhn^. 


VALEDICTORY     ADDRESS 

To  the  Gradnaiing  Class  of  the  Homaopathic  Medical  College  of  Mtssovri^  by  E.  C. 

FRANKLIN,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 

Oentlebten  : — The  occasion  upon  which  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
addressing  you  may  seem  to  be  one  of  simple  occurrence,  possessing  no 
great  amount  of  either  novelty  or  importance;  and  yet  the  act  I  now 
perform,  of  delivering  a  valedictory,  terminating  ihe/ourth  course  of 
regular  lectures  in  this  College,  may  prove  of  great  value  in  the 
new  relations  you  have  this  day  assumed,  as  co-laborers  in  the  great 
work  of  medical  progress. 

Upon  me  devolves  the  honorable  duty  of  welcoming  you,  in  behalf 
of  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Homoeopathic  College  of  Missouri, 
into  the  ranks  of  that  time-honored  profession,  wherein  you  have  put 
off  the  garb  of  the  student,  and  put  on  the  more  dignified  and 
responsible  attire  of  Doctors  in  Medicine.  The  relations  existing 
between  us  hitherto  as  teaclier  and  pupils  have  ceased,  and  you  now 
stand  before  the  world  accredited  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  medical  men,  co-equal  with  all,  inferior  to  none  ;    clothed  with 
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authority  from  the  State  of  Missouri  to  act  your  part  in  the  great 
drama  ,of  life,  as  ministers  to  suffering  humanity.  The  position  is 
one  that  calls  forth  renewed  energy  and  unceasing  application  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession  which  has  performed  such  an  important 
part  in  the  regeneration  of  the  world.  The  life  of  the  medical  man 
is  one  continuous  hattle  to  counteract  the  life-invading  influences 
that  men  raise  against  each  other. 

Amid  the  conflict  of  civil  war  that  has  swept  o'er  our  fair  land 
like  the  poisonous  blasts  of  the  sirocco,  distracting. the  home  circle, 
severing  social  ties,  and  impoverishing  the  accumulated  wealth  of 
thousands,  we  have  seen  the  medical  man  toiling  and  laboring,  amid 
privation,  disease  and  death,  that  he  might  garner  new  aids  where- 
with to  enrich  the  store-house  of  medical  knowledge. 

Whether  upon  the  gory  battle-field,  or  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of 
life,  the  aim  of  medical  science  has  ever  been  to  regain  for  man  his 
lost  primeval  inheritance,  "  before  the  fall  brought  ruin  on  our  race," 
when  God  said,  showing  him  <  animate  and  inanimate  nature,  "  have 
dominion."  To  sustain  and  advance  this  science,  medical  schools 
have  been  instituted,  and  the  curriculum  of  study,  from  time  to  time, 
has  been  largely  increased.  If  I  desired  to  furnish  an  example  of 
the  progressing  genius  of  medicine,  and  the  eflSciency  and  attainment 
that  has  marked  its  energetic  pursuit  of  truth  amid  all  the  trials  that 
clog  the  wheels  of  progress,  I  would  point  to  the  present  state  of  the 
science,  and  compare  it  with  that  of  a  century  ago,  before  the  genius 
of  Hahnemann  gave  birth  to  the  eternal  law — **Similia  similibtis 
curantur^  The  multiplication  of  homoeopathic  colleges  within  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century,  is  the  amplest  evidence  of  the  growth  and 
extension  of  this  great  improvement  in  medicine.  The  increasing 
popularity  attending  the  dissemination  of  its  principles  in  the  refined 
and  cultivated  classes  of  society,  the  success  of  its  practice,  even 
amid  the  bitter  and  relentless  persecution  heaped  upon  it  by  the 
advocates  of  that  "  slow  coach  "  sect  that  have  always  opposed  pro- 
gress in  medicine,  proves  conclusively 

"  That  truth  is  precious,  if  not  all  divine, 

And  what  dilates  the  powers,  must  needs  refine." 

In  every  course  of  human  action  there  must  be  a  movement  to 
he  development  of  good  or  evil,  and  when  elements  of  error  lurk 
in  any  system,  a  mere  careless,  thoughtless  manner,  in  carrying  that 
system  forward,  favors  the  bias  in  a  wrong  direction  by  merely  neg- 
lecting the  impulse  towards  the  right.  Giving  all  honor  due  to  the 
general  character  of  our  noble  profession,  to  the  unwearied  philan- 
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thropj,  the  energetic  pursuit  of  truth  in  all  its  branches,  and  to  the 
patient,  progressive  struggle  in  the  path  of  duty,  unallured  by  bril- 

*  liant  prizes,  it  must  be  conceded  by  all,  that  much  attainable  improve- 
ment yet  remains,  before  we  may  hope  to  witness  its  utmost  limit  of 
perfection.  Influenced  by  such  motives,  encouraged  and  sustained 
in  our  laborious  career  in  elaborating  and  perfecting  this  compara* 
tively  new  system  of  medicine,  there  is  presented  a  theme  of  the 
deepest  interest,  not  only  to  the  co-laborers  in  this  field  of  mtdical 
progress,  but  to  all  who  become  objects  of  its  professional  care.  That 
you  may  become  competent  to  act  well  your  part  in  elevating  and 
perfecting  this  improvement  in  medical  science,  it  is  proper  that  you 

•  receive  a  thorough  course  of  medical  education.  Not  that  species  of 
instruction  that  merely  stores  the  memory  with  barely  sufficient  infor- 
mation for  the  day  of  trial,  but  that  clear  and  comprehensive  know- 
ledge, that  promises  the  highest  qualifi^tiou  for  a  future  responsible 
and  brilliant  career  of  duty.  This  depends  not  only  upon  the 
principles  which  form  the  basis  of  a  thorough  course  of  medical 
instruction,  but  the  spirit  in  which  that  instruction  is  received,  by 
those  who  seek  to  pass  the  portals  of  the  profession.  Keeping  well 
their  faith  towards  you,  and  appreciating  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
you  have  manifested  in  availing  yourselves  of  the  advantages  of  this 
institution,  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Homoeopathic  College  of 
Missouri  have  added  increased  facilities  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
systematic  and  scientific  medical  education.  In  addition  to  the 
advantages  already  secured,  of  a  regular  medical  course  by  a  corps 
of  earnest  and  competent  teachers,  actively  engaged  in  imparting  the 
principles  of  their  respective  chairs,  and  the  cli?iical  teachings  that 
have  been  presented  in  the  wards  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  Post  and 
Freedman's  hospitals,  and  the  daily  clinics  held  at  the  college  dis- 
pensary, they  have  inaugurated  a  summer  course  of  lectures  for  the 
purpose  of  clinical  and  didactic  teaching.  This  summer  term  will 
commence  on  the  first  of  May  and  continue  to  the  4th  day  of  October, 
when  the  regular  course  begins.  The  objects  which  originated  this 
additional  course  of  instruction,  and  which  will  continue  for  the  ben- 
efit of  all  who  seek  to  increase  their  fund  of  medical  knowledge,  are 
found  in  the  development  of  the  great  resources  afforded  though  the 
hospitals  and  public  charities  of  this  city,  and  the  complete  applica- 
tion of  these  resources  to  the  various  branches  of  medical  instruction. 
The  plan  is,  to  combine  to  the  fullest  extent  the  clinical  and  didactic 
methods  of  teaching,  not  devoting  especial  attention  to  the  one  at  the 
expense  of  the  other,  but  aiming  to  give  the  utmost  practicable 
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extension  to  both.  This  has  been  effected  by  engrafting  the  teachings 
of  this  medical  college  upon  the  privileges  afforded  by  the  hospitals 
already  in  existence,  and  through  which  are  afforded  more  abundant 
facilities  than  any  other  homoeopathic  college  in  the  country,  where 
this  system  is  not  adopted.  The  Professors  in  all  the  practical 
branches  taught  in  this  University,  are  visiting  physicians,  surgeons 
and  obstetricians  in  the  hospitals  alluded  to,  and  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  will  be  amply  illustrated  by  cases  in  the  Hos- 
pital, immediately  following  their  consideration  in  the  lecture  room. 
In  addition  to  the  opportunities  already  presented,  the  Professor  of 
Surgery  will  familiarize  students  in  the  use  of  cutting  instruments, 
and  cause  them  to  perform  all  important  operations  on  the  cadaver 
under  his  immediate  supervision,  thus  giving  them  confidence  and 
dexterity  in  the  use  of  surgical  means  for  the  relief  of  the  living. 
To  the  graduating  class,  the  Professor  of  Obstetrics  will  furnish  cases 
of  midwifery,  and  practically  indoctrinate  them  in  the  mechanism  of 
parturition. 

During  the  past  session,  clinical  instruction  has  been  given  three 
times  a  week  in  the  Dispensary  connected  with  the  College  building, 
and  increased  opportunities  for  instructive  observations  have  been 
afforded  you  during  the  occasional  hours  not  otherwise  devoted  to 
study.  Superadded  to  all  these  advantages,  you  have  enjoyed  unusual 
facilities  for  the  study  of  practical  anatomy,  and  material  in  abundance 
has  been  furnished  by  the  Demonstrator  to  enable  you  to  perfect 
yourselves  in  anatomical  knowledge  and  the  lesions  of  pathology. 

Here  let  me  observe  that  with  all  these  advantages — to  make  your 
object  real — your  aim  and  purpose  that  of  attaining  the  highest  possible 
degree  of  perfection  in  your  chosen  profession,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
you  to  continue  laboring  earnestly  and  incessantly,  gathering  facts 
wherever  presented,  to  increase  the  store  of  knowledge  yoa  have 
already  acquired ;  co-workers  in  perfecting  the  immutable  principle 
inculcated  through  the  guidance  of  the  immortal  founder  of  our  sys- 
tem of  medical  faith,  let  me  invoke  you,  when  leaving  these  halls  of 
learning  to  battle  alone  in  the  great  strife  for  professional  excellence, 
never  to  loose  sight  of  the  cardinal  principles  taught  in  your  alma 
mater,  but  apply  yourselves  diligently  and  faithfully  to  the  triumphant 
working  out  of  this  progressive  system  of  medical  treatment.  The 
perfection  of  medical  acquirement  to  be  realized  from  the  opportunities 
you  have  enjoyed — ^the  adoption  of  a  high  standard  of  medical  ethics, 
and  the  practice  of  increased  refinement  in  manners,  both  professional 
and  social,  in  your  contact  with  the  world  at  large,  tends  to  exalt  the 
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true  dignity  of  the  profession,  extend  its  usefulness  in  society,  and 
8^8tain  its  position  in  the  social  scale. 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  especially  by  the  uninformed, 
that  medicine,  as  a  science,  has  not  progressed  in  a  ratio  corresponding 
with  the  collateral  sciences.  That  the  assertion  is  not  well-founded, 
we  have  only  to  examine  the  great  eras  in  civilization,  when  we  will 
discover  that,  as  a  science,  medicine  has  progressed  paH  passu  with 
the  advancement  of  the  physical  sciences  generally.  While  society 
has  been  steadily  progressing  with  the  aid  of  various  improvements, 
and  civilization  has  been  pushing  continually  onwards,  medicine  has 
contributed  her  full  share  in  this  advancement. 

The  researches  of  Mendini,  Silvius,  Beranger  and  Versalius  in 
the  then  hidden  mysteries  of  anatomy,  and  the  unfolding  of  the 
arcana  of  man's  physical  nature,  were  coeval  with  the  great  discov- 
eries that  reflected  such  renown  upon  the  expedition  of  Columbus 
and  successive  navigators.  Servetus  broke  the  shackles  that  tram- 
melled the  car  of  medical  progress,  when  he  demonstrated  the  errors 
and  absurdities  of  the  physiology  of  Galen,  at  the  same  time  when  Coper- 
nicus discovered  tne  errors  of  the  Ptolemaic  astronomy.  Harvey, 
who  demonstjpated  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  expounded  the 
course  of  the  vital  fluid  through  the  body,  was  a  cotcmporary  with 
Gkilileo,  who  discovered  the  movements  of  the  earth  and  planets 
around  the  sun.  Haller,  who  wrought  out  his  ingenious  theory  of  the 
laws  and  special  forces  of  life,  lived  only  a  short  period  after  Newton, 
who  discovered  the  law  of  gravitation,  and  the  principle  that  regu- 
lates the  movements  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Hahnemann,  who 
elaborated  his  theory  of  the  dynamization  of  remedies  and  their 
correspondencies  in  disease  and  in  health,  subverting  the  errors  and 
enidities  of  poly -pharmacy,  and  investing  the  Materia  Mediea  with 
the  pure  light  of  science,  lived  about  the  same  period  when  Fulton 
applied  the  power  of  steam  to  ocean  vessels,  and  joined  the  two 
Continents  together.  Morten,  the  discoverer  of  anaesthesia,  which 
has  deprived  Surgery  of  its  horror — the  mind,  under  the  most  pain- 
ful infliction  of  the  knife,  being  as  blissful  as  if  wandering  in 
elysian  fields — was  a  cotemporary  with  Morse,  who  invented  the 
electric  telegraph. 

Thus,  in  all  ages,  has  the  science  of  medicine  kept  pace  with  the 
rapid  strides  of  the  collateral  sciences.  The  progress  in  medicine  is 
not  only  in  the  structural  knowledge  of  the  system — the  laws  that 
goyem  life — but  the  development  of  additional  resources  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  supplanting  the  heroic  by  the  milder  power  thai 
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subdues.  The  scourges  that  formerly  terrified  natious,  leaving  ill 
their  track  despair,  desolation  aud  desith,  have  been  shorn  of  their 
terrors  by  the  timely  aid  of  medical  science.  The  ravages  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  loathsome  small-pox,  which  in  England  alone  carried  off 
over  160,000  human  beings  in  its  deadly  embrace,  have  succumbed 
to  the  brilliant  discovery  of  Jenner's  simiiia,  vaccination.  That  ter- 
rible scourge  of  man  Cholera,  which  has  almost  decimated  the  human 
family,  originating  from  the  marshes  and  jungles  in  India,  marching 
through  valley  and  over  hill-top ;  now  devastating  cities  with  its 
poisonous  breath,  and  anon  desolating  the  fertile  plains  of  the  hus- 
bandman— ^now  climbing  o'er  mountain  range — then  spanning  the 
great  oceans  of  commerce,  strewing  its  pathway  with  the  dead  and 
dying,  has  been  stripped  of  its  venom  by  the  potent  spell  of  simUia, 
Before  Homoeopathy  pushed  its  investigations  into  the  arcana  of  this 
dreaded  disease  and  established  the  remedies  for  its  cure,  nothing 
seemed  competent  to  stay  its  work  of  death,  and  the  malady,  in  its 
mad  career,  marched  steadily  onward,  irresistible  as  doom.  While 
society  was  almost  overturned  by  this  implacable  disease,  and  men^ 
pale  with  fear,  fled  hither  and  thither,  they  knew  not  where,  to  escape 
its  ravages,  a  medical  philosopher  thus  wrote :  "  The  .disease  wiH 
march  on,  through  Persia,  Eussia,  Germany,  England;  cross  th«. 
Atlantic,  until  it  has  girdled  the  earth  ;  and  the  remedy  for  Asiatic 
Cholera  is  camphor,'?  a  remedy  which  the  whole  medical  world  has 
united  in  affirming  to  be  the  most  powerful  agent  in  subduing  this 
terrible  disease.  The  name  of  this  great  benefactor  of  the  human 
race  is  Samuel  Hahnemann,  to  whom  should  be  given  the  esteem  of 
mankind  and  the  homage  of  every  true  lover  of  his  profession. 

By  the  blessings  vouchsafed  to  man  through  the  light  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, human  life  has  been  greatly  lengthened  during  the  past  half 
century.  The  reports  of  the  Parisian  hospitals  show  that  in  the 
beginning  of  the  18th  century  one  death  occurred  out  of  every  seven 
admitted,  while  the  mortality  of  the  present  time  gives  only  one  in 
twelve,  thus  showing  a  gain  in  sixty  years  of  71  per  cent.  In  Eng- 
land, according  to  Macauley,  the  term  of  human  life  has  been  greatly 
lengthened  in  the  whole  kingdom.  In  France,  also,  according  to 
Dapin,  the  duration  of  life  has  been  greatly  increased,  so  that  nine 
and  one-half  years  have  been  added  to  human  existence  in  the  last 
half  century.  In  the  practice  of  Surgery,  too,  statistics  show  that 
the  saving  of  life  exceeds  by  more  than  35  per  cent,  the  results  of 
the  last  century.  The  returns  of  the  Registrar-General  of  England 
show  a  steady  and  notable  decrease  in  the  ratio  of  mortality,  from 
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1838  to  the  present  time.  The  decrease  being  in  direct  ratio  to  the 
increctse  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  and  the  spreading  of  the  practice. 
Whenever  these  two  ruling  systems  of  medicine  have  been  tested, 
either  in  civil  or  hospital  life,  the  result  has  invariably  been  in  favor 
of  the  Homoeopathic  practice.  In  the  more  malignant  diseases,  such 
as  Ckolerat  Yellow  Fever,  Small-poz,  Diphtheria,  the  more  violent 
forms  of  phlegmasicB,  or  the  low  consuming  Typhtts,  Homoeopathy, 
when  fairly  tested,  has  gained  new  laurels  and  established  itself 
among  thinking,  reflecting  men,  as  the  gentlest,  safest  and  most  reli- 
able system  of  medical  treatment.  In  the  comparative*  statistics  in 
Homoeopathic  and  Allopathic  hospitals  in  this  city,^he  same  success- 
fal  and  gratifying  results  have  been  witnessed  as  mentioned  by  Mac- 
aaley,  the  Returns  of  the  Registrar-General  of  England  and  the  statis- 
tics of  Dapin.  In  civil  life,  too,  the  comparative  results  are  equally 
important  and  satisfactory,  proving  that  the  decrease  in  mortality,  as 
attested  by  the  authorities  just  quoted,  is  fairly  to  be  attributed  to 
the  gradual  and  increasing  extension  of  the  Homoeopathic  system  of 
medicine. 

As  still  further  proof  of  the  conclusions  I  have  drawn,  the  statis. 
tics  of  life  insurance  have  demostrated  that  longevity  has  been 
increased  to  such  an  extent  among  its  policy-holders,  that  a  special 
clause  has  been  opened  for  the  insurance  of  the  patrons  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, at  a  sum  ten  per  cent,  less  than  the  ordinary  Allopathic  rates. 

Thus  I  could  adduce,  without  limit,  proofs  as  strong  as  Holy  Writ, 
showing  the  great  superiority  of  this  progressive  system  of  medicine 
over  its  rival  that  boasts  of  "the  learning  and  investigation  of  ail 
time.**  But  "facts  speak  louder  than  words,"  and  the  intelligence 
and  discrimination  of  the  people  in  adopting  this  improvement  in 
medicine,  in  spite  of  the  denunciations  and  fulsome  ridicule  of  its 
opponents,  are  the  surest  evidences,  not  only  of  its  success,  but  the 
high  esteem  in  which  it  is  held  as  a  progressive  system  in  medical 
science. 

60  on,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  as  you  have  begun,  in  your  respon- 
sible and  arduous  career  2iS  progressives  in  the  noble  art  of  healing; 
labor  diligently  and  faithfully ;  bring  to  the  edifice  of  this  medical 
reform,  which  is  being  reared  by  fUe  disciples  of  Hahnemann,  to 
shelter  the  suffering  of  every  land,  yoiir  accumulated  observation  and 
facts,  that  man's  lost  inheritance  Ui.iy  be  regained  and  that  you  ma|F 
receive  the  reward  of  good  and  faitli.ul  servants. 

*  StetkCks  in  Homcoopathic  and  Allopathic  I£ospital:<,  by  B.  C»  Franklin,  Sorg^u  Ccrabj 
Depot  HoapitaL 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathio  Obserror. 
SKETCH  OF  THE  lilTE  OF  HAHNEMANN. 


BT  jrOSEPH  HOOPIR,   M.   D.* 


rWe  arc  much  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  our  readers,  with  the  month  in  which  ocurs  the 
birthday  of  Hahnemann,  an  admirable  sketch  of  his  life,  by  our  valued  corresdondent.  Dr. 
JosEPii  Hooper. 

It  has  often  been  stated  by  close  observers  of  the  working  of 
Divine  Providence  that "  the  darkest  moment  is  just  bfifore  morning,** 
and  also  that  **  the  Creator  ever  wisely  and  well  provides  agents  per- 
fectly adapted   to  carry  out  Hi^  beneficent  designs  in  the  crisis  of 
human  affairs.**     History,  both  sacred  and  profane,  gives  unwavering 
and  very  numero^   evidences  of  the   justice   and   verity  of  these 
propositions.     In  matters   theological   and   matters  political  this  is 
equally  the  case.     When  there  could  scarcely  be*  greater  gloom  or 
greater  danger,  the  wise  arbiter  of  human  destinies  has  educated, 
nerved,  inspired  and  protected  some  master-spirit,  who  has  caused 
light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  and  peace  and  order  to  take  the  place 
of  chaos  and  destruction.     Never  were  these  propositions  more  fully 
illustrated  than  in  matters  medical,  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.     All  the  arts  and  sciences  had  received  the  impetus  of  new 
discoveries.     The  inductive  method  of  investigation  has  brought  out 
clearly  to  view  first  principles,  on  which  it  was  easy  for  succeeding 
generations   to  build   solid,  stable   aod  beautiful   temples   of  truth. 
Astronomy,  chemistry,  botany,  every  branch  in  natural  philosophy, 
instead  of  continuing   mere   matters   of  speculative   theory,  as   they 
were  before,  became  sciences.     The  sons  of  ^sculapius,  alone,  were 
enshrouded  in  an  Egyptian  darkness,  that  might  be  felt,  and  wander- 
ing about,  without  guide  or  compass,  rushing  wildly  to  and  fro,  with 
instruments  of  deadly  power  in  their  hands ;  whom  they  wished  to 
heal,  they  slew,  and  tortured  whom  they  fondly   hoped   might   find 
timely  relief  from  sufferings  and  woes  through   their   ministrations. 
The  hearts  of  the  benevolent  were  deeply  pained  and  the  conscientious 
wavered  in  their  work,  when  they  gathered  statistics  of  the  results 
of  their  labors.     How  piteous  are  their  cries  for  some  guiding  star  to 
direct  their  steps;  for   some   law  for   their  government;  that  they 
might,  indeed,  intelligently  grapple  with  "  the  thousand  ills  that  flesh 
is  heir  to,**  and  whilst  a  cry  from  the  practitioners   of   medicine 
ascended  heavenwards,  the  longing  for  better  days  seemed  seconded 
by  a  phalanx  of  ghostly  beings,  who  had  untimely  passed  away  by 
moans  of  fearful  treatment,  and  by  the  living  miseries  of  multitudes 
of  shapeless  deformed  ones  who  ever  stood  unpleasant  and  incontro- 
yertible  witnesses  of  the  crudities  and  barbarities  of  the  healing  art. 
Vain  wore  all  the  enquiries  directed  to  the  sages  of  antiquity,  with 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  certain  and  rational  directions  how  to  combat 
disease.     The  attempt   to  follow  authorities,  ancient  or  modern,  led 
tlfc  disciple  of  the  medical   art  intd  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  perplexi- 
ties and  contradictory  theories.     With   increasing  civilization,  new, 

*  SPXC1.VL  NoTicB  TO  Phtsicians.— The  third  of  a  series  of  popular  tractates  for  sale  at  fhis 
office.    Pi  ice  10  cts.  single,  $6  per  100,  or  $25  for  500,  with  your  own  card  on  title-page. 
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uncontrollable  and  fatal  epidemics  appeared,  reaping  a  rich  harvest 
for  the  grim  monster,  Death,  and  adding  yearly  to  the  per-centage  of 
the  ever-increasing  bills  of  mortality.  Many  an  honest  practitioner 
threw  away  lancet  and  saddle-bags  in  despair,  while  quacks  and  med- 
ical charlatans,  profiting  by  the  wranglings  of  the  regulars  and  the 
weariness  of  the  people,  drove  a  reckless,  but  well-paying  trade,  with 
nostrums  of  every  character,  from  the  deadliest  poison  to  the  simplest 
household  herb.  Well  might  one  of  the  most  cultivated  physicians, 
in  reviewing  the  history  of  medical  science  (improperly  so-called) 
exclaim  :  **  Things  must  soon  mend  or  end  ** 

But  a  brighter  day  was  about  to  dawn.  There  was  soon  to  be  a 
break  in  the  dark  clouds  that  hung  upon  the  medical  horizon.  The 
surging  billows  of  fancy,  the  chaotic  heavings  of  empirical  imaginings 
and  surmisings  were  to  hear  a  voice.  The  waters  were  to  be  gathered 
together,  and  the  dry  land  was  to  appear — a  little  spot,  indeed,  but 
broad  enough  and  firm  enmigh  to  prove  a  foundation  for  medical  science 
(properly  so-called)  in  all  after  ages. 

In  the  picturesque  town  of  Meissen,  in  the  district  of  Cur  Saxony, 
near  Dresden,  lives  an  honest  worthy  personage,  Christian  Gottfried 
Hahnemann,  an  intelligent,  patriotic  and  highly-esteemed,  though 
unassuming  and  unambitious  member  of  that  community,  by  trade  a 
painter  upon  porcelain.  On  the  tenth  day  of  April,  1755  he  was 
made  happy  by  the  birth  of  a  son  whom  he  named  Samuel  Christian 
Frederick.  Amidst  all  the  fond  hopes  the  parents  cherished  for 
their  new-born  babe,  little  did  they  imagine  to  what  a  destiny  the 
great  Creator  had  appointed  him.  Of  the  mother  of  this  child  not 
very  much  is  known,  save  that  she  was  modest,  industrious,  intensely 
attached  to  her  family,  full  of  sympathy  with  hor  children's  aspira- 
tions, and  ever  ready  to  aid  them  in  their  schemes  of  pleasure  or 
advancement.  The  infantile  years  of  little  Samuel  were  spent 
amidst  scenery  so  strikingly  beautiful  as  to  impress  his  young,  buoy- 
ant heart,  even  in  those  tender  years,  with  an  admiration  of  Nature's 
handiwork,  and  to  instil  into  him  a  love  of  the  works  of  God,  which 
ever  increased  as  he  grew  older.  He  was  not  sent  to  school  very 
young — not  untH  he  was  eight  years  old.  This  will  perhaps  partly 
account  for  the  fact  that  when  he  did  go  he  manifested  an  ardent 
thirst  for  knowledge,  which  was  never  slaked  during  his  long  lifetime. 
But  he  did  not  spend  his  first  eight  years' entirely  in  play.  These 
health-securing,  physical-exhilarating  and  developing  exercises  were 
occa«ionally  relieved  by  lessons  from  his  father,  and  sometimes  his 
mother,  in  reading  and  writing,  and  by  frequent  conversations  of  a 
religious  and  moral  character.  These  conversations  laid  deep  the 
foundations  of  that  undeviating  integrity,  fixedness  of  purpose,  unwa- 
vering conscientiousness  and  unaflfected  reverence  for  the  Divine 
Being,  which  ever  characterized  this  medical  reformer,  in  after  life. 
The  disciples  and  followers  of  Hahnemann  are  often  charged  by  their 
enemies  as  a  class  of  men  visionary,  rationalistic,  and  often  infidel  in 
their  tendencies.  This  we  know  to  be  a  scandal,  so  far  as  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  profession  and  the  laity  are  concerned ;  and  certain  it  is,  |/* 
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any  of  the  new  school  hold  such  sentiments,  they  have  not  learnt 
them  from  the  writings  or  teachings  of  Dr  Samuel  Ilahnemann,  all  of 
which  breathe  the  same  spirit,  exhibiting  an  humble  piety  and  a  cool 
judgment,  the  result  of  keen  perception  and  a  calm  and  patient  inves- 
tigation. 

The  influence  of  the  paternal  conversational  instruction  and  moral 
training  made  him  what  he  was,  as  a  school-bo}',  as  a  college  student, 
as  an  author,  a  chemist,  and  a  physician.  Uniting  industry,  consci- 
entiousness, and  a  reliance  upon  the  Divine  blessing,  will  in  any 
sphere  of  life  secure  success,  and  Samuel  Hahnemann  was  no  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  In  writing  on  this  subject,  he  says :  **  My 
father  had  the  soundest  ideas  on  what  was  to  be  reckoned  good  and 
worthy  in  man,  and  had  arrived  at  them  by  his  own  independent 
thought.  He  sought  to  plapt  them  in  me,  and  impressed  on  me,-more 
by  actions  than  by  words,  the  great  lesson  of  life,  '  to  act  and  to  be, 
not  merely  to  seem.'  When  a  good  work  was  going  forward,  there, 
often  unobserved,  he  was  sure  to  be  helpin^hand  and  heart.  Shall 
I  not  do  likewise  ?  In  the  finest  distinctions  between  the  noble  and 
the  base,  he  decided  by  his  actions  with  a  justness  that  did  honor  to 
the  nicety  of  hi&  sense  of  right  and  wrong.  In  this,  too,  he  was  my 
monitor.  There  was  never  the  smallest  contradiction  between  his 
conduct  and  the  lofty  sentiments  he  entertained  of  the  origin,  destiny 
and  dignity  of  man.     From  this  I  derived  an  internal  guide." 

Such  sterling  qualities  rooted  in  the  boy*s  heart  and  early  budding 
out  in  his  life,  made  him  beloved  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 
Playmates,  schoolfellows  and  instructors,  not  only  treated  him  with 
kindness,  but  with  ardent  affection.  His  own  diary  informs  us  that 
in  1763  he  commenced  attending  the  stadt  (or  common)  schule  in  his 
native  place  ;  and  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  twenty  he  studied  at  the 
Furstenschule  of  Meissen,  similar  in  grade  to  the  High  Schools  of 
this  country.  He .  wrote  concerning  this  period  of  his  history : 
"  There  was  nothing  unusual  about  my  progress  unleRS  it  was  that  my 
much-respected  Rector,  Magister  Muller,  who  is  still  alive,  loved  me 
as  if  I  had  been  his  own  son,  and  accorded  me  an  amount  of  liberty 
in  my  studies,  for  which  I  am  thankful ;  and  that  in  acquiring  German 
and  the  dead  languages  I  was  always  amongst  the  most  diligent  and 
conscientious.  In  my  twelfth  year  he  selected  me  to  instruct  other 
pupils  in  the  rudiments  of  Greek ;  and  at  his  own  house,  among  his 
private  boarders,  he  used  to  make  me  translate  passages  out  of  old 
authors,  and  frequently  took  my  translation  in  preference  to  his  own. 
He  permitted  me,  and  I  was  the  only  one  so  favored,  on  account  of 
the  delicacy  of  my  health,  which  had  suffered  from  over  study,  to 
omit  some  of  the  regular  tasks  of  the  school  and  to  pass  the  hours 
they  would  have  occupied  in  general  reading,  He  permitted  me  to 
have  access  to  him  at  all  hours  of  the  day ;  and  strange  to  say,  not- 
withstanding the  manifest  preference  my  master  showed  me,  yet  I 
was  a  favoriite  with  my  fellow-pupils."  This  school-boy  life  did  not 
pass  away,  however,  without  trials,  the  greatest* of  which  was  the 
disinclination  of  his  father  for  him  to  continue  his  studies.  It  is  a 
little  strange  the  good  man,  who  himself  possessed  a  keen  power  of 
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observation,  did  not  onoe  suspoot  the  future  greatness  of  his  child  ; 
but  he  was  very  poor,  had  several  other  children  to  support ;  and 
doubtless  feared  that  a  thorough  classical  and  scientific  education 
would  give  to  his  son  aspirations  that  would  be  doomed  to  bitter  dis- 
appointment. His  teacher,  and  especially  his  mother,  who  with 
maternal  intuition,  seems  better  aware  what  was  in  the  ardent  young 
student  than  his  father,  pleaded'  on  his  behalf,  and  the  former  offering 
to.'remi^  ^be  usual  school  fees,  he  was  permitted,  with  a  few  intermis- 
sions, to  continue  his  studies  at  the  high  school  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  A  proof  of  the  poverty  of  his  parents  at  this  time  is 
illustrated  by  the  circumstance  that  his  father  complained  of  the 
great  consumption  of  oil  during  young  Hahnemann's  preparation  of 
his  lessons,  and  would  not  permit  him  to  use  the  family  lamp  after 
the  other  members  of  the  household  had  retired ;  but  Samuel,  who 
was  never  daunted  by  difficulty,  or  frustrated  in  a  purpose,  when  he 
had  concluded  that  it  was  legitimate,  manufactured  a  lamp  out  of  a 
lump  of  clay,  and  successfully  coaxed  his  mother  to  supply  him 
with  oil. 

At  the  close  of  his  ^igh  school  term  young  Hahnemann  wrote,  as 
was  usual  with  those  just  finishing  their  course,  a  treatise.  He  had 
for  some  time  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  natural  science,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  branches  of  chemistry  and  physiology.  On  this  occa- 
sion he  wrote  his  thesis  in  Latin,  choosing  as  his  subject,  **  The 
Structure  of  the  Human  Hand."  This,  for  his  age,  was  a  work  of 
great  merit,  and  even  his  father  seems  to  have,  become  proud  of  his 
abilities,  and  gave  his  free  consent  for  the  studious  boy  to  go  to 
Leipsic  that  he  might  attend  the  lectures  given  at  the  University,  and 
presented  him  with  all  the  money  he  could  possibly  spare,  amounting 
to  about  fifteen  dollars  in  our  currency.  "  This,''  says  Hahnemann, 
"  was  the  last  money  I  ever  received  from  my  father.'*  He  set  out 
on  the  Easter  of  1775.  He  was  somewhat  puzzled  at  first  by  that 
troublesome  subject,  **  the  ways  and  means,"  but  fortunately  coming 
in  contact  with  a  rich  young  man  from  Greece  who  was  anxious  to  be 
instructed  in  the  living  languages,  Hahnemann  entered  into  a  lucra- 
tive engagement  with  him  as  instructor,  and  also  obtained  employ- 
ment as  a  translator  of  medical  and  philosophical  works.  Amongst 
the  proofs  of  his  diligence  at  this  time  are  the  following  translations 
from  the  English  into  German :  Steadman's  Physiological  Essays, 
Nugent's  Essays  on  Hydrophobia,  Ball's  Modern  Practice  of  Physic, 
&c.,  &c.  The  remuneration  he  received  for  private  teaching  and 
translating  not  only  enabled  him  to  supply  all  hii  moderate  wants  and 
purchase  books,  but  he  saved  a  considerable  amount  besides.  In 
order  to  earn  so  much  and  at  the  same  time  attend  faithfully  upon  all 
his  classes  he  denied  himself  sleep  every  other  night.  There  being 
no  public  infirmary  or  hospital  practice  available  in  Leipsic,  Hahne- 
mann, after  deriving  as  much  benefit  as  possible  from  the  classes  in 
the  university  there,  proceeded  to  Vienna  and  placed  himself  under 
the  guidance  of  the  celebrated  Doctor  Von  Quarin,  who,  perceiving 
the  noble  qualities  and  promising  abilities  of  the  young  freshman, 
adopted  him  as  a  special  protege,  and  ever  after  received  in  return 
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the  loving  gratitude  of  Hahnemann's  warm,  large  heart.  In  writing 
ahout  this  relationship  between  the  professor  and  his  pupil,  Hahne- 
mann says  :  "  To  him  I  owe  my  claims  to  be  reckoned  a  physician. 
I  had  his  love  and  his  friendship;  he  singled  me  out  to  take  with  him 
to  see  his  private  patients.  He  loved  and  instructed  me  as  if  I  had 
been  his  only  pupil."  He  was  very  happy  during  the  time  he 
remained  in  Vienna,  about  nine  months,  and  would  doubtless  have 
continued  for  some  time  longer  had  he  not  been  swindled  out  of  the 
little  hoard  he  had  obtained  in  Leipsic,  and  which  he  had  devoted  to 
his  maintenance  while  pursuing  his  studies  in  this  place.  Being  now 
wholly  without  means,  he  was  compelled  to  make  his  circumstances 
known  to  his  good  friend  Dr.  Quarin,  who  obtained  for  him  the  situa- 
tion of  medical  attendant  and  librarian  to  Baron  Bruckenthal,  of 
of  Hermanstadt.  This  position  gave  him  considerable  leisure,  which, 
of  course,  he  would  not  allow  to  pass  unimproved,  but  spent  it  in  per- 
fecting himself  in  the  languages  of  which  he  had  already  some  knowl- 
edge, and  in  acquiring  some  others  which  he  had  not  before  studied. 
He  made,  and  arranged  also,  during  his  two-years  stay  with  the  Baron, 
a  valuable  collection  of  ancient  coins.  At  the  termination  of  his 
engagement  at  Hermanstadt  he  went  to  the  univerity  of  Erlangen, 
where  he  graduated,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of'  Medicine  on 
the  10th  August,  1779.  At  this  time  an  earnest  longing  for  the  air 
of  Saxony  and  the  scenery  of  his  native  district  seems  to  have  taken 
possession  of  Hahnemann.  He  therefore  made  up  his  mind  to  settle 
in  the  little  town  of  Helstadt,  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
mountains  of  Mansfield.  The  place  was  too  small  long  to  satisfy  the 
ardent  and  industrious  young  physician.  He  remained,  therefore, 
only  nine  months  in  that  locality  and  then  removed  to  Dessau  in  1781. 
This  situation  he  much  preferred.  He  obtained  some  practice  here, 
filling  up  his  spare  time  with  the  study  of  his  favorite  science  chem- 
istry, in  which  he  became  so  great  an  adept  that  Berzelius,  the  cele- 
brated Swiss  chemist,  said  of  him  :  '*  This  man  would  have  been  a 
great  chemist  if  he  had  not  turned  a  great  quack.'*  The  compliment 
to  Hahnemann's  chemical  skill  was  but  simple  justice.  Quackery,  in 
every  form,  was  tU  object,  of  all'  others,  of  his  utmost  abhorrance, 
and  against  which  he  ever  directed  the  whole  force  of  his  energies  to 
his  dying  day.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  offer  of  a  government 
appointment  to  the  office  of  District  Physician  in  Gommern  seemed 
too  tempting  for  him  to  resist,  although  (as  it  afterwards  proved)  the 
position  was  by  no  means  adapted  to  one  so  fond  of  real  labour,  and 
philanthropic  enterprise.  There  had  never  been  a  physician  settled 
in  the  place  before,  and  the  inhabitants  thought  they  could  continue 
to  do  without  one  very  well.  The  situation  of  course  proved  a  sine- 
cure, and  Hahnemann,  to  fill  up  a  void  he  felt  at  the  time,  fell  in  love 
with  a  lady  he  had  sometime  before  met  in  Dessau  named  Henrietta 
Bucklerin,  whom  he  shortly  afterwards  married  Some  of  Hahne- 
mann's biographers  do  considerable  injustice  to  this  lady,  even  com- 
paring her  to  the  fretful,  impatient,  shrewish  wife  of  Socrates.  The 
first  Mrs.  Hahnemann  was  a  very  methodical  woman,  a  strict  disci- 
plinarian,  and  ruled  supreme  in  domestic  matters,  but  was  by  no 
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means  lacking  in  affection,  and  proved  an  exemplary  wife  and  mother. 
About  this  time  Hahnemann  wrote  his  first  medical  work,  containing 
an  account  of  his  experience  as  a  practitioner  in  Transylvania.  This 
book  gives  very  clear  proof  of  the  honesty  of  the  writer,  who  takes  a 
very  sombre  view  of  medical  practice  in  general,  and  in  reference  to 
his  own  success,  observes  that  **  most  of  his  patients  would  have  done 
better  had  he  left  them."  ^  . 

Three  years  residence  in  Gommern  sufficed  to  make  him  tired  of 
the  obscurity  and  professional   idleness  which  the  circumstances  of 
the  place  imposed  upon  him,   and  attracted  by  his  literary  tastes  to 
the  capital  of  literature,  we  find  him  removing  to  Dresden.      For 
about  a  year  he  occupied  himself  as  superinteodent  physician  to  the 
public  hospitals  of  that  city,  to  which  Ije  had  been  introduced  by  Dr. 
Wagner,  whose  ill  health  made  it  desirable  that  he  should  resign  the 
post.     Hahnemann's  conscience,  however,  began  to  be  much  troubled 
from  the  conviction  that  medicine  as  then  practiced  proved  worse  than 
useless  to  the  majority  of  patients^  and  instead  of  aiding  i7i  the  resto- 
ration of  health  the  remedies  employed  quite  empirically  {being  so  little 
understood,)  retarded  progress  towards  convalescence,  and  often  left 
behind  most  perniidous  arul  unmanageable  influences.     The  humanity 
and  integrity  of  Hahnemann  is  plainly  portrayed  in  his  own  account 
of  the  reasons  which  induced  him  at  this  time  to  retire  from  practice. 
He  writes  :     "  It  was   painful   for  me  to  grope  in  the   dark,   guided 
only  by  our  books,  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick — to  prescribe  accord- 
ing to  this  ox^2X  fanciful  view  of  the  nature  of  diseases,  substances 
that  owe  to  mere  opinion  their  place  in  the  Materia  Medica,     I  had 
conscientious  scruples  about  treating  unknown  morbid  states  in  my 
suffering   fellow  creatures   with  these   unknown  medicines,   which, 
being  powerful  substances,   may,  if  they  were  not  exactly   suitable, 
(and  how   could  any  physician  know   whether   they  were   suitable  or 
not,  seeing  that  their  peculiar  special  actions  were  not  yet  elucidated?) 
easily  change  life  into  death,   or  produce   new  affections  or  chronic 
ailments,  which  are  often  much  more  difficult  to  remove  than  the  orig- 
inal disease.     To  become  in  this  way  a  murderer  or  aggravator  of  the 
sufferings  of  my  brethren  of  mankind,  was  to  me  a  fearful    thought. 
So   fearful  and   distressing  was  it,   that  shortly   after  my  marriage  I 
abandoned  practice  and  scarcely  treated  anyone  for  fear  of  doing  him 
harm,  and,  as  you  know,  occupied  myself  chiefly  with  chemistry  and 
literary  labours.*'     Amongst  the  numerous  writings  and  translations 
that  proceeded  from  his  pen  during  this  interval  may  be  mentioned 
one  on  "  Tests  for  Ascertaining  the  Purity  of  Wine,"  and  his  inval- 
uable contribution  to  the  science  of  Toxicology,  consisting  of  a  mono- 
gram" on  Arsenic,  often  quoted  by  some  of  the  best  writers,    even  to 
the  present  day,  as  the  most  graphic,  exhaustive  and  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  this  poison  extant. 

In  1789  he  settled  in  Leipsic,  and  that  year  published  his  treatise 
on  Syphilis,  in  which  he  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
the  preparation  known  still  in  Germany  as  Mercurius  Solubilis  Hahn- 
emanni.  For  the  benefit  of  the  medical  fraternity  he  described  its 
proper  mode  of  manufacture,  administration,  &c. 
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We  come  now  to  the  year  1790,  in  which  the  birth-thought  of 
homoeopathy  proceeded  from  the  brain  of  the  great  father  and  founder 
of  the  new  school  of  medicine.  It  has  already  been  hinted  that 
Hahnemann  had  felt  an  intense  desire  to  obtain  some  clear,  safe  and 
philosophical  guide  to  the  therapeutic  action  of  drugs.  He  was  now 
called  upon  to  translate  •Cullen's  Materia  Medica,  and  as  he  pro- 
gressed in  the  description  of  one  medical  substance  after  another,  he 
could  not  but  •  feel  a  renewal  of  the  earnest  longing  he  had  often 
cherished  to  raise  medical  science  from  the  bogs  of  mist  and  uncer- 
tainty in  which  she  had  continued  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates  until 
his  day.  The  thought  suggested  itself,  perhaps  after  all  it  is  an  im- 
possibility that  the  practice  of  medicine  should  be  anything  better 
than  empirical.  The  idea,  %however,  was  at  once  rejected  as  irreli- 
gious, if  not  profane.  The  workings  of  his  mind  and  the  character  of 
the  man  at  this  time  will  be  best  understood  by  a  quotation  from  a 
letter  he  wrote  to  his  friend  Hufeland.  Having  briefly  reviewed  his 
sad  experience  of  the  system  of  Sydenham  and  Hoffmann,  of  Boer- 
have  and  Gaubius,  of  Stahl,  Cullen  and  Dr.  Haen,  he  continues : 
"But  perhaps  it  is  the  very  nature  of  this  art,  as  great  men  have 
asserted,  that  it  is  incapable  of  attaining  any  greater  certainty. 
Shameful,  blasphemous  thought!  What!  shall  it  be  said  that  the 
infinite  wisdom  of  the  Eternal  Spirit,  that  animates  the  universe, 
could  not  produce  remedies  to  allay  the  sufferings  of  the  diseases  He 
allows  to  arise  ?  The  all-loving  paternal  goodness  of  Him  whom  no 
name  worthily  designates,  who  richly  supplies  all  wants,  even  the 
scarcely  conceivable  ones  of  the  insect  in  the  dust,  imperceptible  by 
reason  of  its  minuteness  to  the  keenest  human  eye,  and  who  dispenses 
throughout  creation  life  and  happiness  in  rich  abundance, — shall  it  be 
said  that  He  was  capable  of  the  tyranny  of  net  permitting  that  man, 
made  in  His  own  image,  should  by  the  efforts  of  his  penetrating  mind, 
that  has  been  breathed  into  him  from  above,  find  out  the  way  to  dis- 
cover remedies  in  the  stupendous  kingdom  of  created  things,  which 
should  be  able  to  deliver  his  brethren  of  mankind  from  their  suffer- 
ings worse  than  death  itself?  Shall  He,  the  Father  of  all,  behold 
with  indifference  the  martyrdom  of  his  best  beloved  creatures  by 
disease,  and  yet  have  rendered  it  impossible  to  the  genius  of  man, 
to  whom  all  else  is  possible,  to  find  any  method,  any  easy,  sure,  trust- 
worthy method,  whereby  they  may  see  diseases  in  the  proper  point  of 
view,  and  whereby  they  may  interrogate  medicines  as  to  their  special 
uses,  as  to  what  they  are  really ^  surely  B,ndL  positively  serviceable  for  ? 
Well,  thought  I,  as  there  must  be  a  sure  and  trustworthy  method  of 
treatment,  as  certainly  as  God  is  the  wisest  and  most  heneficcjit  of 
beings.  I  shall  seek  it  no  longer  in  the  thorny  thicket  of  ontological 
explanations  •^'  *  *  nor  in  the  authoritative  declarations  of  cele- 
brated men.  No ;  let  me  seek  it  where  it  lies  nearest  at  hand,  and 
where  it  has  hitherto  been  passed  over  by  all,  because  it  did  not  seem 
sufficiently  recondite,  nor  sufficiently  learned,  and  was  not  hung  with 
laurels  for  those  who  displayed  most  talent  for  constructing  systems, 
for  scholastic  speculation,  and  transcendental  abstractions." 
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With  these  high   and  holy  feelings  of  the  infinite  goodness  and 
beneficence  of  the  Creator  in  his  heart,  his  mind  was  fully  awake  to 
any  suggestion  that   might  be  derived  from  the  material  before  him. 
He  observed  that  the  pathogenetic  effects  attributed  to  Cinchona 
bark  were  almost  identical  with  the  symptoms  of  tertian  and  quotidian 
fevers,  he  had  recently  cured  by  means  of  the  same  medicine.     Mem- 
ory also  brought  up  several  other  cases,  in   which   poisons,  having 
certain  toxicological  effects  upon  persons    who  were  in  health  before 
taking  them,  had  been  successfully  used  in  practice  to  cure  diseases, 
the  symptoms  of  which  were  very  similar  to  the  symptoms  of  such 
poisonings.     Here  was  a  grand  thought.     What !  if  a  medicine  pro- 
ducing an  artificial   disease  upon  a  healthy  organism  would  always 
cure  a  similar  disease  in  an  unhealthy  one  ?     There  would  then  be  an 
end  to  all  uncertainty ^  empiricism  and  quackery.     Medical  practice 
would  be  completely  revolutionised.     Hahnemann  at  once  proceeded 
to  take  himself,  and  administered  to  his  family,  Cinchona  bark,  until 
one  and  all  were  very  similarly  affected  with  intermittent  fever.     Now 
came  experimental  provings  with  other  drugs.     Friends,  medical  and 
lay,  were  put  in  requisition,  and  every  possible  means  taken  to  secure 
the  greatest  accuracy ;  for  Hahnemann  already  began  to  feel  that  he 
was  God's  agent  of  mercy  through  whose  happy  discovery  and  labors 
future  generations  would  be  greatly  blessed.     He  found  little  oppor- 
tunity to  test  his  newly-discovered  law  in  practice  while  he  remained 
in  Leipsic,  and  poverty  compelled  him  to  labor  with  the  pen  most 
indefatigably,  as  is  evidenced  by    the  large   number  of  essays    and 
translations  he  published  at  this  time.     Providence,   however,  inter- 
fered on  his   behalf,  the  reigning  Duke  of  Saxe  Gotha  offered  him  a 
position  which  would  at  once  give  him  useful  occupation,  a  competent 
income  and  considerable  leisure  to  prosecute  his  enquiries,  viz  :  that 
of  Physician  to  the    Asylum  for  the   Insane   in  Georgenthal  in   the 
Thuringian  forest.     Most  thankfully  did  he  accept  this  position.    He 
entered  on  his  duties  some  time  in  1792.     While  at  the  head  of  this 
establishment  he  succeeded  in  effecting  a  cure  that  created  some  sen- 
sation because  of   the  party    concerned,— the  Hanoverian   minister 
Klockenbring,    who  was   rendered    insane  by  a  lampoon   written  by 
Kotzebue.     From  the  account  publishied  of  this  case,  we  learn  that 
Hahnemann  treated  the  unfortunate  inmates  with  great  kindness.  He 
says  :    **  I  never  allow  any  insane  person  to  be  punished  by  blows  or 
other  painful  corporeal  inflictions,  since  there  can  be  no  punishment 
where   there  is  no  sense  of  responsibility,  and  since    such   patients 
cannot  be   improved,   but  must  be  rendered   worse,   by   such   rough 
treatment.'*     It  is  not  quite    certain   whether  Hahnemann  or  Pinel 
deserve  the  honor  of  being  the  first  to  treat  the  insane  by  mildness 
instead  of  coercion. 

The  same  year  that  Hahnemann  so  well  succeeded  by  his  gentle 
and  moral  measures  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  inmates  of 
Georgenthal  Asylum,  Pinel  made  his  first  experiment  of  unchaining 
the  maniacs  in  the  Bicetre.  He  did  not  remain  long  in  Georgenthal, 
but  made  several  removals  between  1792  and  1795.  To  Walchleben, 
where  he  wrote  the  first  part  of  the  '*  Friend  of  Health,"  and  first  part 
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of  his  "Pharmaceutical  Lexicon;"  to  Pyrmont  in  Westphalia;  thence  he 
,  migrated  to  Wolfenbuttle,  and  to  Konigslutter,  where  he  remained 
four  years.     During  this  period  ho  prepared  and  published  the  second 
part  of  his   Friend  of  Health   and  Pharmaceutical  Lexicon,   and   an 
Essay  which  appeared  in  Hufeland's  Journal,  entitled    "  A  new  prin- 
ciple for  ascertaining  the  remedial  powers  of  medicinal  substances." 
This  was  followed  in  rapid  succession  by  several  other  essays  illus- 
trating the  beauty,   certainty   and   unspeakable    value  of  the  newly 
discovered  law,  **  Similia  similibus  curantur."     These  works,  though 
dictated  in  calm,  moderate  and  dispassionate  language,  worthy  of  a 
philosophic  writer,  raised  a  perfect  storm  of  opposition.     The  craft 
was  in  danger,  and  the  rapidly  increasing  fame  and  unparalleled  suc- 
cess of  the  new   prophet  in  medicine  filled   the   hearts  of  the  physi- 
cians of  Konigslutter  with  jealousy,   and  as  Hahnemann  had  ceased 
to   write   prescriptions   for   his    patients,    but    dispensed   his    own 
simple   medicines,  they .  induced  the  apothecaries  to  enter  an  action 
against  him  for  interfering  with  their  privileges.     This  persecution 
proved  but  too  successful  and  an  order  of  prohibition  was  made  by 
the  authorities  which   resulted  in  his  withdrawal  from  the  town  in 
1799.     During  the  last  year  of  his  stay  a  violent  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever   occurred  in  that   community.     He  had   proved   the   action  of 
Belladonna  on  persons  in  health,  and  therefore  administered  it  in  this 
disease.     He  not  only  found  it  a  certain  cure,  but  a  truly  prophylactic 
remedy,   saving  hundreds  around  him  from  the  scourge   that  threat- 
ened them.     Some  attach  blame  to  Hahnemann  for  not  freely  publish- 
ing, at  once,  the  name  of  this  valuable  preventive,  on  its  discovery,  for 
the  benefit  of  a  suffering  humanity.     He  knew  too  well  what  kind  of 
reception  any  such  kindness  on  his  part  would  meet  with,  and  when 
he  did  give  his  discovery  to  the  world  many  physicians  received  the 
information  and  used  it  without  the  slightest  acknowledgment  of  its 
origin,  while  many  others  sneered  and  ridiculed. 

On  his  compulsory  quittal  of  the  town,  a  scene  occurred  quite 
unusual  in  the  life  of  a  physician.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  who  had 
been  restored  to  health  through  his  instrumentality,  especially  during 
the  time  of  the  great  epidemio,  accompanied  the  wagon  in  which  were 
placed  his  wife  and  children  with  all  his  earthly  possessions,  some 
distance  on  the  road  to  Hamburg.  They  then  took  a  sad  farewell, 
tearfully  expressing  their  sorrow  for  the  cruelties  that  had  been 
heaped  upon  him,  and  thanking  God  for  the  benefit  he  had  been  per- 
mitted to  confer  upon  them.  A  sad  accident  took  place  on  this  jour- 
ney. The  wagon  in  descending  a  precipitous  part  of  the  road  was 
overturned,  the  little  property  damaged,  the  doctor  himself  consid- 
erably bruised,  but  worst  of  all,  an  infant  son  was  so  severely  injured 
that  he  died  very  shortly  afterwards.  Detained  some  six  weeks  in  a 
little  village  near  where  the  upset  occurred,  on  account  of  the  health 
of  his  daughter,  he  at  length  reached  Hamburg.  He  could  do  but 
little  in  that,  city,  and  therefore  removed  to  an  adjoining  town,  Altona. 
Soon  after  to  Mollen.  But  he  could  not  rest  content  out  of  Saxony, 
and  settled,  or  rather  tried  to  settle  in  Eulenberg,  where  persecution 
compelled  him  to  make  but  a  short  sojourn.     He  next  wandered  to 
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Machern,  and  after  a  short  time  to  Dessau.  During  all  these  jour- 
neyings  and  suiferings  he  worked  nightly  for  the  support  of  his  family, 
by  translating  several  English  books  and  writing  original  articles, 
priocipally  on  medical  reform,  for  Hufeland's  Journal,  which  were 
mucli  more  bitter  and  denunciatory  than  his  earlier  productions. 

A  distressing  incident  is  narrated  by  one  of  his  biographers, 
showing  the  terrible  straits  in  which  he  and  his  noble  family  were 
sometimes  placed  by  poverty.  One  of  his  little  children  was  too  ill 
to  eat  her  portion  of  brown  bread  and  wished  it  to  be  safely  put  away 
in  some  secure  place,  that  she  might  onjoy  it  as  soon  as  she  became 
better.  Such  a  fact  may  be  deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  a  little 
bitterness  in  controversy  with  his  medical  persecutors. 

The  last  translation  he  was  ever  employed  to  make,  was  a  collection 
of  medical  prescriptions,  to  which  he  wrote  the  most  remarkable 
preface  ever  given  to  iany  work  ;  a  thorough  antidote  to  the  book  itself. 
From  this  time  all  his  literary  productions  were  original,  with  the 
single  exception  of  a  translation  of  Albert  Von  Haller's  Materia 
Medica,  published  in  1806. 

Neither  poverty  nor  persecution  could  deter  Hahnemann  from 
prosecuting  his  investigations  into  the  science  of  medicine,  now  posses- 
sing a  real  title  to  the  term,  and  having  from  the  thorough  provings 
of  numerous  drugs,  on  the  one  hand,  and  clinical  observations  on  the 
other,  well-armed  himself  for  a  mighty  conflict,  he  published  a  small 
but  masterly  tractate,  "  JEsculapius  in  the  Balance."  Then  came 
forth  a  sketch  of  a  ''  Pure  Materia  Medica  in  Latin,"  and  the  most 
brilliant  and  original  treatise  on  the  art  of  medicine  ever  published, 
"The  Medicine  of  Experience."  Hundreds  of  medical  writers  now 
took  the  field  in  opposition  to  the  new  ideas,  but  finding  it  impossible 
to  refute  the  logical  arguments,  founded  on  the  extensive  experience 
gained  by  several  years  of  patient  and  careful  provings,  they  assailed 
the  technicalities  of  Homoeopathy,  maligned  the  character  and  mis- 
represented the  motives  of  their  opponent,  and  so  soured  the  temper 
of  Hahnemann  that  he  resolved  henceforth  no  longer  to  appeal  to  the 
profession,  as  he  had  done,  but  to  place  his  cause  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion.  He  ceased,  therefore,  to  write  in  the  medical  journals  of 
the  day  and  commenced  a  series  of  popular  papers  on  the  imperfec- 
ions  and  absurdities  of  the  medical  practice  of  the  schools,  and  meas- 
tures  of  reform,  &c.,  in  aliterary  and  scientific  journal  entitled 
Allgemeiner  Anzeiger  der  Deutschen.  For  some  little  time  he  had 
been  residing  in  Torgau.  By  the  non-professional  members  of  the 
community  his  writings  and  labors  were  beginning  to  be  widely 
appreciated,  and  hundreds  professed   themselves  to  be  his  disciples. 

In  1810  he  published  his  greatest  work  the  Organon,  which  ran 
through  five  editions  and  was  translated  into  English,  French,  Italian, 
Spanish,  Hungarian,  Polish,  Russian,  Danish  and  Swedish.  Rendered 
now  celebrated  not  only  throughout  Germany  but  the  whole  of  Europe. 
Hahnemann  resolved  to  try  and  build  on  the  foundations  he  had  laid 
so  solidly,  and  removed  once  more  to  Leipsic.  Crowds  of  adherents 
flocked  around  him,  and  for  a  season  he  was  pretty  well  repaid  for  the 
trials   through   which   he   had   passed.      The   physicians   generally 
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stopped  him  in  every  possible  way,  and  hosts  of  works  appeared  in 
reply  to  his  Organon,  some  of  them  of  a  very  scurrilous  character. 
Hahnemann  paid  very  little  attention  to  these  attacks.  He  pur- 
sued his  course,  writing  pithy  and  powerful  articles  occasionally  in 
the  Allgeuieiner  Anzerger,  and  perfecting  his  Materia  Medica,  the 
first  volume  of  which  he  published  in  1811.  He  was  very  anxious 
of  this  time  to  institute  a  college  and  hospital  in  which  to  give  instruc- 
tion to  young  physicians  who  might  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity,  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  homoeopathy,  but  failing 
on  this  scheme,  ho  applied  for  permission  to  lecture  bi-weekly  in  the 
University,  and  in  accordance  with  the  usual  requirement,  wrote, 
delivered  and  defended  a  thesis  entitled  **  De  Helleborismo  veterum,'* 
which  proved  such  extensive  reading  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  even 
Arabic  authors,  as  to  astonish  his  learned  auditory. 

During  his  residence  in  Leipsic,  extending  from  1810  to  1821,  he 
published  a  second  edition  of  his  Organon  and  five  more  volumes  of 
the  Materia  Medica  Pura.  Towards  the  close  of  the  period  just 
named  the  persecuting  spirit  of  his  enemies  broke  out  with  renewed 
vigor,  and  inciting  the  favored  and  privileged  apothecaries  to  adopt 
similar  measures  to  those  which  had  driven  him  from  so  many  other 
places.  Once  more  unjustly  threatened  with  severe  penalties,  his 
practice  was  brought  to  a  stand  still,  for  of  course  he  could  not  trust 
his  enemies,  the  apothecaries,  to  prepare  and  dispense  his  medicines, 
and  he  would  not  administer  his  remedies  secretly,  as  some  suggested. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  was  offered  an  asylum  by  a  warm,  true 
friend  of  Hahnemann's  and  of  the  new  science  homoeopathy,  in  the 
person  of  the  reigning  prince  of  Anhalt  Coethen,  and  to  that  very 
small  capital,  Coethen,  ho  accordingly  went  in  1821.  This  forced 
residence  was  felt  to  be  a  sad  change  from  the  large  practice  and 
retinue  of  pupils  and  admirers  which  Leipsic  had  furnished,  and  so 
depressed  had  Hahnemanll  become,  that  with  the  exception  of  an 
occasional  visit  to  his  patron,  he  never  passed  the  threshold  of  his 
own  door,  not  even  to  take  his  accustomed  hour's  walk  after  the  labors 
of  the  day  with  his  family.  He  worked,  however,  quite  as  diligently 
as  before,  in  proving  medicines,  prescribing  for  multitudes  of  patients, 
many  of  whom,  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  corresponded  with  him  by 
letter,  and  in  revising  and  adding  to  his  great  works,  and  writing 
occasional  articles  for  the  journals.  A  pleasing  little  anecdote  is  told 
about  him  whilst  at  Coethen  that  proves  he  retained  a  little  facetious- 
ness  even  in  his  banishment.  "  On  one  occasion  he  received  a  visitor 
who  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  Hahnemann  and  his  garden,  and  who 
had  imagined  the  garden  to  be  as  great  as  its  owner.  When  he  was 
ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  "  prophet  of  medicine"  and  found 
him  seated  at  a  table,  in  a  summer  house  only  a  few  yards  from  the 
house,  he  exclaimed  :  **  But  where  is  the  garden  ?"  To  which  Hahne« 
mann  replied,  '*  This  is  the  garden."  "  Surely,"  rejoined  the  visitor, 
"  not  this  narrow  patch  of  ground  ?"  **  True,  it  is  very  short  and 
very  narrow,  but  observe,"  said  the  sage,  pointing  upwards  to  the  blue 
sky  overhead,  "it  is  of  infinite  height," 
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During  his  exile  in  Coethen  he  brought  to  completion  his  last  great 
literary  work  on  **  Chronic  diseases,  their  peculiar  nature  and  homoeo- 
pathic treatment,"  consisting  of  five  volumes.  This,  like  his  other 
writings,  displayed  the  great  erudition  of  the  author  and  his  amazing 
industry.  He  bad  now  reached  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  obtain- 
ing the  degree  of  M.  D..  The  following  pleasant  reminiscence  is  from 
the  pen  of  one  of  his  favored  pupils,  (Dr.  F.  Hartmann,)  who  was 
present  at  the  gathering  of  friends  assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  sage : 
"The  10th  of  August,  1829,  was  a  joyful  day  for  the  venerable  old 
man,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  one  on  which,  fifty  years  before,  he 
had  obtained  the  doctorate.  Gratifying  and  memorable  in  more  than 
one  respect  was  this  day  for  him,  and  for  the  homoeopathic  system. 
With  it  he  closed  half  a  century,  which  had  been  devoted  in  the 
most  candid,  zealous  and  successful  manner,  to  the  service  of  human- 
ity and  science.  What  he  had  sown  in  the  thorny  past  he  now  reaped 
in  the  fame-crowded  present ;  what  he  had  corabatted  for,  heroically 
and  unremittingly,  now  wreathed  the  sternly  serene  brow  of  tho 
happy  conqueror,  and  around  him  who  had  long  been  exiled,  perse- 
cuted and  insulted,  was  entwined  the  most  gladsome  recognition, 
heartfelt  reverence,  gratitude  and  love,  of  the  wide  circle  who  sur- 
rounded him,  far  and  near,  visible  and  invisible.  Several  of  his 
Bupils  and  friends  assembled  that  day  at  Hahnemann's  dwelling, 
having  made  all  things  ready  for  the  celebration.  On  a  table  resem- 
bling an  altar,  adorned  with  flowers  and  entwined  with  oak  leaves, 
was  placed  the  well  executed  bust  of  Hahnemann.  On  a  side  table 
stood  a  beautiful  oil  portrait  of  him  and  several  lithographic  copies 
taken  from  it.  After  Hahnemann  was  introduced,  his  bust  was 
crowned  with  laurels,  amidst  appropriate  addresses  and  congratula- 
tions. One  of  his  pupils  handed  him  a  splendidly  written  programme 
of  the  feast,  and  another  presented  him  with  a  box,  lined  with  red 
velvet,  t  containing  a  gold  and  silver  medal,  on  one  side  of  which  was 
a  well  executed  portrait  of  Hahnemann,  with  his  name,  the  date  of 
his  birth  and  promotion,  and  on  the  reverse  the  fundamental  axiom 
of  his  doctrine,  si?nilia  similibus.  I  omit,  lest  I  should  be  tedious, 
^he  other  beautiful,  judicious  and  rich  presents  which  on  this  day 
were  sent  from  far  and  near  to  this  honored  sage,  by  men  and  women, 
in  homage  of  homoeopathy.  With  deep  emotion,  the  venerable  old 
man,  with  heartfelt  and  affecting  words,  giving  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Being  that  he  had  been  permitted  to  make  so  great  and  important 
discovery,  and  favored  with  along  life,  full  of  bodily  and  mental  vigor. 
With  equal  depth  of  emotion  he  also  thanked  those  present  who  had 
so  much  honored  him  by  their  presence  on  this  day,  thereby  made 
memorable  in  the  history  of  his  new  system.  And  henceforth  annu- 
ally on  this  day,  a  meeting  of  physicians  and  friends  of  homoeopathy 
takes  place  by  appointment,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Central  Union." 

The  year  after  this  interesting  gathering  the  Asiatic  cholera 
entered  Europe  from  the  east.  This  aroused  physicians  of  every 
school.  The  homoeopathists,  in  their  journals,  suggested  seyerail 
medicines,   whose  provings   seemed  to  promise   curative    effects  in 
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cholera ;  for  example,  Arsenicum  and  Yeratrum ;  but  Hahnemann, 
who  had  never  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a  real  case  of  Asiatic  Cholera, 
published  the  following  direction,  for  the  guidance  of  all  his  friends  : 
"  Every  one,  the  instant  any  of  his  friends  take  ill  of  cholera,  must 
immediately  treat  them  with  camphor,  and  not  wait  for  medical  aid, 
which  even  if  good  would  be  too  late."  Very  numerous  testimonies 
were  published  showing  the  immense  success  of  Hahnemann's  mode 
of  treating  this  terrible  scourge,  and  perhaps  nothing  in  the  life  of 
this  medical  reformer  so  powerfully  exhibited  the  superiority  of  the 
new  system  over  the  old  as  this  prescription  for  a  disease  which  he 
had  never  before  seen.  Shortly  after  this  period  the  first  Mrs. 
'Hahnemann  died,  having  been  married  forty-nine  years  and  a  few 
months.  One  of  Hahnemann's  daughters,  however,  supplying  so  far 
as  she  could,  her  mother's  place,  he  pursued,  as  usual,  his  arduous 
engagements.  Three  or  four  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
a  most  interesting,  intellectual  and  estimable  lady  applied  to  Hahne- 
mann for  advice  for  lung  and  heart  disease.  It  is  humorously  stated 
that  though  the  lung  disease  was  effectually  cured,  the  heart  trouble 
must  have  assumed  another  and  a  chronic  form,  for  the  octogenarian 
felt  that  he  could  only  spend  his  remaining  days  in  happiness  in  com- 
pany with  the  fascinating  Parissiene,  and  the  lady  seemed  equally 
enamored  with  the  great  doctor.  She  was  35  years  of  age,  the 
daughter  of  Louis  Jerome  Gohier,  formerly  Minister  of  Justice  and 
President  du  Directoire  Executif,  de  la  Republique  Francaise.  Her 
name  was  Marie  Melanie  d'  Hervilly  Gohier.  This  lady  induced  her 
husband  to  quit  his  retirement  and  pass  the  rest  of  his  life  in  Paris. 
She  readily  obtained  from  M.  Guizot  the  authority  for  him  to  practice 
in  that  city,  and  surrounding  him  with  the  very  best  society,  the  eight 
years  he  lived  in  the  gay  French  capital  were  the  happiest  of  his 
long  eventful  life.  He  writes  to  his  old  friend.  Dr.  Stapf :  "  I  find 
myself  better  and  gayer  here  than  I  have  been  for  the  last  ^twenty 
years,  owing  to  my  wife  surrounding  me  with  distinguished  friends  of 
the  circle  to  which  she  belongs.  Many  Germans  who  knew  me 
formerly,  find  me  many  years  younger,  which  I  attribute  to  my  loving 
nurse,  my  faithful  spouse,  who  desires  to  be  kindly  remembered  along 
with  myself,  to  your  esteemed  family." 

This  regeneration  was,  however,  but  the  precursor  of  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  spark  of  life.  Until  this  time  Hahnemann's  health 
had  been  most  excellent,  with  the  exception  once  every  spring  for  16 
years  of  a  visit  of  bronchial  catarrh.  The  mind  and  memory  retained 
their  vigor  to  the  last,  the  eye  was  keen  and  piercing,  the  hearing 
quick  and  the  form  erect,  but  the  throat  affection  attacking  him  with 
unwonted  severity,  the  good  old  man  felt  that  his  end  was  near.  He 
had  accomplished  the  object  for  which  he  had  lived.  He  had  proved  a 
blessing  to  his  race,  he  had  discovered  an  unspeakably  important  law 
of  nature,  the  recognition  of  which  would  save  tens  of  thousands 
from  unnecessary  suffering  and  untimely  death.  He  had  fought  man- 
fully against  the  mighty  obstacles  of  prejudice,  self-interest,  malice, 
misrepresentation  and  ridicule,  and  had  gloriously  triumphed.  The 
precious  truths  he  had  taught  had  been  received  into  the  very  heartg 
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of  admiring  pupils  who  would  never  let  them  die  out  of  mind.  He 
had  finished  the  work  to  which  he  was  ordained j  and  there  was 
nothing  left  for  him  now  to  do  but  to  die.  Hewas  calm,  resigned  and 
happy  in  the  prospect  of  departure,  for  he  says,  in  writing  to  a  friend 
"  It  is  perhaps  time  that  I  quit  this,  but  I  leave  all  and  always  in  the 
hands  of  my  God."         #         *        * 

.  I^He  also  made,  on  another  occasion,  the  following  declaration: 
"  My  conscience  is  clear ;  it  bears  me  witness  that  I  have  ever  sought 
the  welfare  of  suffering  humanity,  that  I  have  always  done  and  taught 
what  seemed  to  me  best,  and  that  I  have  never  had  recourse  to  any 
allopathic  proceedures  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  my  patients,  and 
to  prevent  them  leaving  me.  I  love  my  fellow-creatures  and  the  t 
repose  of  my  conscience  too  much  to  act  in  that  manner.  Those  who 
follow  my  example  will  be  able,  as  I  am,  on  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
to  wait  with  tranquillity  and  confidence  till  the  time  comes  when  they 
must  lay  down  their  head  ^in  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  and  render  up 
their  soul  to  a  God  whose  omnipotence  must  strike  terror  into  the 
heart  of  the  wicked." 

When  the  last  struggle  came,  his  sufferings  were  great.  His  wife 
said  to  him  :  "  As  you  in  your  laborious  life  have  alleviated  the  suffer- 
ings of  so  many,  and  have  yourself  endured  so  much,  surely  Provi- 
dence owes  you  a  remission  of  your  sufferings."  To  which  the  dying 
man  replied:  "Me!  and  why  me?  Each  man  here  below  works 
according  to  the  gifts  and  strength  Providence  has  given  him,  and  it 
is  only  before  the  fiillible  tribunal  of  man  that  degrees  of  merit  are 
acknowledged  ;  not  so  before  that  of  God.  God  owes  me  nothing,  but 
I  owe  Him  much — ^yes,  everything." 

Thus  died  Dr.  Samuel  Hahnemann,  on  the  2d  July,  1843,  in  the 
eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  not,  of  course,  without  imper- 
fections. In  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  somewhat  bitter  in  the 
denunciation  of  his  opponents,  dogmatical  in  the  extreme,  somewhat 
suspicious  and  and  overbearing  in  his  intercourse  with  his  professed 
followers  and  adherents  ;  but  if  the  majority  of  his  medical  descend- 
ants possess  but  half  his  honesty  and  singleness  of  purpose,  half  his 
diligence,  his  self-sacrificing  spirit,  his  patient  plodding  determina 
tion  to  discover  truth,  his  accuracy  of  observation,  it  will  not  b- 
long  ere  a  medical  millennium  will  dawn  upon  our  sin-stricken  and 
afflicted  race,  and  all  men  will  venerate  the  memory  of  Samuel 
Hahnemann,  the  discoverer  of  Homoeopathy,  the  Father  and  Founder 
of  the  Rational  School  of  Medical  Science. 

Note.— The  obligations  of  the  writer  are  due,  and  hereby  acknowledged,  to  the  authors  of  tfie 
following  works,  from  which  facts  and  suggestions  have  been  obtained  :  "  Dudgeon's  Lectures  on 
HomoBopathy,"  **  History  and  Heroes  of  Medicine,"  by  Russel,  "  Therapeutics  of  the  Day,^  by 
Dr.  W.  Stens,  "  Homoeopathy  fairly  represented,  not  misrepresented,"  by  Prof.  Henderson 
and  Gaspari*8  Domestic  Medicine. 

Cleveland,  O.,  Feb.  17.  1866. 
Joseph  Hooper,  M.  D.,— Dmr  Sir:— By  the  kindness  of  Dr.  E.  A  Lodge,  the  Faculty  of 
the  Cleveland  Homceopathic  College  are  in  receipt  of  copies  of  two  popular  tractates  entitled 
**  Homoeopathy,  what  are  its  claims  on  public  confidence  f"  and  '*  Popular  Fallacies  concerning 
Homoeopathy  refuted,"  of  which  you  have  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  the  author.  The 
Faiculty  desire  me  to  express  to  you  the  high  appreciation  they  have  of  your  labor  in  behalf  of 
our  common  caixse,  of  the  very  valuable  services  you  have  rendered  the  medical  profession,  and 
eepeeially  of  the  honor  you  have,  in  the  production  of  the  above  works,  bestowed  upon  your 
AlinA  Mater.  In  behalf  of  the  Faculty,  T.  P.  WILSON,  Registrar. 
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THE  CHOIiEBA  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

A  Havana  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Tiines,  writes,  under 
date  of  Feb.  24th  :  **  According  to  accounts  received  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba  from  the  French  West  Indies,  the  cholera  still  continued  at 
Guadaloupe,  committing  great  ravages,  the  number  of  deaths  up  to 
Dec.  31,  was  as  follows  :  Pointe-a-Pitre,  1200  ;  Basse-Terre,  2000  ; 
In  thirteen  communes  of  Gruadaloupe  the  number  of  deaths  was  6500. 
In  Grand-Terre,  in  twelve  communes,  including  Marie  Galante,  12,200. 

The  last  accounts  to  the  17th,  say  that  the  cholera  was  markedly 
diminishing  in  Guadaloupe,  but  had  made  its  appearance  in  Dominica. 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  of  Martinique  had 
ordered  that  vessels  arriving  with  cattle  from  Porto  Rico  should  bo 
subjected  to  quarantine  on  account  of  its  being  known  that  some  cases 
of  pleuro-pneumonia  had  appeared  in  that  island  among  the  cattle. — 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 

CONTAGIOUSNESS  OF  CHOLERA. 


Dr.  Jules  Worms  states  that  the  number  of  resident  patients  in 
the  Parisian  hospitals  who  were  attacked  by  cholera  in  1849,  was  33 
per  cent,  of  the  number  admitted  suffering  from  cholera  ;  in  1854  it 
was  44  per  cent.  In  the  Charite,  89  home  cases  occurred  for  every 
100  received,  in  1849  ;  and  in  1854,  64  for  every  100.  Briquet  states 
that  before  October  9,  1854,  no  case  of  cholera  had  occurred  at 
la  Charite.  On  the  9th  and  14th,  two  cholera,  patients  were  received, 
and  from  the  15th  to  the  19th,  eight  cases  of  cholera  broke  out  in 
patients  placed  near  to  one  or  other  of  the  cholera  cases.  In  the 
wards  of  M.  Recamier,  a  patient  died  of  cholera.  The  next  six 
patients  who  occupied  his  bed  were  seized  with  cholera,  while  in  the 
hospital,  and  died  with  it. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


Physicians  who  do  not  take  the  Journals  are  thus  spoken  of  by 
the  Dublin  Medical  Press:  *'  The  indifferent  are  those  of  our  pro- 
fession whose  position  we  regard  as  most  hopeless  of  amelioration — 
the  men  who  read  neither  book  nor  journal ;  practice  the  dilapidated 
surgery  of  thirty  years  ago  ;  lounge  through  their  professional  life, 
ambitionless  and  lethargic,  and  die  as  little  known  as  they  are 
respected  ;  or  those  who  live  a  life  of  servility  to  their  own  personal 
interests,  locking  up  within  themselves  every  syllable  which  could  by 
possibility  taint  their  popularity. 

"  ^  Fortune's  champions  that  dost  never  fight, 
But  when  her  humerous  ladyship  is  by 
To  teach  them  safety  * 

**  Can  we  not  inspire  these  gentlemen  with  a  little  ardor  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  profession,  a  desire  to  be  something  more  respected 
than  a  mere  medical  drudge,  who  dare  have  no  opinion  or  action  of 
his  own.  We  tell  these  gentlemen  that  the  public  are  too  astute  not 
to  distinguish  between  the  man  thirty  years  behind  the  age  and  the 
man  of  advanced   thought  and  information,   and  that  the  money  and 
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labor  which  they  think  they  save  by  their  literary  parsimony,  is  ten- 
fold balanced  by  the  injury   which  their  professional  inertia  entails. 
Men  may  get   smiles  and   fine  words  by   servility  to  the   opinions  of 
others,  but  they  will  fall  greviously  short,  even  in  the  eyes  of  their 
patrons,  of  the  respect  which  attaches  to  honest  men.'* 


HahneTnaTTTi    Medical  College  Commencement. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College 
of  Chicago  were  held  March  1st,  1866.  A  large  and  appreciative 
audience  was  present  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  conferring  the 
degree ;  and  the  music  that  enlivened  the  proceedings  was  tasteful 
and  charming.  The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Burroughs.  Prof.  Small,  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  read  his  Annual 
Report,  from  which  it  appears  that  640  lectures  had  been  delivered 
during  the  College  session  just  closed.  Seventy-six  pupils  had  been 
in  attendance  upon  the  Course ;  of  whom  twenty-six  were  now  pre- 
sented for  graduation.  He  also  stated  that  the  project  of  the  erection 
of  a  commodious  college  and  hospital  building  was  in  charge  of  a 
committee  with  good  prospect  of  success. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  delivered  by  Rodney  Welch,  M.  D.,. 
Professor  of  Elementary  and  Animal  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
Subject :  "  Chemical  Commerce  and  its  Commodities."  An  admira- 
ble address,  which  we  hope  to  publish  hereafter. 

At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the  Faculty  graduates,  alumni,  and 
students  of  the  College,  with  a  large  number  of  physicians,  partook 
of  a  sumptuous  entertainment  at  the  residence  of  Prof  Ludlum. 
From  first  to  last  all  passed  ofif  most  pleasantly  and  auspiciously* 
The  College  prospers,  and  the  community  at  home  and  abroad  is> 
abundantly  gratified. 

Graditates  of  1866. 

Eugene  W.  Beebe,  Frank  W.  Gordon.  Clinton  W.  Fearce, 

mndoB  E  Clark,  H.  T.  F.  Qatcholl,  M.  F.  Page, 

Charles  W.  Clark,  W.  Q.  Jones,  I.  G.  Bishel, 

Xdward  Cowlee,  C.  H.  Lutes,  W.  F.  Sherman, 

C.  H.  Cogswell,  James  Emmett  Mui-rlsun,  Alyan  Edmund  Small,  Jr.,. 

George  E.  Chandler,  Charles  W.  Miller,  Henry  Newell  Small, 

J.  Deville  Dennis,  O.  H.  Mann,  Leland  Walker, 

T.  Cation  Duncan,  A.  Burton  Nichols,  W.  H.  Woodbury, 

O.    E.  Goodrich,  Ephraim  Parsons, 

HOSORARY  DEGREES. 

SAMVMh  Eadon,  M.  D.,  England,  A.  Howard  Okie,  M.  D.,  R.  I., 

B.  L.  Hill,  K.  D.»  Dubuqne,  la.,  H.  D.  Pa.ine,  M.  D.,  N.  Y., 

Edwin  A.  Lodoe,  H.  D.,  Detroit,  Mich., 
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Sixteenth    AwTnin.1    Ck>mmeiioement    of    Cleveland  Homoeopathic 

College. 

The  sixteenth  annual  course  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Col- 
lege closed  February  21st,  and  the  commencement  exercises  were 
held  at  G-arrett's  Hall. 

This  College  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The  class  for 
1865-6  is  the  largest  ever  in  attendance  at  the  College,  numbering 
seventy-eight  Matriculants.  The  graduating  class  numbers  thirty- 
seven,  three  of  whom  received  the  honorary  degree. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  course  of  lectures  by  the  Professors,  an 
interesting  and  able  series  of  lectures  on  Botany  by  H.  A,  Tuttle 

Esq. 

The  college  this  year  sends  three  diplomas  to  England,  six  to 
Canada,  and  one  to  Sweden,  showing  that  the  name  and  fame  of  this 
institution  is  not  confined  alone  to  this  city,  and  Ib'tate,  and  country, 
but  extends  across  the  great  waters,  even  to  the  home  of  the  founder 
of  the  great  homoeopathic  system,  and  to  other  countries  of  Europe. 

On  the  assembling  of  the  faculty  and  students  the  commencement 
exercises  were  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Parrish. 

The  address  to  the  graduates  was  then  delivered  by  Prof.  G.  W ' 
Barnes.  It  was  a  learned  and  eloquent  address,  and  we  regret  that 
we  cannot  print  it  entire. 

The  degrees  were  then  conferred  by  Prof.  J.  C.  Sanders,  the 
President  of  the  College,  who  prefaced  the  presentation  with  excel- 
lent advice  to  those  who  were  to  receive  them.  The  names  of  the 
graduates  were  as  follows  : 

Graduates  of  1866. 

E.  T.  Adams,  J.  A.  Complon,  J.  D.  McCreary, 

*  T.  R.  Allen,  Samuel  Cowles,  E.  C.  Morrill, 

♦  W.  P.  Armstrong,  E.  B.  De  La  Matyr,  Louis  Marrette, 
Q.  D.  Allen.  E.  Graham,  H.  E  Powell, 
Wm.  P.  Burge,  H.  T.  Fitz  (Htchel,  L.  W.  Pratt, 

D.  P.  Badger,  G.  C.  Hibbard,  A.  L.  Roberts, 

B".  F.  Biggar,  A.  B.,  Abner  Hayward,  W.  G.  Scott, 

John  Bryan,  P.  8.  Hallet,  J.  W.  Scott, 

Wm.  Clark,  J.  A.  Hall,  M.  D.,  M.  C.  Sturtevant, 

H.  B.  Croft,  B.  F.  Jackson,  J.  G.  Schmidt,  M.  D., 

J.  M.  Cadmas,  J.  R.  Moody,  W.  G.  Ware, 

*Ii.  D.Clark, 

HONORARY: 

P.  J.  Lbidbeck,  M.  D.,  Sweden,       Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D«,  Mich.,       Thos.  Bbta.k,  Penn. 

*  Names  thus  marked  are  students  who  have  attended  two  courses  of  Lectures  and  passed  * 
•atis£eu}tor^  examination,  but  their  diplomas  are  temporarily  withheld  until  tiie  expiration  of 
fheir  required  time  of  study. 


St.  liouitf  Homoeopathic  College. 

The  Valedictory  which  we  reprint  in  this  number,  was  delivered 
by  Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin.     List  of  graduates  will  appear  hereafter* 
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SOCIETIES-.WHEN    AND    WHEBE    THET     MEET.— 1866. 


Miami  Homaspathic  Medical  Association  meets  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
May  3d,  1866 

The  *'  Canadian  InstAtute  of  HonuBopathy  "  convenes  at  Hamilton, 
Wednesday,  May  9th,  1866. 

The  ''Illinois  Honwuopathic  Association^''  at   Chicago,  May  16th. 

The  "  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  "  at  Cleveland,  on 
Wednesday,  May  23,  1866. 

The  *'  AmeHcan  Institute  of  HomooBpathy  "  at  Pittsburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  1866. 

Pennsylvania  Homo&opathic  Medical  Society,  first  meeting  at 
Pittsburgh,  June  6, 1866. 

The  "  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio''  at  Columbus,  Tues- 
day, June  12th. 

The  "  Michigan  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  "  at  Detroit,  on  Tues- 
day, June  19,  1866. 

The  *'  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic  Society  "  at 

The  "  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,"  at  LaCrosse, 

Wednesday,  Nov.  21,  1866. 

New  Hampshire  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  at  ,  Jan.  20. 

J.  H  Gallinger,  Secretary,  Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867. 

II.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st,  Albany. 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 

names  and  addresses,   with    dates  and   places  of  meeting,   copies  of 

proceedings,  &c.] 

Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Homoeopathio 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  was  held  March  1,  1866.  Valedic* 
tory  address  by  Adolph  Lippe,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 

Graduates  of  1866. 

Honorary — Theodore  J.  Ruckert,  Special— Dr.  Benjamin  Becker, 

Ilernhuth,  Saxony,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

W.  L.  Arrowsmith,  M.  D.,  George  F.  Marsden,  Maximilian  Werder, 
L.  Tounghusband,  A.M  ,M.D.,  Edwin  H.  Trego,  M.  D.,  Thomaa  U.  Smith, 
Prancisco  Orenga,  M.  D.,  George  H.  Parsel],  Charles  Arthur, 
Lewis  H.  Willard,  Rev.  David  Packer,  Jamos  B.  Owens,  M.  D., 
Edwin  8.  Anderson,  Milton  D.  Lichtenwalncr,  Charles  H.  Doran,  M.  D., 
Isaiah  Dever,  M.  D.,  David  L.  Dreibcldis,  M.  D.,  Nathan  Wiggin. 
Benjamin  C.  Woodbunr,  John  E.  Bamaby,  John  C.  Richards,  M.  D., 
James  S.  Shepherd,  M.  1).,  Edward  P.  Small,  Clarunoe  D.  Campbell,  M.  D., 
■  -  -  -    -        lie. 


Snmner  H.  Boynton,  J.  Heber  Smith,  (George  B.  Sawtell 

Aquila  B.  Lippincott,  Charles  S.  Wilson,  Constantino  l.ip 

Joseph  J.  Currie,  J.  Benson  Voak,  Alfred  Shepherc 


Aquila  B.  Lippincott,  Charles  S.Wilson,  Constantino  Lippe,  M.  D., 

epherd,  M.  D., 

Silas' Griffith,  Richard  T.  Harmau,  J.  Emory  voak,  M.  D., 


IQba  D.  Walter,  Harry  B.  Williams,  David  Coon,  M.  D.. 

Jacob  O.  Streets,  Rev.  Chas.  D.  Herbert,  A.  M.,   A.  J.  B.  Jenner, 

Bnftis  E.  Belding, 
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Homoeopathic  Medical  College   of  New  York. 

At  the  sixth  annual  commencement,  Fab.  28,  1866,  the  Valedic- 
tory Address  was  delivered  by  Samuel  B.  Barlow,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics. 

Graduates  of  1866. 

Henry  Ahlborn,  S.  Patten  Graves,  C.  B.  Parkhurst, 

Samuel  Alvord,  Gregg  Henderson,  P.W.Paulson, 

Henry  N.  Avery,  A.  M.,  Edward  Higgins,  W.  H.  Sanders, 

A.  R.  Beach,  Ambrose  A.  Hiil,  J.  Edwin  Seeley, 
James  S.  JBell,  Richard  Hodgson,  Francis  Schell, 

B.  J.  Burnett,  Jr,  J.  P.  Hunting,  A.  M.  P.  T.  Schley, 

0.  C.  Cameron,  S.  Hopkins  Keep.  Henry  E.  Spalding, 

Andrew  J.  Clark,  J.  L.  Keep,  M.  D.,  G.  E.  Bwan, 

A.  E.  Dodge,  John  C.  Lmsley,  M.  F  Sweeting. 

Joseph  Finch,  J.  G.  Malcolm,  J.  W.  Sweesey, 

Charles  F.  Forbes,  J.  C.  Moore,  Joseph  H.  Turck, 

WilliaHCi  Fry,  L.  F.  Morse,  M.  D.,  Charles  Vishno, 

"W.  G.  Graham,  L.  M.  Parmelee,  T.  D.  Wads  worth. 

Convention  Called  to  Form  a  State  Homoepathic  Medical  Society  of 

Pennsylvania. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Alleghany  County  Homoeopathic  Medical 

Society,  held  November,  1865,  the  following  resolution  was  offered 

viz : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany 
County  invite  the  physicians  of  the  rest  of  the  State  to  meet  in  Pitts- 
burg the  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  "  State  Medical  Society,** 

Drs.  Cowley,^  Hewett  and  Cooper  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
carry  out  the  resolution. 

At  the  meeting  in  December  the  committee  reported  the  following 
address,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

To  the  HomcBopathic  Physicians  of  Fennsylvania, — Brethren  : 
At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Bushrod  W.  James  to  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany  County,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  formation  of  a  State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  holding 
of  a  convention  for  that  purpose  previous  to  the  meeting  of  that 
Society  in  November,  1865,  when  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany 
County  invite  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  the  rest  of  the  State  to 
meet  in  Pittsburg  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day  of  June,  1866,  and  unite 
with  them  in  the  formation  of  a  State  Medical  Society. 

We,  therefore,  members  of  the  said  Society,  cordially  invite  all 
homoeopathic  physicians  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia to  meet  them  in  Pittsburg,  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1866,  for  said 
purpose.  The  time  and  place  of  meeting  will  be  announced  in  the 
journals.     Signed, 

J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.,  President;  H.  Hofman,  M.  D.,  Vice  Presi- 
dent ;  D.  Cowley,  M.  D.,  Secretary  ;  James  A.  Herron,  M.  D.,  Treas- 
urer; C.  Barlz,  M.  D.,  A.  Black,  M.  D.,  W.  C.  Borland,  M.  D.,  W. 
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R.  Child,  M.  D.  J.  F.  Cooper,  M.  D.,  M.  Cote,  M.  D.,  Geo.  S.  Foster, 
M.  D.,  J.  P.  Harvey,  M.  D.,  Thos.  Hewett,  M.  D.,  P.  D.  Liscomb,  M. 
D.,  J.  S.  Rankin,  M.  D.,  L.  M.  Rousseau,  M.  D.,  F.  Tandte,  M.  D., 
M.  W.  Wallace,  M.  D., 

Action  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Somatopathic  Infirmary, 
Philadelphia^  on  the  call: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  February  16th,  1866,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  learns  with  pleasure  that  a  convention 
of  the  homoeopathic  societies  and  physicians  of  Pennsylvania  has 
been  called  to  meet  in  Pittsburg  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1866,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society ;  and, 
feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  homoeopathy  everywhere, 
and  especially  in  our  own  State,  heartily  support  the  measure  and 
the  call  of  the  Alleghany  County  Medical  Society,  and  hereby  request 
and  delegate  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  of  our  institution  to 
attend  the  said  convention  and  represent  this  organization  in  it. 

A.  Erwin,  Secretary.  JOHN  WELSH,  President. 


Jn^uual  %sAm%. 


Ballard* — E.  A.  Ballard,  M.  D..  will  practice  hereafter  at  Natchez, 

Miss. 

CalY6rt« — It  having  been  asserted  that  Dr.  W.  J.  Calvert,  of  Chel- 
sea, Michigan,  is  not  a  properly-educated  Physician,  we  take  pleasure  in 
saying  that  he  attended  two  courses  of  lectures  in  the  Michigan  State 
University,  that  he  afterwards  went  to  New  York  City,  and  graduated 
at  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College,  and  that  he  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Michigan  Homoeopatbic  Institute.  We  understand 
that  he  was  a  Physician  of  the  New  York  City  Homoeopathic  Diepen- 
sary,  while  there,  and  was  very  diligent  in  attendance  upon  the  clinics 
of  Bellevue  and  Blackwell's  Island  Hospitals.  We  think  that  the 
citizens  of  Chelsea  will  find  that  he  is  a  duly  qualified  practitioner. 

Dr6SS6r» — B.  L.  Dresser,  M.  D.,  sends  us  a  very  fine  re-proving 
of  Eupatorium  purpureum.  We  shall  take  much  pleasure  in  having 
prepared  for  him  a  presentation  copy  of  the  new  edition  of  "  New 
Remedies,*' 

DllBIlt — Dr.  Homer  Dunn  has  removed  to  South  Haven,  Mich. 

Dunham* — Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  has  been  to  Cuba,  which  will 
account  for  delay  in  publication  of  the  Review. 

Franklin* — Prof.  Franklin,  of  St.  Louis  Homoeopathic  College, 
expects  to  complete  the  1st  volume  of  his  Surgery  by  1st  of  August. 
It  will  be  a  very  comprehensive  and  valuable  work. 
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Hooper* — Joseph  Hooper,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  Professor 
of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  College. 
We  congratulate  the  College  on  the  acquisition  of  one  who  will  reflect 
honor  upon  the  position. 

Manwaring* — Dr.  J.  M.  Manwaring  will  locate  at  South  Bend, 
Indiana. 

Mayer* — Dr,  Martin  Mayer  has  opened  a  free  Homoeopathic  Dis- 
pensitory  at  95  Shawnee  Street,  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

NichoL — Thomas  Nichol,  M.  D.,  will  receive  a  presentation  copy 
of  the  *'  New  Remedies^**  and  a  set  of  the  medicines  complete,  as  a 
small  return  for  his  contributions — ^provings  of  Dioscorea,  Asclepias 
tuberosa,  etc. 

— The  children  of  our  friend  and  correspondent.  Dr.  Thomas 
Nichol,  have  both  had  diphtheria  in  its  most  malignant  form  They 
are  now  convalescent. 

Palmer* — Dr.  George  Palmer  returns  to  St.  Clair  to  practice. 
The  publication  of  the  newspapers  that  he  had  removed  to  New  York 
City  was  not  authorized. 

Turner* — Our  friend  John  Turner,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  Mil- 
ford.  Mass.,  and  opened  an  office  at  104  Main  Street.  Dr.  Turner 
was  a  successful  practitioner  for  some  thirteen  years  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.„  and  for  some  eight  years  Physician  to  the  Juvenile  House  of 
Industry. 

Whiting* — Dr.  D.  Whiting  has  removed  from  Augusta,  Maine,  to 
595  Tremont  St.,  Boston. 


-»--•- 


fbituattj. 


Bryant.— J.  W.  Bryant,  M.  D.,  died  on  the  13th  January,  1866, 
at  Lapeer,  Lapeer  Co.,  Mich.  He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise, 
aged  only  26  years,  by  birth  a  Canadian,  having  been  born  near  Lon- 
don, at  which  city  he  studied  medicine,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  J. 
Lancaster,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  homoeopathy  in  Canada,  and  now 
Secretary  of  the  Examining  Board  there. 

^  Dr.  Bryant  was  a  true  physician,  a  firm  and  faithful  friend,  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  How  much  we  must  regret  that  one 
so  young  and  of  so  much  promise  should  be  taken  away  from  us. 
While  a  student  he  was  diligent  in  his  studies,  persevering  in  his  en- 
deavors to  acquire  knowledge  and  to  do  good  ;  and  his' gentlemanly  and 
uniformly  kind  manner  won  for  him  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  He  received  his  college  education  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  Cleveland,  graduating  at  the  latter  place  some  two  years  ago, 
when  he  returned  to  Canada  presented  himself  before  the  examining 
board    at    Toronto,   C.   W.,   obtained    his    provincial    license,   ana 
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with  it,  for  bis  ability,  the  congratulations  of  the  President  of  the 
Board.  He  did  not,  however,  long  remain  in  Canada,  but  removed 
to  Michigan,  settling  at  Lapeer,  where  by  his  skill  and  general  amia- 
ble qualities  he  soon  made  for  himself  a  very  extensive  practice. 
Indeed,  so  large  did  it  become,  that  the  exertion  requisite  to  attend 
to  all  his  patients  proved  too  much  for  his  constitution,  and  after  a 
prolonged  fever,  which,  toward  the  termination  of  his  life,  assumed  a 
typhoid  character,  he  died.  Thus  were  the  services  of  an  educated 
young  physician  lost  to  those  who  were  wont  to  rely  on  his  profes- 
sional skill.  His  death,  in  his  immediate  vicinity,  is  like  a  public 
calamity,  much  felt  by  all  who  knew  him.  Those  who  were  his  fel- 
low students,  too,  feel  his  death.  How  hard  it  is  to  realize  that  an 
old  chum  has  passed  away, — one  disappeared  from  the  active  scenes 
of  life,  and  now  sleeping  low  in  the  ground,  the  last  sleep.  Visions  of 
the  past  flit  o'er  us,  and  the  many  interesting  events  and  amusements 
of  office  life  appear  to  us.  And  how  sad  it  seems  to  think  that  one. 
who  participated  in  those  scenes  should  be  gone,  never  to  be  seen 
again, — and  this  is  life. 

His  remains  were  removed  to  London,  where  his  friends  paid  him 
their  last  tribute  of  respect  by  following  his  body  silently  along;  and 
the  cold,  cold  earth  received  his  remains ;  and  mournfully,  withdown- 
cast  heads,  did  they  leave  him  in  his  last  resting  place,  to  sleep  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking. 

St.  Clair,  Michigan.  *     * 

IlIacODlber* — Greorge  Macomber,  M.  D.,  a  much  respected  homoeo- 

Sathic  physician  departed  this  life  January,  2d,  18(56,  at  Melrose^ 
[ass. 


♦  ♦  < 


Do  THE  Physicians   APrREciATE    the    American  Homceopathic 
Observer? — One  Physician  writes: 

*'  I  am  delighted  with  your  "  Observer."  It  certainly,  to  my  mind,  ranks  A,  1, 
in  comparison  with  other  publications.     Success  attend  your  efforts.*' 

Another  :  '*  I  received,  this  morning,  the  *'  Observer,'*  and  have  spent  this  eve- 
ning in  observing  it,  and  the  conclusion  reached  is,  to  forward  you  the  requisite 
two  dollars,  (which  please  find  enclosed,)  that  you  may  regularly  send  it  to 
•*  Yours  in  S.  S.  C.       P.  S— I  'guess  '  you're  a  live  man."  

Another :  *'  I  consider  your  journal  the  most  suggestive  and  practical  one  I 
receive,  especially  in  the  depaUment  of  Materia  Medica,  and  hail  each  recurring 
number  with  satisfaction." 

Another :  **  The  Observer  is  the  most  welcome  visitor  I  have." 

Another:  '*Iam  delighted  with  the  energy  displayed  in  your  Observer,  and 
hope  it  will  infuse  a  progressive  spirit  into  our  whole  school." 

Another  :  "  Fully  appreciating  your  earnestness  in  the  good  cause  of  Homceo- 
pathy,  I  shall  with  pleasure  do  all  I  can  to  help  you  with  your  Observer.'* 

Another :  *'  I  am  pleased  to  see  the  evidences  of  thrift  exhibited  by  the  Janu- 
ary number,  now  before  me  It  promises  (and  has  never  yet  promised  what  it  did 
not  fulfill)  to  gain  the  front  rank  in  the  medical  journalism  of  Homoeopathic  lite- 
rature " 

Another  :  "  I  value  the  Observier.  It  contains  more  practical  information  than 
any  other  monthly." 
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Another::  "  I  cannot  do  without  your  journal.     I  have  often  heen  aided  by  iti 
Taluable  suggestions.     God  speed  you  in  your  good  work." 

Another :  "  I  consider  it  equal  to  any  medical  magazine  published.'' 


WHAT  IS  TOUB  NAME  P 


To  day  sixteen  dollars  is  received  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  without 
letter  or  name.  A  short  time  ago  $20  was  receiv.ed  in  a  letter  with- 
out any  signature.  Two  or  three  numbers  of  the  Observer  are  returned 
"  declined.''  All  right,  though  sorry  you  do  not  value  our  labors. 
We  wish  no  one  to  take  the  Observer  who  is  not  willing  to  pay  for  it, 
but  what  is  your  name  ?     Whose  name  are  we  to  take  off  the  list  ? 


DEFERRED    ARTICLES. 


Dr.  M.  a.  Tinker,  on  "  Apocynum  cannabvium,*' 

Dr.  Blakely,  on  "  Traumatic  gangrene,** 

Dr.  Spinney,  on  **  Ham^melis  in  Dysentery.** 

Prof.  Wilson,  on  "  My  first  steps** 

Dr.  C.  C.  Smith,  on  **  ^ore  breast** 

Dr.  T.  C.  Hunter,  on  "  Diphtheria** 

Dr.  p.  X.  Spranger,  on  '•  Bronchitis.** 

Dr.  Thos.  Nichol,  on  "  Permanganate  of  potashin  diphtheria,*' 

Dr.  Lewis  Dodge,  on  "  CJwlera** 

Dr.  J.  Lester  Keep,  on  '*  Phytolacca  decandra.** 

Dr.  R.  C.  Smedley,  on  "  Staphyloma  purvlenta** 

Db.  J.  H.  Marsden,  on  **  Diphtheria** 

Dr.  J.  C.  Peterson,  on  ^^  Importance  of  'pathological  indicaiions** 

Dr.  H.  Wigand,  "  Cases  from  'practice** 

Dr.  a.  J.  Bellows,  on  '^Scrofula.** 

-S.  A.  Merrell,  M.  D.,  *'  Homoeopathy  and  Allopathy  in  the  cru- 
cible of  facts  and  figures.** 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  "  The  High  Dilution  Theory** 


Reserved  for  Notice  Hereafter. 


"  Suggestions  to  Young  Men  on  the  subject  of  Marriage  and  hints 
to  Young  Ladies,  and  to  Husbands  and  Wives,  by  John  Ellis,  M.D." 

*'  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Bond-st.  Homoeopathic  Dispen- 
sary, by  Otto  Fullgraff,  M.  D." 

"New  Enc^land  Medical  Gazette." 

"  Popular  Homoeopathic  Journal." 

"  Report  on  the  use  of  pressure  in  the  treatment  of  Gonorrhoea! 
and  purulent  opthalmia." 


^miitt  uf  ^Mtint. 


-♦-^ 


For  the  American  Homeopathic  Observer. 


BY   J.  H.  MARSDEN,  M.  D. 


Notwithstanding  the  protean  character  of  this  disease,  the 
majority  of  the  fatal  cases  are,  probably,  the  result  of  asphyxia. 
Copious  deposit  of  false  membrane  at  the  entrance  or  along  the 
course  of  the  air  passages,  aided  occasionally,  at  least,  by  swell- 
ing of  tlie  parts,  obstructs  respiration  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
blood  soon  stagnates  in  its  course  and  becomes  unfit  to  sustain 
the  functions  of  life.  Any  means  therefore,  calculated  to 
relieve  this  condition  -when  it  has  taken  place,  or  what  is  better 
and  probably  more  attainable,  to  prevent  its  occurrence,  possess 
immense  interest. 

Tracheotomy  has  been  proposed  and  practiced  as  a  remedy 
for  the  asphyxia  of  diphtheria.  Kesults,  however,  have  not  liith- 
erto  been  sufiidently  satisfactory  to  lead  us  to  hope  for  much 
from  this  quarter.  Doubtless  the  operation  has  sometimes  been 
followed  by  a  recovery,  and  oftener  by  at  least  temporary 
relief  of  the  distress  arising  from  dyspnoea.  While  not  f  ery 
sanguine  of  any  triumphant  success  over  this  form  and  stage  of 
the  disease,  I  would  offer  some  suggestions,  which,  if  suffi- 
ciently tested,  may,  I  trust,  prove  of  service,  at  least  in  some 
instances.  Several  years  ago  it  occurred  to  me  that  if  we  could 
allow  the  patient  to  inhale  pure  oxygen  gas  instead  of  atmos- 
pheric air,  a  much  smaller  volume  of  the  former  than  of  the 
latter  would  suffice  to  aerate  the  blood  and  keep  it  in  a  suffi- 
ciently normal  condition  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  life.  Thus 
occasional  inhalations  might  answer  for,  and  supply  the  defects 
of  constant  respiration,  postpone  the  fatal  results,  and  increase 
the  chances  for  the  detachment  and  expulsion  of  the  false  mem- 

14  May 
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brane.  I  accordingly  ordered  in  Philadelphia  a  portable  appa- 
ratus for  the  production  of  oxygen  gas,  which  came  to  hand  in 
the  midst  of  an  epidemic  of  this  fatal  malady,  but  when  I  was 
confined  to  my  room  by  sickness.  By  the  time  I  was  able  to 
resimie  my  practice  the  disease  had  principally  disappeared,  and 
I  met  with  no  opportunity  to  test  the  plan  till  last  summer, 
when  another  pretty  extensive  epidemic  occmTed.  I  prevailed 
upon  a  young  lady  whose  dyspnoea  was  veiy  distressing,  partly 
from  membraneous  exudation  and  partly  from  swelling,  to 
inhale  the  oxygen  gas.  She  found  the  inhalation  very  fatiguing, 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  tlie  aperture  of  the  mouth-piece  of 
the  apparatus,  and  being  very  weak,  declined  a  repetition.  Her 
residence,  moreover,  was  too  distant  from  mine  to  repeat  the 
operation  with  sufficient  frequency  to  answer  any  valuable  pur- 
pose, but  from  the  immediate  effects  of  the  oxygen  in  this  experi- 
ment, in  increasing  the  volume  and  strength  of  the  pulse,  I  still 
entertain  the  hope  that  a  more  diligent  use  of  this  means  might 
not  be  unavailing. 

Shortly  after  this  trial  with  oxygen  gas,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  the  protoxide  of  nitrogen,  or  nitrous  oxide  gas,  might 
answer  a  still  better  purpose.  I  will  not  here  stop  to  state  tlie 
theoretical  grounds  upon  which  this  expectation  is  founded,  but 
would  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend  to  my  pro- 
fessional brethren  a  trial  of  this  agent  when  a  suitable  opportu- 
nity may  offer. 

But  if  those  cases  in  which  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing 
from  membraneous  exudation  has  already  occurred  before  we 
are  called  in,  afford  but  little  prospect  of  relief,  we  may,  I 
think,  when  early  consulted,  so  modify  the  cause  of  the  disease 
by  appropriate  treatment,  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  our 
patients,  as  to  prevent  the  supervention  of  that  perilous  and 
generally  fatal  condition.  And  here  I  need  not  repeat  the 
remedies  which  are  laid  down  in  the  books,  and  generally  in 
articles  written  upon  this  disease.  "\^Tiere  indicated  they  are, 
many  of  them  at  least,  very  valuable.  This  may  perhaps  be 
especially  said  of  Bromine.  But  I  desire  to  direct  attention  to 
one  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  not  as  yet  been  generally 
used. 
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Early  in  January,  1864,  while  reading  an  article  in  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences^  by  Prof.  Jackson  of 
Philadelphia,  upon  the  permanganate  of  potassa,  which  he 
sti^ongly  recommends  as  a  remedy  for  hospital  gangrene,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  this  agent  might  prove  valuable  in  some 
cases  of  diphtheria.  {American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences^ 
January,  1864,  p.  98.)  Dr.  Jackson  tells  us  that  whilst  looking 
over  Bouchardat's  Annuaire  d(  Therapeutique^  ^c,  for  1864,  he 
met  with  the  statement,  "  L'  eau  ozonisee  anglaise  est  une  disso- 
lution de  permanganate  de  potassa  2  eau  1000,"  p.  95, — (that 
the  ozonized  water  of  the  English  is  a  solution  of  the  perman- 
ganate of  potassa  in  proportion  of  2  parts  to  1000  of  water.) 

I  immediately  resolved  to  try  this  agent  in  the  first  case  of 
diphtheria  I  should  meet  with,  where,  according  to  my  concep- 
tion of  its  properties,  I  thought  it  applicable.  The  disease 
had,  however,  entirely  disappeared,  and  no  case  fell  into  my 
hands  imtil  Sept.  16th,  1864.  Tliis,  when  first  seen,  was  highly 
asphyxiated,  having  commenced  several  days  before  I  was  called 
in.  Patients  in  the  condition  in  which  I  found  this  one  usually 
die  in  24  or  48  hours.  Having  expressed  a  very  unfavorable 
prognosis  I  exhibited  the  permanganate  in  solution  of  a  strength 
nearly  that  above  indicated.  The  patient,  a  stout  boy  of  12 
years,  lived,  to  my  surprise,  nearly  a  week,  but  finally  succum- 
bed. I  should  say  that  proto-iodide  of  Mercury  was  given 
alternately  with  the  permanganate  solution.  I  think  no  other 
opportunity  occurred  of  trying  the  permanganate  till  in  the 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for 
January,  1765,  (one  year  after  the  publication  of  Dr.  Jackson's 
article,)  I  met  with  a  communication  by  Dr.  Louis  Mackall,  Jr., 
M.  D.,  Germantown,  D.  C,  in  which,  after  lamenting  his  ill 
success  with  and  loss  of  faith  in  all  (allopathic)  remedies,  he 
says  :  "  On  reading  in  the  January  number  of  the  American 
Journal  an  article  by  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  on  the  therapeutical 
application  of  a  solution  of  the  permanganate  of  potash,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  this  agent  might  be  beneficial  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria."  I  would  here  remark  that  Dr.  Jackson 
says  nothing  of  its  application  to  diphtheria.  After  detailing 
a  case  successfully  treated  with  the  permanganate  alone  having 
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first  made  an  unsuccessfdl  trial  of  chlorate  of  potash  and  tinc- 
ture of  iron,  Dr.  Mackall  proceeds :  "  Since  then  I  have 
treated  all  the  cases  of  diphtheria  (some  fourteen  or  fifteen) 
which  I  have  seen,  with  this  agent,  and  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced with  every  case,  that  we  have  in  the  permanganate  a 
most  valuable  remedy.  Such  is  my  faith  in  its  powers  to 
arrest  the  extension  of  the  pseudo-membraneous  formation  and 
to  remove  it  when  formed,  that  I  now  feel  little  apprehension 
in  any  case,  if  called  to  see  the  patient  before  the  disease  has 
extended  to  the  larynx,  or  paralysis  has  occurred."  This 
article  is  dated  October  22d,  1866.  Dr.  Mackall  and  myself, 
therefore,  seem  to  have  tried  this  remedy  nearly  simultaneously, 
and  each  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other's  having  done  so. 
Since  reading  Dr.  M.'s  article,  I  have  used  the  remedy  pretty 
eirtensively,  and  very  generally  with  satisfactory  results.  In 
many  cases,  where  there  was  much  chilliness  and  fever,  aching 
of  the  limbs,  back  and  head,  I  have  alternated  it  with  Phyto- 
lacca decandra^  on  excellent  remedy.  Cases  thus  treated  I 
have  found  very  generally  made  good  recoveries ;  in  fact,  I  do 
not  remember  one  that  died  from  extension  of  false  membrane 
within  the  air  passages  when  thus  timely  treated. 

Whether  ozone,  developed  in  the  solution  of  the  permanga- 
nate, and  doubtless  the  medicinal  agent,  is  homoeopathic  to  diph- 
theria or  not  I  am  not  prepared  to  decide.  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  however,  that  a  thorough  proving  would  demonstrate  it 
to  be  so.  It  is  said,  upon  good  authority,  that  when  super- 
abounding  in  the  atmosphere,  it  irritates  the  air  passages,  is  the 
cause  of  acute  bronchitis,  increases  the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the 
blood,  &c.  From  careful  observation  in  the  use  of  the  per- 
manganate in  a  very  considerable  number  of  cases,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  it  exerts  a  very  salutary  agency  in  arresting  the 
deposit  of  false  membrane ;  that  it  is  a  good  topical  application 
to  the  throat,  and  in  cases  where  the  schneiderian  membrane  is 
much  affected,  discharging  a  corrosive  ichor,  if  snuffed  up  the 
nose,  (I  mean  the  solution,)  it  will  often  act  like  a  charm. 
Without  recommending  its  indiscriminate  employment  in  all 
cases  of  diphtheria,  I  would  especially  advise  at  least  its  alter- 


AMERICAN  HOMOSOPATHIC.  OBSERYER.  205 

nate  use  from  the   earliest   stage  of  the   disease,    even  when 
another  remedy  seems  to  be  strongly  indicated. 

Finally,  I  would  suggest,  whether  in  cases  in  which  there 
seems  to  be  a  disposition  to  copious  exudation,  the  free  use  of 
ammonia  might  not  be  found  an  efficient  means  in  preventing  the 
formation  of  false  membrane.  The  well-known  power  of  amo- 
nia  to  modify  the  coagulability  of  the  blood,  or  rather  of  the 
albumen  it  contains,  would,  I  think,  justify  us  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  some  advantage  from  its  employment.  Perhaps  the 
acetate  of  ammonia  would  be  as  suitable  a  form  as  any  in  which 
it  could  be  exhibited.  If  it  be  objected  that  this  would  not  be 
a  homoeopathic  application  of  the  remedy,  we  reply  that  a  con- 
scientious physicians  we  are  bound  to  use  physiological  reme- 
dies and  adjuvants,  not  interfering  with  rational  treatment, 
when  such  afford  any  reasonable  prospect  of  warding  off  death, 
till  medicines  scientifically  selected  have  time  to  exert  their 
radically  curative  action. 


Thomas  Nichol,  M.  D.,  of  Belleville,  C.  W.,  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing items  in  relation  to  the  use  of  Permanganate  of  Potash 
in  Diphtheria : 

"  Having  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  above  men- 
tioned disease,  and  having  tried  in  turn  all  the  local  applica- 
tions that  have  been  recommended,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  profession  to  the  permanganate  of  potash,  used  as  a 
local  application.  I  have  found  it  principally  indicated  when 
underneath  a  fetid  scab-like  membrane  there  was  considerable 
erosion  of  the  mucous  membrane.  It  is  not  indicated  in  the 
tenacious  ^^  kid-leather'^  membrane,  and  is  perfectly  useless 
against  it,  and  it  is  of  no  avail  where  laryngeal  symptoms  set 
in.  I  recommend  it  to  be  used  by  dissolving  five  grains  of  the 
1st  dec.  trit.  in  an  ounce  of  water. " 

The  above  was  received  some  months  since.    Under  date  of  March 
21st,  1866,  the  Doctor  writes  : 

"  Within  the  past  four  weeks  I  have  had  fourteen  cases  of 
diphtheria,  five  of  them  with  the  much  dreaded  laryngeal  com- 
plication.    No  deaths  /" 
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Por  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


BY   T.    C.   HUNTER,   M.    D. 


I  wish  to  enquire  through  the  Observer  whether  there  is  any 
remedy  known  for  diphtheria  when^the  membraneous  deposit 
appears  in  the  nasal  passages  ?  I  have  had  three  cases  of  that 
kind.  Two  of  them  in  March,.  1861,  and  the  third  in  Novem- 
ber, 1865.  All  died.  The  first  case  was  sick  only  four  days. 
The  deposit  in  the  nose  was  first  seen  eighteen  hours  before 
death.  Previous  to  that  time  I  had  treated  the  patient,  a  little 
boy  of  four  years  for  worms ;  I  had  given  Q-eUeminum  and 
Santonine,  which  had  caused  the  discharge  of  lumbrici.  For 
the  diphtheria  I  gave  him  Merc,  bin,  M  dec.  and  Kali  bic.  let 
dec.^  with  a  saturated  solution  of  Kali  chloriciim  as  a  gargle. 
For  four  or  five  hours  before  death  he  suffered  extremely  from 
dyspnoea,  his  face  was  a  dark  purple.  An  hour  before  death 
his  breathing  became  easier,  his  face  assumed  a  healthy  color, 
and  twenty  seconds  before  he  died  I  told  his  parents  I  thought 
he  was  out  of  immediate  danger ;  his  mother  left  the  room  to 
attend  to  some  household  duties,  when,  just  as  she  closed  the 
door,  he  suddenly  turned  over  and  instantly  died.  Was  there 
diphtheritic  deposit  in  the  heart  ? 

The  second  case  was  a  sister  of  the  above,  taken  the  day 
after  the  funeral ;  lived  twelve  days.  The  deposit  made  its 
appearance  in  the  nasal  passages  after  three  or  four  days,  accom- 
panied with  a  very  irritating  discharge.  The  disease  mani- 
fested itself  in  paroxysms  of  two  or  three  hours  duration,  about 
twice  a  day,  at  irregular  intervals,  during  which  the  tongue 
would  look  dark  and  bloody,  with  fetid  smell,  and  all  the  worst 
symptoms  of  this  terrible  disease.  After  a  while  the  storm 
would  clear  away  and  there  would  be  an  interval  of  a  few 
hours,  during  which,  if  a  physician  had  seen  her  for  the  first 
time  he  would  have  said  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  her 
unless  it  might  be  a  cold.  She  died  in  one  of  these  paroxysms, 
being  no  worse,  apparently,  six  hours  before  death  than  a  week 
before. 
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Both  of  the  above  cases  were  treated  with  the  same  reme- 
dies, and  in  neither  was  there  any  diphtheritic  deposit  on  the 
tonsils  or  about  the  fauces. 

The  last  case  I  had,  commenced  with  a  small  patch  of  mem- 
brane on  the  back  part  of  both  tonsils.  The  case  seemed  to 
progress  favorably  for  about  a  week,  when  the  irritating  dis- 
charge from  the  nose  commenced ;  after  that  medicines  seemed 
to  have  but  little  eflfect.  About  thirty-six  hours  before  death 
a  violent  haemorrhage  from  the  nose  set  in  and  continued  for 
about  six  hours,  prostrating  the  patient  very  much.  A  large 
clot  filled  the  nostril  and  remained  until  removed  by  the  attend- 
ants after  death,  who  drew  away  a  string  of  bloody  membrane- 
ous matter  three  inches  long,  and  then  cut  it  off  with  the 
scissors.  This  case  had  tertian  intermittent  during  her  whole 
illness.  She  received  MercuriuB  hiniodatus  2,  Kali  hicJiromicum 
1,  Phytolacca  tinct.^  Kali  chloricum^  Arsenicum  2,  Hamamelis 
tincture.^  &c. 

Has  any  one  had  similar  cases  ?  I  have  seen  none  reported. 
Is  there  any  remedy  capable  of  producing  a  membraneous 
deposit  in  the  nasal  passages  ? 

The  remedies  above  named  have  been  entirely  sufficient  in 
other  cases  in  my  hands.  Diphtheria  is  doubtless  a  constitu- 
tional disease,  but  it  requires  remedies  suited  to  its  local 
manifestations. 

There  is  a  great  amount  of  diphtheria  (so  called  by  the  reg- 
ulars,) in  this  region,  which  is  readily  curedvnth.  Mer.protoiod. 
or  iniod.  and  Belladonna  or  Apis,  mel.;  indeed,  I  think  they 
will  cure  nine-tenths  of  the  sore  throats  we  find.  I  cured  a 
case  of  burning  sore  throat,  accompanied  with  an  incessant 
hacking  cough,  by  a  single  dose  of  Phytolacca  tinct  Upon 
examination  there  was  nothing  abnormal  to  be  seen.  The 
lady  described  the  sensation  experienced  on  taking  the  medi- 
cine as  that  of  a  lump  of  ice  passing  down  and  putting  out 
the  fire. 


A  friend  writes :  "  Without  boasting,  I  will  heye  state  that 
I  have  enjoyed  great  success  in  curing  diphtheria,  not  losing 
to  exceed  2  per  cent,  but  I  exceedingly  regret  to  say  that  very 
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lately  my  success  has  not  been  as  good  as  formerly,  having  lost 
three  cases.  '  In  all  three  cases  there  were  laryngeal  symp- 
toms and  the  false  membrane  in  two  of  them  covered  the  entire 
inner  mouth  and  throat.  The  mouths,  and  throats  looked  as 
though  they  were  covered  with  plaster  of  paris.  I  used  Biniod. 
Mer.^  but  without  effect,  then  I  tried  Protoiodide,  then  Phytolacca 
dec.,,  then  Kali  JicA.,  and  Caustic  Ammonia^  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. In  all  preceding  instances  I  have  been  able  to  control  those 
cases  where  croupy  cough  had  set  in  with  Kali  bichrom.  and 
Caustic  Ammonia^  but  not  so  in  these  cases.  Can  you  suggest 
anything  by  way  of  improvement  ? 


For  the  American  Homceopathie  Obserrer. 
SCBOFULA. 


BY  A.  J.  BELLOWS,  M.  D. 


This  term,  literally  translated  from  the  Greek,  means  swine 
swelling,  and  originated  in  the  fact  that  swine  are  subject  to 
indolent  tuberculous  nodes  in  the  liver,  lungs,[mesentery  and 
sometimes  in  the  adipose  tissues.  The  term  is  applied  by  the 
best  nosologists  to  forms  of  disease  wliich  consist  in,  or  are 
accompanied  by,  enlargement  and  imperfect  action  of  the 
absorbent  glands,  which  are  consequently  indolent  or  slow  to 
suppurate  and  slow  to  heal.  Under  this  term,  therefore,  are 
included  some  of  our  gravest  and  most  fatal  diseases.  Phthisis 
Pulmonalis,  Tabes  mesenterica,  Glandular  tumors,  &c.,  which 
constitute  a  family  of  diseases  sufficiently  distinct  for  all  prac- 
tical, or  scientific  purposes. 

All  nosological  rules,  are  set  aside,  therefore,  when  we  include 
in  the  term  scrofula,  diseases  which  have  none  of  the  above 
characteristics,  as  Necrosis,  Psoriasis,  and  even  Syphilis,  &c., 
some  of  which,  indeed,  have  characteristics  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, so  as  to  form  a  distinct  class.  And  yet  some  of  our 
scientific  practitioners  seem  to  think  the  term  scrofula  a  kind 
of  onmibus  into  which  to  take  everything  not  otherwise  con- 
veniently disposed  of.  Some  of  these  diseases  may  induce 
derangement  of  the  absorbent  vessels  and  glands,  but  they  seem 
to  do  it  by  their  specific  poison,  while  in  scrofula  the  glandular 
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system  seems  to  be  the  primary  seat  of  disease.  It  seems  to 
have  its  origin  either  in  the  direct  effect  of  carbonic  acid  or  in 
the  absence  of  oxygen.  This,  I  think,  can  be  demonstrated  by 
many  facts.  In  a  scientific  jom*nal  published  in  London  now, 
about  30  'years  ago  I  remember  seeing  a  statement  which  made 
an  impression  so  strong  that  every  particular  is  still  in  my 
mind.  The  subject  of  ventilation  was  just  then  attracting 
attention.  Before  that  time  in  England  and  this  country  the 
only  question  being  how  to  keep  warm,  and  not  a  thought 
bestowed  on  the  quality  of  the  air  to  be  breathed ;  and  even 
scientific  men,  as  they  do  still  in  more  northern  countries,  were 
content  to  breathe  the  vilest  air  if  they  but  have  it  warm.  But 
in  London  in  1830,  some  scientific  men  began  to  suspect  that 
air  with  its  natural  proportions  of  oxygen  was  better  than  when 
carbonic  acid  gas  was  substituted  for  oxygen,  and  they  insti- 
tuted a  new  system  of  ventilation  in  the  Foundling  Hospital, 
and  also  in  the  Zoological  Gardens  of  that  city.  The  result 
was  astonishing.  In  two  years  the  average  length  of  life  of 
infants  had  increased  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  the  length 
of  life  of  monkeys  had  increased  in  just  about  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  what  is  remarkable,  and  the  point  for  which  I 
have  referred  to  this  case,  both  infants  and  monkeys  in  these 
institutions  had  died  mostly  of  scrofulous  diseases,  especially 
of  tuberculosis,  both  pulmonary  and  mesenteric,  which  seems 
to  prove  my  position  that  the  disease  is  induced  either  by  the 
direct  influence  of  carbonic  acid  gas  or  the  absence  of  oxygen. 
There  may  be  other  existing  causes  of  scrofula  beside  the  want 
of  pure  air ;  but  Dr.  Bowditch  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, I  think  we  shall  find  the  influence  of  soil  has  very  little  to 
.  do  with  it.  Neither  is  it  on  account  of  temperature  that  more 
die  of  consumption  in  northern  than  southern  climates,  but 
because  in  trying  to  keep  warm  the  people  of  northern  cli- 
mates neglect  to  ventilate  their  rooms.  Other  facts  also  seem 
to  indicate  that  scrofiila  is  induced  by  want  of  proper  oxida- 
tion of  the  blood.  Scrofulous  patients  have  generally  imper- 
fectly developed  lungs,  and  the  parts  of  the  lungs  which  are 
first  affected  in  tuberculosis  are  generally  those  in  which  the 
air  has  imperfect  access*    It  is  no  argument  against  this  theory 
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that  scrofula  is  inherited.  Narrow  chests  are  inherited,  and 
indeed,  every  deformity  and  every  disease,  and  even  our  men- 
tal and  physical  habits,  are  inherited,  as  we  shall  see.  Brown 
Sequard,  in  a  very  interesting  lecture  on  Epilepsy,  &c.,  men- 
tioned a  fact  which  illustrates  this  subject. 

While  in  the  hospital  in  London  for  the  treatment  of  epi- 
lepsy, he  experimented  on  different  animals  with  a  view  to 
determine  the  cause  of  that  disease,  and  he  found  that  on 
many  animals  he  could  always  induce  epilepsy  by  irritating 
the  spinal  marrow  at  the  base  of  the  skull.  These  animals 
would  afterwards  be  subject  to  epilepsy,  and  the  guinea  pig, 
which  was  never  known  to  have  that  disease  except  after  such 
an  operation,  would  not  only  have  it  afterwards  but  their 
offspring  would  also  have  epilepsy,  showing  that  a  disease 
could  be  inherited  that  was  induced  by  accident  or  injury.  I 
know  two  children  in  whom  the  first  joint  of  the  little  finger 
on  the  left  hand  stands  at  right  angles  with  the  other  joints. 
Their  father  when  young  had  a  little  finger  of  the  same  hand 
put  out  of  joint  and  it  was  never  set.  I  knew,  also,  a  young 
lady  who,  when  particulai'ly  interested  in  anything,  looks  at  it 
askant,  and  this  was  a  peculiarity  of  her  mother  whom  she 
never  saw  after  she  was  six  weeks  old.  I  knew,  also,  a  young 
man  whose  father  died  when  he  was  an  infant,  who  always 
reminds  his  friends  of  his  father  by  a  peculiar  shrug  of  the 
shoulders  and  a  peculiar  gait.  Not  only  scrofula,  but  every 
thing  else,  therefore,  can  be  inherited. 

We  all  know  that  the  treatment  of  scrofulous  diseases  with- 
out pure  air  is  perfectly  useless,  and  I  give  my  consumptive 
patients  pure  cold  air  in  the  coldest  winter  days,  and  they  find 
it  not  only  a  luxury  but  a  great  benefit.  I  cover  them  up  in 
bed  aU  but  the  nose  and  then  open  the  windows.  They  are 
refreshed  by  an  atmosphere  in  the  lungs  that  would  give  pain 
to  the  skin.  But  something  beside  pure  air  is  necessary  to 
cure  consiunption  when  once  fairly  established.  And  what  is 
to  guide  MB  in  the  selection  of  remedies  ?  We  have  some  med- 
icines, like  the  iodides  and  mercurial^,  which  have  a  general 
effect  on  the  glandular  system,  and  perhaps  some  which  have  a 
specific  effect  on  particular  glands,   but  something  is  wanted 


AMERICAN  HOMCEOPATHIC   OBSERVER.         211 

t 

besides  what  has  yet  been  discovered  to  cure  tuberculosis,  either 
mesenteric  or  pulmonary.  We  must  look  for  them  in  new 
provings,  but  some  hints  may  be  useful  in  directing  minds  to 
medicines  likely  to  prove  successful. 

I  have  seen  some  fragmentary  provings  of  Fluoric  acid 
and  its  compoimds  which  indicate  a  marked  influence  on 
scrofulous  diseases.  Dr.  A.  J.  Murch  reports  in  the  Ameri- 
can ITomoeopathic  Observer  that  having  tried  Flouride  of 
Calcium  on  a  dog,  and  getting  glandular  swellings,  he 
tried  it  himself  and  got  some  marked  symptoms.  Dr.  Murch 
got  swelling  of  the  glands,  an  ulcer  behind  the  ear  and  great 
oppression  for  breath,  so  that,  having  weak  lungs,  he  dared  not 
pursue  the  provings.  These  facts  induced  me  to  inquire 
whether  regions  of  country  in  which  scrofulous  diseases  prevail 
are  not  also  regions  w:here  fluoric  compounds  abound,  and  in 
ihe  American  Encyclopcedia  I  find  this  remarkable  confirmation 
of  my  suspicion.  The  only  place  in  the  world  where  fluor 
spar  is  found  in  sufficient  quantities  and  perfection  to  be 
wrought  into  ornaments,  such  as  vases,  basins,  obelisks,  &c.,  is 
Derbyshire,  England,  and,  according  to  Webster,  it  is  called 
Derbyshire  spar,  on  account  of  its  prevalence  there.  Now  all 
of  us  who  are  acquainted  with  old  medical  books  know  that 
goitre,  cretinism  and  other  forms  of  scrofula  of  the  neck  consti- 
tute what  are  called  Derbyshire  neck,  because  of  its  prevalence 
in  Derbyshire.  Put  the  three  facts  together  that  Fluor  spar 
which  is  very  soluble  in  water,  and  of  course  impregnates  all 
the  springs  in  that  region,  abounds  in  Derbyshire  as  it  abounds 
no  where  else,  and  that  scrofulous  diseases  abound  there  as  they 
abound  no  where  else,  and  that  without  a  knowledge  of  these 
facts,  provings  are  stated  to  indicate  fluor  spar  to  be  homoeo 
jpathic  to  scrofulous  diseases,  and  we  have  not  only  a  beautifiil 
coiToboration  of  the  truth  of  homoeopathy,  but  some  valuable 
hints  respecting  the  value  of  fluoric  acid  and  its  compounds. 

Another  remedy,  which  is  partially  proved  in  Hale's  "  New 
Remedies,"  is  Phytolacca  decandra^  which  gives  promise  of  use- 
fulness in  glandular  diseases,  especially  those  accompanied  with 
emaciation.  It  is  stated  as  a  well  established  fact  that  pigeons 
and  partridges,  while  living  on  tMb  Poke  Berry,  as  they  do  at 
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certain  seasons  of  the  year,  lose  all  their  adipose  substance. 
Dr.  Burt,  while  proving  the  article,  had  swelled  glands  and  a 
suppurating  tumor,  and  many  other  symptoms  which  indicate 
that  this  may  also  be  a  valuable  medicine  in  scrofulous  diseases. 
In  that  stage  of  tuberculosis  in  which  there  is  emaciation  I 
have  used  it  with  considerable  satisfaction,  and  in  another  form 
of  scrofula  I  have  seen  a  marvelous  effect  of  this  remedy.  In 
a  case  of  what  the  allopathists  call  leucothemia,  consisting  of 
an  enlargement  of  the  absorbent  glands,  forming  a  distinct 
tumor  sometimes  of  enormous  size,  and  which  is  described  in  a 
pamphlet  recently  published,  and  considered  incurable,  I  have 
seen  a  perfect  cure.  Miss  Y.,  aged  about  22  years,  of  light 
complexion,  had  from  the  age  of  puberty  a  swelling  on  each 
side  of  the  neck,  involving  the  thyroid  gland,  but  largest  on 
the  left  side  and  extending  up  almost  to  the  parotid  gland.  It 
had  increased  at  j&rst  very  slowly,  but  for  the  last  year  had 
increased  very  perceptibly  and  had  become  quite  a  deformity. 
It  seemed  to  consist  of  a  cluster  of  enlarged  absorbents,  and 
felt  like  a  bag  of  soft  peas  that  would  slide  on  each  other  under 
pressure.  My  attention  was  called  to  it  in  November,  1863, 
and  I  treated  it  with  Iodide  of  Mercury  in  alternation  with 
Phytolacca,  taking  five  globules  of  one  every  third  night  for 
two  weeks,  and  then  the  other.  After  two  months  absorption 
perceptibly  commenced,  at  first  very  slowly,  but  after  a  few 
weeks,  with  the  addition  of  gentle  frictions  pressure,  it  decreased 
more  rapidly,  till  at  the  end  of  about  nine  months  it  had  entirely 
disappeared.  Another  case,  of  a  gentleman  about  fifty  years 
old,  who  had  had  a  tumor  on  his  forehead  as  long  as  he  could 
remember.  It  gave  him  great  trouble  on  account  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  hat,  and  he  had  tried  many  means  of  cure  and  con- 
sulted many  doctors.  It  was  an  indolent  tumor  of  dark  color, 
and  sometimes  almost  black,  and  resembled  nsevus  matemi. 
For  the  last  few  years  it  had  greatly  increased  in  size,  till  it 
might  have  been  of  the  size  of  half  a  hen's  egg.  I  treated  it 
for  six  months  without  effect,  with  Thuya,  externally  and  inter- 
nally. He  was  then  leaving  for  the  country,  and  I  advised  him 
to  use  the  berries  of  Poke.  Meeting  him  a  year  afterwards 
I  found  the  tumor  gone,  and  learned  that  he  ate  three  or  four 
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berries  every  day  for  a  few  weeks,  and  finding  the  tumor  dimin- 
ishing, omitted  the  berries,  but  the  absorption  continued,  till 
after  three  or  four  months,  it  disappearad. 

In  scrofulous  diseases  accompanied  by  emaciation,  beside  pure 
air  and  appropriate  homoeopathic  remedies,  something  may  also 
be  done  by  selecting  articles  of  food  that  are  easily  assimilated 
and  that  are  very  nutritious.     Of  this  kind  of  food  that  article 
is  undoubtedly  best  which  can  be  taken  with  the  best  relish. 
You  may  fatten  a  child  with  cod-hver  oil,  as  you  can  a  turkey 
by  stuffing  with  hot  dough,  but  I  prefer  fat  produced  in  a  nat- 
ural way,    and  therefore  give,    instead  of  cod-liver  oil,   good 
sweet  butter,  which  I  find  much  more  popular  and  more  effica- 
cious.    I  have  now  a  patient,  the  last  of  five  sisters  who  have 
died  of  consumption,  whose  lungs  were  ulcerated  last  Septem- 
ber.    In  November  she  was  very  perceptibly  emaciated,  and 
she  was  evidently  going  down  rapidly.     She  was  put  on  Phyto- 
lacca with  fresh  cold  air,  after  the  manner  before  indicated,  and 
the   sweetest  and  most  fatty  diet  that  could  be  taken  with  a 
relish,    and  this  she   has   continued  all  winter,  eating  fat  fried 
pork  and  fat  beef,  with  good  sweet  butter  in  abundance,  taking 
the  air  all  winter  into  the  lungs  fresh  from  out  of  doors,  even 
though  the  thermometer  was  down  to  zero  ;    and  she  is  now 
much  more  fleshy  than  in  December,  and  has  more  physical 
energy,  but  still  coughs  and  raises  pus,  though  much  less  than 
in  the  fall.     I  have  also  seen  another  and  quite  different  illus- 
tration of  the  effects  of  butter.     One  year  ago  a  lady  suggested 
to  me  that  both  she  and  her  husband  had  attained  a  rotundity 
that  somewhat  interfered  with  tying   shoe  strings,    &c.,    and 
asked  if  anything  could  be  done.     I  advised  the  experiment  of 
abstaining  from  butter.     They   took  my  advice  and  made  no 
other  change  of  diet,  eating  cheese  instead  of  butter.     In  six 
.  months  the  husband  weighed  20  lbs.  less  and  the  wife  15  lbs. 
less.     Being  satisfied  with  their  present  weight,  they  now  occa- 
sionally eat  butter,  and  can  regulate  their  weight  as  they  please 
by  eating  more  or  less. 

These  fragmentary  hints,  though  valueless  in  themselves,  if 
they  may  but  elicit  some  further  investigation  of  the  important 
subject  of  scrofula,  and  some  provings  which  may  bring  out  a 
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specific  for  tliis  terrible  scourge  to  our  race,  will  be  of  inestim- 
able value  to  the  world,  and  illustrate  the  fact  that  very  import- 
ant developments  are  sometimes  elaborated  from  very  crude 
suggestions. 


For  tl^e  American  HomcBopatliic  Observer. 

haMamelis  in  dtsentebt. 


BY  A.  B.  SPINNEY,  M.  D. 


I  would  not  cumber  your  useful  journal  with  uninteresting  or 
unimportant  matter,  but  to  me,  perhaps  not  so  to  all  homoeopathic 
physicians,  there  is  a  a  power  and  efficaciousness  in  our  **  New  Rem- 
edies" that  has  led  me  to  rely  upon  them  as  firmly  as  the  old  school 
have  clung  to  calomel  and  the  lancet.  Each  day  of  my  practice 
adds  some  new  testimony  or  trophy  in  favor  of  some  one  or  more 
remedy.  I  would  not  encourage  or  in  any  way  influence  any  one  to 
make  our  "  New  Remedies**  a  hobby.  But  all  I  ask  or  wish  is,  give 
them  equal  thought,  study  and  trial  with  our  old  and  long  tried  ones, 
and  then  let  your  own  unbiased  judgment  be  your  guide.  Let  not 
prejudice,  or  that  respect  and  reverence  which  every  homoeopathic 
physician  owes  to  the  name  of  Hahnemann,  deter  him  from  what 
seems  his  duty,  or  hamper  his  judgment,  or  confine  him  upon  the 
same  beaten  track.  But  let  the  unexplored  fields  of  our  own  indi- 
genous Materia  Medica  be  thoroughly,  cautiously  and  manfully  can- 
vassed, both  symptomatically  and  clinically,  that  we  may  all,  if  naught 
more,  become  lesser  lights  in  the  great  Hahnemannian  constellation. 

To  night,  as  I  road,  in  your  January  number,  of  the  use  of  Hama- 
melis  in  Dysentery,  it  brought  to  my  mind  some  items  of  experience 
with  that  disease  two  years  ago,  when  it  prevailed  here  as  an  epi- 
demic to  an  alarming  extent.  The  allopathic  physicians  were  losing 
a  large  number  of  patients,  and  I  had  lost  some  two  or  three  ;  others 
seemed  to  be  nearly  hopeless,  and  among  over  twenty  patients  that  I 
had  visited  during  the  day  of  which  I  speak,  one,  Mr.  G.,  I  consid- 
ered the  worst  of  any.  He  had  been  sick  four  days ;  was  taken 
violently  at  first,  had  suffered  extremely  from  cutting,  sharp,  cramp- 
ing pain  in  the  colon  and  rectum,  with  extreme  tenesmus,  very  copi- 
ous, frequent  and  bloody  passages.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  given  Acori' 
ite^  Colocynth,  Nux  Vomica,  Mercurius  corrros.  and  Mercuriics  solu- 
bidis  and  Arsenicum,  At  this  visit  I  found  him  rapidly  sinking,  pulse 
130,  wiry  and  intermittent;  burning  thirst,  and  great  restlessness. 
No  refreshing  slumber  for  nearly  48  hours.     The  sphincter  ani  was 
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completely  relaxed  for  several  inches  ;  blood  and  mucas  constantly 
discharging  from  the  rectum.  Seeing  that  death  would  soon  take 
place  from  loss  of  blood  and  prostration  of  the  nervous  system,  I 
gave  Hamamelis  and  Arsenicum  xJir  alternate  hours.  Prepared  the 
Hamamelis  by  putting  20  drops  into  two-thirds  of  a  tumbler  of 
water,  teaspoonful  doses,  and  gave  a  free  injection  (with  Davidson's 
rubber  syringe)  of  an  infusion  of  Hamamelis  bark  and  leaves,  which 
passed  oflF  soon  after  with  a  sensation  of  relief,  so  much  so  that  he 
slept  quietly,  except  when  interrupted;  for  three  hours.  Continued 
the  injection  with  a  small  two  ounce  syringe  after  each  passage,  vary- 
ing the  quantity  injected  according  to  the  irritability  of  the  rectum 
and  its  power  to  retain  the  injection.  So  powerful  and  magical  was 
its  effects  that  the  first  injection  produced  contraction  of  the  rectum 
and  I  was  only  obliged  to  use  three  free  injections  and  ten  small  ones 
during  the  next  twenty- four  hours.  At  which  time  I  gave  China  in 
place  of  Ars.y  and  by  the  use  of  two  or  three  injections  daily,  and  the 
proper  remedies,  Mr.  G.  was  soon  out  of  danger,  and  convalescent  in 
five  or  six  days. 

Since  that  time  I  think  I  can  safely  say  I  have  treated  more  than 
200  cases  of  dysentery,  with  a  loss  of  only  one  patient.  And  my 
success,  I  contend,  is  due  to  Hamamelis  internally  and  in  form  of 
injection.  I  have  used  it  both  internally  and  as  injection  all 
strengths  and  potencies,  according  to  age  and  temperament,  always 
avoiding  aggravations.  I  do  not  always  use  the  infusion,  though  I 
prefer  it,  but  on  account  of  the  time  and  inconvenience  I  often  use  the 
extracts,  but  never,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  the  tincture,  as  the  alcohol  is 
too  stimulating  and  irritating  to  the  mucous  surfaces.  The  extracts  I 
generally  use  are  \  to  tV,  diluted  with  rain  water,  varying  the  quan- 
tity and  the  strength  of  the  injection  according  to  the  irritability  of 
the  parts,  never  allowing  a  small  injection  to  be  so  strong  or  free  as 
to  induce  a  passage. 

Not  only  have  I  used  Hamamelis  with  success  in  dysentery,  but 
in  two  cases  of  hcemorrhage  oj  the  bowels,  occurring  in  typhoid  fever, 
when  all  other  remedies  had  failed  to  relieve,  strong  Hamamelis 
injections  and  Hamamelis  internally  checked  the  haemorrhage  almost 
instantly.  In  a  word,  such  has  been  my  success  with  Hamamelis  in 
haemorrhages,  whether  of  the  venous,  capillary  or  mucous  structures, 
that  it  is  my  first  remedy  topically  and  internally.  And  though  I  am 
well  aware  that  many  homoeopathic  physicians  may  contend  that  I 
digress  from  the  original  faith  by  using  this  remedy  topically,  I  care 
not  for  it ;  I  contend  ,that  the  proper  remedy,  specifically  chosen  and 
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applied,  acts  as  well  topically  as  internally.  Why  cannot  Hamamelis 
be  absorbed  as  well  from  the  mucous  surface  of  the  rectum  as  the 
stomachic  ?  Why  can  it  not  as  well  assist  nature  to  overcome  the 
diseased  action  by  coming  in  direct  contact  with  the  diseased  part,  as 
be  conveyed  by  the  circulation  to  that  part  ? 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
OELSEMINXJM  IN   CATABBHAIi  APFECTIONS,  ETC. 

BY  S.  A.  MERRELL,  M.  D. 


I  would  suggest  to  the  profession,  through  your  valuable  journal, 
the  probable  value  of  Oelseminum  in  many  of  the  catarrhal  affec- 
tions and  fevers  that  occur  on  the  breaking  up  of  winter,  and  would 
be  glad  to  get  the  opinions  and  observations  of  others  upon  this 
point.  I  have  been  led  to  notice  for  years  that  on  the  return  of  mild 
weather  towards  the  close  of  winter  and  at  the  opening  of  spring, 
many  people  are  troubled  with  severe  coughs  and  colds  without  being 
able  to  say  when  and  how  they  took  them. 

This,  I  take  it,  results  simply  from  the  sudden  relaxation,  by  the 
warm  weather,  of  the  whole  system,  which  for  months  previously  per- 
haps, had  been  held  in  an  intensely  tonic  condition  by  the  cold  of 
winter,  until  it  had  become  a  habit, — almost  a  necessity  to  it.  This 
tonic  influence  of  the  cold  of  our  winters  operates  as  a  powerful 
invigorator  upon  some  constitutions,  where  the  vital  powers  are  suffi- 
cient to  oppose  an  adequate  resistence.  But  in  feeble  constitutions, 
and  during  verjr  cold  winters,  and  especially  when  the  changes  to 
cold  are  very  sudden,  taking  the  system,  so  to  speak,  by  suprise,  the 
invasion  is  too  great  for  the  resistance  offered  by  the  vital  forces  and 
that  derangement  of  the  cutaneous  and  other  organs  takes  place 
which  we  ordinarily  denominate  "  cold,"  though  it  may  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  make  itself  felt  until  the  system  is  suddenly  thrown  from 
under  the  sustaining  influence  of  the  cold  by  the  relaxing  effect  of 
the  warm  weather. 

The  winter  here  has  been  very  cold,  the  thermometer  often  30' 
and  once  36'  below  0.  The  warm  weather  has  come  pretty  much  all 
at  once,  and  all  the  weak  places  in  the  system  of  everybody,  not 
being  able  to  throw  off  the  tonic  conditions  or  habits  induced  by  the 
intense  colds  so  easily  as  the  more  robust  parts  of  the  organism,  are 
now  making  a  good  deal  of  complaint  in  one  way  and  another.  One 
person  has  something  the  matter  with  his  lungs,  another  with  his 
throat,  another  with  his  head,  and  so  on  through  the  list. 


AMERICAN   HOMOBOPATHIC    OBSERVER.  217 

In  many  of  these  affections  I  hi^ve  found  the  Gelseminum  to  act 
very  finely,  even  in  severe  coughs,  with  (in  children)  a  metallic  sound 
somewhat  like  croup. 

One  person  came  to  me  recently  with  a  very  severe  cough,  accom- 
panied with  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  chest  in  places,  tenderness  in 
the  epigastrium  with  vomiting  in  the  paroxysms.  Gave  the  ordinary 
remedies  for  several  days  without  any  effect  whatever.  Gelseminum 
is  acting  like  a  charm. 

I  have  had  several  cases  of  infantile  remittent  lately,  and  have 
giveii  the  Gelseminum  with  uniform  and  prompt  relief.  The  first 
case  I  had  promised  to  be  a  very  severe  if  not  fatal  case.  The  usual 
remedies  had  no  influence  whatever  to  arrest  the  disease.  Gelsem- 
inum acted  like  magic  and  broke  up  the  fever  in  a  few  days.  I  gave 
it  in  the  first  attenuation.  (^V) 

I  think  our  professional  friends  will  find  the  Gelseminum  a  very 
useful  remedy  in  these  affections,  many  of  them  growing  out  of  this 
relaxed  and  debilitated  condition  of  the  system  on  the  return  of  warm 
weather  at  the  close  of  our  winters.     At  any  rate,   let  them  observe* 
and  report. 


For  the  American  HomcBopathic  Observer. 
CASES  FROM  PRACTICE. 


BY  H.  WIGAND,  M  D.,  DAYTON,  OniO. 


Ferrum  carbonicum  — J,  Helmstatter,  34  years  old,  fireman  on 
board li  steamboat;  enjoyed  robust  health  from  youth.  Six  weeks 
ago  was  attacked  with  severe  pain  in  the  right  arm,  shifting  to  the 
left  arm,  thence  to  left  leg.  Several  doctors  and  various  liniments 
had  been  fruitlessly  employed.  At  my  first  visit,  April  16th,  the 
following  symptoms  presented  themselves :  Constant,  deep  seated 
pain,  like  toothache,  in  left  leg;  the  leg  drawn  to  the  thigh ;  he  can* 
not  straighten  it ;  walks  on  crutches ;  constant  perspiration  of  affected 
limb,  increased  when  lying  down ;  general  profuse  perspiration  during 
sleep  ;  aversion  to  food ;  nausea  and  vomiting  after  eating ;  yellow 
coated  tongue  ;  great  thirst ;  cough,  with  greenish,  purulent  expec- 
toration ;  daily  paroxysms  of  chilliness,  followed  by  slight  fever ; 
headache  and  vertigo  ;  has  had  frequent  nose-bleeding  ;  aggravation 
of  all  symptoms  at  night ;  lost  about  50  pounds  of  flesh  ;  face  thin 
and  pale.  Took  Quinine  for  the  last  week.  Pulsatilla  3d  dec. 
every  six  hours. 

15 
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April  Uth.  Hfts  hot  yomite^.  Severe  pains  in  left  leg  all  night 
and  profuse  perspiration.     Met'c.  10  every  six  hours. 

AprU  nth.  Vomited  once ;  pain  less ;  profuse  perspiration  ; 
oough  and  -expectoration  the  same.  Merc.  v.  6th,  two  grains  every 
six  hours. 

April  ISth,  No  better.  After  a  careful  study  of  the  case  pre- 
scribed'Eerr.  carb,  1st  trit.,  two  grains  each,  to  be  taken  at  6,  9  and 
12  o'clock  p.  M.  A  messenger  came  for  me  about  midnight.  Patient 
had  taken  a  powder  every  hour  ;  much  worse ;  severe  pains  in  both 
legs,  which  are  drawn  to  the  thigh ;  sweat  running  from  him ; 
increased  cough  and  expectoration.  Sach.  lact.,  a  powder  every  half 
hour. 

April  19th.  Very  weak,  otherwise  much  better  ;  can  straighten 
his  legs.     Sach.  lact. 

.  April  20th.     Slept  well   all  night ;    no   pains,  no   perspiration ; 
coughed  very  little.     Patient  continued  to  improve,  and  excepting  a 
few  doses|of  China  10,  no  more  medicine  was  given.     About  the  mid- 
,  die  of  May  he  returned  to  his  vessel. 


EuPATORiuM  PERFOLiATUM. — H.  Heiscr,  blacksmith,  aged  40  years, 
of  bilious  temperament ;  has  suffered  from  ague  for  the  last  three 
years.  Five  weeks  the  longest  he  escaped  an  attack  during  the  last 
three  years.  Has  taken  immense  quantities  of  patent  ague  medi- 
cines, Quinine,  Fowler's  Solution,  &c.  According  to  his  philosophy, 
small  doses  can  have  no  ejBfect  on  a  man  weighing  250  pounds.  Every 
other  morning  has  a  severe  chill,  (no  fever)  accompanied  with  vomit- 
ing and  purging  of  large  quantities  of  greenish  watery  fluid ;  cramps 
of  lower  extremities  and  insatiable  thirst. 

October  VJth,  Prescribed  Ipec.  and  Nux  v.  3d,  to  be  taken  in 
alternation  every  two  to  three  hours. 

October  19th,  Felt  comfortable  yesterday,  as  lisual ;  this  morning 
has  another  chill  and  vomiting  of  a  greenish  liquid,  several  quarts  at 
a  time ;  frequent  stools,  green  and  watery ;  cramps  and  terrible 
thirst ;  face  sunken,  like  that  of  a  cholera  patient.  Eupatorium  perf. 
1st  potency,  six  drops  to  half  tumbler  of  water,  a  tablespoonful  after 
each  attack  of  vomiting  or  purging.  After  first  spoonful  vomiting 
ceased.  Prescribed  Eupatorium  p6rf.  1st,  in  drop  doses  every  two 
hours  during  the  intermission. 

October  19th,  No  return  of  chill,  vomiting  or  diarrhoea.  Con- 
tinue Eupatorium  perf.,  night  and  morning,  for  seven  days.  No  more 
medicine  was  given.     Continues  in  good  health  to  this  day. 
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Atrophia  infantum. — Child  of  a  farmer,  twelve  months  old,  never 
had  the  breast ;  is  very  much  emaciated — looks  like  a  little  old  man ; 
hard,  distended  abdomen ;  voracious  appetite ;  alternate  congestion 
and  diarrhoea  ;  colic  ;  skin  dry  and  cold.  Has  been  under  allopathic 
treatment  for  several  months  ;  family  physician  pronounces  the  case 
incurable. 

Sulphur  10,  one  dose  every  fourth  day,  followed  by  Calcarea  o.  10. 
Saw  the  child  again  fourteen  days  after  the  first  prescription  was 
made.  Great  improvement ;  abdomen  less  hard  and  distended ;  appe- 
tite and  stools  normal.  Calcarea  c.  800,  Sach.  1. 12.  Two  months 
later  the  happy  mother  came  to  my  office  to  show  me  her  robust,  fine 
ooking  boy. 


for  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
SOBE  BBEAST. 


BY  C.  C.  SMITH,  M.  D.,    STAMFORD,  CONN. 


Mrs.  A.,  the  mother  of  three  children,  was  delivered  by  me  of  a 
fourth  child.  Labor  easy  and  rapid,  everything  going  on  well  until 
the  period  of  the  coming  of  the  milk  had  arrived.  When  I  made  my 
morning  visit  the  third  day  she  complained  of  severe  darting  pains 
in  left  breast.  I  made  an  examination,  found  the  breast  extremely 
hard  and  very  hot,  with  no  secretion  of  milk.  I  now  learned  that 
previous  to  that  time  she  had  been  treated  allopathically,  and  that 
this  particular  breast  "  always  inflamed,  broke  and  discharged,  and 
not  one  of  her  children  would  ever  suckle  that  breast." 

I  thought  to  myself,  hero  is  an  opportunity  to  show  this  patient 
the  superiority  of  the  new  practice  over  the  old,  but  would  I  succeed  ? 
The  mother,  confidently  expecting  a  repetition  for  the  fourth  time  of 
her  former  suffering,  with  the  greatest  anxiety  depicted  in  her  coun- 
tenance asked  me  what  application  she  should  make  to  the  breast. 
"  Nothing  at  all,  madam,"  I  answered,  "  we  will  depend  upon  inter- 
nal remedies  alone." 

I  administered  five  drops  of  the  3d  att.  Bell,  in  a  half  tumbler  of 
water,  teaspoonful  every  two  hours,  for  one  day,  to  be  followed  by 
Bryonia  prepared  in  same  way,  and  same  dose,  the  second  day.  By 
the  time  these  remedies  were  taken  the  breast  was  well,  milk  was 
secreted,  and  the  mother  happy  and  astonished. 

Now  comes  the  most  astonishing  part :  This  breast  never  secre- 
ted any  milk  before,  except  a  very  small  quantity  during  the  nursing 
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of  the  first  child,  but  always  broke  and  suppurated  under  allopathic 
treatment.  Each  of  the  children  alike  avoided  this  breast ;  this  child 
takes  this  breast,  receives  ample  nourishment  from  it,  and  jnrefers  it 
to  the  other. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
CACTUS  GBANDIFLOBUS. 


Dr.  Geo.  Duhring  says  : — What  can  be  done  to  make  our  medical 
brethren  read  more  in  new  books  and  the  journals  ?  I  ask  the  question 
because  I  often  meet,  where  it  is  least  thought  to  exist,  with  such  igno- 
rance among  members  of  the  profession  (especially  the  allopathic,)  on 
new  topics  of  the  day.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  I  met  a  bright,  busy,  talk- 
ative, bragging  homoeopathic  doctor,  and  when  I  touched  him  with  the 
word  "  Cactus,*'  the  new  medicine,  he  looked  at  me  in  blank  astonish- 
ment, had  heard  nothing  about  that  medicine,  and  thought  me  joking. 
The  question  settled  his  tongue  and  left  him  dumb  like  a  bottle  just 
corked.  Why  such  ignorance  ?  He  did  not  read  the  journals,  did 
not  subscribe  to  any,  thought  them  of  no  use.  Therefore  I  am  ever 
trying  to  wake  up  the  doctors  and  endeavoring,  by  shaming  them  with 
questions  on  new  topics  which  they  cannot  answer,  to  thus  show  them 
their  ignorance  and  induce  them  to  read  more  the  news  of  the  day. 
And  it  is  because  many  are  just  beginning  this  long  neglected  duty, 
I  think  there  will  be  no  harm  done  in  again  saying  a  few  words  on 
the  already  well  known  (to  readers)  Cactus  subject,  and  in  bringing 
its  marvelous  powers  before  the  notice  of  those  members  of  the  pro- 
fession who  are  new  subscribers  to  your  journal,  and  I  trust  there  are 
many  such.  Indeed,  sir,  I  also  hope  to  aid  you  in  making  this  remedy 
so  prominent,  by  proofs  and  facts,  that  at  least  our  allopathic  breth- 
ren, will  be  driven  to  the  wall  and  forced  to  acknowledge  its  value 
and  use  it,  thus  once  again,  as  they  have  often  done  before,  learn  a 
lesson  from  despised  homoeopathy,  and  be  obliged  to  receive  her  gifts 
and  to  acknowledge  in  heart,  though  not  in  word  or  public  journal, 
that  we  are  not  a  set  of  ignorant  humbugs.  Indeed,  in  one  sense, 
the  name  of  "  hum-bug"  may  be  half  correct,  for  homoeopathy  is 
getting  to  be  a  "  ^g-bug"  in  the  medical  world,  and  that  bug  now 
hums  so  loudly  that  allopaths  everywhere  get  fits  by  day  and  the 
night-mare  by  nights  from  its  loud  and  ugly  noise. 

Often,  indeed,  I  laugh  in  my  sleeve  at  the  way  in  which,  with  a 
little  knowledge,  I  sometimes  can  upset  the  conceit  of  allopathic  gen- 
tlemen, and  prove  myself  no  quack  doctor.  The  other  day  I  said  to 
one  of  the  first  physicians  :     "  Well,  how  many  cases  have  you  cured 
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with  Cactus  ?"  "  Never  heard  of  that  stuff,"  was  the  answer. 
^'Whatl"  I  replied,  "I  already  numlier  my  cured  patients  by 
scores."  And  then  I  laughed  to  see  his  staring  look,  that  told  me 
he  thought  I  lied,  (under  a  mistake).  But  now  he  pitched  into  me. 
'*  Have  you  heard  of  our  new  medicine,  that  is  nearly  as  wonderful  a 
cure,  I  mean  Trifolium."  "What,"  I  replied,  **  I  have  used  that 
for  thirty  years."  So  I  carried  victory  for  the  flag  of  homoeopathy, 
and  allopathy  begged  mercy.  But  we  parted  good  friends,  for  a  good 
dinner  capped  the  above  pleasant  talk. 

Again,  I  stopped  on  one  occasion  at  the  'first-class  drug  store  of 
this  city  and  asked  for  Carbolic  Acid.  The  druggist  first  looked  at 
me,  then  got  the  acid,  and  in  politely  handing  it  over  the  counter, 
said:  *'  Well  I  am  glad  some  physician,  at  last,  wants  this  new  rem- 
edy. I  will  notice  your  call  for  it  in  the  journal."  "  Oh,  please  do 
not,V  I  replied,  "for  I  am  a  homoeopathic  doctor."  **  Ah,  indeed." 
He  saw  the  joke  and  felt  the  home  thrust,  for,  by  telling  me  I  was 
the  first  to  call,  he  had  already  acknowledged  "  we  heretics"  were 
wide"*  awake  and  again  in  the  advance. 

But  I  am  digressing  from  the  subject.  To  return.  For  the  benefit 
of  your  new  readers,  I  will  now  state  a  few  facts  that  have  come  under 
my  notice  since  last  I  wrote  to  you.  Because  they  are  facts,  they 
seem  to  settle  the  new  remedy  as  a  permanent  thing  in  our  list  of 
medicines. 

*'  I  will  give  only  a  few  cases,  that  will  show  the  wonderful  influ- 
ence of  Cactus  grandiflorus  on  the  heart  and  its  blood-vessels  "in  dissi- 
pating their  congestions  and  suppressing  their  irritations  without  in 
the  least  weakening  the  nervous  system,"  thus  proving  the  medicine  to 
be  a  priceless  gift  of  modern  science  and  discovery. 

Case  1. — Mrs.  C.  M.,  age  84  years.  This  lady  always  enjoyed 
excellent  health,  but  was  suddenly  attacked,  during  the  night,  with 
intense  burning  lancinating  pains  across  the  chest,  emanating  from 
the  pradcordia,  and  radiating  thence  into  both  sides  of  the  chest,  to 
the  right  shoulder  and  arm  ;  they  were  so  severe  as  to  cause  crying 
out  and  inability  to  lay  down  for  fear  of  momentary  suffocation ;  the 
pulse  was  very  active  and  quite  irregular.  I  administered  simply 
drop  doses  of  Cactus  in  mother  tincture  every  half  hour  for  several 
hours.  That  produced  almost  instantaneous  relief.  The  same  effect 
has  followed  with  every  return  of  the  paroxysm,  until  finally,  within 
seven  days,  she  was  free  from  the  malady,  and  felt  well  and  comfort- 
able, with  the  exception  of  a  general  debility  and  slight  numbness  in 
the  afflicted  parts.  The  lady  is  ever  praising  the  wonderful  medi- 
cine, and  keeps  some  of  it,  like  a  charm,  by  her  bedside,  to  use  if 
needed.     Her  praises,  unasked  for,  show  decidedly  that  the  curative 
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power  of  this   night-flower  is  no  myth  or  theory,    but  a  fact  and  a 
reality. 

Case  2. — Mrs.  H.,  56  years  old,  for  nearly  six  years  was  ajfflicted 
with  sickness  of  the  stomach  and  quick  fluttering  of  the  heart  under 
any  excitement.  She  spent  money  on  many  physicians  and  used  all 
kinds  of  allopathic  remedies  without  receiving  any  benefit  or  help. 
I  gave  her  a  single  dose  of  three  drops  of  the  Cactus  in  mother  tinc- 
ture, which  at  once  produced  relief  so  decided  that  the  old  lady  said 
it  acted  like  a  miracle.  At  the  beginning  of  September  she  received 
the  first  dose,  and  since  then  has  taken  sixty  doses,  always  on  each 
return  of  the  palpitation.  The  medicine  has  checked  and  cured  the 
patient. 

Case  8. — Mrs.  D.'s  infant,  age  two  years.  The  child  was  sud- 
denly attacked,  during  the  night,  with  suflbcating  oppression,  without 
any  feverish  symptoms.  A  few  drops  of  Cactus  tincture  in  water, 
administered  every  hour,  permanently  relieved  the  child  at  the  end 
of  24  hours.  . 

These  three  cases  of  positive  cure  are  sketched  from  my  practice, 
not  to  show  my  success,  but  to  show  and  illustrate  the  value  of  the 
Cactus  remedy.  Where  cures  are  so  clearly  wrought  it  truly  is  ''our 
duty  to  investigate  the  various  powers  of  the  remedy  and  to  devel- 
ops its  use  by  practice,  and  to  make  known  such  success  to  others, 
that  they  may  still  further  spread  the  benefits  of  the  curing  night 
flower,  that  so  long  has  been  neglected,  and  admired  and  valued  only 
for  its  beauty.  Therefore  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  to  your  journal 
the  experience  of  a  practical  physician  on  this  subject,  wishing  that 
these  few  remarks  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  profession  and  stimulate 
others  to  advance  the  use  of  the  Cactus,  and  also  awaken  those  who 
are  yet  in  ignorance  to  use  their  eyes  and  read  the  journals,  and  keep 
up  with  the  times,  and  begin  the  use  of  the  remedy.  Again,  I  rejoice 
to  find  the  beautiful  in  nature  can  also  be  the  useful  in  science,  and 
with  you  I  rejoice  that  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  by  practice,  the 
value  of  Dr.  Rubini*s  discovery,  and  to  add  my  humble  testimony  to 
the  correctness  of  his  theory  and  practice ;  thus  to  aid  homoeopathy 
to  keep  ahead  of  the  old-fogyism  of  allopathic  unchangeable  theories 
and  rules  of  practice. 


C.  C.  Olmsted,  M.  D.,  reports  : — "  Mrs.  I — ,  aged  about  26 ;  light 
hair,  blue  eyes,  a  very  fair  complexion ;  has  had  a  trouble  of  the 
heart,  of  some  four  years'  standing.  Previous  to  that  time  she  suf- 
fered a  great  deal  with  inflammatory  rheumatism.  During  a  severe 
attack  of  this  disease,  of  some  six  weeks'  duration,  her  heart  became 
implicated ;  but  thanks  to  a  good  strong  constitution,  she  survived 
the  heroic  treatment  of  the  '*  Regular."     Ever  sinoe  this  attack  she 
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has  been  quite  subject  to  severe  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  regio  n  of 
the  heart,  after  any  cold,  excitement  or  severe  exercise.  I  was  called 
to  see  her  in  one  of  the  most  severe  attacks  she  ever  had.  The  day 
before,  she  had  been  out  to  a  pic-nic,  and  coming  home  they  were 
caught  in  a  storm,  and  she  got  quite  wet.  During  that  night  sh« 
was  very  restlesa  and  uneasy,  with  some  fever.  All  the  symptoms 
increased  until  the  following  night.  At  11  p.  m.,  I  was  called  ;  found 
her  sitting  up  in  bed ;  could  not  lay  down  or  take  a  long  breath,  or 
utter  a  whole  sentence  without  stopping  to  groan,  from  the  severe 
pain,  about  li  inches  below  and  a  little  back  of  the  left  nipple,  and 
through  the  left  shoulder,  extending  down  the  left  arm  to  the  end  of 
the  fingers ;  breathing  was  very  difficult ;  countenance  showed  extreme 
suffering ;  her  face  was  parched,  lips  bluish,  tongue  furred  white, 
pulse  feeble  and  quick  (120),  urine  very  scanty  and  colorless ;  diges* 
tion  was  and  hlad  been  very  good.  She  said  the  sensation  was  as 
though  some  strong  hand  was  grasping  the  heart  and  would  not  allow 
it  to  pulsate.  I  gave  her  six  pellets  of  the  200th  dil.,  waiting 
three  hours  before  repeating  the  dose.  Wishing  to  try  the  effect 
of  the  high  attenuations,  in  a  severe  case,  I  left  some  blank 
powders,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  until  I  called  again.  In 
the  morning,  at  9  a.  m.,  I  called,  and  found  her  lying  down, 
breathing  much  easier.  Could  talk  very  well,  saying  the  pills 
I  gave  ner  done  much  more  good  than  the  powders ;  pulse  was 
90,  a  little  more  full,  and  the  pain  much  less ;  could  move  the  arm 
much  better.  I  then  gave  a  single  dose  of  the  same,  *"",  with  blank 
powders,  as  before.  In  the  evening  I  saw  the  improvement  continued 
and  gave  nothing  but  the  blank  powders.  The  next  day  found  she 
had  slept  very  well,  waking  up  but  a  few  times  during  the  night.  I 
gave  another  dose  (same  attenuatiou)  with  blank  powders.  Visiting 
the  case  frequently,  I  saw  that  improvement  was  going  on  from  day 
to  day.  I  gave  no  more  medicine.  At  the  end  of  a  week  she  was 
able  to  be  up  and  around  the  room,  and  in  ten  days  resumed  her  usual 
household  duties.  She  has  not  had  a  return  for  six  months ;  can 
endure  more  than  she  has  done  before  for  a  long  time.  I  have  been 
very  much  pleased  with  the  effects  of  Cactus  in  several  cases  of  h«art 
disease.  From  the  effects  I  have  seen  it  produce,  I  think  it  will  at 
least  palliate  severe  cases  of  Angina  pectoris,  and  perhaps  cure  recent 
cases.  I  recommended  the  30th  dil.  in  a  case  oi  Angina  pectoris,  not 
long  ago.  A  single  dose  was  given,  and  so  great  was  the  aggravation 
that  they  feared  to  repeat  it.  I  never  use  lower  than  the  30th.  The 
200th  is  my  favorite.  I  have  never  failed  to  at  least  palliate  the  case 
when  they  complain  as  though  some  one  was  grasping  the  heart. 
How  permanent  i^ill  be  the  relief,  I  cannot  say.  I  have  only  used  it 
some  two  years.     I  have  not  tried  it  in  any  other  diseases." 

Still  Progressing. — Dr.  D.  W.  Young  writes  to  the  Chicago 
Medical  Examinei'  against  the  use  of  blood-letting  in  Pneumonia,  and 
says :  *'  It  is  unnecessary,  uncalled  for,  and  can  only  be  justified  in 
very  rare  cases.*' 
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Baptisia    Tinctoria. 

In  aciUe  Stomatitis  the  Baptisia  has  been  found  promptly  cura- 
tive. Dr.  A.  Walker  of  Pontiac,  Michigan,  reports  several  cases, 
occurring  in  children  at  a  time  when  Diphtheria  was  prevalent.  The 
patients  were  feverish,  the  mouth  hot,  red,  and  on  the  mucous  mem 
brane  of  the  buccal  cavity  were  numerous  "canker  spots,"  superficial 
ulcerations,  surrounded  by  a  red  areolas.  The  breath  was  foetid,  and 
there  was  present  in  every  case  profuse  salivation.  When  possible, 
it  was  applied  locally  to  the  surface,  (20  drops  of  the  tincture  to  half 
a  cup  of  water,)  and  the  medicine  given  in  the  first  dilution  every 
four  hours.  Every  case  recovered,  while  other  children  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  attacked  in  the  same  manner,  died  of  diphtheria.  This 
would  seem  to  show  that  the  Baptisia  was  a  valuable  remedy  inthe 
first  stages  of  that  disease,  when  the  attack  commences  as  above. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Gushing,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  writes  of  its  use  in  diph- 
theria :  **  Miss  D.,  aged  fifteen,  tall,  slim,  pale,  has  never  menstru- 
ated. Has  hot  skin,  quick  pulse,  pain  in  head,  breath  very  offendve. 
Diphtheritic  patches  on  fauces  and  both  tonsils,  uvula  red  and  swollen. 
Gave  Baptisia,  third,  a  few  globules  (No.  4,)  in  half-glass  of  water, 
one  teaspoonful  every  hour.  2d  day,  about  the  same,  breath  still  very 
offensive.  Continue  Baptisia.  3d  day,  better;  4th  day,  better;  5th 
day,  better  ;  7th  day,  dismissed.  Had  no  remedy  but  Baptisia,  its 
great  indication  being  the  offensive  breath,  as  well  as  the  fever." 

Dr.  J.  G-.  Wilkinson  of  London,  England,  uses  the  Baptisia  in 
Small  Pox  when  the  pustules  appear  thickly  upon  the  palatine  arch, 
the  tonsils,  uvula,  and  there  is  present  prostration  and  a  putrid  odor 
from  the  mouth. 

During  the  summer  of  1866,  in  the  city  of  Chicago  there  appeared 
a  kind  of  epidemic  of  "  sore  mouth."  The  patient  would  be  attacked 
with  chilliness,  followed  by  fever ;  the  tongue  would  assume  a  red 
hue  on  the  edges  or  all  over ;  the  gums  look  red  and  swollen,  and  the 
whole  buccal  cavity  inflamed.  The  breath  would  become  foetid  and 
there  would  ensue  profuse  salivation.  Superficial  ulcers  always 
appeared  on  the  tongue  and  inside  of  the  lips  and  cheeks,  rarely  on 
the  fauces  or  gums.  Baptisia,  first  dilution,  internally,  together  with 
the  local  application  of  a  wash,  was  more  successful  than  Mercurius 
The  disease  lasted  irom  five  to  seven  days. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Smith,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  writes  concerniug  his  expe- 
rience of  its  use  :  "  Yesterday,  Dec.  8th,  was  called  to  see  a  patient 
whom  I  found  threatened  with  typhoid  fever.  Excessive  drowsiness, 
pulse  120  and  thready,  lips  parched  and  cracked,  pasty,  tongue  heavily 
furred,  great  thirst,  could  not  give  a  direct  answer  to  a  simple  ques- 
tion without  his  mind  wanderiDg,  or  falling  into  a  deep  sleep  in  the 
middle  of  a  sentence,  great  delirium  at  night,  could  scarcely  be  kept 
in  bed,  low  muttering.  Gave  4  drops  of  Baptisia,  1st  dec.  dil.,  in 
half  tumbler  of  water,   dessert  spoonful  every  hour.     After  taking 
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medicine  all  night  broke  oat  in  a  gentle  perspiration,  about  5  a.  m. 
pulse  came  down  and  patient  fell  asleep.  I  found  him  quite  bright 
in  the  morning  and  perfectly  rational  in  every  way,  passed  urine  fre- 
quently through  the  night  in  very  small  quantities  of  a  jbad  odor. 

This  patient  had  been  confined  on  the  cholera  vessel  at  quarantine, 
New  York." 


JBsculus  Hippocastanum. 


Dr.  George  Logan  says  :  "  I  have  used  this  remedy  in  several 
eases  of  haemorrhoids,  with  remarkable  effect.  The  cases  were  of 
recent  origen,  (blind  piles)  a  fold  of  mucous  membrane  protruding  to 
the  size  of  an  ounce  bullet.  Gave  five  drops  of  the  tincture  every 
two  hours,  and  used  an  ointment  of  the  same  to  the  tumor,  afterwards 
returning  it,  directing  the  patients  to  return  it  whenever  it  protruded. 
The  first  day  the  effect  is  not  very  decided,  but  in  two  or  three  days 
it  is  very  marked  indeed.*' 

Dr.  A.  A.  Bancroft,  of  De  Witt,  Mich.,  reports   two  cases. 

Case  I.  The  first  patient,  a  lady  aged  forty-three,  had  been 
treated  by  allopaths  and  eclectics  for  twelve  years  without  any  relief. 
Confined  to  her  bed  most  of  the  time.  Looked  more  like  a  dead 
person  than  a  live  one.  Had  constant  pain  across  the  small  of  her 
back,  with  a  dragging,  bearing  down  sensation  that  produced  great 
faintn ess  on  standing.  Bleeding  constantly  kept  her  reduced.  Gave 
her  JEsctdics  h,-^,  six  drops  in  a  tumbler  two  thirds  filled  with  water, 
to  be  taken  once  in  three  to  four  hours  during  the  day.  Treated  for 
twenty  days  and  cured. 


Aletris  Faxinosa. 


Dr.  Silas  Jones,  of  New  York,  says  :  "  This  remedy  seems  to  act 
admirably  during  the  first  months  of  pregnancy,  where  there  is  vom- 
iting, excessive  nausea,  giddiness,  etc.,  with  pain  and  colic  in  the 
hypogastrium,  with  tendency  to  abort.  A  lady  in  her  fourth  preg- 
nancy came  to  me  with  the  above  symptoms.  She  had  suffered  in 
this  way  during  the  three  or  four  months  of  each  pregnancy,  so  much 
as  to  be  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  a  great  part  of  the  time,  and  the 
third  pregnancy  was  followed  by  an  abortion  at  about  the  eighth 
week.  I  gave  her  Ipecac,  which  relieved  the  vomiting,  but  not  the 
nausea  and  giddiness.  It  occurred  to  me  that  Aletris  completely 
covered  all  her  symptoms,  and  gave  her  a  single  prescription  of  the 
tincture,  to  be  put  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water,  and  to  take  a  teaspoon - 
ful  every  two  hours  at  first.  It  gave  her  immediate  and  complete 
relief.  She  is  now  near  her  full  term,  in  good  health,  except  occa- 
sional neuralgic  pains.  Troubles  like  the  above  are  frequently  met 
with  in  practice,  and  Aletris  seems  to  be  nearly  a  specific.  As  it  has 
not  been  proved,  we  need  the  more,  well  marked  clinical  testimony.'* 
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Por  the  American  Homocopathio  Observer. 
ASTHMA. 


BY   PROF.  A.   E.    SMALL. 


Mrs.  C — ,  aged  41  years,  was  attacked  with  asthma  and 
difficulty  in  breathing,  about  the  middle  of  November  last. 
The  paroxysms  came  on  at  night,  and  obliged  her  to  sit  up, 
even  while  she  slept. 

Ipecac.  3d  was  prescribed  without  benefit.  Arsenicum  was 
also  administered,  and  yet  no  relief  followed.  Lobelia  was 
given,  which  at  first  mitigated  the  severity  of  the  paroxysms, 
but  afterwards  it  lost  its  effect.  The  difficulty  of  breathing 
was  attended  by  a  suffocating  cough  and  more  or  less  pain  in 
the  chest.  Gave  Tart,  emetic^  PhoBphorus^  Belladonna^  and 
various  other  remedies,  as  they  appeared  to  be  indicated,  and 
yet  but  little  relief  was  obtained. 

She  suflFered  more  or  less  from  chilliness  and  flushes  of  heat, 
pain  in  the  chest,  and  distressing  cough,  with  very  little  expec- 
toration of  mucus,  for  several  weeks.  Lachesis  30th  removed 
the  febrile  symptoms,  but  did  not  interrupt  the  cough  or  lessen 
the  severity  of  the  asthmatic  suflFering. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1866,  gave  Atropine  3d,  which 
afforded  decided  relief  for  three  days.  Her  nights  became 
more  tolerable.  She  was  enabled  to  lie  down,  but  after  the 
elapse  of  a  week,  the  asthmatic  paroxysms  and  suffocating 
cough,  with  pain  in  the  head  and  chest,  returned.  Bryonia  3d 
relieved  the  headache  and  lessened  the  cough,  but  produced 
little  if  any  effect  upon  the  asthma. 

Jan.  20.  Gave  her  Kali  hydriodicum,  the  1st,  and  repeated 
the  dose  every  three  hours,  for  two  days;  after  which  the 
breathing  became  normal,  the  asthma  disappeared,  the  patient 
soon  recovered,  and  has  since  experienced  no  return  of  the 
difficulty. 

Since  her  recovery  she  states  that  she  was  the  victim  of  a 
similar  attack,  about  ten  years  ago,  and  was  treated  by  a  Homoe- 
opathician,  who  found  great  difficulty  in  curing  the  malady,  but 
finally  succeeded,  by  an  aqueous  solution  of  the  crude  Kali 
hydr.  obtained  at  the  druggist's. 
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Case  2. — ^A  little  boy,  son  of  a  respectable  merchant  of  this 
city,  was  taken  sick  in  September  last,  with  catarrhal  fever, 
which  was  followed  by  acute  asthma,  a  suffocative  cough  and 
general  emaciation.  He  manifested  great  impressibility  to  cold, 
and  although  able  to  keep  about  most  of  the  time,  his  breathing 
was  labored,  and  at  night  particularly  distressing.  When- 
ever he  slept,  his  respiration  was  asthmatic  and  more  or  less 
stertorous.  He  continued  in  this  way  until  February  of  this 
year,  when,  from  a  sudden  cold  and  catarrh,  all  his  symptoms 
seemed  to  be  aggravated.  His  breathing  was  more  diflScult ; 
his  cough  was  worse,  he  had  considerable  fever.  Various  rem- 
edies were  given  him,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  which 
often  amehorated  his  sufferings  without  removing  the  disease. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  February  he  was  violently 
attacked  with  croup,  which  threatened  to  prove  speedily  fatal. 
An  Allopathic  physician  being  the  neariest  at  hand,  was  called 
upon  to  prescribe  for  the  case.  An  emetic  was  ordered ;  24 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  throat ;  but  all  the  vomiting  and 
depletion  did  nothing  towards  relieving  the  boy.  After  an 
elapse  of  several  hours  he  came  under  our  treatment.  Binio- 
dide  of  Mercury,  third  trituration,  was  prescribed,  to  be  taken 
in  water,  every  thirty  minutes.  The  third  dose  was  followed 
by  discharges  from  the  mouth,  of  sanious  fluid  and  false  mem- 
brane. Immediately  after,  the  respiration  became  normal. 
There  was  neither  asthma,  croup  or  catarrh,  after  an  elapse  of 
thirty-six  hours,  and  what  is  still  more  satisfactory,  there  has 
been  no  return  of  either,  and  the  little  fellow  now  seems  to  be 
in  the  enjoyment  of  sound  health. 


Cimicifuga    BAcemosa. 


A  lady  of  65  years  of  age,  who  had  remittent  fever  two  years 
1^0,  followed  by  an  inveterate  intermittent,  which  was  rendered 
intractable  by  over-doses  of  Quinine,  asked  for  treatment. 
The  following  symptoms  were  most  prominent :  Unrefreshing 
sleep,  impossible  to  lie  upon  the  left  side  ;  very  severe  pain  in 
the  small  of  the  back,  worse  when  standing  up ;  distress  in  the 
stomach ;  no  appetite  ;  constipation.     After  using  for  a  short 
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time  Oimidfuga  tinct.,  three-drop  doses,  three  times  a  day,  she 
reports  that  she  can  lie  well  on  either  side,  has  a  good  appetite, 
no  stomach  ailment,  bowels  move  regularly,  and  pain  in  the 
back  reduced  to  a  slight  distress. 


utgntj. 


For  the  American  Homceopathic  Observer. 
PABACENTESIS  THORACIS. 


BY  JOHN  ELLIS,  M.  D. 


This  is  no  new  operation,  as,  according  to  fable,  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  despair  of  Phaleas  or  Jason,  who  seeking  death  in 
the  midst  of  battle,  was  relieved  of  an  empyema  by  the  thrust 
of  a  lance.  In  Greece,  in  the  days  of  Galen,  it  was  performed 
by  thrusting  a  red  hot  iron  through  the  walls  of  the  chest.  At 
the  time  of  Hippocrates  an  opening  was  made  by  the  knife 
through  one  of  the  lower  inter-costal  spaces.  The  Arabs  and 
Romans  also  resorted  to  this  operation,  sometimes  perforating 
the  fourth  rib  by  the  means  of  a  trephine,  that  they  might  plug 
up  the  opening,  and  thus  prevent  the  too  rapid  escape  of  the 
fluid.  This  operation,  after  having  been  freely  and  unhesita- 
tingly performed  for  generations,  finally  fell  into  disrepute,  and 
was  scarcely  recommended  by  any  one.  Although  various 
attempts  were  made  to  revive  it,  still  it  was  not  until  within 
the  last  two  centuries  that  it  again  came  to  be  regarded  as  a  . 
legitimate  and  proper  resort  in  cases  of  empyema. 

It  is  especially  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  paracentesis  for 
the  removal  of  collections  of  fluid  in  the  chest  which  result 
from  sub-acute,  chronic,  or  latent  pleurisy,  that  the  writer  pro- 
poses to  speak ;  for  he  is  satisfied  that  patients  not  unfrequently 
die  when  they  should  not,  or  are  physically  disabled,  owing  to 
its  unnecessary  performance.  When  the  pleura  is  immensely 
distended  by  fiuid,  the  intercostal  spaces  pressed  out,  the  liver 
perhaps  forming  a  tumor  in  the  abdomen,  the  mediastinum  and 
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heart  crowded  toward  the  opposite  axilla,  and  .the  whole  side 
greatly  enlarged;  and  especially  when,  as  in  a«case  which  the 
writer  has  recently  attended,  there  are  well  marked  pointings 
of  the  within  fluid,  the  temptation  to  plmige  in  a  trocar  or  lan- 
cet, and  to  witness  the  flowing  fluid  and  immediate  relief,  is 
very  great.     The  operation  is  so  simple  and  the  eclat  to  be 
derived  from  having  performed  it  is  so  gratefiil  to  a  man  who 
is  not  destitute  of  vanity,  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  "  hands 
off."     I  do  not  question  but  that  an  imperfect  recovery  some- 
times follows  the  operation,   although  the  cases  which  have 
come  within  my  own  observation,  where  it  has  been  performed, 
have  tenninated  fatally  within  from  a  few  weeks  to  a  few  months. 
M.  Velpeau  declared  that  he  has  either  performed  or  seen  it 
performed  twelve  times,   in  the  hospitals  of  Paris,   and  every 
one  of  the  patients  died.     But  other  surgeons  claim  to  have 
had  better  success,  and  it  is  certain  that  patients  do  sometimes 
live  many  years,  but  generally  they  are,  sooner  or  later,  worn 
out  by  the  constant  discharge  from  a  fistulous  opening,   even 
when  they  are  not  sooner  destroyed  by  suppurative  inflamma- 
tion and  hectic  fever,   or  more  rapidly  by  a  low  form  oi  fever 
resulting  from  the  decomposition  and  absorption  of  the  fluid. 

I  well  remember  a  beautiful  yoimg  lady  in  the  city  of  Detroit, 
whom  I  was  requested  to  visit  several  years  ago,  upon  the  sup- 
position that  she  was  suffering  from  neuralgia  of  the  chest, 
which  her  allopathic  physician  was  unable  to  relieve.     Inspec- 
tion,  percussion  and  auscultation,   soon  made  it  evident  that 
one  side  of  her  chest  was  full  of  fluid,  the  result  of  sub-acute 
pleurisy,  and  that  the  patient  was  in  a  critical  situation,  instead 
of  suffering  simply  from  a  neuralgic  affection.     The  parents  of 
the  young  lady  were  not  prepared  for  such  a  serious  diagnosis, 
and  were  not  ready  to  trust  homoeopathic  treatment,  but  deci- 
ded to  call  in  other  allopathic  physicians.     I  expressed  the 
opinion  to  them  that  imd^r  homoeopathic  treatment,  and  with- 
out an  operation  she  would  recover  with  perhaps  some  de- 
formity,   but   that   imder   allopathic   treatment,  especially   if 
an  opening  were   made,    she  would  die.      She   was    treated 
allopathically,  and  after  a  time  an  operation  was  performed, 
and  she  died.     Under  homoeopathic  treatment  alone,  perhaps 
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aided  bj  cold  water,  judging  from  mj  past  experience,  I  have 
no  reasonably  doubt  but  that  she  would  have  been  cured. 

"  But,"  inquires  the  reader,  perhaps,  "  in  a  case  of  empy- 
ema, when  one  half  of  the  chest  is  filled  with  pus,  would  you 
expect  it  to  be  absorbed ;  and  if  not,  would  you  refiise  to  allow 
it  to  escape  by  operating  in  the  most  approved  manner,  care- 
fully avoiding  the-  admission  of  air  ?"  K  in  a  given  .case  I 
knew  the  fluid  to  be  genuine  pus  I  might  operate,  but  imfor-, 
tunately  we  can  rarely,  if  ever,  before  the  operation,  be  Mly 
satisfied  that  the  fluid  is  pus.  Fortunately,  when  the  fluid 
results  from  simple  pleuritis,  and  there  is  no  opening  through 
the  bronchia  or  thoracic  walls  communicating  with  the  air,  it, 
to  say  the  least,  very  rarely  happens  that  the  fluid  is  pus.  It  is 
almost  always  a  whitish,  greenish  or  yellowish  serous  fluid,  con- 
taining more  or  less  albumen,  and  shreds  and  flakes  of  lymph ; 
and  abundant  experience  has  shown  that  such  a  fluid  can  be 
readily  absorbed  without  injury  to  the  system.  I  am  satisfied 
that  it  rarely  happens  that  a  persevering  use  of  carefully 
selected  homoeopathic  remedies,  aided  by  a  cold  wet  compress 
over  the  side,  well  covered  with  several  thicknesses  of  dry  flan- 
nel, so  as  to  exclude  the  cold  air,  and  changed  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  will  fail  to  promote  the  absorption  of  the  fluid. 
Whereas  if  an  operation  is  performed,  however  carefully  it  is 
done,  more  or  less  air  is  quite  sure  to  be  admitted;  and, 
although  the  air  itself  may  not  materially  harm  the  serous 
membrane,  it  will  cause  rapid  decomposition  of  the  fluid,  and 
the  putrid  matter  may  either  be  absorbed  and  poison  the  circu- 
lating fluids,  or,  by  irritating  the  serous  membrane,  it  may  con- 
vert the  whole  sac  into  one  vast  suppurating  surface. 

It  would  seem  then  that  this  operation  should  rarely,  if  ever, 
be  performed ;  perhaps  never  except  to  avoid  impending 
suffocation,  or  when  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  collection  will 
very  soon  be  discharged  spontaneously  if  it  is  omitted  ;  and  as 
it  is  often  difficult  to  say  with  certainty  whether  it  wiU  break 
or  not  if  let  alone,  and  stiU  further,  as  it  is  a  question  whether 
the  free  opening  which  will  be  likely  to  result  if  it  does,  into 
which  tepid  water  can  be  freely  injected  so  as  to  wash  out  and 
allow  the  decomposing  fluids  to  escape,  will  not  be  quite  as 
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well  for  the  patient  as  any  attempt  to  make  an  artificial  open- 
ing with  the  hope  of  excluding  the  air,  it  is  perhaps  quite  as 
safe  to  omit  the  operation  in  either  case. 

After  a  patient  examination  of  surgical  and  medical  works,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  the  above  was  about  the  conclusion  to  which  I 
came,  in  view  of  a  little  patient  now  under  treatment,  who 
came  into  my  hands,  from  Allopathic  *  treatment,  about  two 
months  ago.     She  had  had  the  measles  about  ten  weeks  before 
I  saw  her,  and  they  were  followed  by  a  cough  and  pain  in  her 
side,  chills,  fever,  night  sweats  and  emaciation.     I  foimd  her 
unable  to  lie  on  her  left  side,  with  immobility  of  the  right  side 
during  respiration,  with   dtdlness  on  percussion,    absence  of 
respirator}'-  murmur,  and  of  vocal  resonance  and  jar.     The 
intercostal  spaces  were  pressed  out,  and  about  an  inch  above 
and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  right  nipple ;  the  walls  of  the 
chest  were  bulged  out,  forming  a  large,  distinct  swelling,  which 
was  rendered  tense   by   coughing,  with  slight  but  manifest 
external  fluctuation ;  the  fluid  also  seemed  to  be  pointing  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the   chest,  between  two  of  the  lower  ribs. 
For  a  week  or  ten  days  it  seemed  as  though  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  prevent  the  spontaneous  discharge  of  the  fluid.     But 
by  persevering  in  the  use  of  remedies,  aided  by  the  wet  com- 
press, as  described  above,  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  swellings  gradually  abate,  until  at  present  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  chest  is  quite  resonent,  with  a  return  of  the  respi- 
ratory murmur,  and  an  ability  to  lie  upon  either  side.      All 
hectic  symptoms  have  disappeared,  her  cough  has  nearly  ceased, 
her  appetite  is  good,  and  she  is  rapidly  gaining  flesh  and  strength. 
K  we  were  to  admit  the  necessity  of  operating  in  such  cases,  it 
would  be   difficult  to  find  a   case  where  the  indications  for 
operating  would  be  more  decided,  and  the  necessity  for  its 
prompt  performance  apparently  more  urgent  than  in  the  above. 
I  have  seen  one  side  of  the  chest  more  distended  by  fluid,  but 
never  such  marked  pointing  as  in  this  case.     It  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  a  greater  degree  of  distention  of  the  walls  of 
tlie  chest  than  I  have  witnessed  in  one  case.     In  still  another 
case,   the   contraction  of  the   side,    which  resulted  after  the 
absorption  of  the  fluid,  caused  a  degree  of  deformity  which  is 
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very  marked  as  the  gentleman  walks  the  streets.  TMs  gentleman 
sought  an  examination  by  a  distinguished  auscultator  in  New 
York,  while  on  a  visit  here  a  few  years  ago,  who  assured  him 
thai  he  had  good  cause  to  feel  thankful  that  he  had  escaped  as 
well  as  he  had ;  yet  these  cases,  and  several  others  which  I 
might  name,  were  relieved  by  homoeopathic  remedies,  aided  by 
wet  compresses. 

I  hardly  intended  to  speak  of  the  particular  remedies  used, 
yet  perhaps  it  might  be  well  to  simply  allude  to  them. 

To  promote  the  absorption  of  the  products  of  a  recent  inflam- 
mation of  the  pleura,  especially  if  the  inflammation  has  been 
of  an  asthenic  character,  Bryonia  and  Sulphur  have  been  more 
frequently  required  than  any  other  remedies,  and  I  have  had 
occasion  to  give  them  from  the  200th  or  30th  dilution  down  to 
the  prime  tincture,  sometimes  in  the  same  case,  before  the  dis- 
ease was  cured.  When  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  bronchial 
inflammation,  with  a  severe  cough,  Phosphorus  has  sometimes 
been  useful.  If  the  disease  has  been  of  an  asthenic  character, 
with  great  debility,  especially  if  the  countenance  is  pale  and 
the  blood  thin  and  watery,  Arsenieum  has  been  especially  eflSi- 
cacious,  and  this  remedy  has  also  been  very  useful  in  chronic 
cases,  or  those  of  long  standing.  If  there  has  seemed  to  be  a 
dropsical  tendency,  with  puffiness  of  the  face,  either  Digitalis 
or  Apis  have  sometimes  been  required,  in  addition  to  Arseni 
curr^.  In  scrofulous  cases  Kali  carb,  and  Iodide  of  potassium 
have  been  important  remedies.  I  have  rarely  had  occasion  to 
use  any  other  than  one  or  more  of  the  remedies  already 
named. 

One  of  your  correspondents  says:  "I  never  use  an  old 
remedy  when  a  new  one  is  indicated."  I  can  say  that  I  never 
use  a  new  remedy  when  an  old  one  is  indicated.  A  new  friend 
to  take  the  place  of  an  old  one  must  show  superior  claims  to 
my  attention. 

Again,  if  I  am  satisfied  that  I  have  selected  the  right  rem- 
edy, and  it  fails  to  relieve  the  symptoms  in  any  given  case  of 
disease,  instead  of  running  off  after  some  other  remedy,  new 
or  old,  less  closely  indicated,  I  simply  change  the  dilution, 
going  from  the  low  to  the  high,  as  the  case  may  be.     The  high 
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dilations  will  often  cure  when  the  low  fail,  and  the  low  dilu- 
tions will  sometimes  cure  when  the  high  fail. 


For  the  American  Homeopathic  Obsenrcri 

Cases  of  Traumatic  Gangrene  and  Their  Treatment. 


BT  W.  JAMES  BLAKELY,  M.  D.,  BENZINOE&,  PA. 


The  following  are  some  of  a  large  number  of  similar  cases, 
all  of  which  have  been  treated  according  to  the  same  plan  as 
those  reported.  They  are  not  quoted  on  account  of  any  special 
interest  sttached  to  them,  but  as  a  means  of  reference  to  the 
treatment  adopted.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  course  pursued  in 
the  cases  of  this  disease  which  have  fallen  imder  my  care  varies 
materially  from  that  adopted  by  the  physicians  of  our  school, 
but  the  uniform  success  which  has,  in  my  practice,  attended  its 
exhibition,  leads  me  to  report  it,  in  the  hope  that  it  may,  at 
least,  benefit  some  of  the  junior  members  of  the  profession,  sit- 
uated, perhaps,  similarly  to  myself.  Being,  to  a  certain  extent, 
a  pioneer  of  homoeopathy,  settled  in  a  region  of  country  where 
it  was  almost  unknown  and  not  at  all  understood  until  my  com- 
ing, with  not  a  homoeopathic  practitioner  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  me,  I  have  been  deprived  of  that  great  source  of 
pleasure  and  instruction — conversation  with  physicians  of  our 
own  school.  Medical  intercourse  and  association  I  have  had 
with  allopathists,  with  whom  I  have  always  been  on  the  kindest 
terms  of  professional  intimacy,  but  timeo  DanaoB  et  donaferen- 
tes.  I  have  thus  been  obliged,  in  the  treatment  of  disease  and 
cases  of  a  surgical  nature,  to  depend  upon  myself,  assisted  only 
by  those  welcome  visitants,  the  medical  journals.  My  treat- 
ment has  thus,  in  some  instances,  become  rather  of  a  stereo- 
typed nature ;  but,  although  by  no  means  an  advocate  ot 
routineness,  I  see  no  reason  for  changing  it  so  long  as  it  effects 
the  object  in  view. 

In  the  treatment  of  wounds  I  now  invariably  apply  the  Cal- 
endula^ giving  it  also  internally,  if  some  other  remedies  be  not 
more  strongly  indicated.  If  practicable  I  envelope  the  wound 
in  cotton  saturated  with  the  strong  tincture,  having  but  seldom 
seen  beneficial  results  attend  it3  use  when  applied  in  a  diluted 
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foim,  as  for  instance  five  or  ten  drops  to  a  pint  of  water,  a 
preparation  frequently  used,  as  appears  from  reports  in  onr 
journals.  With  this  course  I  have  never  been  disappointed,  it 
having  always  produced  the  most  satisfactory  and  even  brilliant 
results.  In  the  treatment  of  traumatic  gangrene  I  cannot  too 
highly  praise  the  preparation  known  as  the  yeast  poultice.  It 
has  been  my  custom,  when  this  condition  ensues,  to  apply  the  . 
poultice,  stopping  at  the  same  time  aU  other  external  applica- 
tions, and  to  continue  it,  with  appropriate  internal  treatment, 
until  amendment  takes  place.  Its  effect  is  salutary  and  can 
speedily  be  perceived  ,  and  while  it  seems  to  exercise  a  specific 
influence  upon  the  disease,  it  assists  in  the  separation  of  the 
slough  and  in  promoting  a  healthy  action  of  the  parts.  When 
traumatic  gangrene  occurs  in  persons  of  scrofulous  constitu- 
tions I  have  sometimes,  and  ^  with  excellent  effect,  applied 
.externally  Iodine  ten  drops,  aqua  tepida  five  ounces,  by  means 
of  cloths  saturated  with  the  lotion.  When  the  disease  is  accom- 
panied  by  great  fetor  the  Chloride  of  Lme^  from  its  disinfecting 
properties,  becomes  an  excellent  application,  though  in  most 
cases  the  yeast  poultice  will  be  found  suflicient.  With  regard 
to  internal  treatment  the  range  of  remedies  applicable  to  trau- 
matic gangrene  is  at  best  not  very  extensive,  but  even  of  these 
the  cases  which  I  have  seen  have  required  only  a  part.  I  have, 
up  to  the  present  time,  in  Arsenicum^  Lachesis  and  Iodine,  found 
all  that  I  desired.  The  two  former  I  use  in  the  30th  attenua- 
tion, and  the  last,  generally  in  the  Ist  or  2nd  dec.  From 
the  higher  preparations  of  Arsenicum  and  Lachesis  I  have  seen 
more  decided  effects  than  from  the  lower  which  I  formerly  em- 
ployed, and  in  the  next  case  in  which  I  administer  Iodine  I 
shall  also  prescribe  a  high  preparation. 

Case  1. — On  the  21st  of  December,  1862,  I  received  a  note 
from  an  allopathic  physician  requesting  me  to  visit  Herman  S., 
a  patient  of  his,  suffering  from  gangrene  involving  the  right 
foot  and  ankle.  He  informed  me  that  the  case  was  one  of  long 
standing,  and  that  he  wished  my  opinion  as  to  whether  ampu- 
tation was  necessary,  adding  that  if  on  seeing  the  case  I  thought 
ti  could  be  cured  he  would  willingly  pass  it  over  to  me,  but 
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that  if  my  opinion  should  be  unfavorable,  he  wished  me  to 
assist  him  in  the  operation  and  afterwards  take  charge  of  the 
case.  I  found  the  patient  in  bed,  debilitated  and  emaciated 
from  long  confinement  and  the  severity  of  the  disease.  A  line 
of  demarcation  had  been  established,  below  which  the  limb 
was  one  mass  of  gangrene,  the  bones  exposed  and  the  foot 
black  and  dead.  During  the  course  of  the  previous  winter  he 
had  suffered  from  a  similar  attack,  (both  having  been  produced 
by  exposure  to  intense  cold  while  laboring  on  the  railroad)  in 
which  the  toes  had  sloughed  off,  the  limb  healing  sponte  9ua. 
There  was  ancliylosis  of  the  knee,  the  limb  having  been  always 
retained  in  a  flexed  position.  I  dispatched  word  to  the 
gentleman  having  charge  of  the  case  that,  in  my  opinion,  ampu- 
tation was  the  only  resom*ce.  The  next  day  we  removed  the 
leg  at  its  middle  third  by  the  flap  operation,  and  the  patient 
passed  into  my  hands.  Dilute  Arnica  and  cold  water  were  flie 
only  applications  made  to  the  wound,  (I  was  not  then  acquainted 
with  the  virtues  of  Calendula,)  which  progressed  favorably 
imtil  the  end  of  the  second  week,  when  gangrene  attacked  the 
stump,  involving  the  extremities  of  the  bones,  several  pieces  of 
which  I  removed.  I  now  administered  Arsenicum  60  and 
Iodine  10,  alternately,  every  three  hours,  and  applied  dilute 
Iodine  to  the  stump.  The  effect  was  prompt  and  permanent. 
In  a  week  all  appearances  of  gangrene  had  disappeared,  and 
the  case  terminated  favorably,  the  patient  being  able  to  use  an 
artificial  leg  within  eight  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  operation. 
Case  2. — Frank  H.,  aged  about  eighteen  years,  received  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  forearm,  involving  the  ulna  at  its 
upper  third.  The  patient  had  'been  coupling  cars,  and  the 
accident  occurred  by  his  arm  getting  between  the  bumpers. 
The  wound  was  large  and  lacerated,  and  was  accompanied  by 
considerable  venous  haemorrhage.  Applied  Calendula  to  the 
woimd  and  splints  and  dressings  to  the  fracture.  On  the  second 
day  after  the  accident,  I  found  the  arm^  much  inflamed  and 
swollen,  though  the  patient  complained  of  no  particular  pain. 
From  its  appearance  I  concluded  to  dispense  with  the  splints, 
which  I  had  applied,  in  order  to  be  able  to  treat  the  wound 
more  advantageously,  and  which  I  again  dressed  with  Calendula. 
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Dec.  24th. — Arm  covered  with  large  serous  blisters ;  granu- 
lation commenced ;  wound  puffed  and  emits  a  foul  odor ;  patient 
feels  comfortable.  Applied  Calendula  to  the  arm  and  gave 
Ar^enieum  6  and  Iodine  1,  alternately,  every  four  hours. 

Dec.  28th. — ^Arm  swollen  and  livid ;  fresh  blisters ;  very  bad 
odor  from  wounds;  gangrenous.  Applied  a  yeast  poultice, 
and  gave  Ar%enieum  6  and  Laehem  6,  alternately,  every  three 
Iiours. 

Dec.  30th. — ^Arm  and  hand  less  swollen  and  softer ;  woimd 
puffed,  but  emits  no  smell;  arm  less  livid  and  blisters  healed; 
wound  discharges  very  much.  Continued  poultice  and  gave 
ArMenicum  12  and  Zaehesis  6,  every  three  hours,  alternately. 

Jan  4th. — Arm  still  better ;  no  stnell  from  wound,  which  still 
discharges;  fracture  uniting.  Applied  Arnica  lotion  to  the 
}9Bmi  and  gave  Arsenicum  12,  every  three  hours." 

iFrom  tins  date  the  patient  made  rapid  progress   towards 
TOCOvery,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  the 
'ft^cident,  was  quite  well,  the  fracture  having  united  without 
deformity. 

CaiSe  8. — ^Peter  S.,  a  boy  aged  ten  years,  while  playing  on 
the  railroad,  kicked  a  wedge  from  imder  the  forward  wheel  of 
a  coal  car,  which  being  at  the  time  on  a  descending  grade, 
started,  caught  the  boy  by  the  left  foot,  and  threw  him  down. 
The  flange  of  the  wheel,  passing  along  the  leg,  completely 
denuded  its  outer  side  of  integument  and  muscles.  A  physician 
was  called,  who  said  the  wound  required  "drawing,"  and 
applied  a  IRurgundy  'pitch  plaster^  to  effect  his  purpose.  Three 
days  after  he  decided  that  amputation  was  necessary,  but  a 
gentleman  connected  with  the  road  refused  to  allow  the  opera- 
tion, discharged  the  physician  and  sent  for  me.  Through  his 
kindness  I  was  taken  down  on  an  engine,  (the  place  being  distant 
from  any  station,)  a  privilege,  however  which  I  enjoyed  but 
once  more. 

I  found  the  outer  side  of  the  leg,  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle, 
completely  denuded  and  gangrenous.  No  bones,  however, 
fractured.  I  enveloped  the  leg  in  a  yeast  poultice,  adminis- 
tered Arsenicum  6,  every  tliree  hours,  and  ordered  beef  tea  and 
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milk  punch.  On  my  second  visit,  three  days  afterward,  the 
leg  appeared  more  natm*al,  the  gangrene  having  almost  disap* 
peared.  I  continued  the  Arsenicum  6,  but  applied  Calendula 
instead  of  the  poultice.  After  this  my  visits  ceased.  No  trains 
stopped  at  or  near  the  place,  and,  having  shortly  before  resigned 
my  position  as  surgeon  of  the  road,  I  was  not  in  a  position  to 
ask  for  favors.  The  case,  however,  progressed  well.  The 
father  came  to  me  for  medicine  and  applications,  and  I  had 
hopes  of  saving  the  leg,  although  not  able  to  see  it.  A  new 
complication,  however,  set  in ;  the  boy  persisted  in  flexing  the 
limb  upon  the  thigh  and  retaining  it  in  that  position,  notwith- 
standing my  orders  to  the  contrary.  The  consequence  was  a 
perfect  union  between  the  leg  and  thigh.  After  this  another 
physician  and  myself  visited  him,  and  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion, concluded  to  amputate,  which  we  did  at  the  upper  third 
of  the  thigh.     The  boy  is  now  walking  on  crutches. 

Case  4. — J.  M.,  about  three  weeks  ago,  in  coupling  cars, 
had  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  badly  crushed.  It  was 
almost  pulpified,  the  middle  phalanx  fractured  in  two  places 
and  comminuted.  He  insisted  on  having  it  amputated,  having 
been  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose  by  a  gentleman  who  had  seen 
me  remove  a  finger  injured  in  the  same  way.  I,  however, 
decided  to  save  it,  if  possible,  and  having  reduced  it  somewhat 
to  shape,  enveloped  it  in  cotton  saturated  with  Calendula. 
For  the  first  week  all  went  on  well,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
I  discovered  gangrenous  spots  making  their  appearance,  the 
finger  at  the  same  time  emitting  a  very  bad  smell.  I  gave  him 
two  doses  of  Lachem  30th,  to  be  taken  six  hours  apart,  and 
applied  a  yeast  poultice  to  the  wound.  On  the  second  day 
after,  the  gangrene  had  disappeared,  and  I  again  resumed  the 
Calendula.  The  finger  is  now  well,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
a  scar,  as  comely  as  before. 

Case  6. — Mary  C,  aged  eight  years.  This  patient  (my 
first  of  the  kind)  had  thrust  her  hand  between  the  knives  of  a 
"  cutting-box,"  which  her  brother  was  working  at  the  time. 
The  thumb,  middle,  second  and  fourth  finger,  were  severed, 
the  thumb  and  fourth  finger  at  the  first  articulation,  the  second 
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and  middle  fingers  at  the  second.  The  parts  were  connected 
by  a  mere  shred  of  integument.  Having  replaced  them  by 
sutures  and  adhesive  strips,  I  applied  dilute  arnica.  The  case 
progressed  well,  until  during  the  course  of  the  second  week 
after  removing  the  dressings,  I  discovered  that  gangrene  had 
set  in  and  already  made  considerable  progress.  I  now  made 
constant  applications  of  pounded  ice  and  succeeded  in  saving 
the  thumb  and  forefinger ;  the  fourth  finger  sloughed  off  at  the 
point  of  its  severance,  the  first  articulation,  and  the  middle 
finger,  sin^arly,  healed  nicely  where  it  had  been  severed 
(mid.  artic.)  and  sloughed  off  at  the  first  articulation.  With 
these  exceptions,  the  use  of  the  hand  is  perfect. 

I  add  this  case  to  the  others,  not  as  corroborative  testimony 
to.  my  mode  of  treatment,  but  rather  the  reverse.  Had  I 
treated  it  as  I  have  late  cases,  I  feel  confident  the  hand  would 
have  been  preserved  intact.  The  application  of  ice  or  of  cold 
water  t^  inflamed  or  gangrened  parts  cannot,  I  think,  be  too 
highly  deprecated.  The  ice  I  applied  on  anti-pathic  principles, 
considering  the  condition  of  the  parts  and  the  month,  which 
was  August,  and  intensely  hot.  I  now  think  that  had  I  applied 
only  hot  water,  the  result  might  have  been  much  more 
favorable. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say  (if  an  excuse  be  necessary  for  writing 
what  perhaps  many  already  know,  and  no  doubt  better  than  I,) 
that  profe8»i<mally  I  am  isolated,  having  but  little  opportunity 
of  learning  the  extent  of  the  knowledge  of  others,  and  that  the 
course  of  treatment  I  have  followed  in  traimiatic  gangrene  has 
been  so  entirely  successful  that,  perhaps,  some  may  read  the 
report  of  it  with  profit. 


Nitrous  Oxide  Gas  as  an  An-esthetic. — Bushrod  W.  James, 
M.  D.,  says  :  "  I  have  found  this  agent  a  safe  and  expeditious  one  for 
stirgioal  use,  and  attended  with  fewer  unpleasant  symptoms  from  its 
ansBSthesia,  than  that  of  either  chloroform  or  ether.  I  presume  I  was 
the  first  to  try  its  properties  as  such  an  agent,  among  the  Homceopathic 
surgeons.  I  hope  others  will  make  use  of  it.  I  think  they  will  find 
it  satisfactory." 
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^i%tt\hu^. 


For  the  American  Homceopathic  Obserrer. 
THE    HIGH  BrLXJTION  THEORY  P 


Dr.  E.  a.  Lodge,  Editor  of  Observer — My  Dear  Sir :  I 
ivish  to  respectfully  object  to  an  expression  used  by  Dr.  Hem- 
pel  in  his  courteous  review  of  my  Essays,  in  the  American 
Somceopaihic  Observer  for  March,  1866.  "  The  liigh-dilution- 
iheory^  "the  tenacity  with  which  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  cling  to  the 
^  theory  of  the  so-called  high  potencies,"  are  phrases  used  by  Dr. 
Hempel. 

I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  "  theory*^  in  accordance  with 
which  high  potencies  are  used  or  recommended.  The  evidence 
•cited  in  my  Essay  show  shows  that  those  who  introduced  and 
iihose  who  now  use  the  high  potencies,  were  led  to  do  so  by  the 
-successful  results  of  experiments,  in  the  course  of  which  they 
3)assed  gradually  from  the  use  of  low  potencies  to  the  use  of 
higher  and  still  higher  ones. 

Hahnemann  at  fii'st,  and  for  years,  used  low  potencies.  He 
gradually  increased  the  degree  of  attenuation  to  avoid  what  he 
regarded  as  medicinafl  aggravations.  Coming  in  this  way  to 
use  of  moderately  high  potencies,  he  thought  lie  derived  from 
them,  in  some  cases,  good  effects  which  he  had  failed  to  get 
from  lower  potencies  of  the  same  drug.  Striving  to  account 
fojp  this  apparent  superiority  of  high  potencies  over  lower  ones, 
lie  abandoned  what  is  known  as  the  "  dynamization  theory.^^ 
But  this  "theory"  was  based  on  experiment;  on  observation  of 
the  action  of  high  potencies.  It  was  not  an  n  priori  hypothesis 
which  led  to  the  use  of  high  potencies. 

In  the  same  way  Bonninghausen  gradually  felt  his  way  to 
the  employment  of  high  potencies. 

So,  likewise.  Dr.  Wunnb  of  Vienna,  and  his  colleague  and 
successor.  Dr.  Eidherr,  who  were  (if  I  should  use  Dr.  Hempel's 
phraseology)  "  partisans"  of  the  low  potencies,  began  compara- 
tive experiments  with  different  potencies,  with  the  avowed 
object  of  demonstrating  the  superiority  of  the  low  potencies. 
But  the  published  result  of  their  careful  experiments,  carried 
on  systematically  for  ten  years,  proved,  as  they  expressly  state, 
the  superiority  of  the  higher  potencies  in  the  disease  under 
observation  (pneumonia.^ 

I  state  these  things  m  the  Essay  on  High  Potencies  w|iich 
Dr,  Hempel  reviews  in  a  kindly  spirit,  but  which  I  dare  not 
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flatter  myself  he  has  carefully  read.  I  there  state,  moreover, 
that  I  began  my  own  practice  with  low  potencies^  and  that,  not- 
withstanding abundant  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  high 
potencies,  I  came  very  reluctantly  to  the  use  of  the  latter, 
being  led  thereto  by  experience,  and  in  spite  of  my  theoretical 
prepossessions  against  them. 

In  recent  numbers  of  the  British  Journal  of  Somoeopathy  and 
of  the  London  Monthly  Review^  Dr  Madden  and  others  state, 
as  the  remit  of  their  observations  and  experience^  that  in  certain 
affections  Nitric-acid  30.  cures,  while  Nitric-acid  in  lower  poten- 
cies fails ;  that  Chamomilla  12  acts  where  Chamomilla  3  is 
inert ;  and  the  same  is  stated  of  many  other  drugs  ;  that  China 
30  "in  many  cases,  cured  intermittent  fever  after  lower  dilu- 
tions, and  even  massive  doses,  had  failed."  {L.  M.  JR.,  Feb., 
1866,  p.  112.) 

No  ^^  theory'^  led  to  these  experiments.  Probably  no  one  of 
all  who  have  written  on  the  subject  adopts  Hahnemann's 
dynamization-theory.  Yet  the  philosopher  is  called  upon  to 
account  for  the  action  of  high  potencies  in  cases  where  the  low 
have  failed.  And  Dr.  Dudgeon,  who,  assuredly,  is  what  Dr. 
Hempel  might  call  a  "partisan"  of  the  low  potencies,  admits 
that  the  question  is  by  no  means  free  from  difficulties,  and  is 
not  to  be  summarily  dismissed,  as  some  of  the  massive-dose 
men  would  have  it.     (Lectures  on  Homoeopathy.) 

I  object  then  to  the  allegation  of  a  "theory"  as  the  basis  of 
the  use  of  high  potencies.  Every  one  who  uses  these  potencies 
and  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  bases  his  use  of  them 
upon  experience,  and  is  without  any  well-defined  theory  of 
their  modus  operandi  as  contrasted  with  low  potencies. 

I  have  stated  that  all  whose  names  I  have  cited  as  advocates 
of  the  higher  potencies,  did  previously  use,  exclusively,  the 
low  potencies.  This  was  my  own  case.  Obviously,  then,  I 
would  not  for  a  moment  intend  to  deny  or  diparage  cures  made 
with  the  low  potencies  or  with  massive  doses.  But  I  did  call 
attention  to  the  fact,  as  attested  not  only  by  Hahnemann,  bttt 
also  Wurmb  and  Eidherr,  that  cures  with  the  high  potencies 
are  more  prompt  and  are  less  frequently  attended  by  unpleasant 
complications.  Wlioever  will  do  me  the  honor  to  read  my 
essay  will  notice  that  I  was  carefiil  to  express  my  views  in 
very  guarded  and  moderate  language,  writing  as  follows : 

"  Experience  shows,  that  while  the  majority  of  cases,  both 
acute  and  chronic,  are  cured  more  speedily  by  the  high  than 
by  the  low  potencies,  yet  in  some  cases  the  converse  is  oIk 
served.     No  explanation  of  the  difference  has  been  offered^ 
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nor  can  its  occurrence  be  foreseen  in  any  case.  While,  there- 
fore, the  presumption  in  every  case,  being  in  favor  of  the  high 
potencies,  the  treatment  should  be  begun  with  these ;  neverthe- 
less, should  no  favorable  result  ensue,  recourse  should  be  had 
to  lower  potencies,  provided  always  there  be  a  reasonable  cer- 
tainty that  the  remedy  has  been  rightly  selected."  "The 
question  whether  the  high  potencies  are  more  generally  suc- 
successful  than  the  lower,  and  in  what  proportion  they  are  so, 
is  yet  to  be  determined  by  statistics  drawn  from  methodical 
experiment." 

Is  this  the  language  of  a  "partisan"  who  [refuses  to  believe 
that  low  potencies  cure  ? 

In  the  other  essay  which  Dr.  Hempel  reviews,  I  aimed  to 
show  that  the  teachings  of  the  most  advanced  pathologists  of 
our  day  leads  directly  to  practical  conclusions,  to  which  Hahne- 
mann's great  sagacity  brought  him  fifty  years  ago,  when  path- 
ology was  hardly  known. 

Setting  no  great  store  by  Hahnemann's  philosophy,  I  do  con- 
fess to  a  most  sincere  and  hearty  admiration  of  his  practical 
sagacity,  and  an  earnest  reverence  for  his  unrivalled  powers  of 
observation.  Upon  his  practical  rules  for  treating  the  sick 
was  set  the  seal  of  an  unequalled  success.  Those  who,  coming 
after  him,  have  faithfully  followed  those  rules  have  achieved  a 
corresponding  success.  And  I  conceive  that  to  be  no  unwor- 
thy ambition  (in  one  of  my  tender  years)  which  urges  me  to 
emulate  such  a  success  as  Hahnemann  achieved,  by  following 
the  methods  which  he  has  taught.  If,  while  still  "  in  the  leadistg 
strings  of  my  homoeopathic  childhood,"  I  am,  as  Dr.  Hempel 
encourages  me  to  believe,  "  going  through  the  same  struggle" 
through  which  he  has  passed  in  going  "  beyond  Hahnemann  in 
the  cultivation  of  homoeopathic  science,"  I  earnestly  hope  that, 
when  at  last  I  shall  have  reached  Dr.  Hempel's  age,  and 
attained  that  position  "beyond  Hahnemann"  which  he  occu- 
pies, I  may  be  able  to  justify  my  assumption  of  this  exalted  stch 
tus  by  an  exposition  of  my  doctrine  as  strong  and  as  convinc- 
ing as  Hahnemann's  organon  was ;  by  a  materia  medica  as 
pure,  as  original  and  as  helpful  as  Hahnemann's  was  ;  and  by  a 
success  in  curing  disease  (quickly,  safely  and  pleasantly,)  as  far 
superior  to  Hahnemann's  as  Hahnemann's  was  to  his  allopathic 
colleagues  !  On  this  practical  test^  and  on  this  alone,  should  I 
dare  to  rest  a  claim  to  have  covered  by  a  "  glorious  superstruc- 
ture" the  "  comer-stone"  which  Hahnemann  laid  I  "  So  mote 
itbe.'^  Gabboll  Dunham. 

New  York,  March  12,  1866. 


2^         AHBBIGAN  HOHOBOPATHIO  OBSEBYEB. 


For  the  American  HomoBopatiiic  Obsexrer. 

THE    AMEBIGAK    HTSTITTrrB    OF    HOMCBOPATHY. 


This  organization,  on  account  of  its  age,  the  character  of  the 
men  identified  with  its  history,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  the 
national  body  representing  American  Homoeopathists,  should 
occupy  a  high  rank  among  the  medical  Institutions  of  the  world. 

That  it  does  stand  high,  we  admit,  but  we  do  not  think  its 
position  as  such  as  its  national  character  demands.  As  it  stands 
it  does  not  afford  a  true  criterion  of  the  past  of  Homoeopathy, 
or  of  the  greatness  of  the  future  of  our  school.  Its  sphere  of 
usefulnness  has  not  been  enlarged  from  year  to  year,  nor  have 
the  transactions  of  the  body  increased  in  value  and  importance. 
The  American  Institute  was  organized  over  twenty  years  ago. 
It  was  to  meet  every  year  in  some  important  city  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  expected  that  the  published  Transactions  of 
the  Institute  would  make  a  volume  which  would  be  of  practical 
importance  to  its  members  and  the  profession  at  large.  How 
has  it  been  ?  With  the  exception  of  the  volume  entitled 
*•  Materia  Medica  ot  American  Provings,"  composed  of  the 
Transactions  of  two  years  of  the  Institute,  we  have  nothing  of 
any  real  value  emanating  from  that  body!  There  must  be 
some  reason  for  this  lack  of  useM  material.  It  is  for  the  inte- 
rests of  our  school,  in  this  country,  that  we  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  this  failure.  Is  it  in  the  character  of  the  men  who 
have  made  up  the  society  ?  Some  of  the  very  best  minds  in 
our  school  have  acted  with  the  Institute,  and  we  see  the  imprint 
of  their  talents  in  some  of  the  published  papers.  But  they 
have  been  weighed  down  by  others,  who  have  been  dead 
weights  to  the  society  for  the  last  ten  years.  This,  however,  is 
not  the  real  cause  of  the  disparity  between  the  real  status  of 
the  Institute  and  what  it  ought  to  be.  Is  it  in  the  manner  of 
its  organization  ?  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Institute  is 
composed  of  members  from  every  State,  who  voluntarily 
become  such,  and  attend  the  sessions  of  the  body  when  it  is 
convenient  for  them  to  do  so.  At  some  of  the  sessions,  there- 
fore, the  members  are  composed  of  representatives  of  four  or 
five  only  out  of  the  thirty  or  more  States  and  Territories  of  thp 
Union.  But  few  of  the  Committees  appointed  at  previous 
meetings  ever  give  fiill  reports  on  the  subjects  allotted  to  them, 
and  many  never  report  at  all.  As  a  consequence,  while  every 
Homoeopathic  physician  should  have  upon  his  library  shelves 
bound  volumes  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Institute,  containing 
valuable  reports  on  Materia  Medica,  Practice,  Surgery,  Medical 
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Botany,  etc.,  etc.,  the  only  respectable  volume  obtainable  is 
the  one  above  named ! 

WhAtisthe  remedy?  In  our  humble  opinion  it  is  for  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Institute  to  adopt  the  Report  on  Reorgan- 
ization, presented  at  the  last  meeting,  and  ably  supported  by 
its  Chairman,  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston.  The  main  idea 
embodied  in  the  Report  was  that  the  Institute  should  be  a 
delegated  body.  We  believe  the  time  has  come  for  the  change 
to  be  made,  which  shall  elevate  the  Institute  to  the  dignity  of 
a  National  Representative  Congress,  composed  of  delegates 
jfrom  State,  County,  City  and  District  Societies  ;  also  from  Col- 
leges, Hospitals,  Dispensaries  and  Journals.  To  make  the 
scheme  complete  and  grand  in  its  scope,  next  in  order  to  the 
parent  society  should  come  the  Western  Institute,  (already 
organized,^  an  Eastern,  a  Southern,  and  a  Pacific  Institute; 
after  whicn  come  the  State  and  other  organizations.  In  this 
way  the  representative  men  of  the  profession  would  be  sent  to 
the  National  Organization,  and  the  result  would  be  such  as 
would  shed  lustre  upon  the  Homoeopathic  school  in  this  country 
and  its  Transactions  would  soon  compose  an  Encyclopcedia  of 
Homoeopathic  medicine  and  its  collateral  sciences. 

In  order  to  make  room  for  more  valuable  matter,  we  would 
have  the  business  proceedings  contracted  or  abridged  to  the 
smallest  possible  space,  and  all  wrangles  and  stickling  for  unim- 
portant parliamentary  rules,  should  also  be  unceremoniously 
abridged.  The  Constitution,  By-Laws,  etc.,  should  be  printed 
in  a  separate  volume,  and  never  again  appear  in  the  Transac- 
tions. 

Another  important  reform  is  not  less  imperative,  namely,  in 
the  charactar  of  the  Annual  Addresses.  If  they  are  a  neces- 
sary evil,  let  us  put  them  to  some  practical  use.  We  are 
informed  that  the  yearly  addresses,  in  great  numbers,  lie  in 
dusty  nooks  in  the  offices  of  the  previous  Secretaries  of  the 
Institute.  The  reason  is  evident.  The  time  for  so-called 
popular  addresses,  by  which  to  aid  in  the  spread  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, has  gone  by.  It  is  a  fact  patent  to  every  practical, 
observing  Homoeopathic  physician,  that  people  do  not  become 
converts  to  our  system  by  reading  such  productions.  They 
care  little  or  nothing  for  principles  and  doctrines.  The  main 
and  only  question  is,  and  will  ever  be :  Is  the  practice  success- 
ful? The  annular  address  before  the  Institute  should  be 
written  upon  some  practical  subject  connected  with  medicine  ; 
an  elucidation  of  some  point  of  importance  connected  with 
the  future  prosperity  and  progress  of  Homoeopathy.  If  the 
orator  wishes  to  write  an  address  for  popular  reading,  let  him 
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embody  in  it  Buch  facts  and  statistics  as  will  carry  conviction  to 
the  minds  of  the  readers,  but  an  address  of  fulsome  laudation 
of  our  own  school,  or  denunciation  of  opposite  systems — never. 

Amemcus. 

« 

For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
A  FBW    STTGaESTIONS. 


The  coming  season  is  likely  to  prove  one  of  great  interest  to 
the  medical  profession.  Conventions,  Associations  and  Insti- 
tutes are  destined,  probably,  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Sev- 
eral of  our  large  cities  will  doubtless  be  visited  by  formidable 
delegations  of  the  " leading  doctors^  of  the  country,  and  it 
will  be  incumbent  upon  the  resident  physicians  of  those  cities 
to  furnish  all  necessary  accommodations.  Allow  me,  therefore, 
to  give  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  have  these  things  in  charge 
a  few  words  of  advice,  based  upon  a  pretty  extensive  experience 
in  visiting  all  sorts  of  medical  conventions. 

In  the  first  place,  you  are  to  avoid  the  regular  meetings  of 
the  association  as  much  as  possible,  lest  the  members  might 
think  your  medical  business  was  very  small.  As  you  are  to 
provide  for  the  wants  of  tl^e  convention,  remember  that  a  good 
hall  is  of  the  least  consequence.  Anything  will  do  in  that 
line,  no  matter  how  hot  or  noisy.  But  it  is  a  prime  necessity 
that  you  have  on  hand  a  stock  of  wine,  beer  and  cigars,  which 
on  all  possible  occasions  you  are  to  press  upon  the  members. 
If  you  have  any  public  institutions  take  the  members  to  view 
them,  and  supply  them  with  all  necessary  eatables  and  drinka- 
bles, and  you  may  rest  assured  that  they  will  report  favorably, 
of  your  liberality  at  least. 

In  short,  keep  the  convention  on  the  move,  sight-seeing. 
Give  them  only  short  forenoons  and  brief  afternoons  for  busi- 
ness. It  is  of  more  importance  that  they  spend  the  time  look- 
ing at  your  city,  your  offices  and  fine  residences.  Close  up  the 
whole  affair  with  a  grand  banquet  that  will  be  sure  to  cost  you 
more  than  the  sustaining  of  a  first-class  medical  journal  for  one 
year.  Finally,  as  the  entertainment  is  yours,  it  is  expected 
that  you  will  figure  pretty  extensively  in  all  reports  of  proceed- 
ings. Let  it  appear  that  you  made  all  the  leading  speeches 
and  responded  to  all  the  principal  toasts,  as  it  will  redound  to 
your  credit  when  it  comes  out  in  your  city  papers.  I  might 
mention  other  points,  but  they  are  secondary.  It  matters  little 
how  meager  a  volume  of  reports  is  gotten  up,  how  few  dia- 
cussions  are  held,  how  little  is  developed  in  a  medical  way.  It 
is  the  chief  thing  that  you  show  the  convention  that  you  know 
how  to  have  "  a  good  time  generally.^'  Medicus. 
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fml  Mniitt^y  tit. 


The  New  England  Medical  Gazette  ;  a  monthly  Journal  of  Ho- 
moBopathic  medicine,  surgery,  and  the  collateral  sciences.  Edited 
by  H.  C.  Angell,  M.  D.  Published  by  the  N.  E.  Medical  Gazette 
Association. 

This  new  candidate  for  professional  support  is  a  neatly  printed 
and  well  edited  octavo  of  24  pages,  published  monthly,  at  $2  per 
annum. 

Text-book  of  Materia  Medioa,  by  A.  Lippe,  M.  D.  Philadelphia : 
A.  J.  Tafel,  Publisher. 

The  first  part  of  this  valuable  work  has  been  recently  issued, 
printed  clearly,  on  good  paper,  144  pages  octavo,  at  $1.  The  whole 
work  is  to  be  completed  in  five  parts,  and  we  hope  our  readers  gene- 
rally will  subscribe  for  it.  We  will  supply  *' Lippe* s  Materia 
Medica,**  and  *' IIaie*s  New  Remedies"  at  $1.76  for  one  part  of  each. 

New  Bemedies  ;  their  pathogenetic  effects  and  therapeutical  applica- 
tion in  Homoeopathic  practice ;  by  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  Adjunct 
Profesdor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  etc.,  etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
Part  I. 

The  first  part  of  this  work,  just  issued,  contains  the  following 
remedies  : — ^sculus  glabra,  iBsculus  hippocastanum,  Agave  ameri- 
cana,  Aletris  farinosa,  Alnus  rubra,  Ampelopsis  quinquefolia,  Apocy- 
num  cannabinum,  Apocynum  androsemifolium,  Aralia  racemosa, 
Ajrum  triphyllum,  Asarum  canadense,  Asclepias  incarnata,  Asclepias 
syriaca,  Asclepias  tuberosa,  Baptisia  tinctoria,  Cactus  grandiflorus. 

As 'the  work  has  been  entirely  re-written  and  enlarged,  adding 
some  twenty  remedies,  it  will  be  useful  to  those  who  have  the  first 
edition.  As  the  work  is  published  by  us,  we  shall  let  words  of  com- 
mendation come  from  others. 

Begarding  the  first  edition,  Prof.  Hempel  wrote,  for  preface  to  vol- 
ume I.  of  his  Materia  Medica :  "  Before  this  second  volume  had  left 
the  press,  Dr.  Hale's  *  New  Bemedies  *  were  given  to  the  American 
profession  as  a  welcome  addition  to  our  materia  medica.  To  the 
numerous  expressions  of  gratification  with  which  this  work  has  been 
received  by  the  physicians  of  our  school,  I  am  happy  to  add  my  own 
feeble  accents  of  praise,  and  my  warmest  wishes  that  the  diligent 
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research  and  indastry  displayed  in  Dr.  Hale'e  Yolame,  will  be  met 
on  the  part  of  oar  profession,  by  a  most  attentive  perusal  of  its 
pages,  and  a  carefal  appropriation  to  the  wants  of  the  sick,  of  the 
many  valuable  facts  and  suggestions  presented  by  the  author.'' 

Special  Notice.— AW  provings,  clinical  cases,  etc.,  relative  to  the 
new  remedies,  after  the  letter  E,  if  sent  in  soon,  will  appear  in  the 
second  edition.     Second  part  will  appear  in  May, 

The  Daily  Post. — An  excellent  newspaper,  the  publication  of 
which  was  recently  commenced  at  Detroit,  under  the  editorial 
leadership  of  Carl  Shurz.  The  following  features  will  commend 
themselves  to  our  fraternity :  Quack  medicine  advertisements  are 
excluded^  the  leading  editorials  appear  in  large  type,  showing  that 
eyesight  is  valued  ;  the  form  is  octavo,  (eight  pages,  i5x22  inches.) 
The  publishing  company  have  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  under  able 
control  it  will  doubtless  be  a  decided  success.  ' 

Bond-Street  Homeopathic  Dispfnsary,  New  York. — This 
institution;  under  the  management  of  its  founder  and  manager.  Otto 
Fullgraff,  M.  D.,  aided  by  a  corps  of  well  qualified  assistants,  is  still 
prospering.  During  the  year  ending  Feb.  1, 1866,  24,086  cases  were 
treated,  41,160  prescriptions  given,  8,123  out-door  visits  made,  with 
a  mortality  of  70  only. 

The  work  is  a  noble  one  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  that  it  is 
receiving  liberal  support.  The  State  of  New  York  contributes  $1000 
and  the  same  amount  is  appropriated  by  the  city,  and  over  another 
thousand  dollars  by  private  individuals,  in  subscriptions  of  $25,  $20, 
$10  and  $5  each. 


»  ♦  < 


SOCIETIES--WHEN    AND    WHERE    THEY     MEET.— 1866. 


Miami  Homcepaihic  Medical  Association  meets  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
May  3d,  1866 

The  **  Canadian  Institute  of  Homjo^pathy  "  convenes  at  Hamilton, 
Wednesday,  May  9th,  1866. 

The  ^^  Illinois  HonuEopoithic  Association,'*  at   Chicago,  May  16th. 

The   "  Western  Institute  of   Homasopathy  "   at   Cleveland,   on 
Wednesday,  May  23,  1866. 

The   "  American  Institute  of  Homooepathy  '*  at   Pittsburgh,  on 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  1866. 

Pennsylvania  Horruzopathic  Medical  Society,   first  meeting   at 
Pittsburgh,  Tuesday,  June  5, 1866. 


AMBKICAN    HOMOEOPATHIC   OBSBKVBR.         247 

The  "  Homcsopathic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio*'  at  Columbus,  Tues- 
day, June  12th. 

The  •*  Michigan  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  "  at  Detroit,  on  Tues- 
day, June  19,  1866.  Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  '*  Massachusetts  Homcsopathic  Society, '^Axxmxdl  Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  lO. 

The  Nort?i- Western  Prover's  Association,  on  Friday,  Nov,  13, 
1866,  at .  J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Rec,  Sec. 

The  "  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,'*  at  LaCrosse, 
Wednesday,  Nov.  21,  1866. 

New  Hampshire  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  at ,  Jan.  20. 

J.  H  Gallinger,  Secretarji  Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society^  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867. 

H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st,  Albany. 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 
names  and  addresses,  with  dates  and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of 
proceedings,  &e.] 


•  ♦  •■ 


mmA 


BIggar.— Hamilton  F.  Biggar,  M.  D.,  late  of  Brantford,  C.  W.,  has 
been  appointed  Adjunct  Professor  of  Surgery  at  the  Cleveland 
Homoeopathic  College.  He  is  a  young  man  of  decided  talent  and  will 
doubtless  become  a  successful  teacher. 

Bart. — Dr.  W.  H.  Burt  is  the  recipient  of  a  very  flattering  and 
merited  notice  in  the  article  by  Dr.  W.  S.  Searle,  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Sosiety.  Dr.  Burt's  labors  are 
widely  appreciated,  and  his  self-sacrifices,  in  drug-pro vings,  give  him 
a  high  place  among  the  followers  of  Hahnemann* 

DrakCf — J.  W.  Drake,  M.  D.,  succeeds  Dr.  Thompson  at  Augusta, 
Maine. 

Duncan* — T.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  will  practice  with  Dr. 
Davis,  at  59  Clark-street,  Chicago,  Ills. 

CatchclK— Henry  T.  F.  Gatchell.  M.  D.,  (son  of  Prof.  Gatchell,) 
has  formed  a  copartnership  with  Dr.  John  Gridley,  at  Kenosha,  Wise. 

Dale* — Dr.  Hale  writes  us  that  he  has  ready  for  publication  an 
elaborate  paper,  ^Written  nearly  a  year  ago,  entitled  "A  New  Pharma- 
ceutical Process/'  which  has  for  its  subject  the  preparation  of  tritu- 
rations from  mother  tinctures.  The  paper  will  bo  illustrated  by 
descriptions  of  microscopical  appearances  of  such  triturations.  He 
claims  for  these  preparations  superior  power  and  efficacy.  We  hope 
the  subject  will, be  fully  and  carefully  investigated. 

Harrington^ James  C.  Harrington,  M.  D.,  is  about  opening  an 
Electro-Thermai-Bath  Cure  at  Detroit. 


I, 
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Hut* — F.  G.  Hant»  M.  J),,  formerly  of  Brookline,  Mass.,  has 
located  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Being  a  well-read  physician,  of  large 
experience,  of  moral  worth  and  gentlemanly  bearing,  we  expect  that 
he  will  be  eminenjbly  successful. 

Jatksra* — B.  F.  Jackson,  M.  D.  proposes  to  locate  at  Bothwell, 
Canada  West.       ^ 

OtaiSted.— G.  G.  Olmsted'  M.  D.,  has  located  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.  He 
has  been  a  very  successful  practitioner,  and  we  are  glad  that  his 
health  permits  him  to  resume  the  active  duties  of  the  profession. 

Pallll6r* — Geo.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  of  East  Hamilton,  Madison  co., 
N.  Y.,  will  contribute  to  the  Observer  reports  of  cases  treated  with  a 
single  one  of  the  new  remedies. 

Seeleyt — J.  E.*  Seeley,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  has 
located  permanently  in  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

Snlthv — ^Dr.  D.  S.  Smith,  of  Chicago,  President  of  Hahnemann 
Medical  CoUegei  will  start  for  a  prglracted  visit  to  Europe,  in  a  short 
time. 

Thompson* — W.L.  Thompson,  M.D.,ha8  removed  to  Augusta,  Me. 

Trippi — Moses  E.  Tripp,  M.  D.,  goes  to  Waterbury,  Cpnn.,  to 
attend  to  th«  praotaoe  of  Dr.  E.  G.  Knight,  who  was  recently  injured 
by  being  thrown  out  of  his  carriage. 

WIlSOL-^Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson,  of  the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic 
College,  being  satisfied  of  the  utility  of  the  Electro-Thermal  Baths, 
in  the  treatment  of  many  diseases,  has  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Fetin  for  their  manufacture. 

Deferred  Articles. 


Notice  of  the  Medical  Department  BaMimn  Place  Some  for  Idttle 
Wanderers^  by  0.  S.  Sanders,  M.  D.,  Homoeopathic  Physician 

On  the  Dose. 

Gelseminum  in  Spe^'m^torrhcca, 

Ferrum  iodatum  in  Retroversio  uteri, 

Argentum  nitrioum  in  Atropy  of  the  penis, 

Colocynthis  in  Paraphimosis. 

Philadelphia  Homoeopathic  Society. 

Somoeopaihic  Society  of  Ei^ie  Co,,  J^.  Ti 

Michigan  State  University, 

A  Plan. 

Can  Allopathic  authorities  be  quoted. 

Atrophia  muscolurum  progressiva. 

JSbmosopathic  statistics. 

Reply  to  **  A  Look  Ahead.*'  > 

Apocynum  cannabinum. — Bronchitis. — Staphyloma  purvlenta, — 
Plantago  major. — Phytolacca  decandra. — Importance  of  pathological 
indications. — My  first  steps, — Dysentery. — Reply  to  Dr.  Hempel,  etc, 
JV.  W.  Sunderlin,  M,  D,,  on  JSlsculus  h. 


Erratum.— Page   164,  (April,   1866,)    17th  line,  read  "  book:' 
instead  of  front. 


^nimts. 


» ♦  * 


For  the  American  Homoeopathio  Obserrer, 
THE    BENEFICENCE    OF    THE    MEDICAL    PROFESSION. 


BY   JOHN    S.  LINSLEY,  M.  D* 


When  we  survey  the  great  •changes  that  have  marked  the 
history  of  civilization,  of  the  many  themes  presented  for  our 
consideration  in  tlie  vast  picture  spread  out  feefore  us,  no  sub- 
ject, save  that  which  relates  to  man's  immortality,  stands  forth 
80  pre-eminently  as  that  pertaining  to  the  physical  condition  of 
our  race ;  and  among  all  the  grand  agencies  instituted  through 
the  inspiration  of  Benevolence,  for  the  amelioration  of  human 
suffering,  none  is  designed  to  attain  a  higher  degree  of  benefi- 
cence than  the  Medical  Profession.  The  physician  stands  in 
the  foremost  rank  of  useful  men.  He  is  the  philanthropist 
whose  benefactions  shield  his  fellow-man  from  the  terrors  of 
disease,  lengthen  life,  and  augment  the  world's  haj|piness. 

Since  the  earliest  generations  many  of  the  greatest  intellects 
have  devoted  their  lives  to  discover  a  way  by  which  the  anguish 
of  sickness  might  be  alleviated,  the  spread  of  pestilence  pre- 
cluded, and  mankind  brought  to  the  grave  in  the  full  ripeness 
of  the  years  allotted  by  the  Almighty  to  the  period  of  human 
life. 

What  success  has  attended  their  labors  the  records  of  history 
show.  For  nearly  three  thousand  years  Medicine  has  ranked 
among  the  learned  professions,  and  physicians  have  been  uni- 
versally honored  and  respected,  and  not  unfrequently  regarded 
with  superstitious  reverence. 

The  physician  of  to-day,  in  reviewing  the  conflicting  theories 
of  the  past,  however  he  may  estimate  their  influence,  must  give 

♦  Valedictory  Address  N.  Y.  Horn.  Med,  College. 

1*     June. 
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due  consideration  to  the  ideas  of  the  great  men  who  labored 
for  his  instruction  and  the  world's  good.  Their  voices  come  to 
us  through  the  centuries,  and  we  may  discern  the  truths  they 
uttered,  separate  from  the  discordant  strife  of  their  time. 
There  are  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Paracelsus,  Harvey  and  Syd- 
enham and  a  numerous  host,  each  in  his  life  linking  his  name 
with  the  records  of  imperishable  thought.  Though  the  contri- 
'  butions  they  made  to  science  are  among  the  choicest  treasures 
of  human  knowledge,  yet  they  sought  in  vain  for  a  guiding  prin- 
ciple universal  in  its  application  to  the  treatment  of  disease. 
like  the  stars  that  appear  through  flying  clouds  in  the  dark- 
ness, they  each  gave  his  tribute  to  disperse  the  gloom  of  the 
night  of  ignorance  that  overshadowed  the  world.  But  how 
like  the  rising  sun  was  the  advent  of  Hahnemann,  the  inter- 
preter of  that  gr^t  principle  in  the  cure  of  disease  by  which 
medicine  became,  as  it  were,  an  exact  science  I  Well  may  it 
be  called  the  greatest  discovery  ever  revealed  to  the  medical 
world. 

The  doctrines  which  Hahnemann  taught  are  founded  upon 
an  immutable  law  of  Creation,  and  confirmed  by  the  observa- 
tion and  experience  of  thousands  of  the  devotees  of  Science. 

Though  he  lived  in  the  generation  that  has  but  just  passed 
away,  the  achievements  of  his  labors  are  so  great,  resulting  in 
the  entire  Modification  or  abolition  of  hitherto  prevailing 
methods,  and  such  an  abatement  of  mortality  and  disease  as  to 
brighten  all  our  hopes  of  the  world's  future. 

However  much  good  may  have  been  accomplished  by  the 
ancient  paethods  of  treatment,  it  is  a  fact  of  which  we  are  well 
assured  that  the  Homoeopathic  system,  under  all  conditions,  has 
achieved  far  happier  results. 

Being  an  agency  conducive  to  the  cure  of  many  maladies 
hitherto  deemed  incurable  or  fatal,  it  deserves  to  be  cherished 
with  the  utmost  zeal  and  fidelity. 

The  excellence  and  humanity  of  this  advanced  philosophy 
are  exemplified  in  its  history.  We  advocate  its  principles, 
therefore,  not  that  they  have  been  condemned  by  the  envy  and 
wrath  of  ignorant  and  indolent  prejudice,  but  because  they  ai*e 
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of  vital  consequence  to  the  millions  who  inhabit  this  world  of 
disease  and  death. 

The  worst  enemies  medical  science  has  to  encounter  are 
among  those  who  should  be  its  best  friends. 

There  are  many  who  have  made  great  advancement  in  some 
of  the  auxiliary  sciences,  who  still  hold  to  the  random,  uncer- 
tain and  empirical  prescriptions ;  who  narcotize,  purge,  blister 
and  bleed,  to  the  detriment  of  health  and  hazard  of  life*. 
Thousands  are  each  year  sent  from  medical  schools  whose  mis-, 
sion  seems  to  be,  to  nauseate  and  disgust  their  unfortunate 
patients  with  all  manner  of  ill-smelling,  ill-behaving  drugs, 
and  to  decry  and  slander  those  who  are  brave  enough  to  advo- 
cate a  better  philosophy.  Even  if  the  principles  we  profess 
had  accomplished  no  more  than  the  removal  of  those  practices 
which  produce  discomfort,  they  would  merit  the  approval  of 
all  intelligent- persons. 

Through  their  guidance,  not  only  has  that  which  was  perni- 
cious and  destructive  been  abolished,  but  by  means  delightful 
for  gentleness,  the  sick  have  been  restored  to  health  and  the 
duration  of  human  life  extended. 

Though  medical  reform  has  greatly  prospered,  its  beneficence 
is  seriously  retarded  by  gigantic  evils  that  prevail  in  conse- 
quence of  the  erroneous  teaching  of  the  Past. 

The  many  nostrums  that  pretenders  everywhere  extol  are  the 
natural  fruit  of  the  imscientific  practices  of  a  former  age. 

The  hypochondriac  who  has  swallowed  every  combination 
of  physic;  who  has  been  saturated  with  wHisky  and 
stupefied  with  opium ;  who  has  devoured  all  the  salts  and  alka- 
lies known  to  the  chemist,  next  turns  to  the  "  Metaphysical 
Discoveries  of  Mrs.  Brown,"  and  the  "Bitters"  of  "Aunt 
Charity."  And  the  poor  invalid,  who  has  "suflFered  many 
things  of  many  physicians,"  resorts  to  similar  sources  only  to 
find  that  they  add  to  his  sorrows  and  make  life  a  mockery  and  a 
cheat.  What  though  the  massive  rocks  are  overlaid  with  theh' 
legion  names  and  every  fair  landscape  is  marred  by  their  glaring 
placards  !  What  though  they  make  our  public  journals,  which 
ought  alone  to  be  the  organs  of  truth  and  beneficence,  an  agency 
of  the  most  shameless  imposition  and  crime  1     Are  they  not 
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ibncdeted  aft^  the  methods  of  ancient  pharmacy  and  vended 
by  "all  respectable  druggists?"  Are  they  not  recommended 
by  the  repres^itability,  by  "  distinguished  citizens,'*  and  even 
clergymen  of  high  standing  ?  And  do  they  not  sometimes  get 
into  "  regular  "  prescriptions  ?  These  prolific  sources  of  mis- 
cMef  can  only  be  prohibited  by  that  enlightened  public  senti- 
ment which  results  from  a  higher  standard  of  popular  education. 

The  advanced  wing  of  the  medical  army  must  battle  with  all 
adverse  elements  until  the  work  is  accomplished.  The  advan- 
tages already  attained  are  most,  encouraging;  thousands  of 
physicians  have  been  converted  to  the  genial  tnith ;  colleges 
established ;  able  medical  journals  published,  and  tne  new 
doctrine  extended  over  Christendom.  It  sheds  its  light  of 
beneficence  in  effiilgent  beams  over  the  nations,  streaming 
down  the  future  with  a  glory  that  seems  divine  !  Its  influence 
is  in  harmony  with  every  good  cause.  Men  of  every  class  and 
condition  have  been  blest  by  its  power.  The  busy  interests  of 
Ckmmierce  have  acknowledged  its  claim,  and  the  patrons  of 
Hctooeopathy  are  even  known  by  the  small  premium  of  their 
life  Insurance  Policies ! 

May  we  not  hope  soon  to  see  tlie  removal  of  those  odious 
preclusions  that  shut  out  reform  from  the  great  public  chari- 
ties of  New  York  and  the  early  establishment  of  Homoeopathy 
in  her  public  hospitals. 

It  required  the  fearful  scourge  of  Cholera  to  give  Homceo- 
pathy  a  legal  foothold  in  Vienna ;  but  surely  a  similar  visita- 
tion here  will  not  be  necessary  to  its  oflScial  recognition  and 
promulgation  in  this  great  metropolis  and  throughout  our  wide, 

free  country. 

There  is  no  principle  relative  to  the  physical  or  moral  welfare 
of  man  that  does  not  directly  interest  the  physician.  He  is 
not  only  the  conservator  of  health  and  life,  but  'the  reformer  of 
public  opinion  and  the  advocate  of  a  purer  civilization. 

Witness  that  blighting  curse  which  so  destroys  the  happiness 
of  human  life.  Who  can  depict  the  woe,  crime,  and  death 
consequent  to  that  direful  disease,  the  mania  for  intoxicating 
drinks  f  It  is  time  the  medical  profession  were  aroused  to  their 
duty  in  the  reformation  of  this  evil.     The  morbid  public  senti 
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ment  that  prevails  on  this  subject,  having  been  fostered,  in  a 
great  measure,  by  the  practice  of  the  profession,  the  necessity 
is  upon  all  who  aspire  to  be  worthy  of  their  high  calling,  to 
address  themselves  to  the  removal  of  a  malady  whose  victims 
outnumber  those  of  all  the  plagues  and  fevers  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  No  physician  can  be  ignorant  of  the  need  of  his 
personal  influence  against  the  criminal  use  of  Alcohol,  and  he 
should  teach  as  one  having  authority. 

The  truths  of  physiology  should  live  in  the  cod  science  of 
the  guardian  of  health,  that  he  may  compel  obedience  to 
knowledge  and  reason. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  when  it  were  so  responsible  a 
calling  to  be  a  professor  of  the  healing  art  as  now.  To  live  in 
an  era  so  prolific  of  discovery  and  useftil  invention  as  the  pres- 
ent may  well  'be  esteemed  a  grand  privilege.  And,  to  us 
Americans,  who  have  witnessed  as  the  result  of  the  war  now 
closed,  the  triumph  of  liberty  in  the  preservation  of  National 
Union  and  the  abolition  of  Slavery,  the  future  seems  full  of 
richest  promise.  Among  all  the  benign  influences  to  follow 
such  an  achievement,  let  medical  reform  receive  a  fresh 
impetus. 

With  the  extension  of  education,  society  is  testing  to  the 
utmost  the  culture,  acquisitions  and  efficiency  of  medical  men. 
They  are  required  to  compass  in  their  knowledge  the  whole 
range  of  natural  science ;  to  ascertain  the  origin  and  nature  of 
every  malady  ;  to  modify  and  control  the  power  of  pestilential 
epidemics  ;  to  investigate  the  most  profound  problems  of  men- 
tal and  moral  philosophy,  and  reveal  the  hidden  springs  of 
life's  mystery. 

The  beneficence  of  the  profession  must  be  co-ordinate  with 
the  advancement  of  knowledge. 

The  generosity  and  benevolence  of  medical  men  has  ever 
been  most  praiseworthy.  With  what  devotion  have  they 
sought  to  befriend  the  poor,  seeking  no  reward  save  the  sweet 
consciousness  ot  humanity.  Though  struggling  with  poverty, 
neglect  and  contumely,  they  are  ever  ready  to  extend  aid  to 
the  needy  and  suffering.  In  times  of  pestilence,  with  what 
self-renunciation  have  they  met  the  most  appalling  dangers  I 
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How  many  noble  examples  of  martyrdom  adorn  the  annala  of 
medical  hifltoiy  I 

But  the  demands  for  a  higlier  standard  of  professional  excel- 
lence are  imperative.  With  deeper  intellectaal  and  moral  cul- 
ture; with  unity  of  purpose  and  harmony  of  action;  the 
profession  will  yet  achieve  an  infinitely  superior  usefulness. 

If  physicians  fully  realized  the  importance  of  their  position 
in  the  scale  of  human  professions,  they  would  unitedly  engage 
in  those  reforms  which  ought  to  be  accomplished,  and  secure 
for  themselves  all  the  rewards  which  a  world  blessed  by  their 
beneficence  should  gratefully  bestow. 

To  be  a  minister  of  comfort  in  the  gloomy  chamber  of  suf- 
fering; to  speak  healing  words  when  the  strong  man  has 
become  weak ,  to  be  the  constant  friend  of  every  afficted  son 
and  daughter  of  Adam,  is  a  mission  which  an  archangel  might 
covet. 

To  the  physician  it  is  given  to  invite  delicious  rest  to  the 
hard  couch  of  pain ;  to  assuage  the  sorrows  of  maternity  and 
enhance  the  blessedness  of  the  mother's  joy ;  to  light  the  glow 
of  health  on  the  faded  cheek  and  recall  vigor  to  the  wasted 
frame  ;  to  dispel  the  visions  of  delirium,  and  soothe  with  gentle 
sleep  the  anguish  of  the  troubled  mind  ;  to  bring  sympathy  to 
the  darkened  house  where  grief  sits,  and  revive  hope  in  the 
dreary  abode  of  despair. 

And,  finally,  as  that  hour  approaches  when  science  must 
become  powerless,  and  the  physician  lays  aside  his  battered 
shield, — ^it  being  no  longer  a  protection  from  the  shafts  of  the 
grim  monster — then  to  him  it  is  still  given  to  administer  the 
consolations  of  religion,  and  point  to  the  Great  Physician  who 
can  transform  the  dark  passage  of  the  grave  into  the  bright 
portals  of  Paradise,  and  cause  death  to  be  but  the  blissful 
transition  from  earthly  sorrows  to  the  immortal  glories  and 
eternal  beatitudes  of  Heaven. 

VALEDICTORY — TO  THE   COLLEGE   FACULTY. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  regret  we  speak  parting  words  to  our 
instructors.  You  have  led  us  into  the  wide  fields  of  a  noble 
science,  and  revealed  to  us  its  hidden  paths.     You  have  guided 


AMERICAN  HOMOEOPATHIC   OBSERVER.         266 

TIB  up  to  the  mountain  peaks  of  discovery,  and  from  those 
serene  heights  directed  our  vision  over  vast  continents  toward 
an  undiscovered  world  beyond. 

Spreading  before  our  view  the  chart  of  experience  for  a 
guide  in  the  devious  labor  of  coming  years,  and  showing  us  the 
beneficence  of  our  sacred  calling,  you  have  inspired  us  with 
stronger  hops  and  purer  aspiration  for  future  good.  At  all 
times  you  have  watched  over  our  interests  and  sought  our  wel- 
fare with  paternal  tenderness  and  devotion.  The  debt  of  love 
and  gratitude  which  we  owe  we  can  only  strive  to  pay  by  an 
affectionate  remembrance  of  your  abiding  interest  in  our  suc- 
cess, and  by  patient,  unyielding  efforts  to  emulate  your 
example. 

Though  we  would  linger  where  we  have  spent  so  many 
precious  hours,  yet  we  gladly  accept  the  serious  duties  of  our 
profession. 

In  parting  we  can  but  feebly  express  the  earnest  desire  of 
our  hearts  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Alma  Mater,  anticipating 
for  her  a  glorious  future. 

May  the  Divine  Being  grant  you  length  of  years  and  an 
eternal  reward  when  life's  toils  are  ended. 

We  bid  you  farewell ! 

TO  THE   GRADUATING   CLASS. 

Classmates : — ^We  must  now  exchange  our  pleasant  college- 
days  for  the  serious  responsibilities,  the  persistent  study  and 
toil  of  a  physician's  life.  Our  profession  has  a  charm  that  will 
ever  impel  us  to  seek  for  its  highest  attainments.  From  our 
childhoftd,  when  we  began  to  learn  wondrous  lessons  in  Nature, 
to  the  present  hour,  we  have  had  an  increasing  love  for  all  her 
realms  of  beauty  and  truth. 

But  human  life,  with  its  varied  powers,  its  growth  and 
decay,  its  health  and  disease,  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  pleasures 
and  pains,  and  its  final  dissolution,  has  claimed  our  abiding 
interest.  Let  us  devote  our  energies  to  this  sphere  of  thought, 
that  we  may  contribute  to  increase  and  widely  extend  the  ben- 
efits of  our  calling.  To  this  let  us  perpetually  consecrate  our 
lives. 

During  the  years  of  our  student-life  we  have  had  an  experi- 
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ence  that  will  be  treasured  in  our  memories  with  sacred  regard. 
Happy  is  the  man  who  cherishes  the  recollections  of  his  youth. 
Thrice  happy  shall  we  be  if  in  om*  several  fields  of  labor  we 
cultivate  those  fraternal  relations  that  have  begun  in  our  inter- 
course as  classmates. 

^  We  go  to  meet  the  trials  of  an  earnest  life  with  high  aspira- 
tions  and  ardent  hopes.  In  our  deportment  let  us  heed  the 
wise  counsel  of  those  who  have  had  long  experience  with  the 
world.  And  also  may  we  possess  such  independence  of  thought 
and  action  as  to  preclude  that  blind  reverence  for  the  past 
which  has  ever  been  a  baneful  hindrance  to  progressive  attain- 
ment. Let  us  act  in  accordance  with  the  principles  we  have 
proved,  that  we  discard  those  personal  habits  that  are  disgrace- 
ful to  any  physician. 

If  we  are  animated  by  the  sweet  influences  of  Christianity, 
we  shall  live  before  all  men  as  teachers  of  virtue.  Our  exam- 
ple must  have  a  power  over  the  mind  of  many  a  youth.  Let 
us  possess  honor  and  self-respect,  ever  seeking  the  attainment 
of  that  cultijre  and  excellence  of  character  that  shall  render 
our  influence  an  element  of  strength  in  society. 

Perhaps  I  should  be  regarded  as  neglectful  of  a  traditionary 
privilege  unless  I  allude  to  our  fiiture  domestic  relationship.  It 
has  been  said  by  a  wise  observer  that  the  medical  profession, 
from  earliest  times,  has  been  the  favored  of  the  fairer  and  more 
excellent  part  of  creation.  Judging  from  history,  and  regard- 
ing the  general  proclivities  of  medical  men,  it  may  not  be 
necessary  to  advise  you  to  enter  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 
May  you  all  receive  and  worthily  cherish  that  last  best  gift  of 
Heaven,  a  good  wife. 

With  all  the  incentives  given  us  to  achieve  and  dispense  hap- 
piness, let  us  so  labor  that  our  united  work  may  live  after  us. 

Like  the  branches  of  that  famous  Indian  tree,  which  departing 
from  the  mother  stem  each  becomes  a  living  trunk,  until  a 
wide  forest  of  beauty  and  strength  is  seen ;  so  may  we  exert 
an  influence  that  shall  take  root  and  flourish  around  the  parent 
tree  of  our  Alma  Mater,  ever  extending  in  Eden-like  benefi- 
cence. Let  us  so  fulfill  our  mission  that  we  receive  the  Divine 
approval,  and  meet  again  in  a  better  sphere. 
We  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell  I 
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lltartiti  jjf  ^Mtim. 


For  the  American  HomoBopathic  Obscrrer. 

IBIS    VEBBICOIiOB    JJH    SKIN    DISEASES. 


BY  W.  H.  BCJRT,  M.  D.,   OP  LINCOLN,  ILLS. 


Feb.  19th,  1865. — I  was  called  to  treat  a  little  boy  and  babe 
who  for  the  last  month  had  been  suffering  with  the  itch.  The 
eruption  for  the  first  day  is  vesicular,  but,  after  that,  becomes 
pustular.  Some  of  the  pustules  are  half  an  inch  in  diameter. 
The  boy  has  the  eruption  on  his  arms,  back,  nates,  and  left 
knee.  The  eniption  on  the  babe  is  confined  to  the  abdomen, 
the  whole  being  covered  with  pustules  filled  with  yellow  pus.  • 
The  boy  complains  of  it  itching  very  much  in  the  evening. 
Their  mother  has  applied  sulphur  ointment  for  the  last  two 
weeks,  that  had  been  prepared  by  their  family  physician  and 
prescribed  for  them,  but  every  day  new  vesicles  make  their 
appearance.  Gave  Iris  versicolory  ten  drops  of  the  mother  tinc- 
ture in  a  tumbler  of  water,  one  teaspoonfiil  three  times  a  day. 
A  cerate  of  the  same  remedy  to  be  applied  twice  a  day.  This 
one  prescription  cured  them  both  perfectly  in  eight  days.  This 
is  the  first  time  I  ever  used  the  remedy  in  itch,  and  I  must  say 
I  never  gave  any  remedy  that  gave  better  satisfaction.  If  it 
will  do  as  well  in  the  vesicular  form,  I  shall  rejoice,  for  some 
cases  of  itch  have  given  me  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  I  have 
been  frequently  compelled  to  use  sulphur  externally.  The  smell 
of  the  sulphur  is  so  repugnant  to  patients  that  its  use  is  objected 
to,  to  say  nothing  about  its  injurious  effects.  The  Iris  verswo- 
lor  is  so  pleasant  that  no  one  dislikes  it.  I  hope  my  colleagues 
will  give  it  a  fair  trial  and  report  the  result  through  tliis  jour- 
nal. 

TINEA    CAPITIS. 

Feb.  1.  Mrs  J brought  her  babe  to  my  oflSce,  which  had 

the  following  symptoms :     Three  months  since  commenced  to 
have  an  eruption  on  his  head ;  after  it  had  lasted  one  month  an 
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allopathic  physician  treated  one  month ;  at  first  the  child  wisifl 
much  better,  but  soon  commenced  to  get  worse,  when  hia 
mother  became  discouraged  and  thought  she  would  treat  the 
case  herself.  After  she  had  tried  one  month  to  cure  him,  she 
was  advised  to  let  me  treat  the  little  fellow.  The  whole  top  of 
the  head  is  one  complete  scab,  yellow  matter  oozes  from  under 
the  crust,  which  has  matted  the  hair  together.  The  left  ear  is 
covered  with  the  eruption,  it  also  gathers  every^two  weeks  and 
discharges  a  yellow-greenish  pus.  Numerous  yellowish  pus- 
tules are  scattered  over  the  scalp,  each  pustule  containing  a 
hair.  Before  it  had  the  eruption  on  the  head  it  was  troubled 
frequently  with  boils  on  his  body.  His  mother  had  the  itch 
before  the  babe  was  born,  and  I  guess  since.  The  child  is  so 
filthy  that  one  cannot  touch  him  without  becoming  nauseated. 
Ordered  his  head  washed  morning  and  night  with  castile  soap 
and  water,  and  then  a  cerate  of  Iris  versicolor  applied  over  his 
whole  head.  Gave  internally  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  of 
Iris  versicolor  in  a  glass  of  water,  one  teaspoonful  three  times  a 
day. 

Feb.  17th.  Called.  The  eruption  on,"  the  child's  head  is  half 
gone,  the  ear  is  well,  no  eruption  excepting  on  the  top  of  the 
head.  The  mother  is  much  pleased  with  the  effect  of  the 
medicine.  Continued  same  treatment  three  weeks  longer 
when  the  child  was  discharged  as  cured,  and  has  remained  so 
now  four  weeks.  This  is  the  fifth  case  of  crusta  lactea  that  I 
have  treated  with  Iris  versicolor^  and  in  each  case  the  cure  has 
been  most  gratifying.  I  think  that  this  great  remedial  agent 
is  too  much  neglected. 


For  the  American  Homeopathic  Observer* 
STAPHYIiOMA    PURXJLENTA. 


BY  R.  C.  SMEDLEY,  M.'d.,  PA. 


In  August  last  I  was  called  to  see  a  boy  eight  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  suffering  about  two  weeks  with  inflammation  of 
the  left  eye.  It  was  somewhat  larger  than  the  other,  sensitive 
to  the  light,  and  vision  impaired.  Immediately  beneath  the 
iris,  at  the  edge  of  the  sclerotica,   was  an  irregular  protuber^ 
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ance  of  a  dark  substance  the  size  of  half  a  large  pea.  This 
had  been  gradually  increasing  for  nearly  a  week.  I  could  not 
determine  with  satisfactory  precision  whether  or  not  it  con- 
tained pus.  From  the  deep  seated  inflammation,  the  gradual 
developing  of  the  tumor,  and  the  general  scrofulous  appearance 
of  the  child,  I  was  led  to  diagnose  it  staphyloma  purulenta,  or 
the  "hypopion"  of  some  authors. 

I  gave  him  Mercurius  soliibulia^  1st  decimal  trituration,  one- 
half  grain  three  times  a  day. 

In  three  days  after,  when  I  visited  him,  there  was  decided 
improvement ;  the  inflammation  had  materially  subsided  and 
the  protruding  part  had  somewhat  diminished.  Continued 
Mercurius  solubuUs,  as  before.  In  one  week  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  treatment  the  tumor  was  reduced  one  half  and  the 
inflammation  nearly  gone.  Gave  Mercurius  solubulis,  one-half 
grain,  twice  a  day.  In  four  weeks  there  was  no  trace  of  the 
disease  left,  except  a  small  speck  resembling  a  cicatrice,  near 
the  edge  of  the  sclerotica,  and  vision  was  completely  restored. 


For  the  American  HomoeopathicObserver. 
GELSEMINUM  IN  SFEBMATOKaHGSA. 


BY    THOMAS    NICHOL,    M.    D.,    BELLVILLE,    C.    W. 


In  January,  1863,  I  commenced  treating  a  young  man  who 
was  suffering  severely  from  spermatorrhoea  induced  by  onan- 
ism. The  disastrous  habit  had  been  persevered  in  for  years, 
till  at  lengtli  the  sexual  power  became  so  completely  exhausted 
that  the  most  powerful  stimulus  failed  to  cause  erection.  On 
abandoning  the  habit  he  got  a  little  better  and  then  had  hopes 
of  marriage,  but  found  that  the  slightest  approach  towards  a 
caress  produced  an  emission  of  semen.  In  despair  he  retm^ned 
to  his  old  course,  and  when  he  placed  himself  under  my  care 
he  was  a  mere  wreck  both  mentally  and  physically.  His  face 
was  pale  and  emaciated,  with  dark  circles  around  the  eyes. 
His  mind  was  very  weak,  memory  defective,  and  he  was 
haunted  by  thoughts  of  suicide.  He  had  emissions  averaging 
four  or  five  a  week,  and  also  while  straining  at  stool.  The 
penis  was  flaccid  and  relaxed,  very  seldom  erections,  and  both 
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testicles  had  become  smaller.  On  paeeing  a  boogie  down  the 
urethra  I  found  that  there  was  great  tendemeBB  around  the 
opening  of  the  ejaculatory  dacts, 

I  placed  him  on  the  use  of  the  first  dec.  tiit.  of  Gehemmum. 
giving  him  one-third  of  a  grain  morning,  noon  and  night,  and 
in  nine  months  I  had  the  pleaaare  of  seeing  him  restored  to 
the  most  perfect  health.  No  other  remedy  was  used  excepting 
a  few  doses  of  Aconite  when  suicide  pressed  too  strongly  upon 
him.  Possibly  he  might  have  been  cared  with  a  higher 
potency,  for  according  to  some  of  ray  medical  friends  a  low 
dilution  is  merely  another  form  of  aUopatby,  but  with  Alphonse 
Teste,  I  think  "  the  true  medicine  is  that  which  cures.^' 

I  have  treated  a  nimiber  of  cases  witli  Q-elseminum,  and  with 
the  moBt  flattering  success.  I  am  far  from  considering  it  a 
specific  for  any  and  every  case  of  the  disease,  on  the  contrary 
no  diaease  requires  a  wider  discrimination ;  but  nevertheless  it 
is  a  powerful  remedial  agent,  worthy  of  standing  side  by  side 
with  Aconiimn  ncpellus  and  Argentum  nitrieum. 


KBopathic  ObBSrTSr. 


BV    □.   EMOKY    MORSE,    U.    D.,   CAMBEIDDEPOKT,   MASS. 

Dear  Doctor  : — I  wri|^  you  my  experience  in  the  use  and 
effects  of  Phosphoric  acid  and  Mercury  in  dysentery  and  dito''- 
hcea,  which  was  recommended  (Phosphoric  acid  Jet,  Mercury 
3d,)  in  your  publication  some  time  suice. 

I  give  you  a  case  of  dysentery :  A  gentleman,  35  years  of 
age,  light  complexion,  nervous  temperament ;  cause  was  not 
perceptible  either  in  diet  or  weather. 

Symptoms : — Painless  discharges,  which  may  have  been  over- 
come with  enemas  of  Pond's  extract  Samamelis,  (diluted). 
Bowels  distended,  hard ;  dischargesiucreasedbymotion,  which 
were  almost  constant  and  of  a  pink  mucus,  and  of  a  nauseous 
and  sweet  odor,  which  by  remaining  a  few  moments  became 
offensive,   with  the  blood  separating  in  globules,  leaving  the  . 
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mass  clay  color.     Urine  of  a  yellow  brown,  with  albuminous 
clouds. 

After  prescribing  the  usual  indicated  remedies  without  effect, 
I  prescribed  Phosphoric  acid  Ist,  in  water,  five  or  six  drops  in 
a  tumbler  two-thirds  full  of  water,  gave  a  swallow,  leaving  him 
to  consult  with  two  other  physicians,  which  were  of  the  same 
opinion  of  myself — that  it  was  a  hopeless  case.  Four  hours 
after  I  called  ;  found  the  patient  easy,  no  dejection  since  I  left 
him,  bowels  natural  and  soft  after  a  discharge  of  wind,  which 
was  not  apparent  from  previous  examination,  I  continued 
Phosphoric  acid  let,  in  alternation  with  Mercurius  3d^  eveiy 
two  or  three  hours,  until  the  third  day,  then  one  dose  each, 
giving  China  before  nourishment,  which  was  rye  pudding  or 
mutton  broth.  Fifth  day,  having  no  movement,  I  ordered  an 
enema  of  ffamamelisj  which  was  evacuated  with  clay-colored 
excrement,  and  a  little  foecal  matter.  Tenth  day,  full,  nat- 
ural discharge. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
CLINICAL    ITEMS. 


BY    C.    EMORY    MORSE,    M.    D., 


Colic. — A  lady,  age  about  forty,  light  complexion,  had  fre- 
quent attacks  of  colic,  confined  to  the  region  of  the  bladder, 
was  cured  with  Phosphoric  acid  Ist,  and  of  a  urinary  calcarious 
trouble,  which  deposit  adhered  to  the  vessel  in  scales  difiicult 
to  detach. 

Neuralgia. — I  have  found  Platina^  3d  to  6th,  the  most  reli- 
able remedy  for  neuralgia  facial  and  of  the  uterus. 

Boils. — Phosphorus  a  preventive  of  boils. 

Erysipelas. — Buckwheat-gruel  is  the  best  external  applica- 
tion for  erysipelas  I  have  known,  it  relieves  the  burning  and 
itching. 

For  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  the  effect  of  spirituous 
Hquors,  and  hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  I  have  been  successful 
by  bathing  the  head  with  hot  water  and  feet  with  cold.  It 
relieves  the  brain  and  allavs  delirium. 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
APOCYNUM    CANNABINTJM. 


BY  M.   A.    TINKEU,   M.    D. 


A  little  girl,  aged  sevexi  years,  of  a  nervous  temperament,  had 
scarlatina  the  latter  part  of  January,  during  which  nothing  unusual 
or  of  importance  occurred;  till  convalescence,  when  she  showed  some 
tendency  to  dropsy,  for  which  I  gave  Arsenicum  Sd,  five  grains.  Apis 
mell.  3,  five  grains,  which  checked  all  further  increase  of  this  diffi- 
culty for  a  time. 

On  Feb.  6th,  took  cold,  and  on  the  7th  anasarca  rapidly  super- 
vened, and  in  less  than  three  hours  the  dropsy  had  increased  so  rap- 
idly that  it  was  not  possible  for  her  to  lie  down;  urine  entirely  sup* 
pressed ;  distention  enormous,  with  great  dyspnoea  ;  restlessness  and 
anxiety,  which  soon  increased  to  real  agony  ;  with  cold  extremities. 

I  gave  at  once  Apocynum  cannabinum,  ten  drops  of  tincture  in  a 
tumbler  of  water,  teaspoonful  every  half  hour,  and  hot  water  to  the 
feet.  In  twenty  minutes  the  urine  started,  perspiration  broke  forth, 
and  my  little  patient  breathed  easier.  Ten  hours  later,  found  urine 
tolerably  free  and  the  efifusion  gradually  subsiding.  Continued  Apocy- 
num every  hour. 

Feb.  8th.  Better ;  urine  free.     Continued  medicine. 

Feb.  9th.  Effusion  very  much  diminished.  Continued  Apocynum 
cannabinum,  five  drops  in  a  tumbler  of  water,  every  three  hours. 
Gradual  improvement  daily  until  the  24th.  The  child  had  been  at 
play  about  the  house  the  day  previous,  and  at  about  5  a.  m.  was  taken 
with  vomiting  and  watery  purging,  and  when  I  arrived  I  found  her 
much  prostrated,  with  pulse  160,  and  great  thirst ;  continued  retching 
and  straining  at  stool.     Gave  Aconite  and  Ipecacuanha, 

At  10  o'clock  p.  M.,  vomiting  much  abated  ;  skin  moist.  Aconite 
and  Ipecacuanha  continued.  At  7  r.  m.,  thirst  abating  and  vomiting 
nearly  subsided,  with  no  further  passage  of  urine  or  bowels.  Con- 
tinued medicine. 

Feb.  25th.  Better.  Slept  but  little ;  no  retching  ;  no  pain  ;  pulse 
145  ;  skin  moist ;  passed  a  normal  quantity  of  urine  this  morning; 
very  feeble.     Gave  Arsenicum  3,  five  grains  in  solution,  teasponful. 

Feb.  26th.  Better.  Bowels  and  urine  regular;  pulse  J 10;  appe- 
tite returning  ;  desires  to  set  up  in  bed  for  a  few  minutes. 

March  1st.  Much  better  generally ;  urine  not  quite  so  free  ;  bow- 
els regular ;   appetite  good.      Gave  Arsenicum  3,  three  grains  in 
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solution,  and  Apocynum  cannaMnum  tincture,  two  drops  in  a  tumbler 
of  water,  teaspoonful  of  each  three  times  daily,  alternately. 

March  6th.  Convalescent ;  secretions  regular,  and  all  the  func- 
tions in  good  condition. 

Query. — ^Was  this  an  Apocynum  cannahinum  aggravation  ? 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
ERIGEBON    CANADENSIS    IN    HiEMATTJBIA. 


BY    GEO.    B.    PALMER,    M.    D.,     EAST    HAMILTON,    N.    Y. 


In  October  last  I  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  F.,  aged  about  75,  quite 
strong  and  vigorous,  so  much  so  as  to  be  able  to  perform  ordinary 
household  labors.  I  found  her  suffering  from  active  hcematuria,  which 
had  made  its  appearance  some  eight  or  ten  hours  previously.  During 
the  time  she  had  voided  urine  four  times  I  think,  each  time  "  being 
bloody,*'  as  she  said.  The  last  evacuation  was  shown  me,  and  con- 
sisted of  a  pint  of  urine  and  blood,  the  appearance  being  as  if  one- 
third,  at  least,  was  blood.  She  had  experienced  no  pain,  only  a  sense 
of  weight  and  fatigue  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  and  a  slight  sensi- 
tiveness to  pressure.  The  pulse  was  depressed  ;  considerable  pros- 
tration.    She  spoke  of  feeling  "  somewhat  faint." 

I  prescribed  Erigeron  canadensis,  1st  dec,  three  drops  at  a  dose, 
to  be  repeated  every  half  hour  for  two  hours,  then  every  hour  for 
three  hours,  and  afterwards,  if  the  symptoms  were  no  worse,  every 
two  hours,  until  my  next  visit.  At  10  a.  m.,  I  again  saw  her,  (my 
first  visit  being  at  4  p.  m.)  Found  she  had  rested  quite  well  during 
the  night ;  had  voided  urine  but  once,  the  appearance  of  which  was 
decidedly  better.  Her  strength  was  improved.  Gave  Erigeron,  1st 
dec,  three  drops  once  in  six  hours.  During  the  next  twenty-four 
hours  she  passed  urine  twice,  each  time  showing  rapid  improvement, 
until,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  no  traces  of  the  disease  remained. 

About  four  weeks  later  I  was  summoned  to  visit  Mr.  F.  the  hus- 
band of  the  above  mentioned  lady.  Age  about  the  same,  naturally  a 
very  robust  man,  and,  until  the  present,  in  good  health.  This  man 
had  for  many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  using  alcoholic  stimulants 
rather  freely,  but  for  the  last  three  months  had  abstained  entirely.  I 
found  the  old  man  just  recovering  from  a  syncope  ;  pale,  lips  almost 
bloodless  ;  pulse  low  and  trembling ;  very  weak  ;  voice  changed,  and 
all  the  evidences  of  exhaustion.  On  inquiry  I  found  that  about  12 
hours  before  he  had  a  passage  from  the  bowels  of  fecal  matter  and 
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some  blood,  two  or  three  hours  later  another,  more  free  and  contain- 
ing more  blood ;  and  within  the  last  hour  three  more,  which  were 
described  as  being  ji"  nothing  but  fresh  blood."  While  at  stool  the 
last  time  he  had  fainted.  This  last  evacuation  was  shown  me,  and 
consisted  of  at  least  a  pint  of  blood  and  muciis,  with  but  slight  trace 
of  faecal  matter.  He  complained  of  no  pain,  but  spoke  of  a  feeling  of 
prostration,  almost  constant  faintness  and  weakness  and  trembling  of 
the  abdomen,  which  was  tender  to  touch. 

I  prescribed  the  JSrigeron  canadensis^  as  before,  three  drops  of 
the  1st  dec,  every  half  hour  for  three  or  four  hours,  then  once  in  two 
hours,  at  the  same  time  directing  them  to  call  me  if  the  hemorrhage 
was  not  checked. 

The  next  day  I  found  him  improved.  There  had  been  no  move- 
ment of  the  bowels  of  any  kind  ;  pulse  better  ;  some  desire  for  food, 
&c.  The  remedy  was  continued  at  intervals  of  six  hours.  He  con- 
tinued to  improve  in  every  respect  till  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day, 
when  there  was  an  evacuation  of  faecal  matter  with  some  partially 
decomposed  blood.  The  fifth  day  an  evacuation,  nearly  normal ;  the 
patient  able  to  sit  up  and  take  a  few  steps.  His  recovery  was  rapid 
and  complete.  No  other  remedy  was  used  in  this  case.  The  Erig' 
eron  responded  promptly  and  successfully,  and  I  am  led  to  regard  it 
very  highly  as  an  efifective  agent  in  controlling  such  forms  of  hem- 
orrhage. 

I  have  also  tried  it  in  one  case  where  its  effect  was  not  so  marked. 
The  case  was  one  of  metrorrhagia  following  abortion  at  the  second 
month.  The  hemorrhage  was  not  severe,  but  was '  constant  for  ten 
days  before  I  was  called.  I  used  the  Erigeron  for  three  days,  with- 
out any  very  marked  effect.  Hamamelis  also  was  tried  with  no  better 
result.  A  few  doses  of  Nitric  add,  2d  dec,  promptly  arrested  the 
discharge. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
HYDBASTIS    CANADENSIS    IN    SMALL    FOX- 


BY   A.   L.    CLEVELAND,  M.  D.,  ATLANTA,    GA. 


February,  1866.  At  this  time,  and  for  several  months  past,  we 
have  had  small  pox  raging  as  an  epidemic  in  our  city.  With  the 
whites  it  has  been  rather  mild,  but  with  the  blacks  it  has  been  very 
fatal.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  had  about  forty  cases  under  my  care, 
mostly  whites.  I  have  treated  them  strictly  homoeopathically,  using, 
as  the  remedies  were  indicated.  Aconite^,  Belladcnna  3d,  Bryonia  3d, 
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Sulphur  ^[^:[S%ft)^  %«|;^^f«^,9»r^i^fl^p/w^jt^,|^/^d  TaartjPWf 
emetic  internally,  Chloride  soda.  Sulphate  magnesia  and  Sweet  oil 
^kriiaflyi  '^T\ieTdHdfememi:\ik^^  dii^ctied^b^^Mftt^^* 

Hdiii'  ■  -Tk^  JfacrtT^M,  SulphHtte  indgnesin  'feid' ^St^eei  tnl^^^YUet 
'1^^I^V>R  L^B6B.-^"S6  frfr'PhaV^  liot  last  a' ^ajsfe/ W- lik^ -  6ne '  ^«i^ 
\?kli%6cfdnda^y^fete!^'atiaili^e^^^  iH^lit'|)ltfefig.-   {  ^'-'^-^ 

'^  ^lA'feV  daijs  'since'I  w'arcbfisfiit^^d'fcy  I)i7'B:;S/'t*6m*eVo^^ 
ia¥cks^  fie  cdiisiSeir'ed  Very  abWtfdl:  ^^  He' liad'ieen^6MMi;o''ti?^ 
case  very   late  on  the    seventh   day   after   attack.     The  "pdtieHt^Wtra 
about  forty  years  old,  an  eiig;in€fef  oii'6ile^bf  our  railroads.     For  sev- 
^w  dliys  he  had   ia^ppeared^  to  "be  doing  well.'    A  elxafage  took ''place, 
%m  feiriily  and  friends^became  alarmed.     The  friends  called  in,  with^ 
c^fllthe  knowledge -of  the  family,  two  allopaths;  who 'pronoUiioed-SiS 
das^  iacurable.     Dr.  Pomeroy  described  his  case  thiis  :     **  His  ficie, 
very  much  swollen,  eyes  closed,  nos6  enormously  large,  entiirely  Bto|K 
p^dlap;   throat  very  sore  ;    pustules  dark,   and  the  patient  aliiiitMsi 
UBCon^eious,  having  jgiv^n  up  ftll  hopes  of  recovery." 

^  I  Bad  just  been  reading  Dr.  E.M.  Me*s  Review  .6f  Garth  Wil- 
kiiiBorf^s  works  on  Small  !Pox,  &c.  From  my  ktobwledgfe  of  the  action* 
bf  JSydrastis  eJcterfially .  and  intettially,  taving  used  it  much  Jnniy 
prabtice  fhe  last  sii  years,  I  advised  hini  to  use  it  in  his'  case^  1 
furnished  him  with  the  remedy,  fie' had  it  prepared  and  applfed  it- 
about  one  o'clock  p.  m:,  and  on  visiting  his  patient  next  morning  about 
ten  o'clock,  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  swelliilg  h&d  subsided  and. 
his  fece  looked  natural,  and  his  patient  comfortable.  Frpna  this  time- 
nis  recovery  was  rapid  and  cpiiiplete,^  with  ^lo  other  remedy  but  the 
Bydrastis,  ;' \  ^  '   ' 

My  first  case  in  which  I  trie^  the  St/drastis  wtLd  a  beautiful  toy 
feix  years  old,  very  light  complexion,  ligbt  cftrly  hair,  who  hid  lievbr 
been  vaccinated.  I  was  called  the  morning  thp  eruption  made  its 
i^earance;  and  found  him  very  sick  and  Corered  with  a  fine  rash, 
which  proved  confluent  small  pox.  I  had  him  movfed  to  an  up-stairt 
roorm  and  nursed  by  his  mother.  Not  having  had  experience  enongh 
in  th6  use  of  the  Hydrastis,  1  put  him  under  the  u^ual  treatment,-^ 
Tartar  emetic;  Sfc,  He  did  well  till  the'  eighth  day,  whenl  foiiid 
him  very  much  worse.  His  face  had  swollen  so  much  duHrig  th6 
night  that  his  eyes  were  closed ;  his  throat  sore,  atrd  his  mouth  worse 
than  any  case  I  ever  saw.  I  put  him  on  Hydrastis  %th\  three  drops 
to  a  half  tumbler  of  water,  and  had  the  cold  infusion  Aiade  and  Applied 
warni  three  tiiies  p^r  day!  In  twenty-fbnr  hours  all  the  sWelling  was 
goiter,  eyes  all  right,  mouth  and  throat  well,^  ^pustules  aJl  drying  tip, 

'   (  )  "         ,       .    ■   .  1  fi'      ■      -  r'  ■      "  •'     .      *        ;.    ■'      ^  1  »  ,  »■-    ,'  ■» 

•  ■  xo '■  •  '  -         ■•  - .  .      ■  ■    ^  ..^  •  .'  1  .    ,  , 

■ -     .'...'-  r.      V      .•  •     1.     .  ^  .  .  ..     t      .  ,  .     1 '.      .        ».'..>.,_       .  /     .,    iy ;     .  .  .  <     .    t  ! 
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and  OQ  the  17th  day  I  had  him  brought  down  stairs  and  put  to  play 
with  tho  children  ;  and  now,  nearly  two  nionth.s,  jou  would  not  know 
■  that  he  had  had  small  pox.  Since  then  I  have  treated  many  cases  of 
small  pox  and  varioloid  with  nothing  but  Hydrastis  with  perfect  auc- 
ceas.  Patients  of  uU  ages,  children  from  seven  months  to  adults  of 
seventy  years.  In  no  case  have  I  had  any  secondary  fever  and  Very 
little  pitting. 

*  CASE  IN    POINT. 

I  was  called  on  the  morning  of  the  12lb  of  March  lo  see  Hulda, 
h  colored  woman,  about  30  years  old.  She  had  been  confined  in  ths 
night,  by  a  colored  midwife,  of  a  healthy  child.  I  found  her  brok«i 
out  with  the  small  pox.  She  stated  ihat  she  had  been  frequently 
vaccinated  but  it  had  never  taken.  Her  father  thiuks  he  vacainated 
her  when  a  child.  I  at  once  put  her  on  Jlyehnslis  Hii,  three  drops  to 
half  a  tumbler  of  water,  dose  one  teaspooui'ul  every  two  hours,  and 
continued  it  daring  treatment,  also  an  infusion  made  of  the  powdered 
Hydrastis  and  cold  water,  a  portion  warmed  and  applied  to  face  and 
lianda  three  times  in  tho  day.  Her  case  proved  a  bad  one  of  distinct 
small  pox,  She  conticucd  to  nurse  the  child  aa  loDg  as  it  lived. 
^Commenced  scaling  off  on  the  10th  day,  was  up  and  about  the  room 
on  the  17th  day,  and  now,  not  a  moalh  from  attack,  you  wonid  not 
suppose  she  had  had  small  pox. 

The  infant,  a  healthy,  smooth  lookiug  one,  was  in  the  usual  coadi- 
lion  of  children  of  its  ago.  No  sign  of  an  eruption.  I  waited  till 
the  13th,  when  I  vaccinated  it.  On  the  16lh  the  vaccine  gave  evU 
.dence  of  taking,  and  went  through  the  usual  course  of  vaeeine  up  to 
the  lOch  day,  when  an  eruption  made  its  appearance,  more  resem- 
Jjling  hives  than  varioloid.  I  was  compelled  to  leave  the  city  for  an 
.important  call,  ann  left  instructions  to  call  Dr.  Pomeroy  if  either  got 
■.worse,  which  they  neglected  to  do.  The  child  grew  worse,  had  a  very 
;Sore  mouth  and  throat,  which  continued  till  the  26th,  when  it  died.  I 
^returned  on  the  27th.  On  eiamining  the  child  I  could  not  discover 
.any  eruption  resembling  small  pox  or  varioloid,  and  think  it  died 
from  the  vsant_|of  care,  as  it  had  a  very  poor  nurse. 

ACCIDENTAI,   PROVING  OF   HYDRASTIS. 

I  was  sent  for  in  the  night  of  the  28th  of  February,  to  consult 
with  ;Dr,  E.  S.  Pomeroy  ou  a  case  of  threatened  miscarriage,  which 
terminated  favorably.  The  patient,  Mrs.  P.,  about  30  years  old,  of  a 
bilious  enoephalio  temperament  and  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  subjeot 
to  frequent  attacks  of  sore  throat,  from  which  she  is  very  deaf.  On 
the  second  day,  (2d  day  of  March,)  after  a  very  severe  inflammatios 
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of  the  throat  and  entire  buccal  cavity  made  its  appearance,  Dr.  Pome- 
roy  prescribed  an  infusion  of  Hydrastis  as  a  gargle,  and  directed  it 
to  be  used  three  or  four  times  during  the  day.  Mrs.  P.  not  under- 
standing the  directions,  and  the  application  feeding  grateful,  used  the 
whole  tumbler  full  in  about  five  hours,  at  the  same  time  applying  a 
cloth  saturated  with  the  infusion  over  the  mouth  and  chin.  Next 
morning,  (March  3d,)  the  mouth,  lips  and  nose  were  very  much  swol- 
len, and  pimples  made  their  appearance  during  the  day  around  the 
mouth  and  chin,  resembling  the  early  stage  of  small  pox  or  varioloid, 
and  the  next  morning,  (the  5th,)  they  commenced  vesicating.  At 
this  stage  Dr.  Pomeroy  called  on  me  to  see  the  case  with  him,  and 
had  I  not  known  the  previous  history  of  the  case,  would  have  pro- 
nounced it  small  pox.  On  the  6th  the  pustules  began  to  sink  in  the 
centre  and  turn  dark,  and  commenced  drying,  and  have  gone  through 
the  various  stages  of  small  pox  'or  "varioloid,  and  scaled  off  on  the 
10th,  and  on  the  15th  the  patient  was  up  attending  to  her  household 
duties. 

Query, — What  caused  the  eruptions  ?" 


CIMICIFUGA     BACEMOSA. 


BY    E.  M.  HALE,    M.  D. 


The  following  case  simulated  angina  pectoris  : 

A  woman  aged  fifty -five — ten  years  past  her  climacteric,  plethoric, 
subject  to  neralgia,  dropsical  for  years,  presented  the  following  symp- 
toms :  Has  just  been  relieved  of  a  general  dro  sical  condition 
by  Apocynum  cannabinum.  During  the  presence  of  the  anasarca  she 
suffered  much  from  cardiac  oppression  and  palpitation,  which  I  sup- 
posed to  be  due  to  hydro-pericardium^  But  on  the  subsidence  of  the 
dropsy  the  heart-symptoms  became  worse  instead  of  better  I  then 
learned  that  she  once  had  "  neuralgia  of  the  heart" — sojcalle  db  y  her 
physician.  Several  times  a  day  she  is  now  attacked  with  intense 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  great  anxiety,  livid  or  purple  color  of 
the  face ;  cold  perspiration  on  the  hands ;  numbness  of  the  whole 
body,  especially  the  arms.  The  hearths  action  seems  suspended  by  a 
sudden  spasm,  during  the  presistence  of  which  she  cannot  make  the 
slightest  motion,  but  sits  upright  with  a  look  of  intense  agony  im- 
pressed on  every  feature.  She  says  the  heart's  action  ceases  suddenly, 
then  a  feeling  as  of  impending  suffocation  sets  in,  the  head  is  forcibly 
drawn  backward  by  the  cervical  muscles,   and  she  becomes  finally 
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t^onsciQTl^i71fHMae':^ii&iiigi^;0:^  piQ^M&MM&the  heart, 

numbness  of  the  arms,  pain  down  the  left  arm  into  the  hand,  and  a 
T^fisS of<^4oM|3*ftfe^«^*Hi5ftkvi^  v::v£D  Iscdc'c  •:-!;:.-;  Lafi  UoiSi  c.ri-J  \o 


'iben'StcirY  two  hours;.  "Shei&ad  i  severe,  attack'  just  Belbre  iaKing 
the  remedy/  ana^two  sliffht  attacks  .  after ^the  "first  dose.  .  !FW(L<&y? 
after  I *W5.s "  Informed  that  no  ioiore  ^pafoxy sms  '  had'/joccurr eli.  Ten 
days  afterwards  and  still  no  r^ourrence  of  the  pajoxysms.  , 

-;  Tnej:e  i^Sa  been  much,  said  by  a  certain  class  of  physicians  of  our 
sctpol,  who  seem  ^fo  i^ore  all  irew  rm  ihe  sujpep 

riof  stfccess 'of  and  brilliaht  cures  made  by  the'  early  homeopath js^ 
with  the  old  remedies.  Thi?  casei  might  have  been  cured. by  Lactesis, 
Aconite  and  other  medicines,  l)ut  ^e  fact  that  it  w'as  cured  fcy  the 
Cimicifuga  in  a  very  short  time,  should  be  a  rebuke  to  those  who 
would  gladly  refuse^%(9JliM^^/|w  r/j^e|^»)|9.i^';^he  materia  mcdica. 
Cases  may  arise  for  which  none-ef-4he  old  remedies  arc  indicated. 
*  In  such  cases,  should  the  patient  xiie  for  want  of  the  specific  remedy, 

where  shall  the  blame  rest  ?      "~!' 

.  The.  Cimicifuga  racefnosa  Has  been  used  with  ^nefit  in  <$(?Mjrf- 
ica,  and  t)ther . rheumatic  affections  of  the.  extremities.  l)r.  Marcy 
Writes  f  "  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  employ ihg  this  remedy  Qftpa: 
siohallj  in  fheumatic  affections,  during  the  past  eighteen  years.  ,  We 
have -.prescribed  ."all  doses,  from.^the  nauseous  decoction  of  iHe'^ptd 
schopl  to  the. highest  homoeopathic  attcnua^tion^^ndgbipd  reautts,haye 
fellpwed  both  fprma  of  the  medicine — althouffh  fexperience  has  lontf 
Since  Wght  us  to  rely  upon  Uie  latter  form,  It~  is  most  ^  servjjiceable 
in  articular,  rheumatism bf  the  lower  extremities -r-with,  much.  &well- 
iD^  and  teat  in  the  affectied* parts.     Like  Bryonia,  .it  exercises",  a' 


decidedly  inferior  to.  this,  d  jTte  Cimicifuga  toaylif  ihf^lo^^ 

to* Bryonia  in  its   action  on   serous  tissues,   but  it  Is  far   supefipr  to 
th^-t  driiff  in  its  ihffuence.  oil ' muscvdaTr anil  nervous  tissues.     Bryonia 
does  np^  cause !6r  .cure  rheumaticc^euralffic  pams,  while  Cimicifuga: 


:^iTK:2r.'^\^j  •;:iiTy/:'::f;]'{  n  v.j:awa\(.l       '^-'' 


i  I 
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t   .-     -     r^  ,-    t 

.  u. .      I       .    . 


<io^  iprOXir^  emineat  degree.  Bryonia,  has  ^o;influ'e^C]B.,J^v.^^-^e^ex- 
I^ryfxaJf  pfLias^  cifamps^ -etQ.,  whUeCimixsifuga;.  controls  man;^  .f^i^k. 
^tBoirnaal  manifestations.  .        -  /  '         ^        ,      ;  -  -  ^      ^  . 

r*  «  ff*  ••  J...  ..f  V«* 

CHEMCAraiLA    IN    VMNARY     MFFldXJtTIBS; 

;  *   •       '       ^        ,  '  '        -.'•.';■'*       ''         "•    '  .  *,         '.  \       -^         '      -,  ■«  4         "•'.'.     ^  /    ..  -_         ■  .  '    w      ••  ■    r      .1 

rc  J>r.  .^^ttdall^  ^^  III. i.  writes  :^";A»  old  ^en,tle^3aan^rv^-:Siiffo|(Br^ 
fea:«J?:fbr:ma9y\yie^r3  wi'tfe  tJi^  :"graveJi^  so  (jall<edlby  bis  ghygioiajisio 
af|<lift4foif  relM  fronj :  the Jolto wing  syi4ptoms>  .:*^2xoes9iy^it:(^ing 
aflifllp^iifiil: imtation  of  th^  ur.ethrai,:from.ib0  endiof  tfce  p^k  toythi^: 
nJWJk  of:  tfee  .bladder :;  :s:ejjsf^tipiloof  swelling  in  tbc  ,perJne\jin,  ^s  i^Ha^ 
sidtt^g^  dowjjt  It*  bftll  was.  pi?cs&i<^g:  »g€^i ftst  it ;:  frequent  dejeii:^  W  lifii^; 
ate.1  :^th  jQauty  ^rijie,  ;:ccfnjtpfining^  a  very^M^gff  ^UQ^ntity  qf;,  «*jM^-ji 
jnif%iknt.$edi)nent,:i^^tx\^^<^^  bulk  of  tKe.  q^iantity  voided  I; 

Tfeifii  rfijtate  of  ibings :  bad   continQed  fojr  many  «&ontbs ;  unobaaged>  ^ 
i^let^rylng'seye'r^l  r^ixtedi^s  wHboUt  bepefit  tb0  j^rst^  decimal  diltUiott;* 
ofiCfeijJiapbU*  :was  tsre^jdribed,  Wi  it'fy^yfom  iim^„s:a  dfiy*  j :  Imptciif  eif 
i^^#|ibP^t:ii|  :itniiae^at^lyi  -rai^d  itt'  a  w^k  fte  :pai.n  *iid  irritation  iadj 
4|s|^4[^red^ji^d;]3[ot  a^ttaei^of  the  pus-like  sediment  wa^  to;^  ^0!ip4: 

^.^_ 

•  _ :  •  ;  ^.    •  _  _  7    ;  ■_,    _.  fr  ■  ■;; 


t-,        A. 


•r        -^i  , 


-'"^  '  '  '  Bf  1^.^.  sibSMANVltf.  ii,'NouwiCH,  eoim.     '   "^  "" 

i\J  i       J  .  •/  ,'      J.    .•  .  i-    'r      '.    .  J.    •.  •»    .1     .  ,    1    ":        .  . ;  .        > .  .  aMi^i^i^i^m.   .  I.       /.«.>..,'       r        .     •■ .   JL        ^  '      .  i..  i 

-Jfillff  e^^4<ij':M  ^JjimLto  ori^inalHy  .^  fe^^^ 

PfjjBpipJe^  i^ftd  sfeetft,;  T^^biob  pPB^tie  tde  p|teH:ieiterate,d,  jbujt^Xj 
IWpSiiPfe^ift  :&r  i^S;  arti<jlic  fipaCfaf  in  tfeet ,  col^ft^na  of  tb^  i^erisa^ 
Homo^epO^tlm  Qbs^Utt:,  \  :^  tbe.fpllowiiJ|t  1*^®: ^^ ^'^^^^  ^  W  P^?*Wsg 

vj^.  J?fffi  l5^.-TJ)rug3  produce,  primary  and  secondary  effecta  uppji.t^e 
gyj^i^mrWheaadjuinistered  to  Kealtby  persons  fgr  tbe  sa^^^of  efperiji^- 
Q^jiLt^  iSnchejcperiments  bayebpenmadp uponii  vast  nuRib^r  pf  |l^r- 
sons,  ,7fith,A:\ra8t, number, of  drugs,  and  Jbhe  symptoms  .eieeitod-^fl 
minutely  recorded.  The  term  "  secondary  effect*'  is  used  to  signify 
organic  reaction. 
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Fact  2fi, — Diseases  resemble  or  correspond  to  the  primary  and 
secondary  effects  of  drugs. 

Fact  Sd, — Each  and  every  conceivable  disease  or  disordered  con- 
dition being  brought  about  by  a  morbific  principle  acting  inimically 
upon  the  tissues  of  the  body,  such  principle  or  poison  may  be  neutral- 
ized by  the  administration  of  a  simple,  single  drug  in  proper  dpses, 
if  related  to  it  in  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic  law. 

Fact  Ath, — TChen  the  condition  or  disease  of  a  patient  in  all  its 
stages  corresponds  to  or  resembles  the  primary  and  secondary  effect 
of  any  drug,  such  drug  becomes  the  specific  homoeopathic  medicine. 

Fact  5th, — When  the  condition  or  disease  of  a  patient  resembles 
the  primary  effect  of  a  drug,  such  drug  should  be  administered  in 
infinitessimal  doses,  from  one-tenth  to  one-millionth  of  a  grain  and 
upwards,  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  existence  of  that  condition, 
and  be  discontinued  during  the  period  when  the  symptoms  corres- 
pond to  the  secondary  effect  of  the  same  drug,  during  which  the  larg' 
est  possible  doses,  from  one  drop  of  the  tinctare  to  twenty  grains  of 
the  alkaloid,  or  as  much  as  is  consisten  with  safety,  should  be  given* 
It  will  be  observed  that  to  neutralize  the  morbific  element  or  principle, 
force  is  employed  with  intelligence ;  that  force  being  embodied  in  the 
drug.  The  morbific  principle  may  be  neutralized  by  a  large  dose,  if 
the  conditions  warrant,  as  before  stated ;  or  when  other  conditions  or 
other  stages  of  the  same  disease  are  present,  a  small  or  infinitessimal 
dose  of  the  same  drug  will  also  neutralize,  and  much  more  effectually, 
than  if  no  discrimination  was  made  in  regard  to  the  dose.  The  suc- 
cess which  attends  the  labor  of  those  who  employ  infinitessimal  doses 
on  every  occasion,  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  they  pre- 
scribe for  those  symptoms  or  that  condition  which  demands  the  small 
dose,^ neglecting  that  which  is  sure  to  follow,  viz :  those  symptoms 
which  demand  a  large  dose,  and  they  are  more  successful,  as  a  rule, 
than  those,  who  adopting  the  same  law  as  their  guide,  administer  the 
large  dose  on  every  occasion,  neglecting  the  symptoms  which  call  for 
a  small  dose.  The  aggravation  of  the  symptoms  produced  by  the  lat- 
ter, when  administered  at  the  wrong  time,  does  the  patient  more 
harm  than  the  non-administration  of  the  large  dose,  when  it  should 
have  been  given  by  the  invincible  advocate  of  infinitessimalism. 

It  is  a  laborious  task,  but  well  worthy  of  our  pains,  to  make  the 
primary  and  secondary  effect  of  drugs  as  familiar  as  "  household 
words."  Hue  and  cry  is  raised  in  the  allopathic  ranks  whenever  a 
cure  is  effected  by  a  homoeopath  with  large  doses.  Until  we  teach  in 
our  books,  those  domestic  treatises  which  are  scattered  broadcast  over 
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the  land,  that  certain  medicines  may  be  taken  in  large  doses,  when 
each  and  such  symptoms  are  present,  and  that  it  is  an  homoeopathic 
medicine  for  the  case  in  question,  we  shall  fall  short  of  what  we 
ought  to  accomplish  in  our  day. 

The  public  should  be  advised  to  examine  the  prescriptions  given 
them  by  allopathic   physicians,   in  order  to  detect  the  homoeopathic 
remedy.     They  should  be  told  what  the  usual  allopathic  prescriptions 
are  for  various  conditions,  all  of  which  should  be  laid  down  side  by 
side  with  the  homoeopathic.     We  should  glory   in  the   fact  that  the 
prcscTiptions  of  a  modern  allopathic  physician  smell  strongly  of  a 
homoeopathic  pharmacy.     Hundreds  and  thousands  of  families  who 
employ  ns  as  physicians  would  think  it  sacrilege,  heresy,  or  something 
worse,  should  we  prescribe  a  few  grains  of  the  first  decimal  or  even 
the  centessimal  trituration  of  Stibium  to  an  ounce  or  two  of  Syrup  of 
Tolu  for  a  cough ;  and  should  we  venture  to  put  in  a  little  Ipecacuanha, 
Belladonna,  Lobelia,  or  Veratrum  viride,  we  should  be  excommuni- 
cated "  sure  pop."     Perhaps,  however,  the  Belladonna  might  "  take 
the  curse  off*'  if  we  talked  hard  enough  about  it,  as  Aconite  and  Bel- 
ladonna are  supposed  to  belong  to  homoeopaths  by  a  sort  of  universal 
consent  or  inalienable  right.     We  ought  to  teach  the  public,  by  "  line 
upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,**  that  a  drug,  if  homoeopathic  to  the 
case,  though  it  be  combined  with,  surrounded  by,  swallowed  up  in,  a 
variety  of  other  ingredients,^  yet  it  will  find  its  appropriate  sphere 
and  benefit  the  patient,  though  it  would  have  been  far  better  to  have 
n»ed  it  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  a  vehicle  possessing  little  or  no 
medicinal  property.     As  the  case  now  stands,  we  are  actually  debar- 
red by  public  opinion  from  giving  the  large  dose,  using  palliatives, 
or  even  causing  an  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  of  a  glutton. 

I,  for  one,  hail  with  pleasure  all  those  indications  which  are  every- 
where visible  in  the  medical  horizon,  that  the  allopaths  and  the  ccleo- 
iios  are  yielding  the  palm  to  homoeopathy,  not  by  their  words,  verily, 
but  by  the  means  used  for  the  cures  effected. 

For  the  American  Homacopathic  Observer. 
A    PLAN. 


A  little  less  than  400  students  attended  the  Homoeopathic  Medi- 
cal Colleges  the  past  winter;  About  140  were  graduated,  who  are 
now  entering  upon  the  practice  of  medicine  in  various  localities 
tbrougbout  the  country.  And  all  this  in  the  face  of  an  earnest  and 
persistent  demand  for  Homoeopathic   practitioners  in   more   than  a 


i^il9li^'rpl^Qe^;JA:;tti^  ;lJpUe4  States ;aod; Canada*  ^  Vgeiid.u8r,% 
HomoBopathic  Doctor/*  is  the  Macedopbiai^  cry  that  ia  ringiiig  eo^r, 
ft^rttly>ii^::0i>r.>e.vp.c.:^^4^  the  d^sT,rable  result^ jkhat 

T^i5llWj#^fin^  i<^}  tjiope  iwho  ^ept  it,  ccjoild  bo^  :genera^y  knc^wiv-W/e: 
rtMl4 1  fe^^^^j*  ?tboM4t^d;  (i^rabitirmt:  yj«)i^g ;  ro^n,  seeking  a^mis^ip%,tpj 
0i|roRo!m«ioSatb}0;s^bo#  fiexfe^ia^er.,  i  .  .  •:  :  '';;:;,'  v  :t  o-r^ 
'^lij  A/jftauril)  noWi  b^in^  iuaujgtiri^ted/J^rhiph^  M  r^^ 
ftu^f)  ^iUo jpift  0M^rllye.r(3pll^gl3l^  iB;?f%;0nterp^ist%  ^hiohr^s  jf^il^oOj^ 
ftl&?^iiy i0r»ft1i  t>e  ^^tF4d^li!LpifibJ.isb^f;  ] JUve^y/seo^li^  a^.d^i^Ug^?! 
gljirc4prjfebe>c9U94?Jl  m^j  ibe  i»a4e,:Uj0 jBifi^i^pt  of;  iufoiiji^ic^;  ajtrjCQW') 
m«fiiiiy%: iil^S  ie«pefifi^/jo  Aadj<j;h^.'f^S9jt  w^^  Wt-*^^ 

A9]ftHj*b9:^l>U^g$Piy^AU  fe^  equally  ii^te^sted  iji  jaad  ben-efi^^.byj^^f 
pUBf/iAiiftite  b«ih{9&ed|*lW  th^yTiWiU;:PWj4Mcliy:eo.9pfeT:at^  WrPaiJaiW 

%|ii({b6  ^i)W<t«IV]a|),*  J^«.J)«PP^^  ofwH  afc th^r  b49,^i .J%y^ryoiK)##i 

Wft'Oi  f.j/it/^qoo'jfnofi  j;  .-^irib  i;  !i;;!7   ".)]•:  •■-i^-j  n'l.-    J^^^f^^^^f^qu 

«  J.  *        A  •  ^.  % 

^      BY  E.  M.  HALfi,  M.  D.  ... 

,%07ij/nflfi7  ^fTJs^n    ,o^oh  '.:;'j;J    ^;!)  "/nv^.  /rr^-t    .;:o:;'ji';o  ■  i '^fu  :j    v  if  Lot 

hrr /;Id. my ^^f irate  borf^spOnd^nis^iEamfnsqutfntiy 'asked  thd']qiiisstk>s9 
"Why  1  quote  allopathic  authorities  in  my  New  RemfediBSf:atui?riQEtheri 
^Ik^^.*^^  Hlbhioffi6^(^ 'tUe)ipre^ddikial«^^  sdkeol -i^ fifido tb%  ^me 

<]pi4sti(m^ ^  ii^di^^^]^' 4tfae'tf  %6tds,^  lfatp.iqir<»ii6tiers: Jask :l'^.Oan^Tdl(FF 
{^io^atilhoHtyi,>€^  ^U'4}ifj^f>^mttu^  of  ^alttiB^-tbo  Hot^oeoyathi^ 
oian?"  .Lijo;T!.o  ^--jii-o  i-i!:  ■••;'t  .v:?^'/  .';,!r5^':?  '•:!;  vj  ;ud 

I  answer,  "  Their  bold  dictum  can  not,  but  their  cures  can."  I 
propose  tcl  siat&itfie  reasons  fbj  A e  belief.  But  first,  I  would  ask  the 
reader  to  glance  over  the  pages^dFjAe^"'^ Introduction  *'  to  that  immor- 
tJfflot'l)rfc0f;!H4L«^jJ|anii;*tber  *f  iG^gai^^ 

aftPi').|>»g0:PfiftV5»^  witb^ar^oinoW^Iijfjrratioft  of  iai<?j)a<Aio,^ui:^fcO  U9 
»iifefe8k;Slic4rj  t^timQijy  s^m\t)imt^  *o  ^to  p^f  ofitbe  JtipnKieK)paibbio  Usfi 
tod  ii>tifl^Q9i:  i*?!)  tbj^  stJppgestlJattgulig^^  thai]  a//  th«\<oi4i?fi$-riif^jj^ 
kofffeo^patbiQ.  /tl  4aye;<)ply:^lloifrj^d>taipbly:I^  4dmi*,  in?*i^.ife<i% 

steps  of  our  great  Master. 

J^  18  true,  that  in  writing  of  new  and  unproven  remedies,  I  have 
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^iiqted  jilL.mfjdiqal  authora,  but :  uat  as  autliority^  except ,  ipi  ^certaia 
cases.  I  mention  their  alleged  cures  for  the  purpose  ojEjdrawirag 
atteptipn  tp  the,  sucqessful  uses  of  the  medicines  in  certain  4isie^ses. 
I  aqje:pti|on  their  thieoretieal  deductions,  and  even  their  or^cje  r^Wr 
i|[^end^tiQ,ns»  thin^ki^g  that. perhaps  we  may  get  a  little  grain:  put  of; Uie, 
great, apiQunt  of,  such  chaff.  JX  must,  be  recollected  that  I  had;littlf!> 
0^ , t^o .  Uomoeopathiq  i  experience ,  t»  draw ;  frpm,  a.nd  had  to  use  st^ 
i^i^te^cial  as- 1  could;  fipd.  That  such  .mention  of  aJlopathicj  and!  <^l«?hT 
tic  ^pxpeyieE^Q^  ,w:p.|i  not  f^roduptiye  of  injury,  t^e  contents  of ^he  se^pcffltjj. 
ec|i.tiqii,'ViljL  P^P^^fS-  >  The.  valuable  uses  of  Caulophylhim,;  J)ipsqPffe^^ 
ajPd.naapy- other,  medicines,  first  came  tp  us  from  that  source^  ye^p^Tj 
school  has  since  verified  the  reality  of  their  cures — and  moreilthej, 
l^j^ye  prpved  that  such  cures  were  n^a.de  hopapBopathieally,  beca^pe)the 
njedjpff ^  ?^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^f^  causing.  similar,affections^.*  %  -. '  \  ' '  A  ,  ? 
•.■fJtnSj^emis-  9trli.'Dtg-0  'to  some  of  our  school  that  becauuse  allopathisto 
^^§; s^ch  ipiasslve  doa^ee,  they  can  make  .any  cures  ut  all.  j  But  d^mirB 
is  a  fact.  We  can  jQot  explaift  it  away;  The  tesliimony :  of  a ;  physi4 
cian  of  one  school  is  as  good  as  that  of  another,  provided  his  alleged 
cure  was  made  with  o?ie  medicine  given  singly. 

Kq  proposition,  is  more  .generally  accepted  in  our  school  than  that 
a  dose,  to  be  homoagg^tJir^ji^e^d  ^^piIber;  nr^^ighqpfency  dose.  The 
true  definition  of  a  homoeopathic  dose  is,  any  quantity  of  medicine 
capahle  of  effecting  a  curd,  tf  wej3o  not  admit  tliis;  we  must  admit 
^t  jJLlpp*tjii8ts.!QttT<^  by:  .VjirjkuQ  of  |heJ  la^  of  confer  aria  i:imd.ilf  ah  do 
this,  we  giye>  ibjuam-  v^^ntagq  grp^nd;  at  opc^. :  AJZ  eur^s  (tre  bonwd^ 
JS^tfj^'higures^  ;^|^et^ei:  mjad^  with  the  200th  ichf  witb'i^^ih^o^  icF  the 
crude  drug.  For  example,  Hahjiemann  cured  .9  5feY^r&  o^se  of  Ifee/cca* 
(fym^.yii^  yism^u^AH>f^^r^*yf^^t^  poted^r^  eajoh-eon.iaining'/four 
grains  *'*rpf.^he  cf^djP  poF4et0d;;*Qpt.;;  pA.UhQUgh:tIhe p4tiienl  tooktwdt 
g^lj^esrsrii  daji-^^tea-djof  ;one^;lind;:;aggr$yftted  iJiJB  paitif^ii<^poi8trily> 
j^T^  wafs.r^  b^UUfti^t  a^Q^r^rag.QverHtkhneniiijm  made  ,^ith:the;3Gth 

The  remarkable  cures  msidehy  eiile(^^9mitk*^aUl^^ 
Di^os(ii)Teq^  i  i^^e . ;  i^iadlGi  [with;  ffli&terial  do8^9>  :•  Are  /jujch  jcylies' tb  be 
denied  and  pronounced  worthless  ?  If  so,  then  Hahn^Btnaiiinfs  cnf 6 
tk^jV^o^f^^  oAiiflii  ]^  pjafeed  in  the?  jswim/eli^fe.  .n vl  do  nofeaajrlthat 
»i^  Eiiftterial  dofi^  firi$  iijQ^essary  to^  th^csir^j;,  bttt  if  ttejr  Jremovfi 
wtffering,  or;  |>pe,^<E>|i|  datjg^rQug  condttioi*^,  fet  ws^iinJsteadrof  iignjoring 
them,  claim  the  remedies  as  gifts  of  Providence^-jHiridcby  experience 
show  that  they  really  cures  according  to  our  law, 

*  Lesser  Writings. 
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If  an  eclectic  cures  a  cough  of  long  standing  and  grave  appearan- 
ces, with  crude  doses  of  Rumex  or  Sanguinaria,  is  not  the  cure  as 
good,  as  homoeopathic,  as  though  made  by  Joslin  or  Hering,  with  the 
30th  or  200th  dilution  ? 

Those  who  are  familiar  with  my  theory  of  the  action  of  medicines^ 
and  theiaw  of  dose  deduced  therefrom,  need  not  be  told  that  I  would 
consider  that  where  an  allopathist  does  not  use  a  drug  in  a  certain 
disease,  for  fear  of  aggravations,  that  the  drug  \s piimarily  homoeo- 
pathic to  such  disease,  and  must  be  used  in  a  high  dilution  ;  also, 
that  when  the  opposite  school  cure  a  disease  or  condition  with  material 
doses,  as,  for  instance,  uterine  inertia,  with  Ergot  or  Caulophyllum, 
paralysis  with  Nux  vomica,  etc.,  the  drug  must  be  secondarily  homoeo- 
pathic to  the  condition,  and  will  generally  act  better  in  the  lower 
dilutions. 

Our  course,  as  consistent  homoeopathicians.  is,  to  claim  aU  cures  as 
made  bi/  the  law  of  similia,  and  prove  them  to  be  such,  as  did  Hahne- 
mann. The  law  discovered  by  our  great  master  is  all-embracing,  uni- 
versal, and  the  sooner  his  followers  adopt  this  proposition,  the  better 
it  will  be  for  the  honor  and  influence  of  our  school. 
eiTTC3fGo,'186e;; 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
HIGH    AND    LOW    POTENCIES. 


BY    H.    N.    MARTIN,    M.  D.,    BUFFALO,    N.  Y. 


In  view  of  the  expected  advent  of  Asiatic  Cholera  amongst  us 
this  season,  the  following  case  may  possess  some  interest : 

March  18th,  1865.  Mr.  S.  W.  C,  aged  about  45  years,  called  at 
ray  oflice  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.  i 

Symptatns. — 1st,  Nightly,  frequent,  profuse,  watery  discharges 
from  the  bowels.     It  comes  in  a  gush,  like  a  torrent  of  water. 

2d.  Gurgling,  like  water,  commences  at  the  stomach  and  goes 
through  to  the  anus,  then  follows  the  profuse  watery  stool.  Sooa 
after  stool  the  gurgling  commences  again,  and  then  again  stool,  follow- 
ing each  other  in  rapid  succession. 

3d.  Occasional  vomiting  of  a  substance  like  the  white  of  an  egg 
beat  up  in  water. 

The  above  symptoms  were  confined  to  the  night  time.  He  had 
not  had  his  clothes  off  in  five  nights.  Another  physician  had  been 
treating  him  with  Phosphorus  without  relief.  I  gave  him  Jatropha 
curcas  *  °  °,  one  dose. ' 
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March  19th. — Reports  himself  worse  all  night,  but  feels  stronger 
this  morning,  and  food  relishes  much  better.  Thinks  he  is  a  great 
deal  better. 

March  20th. — Reports  himself  entirely  well.     Took  his  clothes 

off  and  slept  well  all  night,  and  had  a  natural  stool  this  morning. 

I  now  made  particular  enquiries  about  his  case,  and  find  that  many 
years  ago  he  had  cholera ;  was  treated  allopathically.  The  cholera 
attack  was  relieved,  but  typhoid  fever  supervened,  and  he  took  so 
much  calomel  that  he  lost  all  his  teeth.  Finally  he  obtained  a  homoeo- 
pathist,  and  after  a  long  time,  recovered,  with  a  shattered  constitution. 
He  says  he  has  ever  since,  as  frequently  as  once  a  month,  been  sub- 
ject to  such  attacks.  They  usually,  however,  last  but  one  or  two 
nights  and  then  get  better  without  treatment.  Considering  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  subject  to  these  attacks,  and  that  they  have  usually 
got  well  without  treatment,  that  they  generally  last  but  two  or  three 
nights  at  the  most,  and  this  attack  having  lasted  five  nights,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  attack  would  have  ceased  as  it  did  if  I  had 
not  given  the  Jatropha  curcas. 

Last  Monday,  (April  9th,  1866,)  more  than  a  year  having  elapsed, 
while  in  conversation  with  Mr.  C,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  never 
had  an  attack  of  the  kind  since. 

There  are  two  questions  which  present  themselves  as  worthy  of 
consideration  in  this  case  :  ,1st. — Was  it  the  200th  potency  of  Ja- 
tropha curcas  that  cured  him  ?  2d. — Was  it  possible  the  medicine 
medicine  could  have  produced  such  an  aggravation  as  he  represents  ? 

The  following  case  may  interest  those  who  believe  in  low  poten- 
cies and  new  remedies  : 

Mr.  S ,  applied  to  me  in  July,  1865,  for  treatment  in  a  case  of 

chronic  constipation.  He  had  been  afflicted  with  it  for  twelve  years. 
He  had  what  would  be  called  a  perfect  Nux  vomica  condition.  I  had 
some  months  previously  prescribed  that  remedy  for  him  without 
relief.  He  told  me  that  he  had  taken  Nux  in  all  attenuations,  from 
the  lowest  to  the  highest,  without  relief.  I  filled  a  dram  vial  of  No. 
5  pellets  and  saturated  them  with  Collinsonia  canadensis,  3d  decimal 
attenuation,  dose  three  pellets  four  times  a  day.  He  took  three  doses, 
lost  his  via],  and  got  well.  He  never  has  been  troubled  with  consti- 
pation since.  I  got  no  credit  for  curing  him,  for  he  thinks  he  did  not 
take  enough  to  produce  such  a  result. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
PROLONGED     MENSTRUATION. 


Dr.  H.  B.  Van  Norman  writes  : — "  I  would  like  to  ask  a  question 
through  your  excellent  Observer,  and  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  you 
or  any  of  its  numerous  readers  answer  it. 

I  am  acquainted  with  an  old  lady  who  menstruated  regularly  until 
she  was  75  years  old,  and,  during  every  period,  the  mammary  glands 
would  secrete  milk.     Does  any  one  know  of  a  more  singular  case  ? 
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1  1     Ji 

Hahnemannian  Life  InsuraucaJCompany  J  I     b 

Tlio  New  \ork  Insurance  "Mjuibr  anl  Wallfetroet  ItfTiew,  foi 
April  1^Q6  contaJna  tlio  following  notice  of  this  new  InstitatioTi 

'  Tt  sedma  tj  us  as  thoagli  it  were  bat  a  tew  Kiontlii  as;3  ihit  Life 
Insarnnce  Waa  comparatively  unknown  and  bux  few  were  it  all  inter  ' 
ested  in  it  Now  it  i"!  familur  to  every  ou  and  ita  gr  at'lienebtsarft 
hewinniDg  to  bQ  gi.ntrany  appn eiated  yet  it  i3  even  now  bnt  in  ita 
iTifinoy  an!  it  will  bo  many  many  year^  before  it  attiias  it^  fiiEL' 
growth  and  is  ai  generally  prictioed  as  it  shouli  be  The  re.turn3 
made  to  t!ie  Siipenntendent  of  the  Insurance  Depirtment  of  the  "^tate' 
of  New  York  sliow  that  all  the  companiea  combined  of  this  StaT;e  tif 
Dther  States  and  foreign  issued  bnt  56  6jb  polioie  m  iinn^  a  tntte 
over  two  hundred  and  forfj  six  raillnn^  of  dollar  This  at  the  iiraf 
gbano  to  the  uninitiftted  dud  unthinking  may  GGni  rath  r  hrgi,  but 
ftUctfit  iS  feraembered  that  the  city  of  New  l:ork  aloi^e  contatna  one 
million  souls  and  that  ihe  eighty  sis  thousand  p eraonB  mitired  last 
year  are  scattreri,d  all  tiver  the  United  State"  the  number  fiinka  into 
liWWmm^iicance    '  )  i]'   '   t.  Jw 

Of  late  yoara  hfe  maurance  has  ift#iAI»ed  the  itieTAHto  6t  Aib^ 
^aidtttific  atudtous  teen  att^  it  Has  cou^e^ttenfl^  «dt&i<}e4  m^^l^p 
Td^  and  'tittcldr  n^iiit^  stab!<tiA)ttal~iin^roTetoents  tba'a  47erifciefeM 
MbOy  seV  features  hiive  alto  heejt  ratrodbeed^  ^WMoH  obtotaeAd^It^^ 
sdv^r  td  »ib  phblid  tite  lial  tt  Srttrab  i^  f»«  o^labmh A^tP  St  Glii*ta 
\mS  I  Ohio  0?'%^  'Halifieteasman  J1fe  jQbifmice  Oompiny.ithe 
pioneer  Homceopathio  Company  m  the  United  Stifes        *  i^       ■} 

1%e  id^'or!:giUftted  shme  Uostih^  n^  cA^a  ineetitg  of-n-nfinflMr  of 
thfe  moEff  pfdmlnent  and  respected  tomtoopUhie  physician?  t>f  thit 
iltfd  ither  81(^^9  It  Vds  by  tbetri  elbae^y  followed  up  the  iBofef  iall 
ihi»  sMtiMic^  frire  obtained'  ixii  aStbi:  ^<ich.e6to  toiS  sfudt  the  UfeU 
te^'^as  put 'id  shape  "ted  t^iB  ^toitfptihy 'organised  in  tuj  spftcUl 
ififerifAtbt^  tb^'honlceop'atiiiats  niks  npto  whose  U^es  tbty  afte-^  ^ 
iSdftb-Cate^l  tolcefaticmft  feel  anthonrtd  arid 'ogres  ttr  ftotfept  ■air'tfll 
pffPOeHl''^felow'thy  ordinary  rates  The  Coffl^fiHyiaB  afl  ntopfe  Jl*ids 
ti^ljaa'h'Q^irtgJ  and  its  Board  (fDtre^ors  IS  cboipoisd  ef 'nia«;^'«f 
tEi4  tn^s«  Wealthy  atld  <BtibB>tatib&l  me^o&a'nts  af  Oler^iJnd  It«  FrSA^ 
dent  Mr  H  M  (.hapin  is  Mayot  of  OUvelaiid  «nTi  orie-(JI  ilK  ift^l 
esteemed  citizens  Ita  Secretary  Mr  Asher  S  Mills  la  well  known 
to  tfvf ,;uiiuri^c&  l^jk^e^aUj  of  thi»  State  As  an  energetic  and  nnti 
ring  manager  wa^^^^jpeft^ajj  A^jg-j^t^^^he  old  Mutual 
liife,"  be  there  gained  much  Taluatlfi.  information  ;  and  the  care  and 
&^^,he  has  sinee  baatowe4  fPQil>-l>!|  Pr!M^?^9>>>>^^,^''g^^  for^him 
ji  ^(r^iid,  jpp^itjon  among;  our  spq^t  jg.t^y|gMitiani  Telif^le,  lye.-aad^ 
wrtters.  ,;  .,.,,■--;,'-  r--. :■-■.■■      ■  -../'.iv^a  jo 

'.-jThaB  ablj-offioerad  and. dir^cte^j  and, started  upon  a.flOQna|1i^tS, 
^(i^Q^mpany  flH^Bt  prove  agreatffloces^..;^  ';.  .,  ....-vj  ^7  ;■■,:  5J9 

A  good  homceopathist  is  required  at  Jacksonville,  Florida,  Ad- 
dress C.  L.  Robinson,  Esq. 
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The  ASM§mmaW^sMmim^/-k'>mM^i  v.  ^y- 

Bj  reference  to  the   advertisement  in  our   supplement  it  will  be 
noticed  that  this  company  offor  particular  inducements  to  homoeopathic 

"  We   earnestly   invite  your   cordial   co-operation    to  introduce 
the    Atlantic    Mutual    Life     Insurance    Company,    to    the  ■  physi- 

that  this  Company  relies  chiefly-»^n  their  support,  perceiving  the 
iampdiigm^tylbl  insuHnfg  th^v.pat)rb\is  tf  tkeViliockoeopatlii&  kntl  tJoi^'ikllo- 
pathic  systems  of  practice  upon   equal  xkbesi,  ifaelyoiiAie,yd]beided'C6 

propose  not  only  to  maJce  a  deduc^po  (Of- t^ij  ger  '?69Jfff^'^T>p^f/rfgfr' 
^  lar  rates  charged ]5y  other  first  clasaCompai^Jes,  on  all  prdpmm^jpaia 
Ky^'ftie-'plitrbns  of  hbinieopathyV  Vtt,  if  p^art^^^^ 
greater  deduction.  Inasmuch  as  the  comparative  rates' bfmfdHalrty 
*^  SotTi^ot'  defimtely  a«cei*taiB^a,^^na  believing  tliat  tlie^reMtf^bf  a 
fewVy^fS  e4pefte¥ee%in  4s6ibRs^-1^e  fact  that  tf  iiftfe!*efcce^  of  in>lk 
tsmn^fl^o  U«renfy-fiv«i^  ^ei^ceBt\twiji^ev  ^undia.^xiAi,;  -iBmd',  tii^  the 
patrons  of  Hom<&dpartdiy  may:  :^eive  ^^^  qf ;  iaeriE^M 

.fepg^YHy .  .<«»L  ^^ij?h, tbeif  W^cn^lis  i^ntitifF^,  ffee-pffij^m  <^thig'f[om- 
pany  intend  to  base  the  apportionmmtj^yi'md^fydi'it^ 


mVA  a^bth^r  f)ra(^trcal  advira^ge  ^fi^  d^erl^ed  from  the  fact  the  exact 
$ui|)eiiority  bf^ihe  homaeibpftthicAjiyitem  oCmMioal:^^^ 
that  of  ail  others,  will  be  oonola£dttfly.demoiiilrMe^;V^i;LT  i  .       r  l: 

.  She:  p^Ac^titioners  iahd  .patrons oof  hdrnMointbry'^^fllriidily  perceive 
|b^:  theiif  it^er^^sts  ifflj  hp^  V^^^P^^?})ff-.^J9}V^^^)^J^/S[y}^So 
pptwf^We  jbh^ir  jiji'ifc^^d  a^d  cp^Ul  .V^^ppc^V  ^  }H  m9<^%^  \^h9S^ 
dent  with  the  interests  of  the  homoeopathic  prachcer(if^^m$4^fl^m<c^.^^; -^ 

D.  Sprinqsteed,        E.  Darwin  Jones,        L.  TM[.  Pratt, 
H.  M.  Paine,  J.  W.  Cox,  W.  J.  Baker, 

J.  S.  I^^i^^^ezi  Mdi-^WffiflfeOH.  iriAomoiK  ^ 

Homoeopathtc  Phydcmns.  residing  in  Albany  County, 
^  i  rcordiall}^  feoommend  j&e  Jitlai^ifl.'Miituidiliife  IiusttciHieei Com- 

pft50^'.^9.*Jv^;Pftt5QHlftgf,of  Uij&:b^  ^^  :.T.:;;vi:J 

.  ^  ^ecTttaxyof  NeiD  York  State' HanuBopatkic  MedtcfU  Socxeiv.  * 


, An, Intelligent  Phap^aoeutist.  —  An  H.I).,  (?)  who  proposeia 
to  undersell   tnose  who  deal  m  pure  preparations,  speaks  of  "what 
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BOCLETIES-WHEN    AND    WHERE    THEY      3CKET.— 1866. 

The  "  American  InstiXute  of  Homoapaihy  "  at  FitUbnrgii,  on 
Wednesday.  Jutie  6th,  1866. 

Pennsylvania  Homaxipaikic  Medical  Society,  first  meeting  at 
Pittsburgh,  Tuesday,  June  5, 1866. 

The  "  HomiBopa/liic  Medical  Society  of  Ohio"  at  Columbus,  Taea- 
ilay,  June  12th. 

The  "  Michigan  Iitsiitnte  of  Homteopathy"  at  Detroit,  On  Tdob- 
day,  June  19,  1866.  Euwci  A.  Lodoe,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  "  Massachusetts  Hoirueopathic  Society,"  AcDual  Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  10, 

The  North-Western  Frovers'  Association,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  13, 
1866.  at  168  Clark  street,  Chicago. 

J.  Cation  Duncak,  M.  D.,  Ree.  See. 

The  "  HomcBopathic  Medical  Sod.ety  of  Wisconsin,"  at  LaCrosse, 
Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  1866.  H.  B.  Dale,  M.  D..  Secretary. 

New  Hampshire  Homaopathic  Medical  Society  at  ,  Jan.  20. 

J.  H,  Galunqer,  Secretary,  Concord,  K.  H. 

New  York  State  Homaopathic  Medical  Society,  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867, 

H.  M.  PiiNE,  M,  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st.,  Albany. 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 
names  and  addresses,  with  dates  and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of 
proceedings,  &c.] 


UICHiaAN    HOUOEOFATHIC    INSTITUTE. 

The  second  annaal  meeting  of  the  Institute  will  be  held  in  the 
basement  of  the  Christian  Church,  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and 
Beaubien  street,  on  Tuesday,  19th  day  of  June. 

The  following  special  committees,  appointed  at  the  last  meeting, 
are  expected  to  make  reports: 

On  Honorary  Membership — Drs.  A.  W.  Walker  and  S.  W.  Pat- 
tlson. 

On  F-uUication — Drs.  E.  A,  Lodge,  and  E.  H.  Drake. 

On  Sigh  Dilutions— ItT.  E.  H.  Drake,  E.  B.  Ellis,  I.  D.  Craig, 
A.  Walker  and  F.  Woodruff* 
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On  Caies  Cured  vdth  or^e  Remedy— Dtb.  G.  T.  Rand,  I.  N.  Eld- 
ridge,  J.  B.  Tuttle. 

On  Frovings  of  Indegenous  ReinedieS'^DTS.  L.  M.  Jones,  P.  H. 
Hale,  H.  B.  Bagley.  '  ^ 

On  Dose— Dra  C.  J.  Ilempel,  Isaac  Douglass,  C.  A.  Williams. 

On  Su-'gery—Dra.  E.  R.  Ellis,  A.  J.  Sawyer,  Smith  Rogers,  A. 
Farnsworth. 

OnTcUhology—Dra.  E.  H.  Drake,  A.  J.  Sawyer,  J.  R.  Hyde. 

On  Obstetrics^Dra,  A.  Walker,  J.  W.  Pattison,  A.  Bagley. 

On  Medical  Electricity— Dra,  W.  J.  Calvert,  Joseph  Sill,  B.  L. 
Roberts,  J.  A.  Albertson. 

On  Physiology — Drs.  J.  M.  Long,  A.  W.  Walker,  F.  Finster. 

On  Homasopathic  Colleges  and  HomosojmtJtic  Professorship  in 
State  University — Drs.  C.  J.  Uempel,  E.  H.  Drake,  F.  Woodruflf. 

On  Small  Pox — Drs.  Lewis  Taylor,  F.  X.  Spranger. 

On  Delegates  to  other  Societies — Drs.  John  R.  Smith,  A.  R.  Ball, 
Orrin  Fowle. 

On  Anatomy — Drs.  S.  N.  Coons,  T.  R.  Huntington,  C.  J.  Covey. 

On  Chemistry-^E.  C.  Wilbur,  A.  B.  Spinney,  T.  B.  Lamb. 

The  Annual  Address  will  be  delivered  by  Prof.  C.  J.  Hempel. 


CHAIB    OF  HOMCEOPATHY    IN    THE    MICHIGAN    STATE 

XTNIVERSITY. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  held  March  27thf  1866,  at 
Ann  Arbor f  the  foUoimng  application  was  presented  and  referred  to 
the  Com??iittee  on  the  Medical  Department, 

[This  will  be  the  final  appeal  of  our  physicians  to  the  Regents ;  if 
rejected  they  will  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court.] 

To  the  Honorable    the  Board  of  Regents  of   the    University  of 
Michigan  : 

Your  petitioners,  a  committee  of  the  Homoeopathic  Institute  of 
Michigan,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  homoBopathio  physicians  of  the 
State,  respectfully  represent  as  follows  : 

That  by  section  2187  of  the  Compiled  Laws  of  Michigan,  (vol  I, 
p.  711,)  authorising  the  Regents  of  the  University  to  appoint  a  Presi- 
dent, Professors,  &c.,  it  is  ^^ provided  that  there  shaM  always  be  at 
least  one  Professor  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  Department  of  Medicine  J* 
That  although  several  applications  have  hitherto  been  made  to  your 
.Honorable  Board  that  such  appointment  be  made,  in  order  to  carry 
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p^t  the  o>yip^ri?te^|b)  of.JVpi  J^^^  ^ave 

not,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  attended  with  success. 
-i'I^5ro4r  ipefi^oiieri,  ^hi^rMfy  re<%liisiij'g  lioVo^l^^  th6  i^i^but 
the  duty  of  the  Regents  to  await  a  reasonable  letfgth*'^  iknS'b^lWd 
likkl^g  4m'cUap^ointmd^t9;'dtidjtoguard^a^  Gt^it  ef&tH^ceO' 

pathy  being  filled  by  an  incompetent  person,  beg  feiit^'^o  bilJia'j^J 
TeiA^f&AfikAiie  4hat  moi^e^^Hdk  d^vSn  '^e&^s^iky^  ekps^^i  sint^iibi^leg- 
i41atlt«:^fe«o^ik^ltton  ^df.th^  vjk'lu4  of  the  li^n^opklldcvjryst^n?  a^d  the 
necessity  of  securing  to  it  in  our  University  privileges  eqaal  td  thol^B 
graiiMta  other -feystedis.''    /.  .  ■-i.-ia  .11    a    c\<'l-'-.j^:.-W:-.''i\y) 

Th^itpiai^  witk  Whfch 'lioiioeopiiyhy  hsis  g*6Vm  iti^^o^ilkr^  liivor, 
vk  tHeiaidb  4{  f&niietit  theories  aiitl  aj^inst  a  vigor^s  a^dl^nti^ued 
opposition,  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  utility: '  In/  Eur^e- i1j>  bai 
enlisted  eminent  names  ''In  it&  suppdirt.  ^  In  *  S^otli^nd/  Austrit'  and 
Prussia  p«W5titiioners  of  homoeopathy  have  honorably  filled^-^rcrf^fej^sor- 
shipis  in  various  universities.  In  pur  owi^  State  alouQ  more  than  t^ 
hundred  practitioiier^  of '  homoeopathy  are^iiud*  -  N6''in<K)ni^dei?able 
pi<if Uori  of ^uj?  poptilaiioTii,  iftef  a  fair  trial;^  is  convinced  rof  its  ifcbferits 
and  fully  satisfied  with  its  results.  •    -      :^^' 

'>  W-b  assuine,  therefore, '  ihat  it  will  b«  conceded  that  the  itiy  of 
experiments  dhd  doubt  hais^  ps^ssed ;  that  hbmobopiathy  is  an  established 
sy«t#i6,  *  tfied'  and  ^approved,  and  destined  to  no  miere  ^phenieral 
existence.  Does  not  the  public  good,  therefore,  require  that  the 
intent  of  the  Legislature,  so  emphatically  expressed,  should  be  car- 
ried dii^^t  4s  darljr:ellperi<>d.  as '^|>6ssil^  t^  h6JLk!tl6iid 
welfare  of  the  vast  number  of  tyurhrhkfeitants  who  are  willing  to  con- 
fide in  this  system  demand  that'its  practitioners  should  receive  an 
e^ual  eSucation  9.ndl)e  entitled  to  equal  privileges  in  our  Universitj 
with  those  who  practice  otherwise  ?  .  Js  it  justice  to  those  to  vrhoin 
are  to  be  entrusted  the  hei^lth  and  lives  of  many  of  our  citizehs  to 
depriveHKem  of  the  l,ibera]L  advantages  of  our  University  and  compel 
them  to  go  to  other  States  to  receive  the  benefits  which  the'  tnunifi!- 
c'ence  of  the  Federal  gbvernnient  has  initiated,  and  th<^  care  of  oiir 
State  government  has  fostered  at  our  own  doors  ?  Finally,  will  hot  a 
\longer  lieglect  of  the  ap{)bintme1at  of  a  professor  of  homoeopathy^be  a 
'Jjractickl  condemnation  of  the  system  ?  Will  it  •  not  be  giving  to 
another  system  an  unjust  preference  t  Is  it  not  the  creation,  or  at 
iWst  the  perpetuation,  of  a  monopoly  inequitable  in  itself  and  incom- 
'patitne  with  ^the  elucidation  of  truth  ?  Homoeopathy  desires  no  par- 
iinbtinti,^ vantages,  no  otter  favor  than  an  equal  opportunity.  Ifeia 
willing  ttdr  stand  or  fall. ai^  its  merits  or  its  defects  shall  prevail.     ' 


y  ■'. 


.'"'■'  -If 

:<  ^     '.-.:....■      I  » 
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V; 


The  objection   is  often  advanced  that  the  theories  of  allopathy 
and  homoeopathy  cannot  exist  side  by  side  in  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing.    Such  has   not  been  the   experience  of  other  countries.     Wo 
believe  that  the  objection  is  more  specious  than  real.     There  is  no 
more  inherent  belligerancy  between  allopathy  and  homoeopathy,  which 
renders  positive  acts  of  hostility  necessary,  than  between  the  various 
sects  of  religion  or  parties  in  politics.     We  are  compelled  to  admit 
that  homoeopathy  has  labored  against  obloquy  and  aspersion.     Much 
of  this  and  the  prejudice  against  it,  would  doubtless  be  overcome  by 
giving  it  a  recognised  position  in  our  University  and  placing  it  oti  thet 
same  ground  as  the  other  branches  of  science.     But  even  admitting 
that  the   professors  of  the   two   systems   should  bo  unable  to  act 
together  in  the   most  perfect  harmony,   we  respectfully  submit  thtit. 
this  is  no  valid  reason  why  the  one  should  be  admitted  and  the  other 
excluded.     The  law  has  recognised  both,  and  equal  rights  should  be 
conceded  to  both.     Pul)lic  opinion  is  not  very  unequally  divided  a^. 
to  the  utility  of  each,  and  each  should  have  a  fair  chance.     There  art- 
ihose  who  earnestly  believe  in  the  superiority  of  one  over  the  other. 
The  vital  importance  of  discovering  where  this  supei^iority  lieU,  or  if 
it  lies  anywhere,  is  too  great  to  deny  or  refuse  to  either  an  opportu- 
nity for  untrammelled  competition  as  against  the  other.     Some  think 
that  each  has  excellencies  as  well  as  defects.    There  are  many  who* 
wholly  prefer  one  system  and  care  little  for  the  other.     There  are 
many  who  desire  to  compare  the  two  systems  side  by  side,  and  exam- 
ine their  relative  merits  as  set  forth  and  explained  by  the  professors' 
of  the  respective  theories.     If  both  are  true,  then  an  equality  should 
be  conceded  to  both  in  our  system  of  free  university  education.     If 
one  be  entirely  true  and  the  other  entirely  false  the  truth  cannot  be 
more  speedily  elucidated  and  error  more  effectually  discovered  than 
by  bringing  them  face  to  face.     If  each  be  partly   true  and  partly 
false,  no  better   method  of  discriminating  what  should  be  retained 
from  what  should  be  discarded  can  be  devised  than  by  placing  the 
opposing  theories  in  close  contact. 

For  the  reasons  which  we  have  stated,  and  for  many  others  which 
will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  your  Honorable  Board,  we  submit 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  appointment  of  ''  o^  least  one  Pro- 
feasor  of  Hovi<Bopathy  in  the  Department  of  Medicine*^  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  ;  and  on  behalf  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of 
Michigan,  we  respectfully  suggest  the  name  of  Charles  J,  Hempel, 
if.  i>.,  of  Grand  Kapids,  as  a  person  entirely  competent  to  fill  the 
position,  and  as  having  the  entire  confidence  of  the  homoeopathic  pro- 

19 
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fession.     Dr.  Hempel  is  the  author  and  translator  of  many  important 
medical  and  scientific  works,  among  which  are 

I.  Hahnemann's  Materia  Medica  Para,  four  large  octavo  volumes. 
8.  Hahnemann's  Chronic  Diseases,  five  large  octavo  volumes. 

8.  Hartmann's  Acute  and  Chronic  Diseases,  four  large  12  mo.  vols. 
4.  Rau's  Organon  of  the  Specific  Healing  Art,  one  large  8  vo.  vol. 
6.  Hartmann's  Diseases  of  Children,  one  large  octavo  volume. 

6.  Jahr's  Diseases  of  Women,  one  large  octavo  volume. 

7.  Jahr's  Diseases  of  the  Mind,  one  large  octavo  volume. 

8.  Jahr's  Cutaneous  Diseases,  one  twelve  mo.  volume. 

9.  Hempel's  Organon  of  Specific  Homoeopathy,  one  large  octavo 
volume. 

10.  Jahr's  Symptomen  Codex,  two  very  large  octavo  volumes,  of 
upwards  of  a  thousand  pages  each. 

II,  Hempel's  Repertory  of  Homoeopathy,  one  large  octavo  vol- 
ume, of  upwards  of  a  thousand  pages. 

12.  Hempel  and  Beakley's  Manual  of  Homoeopathic  Practice  .and 
Surgery,  one  large  octavo  volume. 

13.  Hempel's  Domestic   Homoeopathy,    one  volume    octavo,   iiv 
German. 

14.  Hempels  Domestic  Homoeopathy,  one  volume  published  in 
French. 

15.  Hempers  new  and  comprehensive  System  of  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics,  two  large  octavo  volumes,  of  about  one  thousand 
pages  each.  This  work  mis  had  two  editions,  both  of  which  have 
t>een  republished  in  England. 

16.  A  number  of  small  Essays,  etc. 

He  was  lately  a  professor  in  the  Homoeopathic  College  at  Phila- 
delphia, is  a  physician  of  large  experience  and  acknowledged  ability, 
a  gentleman  of  varied  culture  and  moral  worth.  We  believe  that  his 
appointment  would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  homoeopathic  phy- 
sicians throughout  this  State,  and  do  most  respectfully  and  earnestly 
ask  that  the  Board  of  Regents  will  take  his  name  into  their  favorable 
woonsideration. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


AMERICAN    INSTITtJTE    OF    HOMCEOPATHT. 

Gaylord  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  General  Secretary,  announces  that  the 
Institute  will  hold  its  nineteenth  annual  meeting  in  Masonic  Hall,  6th 
Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,   commencing  Wednesday,  June  6th,  at  10 

o'clock  A.  M. 

A  preliminary  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  Evening,  June 
5th,  at  the  house  of  M.  Cotd,  M.  D.,  No.  284  Penn  Street,  at  which  all 
members  of  the  Society  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 
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The  Annual  Address  will  be  delivered  on  Wednesday  Evening, 
June  6tli,  at  8  o'clock^  in  the  same  hall,  by  W^  T.  Helmuth,  M.D.,  rf 
St.  Louis  ;  Pusey  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  alternate.  Aflber 
which  the  members  of  the  Institute  and  their  ladies,  are  invite^  to 
meet  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany  Oounty,  at 
Lafayette  Hall,  on  Wood  Street. 

Thd  report  of  committees  and  the  discussionil  upon  scientific  sub- 
jects, promise  to  be  of  unusual  interest,  and  this  meeting  is  looked 
forward  to  as  likely  to  be  the  most  profitable  in  the  history  of  the 
Institute. 


■»■♦  ■♦ 


uufe  MMtt%,  tit. 


Importanoe  of  Pathological  Indioatjons  in  thi:  seleotion  of 
Remedies.  By  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago,  111.  Transac* 
tions  of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  1865. 

The  following  notice  is  from  the  pen  of  our  esteemed  contributor, 
J.  0.  Peterson,  M.  D.,  of  Union  Springs,  N.  Y. 

We  were  exceedingly  pleased,  when  reading  Dr.  Hale's  article 
with  the  above  title,  to  find  that  one  of  our  school  had  come  out  with 
a  perfect  demonstration  upon  the  subject  of  pathologioaX  indieatwm . 
Pathology  has  been  quite  ignored  by  mo3t  of  the  practitioners  of  our, 
school,- much  to  the  injury  of  the  system.  This  neglect  of  an  import- 
ant branch  of  medical  science  can  easily  be  accounted  for.  When  we 
select  the  remedy  in  any  given  case  that  is  truly  homoeopathic  to  the 
diseased  condition,  it  naturally  covers  all  symptoms,  both  objective 
and  subjective.  This,  at  the  present  time,  results  from  the  truthful- 
ness  of  the  law  of  similars^  and  not  firom  a  premeditated  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  prescriber.  We  all  found  this  so  far  superior  to  the  dom- 
inant method  of  dosing  that  we  have  folded  our  hands  and  thought 
that  the  Alpha  of  medical  science  had  been  reached,  and  no  advance 
was  to  be  made  from  the  dogmas  of  Hahnemann.  We  therefore  have 
been  willing  to  do  without  those  collateral  aids,  which  are  now  begin- 
ning  to  claim  proper  recognition. 

But  when  wo  consider  how  seldom  the  homoeopathic  dose  is  exhib- 
ited in  strict  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic  law,  we  can  appreciate 
more  fully  the  importance  of  a  thorough  pathological  knowledge  of 
disease  and  the  therapeutical  pathological  power  of  the  drug  we  pre- 
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i«nbe.  Dr.  Hale  presents  this  theory:  *'The  truly  pathological 
dym^toms  (objisotave  symptoms  or  structural  lesions)  caused  by  % 
dtag,  are  alone  often  sufficient  data  upon  which  to  base  our  seleoti6n 
of  ^e  specific  homoeopathic  treatment.  And,  furthermore,  that  whea 
^e  shttll  haye  pathogenesis  of  all  our  most  important  drugs,  whioh 
shall  contain  all  the  subjective  and  objective  symptoms  of  such  dnigs^ 
w»  shall  be  able  to 'select  the  curative  remedy  with  a  certainty  as- 
ixntch  superior  to  the  ordinary  method  in  use  in  our  school  as  that 
method  is  superior  to  that  of  the  allopathic." 

The  Doctor  illustrates  this  principle  by  the  action  of  Tartar 
emetic,  and,  as  far  as  this  drug  goes,  he  fully  sustains  his  position. 

The  old  school  has  given  us  reliable  pathological  instructions  of 
all  the  leading  remedies  used  by  them.  Who  has  not  witnessed  the 
extensive  lesions  produced  by  Mercurials,  and  virhen  we  meet  similar 
lesions,  resulting  from  diseased  action,  with  what  confidence  do  we 
prescribe  the  attenuated  Mercurial,  as  the  truly  homoeopathic  specific. 
Opin&l  and  its  Salts  is  another  remedy  that  the  heroism  of  the  domi- 
neix^  school  have  fully  demonstrated.  The  suicide  who  swallows  hia 
dose  of  poison  and  the  murderer  who  administers  the  deadly  draaght 
tlnWittingly  makes  a  contribution  to  pathological  science,  and  perhaps 
Heaven  has  permitted  this  enormous  dosing  and  this  murdering  fOr 
tiie  very  purpose  of  furnishing  us  with  a  medical  history  that  it  would 
be  impossible  otherwise  to  obtain.  From  these  sources — allopathy 
and  drime — we  can  collect  much  valuable  information. 

Dr.  Carroll  Dunham,  of  New  York,  in  a  clinical  report  published 
in  the  Transactions  of  the  New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society,  1865,  page  326,  seems  to  take  a  position  contrary  to  that 
assumed  by  Dr.  Hale.  His  case  is  as  follows  :  "  A  child  was 
attacked  with  a  disease  whose  symptoms  were  similar  to  Asthma  of 
Muller.  Prof.  Clark  made  ^he  diagnosis  as  chronic  lart/ngismus,  and 
the  child  was  placed  under  the  care  of  a  scientific  homoeopath  without 
benefit.  Dr.  D.  was  consulted,  and  upon  examination  of  the  case  he 
resolved  to  dismiss  from  his  mind  "  all  notions  concerning  the  seat 
and  probable  pathological  nature  of  the  disease/'  and  he  made*  a 
detailed  account  of  the  child's  symptoms.  By  investigation  he  found 
that  Nut  vomica  corresponded  with  the  totality  of  the  symptoms  he 
had  arranged.  Thereupon  he  prescribed  Nuz  and  the  child  recov* 
ered  very  promptly.  He  concluded  the  article  in  these  words  :  **  If 
such  a  mode  of  practice  as  this  be,  as  is  charged,  unscientifio, — if  it 
ignore  the  science  of  pathology  and  diagnosis  as  basis  of  treatment— 
this  much,  at  least,  may  be  said  in  its  favor,  that  it  far  surpasses  every 
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other  method  in  the  facilities  it  affords  for  the  fulfilment  of  one  most 
important  object  of  the  physician — the  cure  of  the  patient,^* 

No,  we  would  not  pronounce  it  unscientific  any  sooner  than  we 
would  call  it  unsuccessful.  Dr.  D.  acted  acted  according  to  the  best 
information  he  possessed.  Had  wo  a  proving  of  Nuz,  embracing  its 
full  pathological  power,  (objective  symptoms,)  and  were  we  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  pathological  alterations  and  lesions  which  the 
symptoms  of  this  case  would  produce,  how  easily  and  how  correctly 
oould  the  proper  remedy  have  been  selected,  even  by  the  first 
attendant. 

The  tendency  of  every  disease  is  to  produce  alterations  at  the 
point  of  location^  That  alteration  may  be  simply  functional,  or  it 
may  result  in  lesion  or  other  structural  changes.  These  results  are 
made  manifest  to  a  second  person  by  symptoms.  These  symptoms 
may  be  sensations  which  are  only  discovered  by  the  patient,  or  symp- 
toms occur  which  the  examiner  may  be  co  nizant  of  by  his  own  indi- 
vidual senses.  The  totality  of  these  symptoms  constitute  he  case  as 
it  is  at  the  moment.  In  prescribing  according  to  the  ordinary  method 
we  exhibit  the  drug  whose  pathogenetic  symptoms  most  nearly  cor- 
respond to  the  symptoms  of  the  case.  We  do  not  prescribe  other- 
wise because  we  know  no  better  method,  and  we  know  no  better 
because  we  have  no  pathological  pathogenesis  of  our  drugs.  Had  we 
It  further  knowledge,  such  as  is  advocated  by  r.  Hale,  we  could.thetn 
make  our  selection  ,  not  only  for  the  present  condition,  but  we  would 
take  into  consideration  the  future  of  the  case,  and  thereby  be  enabled 
lo  anticipate  and  combat  those  symptoms  that  un  er  thepresent 
method  we  have  to  prescribe  for  as  they  occur. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  profession  to  possess  and  put  into  practice  as 
much  knowledge  as  possible,  and  I  hold  it  as  true,  that  a  good  kno:wl- 
edge  of  pathology  is  of  more  assistance  than  detriment,  and  as  soon 
as  we  can  have  written  out  a  pathological  pathogenesis  of  all  the  lead- 
ing remedies  will  our  pathology  be  of  practical  benefit  at  the  bedside 
of  the  patient,  instead  of  a  study  only  to  be  pursued  at  the  side  of 
the  cadaver.  We  would  commend  the  article  by  Dr.  Hale  to  the 
seirious  consideration  of  the  profession,  and  we  trust  that  he  will 
€xtend  his  investigations  to  other  remedies. 


The  Cattle  Plague  ;  its  pathology  and  treatment,  with  an  analysis 
of  202  cases,  treated  homoeopathically,  by  Alfred  0.  Pope,  M.  D. 
London,  Henry  Turner  &  Co.,  1866. 

The  Doctor  proves  that  the  Rinderpest  is  curable,  and  farnislief 

#tpUcit  directions  for  the  treatment. 
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New  Remedies,  their  pathogenetio  effaets  find  therupeutieal  applica- 
tion   in    Homojopathio   practice.     By  E,  M.  Hah,  M.  D,     Part  I. 
Publiahcd    at    Dr.    Lodge's     Homoiopalhic     Fharmacy,    Detroit. 
Trice,  61. 
"  This  is  a  second  edition,  enlarged,  and  published  in  parts,  of  the 
work  known  as  'Hale's  New  Remedies.'     In  it  arc  collected  all  the 
provings  of  these  new  and  mostlj  indigenous  remedies,  together  with 
Each  clinical  notices  of  them  as  can  be  found  scattered  through  the 
pages  of  the  Allopathic,  Eclectic  and  Homffiopathio  periodical  litera- 
ture.    In  so  far  as  this  work  may  serve  to  draw  attention  to  theao 
remedies,  some  of  which  are  valuable,  and  so  promote  their  being 
fully  proved,  it  will  perform  a  most  important  use."— iToA^icffiaMMian 
Monthly. 

"  The  first  part  of  the  work,  the  title  of  which  is  given  above, 
containing  pages  16—160,  has  been  sent  us  by  the  publisher.  The 
first  edition  was  well  received  by  the  profession.  "We  are  glad  to 
Dotice  a  great  improvement  in  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  portion 
of  the  work  before  us.  Dr.  Hale  deserves  great  credit  for  his  labori- 
ous efforts  to  enlarge  our  materia  medioa,  and  is  a*  very  induatrioua 
collector  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  action  of  medicinal  agents,  which 
we  trust  some  medical  philosopher  will  ere  long  arrange  and  combine, 
and  present  to  us  in  some  tangible,  reliable  manner,  by  which  the 
various  facta  may  be  understood  and  harmonized,  and  thus  the  appli- 
cation of  tlie  agents,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  Homojopathy,  may 
be  rendered  plain  and  the  rcfiulta  certain.  Wo  would  advise  every 
physician  to  purchase  Dr.  Hale's  Book  and  carefully  study  the  same, 
being  assured  they  will  derive  much  profit  thereby." — American 
Hommopath  ist. 

A  FsiCTlOAL  HoHtEOPATHIC    TbEATISE    ON  THE    DISEASES  OF    WoXER 

AND  Childkek,  intended  for  intelligent  heads  of  families  and  stu- 
dents of  medicine,  by  Henry  Minton,  M.  D.  New  York :  Blelock 
&  Co.,  1866. 

A  well  appearing  octavo  of  461  pages.  For  many  things  it  will  bo 
eonsidered  preferable  to  any  other  homoeopathic  work  adapted  to 
popular  use.  It  is  written  so  clearly  that  any  intelligent  woman  wilt 
readily  comprehend  it.  As  a  matter  of  taate,  we  regret  that  l)r. 
Minton  did  not,  throughout  the  work,  use  the  term  woman  Instead  of 
female. 

The  treatment  proposed  for  the  difierent  diseases  is  generally  jodi- 
eions,  but  there  arc  here  and  there  great  deficiencies.  Hepar  sidpk., 
Pkospkoras,  SUicia,  Sulphur,  Arnica,  Graphites  and  Calcarea  earbo- 
niea  are  recommended  for  mammary  abscess,  and  no  reference  made 
to  Phytdaeea  decandra,  which  is  found  to  arrest  the  inflammation 
and  prevent  theformation  of  matter  almost  invariably  if  promptly  used. 
Then  the  solution  of  Borax,  prescribed  for  Aphthse,  (page  212,)  U 
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vastljinferior  to  Hydrastis  canadensis,    Ptdsatilla  Tbryfi^l  cure  Styo 
quicker  than  Silicia  200. 

Ninety  remedies  are  found  in  the  table  of  medicines,  some  of  them 
articles  which  are  very  rarely  used,  and  nothing  said  of  the  new 
remedies  which  are  found  to  be  so  efficacious. 


Hill's  Epitome  in  German. — A  valued  correspondent  says  : 
"  Domestic  books  and  practitioners  in  no  wise  injure  the  work  of  the 
regular  physician,  but  help  it  on.  Now  there  is  at  present  no  domes* 
tic  work  in  German  which  mentions  the  new  remedies  and  is  written 
on  the  plan  of  Hill's  Epitome.  Small  in  German  is  small ;  Hempel 
in  German  consists  in  giving  Aconite  first  and  last ;  and  Hering  is  too 
diffuse.  A  free  translation  of  Hill's  Epitome  would  do  better.  It 
gives  the  new  remedies,  it  gives  perceptible  doses  in  quick  succes- 
sion, and  is  concise  and  to  the  point.  Our  rough  country-folks,  living 
on  corn  dodgers  and  middlings,  cannot  be  cured  by  Aconite  200,  one 
pellet  in  a  tumble^^full  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  every  Sunday 
morning.  Then,  as  to  dietetic  rules  and  drinks,  they  must  be  adapted 
to  the  condition  and  customs  of  the  Germans.  Also,  regard  must  be 
had  to  their  peculiar  notions  and  traditions  from  the  old  fatherland." 

We  expect  to  publish  a  work  this  year  similar  to  that  proposed 
by  our  correspondent. 


On  the  Use  of  Medicated  Inhalations  in  the  Treatment  op  Dis- 
eases OF  the  Respiratory  Organs,  by  John  M.  Scudder,  M.  D., 
etc.,  etc.     Cincinnati :  Moore,  Wilach  &  Baldwin,  1866.     $1. 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  this  work  from  Prof. 
Scudder.  The  homoeopathic  physicians  may  gather  many  useful 
items,  but  will  find  no  satisfaction  in  the  use  of  the  various  compounds 
recommended  for  inhalation. 


A  Systematic  Treatise  on  Abortion,  by  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College,  etc.,  etc.  Chicago  :  C.  S.  Halsey,  1866.  Price  $8. 
For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

An  octavo  of  347  pages,  well  printed  and  illustrated  by  two  col- 
ored lithographs  and  several  wopd  cuts. 

This  is  the  first  systematic  work  on  the  subject  that  has  appeared, 
and  every  page  gives  evidence  of  the  industry  and  ability  of  the 
author. 

At  another  time  we  expect  to  devote  space  to  an  extended  review 
of  the  book. 
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Che  Akerican  PnAciiCE  Condensed,  on  the  Family  Phtbiciah. 
Being  tlie  SciontiEo  System  of  Medicine,  or  Vegetable  Priuoiplee, 
designed  for  all  elnsscs.  By  W.  Beach,  M.  D. ;  56th  edition, 
1865.  S5. 
We  understand  that  S5.000  was  paid  for  the  copyright  of  thia  book. 
Having  sold  for  so  high  a  price,  and  reached  the  fifty-siith  edition, 
Rome  would  suppose  that  it  is  an  original  and  valuablo  work. 
Let  us  enquire  into  its  originality, 

B«acb.  (con-righl^d  1 HJ}  pugty  -ISl.  r^ffc  SSI  ]IoBper|8^M^ij|I^Diction»ry.  [oop,- 

■'  Bv  6om6  phyiiriaiia  it  his  been  coti-  ,.  Qy  gome  Braclitioners  it  has  been  con- 
.idereJ  rather  tm  a  paralytic  affection  Meied  rather  ae  a  paralytic  affection 
tban  as  a  convulaivo  ilisoriler,  and  has  i],^„  g,  ^  convnlsive  disorder,  and  hs  ■ 
been  thought  to  arise  from  a  reiaiation  ,  !,„„  thought  lo  arise  from  a  relaxation  of 
of  the  muacles,  which,  being  unable  to  the  rouadea,  s.hicb,  being  unable  to  pet- 
perform  Ihelr  fnnotions  in  moving  the  form  their  funcliona  in  moving  the  limhi, 
limba,    shake  them  irregularly  by  jerka,  ' ,  ghake  them  inagularly  by  jerks. 

BMoh,  pogo  iW,  I  raRc  sa.Hoopor'a  ModiMl  DicUoniry. 

" —  a  partial  or  total  obstruclion  ofi  "A  partial  or  total  obatrncti  On  of  the 
Ihe  menaes  in  women  from  othor  causes  ,  mcnaea  in  women  from  otbcrcauaes  than 
than  pregnancy  or  old  aec.  The  mcnsea  pregnancy  and  old  age.  The  menae 
should  be  regular  as  lo  Uic  quantity  and  ahould  be  regulaVas  to  quantity  and  qual< 
quality ;  that  their  discharge  should  ob- !  ity  ;  and  that  ihia  discharge  ahould  ob- 
serve the  monthly  period,  ia  essentia!  to  serve  the  monthly  period  ia  essentia!  t 
health.  When  it  is  obstruclGd  nature  health.  When  It  ia  obatiucled  natur 
makes  her  efforts  to  obtain  for  it  some  makes  her  efforta  to  obtain  for  it  aom 
other  oullet ;  if  the  elforta  of  nature  fail  other  outlet.  When  theao  efforts  of  na- 
the  cnnsequcnce  may  be  fever,  pulmonic  !  turefail  the  consequence  may  be  pyrexia, 
diseases,  spaamaJic  affections,  hysteria, '  pulmonic  diacaBCs,  epasmodic  affections, 
epilepsy,  mania,  ajioplexy,  green  sick-  hysteria,  epilepsy,  mania,  apoplexy,  cblo- 
neiB,  according  to  (lie  general  habit  and  rosia,  according  to  the  general  habits  and 
disposition  of  the  pnlient."  disposition  of  the  patient," 

Throughout  the  work  paragraph  after  paragraph  call  be  found 
which  has  been  taken  from  Hooper's  Dictionary,  without  reference  or 
quotation  mark.  The  treatment  has  been  gathered  from  botanic  sour- 
ces. Yet  we  hear  Eclectics  talk  of  the  eminent  Dr.  Boach  and  his 
introductiou  of  the  reformed  practice  of  medicioe. 

Ah  to  its  valne  but  little  can  be  said.  On  tbe  title  page  it  pro- 
tends to  be  botanic,  bat  it  is  far  from  being  exclusively  botanio  in  its 
preaoriptiouB ;  many  minerals  are  employed.  A  brief  reference  to 
hpmceopatby  sbowo  that  Dr.  Beach  knew  nothing  aboat  it.  0ns  of 
the  lessons  to  be  learned  from  homtsopathy  he  very  gravely  declareB 
to  be  "  to  give  medicines  as  coneentratcd  as  possible." 

1.  Tkans*ct[ons  of  the  Nobthwmtern  PaovEft'a  AesooiATiOii  of 
Hahnemann  Medical  College,  vol,  1,  pp.  19.  C.  S.  Halsej 
Ohioago. 

2.  "  HoMtEOPATHic  Organization,"  March  No.  "  New  England  Med- 
ical Gazette." 

The  Faculty  and  Students,  or  a  portion  of  them,  of  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College,  have  organized  themselves  into  a  society  bar- 
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ing  for  its  object  the  augmentation  of  our  Materia  Medica.     This 
laudable  object  is  set  forth  in  the  following 

PREAMBLE. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  recognizing  the  importance  of  a  knowledi^e 
of  the  physiological  action  of  drugs,  do  hereby  form  ourselves  into  a 
Society  for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  same,  believing  that  much 
benefit  will  accrue,  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  the  entire  profession,*' 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  Association  shall  be  composed 
of  Physicians,  Pharmaceutists  and  Students  of  Medicine.  The 
By-Laws  are  excellent,  and  we  quote  some  of  them : 

"  Section  1.  This  Association  shall  hold  two  sessions  annually  in 
Chicago — one  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November  for  the  election  of 
officers,  which  shall  be  done  by  ballot— the  other  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  February. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep  a 
record  of  all  meetings  and  provings  of  the  Society,  and  act  as  general 
Secretary. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to 
correspond  with  Physicians,  Students  of  Medicine,  and  other  persons 
who  may  wish  to  engage  in  the  proving  of  drugs,  and  report  the  same 
to  the  Association,  and  to  give  notice  of  all  meetings,  elections  and 
other  transactions  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  of  three,  composed  of  the 
President,  Recording  Secretary  and  such  other  person  as  the  Assooi* 
ation  may  elect,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  draw  up  a  set  of  rules  for 
the  government  of  provers ;  select  the  drugs  to  be  proved  ;  systema- 
tise the  provings  as  fast  as  received,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  act  as  a  Publishing  Committee. 

Sec.  8.  Each  member  of  the  Association  is  required  to  contribute 
at  least  once  a  year  a  proving,  partial  proving,  or  toxical  effect  of  a 
drug,  or  a  clinical  fact,  and  send  a  copy  to  the  Committee  of  three. 

By  this  organization  the   members  will  be  enabled  to  work  to 

advantage,  and  their  results  will  become  the  property  of  homoeopathy, 

and  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Association  , 

Fresident^E.  M.  HALE,  M.  D.,  124  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  El. 

Vice  Presidents — H.  T.  F.  Gatchell,  M.  D.,  Kenosha,  Wis. ;  B. 
Parsons,  M.  D.,  Watuga,  111. ;  J.  DeVille  Dennis,  M.  D.,  Watrous- 
ville,  Mich. 

Recording  Secretary — T.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  59  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 

Trecuurer — C.  H,  Cogswell,  M.  D.,  Moline,  111. 

One  of  Committee — P.  W.  Gordon,  M.  D.,  Sterling,  III, 

Honorary  Members — John  F.  Gray,  M.  D„  New  York  City  ;  W. 
H.  HoLcoMBE,  M.  D.,  New  Orleans,  liouisiana ;  E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D., 
Detroit,  Micliigan. 
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HoMOrary  Corresponding SecrcLiLiies — C.  IlEniNG,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of 
Practice,  Philadelphia  College,  Penn.  ;  A.  Lippe,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Ma- 
teria Medica,  Philadelphia  "College,  Penn. ;  C.  Dunham,  M.  D.,  Prof. 
of  Materia  Medicn,  N.  Y.  Woman's  College,  New  York;  G.  W. 
Barnes,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  Cleveland  College,  Ohio  ; 
J.  T.  Templk,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  St.  Louia  College,  Mo. ; 
G.  E.  Sbipman,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica,  Hahnemann 
College,  111. ;  D.  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  President  of  Hahnemann  College, 
111. ;  J.  S.  PouoLAS,  M,  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  ;  W.  H.  Burt,  M.  B., 
LyoDa,  Iowa;  C-  J.  Hempel,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The  importance  of  a  well  digested  set  of  regalations  governing 
the  manner  of  proving  haa  not  been  overlooked  by  the  yonng  AssocU 
ation,  as  is  shown  by  the  follbwing 

ROLES. 

1.  Each  person  ia  expected  to  provide  himself  with  a  note-book, 
in  which  he  will  record  faithfully  the  following  general  reqairementa : 

2.  His  name,  age,  temperament,  disposition,  constitution,  occupa- 
tion, (dsy  by  day,)  habits,  laanner  of  living,  hours  of  sleep,  meUs, 
exercise,  ka. 

8.  Looalitj  of  the  prover,  the  year,  month,  day,  season,  weather, 
(ohanges  thereof,)  and  if  there  is  any  epidemic  or  endemic  in  tht 
vioinity. 

4.  State  of  health  for  several  days  prior  to  taking  drug. 

5.  Name  of  remedy,  attcnnation,  amount  taken,  how  taken,  when 
taken,  and  each  repetition.  « 

6.  Note  each  symptom  carefully  and  foithfully  as  near  as  possible 
in  the  order  of  their  occurrence,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient, 
atating  the  time  of  their  appearance  or  reappearance  and  duration. 

7.  All  prominent  symptoms  may  be  underlined  so  as  to  rendor 
them  conspicioifs. 

8.  In  describing  the  locality  of  symptoms,  technical  terms  must 
be  employed. 

9.  Describe  carefully,  each  morning,  all  symptoms  which  may 
have  occurred  during  the  night; 

10.  Let  each  remedy  be  faithfully  tried  one  week;  intermit  one 
or  more  weeks,  then  resume  again. 

11.  Do  not  change  the  habitual  diet. 

12.  No  member  is  expected  to  prove  any  remedy  but  what  is 
directed  by  the  Committee. 

13.  Any  member  who  wishes  a  remedy  proved  must  send  the  sams 
to  the  Committee,  who  will  give  precedence  according  to  date  of  arrival. 

Thalt  the  Association  means  work,  and  that  they  ha.ve  already 
accomplished  considerable,  is  shown  by  the  following  list  of  remedies 
that  have  already  been  tested  by  the  members:  Evpatorium  pur- 
pureum,  (se'e  Hales  2d  edition),  Eryngium  aquatieum,  (see  Hale's 
2d  editioD),  Arsenicum  iodiditm,  (ace  U.  S.  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,)  Lycopus  virginieus,  Mitekella  repens,  Myiiea  eerifera,  Nym^ 
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j^ii(B  odor  Ota,  Ostrya  vi^giniea^  Ptelia  trifolia,  Scutellaria  lateri/olia, 
Senecio  aureus^  Sticta  pulmonaria,  StUlingia  sylvatiea^lTecoma  radi-^ 
cans,  (see  Hale's  2d  edition. ) 

While,  in  addition  to  the  re-proving  of  the  above  named  remedies, 
the  Association  have  selected  twenty-two  new  remedies  for  proving 
daring  the  coming  year,  including  many  that  will  enrich  our  Materia 
Medica.  We  would  suggest  to  the  Association  the  provings  of  Oleum 
Cq/uputi,  the  volatile  oil  of  the  leaves  of  Melaleuca  Cqfuputit  a  tree 
growing  in  the  East  Indies. 

In  order  to  bring  the  labors  of  the  Society  prominently  before  the 
profession,  the  following  was  resolved 

On  motion,  Whereas  the  funds  of  the  Association  are  so  meagre 
that  we  will  not  be  able  to  publish  our  provings,  cases,  &c.,  with  the 
Transactions  this  year ;  and  whereas  they  would  be  more  available  to 
the  profession  in  a  compact  form,  with  other  new  provings ;  and 
whereas  Prof.  Hale  agrees  to  insert  them  in  the  new  edition  of  New 
Provings,  giving  each  prover,*  and  .  the  Association,  due  credit ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  place  the  same  at  his  disposal,  to  be  duly 
inserted  in  the  second  edition  of  the  New  Provings.* 

The  President  of  the  Association,  Professor  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D., 
entertained  the  members  at  his  private  residence,  where  both  the 
physical  and  mental  man  was  feasted,  and  had  such  a  good  time  gen- 
erally that  we  can  only  wish  we  had  been  there.  During  the  even- 
ing the  President  addressed  his  friends.     We  quote  the  following  : 

"  Your  Association,  this  winter,  has  not  been  idle.  Nearly  one 
half  of  the  whole  class  are  enrolled  as  members  of  your  Society. 
With  a  commendable  self  sacrifice,  you  have  not  hesitated  to  take 
medicines  until  you  felt  their  influence  on  your  system,  in  the  causa- 
tion of  many  forms  of  physical  and  even  mental  suffering.  Twenty- 
one  out  of  thirty-four  of  your  number  have  made  experiments  upon 
yonrselves  with  'drugs  more  or  less  powerful.  This  you  haye  done 
under  circumstances  which  would,  it  would  seem,  discourage  almost 
any  medical  student  from  such  an  undertaking.  When  we  come  to 
enumerate  your  many  duties,  it  is  surprising  that  yon  engaged  in  the 
self-allotted  task  of  physiological  experimentation. 

You  have  been  obliged  to  listen  to,  and  take  notes  of,  from  six  to 
eight  lectures  every  day.  These  lectures  you  must  keep  in  your 
memory,  and  compare  them,  out  of  lecture  hours,  with  the  various 
text  books  of  the  different  branches.  Not  only  this,  but  you  have 
attended  the  dispensary,  labored  in  the  dissecting  room,  and  attended 
the  session^  of  the  EUthnemann  Institute. 

When,  may  I  ask,  with  all  this  labor,  have  you  had  time  fi>r  rest 
and  recreation  ?    Rest  you  haye  had  but  little,  except  in  the  hours  of 


•  TW  S«Mtj  isiflftdi  tibrt  Tfll.n  fff  tJbe  •«  TaaaMtioai,  Ae^»*  vffl  OQiiiatB  all  Pkovia^ 
£beT«r. 
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sleep  snatched  from  those  of  labor.  And  such  sleep,  fall,  I  will  waf- 
rent,  of  phantom  shapes  that  in  myriads  danced  athwart  your  dreams, 
and  represented  by  their  fantastic  forms  the  abnormal  manifestations 
of  an  overworked  brain.  Recreation^  you  have  had  none,  unless  it  be 
a  few  moments,  when  in  dim  retrospect  you  have  called  up  visions  of 
dear  ones  far  away.  In  view  of  ali  these  duties,  I  repeat,  your  efforta 
in  the .  direction  of  drug-proving  have  been  most  satisfactory  and 
praiseworthy. 

When  I  commenced  the  course  of  Lectures  which  are  now  30 
nearly  ended,  such  was  the  precarious  condition  of  my  health  that  I 
did  not  dare  to  lecture  before  you  but  once  a  week,  and  did  not  know 
but  each  attempt  would  be  the  last.  But  to  my  own  surprise  and 
gratification,  I  was  enabled  to  continue,  and  during  the  Senior  Term 
appeared,  before  you  nearly  every  day." 

'*  Eternal  vigilance"  is  said  to  be  the  "  price  of  liberty  ;**  we  might 
continue  the  adage  and  declare  that  eternal  stud^  is  the  price  of  medi* 
cal  knowledge.  The  attainment  of  that  positiveness  of  medical  knowl- 
edge that  makes  a  competent  homoeopath,  can  only  result  from  clpsei 
and  laborious  study.  No  book  of  forms,  warranted  to  stimulate  or 
deplete,  to  sweater  soothe,  or  purge,  lays  at  his  elbow,  out  of  which  to 
copy  the  base,  the  corrective,  the  coloring  matter,  and  the  dilutant, 
all  of  which  combined  form  an  ordinary  allopathic  prescription  ;  but 
he  has  his  pathogetiesis,  in  which  is  recorded  the  symptoms,  elucidv 
'  ting  the  curative  power  of  hundreds  of  drugs,  embracing  all  depart* 
ments  of  nature,  and  collected  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth. 
This  is  his  book  of  forms,  his  therapeutics.  To  enlarge  and  perfect 
that  book  is  the  pride  of  every  true  homoeopath ;  to  confirm  that  already, 
written,  and  to  contribute  new  stores  of  provings,  not  only  does  credit 
to  the  prover,  but  promotes  the  efficiency  of  homoeopathy,  and  thus 
relieves  the  suffering  sick.  The  addition  of  Veratrum  viride,  DiaseO' 
rea,  Bapiisiaj  SfC.y  has,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  not  only  relieved 
unbearable  anguish,  but  has,  in  more  than  one  instance,  in  my  hands, 
saved  life.  It  must  be  pleasant  for  those  who  proved  these  drugs 
and  brought  them  before  the  profession  to  reflect  upon  this  fact.  To 
enrich  our  materia  medica  is  the  object  of  this  Association,  and  all 
credit  is  due  to  the  gentlemen  for  the  example  they  have  set,  not  only 
other  students,  but  old  physicians.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  the  West- 
ern homoeopaths  will  feel  an  interest  and  pride  in  this  young  society, 
and  render  it  such  aid  as  may  be  in  their  power,  and  that  the  subjeet 
having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  will  (esult  in  Uie 
organization  of  many  such  associations,  until  the  whole  country  is 
divided  into  districts,  each  supporting  its  society  of  provcrs.  This 
being  done  it  would  be  quite  an  easy  matter  to  add  ten  new  remedies 
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cmIi  year,  and  eanfirm  manj  old  prorings.    Oar  brave  joang  Animh 
At&fm  propote  to  prove  twentj-two." 

The  article  upon  homoeopathic  organizations  trolj  statee  : 
"  Miidi  of  ^e  rapid  progress  made  bj  bomoopathj  in  this  com- 
trj  w  dae  to  the  earlj  fermation  cf  fraternities,  soeieties,  and  iMti- 
tates,  is  which  members  vied  with  one  another  in  efforts  tor  the 
advaaeement  of  the  science. 

It  farther  states  this  shamefal  &ct,  that  daring  the  rebelUoB  the 
government  ritowed  no  appreciation  o  the  tratbs  of  bomoeopaithjy  bo^ 
wfthstanding  that  at  least  one-third  of  the  edacated  citisens  plaee 
ihmr  reliance  in  that  system.  Until  we  organise  and  make  e«r 
power  felt  and  known  by  the  government,  it  will  be  ever  thus. 
Xkerefbre  it  is  a  doty  we  owe  oorselves  and  oar  coantry,  to  so  organ- 
ize  by  Coonties,  Districts,  States,  and  Nation,  that  we  need  na  longer 
i^pear  as  mendicants,  bat  boldly  demand  tmr  professional  rights,  and 
Ifaat  homoBopathy  shall  be  represented  in  oar  govemmentw  By  aa 
erpnized  effort  we  can  make  <mr  gov^nment  treat  as  with  the  respeet 
ml  eonrtesy  doe  a  learned  professk>n,  and  no  longer  treat  as  with  the 
emUempt  dae  qoacks  and  moantebanks.  It  rests  with  the  professiao, 
and  with  them  alone. 

The  American  Institate  meets  at  I^ttsbnrg  in  Jane  next,  when 
we  believe  the  matter  of  delegates  will  be  folly  discossed,  and  some 
national  organization  effected  that  will  embrace  every  homcsopathio 
organiiation  in  the  TJnited  States.     Let  as  all  pray  that  it  be  effected. 

Pbte&som. 


Tom  London  and  P&oviNcrAt*  Homoeopatbic  MxdiCjll  DnxcTDsr, 
Edited  by  Wm.  Bayes,  H.  D.  London :  H.  Tamer  A  Co.,  77 
Fleet  Street,  E.  C.  1866. 

The  Directory  contains  a  list  of  roistered  practiti<mers ;  list  of 
nsn-r^stered  practitiimers ;  list  of  homcsopathic  veterinary  sorgeons ; 
London  district  list ;  Provincial  list ;  list  of  members  of  British 
HbmiBopathie  Society ;  ITew  Medical  Act ;  Hbnunopatiiie  Hospitab 
and  Dispensaries ;  List  of  English  and  American  Homssopathic 
Books,  Serials,  and  Tracts. 

Hie  list  gives,  in  separate  colnmns,  name,  address,  registered  qnali- 
fieations,  honorary  degrees  and  appointments.  It  is  very  well  arranged 
and  neatly  printed,  and  will  doobiless  be  fbond  a  very  convenient 
Msnnil  by  English  homcwpathists.  We  need  one  somewhat  similar 
for  the  United  States. 

Dr.  John  B.  Hall  advertised  to  publish  a  BoasRipathie^ireetory 
iMt  Jannary.    It  has  been  anxioosij  looked  fiv,  bat  haa  not  nHuie  its 
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aj^earanoe.  We  devoted  con8ide];^ble  time  to  collection  of  material 
for  a  Complete  Register  of  Homoeopathic  Phjsiciana  of  the  United 
States,  but  relinquished  the  work  when  Dr.  Hall  advertised  his. 

8u6OE8TI0NS  TO  YoUNG  MeN  ON  THE  SuBJEOT  OF  MaRRIAGE,  Al^D  HiNTS 

TO  Young  Ladies,  and  to  Husbands  and  Wives,  by  John  Ellis,  M. 
D.,  author  of  the  Avoidable  Causes  of  Disease,  &o.  N.  Y. :  C.  S. 
Westcott  &  Co.,  No.  79  John  Street,  1866.     Pages  42. 

The  doctor  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  hygiene,  and 

presents  many  good  thoughts  in  an  acceptable  manner.     If  the  prea* 

ent  pamphlet  could  be  circulated  freely  it  would  do  good,  and  we 

take  much  pleasure  in  introducing  it  to  the  notice  of  our  readers. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Woman's  Infirmakt 
'  Association,  Washington   Heights,  156th-street,  New   York  City. 
December,  1866. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  in-door  and  out-dbor  patients  were 
treated  during  the  year  1865.  No  deaths.  More  than  half  the  in- 
door patients,  and  nearly  all  the  out-door  patients,  were  treated  gra- 
tuitously. The  attending  physician  and  surgeon,  J.  W.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  position,  and  we  expect  that  hii 
career  will  be  one  of  prosperity,  usefulness  and  honor. 

Seventh  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Chicago,  Illinois.    Session  of  1866-67. 

The  Junior  Term  is  to  open  Wednesday,  Oct.  26, 1866,  and  Iba 
Senior  Term,  Jati.  2d,  1867. 

Professors — G.  E.  Shipman,  M.  D.,  (Emeritus)  Materia  Medica ; 
A.  E,  Small,  M«  D.,  (Emeritus)  Theory  and  Practice ;  N.  F.  Cookb, 
M.  D.,  Theory  and  Practice ;  6.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Surgery;  D.  A. 
CoLTONjM.D., Anatomy  ;  R.Weloh,M.D.  Chemistry;  H.P. Gatchell, 
M.  D.,  Physiology;  R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics;  E.  M.  Hale,  M. 
D.,  Materia  Medica;  J.  S.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Surgical  and  Pathologi- 
cal Anatomy,  &c.;  C.  Woodhouse,  M.  D.,  Medical  Jurisprudence ; 
A.  E.  Small,  M.  D.,  Dean ;  E.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Registrar ;  A.  B. 
Small,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator. 

Last  session,  matriculants,  75,  graduates  26.  The  prospects  of 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  under  the  present  Faculty  are  very 
encouraging. 

Cholera,  by  Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  octavo,  24  pages ;  25  cents. 
John  T.  S.  Smith  &  Sons,  105  Fourth  Avenue.  For  sale  at  Detroit 
Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

A  reprint  of  the  excellent  series  of  papers  contributed  to  the 

'* If.  7,  Independent^'  with  additions. 
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Allen* — Prof.  H.  C.  Allen  promises  provings  of  Iris  versicolor  and 
Permanganate  of  potash^  which  will  be  looked  for  with  much  interest. 

Barnes* — L.  b.  Barnes,  M.  D.,  a  talented  homoeopathist,  is  now 
introducing  the  system  in  Cumberland,  Md. 

Baker* — Dr.  P.  Baker  is  Dr.  Patchen's  successor  at  Monmouth, 
Illinois. 

Barbour* — A.  C.  Barbour,  M.  D  ,  an  accomplished  physician, 
has  removed  from  Lancaster,  Ohio,  to  Toledo,  in  the  same  State. 

Bart* — J.  A.  Burt,  M.  D.,  has  sold  his  practice  at  Laporte,  Ind. 

Blandillg* — Dr.  Blanding  succeeds  Dr.  Burt  at  Lyons,  Iowa. 

Bart* — W.  H.  Burt,  M.  D.,  has  settled  permanently  at  Lincoln, 
111.,  a  field  of  labor  twice  as  large  as  Lyons,  Iowa,  his  former  location. 
He  will  soon  complete  his  provings,  &c.,  of  Polyporus  officinalis, 

Cooley* — Dr.  Wm  M.  Cooley  has  located  at  Princeton,  111. 

Cameron* — C.  0.  Cameron,  M.  D.,  has  located  at  Rondout,  Ulster 
county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  doing  a  good  business. 

Cowles*— Dr.  E.  Cowles  succeeds  Dr.  T.  B.  Fowler  at  Watertown, 
Wisconsin. 

Cleyeland* — Our  correspondents  will  gladly  welcome  as  a  co- 
laborer  W.  L.  Cleveland,  M.  D.,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  whose  first  contri- 
bution to  the  Observer  appears  in  this  number — ** Hydrastis  in  Small 
Foxr 

Duncan* — T.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  sends  a  proving  of  Trifo- 
lium  pratense,  which  will  be  published  soon. 

Eadon* — Dr.  Eadon,  who  received  the  honorary  degree  of  the 
Hahnemann  College,  is  a  prominent  physician  and  writer  of  Banbury, 
England. 

Fowler*— Dr.  T.  B.  Fowler  has  removed  to  Kansas  City. 

Goodrich* — 0.  E.  Goodrich,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Hahnemann 
(College,  has  settled  at  Allegan,  Michigan. 

Hnnt* — J.  B.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  a  talented  homoeopathic  physician 
rsucceeds  Dr.  TuUer  at  Newark  Ohio. 

Hewson*— Dr.  Wm.  Hewson  removes  to  South  Haven,  Mich. 

Hale* — E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  on  the  reorganization  of  the  Faculty  of 
Hahnemann  College,  was  elected  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Thera- 
peutics and  Medical  Botany.  He  will  also  lecture  on  Pharmocology 
•during  the  summer  course. 

JHalSted*— M.  A.  Halsted,  M.  D.,  has  purchased  Dr.  Burfs  prao- 
iice  at  Laporte,  Ind. 
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Hcckil^.— Bt.  W.  F.  Hocking,  of  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  vishaa  to 

■efl  hU  practice.     See  advertisement. 

HcFsMen.— Where  ia  W.  MoFaddeo,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  Sey- 
mour, Indiana  ? 

Murray. — Auguatus  Murray,  M.  D.,  will  please  aend  liia  present 
address  ta  this  office. 

PatchCD> — U.  E.  Patohen,  M.  D.,  will  practice  in  partnership 
with  Dr.  Paine,  at  Monmouth,  111, 

Stille.— Emma  K.  Stille,  M.  1).,  waa  elected  a  mombor  of  the 
Homceopathio  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  New  York  last  De- 
cember.    The  first  lady  itiember. 

Tnller.— K.  E.  TuUer,  M.  D.,  for  many  years  a  successful  practi- 
tioner in  Newark,  Ohio,  has  removed  to  Vineland,  N'  J. 

Traver. — M,  H.  Traver,  M,  D.,  a  graduate  of  N.  Y.  Iloraceo- 
pathic  College,  succeeds  Dr.  Hewaon  at  Almont,  Michigan.  Dr.  Tra- 
ver ia  an  oxeellent  physician  and  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  Dr. 
Hewson'fl  former  patients. 

Tinker. — M.  A.  Tinker,  M.  D.,  sends  ua  a  now  proving  of  San- 
guinaria  canadensis  which  is  very  acceptable. 

WaUrOB. — Daniel  WaldroD,  M.  D.,  has  opeDod  an  office  in 
Waabington,  D.  G. 

VlHCffsr. — Can  any  subsoriber  give  as  the  address  of  Dr.  Ir» 
Winegar,  late  of  Pewamo,  Michigan  ? 

WIISOH.— E.  H.  Wilaon,  M.  D.,  settlea  at  Altona,  Ills. 

Zarcmba.— Wm.  Zaremba,  M.  D.,  haa  opened  an  office  at  Si. 
Josepb,  Mich. 


Def«rred  Article*. 


Homceopathic  Statistics. 
My  First  Sty>s. 
Phfftolacca  aecandra. 
Plantago  major. 
Bronchitis. 

Profuse  Menstruation. 

Proving  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis,  bj  M.  A.  Tinker,    M.  D. 
Proving  of  Tnfolium,  by  T.  C.  DuncaD,  M.  D. 
Scraps  of  Therapeutics. 

The  Bible  of  Homeeopatky,  and  its  Cardinal  Principles,  by  A. 
r.  Bellows,  M.  D. 
Review  of  "  What  is  Life  ?" 
Homceopathy,  by  T.  C.  Hunter,  M.  D. 
Cactus  grandiftonts,  by  Dr.  C.  D.  Williaina. 
And  several  others. 


'coixnarsoNiA  gakabsnsis. 


PROVING  BY  W.  H.  BURT,  M.  !>.,  OP  LINCOLN,  ILL.* 


April  27th,  1866.  In  perfect  health  ;  bowels  move  once  a  day, 
moved  this  morning  at  7  a.  m.  Tongue  clean,  good  appetite.  My 
temperament  is  sanguine  nervous.  Mi.  80,  weight  145  lbs.  11  a.  m., 
took  half  an  ounce  of  the  third  decimal,  prepared  in  water  from  the 
second  alcoholic  dilution.  In  half  an  hour  dull  pain  over  the  eyes, 
with  pressing  pain  in  the  right  temple ;  distress  in  the  umbilieiu, 
and  eructations  of  air.  12  m.  Dull  frontal  headache,  with  tearing 
pains  in  both  knees,  passing  down  the  inside  of  the  legs  to  the  feet 
while  sitting  ;  neuralgic  pains  in  the  superior  maxillary  bone  when  in 
the  open  air.  2  p.  m.  Dull  frontal  headache,  with  frequent  rheumatic 
pains  in  the  arms,  hands  and  legs.  8  p.  m.  Dryness  of  the  nostrils, 
with  frequent  sharp  pains  in  the  right  temple,  and  dull  aching  dis* 
tress  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  4  p.  m.  Sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the 
stomach  for  five  minutes  while  sitting  down  ;  no  more  symptoms. 

April  28.  Slept  well,  but  feel  languid.  10  a.  m.  Took  half  an 
ounce.  12  m.  Dull  frontal  headache,  with  frequent  flying  pains  in  th& 
legs ;  slight  nausea,  with  distress  in  the  stomach  and  bowels.  9  p.  m.. 
Oreat  lassitude,  with  desire  to  sleep  all  day ;  no  stool. 

April  29.  Awoke  with  dull  headache,  and  a  feeling  of  great 
lassitude,  which  lasted  all  day,  with  great  desire  to  sleep  ;  no  stool. 

April  30.  Feeling  languid,  took  half  an  ounce  of  the  second  deci-^ 
mal  dilution  in  water.  Produced  constipation  for  two  days,  with  a 
feeling  of  great  languor. 

May  1.  Took  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  prepared  by  Dr.  E. 
A.  Lodge.  At  5  p.  m.,  thermometer  56,  strong  west  wind.  7  p.  m. 
Light  colored,  lumpy  stool,  with  hard  straining,  followed  by  dull  pains 
in  the  anus  and  hypogastrium  for  half  an  hour.  9  p.  m.  Severe  nau* 
sea,  with  hard  cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium,  and  frequent  emis- 
sions of  flatus  from  the  anus, — lasted  one  hour,  when  I  went  to  sleep. 

May  2.  Awoke  twice  in  the  night  with  sharp,  cutting  pains  in 
the  hypogastrium.  Awoke  at  4  a.  m.,  with  severe  cutting  pains  in 
the  hypogastrium,  and  great  desire  for  stool.  Stool  first  part  hard 
and  lumpy,  last  part  run  from  bowels  thin  as  milk,  with  severe 
pains  in  the  hypogastrium,  accompanied  with  straining,  severe  nausea 
and  fainting.  The  pains  continued  for  fifteen  minutes,  when  it  was 
followed  by  another  copious  watery  stool,  with  the  same  symptoms  of 
the  first.  Went  to  bed,  slept  one  hour,  when  I  awoke  with  great  pain 
in  the  hypogastrium  and  desire  for  stool.  Stool  of  bile,  mucus  and 
yellow  matter,  accompanied  by  severe  tenesmus,  and  followed  by  hard, 

*  Presented  by  W.  H.  Burt,  M.  D.,  to  the  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  at  its  third 
Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Cleveland,  May  23d  and  24th,  1866. 

20    July. 
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cutting  pains  in  the  bowels.  Tongue  coated  yellow  along  the  oeatra 
Bud  base,  with  a  rough,  bitter  taste  in  the  month.  Feeling  verj 
weak  and  faint.  Face  qaite  yellow  aroand  the  eyes.  8  a.  h.  Since 
last  stool  have  had  severe,  cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastric  region 
fivery  ten  or  fifteen  miantes,  the  pains  were  so  hard  that  I  was  com- 
pelled to  sit  down  oacli  lime,  and  beeamt  yltv  fiiint ;  stool  of  yellow 
itecal  matter,  mucus  and  about  one  tcaEpoiuifLiI  of  blood,  with  tcnes- 
luus,  and  followed  by  sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  for 
fifteen  minutes.  10  a.  if.  Small  stool  of  mucus  and  blood,  with  tenes- 
mus, preceded  and  followed  by  sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  hypog&s- 
trinni.  12  m.  Stool  of  bilious  matter,  mucus  and  blood,  with  the 
same  symptoms  us  the  last  stool ;  dull  distress  in  the  righthypocbon- 
drium.  Uriae  high  colored  and  seanty.  Nausea  while  sitting,  with 
cutting  pains  every  few  minutes  in  the  whole  hypogastrium.  2  p.  ic. 
Oatting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium,  with  stool  of  bilious  matter, 
mueus  streaked  with  blood,  and  tenesmus,  10  P.  H.  All  the 
afternoon  and  evening  bad  cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  every 
half  hour  to  one  hour,  that  would  last  from  two  to  five  minutes  st  & 
time.     Feeling  weak. 

May  3,  Slept  good,  papescont  stool  at  7  p.  m.,  preceded  by  dull 
pains  in  the  small  intestines.  10  p.  m.  Dull  pains  in  the  nmbiltons 
for  five  minutes. 

May  4.  Mushy  stool  at  8  a.  m.  No  more  stools  for  tbroo  days, 
then  natural  stool. 

Cbaracleristie  Pecnllartties. — The  pains  caused  by  ColUnsouia 

canadensis  are  most  all  siiuuicd  in  the  hypogastrium,  and  are  of  the 
most  violent  character,  accompanied  witli  nausea,  fainting  and  great 
prostration. 

Skill.— Skin  yellow  around  the  eyes. 

SlCCpi — Great  disposition  to  steep  during  the  day,  disturbed  at 
night  from  pain  in  the  hypogastric  region. 

NerTOBS  System* — Great  prostration  of  the  nervous  system. 

Headi — Dull  frontal  headache,  with  inflammation  of  the  bowels. 
Dull  pains  in  the  forehead,  with  frequent  pains  iu  the  right  temple. 
Dull  frontal  headache,  with  great  lassitude,  lasting  all  day,  with  great 
deeire  to  sleep,  also  accompanied  with  frequent  rheumatic  pains  in 
the  arms,  hands  and  legs. 

NosCi — Dryness  of  the  nostrils,  with  frequent  sharp  pains  in  the 
right  temple  and  superior  maxillary  bone. 

Monlhi — Tongue  coated  yellow  along  the  centre  and  base,  with 
rough,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth. 

(■astrlc  SymptonSi — Slight  nausea  with  distress  in  th  stomach. 
Nausea  while  sitting  down,  with  cutting  pains  every  few  minutea  in 
the  hypog&strium.     Nausea  during  stool,  with  fainting. 

StOMaChi— Sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  stomach  for  five  minutes,, 
while  sitting  down.  Dull,  aching  distress  In  the  region  of  the 
stomach. 

AbdonClt — Bumbling  in  the  abdomen.  Awoke  twice  in  the 
night  with  sharp,   cutting  puns  in  the  hypogastric  region.    Severe- 
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oolicky  pains  in  the  hjpogastrium,  with  great  desire  for  stool ;  sharp, 
•catting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  before,  during  and  after  stool. 
Severe  colicky  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  every  few  minutes,  with 
nausea  and  fainting  ;  colicky  pains  in  the  hypogastrium  for  three  days, 
w^ith  dysentery.  The  pains  are  so  severe  in  the  whole  hypogastrium, 
•every  few  minutes,  that  I  am  compelled  to  sit  down  to  get  relief. 

StOOL — Constipation  three  days,  then  dry,  light-colored  lumpy 
•stool,  (from  the  dilutions,)  with  great  lassitude  and  desire  to  sleep. 
Light  colored,  lumpy  stool,  followed  by  distress  in  the  anus  and  pain 
in  the  hypogastrium.  Stools  are  all  preceded  and  followed  by  severe 
-colicky  pains  in  the  hypogastric  region,  with  more  or  less  tenesmus. 
Soft,  papescent  stools ;  stools  of  yellow,  bilious  matter,  mucus,  bile 
and  blood,  with  tenesmus  ;  stools  of  mucus  and  blood,  with  tenesmus. 
*Oopious  stool  of  yellow,  bilious  matter  ;  copious,  watery  stool,  with 
nausea  and  fainting ;  frequent  nausea  with  the  stools.  Papescent 
•stool,  with  about  one  teaspoonful  of  pure  blood  ;  a  number  of  stools 
streaked  with  blood. 

Clinical  Observations. — From  the  above  symptoms,  we  learn 
that  the  Collinsonia  will  prove  to  be  a  most  valuable  remedial  agent 
in  the  cure  of  colic,  diarrhoea,  both  acute  and  chronic,  and  in  dysen- 
tery. Since  proving  this  remedy  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  testing 
its  remedial  qualities  in  two  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  which  I  will 
recite : 

Mrs.  M.,  aged  22,  temperament  nervous.  Was  confined  eight 
months  since,  has  had  diarrhoea  ever  since ;  has  from  four  to 
twelve  stools  a  day,  and  averages  about  two  at  night ;  at  times  the 
stools  are  pure  mucus,  but  most  of  the  time  they  are  composed  of 
mucus  and  black  faecal  matter  ;  before  stool  has  violent  colicky  pains 
in  the  whole  of  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels  ;  has  a  good  deal  of  ten- 
esmus, but  not  much  pain  after  stool  Has  been  treated  by  an  eclec- 
tic physician  in  Chicago  ever  since  her  confinement,  with  varying 
success.  At  times  she  would  be  much  better,  when  she  would  be 
taken  with  nausea  and  vomiting,  with  severe  colicky  pains  in  the 
bowels,  and  a  long  train  of  hysterical  symptoms,  with  frequent  faint* 
tng.  It  was  in  one  of  those  spells  I  first  saw  her ;  the  abdomen  was 
very  tender  on  pressure.  She  had  had  stools  every  half  hour  for 
■twelve  hours,  with  severe  colicky  pains  in  the  umbilical  and  hypogas- 
tric regions  ;  had  vomited  four  times  through  the  day.  Gave  Collin- 
sonia, five  drops  of  the  tincture  in  half  a  tumbler  full  of  water,  one 
teaspoonful  every  hour.  Next  morning  I  found  her  much  better  ; 
liad  not  vomited  any  ;  no  stool  through  the  night;  had  two  this  morn- 
ing ;  now  9  a.  m.  The  colicky  pain  has  almost  ceased.  Continued 
same  remedy  every  two  hours  ;  jhad  one  more  stool  through  the  day  ; 
next  day  had  but  one  stool ;  sat  up  most  of  the  day.  Took  the  remedy 
three  days  longer,  when  I  discharged  her  cured.  It  is  now  sixteen 
<lays,  she  continues  to  have  one  natural  stool  a  day,  and  says  she  is 
perfectly  cured.  If  this  lady  remains  permanently  cured  it  will  give 
me  great  confidence  in  the  remedy. 

A  farmer,  aged  about  40,  temperament  bilious.  Has  had  chronie 
'diarrhoBa  for  the  last  eleveti  months  ;  stools  papescent,  of  a  yellow 
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color,  mixed  with  muoua  ;  has  no  pain  in  the  bowela  to  apeak  of,  but 
has  severe  tencitmus;  has  (o  sit  eometiraes  half  an  hour  at  stool  ; 
becomes  very  faint  after  stooh  ;  has  conatsnt  pain  in  his  groins,  pass- 
ing down  to  the  knees  ;  this  is  the  only  symptom  that  seems  to  trouble 
him  all  the  time  ;  he  Bays  the  pain  is  almost  uabenrablc  ;  has  about 
eight  stools  a  day,  none  at  night.  Is  much  emaciated  ;  has  a  dry 
congh,  nhich  gives  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ;  keeps  his  bed  most 
of  the  time.  Gave  tiollinsonia  nod  Colocynth  in  alternation  every 
four  hours  ;  has  takea  the  medicine  eight  days  and  is  about  well  aince 
tbc  third  day  ;  has  but  one  stool  a  day,  which  ia  about  natural,  excep- 
ting one  day  had  three  stoola.  The  pain  ia  the  hips  and  legs  has 
completely  passed  away.  Rode  forty  miles  yesterday,  buying  horses, 
which  did  not  hurt  him  in  the  least.  Tlie  Colocynth  had  something 
to  do    with  the  cure  of  this  case,    but  I  think  the    Collinsonia  had 

I  gave  the  Collinsonift  two  days  to  a  returned  soldier  for  chronic 
diarrhaa  that  had  lasted  eighteen  montba,  with  no  effect.  Hia  symp- 
toms were  great  emaoiation,  night  sweats,  dry  congh,  from  four  to 
eight  stools  a  day,  and  two  to  four  at  night,  with  no  pain  ;  stoola  wer« 
mucus,  undigested  food  and  yellow  fiscal  matter ;  with  great  thirst, 
and  vomiting  every  night  of  sour  food.  Polyponts  officinalis  1st,  did 
great  good  for  one  week.  Stoola  were  all  digested  good,  and  only 
two  a  day,  with  no  vomiting,  but  the  thirst  continued  unabated.  Gave 
Arsenicnm,  which  ia  having  a  good  effect. 

Liver.— Dull,  aching  distress  in  the  right  hypogaatrium,  with 
papeaeeut  stools,  niised  with  bile. 

Trinary  Organs.— Urine  high  colored  and  scanty. 

Superior  Extremities. — Frequent  rheumatic  pains  in  thehandSr 
arms  and  lejis,  from  the  dilution. 

Lower  Extremilies. — Severe  pains  in  both  kneea,  passing  down 
to  the  feet  on  the  inside  of  the  legs. 

In  the  Bobseqaent  discussion  at  the  third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Western  Institute  of  Homceopathy,  on  the  proving,  etc,  of  Dr.  Burt, 
Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  called  attention  to  its  use  in  diseases  of  the  heart. 
He  stated  that  Dr.  Paine,  of  Fhiladelphia  (Eclectic)  had  advised  it 
in  diseases  of  the  valves  following  rheumatic  carditis,  and  had 
reported  several  eases  cured  by  the  medicine. 

Dr.  P.  H.  Hale  related  a  case  of  valvular  disease,  following  a 
severe  and  prolonged  attack  of  acute  rheumatism,  in  whichhe  found 
the  Collinsonia  to  give  more  decided  relief  than  any  other  remedy. 
He  gave  it  as  follows  :  one  dram  of  the  tincture  to  one-half  pint  of 
simple  syrup,  a  teaspoouful  every  four  hours. 

Dr.  Sheperd  bad  used  it  successfully  in  a  case  of  disease  of  the 
mitral  ixUee;  the  murmur  had  much  diminished,  the  general  symp- 
toms improved,  and  the  patient  was  decidedly  better. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Allen,  of  Brantford,  C.  W.,  has  also  used  it  with  bene- 
fit in  a  case  of  cardiac  diseaae,  in  which  digitalis,  caotus,  and  other 
remedies  had  failed.  ■ 
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Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  bttliey^d  the  Collinsonia  aeted  primarily  on  tbe 
Aearif  and  hence  the  portal  congestion,  dyspepsia,  cough,  hcdmopty^ 
sis,  and  even  hsBmorrhoids,  which  was  within  its  sphere  of  curative 
action. 

Dr.  E.  0.  Franklin  reports  several  cases  of  chronic,  painful, 
bleeding  hsBmorrhoids,  cured  in  a  very  short  time  by  the  Collinsonia. 


ASIATIC      CHOLEBA. 


HISTORY. 

Aret^us,  in  the  year  A.  D.  50,  describes  a  disease  resem- 
bling Asiatic  Cholera,  with  watery  discharges,  coldness  of  skin, 
loss  of  voice,  and  arrest  of  the  secretion  of  urine.  Dr.  Drasche, 
{Die  Upidenmche  Cholera,  Vienna,  I860,)  gives  an  account  of 
Cholera  in  the  seventeenth  centuiy.  We  have  no  reliable 
record  of  Cholera,  in  its  violent  epidemic  form,  imtil  1817, 
when  it  broke  out  at  Jessore  in  India.  The  first  cases  occurred 
in  the  narrow  and  crowded  streets,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  swamp, 
during  the  rainy  season.  An  arm  of  the  river  on  the  north 
fiide  of  Jessore  became,  during  the  rainy  season,  a  fetid  swamp. 
The  stream  received  partly-burned  corpses,  thrown  into  it 
according  to  their  superstitions,  and  was  also  a  receptacle  for 
excrementitious  matters.  The  inhabitants  were  dirty,  degraded 
and  disposed  to  disease,  by  having  eaten  mildewed  rice.  Bad 
food,  filth  and  malaria,  were  the  causes  that  produced  the 
epidemic  at  Jessore,  and  they  are  now  the  most  active  agents  in  its 
propagation. 

Dr.  James  Jameson,  in  his  report  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera 
morbus,  as  it  visited  the  territories  subject  to  the  Presidency  of 
Bengal,  in  the  years  1817,  1818  and  1819,  says  that  "unusuaJ. 
variations  from  the  ordinary  course  of  the  weather  were  observed 
in  Bengal  in  February,  1817.  This  month  was  more  like  an 
autumn  one,  with  rain  every  third  or  fourth  day.  In  March 
there  were  frequent  alternations  of  clear  and  cloudy  weather, 
with  very  severe  storms.  April  was  more  regular,  but  the  rain 
appeared  in  May  fifteen  or  twenty  days  earlier  than  usual,  and 
then  diseases  of  the  bowels  made  their  appearance.  June  and 
July  were  unusually  rainy,  and  there  was  also  much  rain  in  the 
beginning  of  August,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  month  the  heat 
was  extreme.  Ordinarily  the  air  becomes  cooler  and  more 
refreshing  during  the  rainy  months ;  b^t  in  1817  thQ  e^O^sgive. 
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beat  deatroyed  this  beoeficial  iaflnenee.  The  end  of  Aag;iiBt 
was  aeeompanied  with  conBtant  raia,  "by  which  the  air  became 
suddenly  cooled.  As  a  reenlt,  while  the'cases  of  fever  which 
occnrred  were  mild,  there  followed  severe  attacks  of  diarrhoea 
uid  inflammatiOQ  of  the  liver,  and  now  Cholera  made  ita 
appearance  in  a  most  active  form." 

in  June,  1818,  it  was  at  Jaiilnah,  and  in  August  at  Bombaj. 
In  1819  it  was  found  in  Samatra,  Singapore,  Siam,  Ceylon  and 
the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon.  In  1820  it  visited  Southern 
China  and  the  Phillipines.  In  1821,  Java,  Borneo,  Madura. 
and  other  places  in  the  Indian  Arehipeligo,  also  Muscat  in 
Arabia,  and  some  parts  of  Persia.  In  1822,  1823  and  1824,  it 
spread  to  Central  aud  Northern  China,  the  llaluccas  and  other 
places  in  the  East,  In  1827,  it  was  in  Cliinese  Tartary.  In 
1829,  it  was  found  at  Orenburg  in  Russia.  It  came  to  Moscow 
and  stayed  throughout  tlie  winter;  of  9000  attacked  more 
than  one  half  died.  In  1 830,  it  raged  at  Astrakhan  from  July 
to  August,  4000  dying  in  the  city  and  21,270  in  the  province. 
In  1831,  it  attacked  Russia,  Poland,  Austria  and  Moldavia.  In 
Augast,  1831,  it  was  taken  by  a  caravan  from  Mecca  to  Cairo, 
several  thousand  dying  on  the  way.  In  Cairo  10,400  Moham- 
madaufl,  besides  Jews  and  Christians,  died  iu  one  month.  On 
the  26th  of  October,  1831,  it  a]>peared  at  Sunderland,  Eng- 
land, supposed  to  have  been  bi-ought  there  from  Hamburg.  L* 
November  it  was  at  Newcastle  upon  Tj-ne.  In  December  at 
Hctton,  North  Sliields,  and  other  towns.  In  rebmary  the- 
iirst  case  occurred  at  London,  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  shipping. 
At  Haddington,  Scotland,  in  1831,  and  ^in  Edingburgh  22dl 
January,  1832.  In  March,  1832,  it  visited  Paris,  20,000  dying. 
On  the  8th  of  June,  1832,  it  was  found  at  Qnebee,  C.  E.  It 
was  supposed  that  the  disease  was  introduced  by  an  emigrant 
vessel.  In  two  days  it  was  at  Montreal.  On  the  26th  of  June 
it  suddenly  appeared  in  New  York  City,  and  2,521  died.  In 
In  July  it  was  at  Philadelphia.  In  November  it  stnick  Charles- 
ton. In  October,  1833,  it  appeared  at  St.  Louis,  and  soon 
attacked  New  Orleans.  In  the  same  year  (1833)  it  prevailed 
at  Havana,  and  also  in  Mexico. 

In  1834  it  suddenly  left  the  American  shores,  not  reappew- 
ing  here  until  1848. 

In  September,  1845,  cholera  appeared  at  Bokhara  and  Sam- 
arcand  ;  and,  soon  afler,  at  Bagdad,  where  450  died  daily,  ot 
a  population  of  80,000.  It  then  followed  the  pilgrims  to. 
Mecca,  advanced  towards  Teheran  (in  Nov.),  but  did  not  reach' 
it  till  June,  1846.  In  that  city,  of  a  population  of  130,000,, 
nine  thousand  died.      After  an   irregidar  desnltory   march 
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through  Persia,  sometimes  in  oppoBition  to  the  preyailiii|i^ 
winds,  at  others  passing  large  tracts  untouched,  it  approached 
Tauris  in  August,  then  Astrabad,  and  proceeded  westward.  In 
October,  1846,  it  appeared  in  the  region  of  the  Caucasus.  In 
May,  1847,  it  commenced  at  Tiflis,  and  thence  advanced  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Don,  and  to  some  parts  of  the  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea.  In  Septemiber  it  reached  Trebizond  and  Ezerouiti,  return- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  Bagdad.  In  October  the  official  reports 
of  the  Bussian  officers  announced  the  progress  of  the  pestilence 
to  the  northward  and  westward.  From  ti^e  close  of  August  to 
the  middle  of  September,  in  its  march  through  Astrakan  to 
Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  df  7,248  attacked  3,342  died.  {Lorf- 
don  LanceU  November,  1847.) 

After  desolating  Europe  it  made  its  westward  march, 
as  before,  appearing  at  Staten  Island  December  1st,  1848. 
During  1849  it  visited  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati  and 
other  cities  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri  and  Mississippi.  In  1850  it 
attacked  Sacramento  and  San  Francisco. 

In  June,  1865,  it  appeared  at  Mecca,  slaying  a  multitude  of 
the  pilgrims  who  thronged  that  city.  It  extended  along  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  has  appeared  in  France  and 
England,  and  cases  of  undoubted  cholera  have  been  found  in 
New  York  City. 

By  advices  from  Kingston,  W.  L,  May  15th,  we  learn  that 
two  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  there,  neither  of  which  was 
fatal. 

The  steamer  "  Union,"  from  Liverpool,  sixteen  days  on  the 
passage,  arrived  at  quarantine.  New  York,  May  29th,  1866, 
with  434  passengers.  Thirty-three  deaths  by  cholera  occurred 
on  the  voyage,  and  fifteen  cholera  patients  still  on  board  at 
that  date. 

The  steamer  "Peruvian"  arrived  at  New  York  from  Liverpool, 
May  30, 1866.  Thirty-five  deaths  from  Cholera,  on  the  passage 
and  twenty-eight  Cholera  patients  to  be  transferred  to  the  hos- 
pital ship. 

Dr.  Bissell  reports,  June  1st,  1866,  that  59  new  cases  and 
eight  deaths  from  Cholera  have  occurred  on  board  the  "  Peru- 
vian" and  "Union,"  since  last  report,  and  that  97  cases  are 
left  in  the  hospital  ship. 

It  was  reported,  Saturday,  May  26th,  1866,  that  three  chil- 
dren died  with  symptoms  of  cholera  among  emigrants  on  the 
Great  Western  Railroad,  one  on  the  cars  and  two  at  the  Detroit 
and  Milwaukee  depot,  Detroit.      Subsequently  these  deaths 
were  attributed  to  ship  fever. 

The  cholera  has  usually  prevailed  with  greatest  intensity 
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during  the  lieat  of  siiniiner,  vet  it  was  fatal  at  Moscow  in  the 
coldest  weather.  Siberia,  Iceland  and  (.ireenland  have  not 
been  attacked. 

During  its  prevalence  in  tlie  foui-  quai'ters  of  the  globe,  eome 
sixty  millions  of  persons  are  supposed  to  have  fallen  victims. 
Cholera  spreads  rapidly  in  marshy  districtB,  yet  it  was  very  fetal 
in  1849,  in  the  suburbs  of  Cincinnati,  on  the  hills  which  are  always 
dry.  The  reason  given  is  that  the  people  naed  well  water  which  wiiB 
highly  cbarfted  with  limestone.  The  inhabitants  of  this  moat  beauti- 
ful part  of  Cincinnati  are  usually  healthy,  but  during  the  Cholera 
epidemic  they  suffered  severely.  Some  physicians  have  declared  that 
the  inhabitants  of  regions  where  the  limestone  comes  to  the  surfaae, 
invariably  snffer  more  troai  Cholera  than  others. 

DESCRIPnON. 

Asiatic  Cholera  presents  the  following  symptoms:  Nansea, 
vomiting,  sensation  of  burning  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  faint- 
nesB,  oppression,  giddineea,  gm-gling  in  the  bowda  and  rice- 
water  discharges,  containing  floating  grains,  spasms  of  the 
extremities,  cold  and  clammy  sweat,  with  shriveled  skin  and  loss 
of  elasticity,  coldness  of  the  tongue  and  breath,  urgent  thirst, 
failm'e  of  the  pulse,  anguish,  restlessness,  husky  voice  {vox 
ehoterica).  The  secretion  of  tears,  saliva,  bile  and  urine,  are 
generally  euBpended. 

Diarrhcea. — At  first  slight,  and  resembling  ordinary  bilious 
diarrhcea,  sometimes  painless,  but  fi'equently  with  griping  and 
gurgling.  This  may  exist  for  a  few  hours  or  many  days  before 
3ie  development  of  symptoms  of  true  Cholera,  As  the  disease 
progresses,  the  yellow  discharges  become  whitish,  resembling 
rice-water.  Very  rarely  the  invasion  of  the  disease  is 
sudden,  without  any  premonitory  diarrhtea.  The  dejections 
are  neutral  or  acid  and  do  not  contain  either  bile  or 
albumen.  The  flocculi  consist  of  the  epithelium.  The  diar^ 
rhffia  is  Cholera  itself  in  its  first  stage.  Kine-tenths  of  the 
Cholera  cases,  as  they  occurred  in  the  United  States,  were  pre-  • 
ceded  by  diarrhcea.  This  premonitory  diarrhcea  may  last 
several  days  or  be  for  a  few  hours  only.  The  attack  usually 
commences  in  the  early  morning  hours.  An  intelligent  per- 
son will  say,  "  I  have  eaten  but  little  the  past  twenty-four 
IlOTirs,  and  I  know  my  bowels  must  stop  moving,  as  all  their 
contents  will  soon  pass  away."  Instead  of  stopping,  the  dis- 
charges gush  forth, — decomposition  of  the  blood  has  occurred, 
apd  the  evacuations  consist  of  the  serous  portion  of  that  fluid. 

Vomiting  supervenes,  at  first  of  the  food  that  was  in  the 
stomach,  then  green,  dark  green  or  yellow,  and  soon  of  a  sctotib 


fluid,  similar  to  the  rice-^water  discharges  from  the  bowelju 
The  discharge  is  acid,  consisting  principcul  j  of  water,  albnmezi 
and  serum. 

Oramps  occur,  and  with  the  appearance  of  vomiting  and 
cramps  the  voice  becomes  husky  and  the  secretion  of  urine  is 
suspended.  The  cramps  usually  commence  in  the  calves  of 
the  legs,  and  sometimes  affect  the  muscles  of  the  whole  body. 
Nearly  all  the  suffering  of  Cholera  patients  is  occasioned  by 
these  spasmodic  contractions. 

Coldness  and  blueness  of  the  skin,  commencing  at  the  nose, 
then  affecting  the  lips,  tongue,  face,  arms,  hands,  nails,  legs, 
chest,  arms,  and  the  rest  of  the  body.  With  coldness  of 
the  skin  a  sensation  of  heat  and  desire  to  throw  off  the  bed 
covering.     Coldness  of  the  breath. 

Pulse  from   80   to   140,  soft   and  congestion  of  the  veins. 

[When  Cholera  patients  have  been  bled,  the  blood  was  found 
to  be  very  dark  and  could  scarcely  be  made  to  flow.] 

Respiration. — Almost  double  the  natural  frequency,  being 
frequently  34  per  minute. 

The  intellect  remains  unimpaired,  and  the  patients  are  usually 
apathetic  and  indifferent. 

Collapse  sets  in  if  the  vomiting,  purging  and  cramps  are  not 
relieved.  Collapse  is  marked  by  depressed  pulse,  passing  to 
pulselessness,  prostration,  coldness  of  skin  and  breath,  blue- 
ness  of  the  surface,  cold,  clammy  sweat,  loss  of  voice,  deafness, 
cadaverous  expression,  with  sunken  eyes,  and  loss  of  elasticity 
of  the  skin.  Dr.  Greorge  Johnson  (Brit.  Med.  Jour.)  considers 
choleriac  collapse  to  be  the  result  of  an  arrest  of  blood  in  the 
minute  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  due  to  spasm  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  and  its  minute  branches. 

Cholera  has  been  considered  as  having  three  stages : 

1.  Invasion — in  whicli  the  premonitory  diarrhoea  occurs, 
which  is  called  cholerine.  This  may  continue  for  an  hour  or 
for  weeks. 

2.  Active — in  which  the  vomiting,  purging,  cramps,  blue 
skin,  and  marked  cholera  symptoms  are  developed. 

3.  Collapse — denoted  by  coldness,  blueness,  loss  of  pulse, 
sunken  features,  etc.,  etc.  This  may  last  for  an  hour  to  two  or 
three  days,  and  ends  in  death  or  the  occurrence  of  reaction. 

4.  Beaction— denoted  by  return  of  warmth  to  the  surface, 
secretion  of  urine,  restoration  of  pulse,  occurrence  of  fever, 
and  appearance  of  bile  in  the  secretions. 

Pathological  Ai<PEAHAN0BS.-*-2^mm.*  Congestion,  and  86roas 
effusion  in  some  oases.    Lungs  asaally  healthy ;  tboa«  affeoted  with 
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lung  disease  not  being  jisrficaluaHy  liable  to  Cholera.  Bowels  :  The- 
epitheliuni  partinlly  or  catircly  reiiioTed.  like  the  exudation  of  diph- 
theria. Meacoteiic  glunds  enlarged.  Glands  of  Peyer  and  Bruaner 
enlarged  and  containing  fluid  resembling  pua.  Liver:  Pirogoff  thinks 
he  has  found  fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver  and  diphtheritic  deposit 
in  the  gall  bladder.  Spleen :  not  particularly  changed.  S/cin : 
blue,  wriDkled.  sodden.  Stomach:  pale,  yellow,  with  undigested  food 
even  after  severe  vomiting.  Kidneys:  in  most  eases  more  vascular 
than  normal.  Bladder:  almost  invariably  empty;  frequently  con- 
tracted to  size  of  a  walnut :  healtlij  urino  never  found  in  the  bladder 
of  one  who  has  died  of  Cholera.  Temperature  of  Jtodii  frequently 
some  degrees  higher  after  deulh  than  before  giving  rise  to  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  patient  is  not  dead.  Sometimes  muscular  movements 
occur,  tending  to  eorroborate  the  supposition  tliat  life  is  really  not 
not  extinct.  Heart:  The  right  cavities  contain  more  blood  than  the 
left;  the  blood  is  thick;  cither  neutral  or  acid;  not  coagulable. 
ArtBrJea  emptj-. 

Such  pathological  cliangee  are  found  in  different  cases,  bnt 
they  do  not  all  appear  in  every  fatal  case  of  Cholera  that  ia 
subject  to  fost  mortem  examination. 

CAUSES. 

The  remote  cause  is  unknown.  A  great  variety  of  theories 
have  been  promulgated.  Some  think  that  there  is  the  prodno- 
tioQ  of  a  specific  poison  in  tlie  alimentary  canal,  others  that 
the  formation  of  intectious  matter  does  not  take  place  until 
there  is  a  decomposition  of  the  choleriac  discliarges.  It  has 
been  attributed  to  a  deficiency  of  ozone  in  the  atmosphere, 
and  by  others  to  changes  in  its  electrical  condition.  Dts. 
Hammond  says,  (Hygiene,  p.  165,)  "  Cholera  has  entirely 
disappeared  from  certain  localities  after  a  severe  thunder 
storm."  One  supposes  that  minute  fungi  floating  in  the  atmos- 
phere are  received  into  the  body  by  respiration  and  that  they 
develope  the  disease.  Then  some  think  that  it  ia  occasioned  by 
a  hyper-secretion  of  pancreatic  juice. 

The  Archives  G-enerales  de  Medicine  for  October,  1865,  saysr 
"  Unfortunately,  experience  teaches  that  telluric  currents,  of 
which  the  existence  has  been  so  often  supposed  and  contested, 
play  but  a  secondary  part.  Maritime  communications,  sub- 
jected to  all  the  chances  of  navigation,  escaping  all  calculation, 
have  been  in  the  present  epidemic  of  a  very  different  import- 
ance.  We  may  say  that,  if  the  cholera  has  radiated  by  land 
from  its  foci,  it  is  by  way  of  the  sea  that  it  has  accomplished 
its  propagation  at  great  distances." 

"  Our  profound  conviction,  shared  by  all  who  have  wished 
to  asoertRiQ  th«  truth,  ia  that  cholera,  wherever  it  developea 
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itself,  is  always  imported,  and  that  nowhere  is  it  st)ontane6ii8l3r 
prpduced.  Great  masses  of  men  in  motion,  armies  like  those* 
of  the  pilgrims  of  Mecca  or  of  India,  are  so  many  moi^hig  foci,, 
which,  after  having,  so  to  speak,  hatched  the  disease,  conveyit * 
about.  In  1851  it  was  the  war  in  Poland ;  in  184S  it  was* 
Europe  in  arms ;  in  1854  it  was  the  Crimean  war.  Thank 
God,  the  cholera  has  not  at  the  present  time  these  formidable 
auxiliaries. 

"  Unfortunately  it  has  a  power  of  progression,  which  seems 
to  be  inherent  in  the  disease,  and  which  compels  it  to  continue 
its  march,  after  stopping  for  a  time  in  each  great  centre  of 
population.  By  one  of  those  laws  which  impress  upon  epidem- 
ics a  strange  individuality,  cholera  stops  and  remains  stationary 
for  a  length  of  time,  which  may  be  almost  dbtermihed.  in. 
advance.  When  once  its  fatal  purpose  is  accomplished^  it 
quits  the  focus  where  it  has  been  concentrated,  and  resumes  its> 
interrupted  journey.  At  Alexandria,  at  Cairo,  at  Constantin- 
ople, the  epidemic  continued  from  six  weeks  to  two  months. 
Neither  atmospheric  changes,  nor  precautions  of  any  kind,  nor- 
carelessness  or  misery  have  abridged  or  prolonged  its  stay.  If 
the  number  of  its  victims  was  diminished  by  enlighted  precau- 
tions, the  duration  of  the  epidemic  remained  the  same. 

"Beyond  this  law  all  is  doubt  and  uncertainty  with  regarcK 
to  the  direction  which  this  malady  will  take  in  leaving  its  tem- 
porary foci ;  and  the  propagation  of  cholera  during  previous  iTwa- 
9ions  authorize  no  conclusion  applicable  to  the  present  epidemic.^ 

"  Malakoff,*'  an  American  M.  D.,  residing  in  Paris,  says,  in 
a  letter  to  the  New  York  Times,  Feb.  5th,  1866 :  "  A  distin- 
guished lady  of  title  has  lately  made  a  communication  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  which  she  declares  she  has 
discovered  the  cause  of  cholera  in  a  microscopic  insect  which  she 
calls  the  "  winged  leech,"  and  which  she  says,  is  developed 
especially  in  marshy  and  filthy  localities.  The  details  she  gives 
in  relation  to  this  animalcule  and  its  connexion  with  cholera,-  are 
so  minute  that  the  Academy,  which  commenced  by  laughing  at 
the  first  paragraphs  of  the  report,  finished  by  deciding  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter." 

Dr.  Wm.  Hewitt  presented  a  paper  to  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy,  June  7,  1866,  on  the  "  Cause  of  collapse  in  Cholera." 
He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  presence  of  ammonia  enabled  the 
blood  to  retain  its  fluidity,  and  suggested  the  probability  that  it 
would  prove  to  be  the  true  curative. 

Pettenkofer  (Beilage  zur  Allgemeinen  Zeitung,  October  9th, 
1865,)  says:  "Without  the  least  danger  of  making  an  error, 
we  can  assert  that  the  substance  in  qu^^tlQQ  (the  ultimate  cause 
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of  cliolera),  altlioiigli  quite  unknown  to  us  as  a  separate  entity, 
must  be  of  organic  nature,  and  either  a  cell  or  a  ferment," 

Br.  Til.  A.  MeGraw,  of  Detroit,  publishes  in  the  Bufi^o 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  a  translation  of  Prof.  Nieraejer's  (Tu- 
biugeo)  late  article  on  Cholera,  of  which  the  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Reporter  gives  a  synopsis :  "  The  facts  which  have  been 
collectea  regarding  the  manner  in  which  the  disease  is  propa- 
gated, would  indicate  that  it  belonged  properly  neither  to  the 
class  of  (lontagiouB  nor  to  that  of  non-contagious  diseases.  It 
is,  on  the  one  hand,  certain  that  cholera  is  not  commnnicated 
directly  from  one  person  to  another,  even  under  circumstances 
of  tlie  greatest  intimacy,  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  as  cer- 
tainly spread  only  by  patients  afflicted  with  the  disease.  The 
disease  is  propagated  by  the  evacuations  of  individuals  infected 
with  cholera,  probably  in  all,  and  certainly  in  most  cases.  The 
admission  of  this  theory,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  Petten- 
kofer  and  Uelbrueek,  throws  light  upon  a  multitude  of  facts, 
hitherto  little  understood  and  apparently  contradictory.  By 
means  of  one  infected  person  in  whom  the  disease  has  ma^- 
fested  itself  ouly  by  a  seemingly  insignificant  diarrhcea,  cholera 
can  be  conveyed  to  a  hitherto  healthy  locality.  This  person 
may  travel  on  and  recover  without  further  developement  of  the 
disorder,  but  he  has  left  behind  liira  in  the  water-closet  matter 
which  may  give  rise  to  a  most  deadly  epidemic.  It  is  thus  no 
longer  inexplicable  how  the  cholera  in  its  wanderings  takes  no 
defined  course,  but  spreads  indifferently  from  west  to  east,  from 
east  to  west,  now  with  the  wind  and  now  against  it ;  how  it 
always  follows  the  routes  of  travel ;  how  it  does  not  go  from 
place  to  place  in  a  shorter  time  than  is  required  for  men  to 
travel  the  same  distance ;  and  how,  since  the  building  of  rail- 
ways, it  has  been  able  to  spread  more  quickly  than  before. 

It  i         ■    ■ •     •        •  •        ■  -  ■ 


i  that  the  poison  is  not  usually  present  in  stools 
just  discharged,  but  it  is  generated  in  them  at  a  later  period, 
and  under  certain  conditions  favorable  to  its  development. 
Pettenkofer  has  shown  that  the  contact  of  the  discharges  with 
putrid  animal  matter  especially  favors  its  development.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  the  imprudence  with  which  cholera  dis- 
charges are  emptied  into  common  privies,  gutters,  and  sewers; 
promotes  the  spread  of  the  disease ;  that  the  saturation  of  the 
earth  of  the  great  cities  with  the  putrid  products  of  decay  is 
■one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  greater  intensity  and  diffiision 
which  marks  the  disorder  in  them;  and  that  the  accumulations 
of  filth  and  organic  remains  belong  to  the  most  active  agents 
concerned  in  the  development  of  the  noxious  principle.  The 
neighborhood  of  a  river,  on  M'hose  banks  are  cpUectioiifl  of 


stagnant  water,  predisposes  to  its  generation  and  diffusion. 
TJie  character  of  subsoil  is  also  not  without  its  influence ;  a 
soil  of  loose  and  porous  nature  being  more  favorable  to  its  pro- 
duction than  any  of  rocky  and  compact  fonnation. 

**  The  course  of  the  pestilence  in  its  recent  outbreak  on  the 
Atalanta  can  well  be  explained,"  says  Dr.  McGraw,  *'  by  Pet- 
tenkofer's  theory.  The  disease  sprung  up  in  the  steerage,  into 
which  it  may  have  been  brought  by  one  infected  individual. 
The  water-closets  used  by  the  different  classes  of  passengers 
and  crew  on  board  ship  are,  as  is  well  known,  entirely  distinct. 
While  the  cholera  raged  among  the  steerage  passengers,  not  a  per- 
«(m  belonging  to  the  crew  or  first  cabin  passengers  was  attacked." 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  related  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  May  3d,  1866,  the  following :  "  In  1832 
I  was  m  the  midst  of  cholera  at  Lancaster  County  Hospital, 
Pennsylvania.  I  believed  that  cholera  and  yellow  fever  were 
diseases  independent  of  any  idio-miasmatic  conditions  of  the 
atmosphere.  In  July  or  August,  1854,  a  certain  peculiar  con- 
dition of  the  air  existed.  The  water  of  the  Susquehanna  was 
very  low,  and  the  water  of  the  basin  very  filthy,  yet  there  was 
no  cholera.  There  were,  however,  some  cases  of  bilious  and 
intermittent  fever.  One  day  a  car  of  emigrants  came  from 
Philadelphia  to  Columbia,  two  or  three  of  the  passengers  were 
ill,  and  were  put  upon  the  platform.  Four  gentlemen  seeing 
them  there  at  the  point  of  death,  conveyed  them  to  a  shed.  In 
the  next  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  not  one  of  them  was 
living.  In  two  or  three  days  the  cholera  prevailed  in  Colum- 
bia. In  the  Lancaster  County  Hospital  the  winds  were  from 
the  sonth.  We  had  no  cholera.  A  few  days  after  the  cholera 
broke  out  in  Columbia,  an  emigrant  reached  tjiere,  aflhcted 
with  cholerine.  Shortly  after  two  or  three  cases  of  cholera 
existed.  The  same  train  conveyed  the  cholera  to  Pittsburgh. 
Passengers  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Lancaster,  at  a  place  called 
Paradise.  Their  effects  were  sent  to  Lancaster,  in  a  high  and 
healthy  location.  The  relative  who  washed  the  clothes  died  of 
cholera.  It  is  a  contagious  disease.  Why  did  it  not  spread  ? 
Why  did  not  small-pox  spread  ?  There  is  an  atmospheric  con- 
stitution favorable  to  the  development  of  disease.  The  result 
of  observations  in  Sweden  was  that  it  had  been  conveyed  there 
by  the  clothes  of  sailors." 

Dr.  James  Sampson  (Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nalj  volume  49,)  gives  a  very  large  number  of  examples  of  the 
direct  importation  of  cholera  into  new  places  by  infected  per- 
sons, and  of  its  spread  from  them  to  others. 

Many  other  physicians  are  well  satisfied  that  it  is  a  contagi- 
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jous  disease.  Bat  against  tHe  idea  of  contagion,  it  is  urged 
Ihat  physicians  and  nurses  escape ;  that  those  who  prepare  the 
Ibodies  of  the  dead  for  burial ;  and  physicians  who  make  poet- 
inaortem  examinations  are  not  more  liable  to  be  attacked  than 
< others;  that  washerwomen  who  wash  the  clothes  of  cholera 
j)atients  are  not  generally  affected ;  that  the  garments  of 
cholera  patient  are  worn  with  impunity;  that  while  small 
jpox  and  other  contagious  diseases  generally  occm*  in  winter, 
cholera  spreads  in  summer; — that  its  march  is  slow,  ranging 
:from  ten  miles  to  one  hundred  miles  per  week. 

vOm*  present  knowledge  only  enables  us  to  say  that  it  is  the 
ikTesult  ©f  a  specific  virus  or  poison  generated  by  a  mode  yet  un- 
v.discoYered,  received  by  inhalation  or  otherwise,  and  propagated 
xor  diftufted  by  contact  with  infectious  matter  or  infected  persons, 
^and  .that  it  becomes  epidemic  where  there  is  putrescence,  filth 
<and  impure  air. 

It  appears  certain  that  the  disease  is  conveyed  by  human 
.beings  &om  one  point  to  another,  and  there  appear  to  be 
ireasons  fer  believing  that  the  choleraic  discharges  are  the  main 
infecting  agents. 

Many  learned  physicians  who  heretofore  were  satisfied  that 
<cholera  was  non-contagious,  now  think  there  is  a  species  of 
^contagion  about  it,  that  it  is  portable  and  communicable,  and 
ithey  now  advocate  a  rigid  quarantine  and  fumigation  of  ves- 
•sels,*etc.,  conaing  from  infected  districts. 

The  principal  proximate  causes  are  fear^  intemperance  and  imr 
proper  food. 

Fear. — ^When  the  plague  was  raging  on  the  earth  it  is  said 

that  as  it  approached  the  borders  of  Egypt,   it  there  met  the 

Good  Genius  of  that  country.     The  Genius  plead  and  prayed 

the  Spirit  of  the  Plague  to  spare  his  people,  and  he  finally 

;promised  that  he  would  take  but  three  thousand.     He  entered 

and  soon  30,000  had  fallen  victims.     As  he  had  done  his  work, 

on  leaving  Egypt,  the  Genius  again  met  the  Plague,  sorrowful 

:and  with  tears  upbraiding  him  for  not  having  kept  the  promise. 

"I  have  kept  the  promise,"  replied  the  Spirit  of  the  Plague, 

"I  took  but  3,000  of  your  people,  and  fear  took  the  resW*^ 

We  well  remember  that  in  1849,  a  physician  fled  from  Cincin- 
»nati  to  the  country  and  did  not  venture  to  return  until  he  was 
assured  that  the  cholera  had  entirely  left  the  city.  He  came  back, 
was  taken  sick  with  cholera  the  next  day,  and  soon  after  died. 

Professor  Watson  (Practice  of  Medicine,  p.  924,)  gives  the 
following  advice :  "  Upon  the  first  appearance  or  threatening 
♦of  epideniic<  cholera  an  this  town,  I  would  counsel  every  one 
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who  is  not  kept  within  it  by  necessity  64^'  lAff  duty,  to  fly  from 
the  danger ;  to  betake  himself^  with  his  Bbbsehold,  to  the 
moors  of  Scotland,  to  the  Welch  hills,  or  tV  &Q^me  upland 
place  in  one  or  other  of  those  districts  of  England  where  the 
pestilence  has  hitherto  passed  by,  or  attacked  but  IJgfetly." 
We  regard  such  recommendations  as  extremely  pernicious.  If 
the  advice  was  followed  there  would  not  be  one  death  the  lesSy 
but  rather  an  increase  of  mortality.  Beading  it  reminds  one 
of  an  anecdote  we  heard  some  months  since.  During  the  plague 
an  English  nobleman  directed  a  removal  of  his  household  to  the 
country.  As  he  was  about  to  start  he  overheard  his  servants  talk- 
ing. A  footman  says  to  the  coachman,  "  I  suppose  My  Lord's 
Lord  lives  in  the  country."  He  instantly  countermanded  the 
order  for  removal,  devoted  his  time  to  the  care  of  the  suffering, 
and  was  doubtless  instrumental  in  saving  many  valuable  lives. 
Let  each  one  attend  to  his  daily  duties  with  fidelity.  Be 
t)rompt  to  afford  relief  to  any  suffering  ones,  and  you  can  be 
assured  of  your  own  safety.  "  Thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  for 
the  terror  by  night ;  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day ; 
Hor  for  the  pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness ;  *  *  * 
there  shall  no  evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall  any  plague  come 
nigh  tliy  dwelling."  Go  about  your  duty  fearlessly,  and 
you  will  not  be  attacked ;  but  even  should  you  be  stricken 
down,  you  fall  while  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  will  assuredly 
meet  the  smiles  of  the  Good  Master,  "  Well  done  good  and 
faithful  servant^'* 

Unnecessary  alarm  certainly  predisposes  to  the  disease.  We 
would  allay  undue  fears  and  yet  be  truthful.  Cholera  may 
prevail  as  an  epidemic  during  the  summer  ;  if  it  is  coming  we 
cannot  stay  its  approach,  but  we  can,  by  due  precaution  and 
use  of  preventives,  lessen  its  mortality  to  a  very  small  per 
centage  of  the  whole  number  of  our  population.  If  we  do  our 
duty  the  average  mortality  this  year  will  probably  not  be 
greater  than  the  last. 

PREVENTION. 

The  following,  or  similar  directions,  should  be  furnished  to 
every  homoeopathic  household : 

Avoid  crowded  public  halls  and  crowded  sleeping  rooms,  and 
shun  the  presence  of  uncleanly  persons.  The  disease  is  mostly 
developed  in  crowded  dwellings,  sliips,  prisons^  camps^  &Gr 

Observe  cleanliness  of  person,  and  enjoin  the  samte  upon 
your  household.  Moral  cleansing  is  as  important  as  physical. 
Purity  of  soul  as  well  as  of  body^     "  Cleanse  yourselves  from 
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all  pollDtion  of  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holinees  in  the  fear 
of  God." 

Let  joxar  dwellings  (especially  the  eleeping  apartmentef)  be 
thoronghly  ventilated.  Open  your  parlor  bUnds  and  winoowi 
and  let  the  air  and  snn  enter  for  at  least  an  hoar  every  da,y. 
Dark  rooms  are  never  healthy.  Yoar  ehut-np  parlors  look  veiey 
nice,  perliaps,  hut  the  confined  air  is  very  impure. 

1>1ET. — Fasting  is  positively proJiibited.  Piirsne  youi'  ordinary 
course  of  diet  with  exception  of  Calihage,  Brocoli,  Peas,  Beans, 
New  Potatoes,  Cucumbers,  Tomatoes,  8pinaeh,  Rhubarb,  Green 
Com,  Carrots,  Turnips  and  Mnslirooms,  wliieh  must  be  ab- 
stained from  diu-ing  the  prevalence  of  Cholera. 

Abstain  from  Crabs,  Oysters,  Lobsters  and  Clams.  Unripe 
fruits  of  all  kinds  daring  a  cholera  epidemic  are  poisonous. 
Ripe  berries  (Strawberries,  Whortleberries,  Blackberries,)  may 
be  used  sparingly  by  healthy  persons.  Regularity  in  the  hours 
of  eating  is  very  desirable,  and  late  suppers  and  night  meala 
should  not  betaken.  Alcoholic  drinks  are  very  objectionable, 
the  intemperate  being  particularly  liable  to  this  disease.  Re- 
train from  fermented  and  alcoholic  liquors  of  all  kinds,  particu- 
larly Wliisky,  Beer  and  Cider.  Lemonade,  acid  drinks  and 
mineral  water,  are  also  objectionable.  Ice  water  and  ices  should 
be  used  with  moderation.  Articles  of  diet  known  to  interfere 
with  the  regular  action  of  the  bowels  should  be  most  scrupu- 
lously avoided. 

The  earliest  victims  of  cholera  are  those  who  are  enervated 
by  overworking,  night-watching,  intemperance,  excesses  and 
uncleanliness ;  while  those  who  live  in  airy  localities,  avoiding 
fatigue  and  all  excesses,  generally  escape. 

Cathartics  and  laxatives  must  be  wholly  avoided.  No  means 
should  be  taken  to  remove  constipation  except  such  as  are  pre- 
scribed by  your  physician. 

The  use  of  laudanum,  opium,  or  cholera  mixtures  or  speci- 
fics of  any  kind  is  hazardous.  Beware  of  nostrums  lauded  as 
homojopatliic  cholera  specifics.  Reliable  medicines  can  be 
obtained  at  the  homceopathic  pharmacies,  the  so-called  horaceo- 
pathic  specifics  sold  by  the  druggists  should  not  be  trusted. 

The  slightest  derangement  of  the  bowels  should  be  met  by 
appropriate  treatment.  Send  for  your  family  physician,  and 
until  his  arrival  use  the  medicines  as  directed  under  "  Homoeo- 
pathic treatment"  as  tar  as  your  judgment  will  permit,  and 
report  to  him  on  his  arrival  all  that  has  been  done. 

The  use  of  a  fiannel  bandage  around  the  bowels  has  been 
much  recommended  by  some. 
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You  may  use  Beef^  Mutton,  Poultry,  Venison,  ^  newly-ladd 
Eggs,  and  Fresh  Scale  Fish,  Potatoes,  ripe  and  well  tM>oked, 
Wheaten  Bread,  from  brewer's  yeast  or  salt  rising.  Pork  and 
Ham,  and  all  food  prepared  with  lard,  should  be  rejected. 
Drink  Pure  Water,  boiled  or  filtered,  weak  Black  Tea,  Mi.k  or 
Cocoa. 

Disinfectants. — Fumigating  pastilles,  etc.,  are  useless.  They 
merely  conceal  bad  odors,  but  do  not  destroy  them. 

Advantage  can  be  expected  from  use  of  Sulphate  of  Iron. 
"At  Traunstein,  in  Bavaria,  in  every  case  in  which  the  rice- 
water  discharges  were  disinfected  by  Sulphate  of  Iron,  the  dis- 
ease ceased  with  the  person  first  seized."  (Beilage  zur  Allgem- 
einen  Zeitung,  Oct.  8,  1865.)  It  is  recommended  to  dissolve 
half  an  ounce  of  Copperas  (Sulphate  of  Iron)  in  a  quart  of 
water,  and  throw  down  the  water  closets  every  day. 

An  invaluable  disinfectant  is  Permanganate  of  Potash  rhfT 
one  ounce  to  99  ounces  (about  3  quarts)  of  water ;  ten  dropfr 
will  disinfect  a  quart  of  liquid. 

Other  disinfectants :  Chloride  of  Lime,  one  pound  to  be  used 
to  each  gallon  of  infectious  liquid.  A  compound,  composed  of 
one  part  of  Charcoal,  one  of  Quicklime,  and  four  oi  Sand^ 
is  said  to  be  very  effectual.  Charcoal  alone  is  not  sufficient* 
Many  of  the  hands  on  ships  employed  to  cany  charcoal  from 
Constantinople  to  the  Crimea  were  attacked  fatally.  Quick- 
lime, Carbonate  of  Lime,  and  Chloride  of  Zinc,  are  all  usefiil. 
Carbolic  acid  iV,  (one  part  acid  to  nine  parts  water)  will  be 
effectual.     It  may  be  mixed,  thus  diluted,  with  vinegar. 

Attention  should  be  given  to  sewerage,  in  all  our  towns ;  but 
there  is  one  matter  in  connection  with  the  subject  to  which 
attention  is  called,  in  the  following  article : 

Our  Houses  Ventilate  Our  Sewers  I — Prof.  Carroll  Dun- 
ham says :  "  Our  refuse  is  discharged  into  the  sewers,  only 
that  it  may  there  be  converted  into  poisonous  gases,  and  be 
received  ogain,  in  that  form  into  our  houses.  The  more  com- 
pletely, under  these  circumstances,  a  house  is  provided  with 
the  '  modem  conveniences,'  the  more  deadly  a  habitation  it 
is  I  There  are  houses  in  Fifth  Avenue  and  in  Twenty-third 
Street  which  have  illustrated  these  facts  by  the  sad  experience 
of  their  inmates." 

"  In  many  houses  there  are,  besides  tlie  main  stench-trap 
already  described,  secondary  traps  under  each  basin,  closet,  or 
sink.  In  these  cases,  the  portion  of  pipe  intervening  between 
the  main  and  secondary  traps,  becomes  a  '  closed  chamber,' 
in  which  the  poisonous  gases  forced  up  from  the  sewer  are  con- 
fined.   Any  increase  of  temperatiwe,  even  the  varying  heat  of 
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th^  house,  will  expand  these  gases,  and  cause  them  to  bubble 
up  through  the  secondary  traps,  and  into  the  house,  as  before. 
**  These  most  serious  dangers  may  all  be  obviated  by  ventilc^ 
ting  the  sewers  or  the  waste  pipes.  The  latter  can  be  done  for 
himself  by  every  householder.  It  is  only  necessary  to  connect 
with  his  waste  pipe  or  soil  pipe,  just  below  the  uppermost  trap, 
a  small  pipe  which  shall  be  led  up  through  the  roof,  and  shall 
open  into  the  atmosphere,  allowing  the  gases  to  escape.  This 
will  prevent  any  pressure  of  gases  below  the  traps.  Personal 
observation  and  experience  have  convinced  us  of  the  great 
value  of  this  ventilation  of  waste  pipes.  On  a  large  scale,  ven- 
tilation of  sewers  in  English  towns  has  reduced  the  mortality 
from  typhus  to  one-half  its  former  amount." 

MEDICINES    TO    BE     USED    AS     PREVENTIVES     WHEN     CHOLERA     IS 

PREVAIUNG    NEAR  YOU. 

Teratrnn  albun^  1st. — Ten  pellets  every  night  to  an  adult,  five 
to  a  child  of  five  years  old,  one  pellet  to  an  infant. 

Sulphur^  3d* — Ten  pellets  every  morning  to  an  adult,  five  to  a 
child  of  five  years  old,  one  pellet  to  an  infant. 

If  griping  pains  in  the  bowels  and  disposition  to  diarrhoea 
occurs,  notwithstanding  the  use  of  Veratrum  and  Sulphur,  then 
lie  down  and  take  a  small  powder  of  Chvprum^  as  much  as  will 
lie  on  a  three  cent  piece,  every  three  hours  until  better,  using 
also  ten  pellets  qf  Veratrum  at  every  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 

By  the  use  of  these  preventives,  disinfection  of  all  offensive 
and  infectious  matters,  the  practice  of  cleanliness,  avoidance  of 
improper  diet,  thorough  ventilation  of  all  apartments,  the  pres- 
ervation of  equanimity  of  mind  and  a  hopeful  disposition,  we 
may  reasonably  expect  to  ward  off  an  attack. 

We  also  recommend,  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic, 
that  every  house,  in  all  infected  districts,  be  visited  daily 
l3y  two  inspectors.  The  first,  a  physician,  who  shall  enquire  in 
regard  to  cases  of  diarrhoea,  &c.,  and  prescribe  for  all  who  are 
ivilling  to  take  his  treatment.  The  second,  a  health  officer, 
who  shall  examine  the  premises,  and  cause  the  removal  oi 
everything  calculated  to  extend  the  pestilence. 

ALLOPATHIC  TREATMENT. 

Opium  and  Morphine^  in  large  and  small  quantities,  for  the  initia- 
tory diarrhoea  and  the  stage  of  collapse. 

Bleeding. — ^Dr.  Brown  says  :  '*  Invariably  pernicious,**  Dr. 
Miiller,  of  Eiga,  bled  four  persons ;  they  all  died.  Of  69  cases  bled 
during  the  stage  of  reaction,  reported  by  Dr.  Muller,  48  died.  M. 
Andral  recommended  "  free  bleeding  among  the  young  and  vigorous, 
external  irritation,  and  plenty  of  laudanum  internally.'' 

Some  advise  transfusion  of  blood. 
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Calomel. — Teftspoonfol  doses,  in  brftody,  have  been  prcsoribed. 
We  recollect  an  allopsthio  physioiaa  who  said  that  it  was  ibllj  to 
stop  to  weigh  calomel  in  Cholera.  An  M.  D.  of  New  Orleans  gave 
from  100  grs.  to  half  an  02.  at  a  dose,  in  ten  oases.  AJi  died.  Or. 
Buell  tried  it  in  one  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospitale,  ia  dram  dosea  ;  of  100 
cases,  93  died  !  In  Lexington,  Kj.,  four  ounces  were  given  to  one 
patient  in  two  days. 

Strychnine. — Becomm ended  by  Prof.  Frazicr  of  Montreal. 
Leeches  to  the  epigastrium  (recommended  by  Brousiais.')  Emetics. 
particularly  the  mustard  emetic.  Catharties.  Plugging  the  anus, 
and  compression  witJi  a  towel  roller  wet  with  a  solution  of  Chloride 
of  Lime.  The  honor  of  introducing  this  Tery  scientific  (?)  praotjoo 
is  due  to  Dr.  John  Qason,  who  polished  the  reoommendation  in 
the  Jjondon  Lancet. 

Acetate  of  Lead,  Opium  and  Ca>nphor,one  grain  eaob,  ia  form  of 
pills,  every  hour  or  two.     The  same  in  solution  of  Morphine. 

lohalatioD  of  oxygen  gas.  Bulletin  General  de  Therape,  Sov.  30. 
1865,  says  :  "  M.  V  igla,  who  has  reeently  experimented  with  inhala- 
tions of  oxygen  on  a  grand  scale,  in  Paris,  states  that  ?ie  has  not  had 
a  successf]^  case."   Galvanism.  Electricity.  Wet  sheets,  hot  and  oold. 

Dr.  Casper  dipped  rags  in  alcohol,  laid  them  on  the  skin  of  his 
patients,  and  set  them  on  fire '.     They  died,  of  course. 

Dilute  sulphuric  aeid.  Camphor,  chloroform  and  opium,  in  com- 
bination. Khubarb,  magnesia  subnitrate  of  bismuth.  Injection  of 
acetate  of  lead  into  the  bowels.  Injection  of  saline  fluids  into  the 
veins.  Nitrate  of  silver,  gunpowder,  pyroligneous  acid,  nitrous  oxide 
gas,  oajeput  oil. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  TREATMENT. 

From  the  moment  the  diarrhcea  becomes  urgent  perfect  quie- 
tude is  imperative.  The  patient  should  go  to  bed  and  be  well 
■wrapped  in  blankets,  bottles  of  hot  water  placed  about  the 
body,  hot  bricks  to  the  feet,  a  bandage  of  warm  dry  flannel 
placed  abont  the  bowels,  and  one  of  the  medicines  selected 
according  to  the  symptoms,  and  given  as  directed.  To  relieve 
the  thirst  small  lumps  of  ice  may  be  given  as  often  as  wished 
for. 

The  remedies  roeomniended  are  the  following : 

1.  Aconite  1st,  pellets,  7.  LanrocerasuB  Ist,  pellets. 

2.  Arsenicum  let,  pellets,  8.  Mercurius  eoL,  3d  trit, 

3.  Cupnim  met.,  3d  trit,  9.  Phosphorus  3d,  pellets. 

4.  Carbo  veget.  6th,  pellcta.      10.   Sulphur  3d,  pellets. 

5.  Colocynth  Ist,  pellets.  11.   Secale  cornut.  1st,  pellets. 

6.  Ipecacuanha  Ist,  pellets.       12.  Veratrumalbiimlat,  pelieta 

Jn  separate  vial.  Camphor,  tincture. 
Each  homeopathic  family  should  be  supplied  with  a  case  of 
remedies  of  the  potencies  indicated.     We  will  now  proceed  to 
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give  explicit  diivctions  for  their  me,  and  conaidw  them  in  the 
(ndm  t^  their  importance,  uid  not  alphabeticiillj. 

Camfhob,  in  tincture,  to  be  prepared  thus :  Hake  bs^ota- 
ted  solntion  with  -eqnal  parts  of  Gam  Camphor  and  r&-di8tjlled 
alcohol.  The  common  drag  store  camphorated  tincture  is  oom- 
paratirely  inefficient.  It  is  to  be  nsed  as  follows :  Cover  the 
patient  op  to  the  cliin  well  and  aluradantly  mth  blankets,  par^ 
ticularly  the  feet,  do  not  allow  the  arms  out  of  bed,  then  gire 
of  the  tincture  of  camphor,  to  an  adnlt,  one  drop  on  a  small 
Imnp  of  white  gngar  in  a  teaspoonl'ul  of  water  every  five  min- 
utes nntil  the  patient  perspires  freelj.  The  perspiration  mnst 
be  continued  for  an  hour  or  two  by  keeping  the  patient  well 
covered  np  in  bed  and  repeating  the   t-araphor  at  intervals. 

For  a  child,  let  ten  drops  of  Camphor  lineture  be  drop- 
pod  on  a  piece  of  sugar  and  dissolved  in  ten  teaspoonfole  of 
water.     Give  a  teaspoonful  of  this  every  ten  minutes. 

The  use  of  camphor  is  forbidden  while  other  remedies  are 
en^Ioyed. 

The  symptoms  indicating  camphor  are :  nansea,  vomiting, 
soreness  of  stomach  to  the  tonch,  with  burning  pains  or  cold 
perspiration,  faintness,  prostration,  dtstreBs,  slow  pulse,  wan- 
dering look  or  unnatural  expression,  {faeieg  choleriea,)  extremi- 
ties cold  and  blue,  cramps,  anguish,  dread  of  siifibcation,  rice 
water  diarrhcea,  suppreBsion  of  urine.  Other  remedies  are  pref- 
erable to  camphor  if  there  is  neither  coldness  or  blueness  of 
the  extremities,  face  or  tongue,  cramps,  or  dullness  of  the 
senses.  If  the  camphor  occasions  headache,  or  burning  of  the 
stomach,  the  antidote  will  be  found  in  Phosphorus  3,  of  which 
a  dozen  globules  may  be  taken.  K  this  does  not  remove  all 
unpleasant  efiects  give  a  cup  of  black  cofiee. 

Dr.  Kubini,  of  Naples,  treated  377  cases  of  cholera  during 
the  epidemic  of  1854-5,  with  camphor  alone,  without  a  single 
death.  In  1865,  he  was  equally  successful,  treating  51  patients 
with  camphor  exclusively,  without  loss  of  a  single  case  ! 

Count  Nadasdy,  of  Daka,  in  Hungary,  in  the  absence  of 
professional  aid,  treated  his  subjects  with  the  tincture  of  cam- 
phor. Of  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  who  were  attacked  he 
only  lost  fifteen.     (Lutze's  practice,  page  128). 

Hahnemann  used  cainphor  in  all  st^es  of  cholera. 

Vekatrum  is  the  principal  remedy  to  be  used  when  there  is 
violent  vomiting  and  purging,  icy  coldness  of  the  body,  great 
debility  and  cramps  in  the  lingers,  toes,  and  calves,  copious 
waterj-  stools,  pale  face,  blue  margins  around  the  eyes,  deathly 
anguish  and  despair  in  the  features,  cold  tongue,  cold  breath, 
oppressive  anguish  in  tlie  chest,  colic  pains,  cramps  in  the  fin- 
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gers,  retautioQ  of  nrioe,  iextemal  caMneca  :Mid  e^taraal  lieat, 
exti-eme  thirst  for  cold  drinks,  vertigo,  akrlTelled-Bldn  oA' the 
palms  of  the  hande.  . 

Dr.  Griesselich  says  that  in  1849  at  St.  Fetereburg,  the  suo- 
ceas  with  this  remedy  was  so  ^-eat  that  the  pharmacies  were 
OTerrun  with  allopaths.  Dose,  six  pellets  every  fifteen  min- 
utes until  better. 

Cuprum  is  indicated  when  there  is  vomiting,  diarrhcea, 
cramps  in  the  ^cheet,  stomach,  bowels  and  extremities,  spas- 
modic colic  pains  without  vomiting  or  diarrboaa,  or  vomiting 
preceded  by  spasmodic  constriction  of  the  chest  arresting  the 
breathing,  hurried  I'espiration,  excessive  sensitiveness  of  the 
stomach  to  the  toncli,  face  cold  and  bhie,  rolling  of  eyehal^ 
hoarse  voice.  Dose,  three  grains  (or  as  muoh  as  will  cover  a 
three  cent  piece)  every  half  an  hour  until  better. 

Absenicuh. — Symptoms  calling  for  its  use  are  pi-ostration, 
anguish,  dread,  lamentations,  confusion  of  ideas,  coldness  and 
blueness  of  skin,  with  clammy  sweat,  vomiting  of  watery,  bil- 
ious, slimy,  greenish,  brownish  or  blackish  matter,  purging  of 
fetid  liquid  matter,  burning  pain  in  stomach,  bowels  and 
rectum,  labored  respiration,  nippoeratic  countenance,  lips  and 
tongue  dry,  black  and  chapped,  cramps,  dizziness,  ringing  in 
the  ears,  unquenchable  thirst,  restlessness,  pulse  small,  tremb- 
ling and  intermittent,  irequent  desire  to  pass  water  or  euppres, 
sion  of  urine.  Previous  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Enrope, 
Van  Hufeland  said  "if  there  is  any  truth  in  homteopathy, 
Arsenic  should  be  the  remedy  in  cholera."  Give  six  pellets 
every  lialf  an  hour  until  relieved. 

Secale  cornutum  ia  particulaTlg  adapted  to  aged  peraotu. — 
Symptoms,  cold  shrivelled  and  blue  skin,  profiiao  and  painless, 
brown,  flock-like  or  colorless  watery  diarrhoesi,  with  loud  rumb- 
ling and  rapid  exhaustion,  cramps  in  chest  and  extremities, 
thirst,  nausea  without  vomiting  j  tongue  slightly  coated  ;  ver- 
tigo and  anguish.  Suitable  also  in  reaction  after  collapse- 
Dose,  six  pellets  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Ipecacuanha  is  called  for  when  there  is  oppression  at  the 
stomach,  nausea  or  vomiting  with  shiverings  or  dizziness,  with 
or  without  relaxed  bowels.  Useful  whenthe  vomiting  predom- 
inates, not  generally  useful  in  fully  developed  cases.  Dose  six 
pellets  every  half  an  hour  until  relieved. 

Mercurics  S0LUBUU8,  3d  trituration. — After  subsidence  of 
vomiting  and  rice-water  diarrhcea,  in  case  the  discharges 
awume  a  dysenteric  appearance,  give  a  nnall  powder,  as  much 
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mncli  as  vUl  lie  upon  a  three  cent  piece,  at  every  eracaatim 
until  better. 

SuLPHUE  is  recommended  for  diarrhoea  -when  there  are  fre- 
quent evacuations,  eepecially  at  night,  with  colic,  straining  at 
stool,  distention  of  the  abdom,  heavy  breathing,  cbiUioeeB  and 
debility,  sliiny  or  watery,  frothy  or  pntrid  stools  wk'kigk  or 
'^areentgh,  discharge  of  undigested,  aour  or  bloody  subsfanees. 
Dose  six  pellets  very  half  hour  for  diarrhoea,  or  ten  pellets 
every  morning  as  a  preventive  of  cholera. 

Laducic-ehasi's. — In  patients  after  collapse,  who  Beein  consci- 
oua  but  quickly  fall  back  into  a  ehipor.  Irresistible  drowsiness, 
deafiiesB,  contraction  of  the  tliroat  when  swallowing,  eyes  open 
and  staring,  with  optical  illnsions.  Dose,  six  pellets  every  half 
an  hour  imtil  reaction  is  fully  established.    . 

Cahro  vi'iiETAiiH.ipj. — In  collapse,  when  the  patient  is  pulse- 
less, with  coldness  of  breath,  tongue  and  skin,  voice  extinct, 
mine  suppressed,  congestion  of  chest  and  head,  and  paralysis. 
Use  six  pellets  medicated  with  the  10th  dilution  every  fifteen 
minutes  until  reaction  takes  place. 

AcONFTB. — Prof.  Hempel  says  :  "  I  have  often  found  Acraiite 
eminently  useful,  during  the  first  invasion  of  the  disease,  in 
restorlDg  the  pulse  and  rousing  the  vital  reaction  generally. 
Veratniiff,  Camphor,  Arsenicum,  or  perhaps  some  other  reme- 
dy, may  be  appropriately  used  after  Aconite." 

When  reaction  comes  on  after  collapse  with  fever,  headache 
and  threatened  inflammatory  condition,  give  Aconite,  six  pel- 
lets of  the  Ist,  every  half  an  hour, 

CoLOCYNTH. — Very  useful  in  cases  of  colic,  with  disposition 
to  diarrhtea.  Also  when  urine  is  suppressed,  and  there  is 
cramps  in  the  calves,  vomiting  first  of  food  and  then  of  green- 
ish matter.     Give  six  pellets  every  fitteen  minutes  until  better. 

Phosphorus. — An  excellent  remedy  for  the  diarriicea  which 
prevails  dnring  a  cholera  epidemic  (cholerine),  especially  if 
there  is  great  debility,  thirst  and  flatulence.  Dose,  six  pellets 
every  half  hour. 

J©~  Tlie  intervals  between  the  doses  of  all  the  medicines 
should  be  lengthened  as  the  patient's  symptoms  improve. 

Families  are  recommended  to  make  use  of  these  means  faith~ 
fully  until  the  arrival  of  their  medical  attendant,  who  will  theui 
direct  the  further  treatment 

In  convalescence  from  cholera,  the  diet  should  be  lights 
nutritious,  and  easy  of  digestion,  and  taken  in  small  quantitioa 
only  ;  it  may  consist  of  gruel  made  of  Farina,  prepared  Barley, 


boiled  St^;o,   Rice,   Tapioca,   Cora  Starch,   AirowHVot,   or 
Chicken  broth,  flavored  with  toast  bread  and  BRlt. 

COMPARISONS— RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT.  ETC. 
Mortality   tn  England. — ^Dr.  W.  Merriman,   furniBhed   the 
following  table  from  the  reports  sent  to  the  Privy  Council 
Office.     {Copeland'a  Med.  Diet.,  Art.  Pestilence,  Choleric.) 

Cut*.  Beatlu  BaMTOrte*.  P^.  otpluca  tSMtt 

EngUnd W.SM  I4,Sn  aS,;«a                     3,7U,eM 

Landau ll.OM  t,%n  i,MS                     I,*Si,««« 

WklM 1,43a  498  S»                       101,601 

Ireludiup  toMBKsh,  1«33 H,U]  11,111  IS.Ml 

[The  following  table,  compiled  by 'Prof.  J,  Jackson  of  Phil- 
adelpbia,  exhibits  the  cases  and  deaths  in  Quebec,  Montreal, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  with  the  ratios  of  cases  and 
deaths  to  population  ajid  to  each  other. — {Amer.  Jour.  Mtd. 
Sciences,  vol.  ii.,  p.  291.)] 

[The  abore  table  does  not  include  the  whole  period  of  the 
epidemic,  but  may  serve  to  give  a  comparative  view  of  the  difl- 
ease  in  those  cities  respectively  to  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
population  of  New  York  is  estimated  not  from  die  usual  ordi- 
nary number  at  the  above  period,  but  of  those  remaining  in  die 
city.J 

Data  of  report     Fopuls-  Cuh.  D«tli«.  Batlo  of  aw*  Ratio  sf  itaVbs     Ratio  at 
and  place.           tlon.                                            to  pop.  toineos.         dc&Uu  to  pop- 
Sept,  S,  Quebec. ...  3B,0«W  S7B3  KIS              llnHT  Itoai-!  I  in  11 1-a 
"  21,  Monlraal—  !8,«I0  44W  1904              lln    U  1  lo  3 1-3  linMS-S 
Ang.  98,  New  ¥ork.l40,«)»  5814  WIS              I  to  !4 1.1  liol  I  ra« 
Sept.  11,  PtiiliLd 16«,000  S114  934              1  to  70  1  to !  I-l  1  in  173 

Profl  Thomas  Watson,  of  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  gives 
a  candid  opinion  in  the  following  language:  "  If  the  balance 
could  be  fairly  struck,  and  the  exact  truth  ascertained,  I  question 
whether  we  should  find  that  the  aggregate  mortality  from 
Cholera,  in  this  country,  (England)  was  any  way  disturbed  by 
our  craft." 

James  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Physician  Extraordinair  to  the  Ejng, 
Editor  of  Medical  Chirurgical  Review,  thus  testifies  :  "  When 
Cholera  appeared  in  Hindostan,  tlie  papers  so  teemed  with  spe- 
cifics and  cures,  that  the  government  put  a  stop  to  their  further 
publication,  on  account  of  the  mortabty  tbey  caused."  "  For 
ourselves,  what  sliall  we  say  t  Alas  I  we  must  own  that  we 
are  gloomy,  heartless  skeptics,  without  so  much  as  a  grain  of 
faith,  or  one  saving  particle  of  beliefc  Would  that  it  were 
otherwise— would  that  we  could  only  so  mnch  as  im^ne  that 
cholera  has  been,  is,  or  will  be  cured  by  the  thousand  and  one 
plans  of  happy  memory,  already  published,  or  to  be  published. 

"  In  point  of  fact,  we  Tcnow  no  better  mode  of  treatim  Cholera 
than  when  it  first  appeared  in  the  island ;  and  the  really  severe 
cases  arc  just  as  tatal  as  they  ever  have  been." 
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■  A  TMat  diiorepant^  iB  Bhown  id  the  reBults  of  the  treattneiit 
of  aholera  by  the  d^erent  achools  of  medicine. 

Tlig  (iiMierul  Board  of  Healtli  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith  re- 
orted  K 1 7  ctises  treated  between  Oct.  4,  1 848,  and  Feb,  1, 1849. 
CaseB  817,  ciirea,  171,  deaths  546,  mortality  66  4r5  per  cent. 
Of  these  chbos  23G  were  treated  by  physicians  of  the  homceo- 
pfttlii«  disiwneaty.  'V\liat  part  of  tbia  terrible  mortality  of 
two-thlrdu  was  liomteopathy  responsible  for  t  Why,  24  1-5 
per  oent,  of  the  cases  tliey  treated.     Here  are  the  figures: 

OmcK.  Dwttu.  UciUUtr- 

Treated  Homosopathically, 236,  57,        24  1-5. 

»       AllopathJcally, 681,         489,         84  1-5. 

In  France  and  Italy,  in  1831-2,  the  mortaUty  in  21  Allo- 
pathic hospitals  was  63  per  cent. 

Ur.  Fewster  Rubort  Hornor,  author  of  "  Keasons  for  adopt- 
ing the  Rational  System  of  Medicine,"  was  President  and  Pei^ 
petual  Vice  President  of  the  British  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso- 
ciation ;  late  Senior  Physician  to  the  Hull  General  Infirmary, 
In  1851,  before  he  had  investigated  Homoeopathy,  Dr.  Homer 
presided  over  a  meeting  of  200  medical  men  at  Brighton, 
which  passed  resolutions  strongly  denunciatory  of  that  Eystem  ; 
and  now,  in  1857,  after  investigating  it,  he  annonnces  himselt 
a  convert  to  the  Homceopathic  doctriue  !  He  states  that  in  the 
stabatical  report  of  the  late  cholera  epidemic  in  England  l^ 
the  Medical  Board  appointed  for  that  purpose,  the  returns  of 
the  HomcBOpatbic  Hospital  were  deliberately  and  designedly  sup- 
pressed because  they  shewed  that  by  that  treatment  two-thirda 
were  cured;  while  according  to  the  aggregate  statistics  of  the 
other  Hospitals  two-thirds  died;  and  this,  too,  after  that  report 
had  been  verified  by  the  Allopathic  Inspector ! 

By.  the  Liverpool  Homceopathic  Dispensary  there  were 
treated  from  July  25th  to  September  15th,  1849  : 

Cases 162      Deaths 43      Percent 26  lr2 

HOSPITAL   TREATMENT  OP    CHOLERA. 


Plue  ud  Nune.                                                  Cues.  D«*tlu. 

Vienna  Sisters  of  Charity— 18.34  to  1850. .  .1,202  409 

Vienna  Leopoldstadt,   1850 156  58 

Berlin  Hom.  Hospital 32  6 

Bordeaux  Hospital,  by  Dr.  Mabbit,  1832 131  6 

Marseilles  "  Convent  of  Refuge,"  1849 260  15 

London  Homceopathic  Hospital,   1854 37  7 
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AUopathie. 

PUeaudHams.  GUM.       Detttb*. 

Edinburgh,  Dmmmond  Street  Hoq)ital 461  291 

Halle,  Knmckenberg'B  Wards 104  53 

Hambui^  Hospital,  1831 ...283  176 

Berlin  Cholera  Hospital 97  60  ■ 

St  Petersburg,  bv  Dr.  Lichenstadt 636  814 

Bordeaux  Hospit^,  1832 104  72 

Raab              "             "    284  122 

New  York,  in  1849, 1,790  923 

London,  St.  Geoi^e's,  1854, ■. 140  69 

Total ^ .3,899  2,099 

Average  mortality  under  Homoeopathic  treatment,  29  per  cent. 
Average,  under  AUopatliy, 54  per  cent. 

During  tbe  cholera  epidemic  in  Cincinnati  the  Allopaths  lost 
45  per  cent.;  the  mortality  among  the  Homoeopatha  was  but 
5  per  cent. 

Dr.  Mabbitt  was  created  Knight  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  on 
account  of  his  success  in  treating  cholera  in  Bordeaux.  The 
doctor  collected  statistics  of  the  ti-eatment  of  several  thousand 
cases,  he  found  the  mortality  under  Allopathy  49  per  cent., 
under  Homojopathy,  seven  and  one-half  per  cent. 

In  Vienna  the  Homoeopaths  cured  two-thirds  of  their  patients, 
the  Allopaths  lost  two-thirds ;  sucli  was  the  result  as  officially 
announced. 

In  the  epidemic  of  1849  at  Cincinnati,  Drs.  Pulte  and  Ebi^ 
mann  treated  successfully  seventy-three  cases  of  decided  col- 
lapse. The  main  remedy  was  Oarbo  vegetahilh.  Of  2410 
patients  treated  by  them  only  85  died.  Mortality  onlv  three 
and  a  half  per  cent. 

One  of  the  strongest  facts  that  can  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
Homeopathy,  one  which  evinces  most  strongly  the  value  of 
the  Homoeopathic  law  of  cure,  ia  the  following :  When  the 
cholera  was  approaching  Germany,  Hahnemann  published 
directions  for  its  treatment  indicating  with  remarkable  preci- 
eion  the  remedies  which  would  be  found  appropriate,  and  the 
experience  of  thousands  has  demonstrated  the  valae  of  his  pre- 
Bcriptions.  At  this  time  he  had  not  treated  a  single  case,  hut 
knowing  the  symptoms  attending  cholera,  and  the  symptoms  of 
the  medicines,  he  was  able  to  point  with  directness  to  the  tme 
curatives.  Such  is  the  very  great  advantage  which  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Homceopathic  law  of  cure  gives.  The  medicines 
which  Hahnemann  prescribed  are  those  which  are  itsed  all  over 
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the  world  by  hie  followers.  They  operate  with  cei'tainty  and 
core  all  curable  cases.  Obsetviug  the  wiperiority  of  the 
Homoeopathic  mode  of  medication  in  cholera  in  1849,  first 
opened  our  eyes  to  the  value  of  its  principles,  and  we  know 
that  others  were  led  to  adopt  the  practice  after  obeerving  its 
power  in  controlling  this  disease. 

The  Homoaopathists  give  in  Cholera,  Camphor,  Cnpmm, 
Veratrum,  Carbo  vegetabilis  and  Arsenicum ;  they  wrap  the 
patients  in  dry  blankets,  relieve  the  thirst  by  giving  them  lumps 
of  ice,  which  they  always  crave  and  feel  grateful  for ;  hot 
bricks  and  bottles  of  hot  water  are  sometimes  used.  Under 
use  of  the  Homosopathic  remedies  the  vomiting  stops,  the  diar 
rhoea  is  checked,  tlie  cramps  are  relieved,  and  convalescence 
Speedily  ensues.  Contrast  this  with  the  Allopathic  treatment, 
as  detailed  by  J.  Stevenson  linslinan.  M.  D.,  in  his  work  "  An 
Historical  sketch  of  Cholera  and  its  Cures,"  published  in  Lon- 
don in  1850.  After  comparing  the  two  we  may  have  some 
idea  why  it  is  Homteopathiafs  cure  over  two-thii-ds  of  their 
cholera  patients  and  Allopatlis  lose  more  than  two-thirds  of 
theirs. 

Referring  to  this  work  we  find  water  recommended  as  a 
remedy  in  cholera.  Cold  water  and  hot  water.  "Wrap  him 
in  a  cold  sheet  says  one."  "Fool,"  cries  another,  "he's  cold 
enough,  wrap  him  in  blankets  wrung  out  of  boiling  water." 
"  Put  lime  in  them,"  saye  another,  "  and  make  it  hotter  still." 
"Give  him  No.  6,  plenty  of  red  pepper,"  says  the  steam  doc- 
tor. "  Make  him  inhale  oxygen,"  says  Dr.  Gas.  "  No  bile  in 
the  stools,  he  wants  calomel,"  says  the  mercurial  routinist. 
"He  has  a  diarrhcea,'give  him  opium."  "He's  sinking,  give  him 
brandy,"  "  Lot  him  have  alkalies,"  vociferates  one  most  loudly. 
"  Not  so,  give  acids,"  cried  another.  "  It's  a  sort  of  intermit- 
tent, give  him  quinine,"  exclaims  one  equally  as  reasonable  as 
the  rest.  Others  prescribe  abstraction  of  blood,  others  injec- 
tions of,  the  same  fluid.  One  enjoins  perfect  repose,  another 
incessant  motion.  Some  give  applications  the  most  soothing, 
others  those  which  are  most  irritating.  Some  the  most  powerful 
stimulants,  othei-s  the  most  potent  sedatives.  [Dr.  Bushnan 
reports  some  of  the  doctors'  cholera  prescriptions ;  one  of  the 
compounds  contains  33  difierent  drugs  !J 

We  now  find  that  almost  every  number  of  all  the  allopathic 
journals,  home  and  foreign,  contains  some  prescriptions  for 
cholera.  Nearly  every  drug  has  been  used  or  recommended, 
by  some  one,  so  that  the  list  of  what  has  not  been  recommended 
for  cholera  would  be  shorter  than  the  account  of  what  has 
been.      One  statistician  -says  he  has  perused    1433   difierent 
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treatises,  in  all  of  which  different  prescriptions  are  advised  I 
The  first  suggestion  to  the  mind  of  the  allopath  is  stimulation  ; 
"  the  patient  is  sinking,  we  must  stimulate."  So  we  thought 
in  184&.  We  gave  brandy,  they  died.  We  gave  the  rest 
more,  and  they  died ;  for  the  others,  we  made  the  brandy  more 
stimulating,  and  they  died ;  and  the  conclusion  could  not  be 
avoided — the  more  these  patients  are  stimulated  the  quicker  they 
will  die.  We  [Allopaths]  lost  almost  every  case  of  collapse, 
and  the  Homoeopaths  cured  many  of  theirs,  so  we  turned  to  the 
new  practice,  and  have  had  no  reason  to  regret  the  change. 

We  will  relate  the  homoeopathic  treatment  of  one  case  of 

cholera :     Mr. ^  had  a  severe  attack  of  cholera  ;  his  family 

having  no  faith  in  homoeopathy,  they  sent  for  an  eclectic  physi- 
cian.    The  doctor  came,  sat  up  with  his  patient  all  night  and 

plied  his  remedies  with  vigor.     In  thp  morning  Mr. was 

worse.  As  he  was  fast  running  into  collapse,  the  doctor  pro- 
posed that  we  should  be  sent  for.  The  family  objected, 
"  homoeopq.thy  will  not  do,  he  must  have  active  treatment." 
The  doctor  told  them  that  he  had  done  all  in  his  power,  and 
without  homoeopathic  remedies  could  reach  the  case  the  patient 
would  die.  As  a  forlorn  hope  they  consented  that  we  should 
be  consulted.  The  doctor  came  to  our  office, '^gave  us  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  case,  and  said  that  he  would  like  to  see  if 
homoeopathic  remedies  could  reach  one  so  hopeless.  We  went 
vdth  him,  examined  the  patient  and  agreed  to  take  charge  of 
him  if  the  allopathic  medicines  were  removed  from  the  room, 
(the  table  was  then  covered  with  mixtures,  &c.)  Finding  that 
they  were  quite  wilUng  that  our  measures  should  have  a  fair 
trial,  we  proceeded  to  prescribe.  The  patient  had  vomiting, 
purging,  cramps,  blue  and  cold  skin,  clammy  sweat,  loss  of 
voice.  In  a  low,  husky  whisper  he  said,  "  do  something  for 
me  if  you  can."  We  dropped  a  powder  of  Ipecacuanha  upon 
his  tongue,  in  a  short  time  another  of  Veratrum  album,  pres- 
ently one  of  Cuprum ;  in  half  an  hour  the  vomiting  ceased, 
the  purging  soon  after  stopped,  the  cramps  left  not  to  return, 
the  skin  became  warm  and  natural,  the  returning  voice  spoke 
out  in  gratitude  for  a  deliverance  from  death.  After  this  time 
the  family  were  warm  advocates  for  homoeopathy,  and  the  doctor 
now  carries  a  case  of  our  medicines  and  uses  them  so  far  as  his 
knowledge  extends.  At  some  future  time  he  will  probably 
throw  all  other  "physic  to  the  dogs." 

Those  who  suppose  that  Homoeopathic  treatment  is  only 
suitable  for  such  trifling  cases  of  disease  as  would  probably 
recover  without  medication,  are  greatly  deceived.  It  is  in  such 
severe  maladies  as  Asiatic  Cholerii,  Diphtheria,  Pneumonia, 


Pleiiritifi,  Gastritis,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  etc.,  etc.,  etc, 
that  the  new  treatment  evinces  such  marked  superiority. 
Wherever  Homoeopathic  treatment  is  introduceil,  we  demon- 
strate our  Biiperior  Buccess.  There  is  leas  suffering,  a  shorter 
duration  of  sickness,  and  a  decrease  of  mortality  in  all  the  most 
violent  forms  of  disease. 

It  is  aaked.why  is  cot  the  system  generally  received,  if  it  is  BO  inuoh 
better?  We  reply,  that  deep-rooted  prejudices  are  not  overoome 
very  readily,  and  powerful  iuteresta  and  combinations,  that  oppose  na 
cannot  be  destroyed  in  a  day.  The  apothecariea  say,  "  We  must  do 
all  we  can  against  Hora(eopathy,  for  if  it  succoeda  it  will  destroy  the  ' 
drag  trade."  Allopathic  doolora.of  age  and  intelligence  in  other  things, 
are  so  ignorant  of  tho  new  system  that  they  will  declare  under  oath 
that  "  Homceopathy  is  the  practico  of  treating  disease  with  infinites- 
simal  doaes  of  medicine,"  when  the  truth  is,  Homtcopathy  is  not  giving 
large  doaea  or  gmall  doses,  but  it  is  the  administration  of  medicine 
according  to  a  law  of  nature,  which  is  expressed  by  the  words 
"  similia  nmilibus  evraiUur."  The  cure  of  coHc  by  Colocynth  Is 
homwopathio,  whether  by  a  single  globule  of  the  hundredth  potency 
or  a  grain  of  the  pure  drug,  because  Colocynth,  administered  to  healthy 
persons  produces  symptoms  resembling  colic  The  same  statement  can 
be  made  regarding  every  drug,  because  nature's  laws  are  unchangeable. 
The  true  curative  is  always  homeopathic  to  the  disease.  By  this  we 
mean  that  it  invariably  bears  this  relation  or  correspondence;  in 
other  words,  it  always  causes,  on  the  healthy,  Kufferiiigs  or  departures 
from  health,  resembling  the  disease  it  is  adapted  to  cure. 

So  completely  deluded  are  our  opponents  that  an  old  pbysioisn 
declares  that  Ilomceopatby  is  a  species  of  infidelity ;  that  what  it 
attempts  to  do  is  equal  to  casting  out  devils  by  Beeliebub.  Poor 
old  man,  what  light  will  be  sufficient  to  open  his  eyes.  The  fact  that 
the  most  talented  ministers  of  all  the  churches  are  Homteo- 
paths,  will  that  convince  him  ?  Nol  What  will  ?  When  it  is  known 
that  in  alt  our  large  cities  Homoeopathic  physicians  receive  patronage 
from  the  most  intelligent  and  wealthy ;  that  Ham<eopathy  has  mm* 
peVed  Allopathy  to  modify  its  practice  and  cease  to  bleed  and  blister, 
purge  and  puke,  as  it  did  in  years  gone  by ;  that  it  now  numbers  over 
fonr  thousand  regularly  educated  practitioners  in  the  United  States, 
and  over  two  hundred  in  Michigan  alone  ;  that  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pftnies  can  make  money  by  insuring  patrons  of  Homoeopathy  at  ten 
per  cent,  less  than  persons  whose  systems  are  subjected  toAUopatUe 
dragging ;  that  HomtBopatbs  invite  Boards  of  Health  and  Governors 
of  Hospitals  to  provide  for  Homceopathie  and  Allopathic  treatment  in 
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different  wards,  that  we  may  have  opportunity  of  proving  that  tee  can 
save  half  of  the  patients  that  now  die  in  allopathic  hands  ;  that  we 
have  a  literature  of  the  Materia  Medica  far  richer  and  more  scientifio 
than  the  world  ever  saw  before  the  promulgation  of  Homoeopathy  ; ' 
that  every  week  some  convert  leaves  Allopathy  and  enters  the  Homoeo- 
pathic ranks,  and  not  one  in  a  thousand  is  ever  tempted  to  return. 
Will  all  these  things  disarm  prejudice,  invite  investigation  and  induce 
professors  of  Allopathy  to  act  as  Christian  gentlemen  ?  It  should,  but 
judging  from  the  past,  it  will  not  very  soon.  After  a  friendly  argu- 
ment with  a  professional  opponent,  when  brought  to  a  point  where  he 
could  not  help  seeing  that  there  was  truth  at  the  foundation  of  the 
new  practice,  he  says,  •*  Doctor,  at  my  time  of  life,  I  am  not  going  to 
study  my  profession  over  again."  We  visited  his  office  ;  not  a  new 
book  or  journal  was  to  be  seen ;  bottles  of  drugs,  apparently  as  old  as 
his  library.  "  Quinine  is  the  only  new  remedy  I  use,"  says  the  doc- 
tor. Will  such  practitioners  open  their  eyes  to  receive  the  light  of 
the  New  Healing  Art  which  the  Divine  Provideftice  is  now  sending 
the  world  ?  They  are  joined  to  their  idols  and  may  be  let  alone,  but 
the  generation  of  medical  men  io  come  will  be  more  open  to  convic- 
tion. In  a  few  years  the  extreme  men  will  pass  from  the  stage  of  action. 
They  will  be  followed  by  physicians  of  comprehensive  minds  and 
enlarged  hearts,  the  strifes  of  the  schools  will  disappear,  the  false 
will  be  eliminated,  and  the  true  only,  remain.  But  even  now,  here 
and  there,  one  is  found  who  resembles  the  true  physician,  as  described 
by  Yan  Helmont: — "The  God-elected  physician  will  be  accompanied 
by  many  signs  and  wonders  for  the  schools ;  and  whilst  he  uses  his 
gifts  for  the  alleviation  of  his  neighbor's  sufferings,  he  will  refer  the 
glory  of  his  cures  to  God.  Pity  is  his  guide.  Love  will  be  his 
sister;  and  the  truth  of  the  Lord  will  enlighten  his  path.  He  will 
call  upon  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  desire  of  gain  shall  not  possess 
him.  For  the  Lord  is  rich,  and  a  free  giver  ;  and  pays  back  an  hun- 
dred fold,  with  a  heaped-up  measure.  He  will  make  fruitful  His 
work,  and  his  hand  shall  be  clothed  in  blessing.  From  his  mouth 
shall  flow  comfort ;  and  his  voice  shall  be  as  a  trumpet,  at  the  sound 
of  which  disease  shall  vanish.  His  feet  shall  bring  gladness,  and 
sickness  shall  dissolve  before  him  like  the  snow  in  summer.  Health 
shall  follow  his  footsteps." 

[The  above  paper  on  Asiatic  Cholera  is  published  at  this  office  in  pamphlet  fbrm,  fbr  general 
circulation,  at  25  cents  retaU,  |15  per  100— 1100  per  100.] 
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§,mtiits. 


THE    AHEBIOAN    IXSIITinrB    OF    HOUCBOFATHY. 

Report  of  the  Mneleenth  Annual  JHeeting,  held  at  Pittsburgh,  Fa., 
June  Qtk  and  7th,  1866. 

Preliminary  Mebtino. 

The  usual  prcliminaTf  meetiDg  yi&a  held  at  the  hottse  of  Dr.  M. 
Cote,  284  Penn  Street,  oa  Tuesday  evening,  June  5.  A  large  num- 
ber of  the  members  were  present  from  various  purta  of  tlie  Union. 

Departing  somewhat  from  the  usual  custom  which  makes  this 
meeting  merely  an  informal  session  or  caucus,  to  diitcuss  the  busiuess 
of  the  following  day.  Dr.  Cote,  with  the  assent  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  tendered  to  the  members  and  tbeir  ladles  a  social 
leveci  Many  pleasiTnt  greetings  were  exchanged  hy  those  who  had 
not  met  since  the  last  session  ;  and  the  cardial  welcome  of  the  host 
and  hostess,  the  delightful  music  and  the  abundant  feast,  at  once 
established  a  social  and  friendly  feeling,  which  continued  unabated 
Uironghout  the  entire  session  of  the  Institute. 

FiEST  Day — Moenino  Session. 

Wednesday,  June  6. — The  Institute  assembled  at  Masonic  Hall, 
and  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  by  the  President,  Dr.  S.  8.  Guy, 
■of  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  when  Eev.  Herrick  Johnston  invoked  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  its  deliberations. 

The  President  welcomed  the  members  of  the  Institute  to  their 
annual  meeting,  and  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  fact  that  so 
large  a  number  of  delegates  were  present. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Burgher,  of  Pittsburgh,  from  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
oients,  welcomed  the  members  in  a  few  cordial  remarks,  and  tendered 
them  the  hospitalities  of  the  city. 

The  rati  was  then  called  and  corrected,  when  the  following  mem- 
bers answered  to  their  names  : 

J.  D.  Annin,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  J.  Beakley,  New  York  City ;  8.  R. 
Beckwith,  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  D.  H.  Beokwith,  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  G. 
D.  Beebe,  Chicago,  111. ;  Georgo  E.  Belcher,  New  York  ;  R.  M. 
Bowles,  New  York;  J.  C.  Burgher,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  S.  M.  Cate, 
Salem,  Mass.;  N.  F.  Cooke,  Chicago,  111.;  M.  Cote,  Pittsburgh,  P.;  D. 
Cowley.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  C.  M.  Dake,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  J.  P.  Date, 
Salem,  Ohio  ;  J.  8.  Douglas,  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.;  S.S.Guy,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  J.  A.  Herron,  Pitts- 
burgh.  Pa. ;  W.  T.  Helmuth,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  T.  Hewitt,  Alleghany 
City,  Pa.  ;  H.  H.  Hoffman,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  Bushrod  W.  James, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  E.  M.  Kellogg,  New  York  City  ,  E.  J.  McClatehey, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  F.  R.  MoManus,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Alpheus  Morrill, 
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Gonoord,  N.  H. ;  Henry  B.  Paine,  New  York ;  Horace  M.  Paine, 
Albany,  N.  Y.;  James  A.  Payne,  Boston,  Mass.;  J.  R.  Piper,  Wash*- 
ington,  D.  C. ;  J.  H.  Pulte,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  J.  S.  Rankin,  Pitts- 
burgh,  Pa.;  Horatio  Robinson,  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  R.  B.  Rush,  Salem, 
Ohio ;  Henry  M.  Smith,  New  York  ;  I.  T.  Talbot,  Boston,  Mass. ;  M. 
Y.  Turrill,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Frederic  Taudte,  Birmingham,  Pa.; 
Tullio  S  Verdi,  Washington,  D.  C;  M.  W.  Wallace,  Alleghany  City, 
Pa.;  C.  Wesselhoeft,  Dorchester,  Mass.;  E.  C.  Witherell,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  J.  B.  Wood,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

An  election*for  officers  at  the  Institute  was  then  entered  into,  and 
resulted  as  follows : 

President — Dr.  J.  S.  Douglas,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Vice  President — Dr.  S.  R.- Jeckwith,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

General  Secretary — Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston. 

Provisional  Secretary — Dr.  H.  B,  Clarke,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Treasurer ^J)v,  E.  M.  Kellogg,  of  New  York  City. 

Board  of  Censors— Drs.  J.  P.  Dake,  of  Salem,  Ohio ;  H.  M.  Paine, 
of  Albany,  N.  Y. ;    H.  M.  Smith,  of  New  York  City  ;    M.  Cote,  of  ^ 
Pittsburgh,  and  J.  B.  Wood,  of  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Auditing  Committee — Drs.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ; 
George  E.  Belcher,  of  New  York  City  ;  N.  F.  Cooke,  of  Chicago,  111. ; 
David  Cowley,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  T.  S.  Verdi,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beakley,  **  the  thanks  of  the  Institute  were 
given  to  the  retiring  officers  for  their  efficient  services  during  the 
past  year." 

The  President  was  then  installed  into  office,  and  made  a  suitable 
acknowledgment.     The  Institute  adjourned  until  three  o'clock. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  Institute  re-assembled  at  three  o'clock,  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably  upon  the  application  of 
the  following  gentlemen  for  membership  of  the  Institute : 

T.  F.  Allen,  New  York  City.  Henry  Sheffield,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

William  J.  Bauer,  N.  Y.  City.  S.  A.  Robinson,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

H.  F.  Biggar,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  J.  Sidney  Mitchell,  Chicago,  III. 

C.  W.  Boyce,  Auburn,  N.  Y  N.  Schneider,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

William  H.  Cook,  Carlisle,  Pa.  C.  H.  Cogswell,  Moline,  111. 

F.  Cooper,  Alleghany  City,  Pa.  John  Hartman,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

B.  F.  Dake,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  G.  E.  Chandler,  Wauseon,  Ohio. 

Geo.  S.  Foster,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  W.  H.  H.  Neville,  Philadelphia. 

W.  G.  Graham.  Ravenna,  Ohio.  M.  Friese  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

Wm.  Hornitz,  New  York  City.  John  E  James,  Philadelphia. 

A.  E.  Keyes,  Ravenna,  Ohio.  Edwin  A.  Lodge,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Charles  H,  Lee,  Etna,  Pa.  G.  Cation  Duncan  Chicago.  111. 

J.  H.  Mar&den,   York  Sulphur  H.  M.  Logee,  Linesville,  Pa. 

Springs,  Pa.  J.  R.  Earheart,  Philadelphia. 

R.  C.  McClelland  Glade  Mills,  Pa.  Geo.  W.  Billings,  Brooklyn. 

Robert  McMurray,  N.  Y.  City.  John  C.  Richards,  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

J.  J.  Mitchell,  New  York  City.  J.E.  Barnaby,  Alleghany  City,  Pa. 
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GwNa  Preston,  Cbester,  Fa.  Harooe  Homer,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

H.  RoWnBon,  Jr.  Auburn,  N.  Y.     B.  Fanlkner,  Brie,  Pa. 
L.  H.  RouBseaa,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.     J.  Stewart,  Sharpsburg,  Pa. 
H.  0.  Smedley  West  Chester,  Pa.     W.  C.  Borland,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Daniel  D.  Smith,  N.  Y.  City.  ShadrachO.  Morrill,  Concord,  N.H. 

J.  MoK.  Wetmore,  N.  Y.  City.       T.  G.  Oomstock,  St.  Louis,  MO. 
Giro  8.  Verdi,  Georgetown,  D.  C.     Mai  Werder,  Johnetowa,  Pa. 
J.  F.  Cooper,  Alleghany  City,  Fa.    E.  W.  Townsend,  Greenbush,  Fa. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion,  the  gentlemen  named 
were  elected  members  of  the  Institute. 

The  application  for  membership  of  Mrs.  Mercy  B.  Jaokson,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  was  Inid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  John  Tifft,  of  Norwalk,  Ohio,  was  exoused  from  memberBhip, 
at  his  own  request. 

A  statement  of  expenses  incurred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Insti- 
tute for  the  past  year  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee. 

REFORTS  op  nuuEAoa. 

Materia  Medica. — The  only  report  of  this  Bureau  was  a  letter 
from  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Chicago,  announcing  that,  owing  to  the  pres- 
sure of  business,  he  had  been  unable  to  prepare  a  report. 

Clinical  Medicine  and  Zymoses. — A  partial  report  was  offered  by 
the  Chairman,  Dr.  H,  D.  Payne,  of  Now  York,    which  was  accepted. 

Swrgery.— The  Chairman,  Dr.  William  T.  Ilelmuth,  desired  to 
have  the  reading  of  his  report  postponed  until  the  nest  day.  The 
request  waR  granted. 

JTom(Eopathic  Organization,  Registration  and  Statistics. — Dr.  I. 
T.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  ChBirmao  of  the  Bureau,  presented  a  report, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  future  consid- 
eration. 

HEOICAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 

Dr.  Cate,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  communicated  a  paper  on  Lachesis,  in 
a  certain  form  of  uterine  inflammation,  which  was  roceived,  and  placed 
on  file. 

Dr.  J,  P.  Dake,  of  Salem,  Ohio,  read  cases  reported  by  W.  J, 
Blakely,  of  Benzinger,  Elk  County,  Fo.,  treated  by  Mercurius  proto- 
iodatus.  The  paper  was  accepted.  Dr.  Fulte,  of  Cinuinnati,  made  some 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  use  of  this  medicine  in  cases  of  diphtheria 
attended  by  debility. 

The  President  stated  that  he  had  used  the  deutoiodide  of  Mer- 
cury locally  in  cases  of  goitre.  It  was  used  successfully,  in  the  form 
of  ointment,  in  the  first  decimal  trituration.  Dr.  Helmuth,  of  St. 
Louis,  spoke  on  the  same  subject.  He  said  that  he  had  used  the  deu- 
to-iodide  of  Mercury  in  cases  of  goitre,  and'  he  thought  it  a  very  val- 
uable remedy.  In  the  East  Indies,  where  goitres  attain  an  immense 
size,  cures  are  performed  by.  the  application  of  this  medicine  to  the 
tumor  in  the  form  of  ointment,  prepared  one  drachm  to  one  ounce  of 
lard.  He  has  used  the  same  ointment,  still  more  reduced  and  in 
small  quantity,  with  great  benefit. 
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Dr.  Beebe,  of  Chicago,  spoke  of  treating  goitre  successfully  with 
the  thirtieth  attenuation  of  Iodine  internally,  in  some  cases  relieving 
when  tne  crude  form  of  Iodine  had  failed. 

Dr.  S.  B.  Beckwith,  from  the  Auditing  Committee,  reported  that 
the  annual  expenses  of  the  Institute  exceeded  its  receipts,  and  recom- 
mended an  increase  of  initiation  and  annual  fee.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  consideration  of  the  suggestion,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Bureau  of  Organization,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  8  f.  m. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Institute  assembled  at  8  o'clock.  There  was  also  an  addi- 
tional attendance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  President,*on  calling  the  Institute  to  order,  introduced  Prof. 
William  Tod  Helmuth,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  who  delivered  the  Annual 
Address. 

The  general  subject  of  the  lecture  was  Homoeopathy,  and  the^ 
doctor  announced  at  the  outset  that  he  would  endeavor,  as  much  as- 
possible,  to  strip  the  subject  of  the  unintelligible  technicalities  and 
dry  details  of  a  professional  address.  He  divided  his  lecture  into  tiie 
consideration  of  the  points,  "  The  proofs  that  Homoeopathy  is  true," 
"  Is  Homoeopathy  a  humbug  ?"  **  The  increase  of  belief  in  Homoeo^ 
pathic  principles/'  and  "  The  changes  that  have  been  and  are  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  aid  of  Homoeopathy.''  Each  of  these  pqints  wa» 
considered  with  skill  and  acumen,  and  strengthened  by  instances  and 
alllusions,  facts  and  figures,  that  must  have  gone  far  towards  convinc- 
ing whoever  among  the  audience  may  have  been  sceptical  as  to  the 
soundness  of  the  principles  held  by  the  homoeopathic  school  of  medi- 
cine. The  lecture  was  listened  to  throughout  with  attention  and 
interest,  and  was  several  times  interrupted  by  hearty  applause. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Smith,  of  New  York,  the  thanks  of  the 
Institute  was  tendeied  to  William  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  for  his  able 
and  valuable  address,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  requested  for  publication. 

Adjourned  to  Wednesday,  9  o'clock,  a.  m, 

THE   BANQUET. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Institute  repaired  to  City  Hall, 
and  partook  of  a  splendid  banquet,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  the  county.  About  three  hundred 
ladies  and  gentlemen  were  present  as  invited  guests  of  the  Society. 
Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  Dr,  M.  Cote,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  called  the  meeting  to  order,  when  the  following 
regular  toasts  were  read  : 

1.  To  the  Memory  of  Hahnemann.     In  silence,  standing. 

2.  The  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  Besponded  to  by 
Dr.  McManus  of  Baltimore. 

3.  The  Ladies.     Responded  to  by  Dr.  Talbot,  of  Boston. 

4.  Our  Sister  Societies.     Eesponse  by  Dr.  Cooke,  of  Chicago. 

6.  Our  Colleges, — equal  to  any.  Response  by  Dr.  8.  RrBeok- 
with,  of  Cleveland. 
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6.  Oar  Journals.    Besponded  to  bj  Dr.  Frost,  of  Fbiladelpliia. 

7.  Oar  Hospitals.  Responded  to  bj  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  of  Suem, 
Obio. 

7.  The  Efficacy  of  Homoeopathic  meilioinea.  Reaponded  to  by 
Dr.  Helmuth,  of  St.  Louis. 

9.  Our  Southern  Brethren.  Response  by  Dr.  Verdi,  of  Waab- 
ington,  D.  C. 

A  number  of  Volunteer  toasts  were  then  read,  and  re.sponded  to. 
The    proceedings  were  of  an  exceedingly  interesting   character,  the 
Society  may  well  be  proud  of  the  Buoeeas  of  their  entertainment. 
Second  Day. — Mornlnc;  Session. 

Thursday  June  8. — The  Institute  aasembled  at  9  o'clock,  at  Ma- 
sonic Ilall,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  minutes  of  Wednesday  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Talbot,  it  was  voted  that  the  Bureau  of  Clinical 
Medicine  be  instructed  to  prepare  for  general  circulation,  a  concise 
circular,  with  directions,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  cholera,  and 
that  the  Oeneral  Secretary  he  directed  to  furnish  twenty  copies  to 
i»ach  member  of  the  Institute. 

Tho  Institute  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  consideration  of  various  auhjeots  referred  to  it. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Kellogg,  of  New  York,  was  elected  chairman. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Organization  was  called  up. 

Dr.  McManua,  of  Baltimore,  said,  if  he  understood  the  proposition, 
"it  was  now  proposed  to  ao  alter  the  character  of  the  Institute  that  old 
members  could  have  no  voice  in  its  proceedings.  For  his  part  he  ob- 
jected to  any  change,  as  he  did  not  see  the  neoeaaity  for  it. 

Dr.  Talbot  explained  that  the  proposition  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Organization  was  not  designed  to  change  the  present  character  of 
the  Institute  or  to  take  away  tlie  rights  of  old  mcnihers,  hut  to  so 
alter  the  constitution  that  societies  may  send  delegates  to  represent 
them  ;  so  that  the  Institute  shall  have  at  its  aessions,  aaide  from  ii  " 


Tidaal  members,  representatives  from  every  homteopathio  society,  aa- 
Booiation,  and  institution  in  the  country.  This  plan,  if  carried  out, 
would  unite  all  the  various  associations  in  one  central  body  to  act  to- 
gether on  all  questions  of  national  interest. 

At  the  request  of  the  Institute,  the  Secretary  then  read  the  entire 
report  of  the  Bureau  on  Organisation. 

The  first  recommendation  was  that  the  Bureau  on  Statistics  prepare 
and  publish  a  triennial  oataWue,  containing  the  constitution,  by-laws, 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Institute,  a  full  list  of  its  members,  past 
and  present,  together  with  a  list  of  the  hemceopathic  practitioners  of 
America ;  and  statistics  of  the  various  soeiettes  and  institutions  con- 
nected with  homceopathy. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  members,  it  was 
voted,  that  the  Bureau  be  instructed  to  prepare  such  a  list,  and  report 
ftt  the  nest  meeting  of  the  Institute. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  explained  to  tho  Institute,  that  Dr.  John  B.  Hall 
had  a  Directory  prepared,  which  would  be  shortly  published.    Hs 


•desired  the  assiatanoe  of  tliQ  members  of  tli6  Institnte  iq  everr  wty 
])Ossible.  ■ 

The  fiflcoud  subject  of  the  report  was  summed  up  ia  the  fbllDwing 

reaolulions  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Institnte  of  HomraopBthT  invHies  all 
fiodies  of  homtBopathio  physioians  to  send  delegates  to  Itil  meetinga ; 
-and,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  would  reoommend  the  followiqg  prti- 
portion. 

First,  From  every  Assooiation  composed  of  more  tiiAn  fifty 'ibeiti' 
fcers,  from  different  States,  two  delegates.  ■      T 

Secood,  From  every  State  society,  two  delegates;  ftddiUotial,  ^r 
«Tery  tneoty  members,  one  delegate. 

Third,  From  every  county  or  local  society,  one  ttele^te. 

Fourth,  From  every  college,  hospital,  or  dispensary  actually  estab- 
lished, each  one  delegaie. 

Fifth,  For  every  medical  journal  published,  one  delegate. 

Br.  Guy,  of  Brooklyn,  presented  the  following  amendment,  vfaich 
was  accepted.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  these  delegates  to  present  to 
ibis  Institute,  through  its  proper  bureaus,  a  clear  synopsis  of  the  do- 
ings of  their  respective  associations  or  societies. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  following  reaoiution  was  passed  ; — 

Resolved,  That  membe;s  who  are  three  years  in  arrears,  and  who 
do  not  pay  within  one  yoar  after  being  so  notified  by  the  Treasurer, 
shall  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  meuiherahip,  and  their  names 
shall  be  stricken  from  the  list. 

The  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  was  tbeu  considered. 

Dr.  Talbot  offered  the  following  resolution  aa  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  Auditing  Committee  ; — 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Institute  be  required  to  pay  the 
annual  sum  of  three  dollars  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Institute. 

After  considerable  diacuBsion,  the  reaolatioD  was  adopted.     -  .    ' 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  arose,  and  th»  lasntnte  ntimiid 
tts  session.     Dr.  Beckwith,  Vioe-President,  in  the  ohai^.^  '  i 

The  Secretary  read  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  and  Hie  tb- 
solutions  reported  by  them  were,  on  motion  of  Dr.  H.  D.  FunSi  bf 
New  York,  adopted.  ■    ■  ■  '  .-■'•f 

STATISTICAL    REPOKTS. 

Reports  from  the  following  auxiliary  and  correspondlti j  bodies  Tare 
then  presented  and  read ; —  '       '    '         '     , 

STATE    SOCIBTIBS.  _  ,  ,■."',. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  Western  Institute  of  HomoeopaUiy. , 
Dr.  A.  Morrill,  the  New-Hampshire  Society, 
Dr.  S  M.  Gate,  tlia  Massachusetts  Society. 

Dr.'  H.  M.  Paine,  the  New-Tork  Society.  ,  ,    " 

Dr.  B.  W.  James,  the  Pennsylvania  Society. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Beckwith.  the  Ohio  Society.  \_^ ' 

Dr.  G.  D.  Beebe,  the  Illinois  Society.  "        ■  -^ 
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CODNTX   OR   LOO^L   SOCIETIES. 

j)r.  I.  T.  Talbot,  the  Boston  Aoademj  of  Homccopathic^Medicine. 
Dr^  H,  M.  Smith,  the  New-York  County  Societ'?. 
Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  Albany-County  Society,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  H.  Ilobinson,  Cayuga- County  Society,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  8.  a.  Gny.  KiDgs-County  (N.  Y.)  Society. 
J)t.  R.  J.  MoClatchcy,  the  Fhiladelpfaia-Gouoty  Society. 
Di'.  J.  E.  Marsden,  Honxeopathic  Medical  Societ;y  of  the  Cumbec- 
laud  Valley,  Pa. 
Dr.  1).  Cowley,  Allegbeny-Coanty  Medical  Society,  Pa. 
Dr.  D.  H.  Backwith,  tlje  Cuyahoga  Medical  Society.  Ohio. 
Dr.  N.  H.  Cooke,  the  Chicago-County  Medical  Society. 
Dr.  Jobn  Hartmann,  the  St.  Loois  Society. 

COLLEGES. 

Dr.  J.  Beakl^,  Now- York  Homoeopathic  College. 

Dr.  J.  H.  P.  F^ost,  Horn.  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  N.  F.  Oooke,  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Beokwith,  Cleveland  Medieal  College. 

Dr.  Wiriiam  T.  Helmutb,  St.  Louis  Medical  College. 

HOSPITALS    AMD    UlSPGNSAItlBS. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Burgber,  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital  of  Pittsburgh. 

Dr.  William  T.  Helmuth,  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  Homceopatbic  Medical  Dispensary,  Boston. 

Dr.  H  M.  Smith,  Central  New-York  Homeopathic  Dispensary. 

Dr.  8.  S.  Gay,  Homteopatbio  Dispensary  of  Brooklyn. 

Dr.  B.  W,  James,  the  Homwopathio  Infirmary  of  Pliiladelphia. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Dake,  Dispensary  in  Pittaburgb. 

Dr.  Eeckwith.  ibe  Cleveland  Dispensary. 

Dr.  Helmuth,  St.  Louis  Mcdic-ul  Dispensary. 

Dr.  Helmutb,  Freedmen's  Colored  Orphans  Home. 

MEDICAL  JOURNALS. 

Dr.  Smith,  the  American.  Horn teopathic  Review. 

Dr.  Talbot,  New-England  Medical  Gazette. 

Dr.  Beebe,  United -States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.  Helmuth.  Western  Homtepathic  Observer. 

Dr.  Frost,  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly. 

Dr.  Lodge.  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

Notices  were  also  received  from  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Hnbnemannian  Insurance  Company,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  from  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Company,  at  Al- 
bany ;  having  for  their  object  the  insurance  of  homoeopathic  patrons 
at  a  reduced  premium. 

The  following  resolntion  was  offered  by  Dr.  Bcebe,  and,  after  som4 
diacnssion.  adopted : — 

Resolved.  That,  while  we  approve  the  establishment  of  Life  Insur- 
ance Companies  which  make  a  distinction  in  favor  of  the  patrons  of 
homoeopathy,  and  while  we  desire  to  encourage  such  organ iiations, 
navertheless,  with  a  view  to  impartiality,  we  hereby  forbid  the  use  of 


the  name  of  tho  American  Institute  of  Homteopathy  in  any  manner 
calculated  to  advertise  or  promotu  the  interests  of  one  auoli  eompany 
in  preference  to  anotber. 

The  Convention  tben  adjourned  until  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


iESSION. 

The  Convention  met  at  three  o'eloek,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
Vice-President  Dr.  S.  K.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland. 

The  reports  which  bad  been  conaidered  during  the  morning  session 
nere  ordered  to  be  filed, 

REPORT  OF  THE  BUREAU  07  SUROEBT, 

Dr.  W.  T,  Helmntb,  of  St  lionis,  read  a  report  in  whiob  the  differ- 
ent improvements  introdnoed  into  Sargery  ainoa  the  last  aession  of 
the  Institute  were  fully  diseufised. 

Dr.  J.  Beakley,  of  New  York,  promised  to  fbrnishcd  the  Secretary 
a  report  on  Snrgery. 

Dr.  S.  R.  Beokwith,  of  Cloveland,  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Ovarian 
Tumors."  On  motion,  the  several  reports  of  the  Bureau  on  Surgery 
were  accepted. 

Dr.  B.  W.  James,  of  Pbilndelphia,  presented  a  paper  on  "  Aural 
Surgery,"  which  was  acceptod. 

Dr,  J.  H.  Pulte,  of  Cincinnati,  presented  a  report  on  "  The  Spec- 
troscope, and  the  law  '  Similia  similibus  curantnr.'  "     Accepted. 

Dr.  Henry  Turner,  of  London,  by  invitation,  addreaaed  the  Conven- 
tion. He  stated  that  the  system  of  bomceopathy  in  England  was 
meeting  with  the  most  determined  opposition  from  the  allopathic  prac- 
titioners, who  have  control  of  the  Medical  Colleges  and  Schools,  and 
bias  the  minds  of  students  against  the  homoeopathic  system.  An 
English  Directory  bad  just  been  published,  and  an  effort  was  being 
made  to  add  to  it  an  American  Directory. 

He  said  the  number  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  in  London  was 
nine ty- three  ;  and  in  England,  two  hundred  and  seventy-sis.  There 
are  several  associations  which  hold  frequent  and  profitable  meetings. 
There  are  hospitals  in  several  of  the  large  towns,  and  dispensaries  in 
most  places  of  considerable  size.  There  are  four  or  five  journals, 
which  are  well  sustained. 

Dr.  Thomas  Hewitt,  of  Allegheny  City,  read  an  essay,  entitled, 
"  What  is  the  Cause  of  Collapse  in  Cholera,"  which  was  accepted. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany,  presented  a  paper  on  cholera,  which 
was  accepted. 

Dr,  B.  W.  James  offered  a  resolution  recommending  that  each 
member  of  the  medical  pTofesston  should  keep  a  statistical  record  of 
all  oases  of  Astatic  Cholera  treated  by  himself,  in  case  that  disease 
should  visit  our  conntry,  together  with  the  result  of  the  treatment, 
and  report  thci  same  for  publication,  which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Smith  offered  a  re.''o[ution  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  International  Homtcopatbic  Congress,  to  be 
held  in  Paris  In  1867.     Adopted. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi  proposed  that  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  an  address  to  the  homteopathie  physicians  IB 


European  countries,  uring  upon  them  the  necessity  of  organizing- 
national  societieH.  Adopted;  and  the  General  Secretary  was  appointed 
to  prepare  the  addreaa,  and  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  the  vari- 


Dr  S.  S.  Guy  presented  a  resolution  returning  the  thanks  of  the 
Institute  to  the  Homojopathie  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany  County 
for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  had  entertained  the  delegates- 
during  their  sojourn  in  Pittsburgh. 

Also  to  the  newspapers  of  Pittsburgh,  for  so  faithfully  reporting- 
the  proceedings  of  this  session  of  the  Institute.  Unanimously 
Adopted. 

Dr.  J&mes  A.  Herriok,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  thfr 
.  £[om<Bopathio  Dispensary,  on  Fonrth  Btreet,  extended  an  invitataon 
to  the  members  of  the  Institute  to  visit  that  institution  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  invitation  was  accepted  and  a  vote  of" 
thanks  tendered. 

The  President  then  announced  the  following  appointments  for  the 
ensuing  year  ■ 

Bureau  of  Malei-ia  Medica. — Conrad  Wesselhccft,  M.  D.,  of  Dor- 
chester .Mass.;  Walter  Williamson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;. 
William  E.  Payne.  M.  D.,  of  Bath,  Me, ;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  of  Chi- 
cago, III. ;  H.  L.  Chase,  M.  D..  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Bureau  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Zymoses. — H.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,. 
of  New  York  City;  D.  H.  Beckwiih,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  R. 
Ludlam,  M.  D  ,  of  Ohieago,  111.;  E.  C.  Witherill,  M.  D.,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  S.  M.  Gate,  M.  D.,  of  Salem,  Mass. 

Bureau  of  Surgery.— 3.  Beakley,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City ; 
William  T.  Helmnth,  M,  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo,;  G.  D.  B^ehe,  M.  D., 
of  Chicago,  III.;  S.  E.  Beokwith,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  George 
F.  Foote,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bureau  of  Organization,  Registration,  and  Statistics. — H.  M. 
Smith,  H.  D.,  of  New  York  City  ;  H.  H.  Paine,  M.  D.,  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.;  E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit,  Mich. ;  B.  W.  James,  M.  D., 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  T.  G.  Comstock,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Commitleeoj  Arrangements. — E.  G.  Beli-lier.  M.  D.,  H.  M.  Smith, 
M.  D.,  H.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,  J.  Beakley,  M.  D.,  E.  M.  Kellogg.  M.  D., 
of  New  York  City. 

Orator  for  1867,  N.  F.  Cooke,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago,  HI.;  alternate,. 
H.  E.  Clark,  M.  D.,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  it  was  voted,  that  a  committee  of 
fire  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  complete  code  of  Medical  Ethics,  and 
to  report  at  the  nest  session  of  the  American  Institute. 

The  President  appointed  for  this  committee,  Carroll  Dunham,  M. 
D.,  of  New  York  City  ;  Walter  Williamson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  City  ;  A.  S.  Ball,  M.  D.,  of 
New  York  City  ;  G.  W.  Barne.s,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  B.  Beckwith,  the  following  amendment  to 
Article  X.  of  the  by-lawa  was  adopted: 

Sec.  3. — There  shall  be  a  Bureau  of  Obstetrics,  which  shall  col- 
.  ,leot  iacts  apd  observations  on  subjects  pertaining  to  that  a< 
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The  President  appointed  upon  thia  Bureftu,  H.  H.  Guernsey,  M. 
D„  of  PhiladelpUJa,  Pu. ;  J,  C.  Snodera,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  ; 
S.  R.  Kirbj,  M.  D..  of  New  York  City  ;  E.  A.  Guilbert,  M.  D.,  of 
Dubuque,  Iowa  ;  J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.  D.,  of  East  Boston,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  M.  Smith,  the  Secretaries  and  Treasurer 
were  appointed  tiie  Committee  on  Publication  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Dulic,  tlie  Institute  adjourned  to  meet  in 
New  York  City  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June    1867. 

I.  T.  TALBOT,  General  Secretary. 


XaCBiaAK  HOUlBOPATaiO  IHB3TFUTS. 

Beventh  *TtTniii.l  BCMtin^. 

HORNINQ    SESSION. 

The  seTenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Miohigan  Homcsopathio  Insti* 
tilte  was  held  at  Detroit,  June  ISth  1866,  in  the  basement  of  the 
Christian  Church,  corner  of  Jefferson  avenue  and  Beaubien  street. 

In  the  absence  of  tho  President,  Prof.  C.  J.  Hempel,  of  Grand 
Bapids,  was  called  to  the  chair. 

The  Divine  blessing  was  invoked  by  Elder  A.  I.  Hobbf  in  fervent 
prayer. 

The  Secretary  then  called  the  roll,  and  the  following  members  re- 
sponded when  their  names  were  called  :  Dr.  L.  M.  Jones,  of  Brook- 
lyn ;  Dr.  F.  X.  Spranger,  Detroit ;  Dr.  A.  B.  Spinney.  East  ■Saginaw; 
Dr.  Wm.  J.  Calvert,  Chelsea ;  Dr.  J.  It.  Hyde,  Eaton  Rapids  ;  Dr. 
F.  Woodruff,  Ann  Arbor ;  Dr.  I.  N.  Kldridge,  Flint ;  Dr.  James  D. 
Craig,  Niles ;  Dr.  A.  Walker,  Pontiac  ;  Dr.  J.  A.  Albertson,  Detroit ; 
Dr.  E.  H.  Drake,  Detroit;  Dr.  C.J.  Hempel,  Grand  Kapida  ;  Dr. 
Edwin  A.  Jjodge,  Detroit;  Dr.  E.  L.  Roberta,  Detroit;  Dr.  C.  J. 
Jefferies,  Doxter ;  Dr,  L.  Younghn&band,  Mt,  Clemens;  Dr.  J.  V. 
Spencer,  Battle  Creek;  Dr,  Benj.  F,  Pennock,  Fentonville. 

On  motion,  the  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  merabersbin  ; 
Charles  Hastings,  M.  D„  George  E,  Swan,  M.  D„  B.  P.  Bailey,  M.  D. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  meeting  was,  on  motion,  dispens- 
ed with, 

Dr,  Lodge,  of  Committee  on  Publication,  made  a  verbal  report, 
which  was  accepted. 

Dr,  E.  H,  Drake,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Sigh  Dilutions,  made 
an  interesting  report,  whioh  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Dr,  L.  M.  Jones  made  a  report  on  Indigenous  remedies,  which  ifas 
accepted. 

Dr,  E.  H.  Drake  remarked  that  the  use  of  Cactus  ^andiflorus  from 
first  to  third,  in  cases  where  it  seemed  to  be  directly  indtasted  accord- 
ing to  the  provings,  had  not  been  of  the  advantage  he  expected.  After 
failure  with  cactus,  Kalmia  lati/olia  produced  a  cure  in  a  ease  of  pal- 
pitation of  the  heart. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Spinney  said  that  bis  experience  coincided  with  that  of 
Dr.  Drake, 
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Dr,  James  D,  Oraig  found  that  tbe  use  of  first  decimal  dilution  of 
Cactus  in  acute  pleuritis  resulted  in  marked  benefit  to  the  patient ;  one 
case  was  cured  in  four  days.     No  other  remedy  was  used. 

Dr.  P.  H,  Hale  presented  a  proving  of  Asclepias  tuberosa,  which 
was  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication, 

Dr.  James  D,  Craig  referred  to  the  following  symptoms  of  Hydras- 
tis canadensis — weakness  and  loss  of  muscular  power  of  both  arms, 
tingling  in  left  arm,  and  loss  of  sensation, 

Dr.  C.  J.  Hempel,  of  Committee  on  Dose,  remarked  that  his  report 
on  the  subject  was  not  complete,  and  asked  that  the  committee  be 
continued,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Craig  read  a  report  on  the  subject  of  Dose,  which  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  A.  Walker,  of  Pontiac,  made  a  verbal  report  on  Obstetrics. 

Dr,  W.  J,  Calvert,  of  Committee  on  Medical  Electricity,  read  a 
report  which  was  accepted  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  F.  X.  Spranger  enquired  the  kind  of  instrument  used  by  Dr. 
Calvert. 

Dr.  C.  replied  that  he  used  Palmer's  Electro-voltaic  battery.  He 
considered  the  smaller  the  quantity  given  the  better  for  the  patient. 
Palmer's  battery  can  be  used  to  avoid  the  pain  on  extraction  of  teeth, 
the  positive  pole  to  the  ganglion,  and  the  current  made  from  that  to 
the  tooth  through  the  forceps. 

Dr.  Walker  found  the  use  of  electricity  advantageous  in  opthalmia. 
Common  remedies  failed  in  a  case  of  tumor.  He  then  applied  elec- 
tricity, the  negative  pole  to  the  foot  and  positive  to  tumor.  It  was  dis- 
cussed in  a  few  days  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  himself  and  patient. 

Dr.  F.  Woodruff  said  that  he  succeeded  with  high  dilutions  in  dis- 
posing of  both  inflammations  and  tumors  without  resort  to  electricity. 

Dr.  F.  X,  Spranger  considered  that  the  to  and  fro  current  of  the 
ordinary  batteries  was  highly  prejudicial  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

Dr.  Long  presented  a  report  on  Physiology  and  Homoeopathy, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablica- 
tion,  , 

On  motion  the  Institute  adjourned  until  2:30  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

L,  Younghusband,  M,  D.,  of  Mt.  Clemens ;  J.  V.  Spencer,  M.  D„ 
of  Battle  Creek;  and  S.  J.  Fulton,  M,  D.,  of  Tecumseh ;  were 
admitted  to  membership. 

Dr.  Benj.  F.  Pennock,  of  Fentonville  ;  and  Dr.  H.  T,  Walker,  of 
Detroit ;  were  also  admitted  on  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, 

Application  of  W,  Zaremba,  M.  D.,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
with  power. 

The  following  was  offered  by  Dr.  Drake  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  Since  the  last  meeting  of  this  Institute  A.  W.  Walker,  M  D  ,  one  of 
its  members,  has  departed  this  life  after  a  short  but  severe  attack  of  fever ;  there- 
fore 

Resolvedf  That  this  Institute  has  lost  in  Dr.  A.  W.  Walker  one  of  its  most 
promising  members. 


k 
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ReHhedj  That  we  heartily  tender  to  his  father  and  friends  our  sympathjr  and 
sincere  regret,  that  his  period  of  usefulness  among  them  and  us  was  so  brief. 

The  following  proposed  by  Dr.  Lodge  was  adopted  without  dissent* 

Where^Sf  The  Regents  of  the  State  University  neglect  and  refuse  to  appoint  at 
least  one  Professor  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  University  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law ;  therefore 

Regolvedy  That  Drs.  E.  H.  Drake,  J.  A.  Albertson,  E.  A.  Lodge  and  A.  Walker, 
be  instructed  to  procure  the  services  of  counsel  and  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

RcMotvedy  That  they  be  authorized  to  pay  such  counsel  out  of  the  treasury  such 
sums  as  they  may  deem  right,  and  if  the  funds  on  hand  are  not  sufficient,  that 
they  make  a  uniform  assessment  on  the  members  for  the  amount  required. 

Dr,  F.  X.'Spranger  made  a  report  on  Variola,  which  was  accepted 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Drake  said  that  he  had  used  the  Sarraccnia  with  success  in 
several  cases  of  small  pox. 

Dr.  A.  B,  Spinney  relied  upon  Cimicifuga  tincture,  and  believed 
that  it  was  a  valuable  prophylactic.  In  severe  forms  of  the  disease 
the  eruption  declines*quickly  under  its  use.  Oelseminum  should  be 
given  to  arrest  the  fever. 

Dr.  Albertson  said  that  after  testing  tartar  emetic  and  other  drugs 
he  bad  come  to  settle  down  on  gelseminum  and  cimicifuga  as  the  most 
reliable  remedies  in  Variola. 

At  8  P.  M.  Prof.  C,  J.  Hempel  delivered  the  Annual  Address, 
wbich  was  received  with  marked  attention,  and  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Hastings  the  Institute  ordered  it  to  be  printed  as  a  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Prof.  E.  M.  Hale,  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Institute,  presented 
tbe  following  papers — "  Baptisia  in  fever,"  and  **  Biographical  notice 
of  Dr.  John  Mosher,  the  Pioneer  Homoeopathic  physician  of  Southern 
Michigan.*' 

Dr.  J.  A.  Albertson  presented  a  report  on  Fistula  in  Ano. 
Dr.  S.J.  Fulton  presented  a  report  on  a  case  of  cough,  with  unu- 
sual complications. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Western  Institute  was 
read  : 

Dr,  E.  A.  Lodge,  Sec' 7/  Michigan  Institute  of  Homaopathy  : 

Dear  Sir  : — At  the  8d  annual  meeting  of  the  Western  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  tbe  following  Kesolution  was  unauimously  adopted : 

*' Resolved,  That  the  State  Societies  of  the  Western  States  are 
hereby  requested  to  hold  their  annual  meetings  previous  to  the  meet- 
ing of  this  Institute.*' 

With  much  respect,  I  am  yours  truly, 

E.  M.  HALE,  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Also,  from  the  Illinois  State  Homoeopathic  Association,  the  follow- 
ing: 

124  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  May  18,  1866. 

E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D„  Sec.  Michigan  Institute  of  HomoBopathy : 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Michigan 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  that  at  the   last  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
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IlllDois  State  Homceopathia  AesDoialiou  the  following  Kesolution  w&ft 
unaDimously  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  State  Societies  of  our  siBter  States  be,  and 
are  hereby  iDvited  by  the  AssociatioD,  to  send  each  a  delegate  annu- 
ally to  this  body,  nho  shall  be  instructed  to  contaibiite  to  the  progress 
of  medical  Bcienee  by  presenting  some  practical  paper  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Aaaociation." 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  Dr.  G,  W.  Foote.of  Gaiesburg,  111., 
is  our  accredited  Delegate  from  thia  Association  to  the  Institute  for 
1866,  Yours  Tery  truly, 

E.  M.  HALE,  Cor.  Sec.,  lU.  State  Horn.  Association. 

The  following  members  vere  tiien  appointed  as  Deleg&tes  of  the 
Society : 

To  the  Ameriian  In3lilttlt,ai  itt  2<)lh  Amtaal  Mettivg,  on  thejirtt  Wtdneiiay  of 
JitM,  1867,  ai  JVrto  York  Cily.—'Dr.  C.  J.  Hempel.Dr.  A.  Waiker,  Dr.B-A.  Lodge, 
Dt.  A.  0.  Bpinney. 

Ai  Delegata  to  the  Weilern  I-nititate  of  Homaopatliy.^-Dt.  J.  T>.  Crsig,  Dr.  F, 
X.  Spranjier,  Dr.  J.  A.  Alhertion,  Dr.  J.  'V.  Spencer. 

At  DeUgait  la  tie  IltinoU  State  HomtEopathic Attodatim.—'Dt.  J.  M.  LoDg 

The  Institute  proceeding  to  an  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  the  following  were  unanimously  elected  : 

PTendeni—ChaT\nt  J.  Hempel,  M.  D. 

VUe-Praident—A.  Walker,  M.  D. 

Secretary  and  Trciuurn-— Edwin  A.  L<»dge,  M.  D, 

Cetuori—E.  H.  Drake,  M.  D.,  Detroit;  Jamei  D.  Craig,  M.  D.,  Nilea ;  J.  A. 
Albertsun,  M.  i)  .  Detroit ;  I.  N.  EldrWge,  M.  D.  Flint ;  J.  R.  Hyde,  M.  D.  Eaton . 
Rapids. 

The  following  special  Committees  were  appointed  to  report  &l  the 
nest  annual  meeting  i 

On  BannraTy  Itemtcrihip—On.  a.  T.  R«nd,  A.  B.  apinney. 

On  PH/itieatian--DT.  E.  A.  Lodtie. 

Oi  High  Polmcri— Dre.  I.  N.  Eldriagp,  Orrin  Fowle,  T.  RamB^n  Huntington. 

On  Cain  CwBlwM  Oat  IIoncilu-Di^.A.  Bagley,  LevialBrlor,  P.  U.  Hs]e,  L.  U.  Ion«,lt. 
0.  Bum,  Jihn  Duy,  Orrin  Fowio,  T.  B.  Lninb, 

Oh  Prinaiga  Bflndigtnimi  Remtiiti—Tiif.  F.  X.  Spranger,  J.  R.  Hyde. 

On  DoH—Ott.  C.  J.llempel,  A.  Walker.  A.  }.  SavyBr,  F.  VoodruS,  H.  B.  Bsgley. 

On  litttrmittftiti—Tire.  A.  FamswoHli,  F.  X.  Spranger. 

On  Surgery  ~'Dn.^.  H.  Orake.  Smilh  Rdkedl  R.  T.  Hawley,  A.  Farnsvortli. 

On  Svphilt'—Vi'-  i-  A.  Albcrb-on.  C.  A.  SeKeriea.  A.  B,  Spinney. 

On  PatlUlogy—\>n.  C.  I[a8tiDe>,  A.  H.  Botefard,  Wm.  Hunlington,  A.  R.  Ball. 

On  Obilelria—Tyn.  S.  Vf.  Pattison.  C.  A.  JeSeriea,  I  B  Tultle. 

On  Outuu  qf  Womea—'Dn.  L.  Younghusband,  J.  N.  Spencer,  B.  1.  Fnlton. 

On  Ftynnlsfy— nni.  J.  D.  Oraig,  B.  Pei^llif,  B.  F.  Pennock. 

On  Aaalorna—Btt.  O.  A,  WiLlianiB.  Edirin  C.  Wilbur,  Wm.  /.  Calrart. 

On  Ciemittry—Dt.  Jos.  Rill,  E.  R.  Ellig,  S.  N.  Coona. 

On  Medical  Sltctricuy—Dra.  J.  M.  Lone,  John  E.  Smith,  E.  T.  Walker. 

On  DilegaUt  le  oiker  SorUliei-nis.  3.  A.  Alhertwn,  H.  B.  Bagler. 

On  HomaimilhU  Callrger  atid  Hamaapalhic  rrt/tttaralap  in  State  Unnertity—Da.  E,  E. 
Diske,  J.  A,  Albertton.  G.A.  Lo^gesndA.WnlkeT. 

Ob  OStluariM— Dra.  ChHB  HaslingF,  G.  E.  Swan,  E.  H,  Drake. 

On  Diteaeit  of  Byt  and  Ear— ])r.  £.  L.  Bobena. 

On  DitiaictBf  the  Teeth— Di.  Isaac  Oonglass. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered  by  Dr.  I,  N. 
Eldridge,  and  passed  : 

Whereat,  Falao  impulatiuns  are  (roqnontly  thrust  nijon  members  ot  this  I nstilnte,  dialing 

Whereat,  This  unjuot  and  libelous  ebargc  Mmes  in  eonscgucnco  of  piofesscd  Hommopathio 
Fhiaidans  ueine  frcECTiptionB  and  other  modes  of  treatmcntfaa  prsftised  by  Allopatbiita,  the 
tendenc^of  whicli  ia  to  bring  reproach  upon  tbe  cauee  ut  Homceopalh]' and  upon  memlien  of 

Reiohed,  That  tbe  meiDbeni  of  this  InaHlute  bereb^  one  and  all,  unqnallAedlf  oondemn  and 
padia(eau7  dvparturefromlhe  principle!  and  practise  of  pure  Homoopath;. 
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RiMiilftd,  That<r{!icUlnati9]iuitaiiuio«arhaU[e11oiriliip,pn)[9>iioiiaUj,  irilli  HnyvhoUii 
brin^  dittna  nnd  odinm  upon  our  ajEtem  of  pr&otiw' 

R/jntred^TbuiOnB  iDBtitule  rocn^Ues only  oaa  priaoipjfi  at  tbfiraf 
is  embtuoiid  in  the  law  of '^  tiinitin  simttibu*  curaalur"  aa  cnuncUj 
tbii  priocipla  «e,  sa  tbi?  mcsostativei  at  homsoiiathj  in  thii  BMte, 


7ni,  Thaithu  iQBtitiii*  rocogniMionly  one  ptinoiple  o[  IbflianBulios,  ind  thii  prlndple 
loed  in  the  law  of  "  timUia  ,immu,  curanlur,"  M  oBunciuod  by  Hshnf^mBon.    To- 


diBf^ract  And  odinm  upon  our  ajEtem  of  pr&otiw 

■iuod  by  H»h 
-bnicpd  there  Lb. 

On  motion,  the  thanka  o£  tha  Inatitute  were  giren  to  Prof.  Hem- 
pel  for  his  very  able  addresa. 

After  thanka  to  the  ph^aiclana  of  Detroit  for  their  hospitality,  the 
Institute  adjourned  to  meet  at  Jackson,  Michigan,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day of  June,  18G7.  Edwin  A,  Lodge,  Secretary, 


VnSSTSBJI    IHSIIIUTB    OF    HOWEOFATHT. 

The  third  annaal  meeting  of  the  Western  Institute  of  Homceo- 
pathy  was  held  al  Cleveland,  May  28d,  1866,  Dr.  A.  0.  Blair,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  ohair.  Owing  to  the  absenoe  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Helmuth,  the 
Secretary,  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tein. 

Rev.  Mr.  Starkey,  of  Trinity  Church,  then  opened  the  Institute 
by  prayer. 

The  Cliair  thon  introduced'  Dr.  S.  R.  Beekwith,  who  gave  ao 
address  of  welcome  on  the  part  of  the  physicians  of  the  city.  The 
address  was  replete  with  many  fine  thoughts  and  valuable  suggestions. 

The  Chair  announced  the  Board  of  Censors,  consisting  of  Drs.  S. 
K.  Bcokwith,  Smith  Rogers,  D.  A.  Colton  and  G.  W.  Bowen,  and 
requested  all  who  might  desire  to  become  members  of  the  Institute  to 
retire  with  the  Board  for  examination. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  credentials  of  the  following  gentle- 
men as  delegates;  Horatio  Ilobinaon,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  of  Auburn  N.  Y., 
from  the  New  York  State  Homeopathic  Society  ;  D.  Cowley,  M.  D., 
and  Tbos.  Hewitt.  M.  D..  of  Pittsburgli,  from  the  Homceopatbio  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Alleghany  Co.,  Pa. ;  H,  H.  Hoffman,  M.  D.,  from  the 
Homceopatbio  Dispensary  of  Pittsburgh  ;  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  of  Chi- 
cago,  and  L.  E.  Obor,  M.  D..  of  LaCroase,  Wis.,  from  the  Illinois 
State  Homoeopatbio  Society  ;  J  F.  Cooper,  M.  D.,  of  Pittsburgh, 
from  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  of  Pittsburgh. 

On  motion,  the  credentials  were  accepted,  and  the  delegates  invi- 
ted to  seats  in  the  Convention. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  the  following  named  gentlemen, 
and  on  motion,  they  were  duly  elected  members  : 

Drs.  L.  W.  Sapp.  Cleveland  ;  Geo,  E.  Shipman,  Chicago ;  H.  M. 
Logee,  LinoBville,  Pa. ;  S.  A,  Boynton.  Cleveland  ;  N.  B.  Wilson, 
Cleveland;  N.  Sobneider,  Cleveland  ;  W.  E.  Saunders.  Cleveland  ; 
Geo.  W.  Barnes,  Cleveland  ;  H.  B.  VanNorraan,  Ashtabula,  0.  ;  J. 
Rust,  Wellington,  0. ;  C.  C.  White,  Columbus,  0. ;  J.  D.  Buck,  San- 
dusky, O. ;  OrrinFowle.  Hillsdale,  Mich,;  D.  Cowley,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.;  R,  B.  Rush,  Salem,  O.  ;  J.  F.  Cooper,  Pittahnrgh,,Pa. ;  L.  B. 
Dye,  Nelson,  0. ;  H.  C.  Chase,  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa;  D.  H.  W. 
CarJey, 

On  motion.  Dr.  Smith  Eogers  was  appointed  Treasurer  pro  tern. 
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Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  enquired  the  boundaries  of  the  Western  Institute. 
Several  members  gave  various  explanations,  and  the  Chair  decided 
the  boundaries  included  all  the  States  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moan« 
tains,  but  this  did  not  exclude  any  who  lived  east  of  those  lines. 

The  names  of  Horatio  Eobinson,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
and  Mr.  G.  W.  Smith,  Pharmaceutist,  Cipcinnati,  were  proposed  as 
honorary  members.  After  some  discussion  the  matter  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  drug  proving  was  called,  and  Dr. 
T.  P.  Wilson  read  an  interesting  report  on  Collinsonia  canadensis, 
prepared  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Burt,  of  Lincoln,  111. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Publication. 

Dr.  S.  K.  Beckwith  presented  an  invitation  to  the  members  from 
the  Directors  of  the  Hahnemann  Life  Insurance  Company  to  partake 
of  a  collation  at  the  insurance  rooms  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Institute  then  adjourned  to 
meet  at  two  o'clock  p.  u. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Dr.  E.  Franklin,  Vice  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Report  of  committee  on  drug  proving  being  in  order.  Dr.  Burt's 
proving  of  Collinsonia  was  taken  up  and  discussed  by  Drs.  Hale, 
Allen  and  Shepherd. 

Prof.  H.  C.  Allen,  of  Brantford,  Canada  West,  presented  a  very 
remarkable  proving  of  JPermangana*e  of  Potash  made  upon  himself, 
taking  in  all  221  grains  during  ten  days.  [This  will  be  published 
complete  in  the  August  number  of  this  magazine.]  The  paper  was 
then  discussed  largely  by  Drs.  Hale,  Allen  and  Franklin,  and  the 
gentlemen  uniformly  agreed  that  this  was  likely,  both  from  clinical 
experience  and  the  provings  made,  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
remedies  for  the  cure  of  diphtheria. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  on  surgery,  then 
presented  an  exhaustive  article  upon  Carcinoma.  Dr.  Franklin 
remarked  that  his  article  constituted  a  part  of  a  forthcoming  work 
upon  surgery.  If  the  article  presented  is  a  fair  measure  of  the  rest 
of  the  forthcoming  work  the  medical  profession  will  receive  immense 
benefit  its  publication. 

Dr.  Beckwith,  who  took  exception  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
knife. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  the  names  of  Drs.  B.  C.  Cyriax, 
Cleveland ;  A.  W.  Wheeler,  Cleveland  ;  J.  M.  Johnson,  Cleveland  ; 
J.  Hooper,  Brooklyn,  0. ;  G.  H.  Blair,  Columbus,  0. ;  S.  A.  Robin- 
son, Conneaut,  0. ;  for  membership,  who  were  elected. 

At  five  o'clock  the  Institute  adjourned  to  the  rooms  of  the  Hahne- 
mann Life  Insurance  Co.,  where  they  were  introduced  by  Dr.  S.  R. 
IBeckwith  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Company.  His 
Honor,  Mayor  Chapin,  the  President,  gave  an  address  of  welcome. 
Prof.  C.  J.  Hempel  being  invited  to  reply,  made  a  very  clear  and 
forcible  statement  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  Insurance  Com- 
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pany  rested.  The  cause  of  the  companj  and  the  interests  of  the 
profession  were  one.  Let  the  indispatabie  fact  he  known  that  more 
patients  are  cured  and  far  less  people  die  under  the  henign  treatment 
of  our  school,  and  they  will  not  only  he  sure  to  employ  homoeopathic 
treatment,  hut  they  will  he  sure  to  insure  their  lives  with  a  company 
whose  rates  are  much  lower  than  those  of  any  competing  company 
not  hased  upon  this  truth.  Dr.  Hempel  pledged  the  gentlemen  pres- 
ent and  the  entire  profession  to  the  support  of  the  Hahnemann  Life 
Insurance. 

Mr.  Mills,  the  Secretary  then  invited  the  company  to  a  very  gen- 
erous repast  in  the  adjoining  room.  Toasts,  speeches  and  conviviality 
ruled  the  hour^  much  to  the  enjoymeut  of  every  one  present.  The 
meeting  finally  adjourned  to  meet  at  €rarrett*s  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Franklin  was  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  and  the 
committee  appointed  last  year  to  publish  a  quarterly  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  in  Chicago,  and  felt  assured  that  they  had  succeeded 
in  giving  to  the  profession  a  journal  equal  in  character  to  any  pub- 
lished in  this  or  any  other  country. 

The  committee  adopted  the  report,  and  on  motion,  the  publisher 
was  requested  to  continue  its  publication. 

Dr.  Geo.  E.  Shipman,  with  the  Corresponding  becretary,  was  made 
a  finance  committee  to  report  upon  the  finances  of  the  Institute  of  the 
last  year. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  presented  the  following  series  of  resolutions 
recommending  the  American  Institute  to  transform  itself  into  a  repre- 
sentative body,  or  to  become  a  sort  of  Medical  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Western 
Institute,  the  cause  of  homoeopathy  will  be  greatly  benefitted  by  a 
re-organization  of  the  American  Institute  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  an  American  delegated  body. 

Resolved^  That  we  consider  it  both  possible  and  proper  to  so 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  American  Institute  that  its  meetings 
shall  be  held  twice  in  two  years. 

After  a  lengthy  discussion  the  resolutions  were  passed. 

The  regular  order  of  business  being  taken  up.  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson 
presented  an  able  paper  on  the  Nature  of  Disease  and  Theory  of  Cure. 
He  proposed  to  apply  the  laws  of  conservation  and  correlation  of 
forces  to  the  theories  of  pathology  and  therapeutics  at  present  enter- 
tained, in  such  a  way  as  to  make  an  entire  revolution  of  them. 

Dr*  J.  P,  Dake  dissented  from  the  views  of  the  article. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  and  Dr.  Cyriaz  di£Fered  also  from  the  views  pre- 
sented. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  prs.  S.  R.  Beckwith,  Hale,  Dake, 
Helmuth  and  Ludlam,  as  delegates  to  the  American  Institute. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hale,  the  societies  of  the  Western  States  were 
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requeiited  to  appoint  their  annual  meetings  before  the  regular  annuil 
meetings  of  the  Western  Institute. 

Dr.  Ober  moved  the  appointment  of  a  Nominating  Committee. 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Ober,  Dake  and  Cowley. 
*  Dr.  S.  R.  Beckwith  moved  that  the  chair  appoint  an  orator  and 
alternate  to  deliver  a  public  address  before  the  Western  Institute  at 
its  next  session. 

The  chair  appointed  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson  as  the  orator,  andDr.E.H. 
Hale,  alternate. 

The  Institute  then  adjourned. 

THE   SUPPER. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  evening  session  the  members  of  the 
Institute  were  invited  by  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  the  city  to 
partake  of  a  supper  at  the  dining  hall  of  Mr.  S.  W.  Garrett,  which 
was  accepted,  and  about  nine  o'clock  a  large  party  of  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen sat  down  to  a  very  fine  repast. 

Prof.  Franklin,  of  St.  Louis,  was  called  upon  to  preside,  which  he 
did  with  great  acceptability. 

After  the  supper  had  been  properly  attended  to,  the  chairman 
read  the  regular  toasts,  which  were  responded  to  very  happily. 

Second  Day's  Proceedings. 

Institute  met  at  9  a.  m..  Dr.  L.  E.  Ober,  Vice  President,  in  the 
chair.  The  committee*  on  publication  of  proceedings,  through  Dr. 
Ober,  reported  that  Mr.  C.  S,  Halsey  had  kindly  ofi^ered  to  incorpor- 
ate the  proceedings  in  the  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, without  expense  to  the  Institute.     Accepted. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  explained  the  condition  of  the  forthcoming  Homoeo- 
pathic Directory,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Hall. 

Dr.  Hempel  moved  that  the  Institute  cordially  approbate  the 
labors  of  Dr.  Hall,  and  give  him  all  possible  support  in  the  underta- 
king.    The  motion  was  carried. 

Dr.  D.  Cowley"  of  Pittsburgh,  presented  a  report  from  the  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  recently  established  in 
that  city,  and  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Drs.  Dake  and  Allen  com- 
mended the  liberality  of  the  physicians  of  Pittsburgh,  and  hoped 
their  example  would  be  followed  by  the  physicians  throughout  the 
country. 

By  request,  Dr,  Cowley  read  an  article  upon  Tt/pho  enteritis. 

The  pathology  and  diagnosis  of  the  disease  were  minutely  detailed, 
and  an  interesting  case  given,  with  appearances  upon  post  mortem 
examinations.  Several  other  cases  were  described,  which  were  treated 
successfully. 

Dr.  Sapp  moved  that  it  be  accepted  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  for  publication. 

Drs.  Hempel  and  Wilson  exdressed  themselves  greatly  pleased 
with  the  paper,  and  desired  its  publication. , 

Dr.  Carley  said  that  the  paper  was  remarkable  in  detailing  fatal 
cases.  Physicians  were  willing  to  report  successful  cases,  but  not 
unsuccessful  ones. 
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Dr.  Allen  suggested  that  too  m&ny  remediea  were  gJYen  snd  too 
frequently  o hanged. 

Dr.  Hempel  thought  the  higher  potenoies  not  so  well  adapted  to 
this  disease  as  the  lower  preparations. 

Dr.  Sanders  considered  the  disease  Terr  common,  especially 
among  women,  and  so  obscure  as  to  be  often  taken  for  Ovarilis. 

Dr..  Beokwith  thought  Aconite  internally  and  externally  best  in 
the  first  stages,  aud  subsequently  Cuprum  scetionm  would  acoomplish 
the  most  good. 

Dr.  Hale  then  read  an  interesting  article  on  the  periodicity  of 
drug  action.  The  proving  of  drugs  have  heretofore  failed  to  develope 
as  fully  as  was  desirable,  the  periodioal  return  of  symptoms. 

Dr.  Dake  called  attentiou  to  the  defect  in  the  Materia  Sfedica  in 
showing  the  characteristics  as  well  as  periodical  symptoms  of  dmgs. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  the  following  gentlemen  for  mem- 
bership : 

Dr.  A.  S,  Hinkley,  Buffalo,  N.  Y, ;  Dr.  W.  M.  Eddy,  Warrens- 
viUe,  0, ;  Dr.  A.  S.  Leland,  Whitewater,  Wis. ;  Dr.  W.  S.  Butler, 
Aurora,  0. ;  Dr.  H.  H.  Jackson,  Chagrin  Falls,  O.,  who  were  eleotad 
members. 

Dr.  J.  0.  Sanders  then  presented  a  lengthy  report  on  Uterine 
Displacements. 

Dr.  Wilson,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  select  the  plaoe  of  next 
meeting,  reported  Milwaukee.  On  motion,  Indianapolis  was  substi- 
tuted. 

Dr.  Hale  moved  that  when  the  Institute  adjourn  it  be  till  the 
third  Thursday  of  May,  18(37.     Carried. 

Dr.  S.  K.  Bcckwith  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  Dr.  E.  C. 
Frauklin  for  bis  eflbrts  iu  producing  a  reliable  work  upon  surgery, 
and  pledged  to  him  tlje  aid  of  ihe  profession. 

The  conimittee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  ofScers  for 
the  ensuing  year: 

Dr.  C.  C.  Franklin,  of  St.  Txiuis,  President ;  Dr.  L.  E.  Obei',  of 
La  Crosse,  lat  Vice  President ;  Dr.  D.  H.  Beckwith,  of  Cleveland, 
lid.  Vice  President ;  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland,  Beoording  Sec- 
retary ;  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale,  of  Chicapo,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  Dr. 
G.  W.  Barnes,  of  Cleveland,  Treasurer.  Board  of  Censors— Drs.  G. 
W.  Bowen,  R.  Ludlam,  J.  C.  Sanders,  Or.  W.  Chittenden,  S.  Kogers, 
S.  B.  Parsonn. 

On  motion,  they  were  nuaiiimouBly  eleoted. 

Dr.  Sapp  offered  a  roBolution  to  the  effect  that  a  record  of  post 
mortems  should  he  more  generally  made  and  kept  by  the  members 
together  with  the  previous  history  and  treatment  of  the  cases. 

Dr.  Prankliu  reported  the  following  Committees  ; 

Drug  Provings — Drs.  Barnes  sndBurt. 

Surgery— Dis.  Mitchell  and  Allen. 

Anatomy ~J>TB.  JleJmuth  and  Cotton. 

"Physiology — Drs.  Hooper  and  Hinkley. 

Obstetrics — Drs.  Walker  and  Sapp. 

Chemistry — Drs.  Sbipman  and  Hoffman. 
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^Pharmaceutical  Freparations — Dr.  E.  M.  Hale. 

Clinical  Medicine— Dra.  P.  H.  Hale  and  Blackburn. 

Pathology, — Drs.  Dake  and  Comstock. 

Contingencies  of  Labor  —Dr.  R.  Ludlam. 

Therapeutics  of  Electricity — Dr  D.  W.  Rogers. 

Topical  Applications — Drs.  Cooper,  S.  R.  Beckwith  and  Franklin. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  delegates  to  the  various  Medical 
Conventions  of  the  country. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Drs.  Hale,  Cowley  and 
Helmuth,  to  make  arrangements  with  the  American  Institute  of 
Homoeopathy  to  have  the  profession  represented  at  the  next  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  to  be  held  in  Paris. 

Adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  p.  h. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Beckwith  was  called  to  the  Chair.  On  motion  Prof. 
Humiston  was  made  a  special  committee  to  report  at  the  next  meeting 
upon  Chemistry  in  Disease. 

A  discussion  on  Cholera  ensued,  which  was  participated  in  by 
Drs.  Cyriax,  Robinson,  Allen,  Rosier,  Beckwith  and  Logee. 

Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson  introduced  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  recommend 
no  preventive  or  curative  treatment  of  cholera  but  such  as  is  known 
to  Homoeopathic  physicians  everywhere,  and  we  urge  upon  physicians 
to  give  full  and  free  information  upon  the  subject. 

A  very  lively  discussion  arose  on  the  subject,  in  which  nearly  all 
present  took  part.     The  resolution  was  finally  passed. 

Dr.  Beckwith  moved  the  publication  of  the  proceedings.    Carried. 

Dr.  Logee  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Cuyahoga  County  Medi- 
cal Association,  the  Homoeopathic,  physicians  of  the.  city,  and  to  the 
Hahnemann  Life  Insurance  Company,  for  the  liberal  entertainment 
furnished  the  Institute. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Dr.H.  H.  Baxter  for  his  efficient 
aid  in  preparing  the  minutes  of  the  convention. 

On  motion,  the  Institute  adjourned. 


Instead  of  the  usual  variety  of  articles,  we  present  our 
readers,  this  month,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  American,  Western 
and  Michigan  Institutes ;  an  article  on  Cholera,  adapted  to  popular 
use  ;  proving  of  CoUinsonia,  etc.  The  August  number  will  contain  a 
valuable  proving  of  Permanganate  of  Potash,  by  Prof.  H.  C.  Allen, 
and  several  other  papers  of  interest  and  value  to  the  Homoeopathic 
profession. 


_  We  have  progressed  with  the  second  edition  of  "New  Rem- 
edies **  as  far  as  letter  E.  Provings  or  clinical  contributions  ctfter 
letter  6r,  if  sent  to  Prof.  Halo  during  July,  will  be  inserted  and  credit 
given  to  the  contributor. 
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.This  salt  is  prepared  iby  itnixing  equal  p4rtd  of  Blnoxide:  of 
Miatiganese  and  Chlorate  of  Botffisa  with  fite  ^rts  of ;  Hydrjat^ 
of  Potassa,  diesoMng  in  a  little  water^  and  after  .evaporatibg^ 
to  dryn^sB^   ex^posing  the  whole  to  a  temt)(e8rature  just  shortlof . 
redness,     (It  should  be  rer-heoted  three  ot  fotii"  .times  iuiordeir. 
to  obtain  a  good  article.)    The  mass  is  now  treated  with  hoti 
water,  the  insoluble  oxide  separated  by  decantation,  and  the 
deep  purple  liquid^  concentrated  by  heat,  is  allowed  to  crystal- 
ize  upon  cooling.     The  crystals  are  long,  slender,  prismatic^: 
shaped,  of  a  dark  purple  color^  inodorous,  witiia  very  pleasant: 
sweet,  astringent  taste,  soluble  in  sixteen  parts  of  water,  but 
insolnble  in  absolute  alcohol.     A  single  crystal  in  an  ouacd  of 
water  forms  a  beautifully  rich  purple  solution,!  and  presents^ 
another  instance  of  the  extr^ne  divisibility  of  matter*  ;  Wheni 
subjected  to  a  bi'ight  red  heat  they  decrepitate,  .evolving  oxy-?- 
gen  gas  in  large  quantities.     Mitscherlich  found  that  the  Per-^ 
manganate  of  Potassa  and  Perchlorate  of  Potassawere isomor^- 
phous,  which  was  atterwards  confirmed  by  the  risseaische^  qC 
Miller.     Its  chemical  formula  is  KO^  M.  N2,    Q7.  -^ 

Dr.  Sampson,  of  London,  aflbm&  that  he  Obai^/used  it  withi 
some  success  in  diabetes ;  but  Dr.  Eling,  the  eclectic,  says  thatiD 
"he  has  not  found  any  encouraging  effects  from  its  administra^ 
tion"  in  the  same  disease.  The  ordinary  dose  in  which  it  h^s 
hitherto  been  administered  is  from  three  to  five  grains  in  a  lit-r 
tie  water,  three  or  four  times  a  day.  (Journal  of  Phar.  Trans^,^ 
London,  page  18.)     In  1857  it  was  first  used  as  a  caustic  and: 

^"    August 
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deodorizer,  and  very  highly  prized  by  some  European  physi- 
cians. It  forms  the  base  of  Condy's  disinfecting  fluid,  exten- 
sively used  in  hospital  practice  as  an  application  to  foul  ulcers, 
in  which  it  acts  in  a  double  capacity,  as  a  deodorizer  and 
escharotic.  It  is  principally  used  in  solution,  and  acts  with 
much  less  pain  than  most  escharotics,  hence  its  empirical  use 
by  some  physicians  of  every  school  as  a  local  agent  in  diph- 
theria maligna.  The  disinfecting  lotion  may  contain  from  two 
to  ten  grains  of  i^^  salt  to  the  fluid  ounce,  according  to  circum- 
stances. Like  some  other  valuable  drugs,  our  eclectic  breth- 
ren were  the  first  to  bring  it  into  general  use  in  diphtheria,  but 
as  usual,  without  any  definite  indications  to  guide  its  adminis- 
tration at  tb^  bedside  in  disease.  To  them  it  was  a  caustic, 
dteinfeoitot,  deodoriifer,  andffiuretic;  and  they  have  need  i(> 
with' more  or  less  success  in  foul  tdcers,  malignant  diphtheria^ 
and  some  forjns  of  kidney  affections.  Myfiriend,  Dr.  Nichol, 
<rf  Bellville,  C  W.,  has  made  extensive  use  of  it  in  diphtheria 
for  some  time,  with  very  flattering  success  ;  and  I  have  myself 
used  it  internally  in  the  ulcerative  stage  of  malignant  diphthe- 
ria, with  very  satisfactory  results.  In  malignant  ulcerations  of 
the  OS  nteri,  with  profuse,  corroding,  very  offensive  discharges^ 
it  has  a  few  equals  as  a  local  application. 

Not  satisfied  with  its  empirical  use  alone,"  and  beings  unable 
to  find  that  a  proving  had  ever  been  made,  I  resolved  to  make 
the  attempt.  I  have  received  the  assistance  of  my  partner, 
Dr.  C.  D.  Tufford  and  two  of  my  students,  T.  E.  Allen  and 
Thomas  James. 

I  am  of  a  nervous-sanguine  temperament,  not  using  tea,  cof- 
fee, tobacco,  or  any  alcoholic  stimulant,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health.  I  am  very  sensitive  to  the  action  of  medicinal 
agents,  even  in  the  2d  and  3d  attenuation. 

Tuesday,  Api-il  24,  1866. — ^At  10:45  A.  m.,  I  took  six  graiiis 
of  the  salt.  In  twenty  miniitcs  felt  a  hot,  burning  sensation  in 
the  cardiac  exti'emity  of  the  stomachy  with  a  peculiar  constrict- 
ing, smarting  sensation  in  the  throat  and  fauces,  attended  with 
a  slight  inclination  to  swallow,  and  a  hot,  uneasy,  constricting 
sensation  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  oesophagus,  which 
continued  for  two  hours,  but  as  it  was  relieved  by  eating,  I 


AMERICAN  HOMOEOPATHIC   OBSERVEB.         347 

attributed  it  to  the  irritating  presence  of  the  salt  coming  in 
contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces  and  alimen- 
tary canal.  3:45  p.  m.,  took  ten  grains  more.  At  4  p.  m.,  felt 
a  burning,  nauseating  pain  in  the  fauces,  extending  down  the 
cesophagus  to  the  stomach,  attended  with  a  dryness  and  con- 
stant inclination  to  swallow.  4:20  p.  m., — ^Throat  and  fauces 
feel  raw  and  sore,  with  an  acute  pain  extending  to  the  ears  on 
swallowing.  4:40  p.  m. — Hot,  burning  pain  in  the  stomach, 
which  appears  to  radiate  over  the  whole  epigastrium.  6  P.  M. 
—Continual  dryness  in  the  throat,  with  a  slight  irritating,  hack- 
ing cough  on  attempting  to  swallow.  5:30  p.  m. — ^Deep^eated 
pain  in  lower  part  of  the  larynx,  particularly  in  the  region  of 
the  cricoid  cartilage ;  fauces  red  and  inflamed,  and  the  desire 
to  swallow  increasing;  the  whole  throat  and  larynx  feels  as 
though  the  cavity  was  constricted,  apparently  from  thickening 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  fauces  and  larynx. 

April  25. — Could  take  but  ten  grains  of  the  salt  to-day,  as 
my  throat  was  so  painful  that  it  was  with  diflSculty  I  could 
swallow.  10  A.  M. — Took  the  drug.  Soon  after  felt  a  nausea- 
ting, sickening  sensation  at  the  stomach,  and  an  increase  of  all 
the  former  throat  symptoms,  with  loss  of  appetite  and  consti- 
pation. 

April  26. — At  9:40  a.  m.,  took  fifteen  grains  of  the  salt.  In 
fifteen  minutes  had  a  short,  hacking  coug^j  with  a  constant, 
painful  urging  to  swallow,  which  produced  nausea  and  inclina- 
tion to  vomit,  with  profuse  lachrymation.  10  A.  if.— Rough, 
raw,  scraping  sensation  in  the  throat,  with  a  constant  inclina- 
ation  to  swallow,  which  is  very  painful.  10:30. — Sharp,  pierc- 
ing pain  extending  from  the  throat  to  the  left  mastoid  process 
of  temporal  bone,  apparently  along  the  course  of  the  eustach- 
ian tube.  11a.  m. — Constant  inclination  to  hawk  up  some 
thing  which  is  ineffectual  ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat 
and  larynx  feels  thick,  and  the  larynx  very  painftil.  11:30 — 
Took  ten  grains  more.  12:30. — Throat  very  dry  and  raw,  and 
a  sanious  discharge  from  the  nose ;  nares  feel  stuffiBd  and  full, 
as  in  catarrh ;  the  discharge  is  blood  streaked,  although  I  had 
no  catarrhal  symptoms  at  9  A.  M.  Constant,  short,  painftil, 
backing  cough,  and  what  httle  is  coughed  up  is  streaked  with 
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blood  as  if  the  throat  were  raw ;  very  little  nausea  and  pain  i^ 
sjtomach  compared  vith  yesterday.     A  great  deal  of  paia  in. 
the  throat  all  day,  pa^rticularly  on  swallowing,,  for  wliich  there 
appears  to  be  a  constant  desire*     Discharge  from  the  nares  and 
larynx  is  streaked  with  blood,   and  a  sensation  in  hawking  or 
clearing  the  laryn^,  as  th9ugh  the  surface  was  raw.     9  p.  m.^- 
Throat,  mouth  and  lips  in  particular,   are  very  dry,  the  latter 
smart  when  exposed  to  the  cold  air ;  urine  more  profuse  than 
usual,  s^nd  has  tp  be  voided  more  frequently.   , 
„  April  27-1 — Had  a  restless  night.     2:30  p.  m. — Took  another 
ten  grains.     In  half  an  hour  had  an  increase  of  the  same  smart- 
ing, burning  pain  in  the  throat,  extending  along  the  esophagus, 
attended  with  burning  pain  in  the  stomach.     4.  p.  m.— A  deep- 
seated,  sickening  pain  in  the  stomach,   with  a  raw  dryness  in 
the  throat,  and  constant  inclination  to  swallow.     5  p.  m. — Have 
had  during  the  last  hour  a  profuse  flow  of  saliva  from   the 
mouth  (so  much  so  as  to  attract  my  attention,  although  I  have 
had  more  or  less  all  day,  but  I  was  not  sure  it  was  caused  by  the 
drug)  with  the  same  constant  inclination  to  swallow  manifested 
after  each  dose  of  the  drug,  but  has  now  become  very  painful. 
Uvula  soft,  palate  and  fauces  are  mottled  of  a  dark  red  color, 
with  livid  spots  here  and  there.     The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
fauces  and  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  feels  thickened,  and  a 
constant  hawking  up  of  a  thick,  blood-streaked,  tenacious  mu- 
cus, which  appears  to  be  abundant  but  in  reality  is  very  little ; 
aching  pain  in  the  region  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  aggravated 
by  every   attempt  of   deglutition.      The  appetite  not   much 
aflfected,  but  obstinate  constipation  ever  since  I  began  to  take 
the  Permanganate. 

April  27. — At  6.  p.  m.,  took  twenty  grains  of  the  crude  djug. 
In  fifteen  minutes  had  more  violent  pain  in  the  throat  than  have 
hitherto  experienced,  with  nausea  and  vomiting,  first  of  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  afterwards  of  a  thick  ropy  fluid,  which 
is  ejected  in  large  quantities  but  with  very  little  difliculty. 
Profuse  salivation.  6:35. — The  fauces  and  pharynx  are  red 
and  very  painful,  and  the  efforts  of  deglutition  almost  inces- 
sant, with  a  profuse  flow  of  saliva,  which  is  allowed  to  escape 
from  the  mouth  on  account  of  the  pain  produced  by  swallow- 
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ing.  Urine  very  profuse  and  clear.  7  P.  M. — ^Nausea  and 
vomiting  of  the  same  thick  mucus  continues  ;  head  feels  full, 
face  hot,  pulse  92,  and  a  profuse  perspiration  makes  its  appear- 
ance. Compelled  to  assume  the  recumbent  position.  Throat 
feels  raw  and  swollen,  and  is  very  painful,  even  when  not 
attempting  to  swallow.  Profuse  flow  of  watery  urine.  Slight 
hemorrhage  from  the  nosie ;  feel  weak  and  very  much  prostra- 
ted ;  efforts  of  deglutition  incessant  and  very  painful.  8:30  p. 
M. — Took  twenty  gfains  more  of  the  drug.  In  20  minutes  felt 
an  aggravation  of  all  the  former  symptoms ;  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing to  such  an  degree  that  I  began  to  search  in  vain  for  an 
antidote.  9  p.  m. — Profuse  hemorrhage  from  the  nose ;  con- 
stant, intense,  painful,  inclination  to  swallow,  but  cannot  do  so  ; 
profuse  flow  of  saliva,  with  a  burning,  raw,  smarting,  nausea- 
ting pain  in  the  fauces,  pharynx,  larynx,  and  extending  down 
the  oesophagus  to  the  stomach ;  vomiting  incessant,  though 
painless;  everything  that  is  hawked  up  from  the  throat  is 
streaked  with  blood ;  a  sanious  discharge  from  the  nares  ;  the 
posterior  nares  are  painful,  and  the  mucous  menibrane  appears 
to  be  thickened  so  as  to  almost  flll  the  cavity^ ;  speech  painful 
and  diflScult,  hoarse,  and  as  though  I  had  tonsillitis ;  pulse  94 ; 
considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  opening  the  mouth,  on 
account  of  soreness  of  parotid  gland  and  muscles  of  the  neck. 
9:30  p.  M. — Nasal  hemorrhage,  not  so  profuse  as  before.  10  p. 
M. — Almost  constant  flow  of  ropy  mucus  from  the  stomach, 
which  is  ejected  without  pain,  but  does  not  in  the  least  relieve 
the  nausea.  Had  a  sleepless  night;  fever,  thirst,  but  inability 
to  drink,  and  was  [compelled  to  urinate  four  or  five  times,  (an 
unusual  circumstance  with  me,)  urine  clear,  watery  and  in  con- 
siderable quantities  each  time. 

April  28. — ^Did  not  feel  inclined  to  take  any  nlbre  of  the 
drug  ;  could  cat  no  solid  food  on  account  of  the  swollen  and 
painful  condition  of  the  throat ;  felt  we^k  and  unable  to  attend 
to  any  business  ;  profuse  salivation  still  continues,  but  have  had 
no  vomiting  to-day;  urine  profuse;  obstinate  con&tipation. 
Pulse,  at  2  a.  m.,  80.     *    "  '        '     i  ' 

#  •  ;  -  ■  ....  ,      '    .  .  .    I  .  . 

April  29. — Took  no  more  5f  the  drug  to-dayi  in  order  to 
take  something  nutritious,  as  I  have  beien  liii^ble  to  eat  for  two 
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days.     Symptoms  gradually  abating ;    salivation  still  profuse, 
and  the  throat  swollen  and  very  painful. 

May  1. — Took  thirty  grains  at  7:35  A.  m.  In  a  short  time  a 
return  of  all  tlie  symptoms  previously  related,  especially  the 
constant  inclination  to  swallow,  which  had  in  some  degree 
abated  since  leaving  off  the  use  of  the  drug.  No  new  symp- 
toms were  developed.  11  a.  m. — ^Took  thirty  grains  of  the 
drug.  In  half  an  hour  a  return  of  all  the  symptome  in  an 
aggravated  form,  particularly  the  throat  and  nose  symptoms ; 
coughing,  or  even  hawking,  brings  up  a  sanious  fluid ;  increased 
flow  of  saliva,  which  runs  out  of  the  mouth  almost  constantly, 
with  more  pain  and  difiiculty  of  deglutition  than  ever.  Nasal 
hemorrhage,  and  vomiting  of  the  ssune  ropy  fluid,  without  pain. 
Pulse  at  9  A.  M.,  95.  Head  feels  full,  throat  dry,  painful,  with 
incessant  attempts  at  deglutition,  from  which  it  seems  almost 
impossible  to  restrain.  Uvula  (edematous  and  very  much  elon- 
gated. 

May  2. — At  9  A.  m.,  took  thirty  grains.  Soon  felt  an  increase 
of  the  pain  in  the  throat,  and  constant  inclination  to  swallow* 
The  vomiting,  which  had  ceased  last  evening,  return  in  an  ag- 
gravated form,  attended  with  a  burning,  nauseating  pain  in  the 
stomach  and  duodenum,  which  becomes  almost  insupportable. 
Salivation  profuse  ;  sanious  discharge  from  the  nares  ;  acute 
pain  in  the  throat,  extending  to  the  ears  and  larynx,  and  pro- 
ducing a  tittilating  cough.  12  m. — Soft  palate  swollen  ;  uvula 
swollen,  and  looks  (edematous  and  of  a  dark  red  color ;  whole 
throat  feels  raw,  and  everything  which  is  raised  by  coughing  or 
hawking  is  streaked  with  blood. 

May  3. — Took,  at  10:30,  thirty  grains.  Nothing  new  was 
developed,  but  an  active  increase  of  all  symptoms  previous. 
The  muscles  of  the  neck  feel  sore,  particularly  the  digastric  and 
stylc-hyoid  and  the  cervical  glands  opposite  the  hyoid  bone 
swollen  and  are  very  painful.  Small  ulcerated  spots  here  and 
there  on  the  walls  of  the  throat,  with  stinging,  burning  pains. 

May  4.— At  2  p.  m.,  took  thirty  grains  more.  In  thirty  min- 
utes a  profuse  discharge  of  saliva  and  urine;  nausea  and  vom- 
iting, and  a  terrible  weakne  s  and  languor,  particularly  of  the 
lower  limbs,  which  compelled  me  to  lie  down.     The  legs  feel  as 
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though  I  could  not  move  them,  and  tremble  when  I  attempt  to 
stand.  Nose  feels  stuffed  and  full,  and  hemorrhage  eeta  in  on 
every  attempt  to  free  the  obstruction  ;  a  thin  discharge  from 
the  nares,  which  smarts  anil  irritates  the  mucous  membrane  ; 
throat  feels  raw  and  hleeds  on  attempting  to  hawk  up  the  secre- 
tions which  appear  to  completely  fill  the  cav-ity,  I  could  take 
no  more  of  the  drug,  from  a  loathing  which  would  almost  pro- 
duce vomiting  to  look  at  it ;  and  although  a  month  has  elapsed 
since  I  took  any  of  the  drug,  the  simple  taste,  or  even  the  sight 
of  it,  win  produce  nausea. 

I  took'in  ten  days  221  grains  of  the  salt.  My  partner  took  51 
grains  in  three  days.  Pain,  heat  and  dr)'ne8s  of  the  throat,  with 
a  constant  deaire  to  swallow,  although  deglutition  was  painful. 
These  were  ,the  principle  symptoms  manifested.  My  students 
did  not  take  so  much,  but  in  each  case  the  throat  was  primarily 
a£fected. 

DEDUCTIONS  AND  CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS, 

The  Permanganate  acts  powerfully  and  at  once  ;  and  like 
some  other  powerfully  acting  drugs,  particularly  Camphor,  its 
action  is  very  transient,  hence  it  will  bear  a  frequent  repetition. 
Its  sphere  of  action,'  or  range,  differs  widely  from  Arsenic, 
affecting  comparatively  but  a  few  organs,  but  on  these  it  acta 
promptly,  and  appears  to  expend  all  ite  force  in  a  short  time, 
unless  repeated.  In  my  opinion  the  Permanganate  of  Pottwh 
is  destined  to  flU  a  vacancy  in  our  Materia  Medica,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria,  long  felt  by  the  profession.  It  appears  to 
be  best  adapted  to  that  malignant  type  of  the  disease,  with  ex- 
tensive swelling  of  the  throat  and  cervical  glanda ;  pseudo- 
membraneous  deposit,  partially  or  completely  covering  the  en- 
tire fauces  ;  profuse  salivation  ;  deglutition  difficult  or  alto- 
gether obstructed ;  a  thin,  sometimes  sanious  muM-purulent 
discharge  from  the  nares,  excoriating  the  parts  with  which  it 
comes  in  contact ;  speech  thick  and  obstiiicted,  and  breath, 
very  offensive.  In  fact,  the  more  offensive  the  breath  the  more 
promptly  its  action  appears  to  be  manifestdd.  There  is  np 
remedy  in  oar  Materia  Medica,  with  which  I  am  acquainted, 
that  will  BO  rapidly  and  surely  remove  the  ofienmve  odor  of 
the  diphtheritic  breath  aa  'the  Permanganate,    The  Chlorate 
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of  Potaesa  approaches  ita  action  in  this  respect  more  nearly 
than  tray  other  remedy. 

EXPEimiENra  with  the  membeaseous  deposit  of  uiph^heku. 
Since  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Helmuth's  treatise  on  Diphthe- 
ria, I  have  subjected  the  diphtheritic  membrane  to  the  action 
of  numerous  chemical  reagents,  such  as  Caustic  Ammonia, 
Per-chloride  of  Iron,  Sulphur,  Nitric,  Hydrocyanic  and  Muri- 
atic acids,  Caustic  Potash,  and  lastly,  tlie  Permanganate. 
Through  Jthe  kindness  of  Dr.  R.  J.  P.  Mordeu,  of  London,  C. 
W.,  I  obtained  a  very  fine  specimen  of  membrane  preserved  for 
ten  days  in  alcohol.  This  was  the  first  opportunity  I  had  had 
of  testing  the  action  of  the  Permanganate  on  the  membrane 
since  proving  the  drug,  and  the  result  more  than  fulfilled  my 
most  sanguine  expectations.  In  twenty-five  minutes  the  con- 
tinuity of  the  deposit  was  completely  destroyed,  although  it 
bad  been  hardened  by  alcohol.  I  have  several  times  since  sub- 
jected the  recent  membrane  to  its  action  vrith  still  more  prompt 
and  satisfactory  results.  From  these  experiments  I  am  con- 
vinced (although  I  have  never  used  it)  that  as  a  topical  appli- 
cation in  diphtheria  maligna  it  has  no  fqual  in  our  Materia 
Medica. 

PREPARATION. 
I  have  never  used  it  in  any  other  form  except  the  crystal  and 

first  decimal  trituration.  In  each  case  dissolved  in  distilled 
■water  or  clean  rain  water.  Prof  Hale  says  that  alcohol  will 
render  the  drug  inert,  even  in  small  quantities,  and  spring 
water  sti-ongly  impregnated  with  lime  and  other  substances,  will 
have  the  same  effect. 

It  has  a  specific  action  on  the  kidneys,  but  I  am  unable  as 
yet  to  say  in  what  disease  it  will  prove  curative.  That  must 
remain  for  further  research  to  disclose, 

Ca»e. — Miss  Edith  Tisdale,  aged  six  years,  came  imder  my 
care  after  she  had  suffered  with  a  soreness  of  the  throat, 
attended  with  high  fever,  for  a  week.  She  had  violent  head- 
ache; throat  swollen  and  painful,  not  much  difficulty  in  swallow- 
ing, profuse  salivation  ;  the  cervical  glands  were  swollen  and 
painful,  and  the  entire  fauces  covered  with  the  peculiar  wash- 
leather-like,  grayish  colored  membrane.     The  breath  was  very 
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offensive  from  the  be^nning  of  the  attack,  and  a  thin,  watery, 
sanious  flaid  escaping  from  the  nares,  which  had  already  excori- 
ated the  superior  labium.  I  immediately  pronounced  it  a  ma- 
lignant case  of  diphtheria.  Gave  her  Mercurius  iodatue,  2d 
trituration,  every  two  hours,  which  waa  continued  for  two  days 
without  any  improvement,  Biniodide  of  Mercury  was  nowaub- 
stituted,  in  alternation  with  Belladonna,  as  her  headache  wag 
Btill  severe;  continued  36  hours  without  any  apparent  improve- 
ment. Caustic  amonia  tincture,  three  drops  in  water,  was  now 
given,  dessert-spoonful  every  two  hours,  and  as  the  odor  of  the 
breath  was  almost  unbearable,  I  gave  a  soIutiuTi  of  Muriatic 
acid  as  a  gargle,  but  as  she  could  not  gargle  her  throat,  I  gave 
it  internally,  with  the  same  result.  Hitherto  I  have  had  more 
satisfactory  results  from  the  use  of  Caustic  ammonia  in  malig- 
nant diphtheria  than  any  otlier  remedy  1  ever  used,  and  began 
to  despair  (when  I  saw  it  iail  me,)  of  saving  my  little  patient. 
The  Muriatic  acid  having  no  effect  on  the  odor  of  the  breath,  I 
discontinued  the  other  remedies  and  gave  her  Chlorate  of  Pot- 
ash, 1st  trituration,  in  water,  with  the  same  result.  From  the 
commencement  the  friends  had  very  little  hope  of  her  recoveiy,  '. 
as  they  had  already  lost  their  oldest  son  with  the  same  disetue. 
A  dark  colored,  offensive  diarrhoea  was  now  added  to  the  list, 
which,  with  vomiting,  fluids  taken  by  the  mouth  were  returned 
by  the  nose,  and  a  general  prostration  seemed  to  be  the  precur- 
sor of  a  fatal  termination.  Gave  Iodide  of  Arsenic  2d,  every 
two  hours,  but  with  no  improvement.  At  this  stage  I  dissolved 
three  grains  of  Permanganate  in  one-half  glass  of  water,  gave 
her  a  teaspoonful  at  nine  E.  B.,  to  be  repeated  every  hour  until 
I  saw  lier.  Called  at  12  p.  m.,  found  her  very  much  improved, 
breathing  easier,  and  a  warm  perspiration  had  made  its  appear- 
ance. Continued  the  medicine.  The  next  rooming  ivhen  I 
called  the  improvement  was  very  perceptible  on  the  connten- 
ances  of  the  friends  before  I. entered  the  room.  Found  her  sit- 
ting up  in  her  bed,  and  her  whole  appecu-autie  changed.  On 
examining  the  throat  to  my  astonishment  I  found  the 'mem- 
brane, hitherto  so  extensive,  almost  gone,  a  small  patch-on  thie 
left  tonsU  alone  being  visible.  The  offfeflSiVe  character  of  the 
breath  was  completely  changed,  in  feet,  Tconld  diBcijyer'  nd 
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odor  at  all.  Continued  tke  medicine  every  three  hours  while 
awake,  and  she  went  on  to  a  speedy  convalescence. 

This  is  only  one  of  a  unmher  I  could  relate  treated  with  the 
Permanganate,  all  with  eq^iially  good  results. 

I  am  unahle  at  the  j^-esent  to  g^ve  a  reliahle  antidote,  but 
would  recommend  some  alcoholic  preparation  to  be  tried; 
Brandy,  or  even  diluted  alcohol.  Wine  may  prove  an  effectual 
antidote. 


ABCI^BPIAB   TUBEBOSA. 

Two  Pnvifigs  of  the  Oleo-Resin  of  Aseiepias  Tuberosa,  with  clinical 
cates.  Presented  to  the  Michigan  Institute  of  Mouiaopatlitf  by 
P.H.  Hale,  M.  D.,  of  Hudson;  Member  of  the  Committee  on  Drug 

'~    Proeings.     (/wne  19(i,  1866.) 

The  oleo-reain  wbb  selected  beoaDse  the  author  considers  that 
kU'tlie  active,  medicinal  qualities  of  the  plant  are  oontained  in    that 

^eparatioQ.  which  is  about times  the  Btrength  of  the  ordinary 

tiiictnre.     Prover  in  good  health. 

Marob  11,  9,  a.  h. — Took  ten  drops.  At  11  o'clock  experienced 
the  following  symptoms  :  Slight  burning  at  the  stomach  ;  sour  and 
hot  eructations,  tasting  of  ingesta.  This  burniog  soon  iocrea^ed  and 
amounted  to  a  pain  ;  thirst,  some  oansea,  and  increase  of  saliva; 
tightness  about  the  left  side  of  the  bead,  with  flushed  face  and  some 
burning  in  the  eyes  and  watery  discharge  from  the  nose.  Feeling  of 
weakness,  with  some  trembling  of  the  arms  and  legs.  Pulse  60,  (SO 
in,the  morning  before  taking  the  medicine.)  Experienced  some 
slight  rigors  and  creeping  chills  over  the  whole  body,  with  yawninj^ 
and  stretching. 

1  o'clock,  p.  M. — Took  15  drops.  At  two,  p.  m.,  felt  very  chilly, 
parUoularly  when  going  into  the  open  air  or  on  movement.  Pulse  55, 
feel  exhausted  and  inclined  to  perspire  on  the  extremities,  and  when 
ezeroislDg.  Oppressed  breathing,  a  tightness  across  the  chest,  espe- 
cially on  the  right  side,  aggravated  by  lying  down.  Dull  pain  under 
the  right  clavicle,  becoming  sharp  when  taking  a  long,  deep  inspira< 
tion.  Pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder.  Pulse  at  ^4,  v.  u.,  small 
and  60  per  minute. 

6  o'clock,  p,  H. — The  burning  in  the  stomach  continues  ;  pain  in 
the  chest  has  increased,  and  there  is  now  a  heavy  sensation   in   the 
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region  of  the  liver.  Urine  slight  and  very  dark  in  color,  aod  Bomo 
BCftlding.  Oocaaionally  a  sharp  pain  in  toe  region  of  the  bladder. 
Heavy  dull  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back  with  heaviness  in  the  limbs. 
Went  to  bed  at  ten  o'clock,  felt_feverish,  pulse  75  and  fuller  than  at 
any  time  since  morning,  restless  and  could  not  sleep.  At  midnight  a 
pungent  heat  over  the  whole  body,  with  some  sweat  on  the  limbs, 
almost  scalding.  Pulse  90,  with  great  thirst,  althoagh  the  longao 
was  moist. 

Monday  morning. — A  sensation  on  rising  and  uioving  as  of  sore- 
ness  all  over,  tongue  dry  and  coated,  pain  in  the  Small  of  the  hack 
and  a  soreness  all  over  the  abdomen.  Fain  in  the  right  lung  and  a 
sensation  of  tightness  across  the  chest.  Soreness  of  the  scalp,  par- 
ticnlarly  of  the  left  side.  Severe  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest 
on  taking  a  Jong  breath,  aggraTated_by  lying  down.  Urine  small  In 
quantity,  thick  and  dark  colored. 

Tuesday  morning. — Slept  better,  hnt  had  some  troublesome 
dreams.  The  pain  in  the  chest  is  less,  and  felt  only  when  taking  a 
deep  inspiration.  Sensation  of  soreness  in  the  epigastric  region  and 
across  the  abdomen:  Frequent  desire  to  urinate,  urlue  bmall  in  quan- 
tity and  high-oolored. 

Wednesday. — The  symptoms  were  about  the  same,  except  that  a 
sensation  of  soreness  or  lameness  had  taken  the  place  of  the  sharp 
pains.  The  right  chest,  (lungs,)  seemed  sore  when  taking  a  deep 
inspiration. 

KEHARKS. 

My  clinical  experience  with  Ascli^nas  tuberosa,  leads  me  to  be- 
lieve it  a  powerful  curative  agent  in  diseases  of  serous  membranes, 
especially  the  pleura.  It  has  also  an  undoubted  action  over  the  res- 
piratory and  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membranes.  The  proving  made 
on  myself  seems  to  prove  this  assertion.  The  symptoms  elicited 
were  such  as  attend  oases  of  pleurisy.  Contrary  to  m^  expeotationa 
its  action  on  the  kidneys  was  to  arrest  the  normal  secretion  of  urine. 
May  it  not  be  that  with  this  diminution  of  urine  there  was  an  absorp- 
tion of  its  constituents,  eauaing  some  of  the  morbid  symptoms  7  I 
herewith  present  a  proving  hy  one  of  my  students. 

Proving  by  C.F.a  medical  student.  {At  the  commencement  <^  the 
experimeutwas  in  good  health.) 
Tuesday  Morning,  March  13,  9  o'clock.—  Took  about  5  drops  of 
the  Oleo-resin  of  Aiclepias  tuberosa.  Felt  no  sensations  referable  to 
its  effects,  owing  perhaps  to  excitement  from  ruoDiDg  and  having  my 
mind  occupied  on  some  urgent  business. 
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2  r.  ■■ — Took  10  or  IS  dropa.  Felt  immediBtely  ft  floeli  of  the 
face  and  teDsencss  of  the  acalp,  with  a  remote  tendency  to  headache, 
(irhich  I  rarely  have,)  with  a  tremuloosness  of  the  limbs,  heat  and 
banting  in  the  etomaoh  within  half  an  hour,  followed  by  dnllDeBS. 
Obliged  to  Btop  reading,  inability  to  fix  my  mind  on  the  subjeot. 
Slight  naaal  ooryza. 

3  p.  u. — Most  of  the  symptoms  gone,  except  heat  of  the  face  and 
head.  False  76,  rather  fuller  than  nsnal,  throbbing  of  carotids. 
4:30  p.  M.— Symptoms  abated.  Pulse  70.  Took  about  10  drops. 
4:45  F.  u. — Took  30  drops  of  common  tlnctnre.  False  66.  Dar- 
ing the  evening  a  gaatrio  burning  like  heartburn ;  also  throat  slightly 
sore.  9:80  p.  x, — A  very  bad  taste  in  the  month,  like  bad  eggs, 
have  bad  suoh  when  hilioua.  False  70.  More  saliva  than  usual. 
Urine  scanty,  ffeces  thinner  and-  less  than  normal.  Siminntioo  of 
aexual  desire  at  niglit. 

Weducsday,  March  14th.  5.30  p.  >.— Took  40  drops  of  tinotnro. 
Followed  by  belching  of  flatus. 

Thursday,  15. — Daring  last  evening  no  symptoms,  but  a  moderate 
amount  of  gastric  irritation  or  burning,  although  after  alight  meal 
sleptas  sound  as  usual.     This  morning  urine  and  fseoes  nearly  normal, 

REMARKS. 

The  symptoms  elicited  by  this  proving  were  mainly  febrile  and 
gastric.  This  la  probably  owing  to  some  constitutional  peculiarity. 
I  am  more  disposed  to  have  a  cough  and  chest-pain  after  a  cold  than 
is   C.    F. 

I  will  here  remark  that  I  have  several  times  taken  the  first  and 
second  dilution  of  the  common  tincture  of  Asctepias  tuberosa,  and 
have  given  it  to  other  persons,  in  good  health,  but  never  observed  any 
pathogenetic  cSects  follow  its  administration. 

My  experience,  however,  with  the  dilutions  of  this  medicine,  in 
cases  of  disease,  satisfy  me  that  minute  dosea  affect  the  system  in 
disease  in  a  prompt  and  decided  manner.  I  have  recently  treated 
two  cases  with  this  remedy,  which  are  worthy  of  mention. 

Case  1. — Dropay,  supposed  to  be  Asoites  with  Ovarian  disease. 
The  case  is  ono  of  eight  months  cootinuance.  The  patient  had  had 
a  chill  every  third  night  for  acveral  weeks.  Many  medicines  were 
used  without  any  apparent  good  result.  I  directed  that  all  other 
medicine  be  discontinued  and  prescribed  throe  drops  of  the  first  dec- 
imal dilution  of  Oleo-resin  oi  Aselepias  tuberosa,  to  be  taken  at  the 
beginning  of  the  chill.  It  controlled  the  fever,  relieved  the  cough 
and  fiatulcnce,  which  always  before  had  troubled  her   all    night.     No 
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chill  or  fever  Las  occurred  since  that  date.  The  ascites  has  decreased 
under  the  use  of  this  remedy,  and.it  bids  fair  to  effect  a  permanent 
improv.ement.  ... 

Case  II.— Puerperal  difficulty.  Mrs,  P.,  aged  30,  confined  Vith 
her  second  child.  At  the  end  of  three  Tireeks  she  wns  attacked  with 
rigors,  and  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  fullness  and  tendcrnes^  across 
the  uterine  i^egion  ;  high  fever,  intense  burning,  piinjgelife  h6kt  of  the 
whole  body,  with  hot  sweiit  of  the  forehead  and  limbsi.  Pulfte  120. ' 
In  addition  she  had  severe  pains  in  the  right  side  of  the  chest;  inal' 
bility  to  lie  down  in  bed,  with  a  short,  hacking  cdtr^. 

The  uterine  discharge  was  a   dark,  satiious  matter,  (the   lochia 
proper  was  suppressed.)     The  whole  aspect  of  the  case  led  me   id 
diagnose  inflamniation  and  suppuration  of  the  uteriiie  veins,  -#ith  con- ' 
sequent  pleuritis  from  purulent  absorption.     (See  Marcy   &   Htint's' 
Practice,  page  820.)     '  - 

Various  remedies  were  administered  with  but  little  effect  over  the 
pleuritic  symptoms,  although  the  uterine  symptoms  seemed  improved: ' 
At  this  stage  I  concluded  to  try  the  Asclepias.  Three  drops  of  the 
Oleo-resin  were  given  every  three  Kours.  In  ttrenty-four  boufs  a 
marked  improvement  had  taken  place.  She  could  assume  the  recikm- 
bent  position,  and  could  take  a  deep  inspiration  with  less  pain  in  the 
side.  The  normal  lochial  discharge  reappeared;  pulse  100,  and  all 
the  other  symptoms  much  improved.  The  remedy  was  continued, 
and  convalescence  continued  without  interruption. 


DIOSCOKBA. 


PROVING   BY  THOMAS  NICHOL,  M.  D.,    BELLEVILLE,    C.  W. 


Dec.  1st,  1865. — At  11a.  m.,  took  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Ist  deci- 
mal dilution,  in  a  little  water  ;  at  11:30,  nausea  and  qualmishness^ 
with  stitching  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  and  an  uneasy  feeling 
in  the  umbilical  region.  At  12:50  p.  m.,  belching  up  of  wind,  and 
continued  uneasiness  of  the  umbilical  region ;  at  3  p.  m.,  rumbling  of 
the  bowels,  with  tepderness  on  pressure,  the  tenderness  was  more  a 
soreness,  and  there  was  considerable  bloating.  At  9  p.  m.,  took  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  1st  decimal  dilution.  All  the  symptoms  were  aggra- 
vated on  lying  down,  and  the  pain  shot  at  intervals  down  to  the  iliac 
regions,  especially  the  right.      Confused  sleep,  with  anxious  dreams. 

Dec.  2d,  1865.— At  8:30  a.  m.,  took  a  teaspoonful  of  the  Ist  deci- 
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mal  dilation.  The  abdominal  pain  intermits  a  good  deal  to-day,  it 
'  having  been  continnons  on  the  previous  day.  The  tongue  was  coated 
yellow,  and  the  eructations  tasted  of  rotten  eggs.  At  2  p.  m.,  I  ate  a 
sour  apple  without  considering  its  effects  on  the  proving,  and  in  a 
very  short  time  the  pains  and  all  the  symptoms  disappeared. 

Dec.  6th,  1865. — Resumed  the  proving,  using  the  1st  decimal 
trituration  of  Dioscorein,  of  Keith's  manufacture,  which  Dr.  Goe 
claims  is  the  ''  true  concentrated  equivalent  of  the  plant."  At  12:30 
p.  M.,  took  two  grains  of  the  preparation ;  at  1  p.  m.,  rumbling  of  the 
bowels  and  inclination  for  stool,  with  uneasy  feeliug  in  the  stomach, 
with  nausea  and  disgust  for  food.  3:30  p.  m.,  bloating  of  the  umbili- 
cal region,  with  soreness  on  pressure,  with  giddy,  confused  feeling  of 
the  head.  At  4  p.  m.,  took  two  grains  of  the  1st  decimal  trituration ; 
at  5  p.  M.,  unusually  drowsy,  fell  asleep  with  a  book  in  my  hand,  all 
through  the  sleep  there  was  a  confused  consciousness  of  theconversa- 
tipn,  going  on  around  me  ;  on  awakening  felt  an  unusual  languor,  with 
disinolinaUon  for  mental  exertion. 

Dec*  6th. ^-Passed  a  very  restless  night,  and  got  up  feeling  Ian* 
gui4  ^nd  unrefreshed;  the  head  ached  over  the  eyes,  and  the  mouth 
wi^s,  bitter  and  clammy.  At  7  a.  m.,  a  good  deal  of  heat  in  the  stom- 
ach, with  nauseai  Gradually  vertigo  and  giddiness  comes  on,  which 
lasted  for  an  hour  ;  the  head  felt  hot,  and  about  8  o'clock  warm  sweat 
broke  out  over  the  forehead,  and  the  vertigo  was  accompauied  by  rum- 
bling of  the  bowels.  At  12  m.,  took  five  grains  of  the  1st  decimal 
trituration.  At  1:55  p.  m.,  sudden  re-appearance  of  the  vertigo,  with 
heat  of  the  head  ;  this  continued  with  great  violence  for  half  an  hour, 
and  then  subsided,  but  continued  more  or  less  all  the  evening. 

Dec.  7th. — Early  this  morning,  while  in  bed,  I  felt  a  mild  but  per- 
sistent nausea,  accompanied  by  sharp  pains  in  the  umbilical  and  right 
iliac  regions.  The  pain  was  spasmodic  and  very  sharp,  and  was 
neither  aggravated  nor  ameliorated  by  pressure,  though  pressure 
caused  a  rumbling.  At  9:30  a.  m.,  very  sharp,  cutting  pains  along 
the  whole  right  side  of  the  forehead,  shooting  back  as  far  as  the  ear  ; 
the  pain  is  not  a  steady  pain,  but  remits,  and  is  aggravated  by  pres- 
sure. At  5  p.  M.,  while  walking  in  the  street,  I  was  attacked  with 
vertigo  so  violent  that  I  was  unable  to  walk,  and  reeled  as  if  intoxi 
cated,  and  at  the  same  time  the  neuralgic  pain  was  aggravated. 

Dec.  8th,  1865. — At  2:45  p.  m.,  took  15  grains  of  the  1st  decimal 
trituration.  At  3:25,  return  of  the  sharp  pains  in  the  temples,  aggra- 
vated by  exposure  to  the  cold  air.  After  this  date  I  took  no  more 
medicine,  and  all  the  symptoms  gradually  declined. 
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XBIOEKOH   OANADBKBE. 

ritOVlNO  BY  WM,  H.  BCaT,  M.  D.,    OF  LTOK3,  lOWi. 

Experimettt  First. — Nov,  11.  In  perfect  henlth.  Took  five  drops 
of  tbo  tiooture  prepared  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Lodge.  At  9  p.  m.,  it  produced 
dryness  of  the  piiarjns ;  severe  drawing  pains  in  the  right  lumbar 
region,  poaaing  down  to  the  right  testicle,  lasting  half  an  hour,  fol- 
lowed bj  dragging  paina  in  the  left  hypochondrium. 

Nov.  12. — Took  20  drops  at  7  a.  m.  Nooq,  increased  secretion  o£ 
mucus  in  the  nostrils  all  ihe  forenoon,  with  a  feeling  of  roughness  of 
the  pharynx  and  sensation  as  if  something  had  lodged  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  oesophagus  that  couses  a  frequent  inulination  to  swallow. 
Slight  nausea  for  two  hours  ;  slight  rheuiiintic  pains  in  the  abdominal 
musclea  and  right  thumb;  severe  drawing  paini  in  the  left  ankle, 
greatly  aggravatad  by  walking,  lasted  three  hoars.  Took  20  drops. 
For  tbroe  hours  had  hard  drawing  pains  in  tbe  abdomen,  then  felt  no 
more  symptoms  until  7  p.  ».,  when  I  had  sudden,  severe  pains  in  the 
hypogastrium,  followed  by  soft,  mashy  stool.  Throat  sore  all  night, 
with  frequedt  inclination  to  swallow ;  feeling  as  if  something  had 
lodged  in  tbe  upper  part  of  the  cesophagiM. 

Nov.  13.— Throat  slightly  sore.  Hard,  lumpy  stool  at  7  a.  m. 
8  F.  H..  sudden  pain  in  tbe  hypogastrium,  followed  by  a  mnsby  stool ; 
urine  increased  and  of  a  pale  color. 

Jan.  1. — Took  30  grains  of  the  third  trituration  of  tbe  oil,  pre- 
pared from  the  2d  decimal  dilution,  at  11  a.  h.  2  p.  ».,  have  had  a 
constant,  dull  pain  in  tbe  right  umbilicus,  twice  the  pains  were  severe 
and  of  a  cutting  obaracter  ;  eructations  of  air.  9  p.  m.,  dull  frontal 
headache.  Have  bad  frequent  rumbling  pains  in  the  bowels,  with 
dull  aobing  distress  in  the  lumbar  re^on ;  twice  had  a  nnmber  of 
sharp,  stabbing  pains  in  the  region  of  the  left  ludney,  passing  from 
left  to  right.  All  the  evening  drawing  pains  in  the  elbow  and  meta- 
«arpal  hopes  of  the  right  arm  and  hand  ;  dull  puns  in  the  knees. 

Jan.  2 — Feeling  well,  took  40  grains  at  8  a.  h.  12  u.,  in  two 
hours  after  taking  the  medicine  I  had  sudden  colic-like  piuna  in  the 
umbilical  region  whilo  walking,  with  dull  pains  in  the  lower  dorsal 
T-egion,  and  loud  singing  in  the  right  ear  ;  for  two  hours  have  had  dull 
pains  in  the  left  hypogastrium  and  umbilicus.  Took  40  grains.  1  p. 
H.,  severe  sticking  pains  in  the  region  of  the  right  kidney.  9  p.  k„ 
have  been  excessively  languid  all  day,  with  great  depression  of  spir- 
its. Smarting  of  the  eyes  all  the  afternoon  and  evening ;  frequent, 
dull  pains  in  the  left  umbilical  region;  cons  tantieysre  aching  distress 


ID  the  nbole  dorsal  region,  more  on  the  right  aide.    No  stool  to  day ; 
uriD«tad  28  ouoces  darfcbolitfeiJ; ''^h«koiitiiW28=. 

Jan.  3. — Awoke  with  a  dull  pain  in  the  forehead  and  right  eye  ; 
slight  agglutination  of  the  cyc-lids  ;  rough  feaiing  in  the  pharjns  ; 
very  languid.  7  a.  m.,  took  75  grains.  In  half  an  hour  dull  paina  in 
the  hypogastrium,  followed  by  a  dark  colorsd,  hard,  lumpy  stool.  10 
p.  M.,  dull  fronlal  headache,  with  smarting  of  the  cyerj ;  dull  pains  in 
the  umbilicus  ;  aching  distress  of  the  whole  dorsal  region.  At  ii  p. 
M,,  feeling  greatly  prostrated,  no  ambition  to  move  ;  frequent  disposi- 
tion to  yawn  ;  great  aching  distress  in  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  regions  ; 
arms  and  legs  ache  severely,  9  p.  m.,  same  symptoms ;  urinated  40 
ounces.     Thermometer  20°. 

Jan.  4. — Natural  stool,  followed  by  severe  neuralgia  of  .the  anus, 
with  tenesmus. 

•Tan.  5. — Natural  stool  at  8  a.  m.  12  m,,  loose  stool.  Loose  stool 
on  the  6th. 

My  friend.  Prof.  E.  M.  Hale,  sent  me  3S0  grains  of  the  dried 
becb.  I  made  an  infaeion  of  it  by  putting  the  wttole  qtuuttity  Mst 
iato  one  qnart  of  water  and  boiled  it  down  one-balfi 

Jan.  8. — Took  one  mmee  cf  the  Infusion  at  8  a.  h.  12  v.,  iligfal 
distress  in  the  umbilical  region.  Took  two  ounoes.  'i  t.  h.,  frequent 
dnil  puns  in  the  umbilical  region,  with  a  feeling  in  the  anas  as  if  it 
bad  been  torn  ;  this  was  m  prominent  symptom,  and  lasted  all  day.- 
Rougbness  of  the  pharynx.  10  p.  m.,  hare  bad  frequent  diatreBa  in 
ibe  ambitious,  with  bard,  aching  distress  in  the  whole  dorsal  region. 
Took  two  ounoes  ;  urinated  49  ounces,  pale  eolor. 

Time.  Barometer.         Thennometer.       Wecth«r. 

7i  o'clock.  ■  -  -        30,12  I  F.  9.    R.  11  |  Clear, 

12      •'  ...         30.20  I       15  8  I      " 

3      ■'  ...         30.22  I       17  7  j      ■■ 

6      "  ...         30.22  I      18  7  I      " 

Jan.  9. — Awoke  at  4  a.  h.,  with  great  desire  to  urinate ;  voided 

13  ounces  ;  dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions,     8  a.  h.,  took 

three  ounces.     2  p.  m.,  sharp,  cutting  pains  in  the  epigastric  region 

every  few  minutes,  followed  by  dull  pains.    6  p.  m.,  mushy,  stool; 

dnil  distress  in  the  whole  dorsal  region.     9  p.  h.,  pains  in  the  bips 

when  walking;    urinated  6.^  ounces,  pale   color,  turns  blue  litmus 

paper  red,  but  cannot  detect  albumen  in  it  wiih  heat  or  nitric  aoid. 

Tima,  Baronusler.         TbemiDmeter.        WmUwi. 

7i  o'clock,           -          -           ■  30.20  I  F.  13  R.    8  |  Clear. 

12      '■                ...  30,16         ao          1  [Cloudy. 

3      •'               -         -          -  80.U  I       33          II      ■• 

6      '•               ...  30.15 1       32          1  I      " 
Rained  all  the  afternoon. 
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Jan.  10. — Had  a  restless  night,  but  no  pain  ;  feeling  langaid,  with 
aching  distress  in  all  the  large  joints ;  no  stool  to-day  ;  so  situated  I 
could  not  measure  the  urine  to-day,  but  it  was  much  leaa  to-day  than 
yesterday.     Rainy  day. 

Jan.  11. — Aching  of  all  the  joints,  with  grei^t  despondency  ;  nat- 
ural stool.     Rainy  to-day. 

Jan.  12. — Awoke  with  a  dull  headache,  with  aching  di9tresi?  in  all 
the  large  joints ;  bad  taste  in  the  mouth.  Languid,  rainy  d|iy«  Some 
symptoms  every  morning  for  three  days. 


EBYNaiTJM    AaUATIGXJM. 


PEOVINO  BY  DR.  C.  H.  COGSWELL, 
(Student  of  Hahnemann  College  and  Member  of  the  N.  W,  Pnnert^  Associatum.) 

The  prover  is  of  a  moto-bilious  temperament,  mild  disposition, 
general  good  health,  habits  regular,  student  of  medicine,  attending 
from  five  to  six  lectures  daily,  rest  of  the  time  engaged  in  study  ;  live' 
on  food  not  highly  seasoned,  three  meals  daily ;  sleep  very  well, 
usually  eight  hours  in  twenty-four ;  take  but  little  exercise,  except  in 
going  to  and  from  lectures  and  meals. 

Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  22,  1865. — Beautiful  weather,  warm  and  dry 
atmosphere ;  no  prevailing  epidemic  or  endemic  diseases.  Com- 
menced proving  the  drug  Eryngium  aquaticum  by  taking  ten  drops  of 
the  tincture  half  an  hour  previous  to  each  meal,  also  before  retiring 
for  the  night.  Began  taking  it  in  the  morning  of  the  23d.  About 
11  o'clock,  frequent  desire  to  urinate  ;  stinging,  burning  paics  in  the 
urethra  behind  the  glans  penis  during  urination ;  the  urine  of  a  light* 
ish  red  color,  rather  deficient  in  amount.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  severe 
pain  in  the  left  groin  and  testicle,  worse  during  exercise,  also  a  slight, 
dull  pain  in  the  lumbar  region ;  previous  to  retiring,  urine  rather 
darker,  with  the  symptoms  in  the  urethra  more  marked;  slept  w^ll 
during  the  night. 

Nov.  24. — On  rising  in  the  morning,  a  thick,  yellowish,  tenacious 
mucus  in  the  mouth  ;  appetite  partially  wanting,  though  restored  upon 
the  sight  of  food  ;  pain  in  the  left  groin  and  testicle  still  continuing. 
Took  the  drug  the  same  as  the  day  previous. 

Nov.  25.-^Took  the  last  of  the  medicine  before  retiring ;  rather 
wakeful  during  the  night. . 

Nov.  26.— Feeling  of  weakness,  and  heavy,  dragging  pain  in  the 
lumbar  region.     In  the  afternoon  took  a  long  walk,  returned  feeling 

24 
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very  tired,  especially  in  the  lumbar  region  ;  heavy,  disagreeable 
sensation  in  the  groin,  perhaps  due  to  the  walk.  Took  no  medicine 
the  following  day. 

Nov.  27. — Obtained  moro  of  the  drug  and  took  fifteen  drops  half 
an  hour  after  breakfast.  About  11  o'clock,  while  sitting  in  the  lecture 
room,  felt  a  heavy,  dull  pain  in  the  mastoid  portion  of  the  temporal 
bone,  and  passing  through  to  the  opposite  side  ;  also  pain  in  the  pos- 
terior portion  of  the  neck,  of  a  rheumatic  character ;  cervical  muscles 
slightly  stiff,  and  sore  on  motion  ;  head  moved  with  difficulty.  Took 
fifteen  drops  before  dinner.  Pain  in  the  head  still  remaining ;  thoughts 
rather  confused,  could  not  concentrate  them  upon  any  subject  without 
much  exertion.  6  p.  m.,  took  fifteen  drops.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  slight  nausea,  with  drawing,  cramping  pains  in  the  stomach, 
also  a  heavy  compressing  pain  between  the  shoulders  ;  slight  perspi- 
ration of  a  disagreeable  odor,  resembling  that  of  urine. 

Nov.  28. — Had  severe  colic-like  or  cramping  pain  in  the  small 
intestines  ;  early  in  the  morning  a  sensation  of  weight  or  heaviness 
in  the  stomach;  tongue  and  fauces  very  dry,  with  insipid  taste  in  the 
mouth ;  dull,  dragging  pain  in  occiput,  neck  and  shoulders ;  expanding 
^euBation  in  frontal  region  above  the  eyes,  increased  by  stooping ; 
bruising,  tearing  pain  about  the  ears,  as  if  they  were  being  torn  from 
their  location  ;  pain  in  the  occiput  disappeared  about  11  o'clock  a.  m., 
but  became  more  severe,  extending  downward,  forward  into  the  eyes, 
causing  a  partial  dimness  of  vision  or  blur  before  the  eyes  ;  exercise, 
or  the  least  excitement,  increases  the  pain  ;  scalp  sore  to  the  touch  ; 
combing  the  hair  causes  pain  ;  restless,  uneasy,  frequently  changing 
position  ;  flashes  of  heat  passing  through  the  system  ;  slight  erethism 
of  the  nervous  system  ;  a  hot,  burning  pain  in  the  stomach  and  oesoph- 
agus on  taking  the  medicine ;  bowels  constipated,  dark  brown  color, 
rather  dry,  and  very  hard  ;  tenesmus  at  stool ;  fseces  seem  to  cut  as 
they  pass  through  the  anus  ;  sensation  of  urine  remaining  in  the  ure- 
thra, of  a  burning,  smarting  character,  but  of  normal  temperature  and 
not  of  a  corrosive  nature.  Amount  of  urine  passed  in  twenty-four 
hours  was  twenty-six  ounces,  slightly  acid  in  reaction  ;  specific  gravity 
1016,  containing  882,11  grains  solid  matter  ;  urine  of  a  lightish  red 
or  amber  color  when  boiled;  a  white  flocculent  sediment  found  in  the 
bottom  of  the  vessel  after  standing  a  few  hours. 

Nov.  29. — Pain  in  the  head  less  severe,  but  worse  in  the  neck 
and  between  the  shoulders;  erratic  pains  all  over  the  body  in  the  mus- 
cular tissue  during  the  day  ;  loss  of  energy ;  very  nervous  in  the 
evening,  unable  to  remain  in  one  position  ;  very  sober  and  depressed 
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in  spirits  ;  nausea,  followed  hj  acid  eractations  about  noon.  Partial 
anorexia ;  no  desire  for  particnkr  kinds  of  food.  Stopped  taking  the 
drug  in  the  moruing. 

Nov.  30. — Frontal  headaclie  on  risiog ;  awoke  earlier  than  usual ; 
thick,  tenacious,  disagreeable  mnons  in  the  mouth  ;  erratic  pains  in 
the  trunk  and  upper  extremities  ;  beaTj,  dragging  pain  in  the  stom- 
ach ;  smarting,  burning  sensation  in  the  &uoes. 

Commenced  takiug  the  drug  Deo.  11,  for  the  second  time.  Took 
one  hundred  and  fifty  drops  per  day.  Previous  to  taking  the  drug, 
free  from  all  pain.  Acid  eructations  following  each  meal,  and  con* 
tinning  some  little  umo.  but  after  taking  it  the  second  time  tbia  symp- 
tom ceased  and  remained  absent  during  the  proving. 

Deo.  13. — Bowels  oonatipated,  without  an  evaonatiou  fir  two  or 
three  days ;  felt  no  uneasiness  on  this  account,  and  it  was  more  an 
act  of  the  will  than  necessity  to  evacuate  the  bowels  then.  Decrease 
in  quantity  of  nrine  ;  transient  rheiiinatio  pains  in  the  left  shoulder 
and  arm,  alsoright  wrist  and  hand  ;  dull,  aching  pain  in  frontal  region, 
especially  over  the  left  eye,  on  the  14th. 

Dec.  15. — After  the  second  dose,  aevere  pain  in  frontal  region 
sufficient  to  cause  dimness  of  sight ;  not  able  to  think  ateadilj  on  any 
one  subject ;  severe  pain  over  left  eye  of  a  tearing  or  boring  nature. 

Dec.  16. — The  mucus  membrane  of  the  larynx  seemed  thickened 
so  that  it  provoked  a  short,  hacking  cough  and  a  small  expectoration 
of  mucus  of  thick  stringy  conaiatency  and  light  yellow  color.  It 
mostly  came  from  the  larynx.  A  slight  dyspncea,  as  if  clothing  was 
too  tight  ;  choking  in  the  throat  upon  slight  pressure. 

Deo.  17. — Increased  the  dose  from  forty  drops  to  half  an  ounce. 
No  particular  change  in  the  symptoms,  except  a  continual  dull,  heavy 
pain  in  the  frontal  poition  of  the  brain.  Eyes  irritated  by  strong 
light,  producing  a  smarting,  burning  sensation,  with  a  heavy,  aching 
pain,  a  dull  expression  of  the  eyes,  and  great  inclinaUoo  to  sleep 
mnch  of  the  time.  Concentration  of  mind  caused  a  heavy,  full  pain 
if  persisted  in.  Very  nervous  and  uneasy,  moving  about  continually. 
Took  three  doaes  of  half  an  ounce  each  duriug  the  day.  Very  dull 
at  night,  and  not  ao  restleaa  ;  slept  well  during  the  night ;  awoke  in 
the  morning  with  colic  like  pains  in  the  bowela  ;  smarting,  raw  pain 
in  left  side  of  the  throat,  with  dry  tongue,  and  thick  yellow  mucus  was 
ejected  from  the  mouth,  which  increased  the  smartiag  in  the  throat ; 
a  hoUowness  or  emptiness  in  the  stomach,  accompanied  by  a  heavy, 
dragging  pain  ;  reading  or  writing  caused  a  hard,  heavy  pain  in  the 
forehead,  which  waa  increased  by  stooping. 
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.  Dec.  18. — Proqueot  desiro  to  urinate  which  passes  o&  drop  hj 
drop  for  a  few  minutes,  with  a  alight  tiDgling  near  the  meatus  nriaa- 
rins.  Slept  well  during  the  night,  but  arose  in  the  morniugwithduU, 
heavy  pain  in  the  head. 

Dee  19. — Pain  in  the  bead  increased  by  lowering  it  or  thinking 
intently  upon  any  subject;  pain  mostly  located  in  the  frontal  region. 
and  more  particularly  over  the  left  eye,  of  a  sharp,  shooting  charac- 
ter, and  when  sitting  in  a  stooping  posture  it  would  leave  the  eyo  and 
paaa  into  the  neck  and  along  the  muscles  to  the  shoulder,  andheneath 
the  scapula,  where  it  would  remain  for  some  time.  Muscles  of  the 
eyes  felt  sliff,  and  caused  pain  on  turning  them  quickly  ;  eyes  senai- 
tivo  to  a  strong  light,  and  slightly  congested  at  times,  especially  when 
looking  at  a  strong  light  or  walking  in  a.  bright  sunlight ;  pulse  about 
ninety ;  muscles  of  the  neck  were  sore,  on  turning  the  head  quickly ;  ■ 
pressure  caused  a  hard,  heavy  pain. 

Deo.  SO, — Cramping,  colic-like  pains  in  the  abdomen  i  heavy,. 
dragging  pain  in  the  stomach  during  the  night ;  constipation  still  con- 
tinues ;  pains  in  the  head  and  neck  less  severe,  but  not  entirely  gone ; 
great  inclination  to  sleep  much  of  the  time,  especially  in  tbe  afternoon. 

Dec,  21. — Very  cold  but  clear  in  the  morning  ;  pain  in  the  head 
and  neck  increased  iu  intensity,  severe  when  stooping  or  when  turning 
the  head  quickly;  burning  pain  in  the  eyes,  they  feel  heavy  and 
are  slightly  congested,  squinting  on  exposure  to  a  strong  light ;  sharp, 
piercing  pain  in  the  bowels,  feel  bloated,  but  not  visible  on  inspec- 
tion, feel  heavy  while  walking  and  are  sore  on  preaaure. 


lutiiu  flf  ^Auiui. 


VAKIOLA. 


Having  been  requested  to  report  ou  this  subject  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Michigan  Horaceopathio  Institute,  I  shall  make  a  sum- 
mary review  of  this  most  repugnant  disease.  I  have  had  many  eaaea 
of  it  under  my  care  within  the  last  two  years, 

Small-poz  may  be  thus  defined  :  A  fever  commencing  with  nau- 
sea, headache,  pain  in  the  back,  and  general  lassitude  ;  followed,  on 
h«  third  or  fourth  day,  by  an  eruption  on  the  skin  of  pimples,  more 
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or  less  extensively  diffosed,  trhich/  in  the  cf6iirfi6  of  a  Week,  ivfiame 
and  suppurate,  aecompanied  in  many  instances  by  siinilar  "aff^diibMtf 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  and  mouth  ;  in  'some  by  swelling 
and  inflammation  of  the  subjacent  cellular  ihembrane,  and  occasioti- 
ally  by  affection  of  the  nervous  system.  The  several  kinds  of  small 
pox  which  have  been  described  by  authors,  have  reference,  first,  to 
the  nature  of  the  accompanying  fever ;  second,  to  the  quantity  and 
aspect  of  the  eruption;  third,  to  the  concomitant  and  superadded 
symptoms.  The  following  are  the  principal  varieties  of  small-pdk 
mentioned  by  the  best  authors  : 

The  distinct,  when  the  pustules  admit  of  being  counted,  being 
placed  at  such  a  distance  from  each  other  as  not  to  coalesce,  even 
when  fully  matured.  It  is  called  confluent  when  the  pimples  are  so 
closely  set  as  to  run  into  each  other  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  of 
inflammation.  The  terms  c/t^/ere<^,  coherent,  or  corymbose  small-pox 
is  applied  to  that  form  of  the  disease  where  the  pimples  are  confluent 
in  patches,  the  patches  being,  however,  separated  by  intervals  of 
unaffected  skin.  Small-pox  is  said  to  be  semi-confluent,  when  the 
papulsd  are  so  far  separated  from  each  other  that  they  do  not  coalesce 
generally  until  the  full  period  of  pustulation.  The  anomalous,  under 
which  head  are  included  complication  with  affection  of  the  brain,  with 
affection  of  the  chest,  with  diarrhoea  or  dysentery.  Malignant, — 
The  distinctive  character  of  this  truly  formidable  variety  has  been 
acknowledged  in  all  ages.  To  the  usual  phenomena  of  the  disease  are 
superadded  those  which  indicate  a  dissolved  or  putrescent  state  of 
the  blood.  This  implication  of  the  fluids  of  the  body  gives  to  the 
fimall-pox  a  character  well  designated  by  the  word  malignant.  The 
term  petechial  is  equally  appropriate. 

Small-pox  attacks  both  children  and  adults.  It  is  a  highly  conta- 
gious malady,  spreading  very  rapidly  among  those  unprotected  by  vac- 
cination, and  among  masses  of  men,  hence  its  presence  on  board  of 
ships  or  in  camps  is  especially  to  be  feared. 

The  chief  symptoms  of  the  stage  of  invasion  are  chills,  fever  and 
pain  in  the  back,  afSough  none  of  these  are  pathognomonic.  The  fever 
runs  very  high  and  exacerbates  toward  evening.  The  pain  in  the 
back  is  very  severe,  and  especially  so  in  grave  cases ;  there  are  also 
nausea,  vomiting,  headache,  and  great  restlessness.  All  the  symp- 
toms subside  at  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth  "day,  when  an  eruption 
shows  itself  on  the  lips  and  forehead,  extending  to  the  trunk,  and 
from  thence  to  the  extremities. 

At  first  the  eruption  has  the  appearance  of  papules,  but  on  the 
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seoond  and  third  daj  the  coarse  spots  undergo  a  decided  change.  At 
the  top  of  each  pimple  appears  a  vesicle,  which  graduallj  becomes 
larger  and  fills  up  with  a  milky  fluid,  in  short,  becomes  a  pustule. 
By  the  fifth  or  sixth  day  this  change  has  been  fully  accomplished,  and 
the  pustules  are  spheroidal  and  lose  the  umbilioated  look  which  they 
had  while  forming.  On  the  eighth  day  matter  begins  to  ooze  from 
their  edges,  and  a  secondary  fever  sets  in,  lasting  for  three  or  four 
days,  until,  indeed,  all  the  pustules  are  broken.  Now  crusts  form 
where  there  had  previously  been  pustules,  and  as  the  crusts  dry  and 
fall  off  the  skin  beneath  is  seen  to  be  of  a  red  color,  fading  gradually, 
and  here  and  there  are  noticed  those  scars  and  pits  which  the  patient 
carries  during  the  remainder  of  life. 

While  the  process  of  maturation  is  going  on,  the  features  are 
observed  to  be  greatly  swollen  ;  the  eyes  may  be  hidden  from  view, 
the  nose  and  lips  are  tumid.  The  patient  complains  of  tension  of  the 
skin,  and  not  unfrequently  of  sore  throat  and  of  a  steady  flow  of 
saliva  from  the  throat.  The  secondary  fever  is  very  violent.  In 
fatal  cases  death  will  generally  take  place,  in  malignant  small-pox, 
about  the  third  day,  or  in  the  confluent,  at  the  time  of  suppurative 
fever. 

The  diagnosis  is  generally  very  easy  after  the  eruption  has  made 
its  appearance,  but  before  then,  it  is  always  doubtful,  unless  we  are 
well  aware  of  the  infection.  In  the  malignant  small-pox,  the  diag- 
nosis is  difficult  and  sometimes  impossible  even  after  the  eruption  has 
made  its  appearance.  I  will  relate  one  case  I  saw  a  year  ago,  as  an 
example. 

Case, — A  middle  aged  woman  was  taken  very  ill  one  night,  with 
vomiting,  very  high  fever,  puffed  countenance,  sore  throat,  and  great 
anxiety  and  restlessness.  Next  morning  there  appeared  an  eruption 
all  over  the  body  closely  resembling  scarlatina.  Her  daughter,  eight 
years  of  age,  was  taken  sick  in  a  similar  but  not  so  severe  a  way.  In 
a  few  days  an  eruption  made  its  appearance  on  her,  not  scarlatina,  but 
confluent  small-pox.  The  mother  felt  no  relief  after  the  eruption 
came  out,  but  continued  growing  worse  from  hour  to  hour.  The  erup- 
tion  began  to  assume  a  purple  color,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  third 
day.  The  daughter  went  through  her  course  of  small-pox  very  regu- 
larly and  recovered.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  second  case  occurring  at 
the  same  time,  a  correct  diagnosis  would  have  been  impossible.  Here 
both  cases  were  infected  with  tho  same  poison.  In  the  one,  where 
the  blood  was  in  a  normal  condition,  the  vitality  reacting  with  the 
proper  force,  the  disease  ran  its  natural  course  ;  while  in  the  other. 
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instead  of  the  proper  action  to  bring  out  and  develop  the  disease,  the 
vitality  of  the  patient  failed,  the  blood  became  deoompoaed,  itifihrine 
broken  down,  and  the  disease  assumed  the  character  of  purpura 
hanioirhagica. 

This  event  may  ooour,  no  matter  what  the  invading  eruptive  dis- 
ease may  be,  or  sometimea  ivitbout  eaoh.  I  have  seen  eases  during  ' 
an  epidemic  of  measles,  run  the  same  course  ;  scarlatina  likewise, 
and  most  frequently  we  do  not  know  of  what  oharaoter  the  invading 
disease  may  be.  We  may  perhaps  then  call  it  spotted  fever  or  pur- 
pura heemorrhagica,  but  the  pathological  state  of  the  system  remains 
the  same.     We  have  a  case  of  blood  poisoning. 

Now  to  speak  of  Varioloid,  or  modified  smaU-pox.  1  do  not  believe 
that  in  its  nature  it  is  a  different  disease  from  the  small'pox,  only 
being  milder,  because  it  cannot  take  sufficient  hold  of  the  system  on 
account  of  previous  vaccination.  I  have  known  persons  unprotected 
by  vaccination  to  take  confluent  smallpox  from  persons  having  only  a 
a  mild  attack  of  varioloid,  and  vice  versa. 


We  can  place  very  little  reliance  on  reports  of  the  success  of  vari- 
ous kinds  of  treatment  of  variola,  since  they  seldom  state  if  the 
patient  had  ever  been  successfully  vaccinated.  No  matter  hew  severe 
the  symptoms  may  apparently  set  in,  even  threaten  to  become  conflu- 
ent on  the  first  or  second  day  of  the  eruption,  if  the  patient  has  ever 
been  successfully  vaccinated,  and  seems  to  recover  exceedingly  well, 
we  cannot  ascribe  the  result  to  any  special  treatment.  It  is  therefore 
necessary,  if  we  wish  to  experiment,  or  make  any  deduction  as  to  the 
comparative  results  of  difierent  treatment,  that  we  be  perfectly 
assured  that  the  patient  has  never  been  vaccinated,  and  the  symptoms 
indicate  that  he  will  have  a  fair  shore  of  the  eruption,  sufficient  to 
distinguish  the  case  as  genuine  small-poz  ;  since,  also,  non -vaccinated 
persons  may  takevarioloid,  and  not  leave  a  pit  on  their  faces.  I  have 
seen  such  cases. 

The  principal  points  to  be  aimed  at  in  the  treatment  of  small-poz 
are  :  First,  to  moderate  the  scvurity  of  the  symptoms  as  much  as 
possible  ;  and  second,  to  prevent  tbc  face  from  becoming  marked. 
How  far  this  can  possibly  be  nccompHshcd,  I  shall  relate  as  far  as  my 
experience  extends. 

Sarracenia  purpurea. — I  first  made  use  of  this  remedy  in  a  case 
that  had  been  vanclnated  in  childhood.  Patient  was  about  30  years 
of  age.    Preliminary  fever  ran  very  high.     Gave  five  drops  of  the 
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mother  tincture  every  two  hours,  in  a  teaspoonfufof  water.  On  the 
tiiird  dkj  a  very  scant  viarioloid  eruption  made  its  appearance,  having 
Ho  more  than  a  dozen  pimples  on  the  face,  after  which  the  patient  was 
greatly  relieved,  and  in  a  few  days  more  he  was  convalescent. 

A  short  time  afterwards  I  gave  the  medicine  in  the  same  sized 
dose  to  a  boy  font  years  old  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  when  the 
eruption  was  just  breaking  out,  which  covered  the  whole  body  thickly. 
This  patient  took  the  medicine  regularly  ;  had  confluent  small-pox, 
but  recovered  well,  though  he  is  pitted  very  much.  The  disease  was 
not  modified  in  the  slightest  by  this  remedy.  The  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  this  is,  that  either  the  doses  were  too  small  or  too  large, 
or  the  drug  was  not  appropriate. 

Tartar  emetic  ointment,  mixed  with  one-half  croton  oil,  to  be  rub- 
bed on  the  breast,  has  been  recommended  for  small-pox,  to  moderate 
the  diseaise,  and  even  prevent  pitting.  I  tried  it  in  the  case  of  a  boy 
eleven  years  of  age,  who  had  never  been  vaccinated.  Bubbed  it  on 
the  breast  of  the  patient  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  eruption  and 
continued  to  do  so  every  day,  at  the  same  time  administered  Tartarus 
emeticus,  i  a  grain  to  a  glans  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  of  this  to  be 
given  once  in  an  hour.  The  ointment  did  not  vesicate  but  merely 
dried  up  the  small-pox  pustules  wherever  it  came  in  contact  with 
them.  Had  a  severe  attack  of  confluent  small-pox,  and  the  face 
remained  deeply  pitted. 

I  have  also  tried  Apis^  Mercurius,  Belladonna,  Hyoscyamus, 
Rhus  toxicodendron,  and  Cimicifuga,  accordingly  as  the  concomitant 
symptoms  would  demand.  But  the  patient  seemed  to  get  along  the 
best  with  Cimicifuga.  It  does  not  materially  alter  the  course  of  the 
disease,  but  seems  to  moderate  the  severity  of  the  symptoms.  Dose, 
five  drops  of  the  prime  tincture  to  a  glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful 
given  every  one  or  two  hours. 

Vaccinin  and  Variolin. — Dr.  Guenther  speaks  very  favorable  of 
these.  He  says  that  by  the  use  of  either  of  these  substances,  small- 
pox is  no  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  they  will  cut  the  disease  right  short 
in  whatever  stage  they  are  administered.  I  have  given  both  of  these 
in  a  great  many  cases  without  noticing  any  result  whatever.  But  can 
we  rely  on  the  triturations  or  any  other  preparation  of  these  substan* 
ces  ?  We  know  that  the  vaccine  virus  will  retain  its  virtue  only  a 
very  short  time  when  exposed  to  the  air.  How  old  are  these  first 
triturations  of  either  vaccinin  or  variolin  ?  Perhaps  twenty  years? 
Who  knows  ?  and  who  could  expect  any  virtue  to  reside  in  them  since 
the  crude   substance   itself  will  only  retain  its   power  a  very  short 


tim^.  Therefore  to  test  the  reality  of  the  assertions  made  ia  favor  or 
against  these  substaiices,  we  should  use  the  fresh  trituration,  prepared 
prepared  for  immedi&tc  use,  until  this  has  been  done,  we  cannot  speak 
foi"  or  against  them.  Lately  I  have  read  an  article  of  Dr.  Schneider. 
of  Magdeburgh,  who  has  given  Vaccine.  3d  dilution,  to  a  hundred  per- 
sons as  prophylactic  against  amall-pox.  On  36  of  those  it  produced 
a  pustular  eruption  more  or  less  extended  over  the  body. 

I  have  never  tried  the  external  application  ot  Iodine. 

I  have  frequently  painted  the  face  and  hands  of  small-pox  patients 
with  Collodion  to  prevent  pitting,  but  with  very  little  success. 
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I  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a 
"New  Prophylactic  Method  for  Small  Pox,"  giving  the  results  of 
experiments  made  by  myself,  and  for  parallel  investigations  referring 
to  No.  U5  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopatby. 

(I  must  here  apologize  for  the  meagerneas  of  the  details  which 
follow,  as  the  record  of  these  experiments,  made  nt  the  time  they 
were  instituted,  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  8th  of  October,  1S6&.) 

During  February  and  March  of  1864, 1  was  called  upon  to  vac- 
cinate upwards  of  two  hundred  adults  and  ohildreu.  Several  of  the 
latter  w.ere  of  such  delicate  and  susceptible  oonstitutions  that  I  feared 
troublesome  complaints  would  result  from  the  introduction  into  their 
systems  of  the  morbid  matter  that  would  necessarily  be  introduced 
by  the  use  of  the  vaccine  vims  in  the  ordinary  manner.  I  had,  and 
have  been  unable  to  produce  any  satisfactory  results  by  vaccinating 
with  cow  pox  lymph,  but  finding  that  I  must  use  the  latter  in  some 
mode  to  obviate  the  difficulties  that^I  knew  would  occur  in  the  use  of 
the  vaccine,  I  prepared  a  one-tenth  trituration  of  the  cow-pox  virus, 
and  administered  it  in  doses  of  one  grain  to  each  of  five  children. 
Owing  to  continued  and  unremitting  demands  upon  my  time  and 
attention,  I  was  unable  to  watch  the  progress  of  these  cases,  but 
learned  subsequently  from  the  parents  that  each  child  was  affected 
with  a  definitely  marked  fever,  and  also  in  each  a  development  of 
pocks  in  the  mouth  and  upon  the  lips.  This  encouraged  and  decided 
me  to  further  investigate  this  method  of  vaccination. 
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I  was  not  allowed  an  opportunity  to  so  do  till  in  Febrnaiy  of  1865. 
Daring  this  month  I  was  called  to  visit  some  twenty-eight  cases  of 
confluent  variola  and  five  of  varioloid.  (I  may  here  state  that  I  treated 
the  majority  of  these  cases  with  Sarracenia  purpurea,  a  limited  number 
with  vaccine  and  cow-pox  virus,  and  some  four  cases  with  Lachesis.) 
Results,  two  fatal  cases,  one  from  exposure  as  the  vesicles  were  being 
developed,  the  other  was  a  patient  that  came  under  my  care  after  he 
had  been  treated  some  ten  days  by  an  allopath.  I  considered  it  a  hope- 
less case  when  I  accepted  it.  The  others  recovered  speedily  and  e£fect- 
ually,  without  pock-marks,  I  have  recently  seen  some  of  the  patients 
who  were  most  seriously  a£fected,  and  could  find  no  trace  remaining  of 
this  most  loathsome  disease. 

While  the  epidemic  prevailed  the  people  were  so  overcome  by 
their  fears  that  I  was  compelled  to  vaccinate  all  applicants  in  the 
speediest  and  most  striking  manner.  Such  being  the  state  of  the 
public  mind,  I  determined  to  test  the  action  of  the  cow-pox  virus 
upon  myself.  I  was  vaccinated  when  but  six  months  of  age,  never 
re-vaccinated,  frequently  exposed  to  variola  and  varioloid,  but  never 
in  any  way  affected  thereby.  On  or  about  the  20th  of  February,  I 
took  the  contents  of  one  tube  of  cow-pox  lymph.  Within  sixty  hours 
I  was  nearly  prostrate  by  the  fever  this  induced.  Tonsils  and  sali- 
vary glands  became  tumefied  and  very  tender,  vesicles  gradually  but 
certainly  developed  in  mouth  and  throat,  in  fact,  through  the  whole 
intestinal  tract ;  about  one-half  dozen  appeared  upon  my  face,  but 
none  others  externally.  Diarrhoea  supervened,  discharges  being 
watery,  frothy,  of  a  greenish  color,  and  exceedingly  foetid.  I  was 
nnable  to  eat  or  rest,  being  in  constant  torment. 

On  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  I  took  lymph  from  the  vesicles  upon 
my  face  and  vaccinated  two  children  and  an  adult  woman,  in  families 
that  I  could  see  frequently.  It  worked  successfully  in  each  case, 
and  from  the   arm  of  one  I  took  a   scab    which  I  used    upon    several 

_  » 

others  with  like  results.  From  one  of  these  latter  a  scab  was  taken 
and  sent  by  me  to  an  Indian  settlement  on  the  shore  of  Saginaw  Bay 
by  which  a  number  of  Indians,  young  and  old,  were  vaccinated  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

By  midnight  of  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  my  sufferings  were 
intense,  agonizing.  My  condition  excited  serious  alarm  in  my  family, 
though  they  bad  no  knowledge  of  the  cause,  but  supposed  that  I  was 
affected  with  varioloid,  and  so  declared,  notwithstanding  my  frequent 
denials  that  such  was  the  case.  The  sjmptoms  at  this  time  were, 
intense,   rending  headache,    soreness  of  the    mouth   and   bowels,    as 
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before  described  ;  macoas  membrane  apparently  covered  with  vesi- 
cles. It  seemed  as  though  it  were  possible  to  trace  and  locate  every 
convolution  of  the  bowels  by  the  lines  of  intense  burning  pains  that 
passed  through  my  body.  Urine  scanty,  bloody  and  foetid.  Frequent 
watery  stools,  of  a  bloody,  greenish  hue,  exceedingly  foul  odor,  and 
passed  with  great  tenesmus.  Mind  gloomy,  desponding  and  oppressed 
by  a  sense  of  impending  dissolution.  This  symptom  determined  me 
to  end  the  proving  by  antidoting  the  virus  with  Lachesis.  I  felt  con- 
fident that  I  would  find  relief  in  this  manner,  for  this  symptom  had 
been  equally  prominently  developed  in  my  proving  of  this  drug. 
Hence  I  took  about  two  grains  of  the  sixth  decimal  trituration  of 
Lachesis.  Felt  relief  follow  in  the  course  of  one  hour,  and  fell  asleep, 
rested  quietly  some  four  hours,  (which  I  had  not  done  for  several 
days,)  and  awoke  relieved  of  the  diarrhoea.  Glands  less  swollen, 
fever  controlled,  and  condition  in  every  way  improved.  With  a  repeti- 
tion  of  the  dose  of  Lachesis  about  once  every  twelve  hours,  I  rapidly 
recovered. 

Since  then  I  have  not  attempted  to  furthei^  prosecute  the  experi- 
ment ;  I  intended  to  this  spring,  but  there  was  but  little  excitement 
in  the  community  upon  the  question  of  small-pox,  and  the  young  were 
suffering  under  so  many  other  disorders,  that  I  advised  those  that  did 
apply  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  to  postpone  that  operation. 
Hence  I  have,  this  season,  administered  the  virus  to  but  one  patient. 
(This  was  done  because  she  was  about  to  go  on  a  journey  to  the  East- 
ern States.)     It  operated  well. 

These  investigations  have  been  carried  on  independently,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  other  parties,  also  without  knowledge  on  my 
part  that  others  were  pursuing  the  same  course  and  with  like  results  ; 
for  the  authorities  that  I  had  been  able  to  consult  had  decided,  either 
that  the  morbid  products,  such  as  produced  in  hydrophobia,  variola, 
by  vaccination,  and  even  by  snake  (venomous)  bites,  when  taken  into 
the  mouth  and  stomach  were  rendered  nearly  or  quite  inert  by  the 
action  of  the  saliva  and  gastric  juice,  or  else  that  their  action  upon 
the  system  was  very  feeble,  not  of  that  positive  and  dangerous  char- 
acter developed  when  introduced  from  a  wound.  My  experience  with 
the  snake  poisons,  Lachesis  and  Crotalus  horridus,  (provings  of  which 
I  made,  and  from  knowledge  thus  gained,  I  have  made  frequent  and 
satisfactory  use  of  said  articles  in  my  practice,)  led  me  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  those  opinions.  From  doubts  I  proceeded  to  action 
with  results  as  hereinbefore  detailed. 
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DIPHTHZIIIA. 

MY  THOHtS  NICKOL  M.  D.,    OF  BELLVILLE,   O.  W., 

Ihmng  the  firet  qnaiter  of  this  quarter  of  thia  year  I  have 
mttMtiinl  twenty-two  cases  of  this  much  dreaded  disease,  and  as 
it  is  excitiug  some  attention  among  the  readers  of  the  Observer. 
I  will  give  an  account  of  the  malady  as  it  appeared  in  this 
r\yiolij  and  also  of  its  ti-eatment.  As  I  did  not  keep  detailed 
uutvs  of  each  iudividaal  case,  I  can  only  furnish  a  general 
Mcount  of  the  whole  series  of  cases,  and  the  absence  of  detailed 
notes  is  the  less  to  he  r^retted  as  the  caees  had  a  strong  resem- 
blftnce  to  each  other. 

During  the  summer  of  1865,  I  had  a  numher  of  cases,  the 
last  of  which  was  dismissed  towards  the  end  of  October,  and 
ewly  in  January,  1866,  the  disease  broke  out  afresh.  The 
attack  was  very  generally  ushered  in  hy  severe  chills,  followed 
by  high  fever  ;  sometimes  a  simple  chill ;  at  times  a  series  of 
slighter  chills  mingled  with  heat.  Frequently  the  parents 
would  suppose  that  the  child  was  having  a  "  common  cold," 
and  only  when  the  malignant  character  of  the  disease  became 
but  too  evident,  did  they  think  of  sending  for  medical  aid.  I 
found  that  when  patients  were  seen  during  the  chilly  stage,  the 
tonsils  and  fauces  were  dark  bluish  red,  but  the  redness  was 
very  different  from  the  cranberry  color"of  the  scarlatinal  sore 
throat.  During  the  febrile  stage,  the  throat  was  thickly  coated 
with  a  tough  albuminous  pseudo-membrane,  of  an  ashy  gray 
color,  but  sometimes  of  a  pure  white,  almost  like  plaster.  In 
former  epidemics  I  noted  that  the  membrane  was  deposited  in 
little  islands;  which  gradually  coalesced  till  the  whole  was  cov- 
ered, but  I  now  found  that  the  exudation  commenced  simul- 
taneously on  the  raucous  membrane  of  the  fauces  and  tonsils. 
In  thirteen  cases  the  disease  invaded  the  nasal  passages,  where 
it  appeared  as  a  pearly  white  membrane,  from  which  a  fetid 
sanies  exuded,  which  corroded  the  skin  of  the  upper  lip.  Seven 
cases  had  epistaxis,  more  or  less  copious ;  the  blood  presented 
the  aspect  of   prune-juice,  was  deprived  of  much  of  its  albu- 
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men,  and  was  consequently  almost  destitute  of  coagulating 
power.  In  four  cases  the  disease  crept  along  the  lachrymal  duct 
and  invaded  the  eyes,  which  became  red  and  inflamed,  after 
which  a  delicate  membrane  was  deposited.  In  six  cases  the  dis- 
ease invaded  the  internal  ear  through  the  eustachian  tube,  and  the 
suffering  was  then  very  severe.  The  most  dreaded  complication, 
however,  was  the  laryngeal,  forming  what  may  be  denominated 
diphtheritic  croup  ;  of  these  I  had  seven  cases.  Sometimes 
this  form  of  the  disease  commenced  with  a  slight  muffled 
cough,  which  gradually  got  worse  till  the  respiration  had  the 
steady  accompaniment  of  the  much-dreaded  hoarse  roar,  which 
irresistibly  reminds  one  of  a  wrathful  winter  sea — terrible  em- 
blem of  the  silent  voyage  which  those  who  are  the  light  of  our 
eyes  are  often  called  to  make. 

In  view  of  the  frightful  mortality  which  attends  all  treatment 
of  this  disease,  save  only  that  of  Hahnemann,  we  may,  in  the 
glowing  language  of  the  psalmist,  ^^  call  upon  our  souls  and  all 
that  is  within  us,  to  bless  His  holy  name"  for  the  gift  of  the 
simiKa.  Longfellow,  in  one  of  his  most  beautiful  poems, 
speaks  of  ^'  the  grief  which  must  have  way,*'  there  al^o  is  a  joy 
which  must  have  way  ;  for  my  little  son,  whom  I  hope  to  live 
to  see  a  warrior  in  the  hosts  of  the  similia,  and  my  little 
daughter,  not  less  loved,  were  both  among  the  worst  of  croup- 
ous patients,  and  both  were  saved  by  the  Lord's  own  law  of 
cure. 

To  return,  in  other  cases  the  patient  would  apparently  be 
doing  well  till  suddenly  the  hoarse  cough  bame  on,  and  then  iu 
a  single  hour  the  case  grew  almost  hopelesis.  It  mu^t  be  care- 
fully noted  that  diphtheritic  membrane  within  the  larynx  and 
trachea  presents  entirely  differeat  symptoms  from  loose  mem- 
brane lying  on  the  epiglottis.  When  I  first  came  in  contact 
with  diphtheria,  I  was  at  times  puzzled  to  distinguish  between 
these  two  cases,  and  they  can  only  be  distinguished  by  a  careful 
use  of  the  stethoscope.  In  the  first  case  you  can  readily  dis- 
tinguish the  churning  sound  of  the  membrane  in  the  larynx ; 
in  the  other  case  you  find  that  the  larynx  is  clear,  and  that  the 
membrane  lies  on  the  epiglottis,  from  which  it  pan  be  removed 
by  probang,  or  better  still,  by  the  finger  suitably  ciurved.   Philip 
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Ricord  says  that  cases  of  syphilis  in  the  female,  in  which  the 
speculum  uteri  ha9  notheen  used,  shall  he  to  him  as  if  they  had 
never  been  recorded,  and  similar  language  may  be  used  when 
speaking  of  diphtheretic  croup  and  the  stethoscope.  Of  course, 
I  assume  that  the  skillful  physician  will  use  Cammann's  stetho- 
scope, Ivhicli  shuts  out  all  sounds  except  those  which  it  conveys 
to  the  ears,  instead  of  the  old  ineffective  instrument,  which 
Abemathy  stigmatized  as  "  a  piece  of  wood  with  a  patient  at 
one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other/'  The  pseudo-membrane  was 
tough  and  elastic,  not  closely  adherent  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, which,  when  the  pseudo-membrane  was  removed,  was 
found  to  be  swollen  and  inflamed.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  pseudo-membrane  exudes  from  the  capillaries  of  the  mucous 
membrane ;  and  this  pseudo-membrane  is  reproduced  with 
remarkable  rapidity.  Remove  it  from  the  tiostrils  and  in  a  few 
hours  another,  equally  thick,  is  deposited.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  does  no  good  to  remove  it  by  force,  though 
it  is  a  favorable  sign  when  it  disappears  under  the  action  of  our 
remedies.  The  smell  from  the  mouth  and  nostrils  resembled 
that  of  half-putrid  flesh,  while  the  tongue  was  thickly  coated 
with  cream-colored  mucus,  studded  with  red  papillae.  During ' 
the  early  part  of  the  disease  the  face  was  red  and  flushed,  but 
as  it  advanced  the  face  was  pale  and  chilly,  especially  at  the 
tip  ot  the  nose.  Quite  a  characteristic  appearance  is  the  bluish 
color  of  the  face,  especially  of  the  forehead,  produced  appar- 
ently by  the  altered  character  of  the  blood.  So  marked  was 
this  symptom  that  I  could  perfectly  diagnose  the  disease  from 
it  alone.  Little  children  were  apt  to  swallow  the  membrane 
when  it  was  detached  by  coughing  or  otherwise,  and  this  fi^ 
quently  caused  nausea  and  sickness  at  the  stomach,  sometimes 
followed  by  vomiting.  In  cases  where  the  membrane  was  not 
rejected  by  the  stomach,  it  almost  invariably  disordered  the 
bowels,  causing  a  kind  of  diarrhoea,  and  on  inspecting  the  pas- 
sage, the  membrane  could  easily  be  detected.  The  appetite 
failed  at  the  first  onset  of  the  disease,  and  afterwards  the  pa- 
tient ate  but  little,  partly  from  diflSculty  of  deglutition  and 
partly  from  weakness  and  weariness.  The  urine  was  distinctly 
Mbuminous  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  I  found 


AMERICAN    HOMCEOPATHIC    OBSBBVKB.  376 

the  quantity  of  albumin  to  be  in  direct  ratio  to  the  severity  of 
the  disease.  It  is  well  known  that  albuminuria  accompanies 
scarlatina,  but  there  is  this  great  diflference,  that  the  albumina^ 
ria  comes  on  late  in  scarlatina,  while  it  comes  on  earlt/  in  diph- 
theria. As  the  patient  recovered,  the  membrane  became  thin- 
ner, and  the  remnants  of  it  were  frequently  .detached  in  a 
considerable  mass.  As  a  general  rule,  but  by  no  means  with- 
out exception,  the  severity  of  the  disease  was  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  membrane.  I  have  irequently  noticed  that 
diphtheria  aflfects  most  severely  people  residing  neai^  large 
bodies  of  water.  Thus,  in  my  former  location,  Simcoe,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  C.  W.,  the  disease  was  most  mal^nant  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  now  I  find  it  hovers  round  the  Bay 
of  Quinte  and  the  River  Maira. 

I  have  found  that  it  often  happens  that  a  large  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  can  be  cured  with  one  or  two  remer 
dies,  which  are  quite  unsuited  to  a  group  of  cases  which  come 
along  a  few  months  after,  so  that  if  the  physician  studies  the 
first  few  cases  carefully  he  finds  the  key  to  the  treatment  of  a 
number  more.  In  the  series  of  cases  I  have  just  described,  the 
remedies  used  were  Aconitum  napellus,  Mercurius  iodatus 
rubra  and  Sanguinarin.  The  Aconite  was  prepared  by  tritura* 
ting  20  drops  of  Lodge's  tinctm'e  with  100  grains  of  sugar  of 
milk  for  one  hour.  A  day  or  two  afterwai'ds  add  20  drops  to 
each  100  grains,  triturate  again  for  another  hour,  and  the  result 
is  a  remedial  agent  which  would  rejoice  the  heart  of  Hempel. 
The  Mercurius  iod.  rub.  was  the  2d  decimal  trituration.  It  m^y 
not  be  generally  known  that  though  there  is  no  mathematical 
difference  between  thfe  1st  centesimal  and  the  2d  decimal  tritr 
uration,  both  containing  the  100th  part  of  the  original  drug, 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  color,  and  also  in  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  preparations,  for  the  1st  centisimal  trituration  is 
a  faint  red  color,  while  the  2d  decimal  trituration  is  much 
rosier  in  hue  and  much  more  active  in  its  effects.  I  adminis- 
tered these  remedies  as  follows  :  Dissolve  two  grains  of  the 
Aconite  in  eight  tablespoonfuls  of  water,  give  a  teaspoonfui  at 
once,  and  follow  it  in  half  an  hour  with  half  a  grain,  of  the 
Mercurius  iodatus,    and  so  on  in  alternation.      As  the  disease 
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gave  way  I  lengthened  the  interval  to  one  hour,  and  afterwards 
to  two  or  two  and  a  half  hours.  The  treatment  of  laryngeal 
cases  Was  different,  and  the  remedy  was  Sanguinarin,  to  which 
I  was  guided  by  the  spmptoms  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis  in 
Jahr's  Symptomen-Codex,  Vol.  I,  page  732.  I  dissolved  half 
a  grain  of  pure  Sanguinarin  in  a  tablespoonful  of  good  vinegar, 
added  a  tablespoonful  of  water,  sweetened  it  with  white  sugar, 
and  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  this  every  half  hour,  with  an  occa- 
sional dose  of  the  inevitable  Aconite.  I  do  not  say  that  this  . 
treatmient  is  adapted  to  all  the  various  forms  of  diphtheria,  but 
it  certainly  Succeeded  well  with  me  for  all  my  twienty-two  cases 
were  cured,  though  some  of  th^  laryngeal  ones  were  almost 
hopeless  when  fir^t  seen. 

I  would  like  exceedingly  to  give  my  ideas  on  the  subject  of 
the  varieties  of  diphtheritic  membrane,  and  the  various  reme- 
dies adapted  to  theni,  but  will  reserve  this  as  the  subject  for 
another  paper. 

Spaking  of  the  diet  of  diphtheritic  patients.  Prof.  Helmuth 
says  t  "  Diphtheria  we  believe  to  be  essentially  an  albuminous 
condition  of  the  blood,  and  therefore  it  is  better  to  select  those 
articles  of  diet  which  are  known  to  contain  the  least  of  that 
substance."  (Helmuth  on  Diphtheria,  1st  edition,  p.  95.)  On 
this  point  I  cannot  agree  with  my  old  and  valued  teacher  of 
anatomy,  for  I  have  always  found  a  deficiency  of  albumen  in  the 
blood  and  a  superabundance  in  the  urine,  and  hence  my  views 
of  the  nature  of  diphtheria  are  diametrically  opposed  to  those 
of  Prof.  Helmuth,  and  of  course  I  gave  albuminous  food  to  a 
large  extent. 

I  am  aware  that  many  allopathic  physicians  of  this  part  of 
Canada,  as  well  as  those  of  other  parts,  deny  the  existence  of 
diphtheria,  and  speak  of  it  as  being  a  mere  invention  of  the 
homoeopathic  enemy.  To  this  I  reply  that  after  the  tliorough 
study  of  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject  by  Bretonneau, 
Guersant,  Trousseau,  Bouchut,  Empis,  Daviot,  Slade,  Green- 
how,  Helmuth  and  Ludlam,  and  ofter  having  seen  upwards  of 
six  hundred  cases  of  the  disease,  I  feel  myself  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  know  it  when  I  see  it.  My  own  opinion  is  that  many 
allopathic  physicians  do  not  know  it  when  they  see  it.     Permit 
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me  to  cite  a  case  in  point.  In  August,  .  1865,  I  was  called  in 
great  haste  to  see  a  little  boy,  aged  about  five,  who  had  been 
attended  by  two  eminent  allopathic  physicians  for  nine  days  for 
a  disease  which  they  diagnosed  to  be  pneumonia.  I  found  th^-t 
that  their  treatment  consisted  of  a  large  blister  which  went 
almost  around  the  chest,  of  nauseating  doses  of  Tartar  emetic, 
and  of  Opium  to  such  an  extent  that  he  remained  soporous  for 
^seventy-two  hours  after  he  came  under  my  care.  The  child  had 
apparently  but  a  few  hours  to  live.  The  bluish  color  of  the 
forehead  and  the  diphtheritic  membrane  protruding  from,  the 
nostrils  would  almost  justify  a  pathologist  in  asserting  the  dis- 
ease to  be  diphtheria  ;  but  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure  I 
auscultated  add  percussed  with  the  greatest  care,  and  decided 
that  though  there  was  undoubtedly  obstruction  to  the  respira- 
tion, that  no  pneumonia  was  present.  I  then  examined  the 
throat  and  found  it  lined  with  diphtheritic  membrane  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  slight  motion  of  the  spoon  in  examining 
caused  him  to  vomit  a  whole  saucer  full.  I  commenced  the 
treatment,  and  after  fifteen  days'  attendance  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  dismissing  my  little  patient  cured.  I  could  relate  a  score  of 
such  incidents  illustrative  of  the  fact  that  allopathic  physicians 
have  not  a  monopoly  of  pathology,  and  homoeppathists  know  a 
little  of  that  same  science,  but  the  above  will  suffice. 


BAPTISIA    IN    FEVEB. 


Presented  to  ths  Michigan  Institute  of  Homoeopathy ^  by  E,  M,  Hale, 

M.D.^of  Chicago,  June  19,  1866. 

The  value  of  Baptisia  in  fever  is  not  yet  fully  appreciated. 
It  has  already  a  large  popularity  with  the  homoeopathists,  but 
not  to  the  extent  which  its  powers  demand.  lis  :iot  a  general 
specific  in  any  type  of  fever,  but  like  all  other  remedies,  has 
its  own  peculiar  sphere  of  action,  which  lies  in  a  certain  patho- 
logical condition,  represented  by  certain  symptoms. 

In  the  second  edition  of  "  New  Remedies"  these  conditions 
and  symptoms  are  quite  fully  given,  but  since  that  article  was 
written  I  have  had  several  cases  of  fever,  and  in  all  of  them  its 
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curative  virtues  were  exhibited  so  promptly  that  a  [mention  of 
the  cases  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

There  was  no  epidemic  fever  in  this  city  in  the  spring  of 
1866,  until  about  the  first  of  June,  when  it  appeared  in  the 
form  of  a  bilious  -remittent,  with  a  tendency  to  a  typhoid  con- 
dition. The  seven  cases  which  came  under  my  care  in  the  first 
two  weeks  of  June  were  all  of  nearly  the  sanje  character.  They 
were  ushered  in  with  a  chill,  followed  by  fever,  with  severe  ach- 
ing in  the  muscular  portions  of  the  body.  Pulse  ranged  from 
100  in  a.  m.,  to  125,  and  hard,  in  the  evening.  The  pain  in 
the  head  was  not  acute,  but  a  dull,  bruised  ache.  The  whole 
body  felt  as  if  bruised  and  lame.  Tongue  dry,  brown,  or  with 
a  red  dry  middle.  Faintness  on  rising,  giddiness  and  severe 
nausea ;  a  good  deal  of  thirst ;  bitter  nauseous  taste  in  the 
mouth ;  sinking  sensation  in  the  stomach ;  diarrhoea,  with 
some  pain  and  soreness  in  the  bowels ;  the  evacuations  light 
yellow  or  brown,  thin  and  watery.  The  odor  of  the  breath  was- 
not  very  disagreeable,  nor  were  the  faeces  very  foetid.  The  urine 
was  usually  veiy  high-colored  and  scanty. 

The  first  case  that  came  under  treatment  was  given  Baptisia 
and  Bryonia  in  alternation,  and  terminated  with  a  profuse  sweat 
on  the  fifth  day. 

In  the  other  cases  the  Baptisia  was  given  alone.  A  few  drops 
of  the  first  decimal  dilution,  in  half  a  glass  of  water,  a  dessert 
spoonful  to  be  given  every  two  hours.  All  these  cases  termina- 
ted on  the  fourth  day  of  the  fever,  except  one,  and  that  on  the 
third.  In  less  than  twenty-four  hours  after  commencing  the 
Baptisia  the  dryness  of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  the  sensation  of 
soreness  in  the  muscles,  and  the  heat  of  the  skin,  was  notably 
relieved. 

On  making  inpuiries  relative  to  the  intensity  and  duration  of 
the  fever  under  allopathic  treatment,  I  have  ascertained  that 
some  cases  were  quite  severe,  and  lasted  fourteen,  and  even 
twenty-one  days.  In  two  cases,  under  homoeopathic  treatment, 
with  Aconite  and  Bryonia,  the  fever  continued  twelve  days. 

From  the  above  observations  and  experience  we  have  every 
reason  to  conclude  that  the  action  of  Baptisia  is  emine  tly 
beneficial  in  some  forms  of  continued  fever  ;  that  it  is  superior 
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to  most  other  medicines  ;  and  that  it  really  has  the  power  of 
arresting  a  continued  fever,  preventing,  perhaps,  the  access  of  a 
typhoid  condition. 

My  success  has  been  so  uniform  with  the  low  dilutions  that  I 
have  not  tried  the  higher. 


DIOSCOREA    VILLOSA. 


BT  E.  M.  HALE,  M.  O. 


Dr.  J.  C.  Peterson  writes  as  follows  concerning  the  beneficial 
effects  of  the  Dioscorea  villosa  in  dysentery  :  **  During  the  past  sum- 
mer and  fall  we  have  had  considerable  dysentery.  Many  cases  were 
seized  at  the  onset  with  violent,  cutting,  lacinating  pains  in  the  bow- 
els, that  elicited  shrieks  from  the  patient.  In  all  such  cases  I  gave 
Dioscorea  villosa  3d,  with  the  happiest  results,  never  having  to  resort 
to  the  fourth  dose.  The  case  would  be  completed  with  Baptisia  tinc- 
toria,  Cuprum  aceticum,  Leptandrin,  Arsenicum  or  Hydrastis  cana- 
densis, either  singly  or  two  in  alternation." 

Dr.  C.  A.  Williams  reports  the  following  case  :     "  Mr. ,  aged 

60,  subject  to  severe  attacks  of  chole^'a  morbus,  with  vomiting,  diar- 
rhoea, painful  cramps  in  the  stomach,  bowels  and  extremities,  from 
which,  under  allopathic  treatment,  with  opiates,  etc.,  he  would  not 
recover  for  several  days.  I  was  called  in  at  night  to  see  him,  after 
an  attack  had  lasted  about  an  hour.  He  was  suffering  intensely  from 
the  usual  symptoms,  and  he  supposed  he  was  to  have  an  illness  of 
several  days  duration.  Wishing  to  test  the  alleged  virtues  of  Dios- 
corea, I  gave  him  about  two  grains  of  the  tV  trituration  every  fifteen 
minutes.  After  the  third  dose  he  became  easier,  and  before  the  sixth 
dose  he  expressed  himself  as  quite  comfortable.  He  shortly  fell 
asleep,  and  in  the  morning  was  as  well  as  usual." 

Dr.  Smith  Kogers,  of  Michigan,  has  used  this  remedy  for  many 
years.  He  communicates  several  noteworthy  cases  of  enteralgia 
which  were  promptly  relieved  by  it.  His  first  experience  with  the 
Dioscorea  was  in  a  case  of  so-called  '*  bilious  colic"  which  had  been 
treated  allopathically  for  five  days,  and  the  patient  given  up  by  his 
physician.  The  specific  symptoms  are  not  remembered,  except  that 
!)hat  the  man  suffered  the  most  intense,  agonizing  pain,  day  and  night, 
worse  in  paroxysms.  One  dose  of  Jive  droits  of  the  tincture  relieved 
the  pain  in  a  few  hours,  and  in  a  day  or  two  the  patient  was  well. 
'Bxxione  dose  was  given  in  this  case  ! 

Two  other  cases  of  colic  were  cured  by  the  Dioscorea  in  his  prac- 
tice. In  one  the  patient  was  a  lady  who  was  subject  to  attacks  of 
colic  once  or  twice  a  year,  the  pain  was  very  severe,  and  lasted  sev- 
eral days.  On  one  occasion  the  patient  sent  for  Dr.  Rogers  in  the 
night,  but  being  unable  to  visit  her  he  sent  the  tincture  of  Dioscorea, 
to  be  taken  five  drops  every  hour  until  the  pain  ceased.     One  or  two 
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dosoa  ourod  her.  Afterwards  tbia  patient  wba  alwajps  able  tc  arrest 
tlio  oolio  with  one  or  tno  doses  of  the  mediuiae.  Tbe  otber  case  was 
o  lady  friend  of  the  last  patieot,  who  suffered  from  similar  attacks. 
She  was  relieved  by  the  same  remedy,  administered  in  the  same  man- 
ner. It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Dr.  Kogers  omitted  to  record  the  par- 
ticular symptoms  of  these  cases. 

The  following  two  cases  also  occurred  in  my  own  practice ; 

Mrs.  D.,  aged  30,  has  phthisis  pulmonalia,  with  its  accompani- 
ments of  hectic  ferer,  night  sweats,  etc.,  but  complains  more  of  a,  dull, 
heavy  pctin  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  worse  after  ea'ing,  and  which  is 
relieved  by  copious  eructations  of  air,  bowels  normal.  Carbo  vegeta- 
bilis,  Nux  romica,  Pulsatilla  and  Bismuth  were  prescribed,  but  with- 
out any  benefit.  The  pain  had  been  present  for  three  weelis.  After 
taking  Dioscorea,  -^  dilution,  (five  drops  one  hour  before  each  meal,) 
for  two  days,  the  epigastric  pain,  eructations,  etc.,  permanently  dis- 
appeared. 

Mrs.  C,  aged  '25,  was  worn  out  with  the  care  of  a  sick  child,  and 
lias  had  for  two  weeks  a  constant,  heavy,  dull  wearing  pain  in  the 
cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach,  which  extends  into  the  left  side  and 
dorsal  region.  The  distress  is  not  aggravated  by  eating,  and  is  not 
aaoompanied  by  eructations  of  air.  Sbe  feels  the  pain  when  she  goes 
to  sleep,  and  wbcn  she  wakes  in  the  night  and  morning;  bowels  nor- 
mal. She  took  for  sevcrul  days  Arnica,  then  Nux  vomica,  and  finally 
China  and  Chaniomilla,  but  with  no  alleviation  of  the  pain.  After 
taking  Dioscorea  T^  dilation,  (five  drops  every  three  hours,)  for  24 
hours  the  pain  left  and  has  not  returned.  Dioscorea  was  foand 
promptly  curative  in  both  the  above  cases,  yet  the  symptoms  were 
C[uite  different. 

Prof.  Helmutb,  of  St.  Louis,  gives  hia  testimony  of  the  value  of 
this  remedy  in  cnteralgia  :  "  I  was  culled  'o  see  a  ;^cntleman  who 
for  three  days  had  beeu  suffering  the  most  intense  pain  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  A  very  great  variety  of  medicines  had  been 
used  in  vain.  There  was  a  perfectly  constipated  condition  of  the 
bowels,  the  strongest  purgatives  producing  no  action  ;  excessive  sen- 
sitiveness of  the  abdomal  parieles  of  the  right  side,  with  constant 
thirst.  The  pain,  although  occurring  most  violently  iu  paroxysms, 
was  cottstant,  and  was  of  a  violent  twisting  character.  All  the  usual 
remedial  means  failed  until  the  Dios<;orein  in  the  2d  trituration  was 
employed.  The  doses  were  fifteen  minutes  apart  for  the  first  four, 
then  thirty  minutes,  and  finally  every  hour.  In  four  hours  the 
patient's  bowels  moved,  and  in  four  hours  more  he  fell  into  a  profound 
slumber,  whioh  lasted  ten  hours,  when  he  awoke.  Although  there 
was  great  soreness  of  the  prascordia,  the  disease  had  entirely  disap- 
peared. 

Case  2, — At  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  was  called  upon  to  visit  a  gentle- 
man whom  the  messenger  asserted  had  been  suffering  most  intense 
agony  for  some  hours.  From  what  I  could  learn,  the  case  was  one  of 
enteralgia.  I  sent  to  him  Colocynthis  and  Nux  vomica,  and  added 
au  enema  and  a  hot  fomentation,  believing  that  by  such  means  relief 
would  certainly  be  afforded.     At  six  o'clock  I  was  agnin  called  upon. 
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ftod  implored  to  visit  the  patient,  aa  he  was  supposed  to  be  djing. 
So  aooQ  as  I  could  I  went  to  him.  He  was  not  dyiog,  but  certainly 
was  suffering  very  tnnch.  The  pain  he  complained  of  being  constant, 
in  the  right  side,  aggravated  at  times,  and  as  he  twisted  bis  fingers 
together  in  his  agony  he  exclaimcij,  "It's  just  like  thai,  like  that,  like 
that !"  These  paina  were  all  aggravated  by  lying  down.  I  prepared 
him  twelve  powders,  of  three  grains  each,  ol'  the  2d  trituration  of  the 
Dioscorein,  ordered  one  to  be  taken  every  ten  niiuutes  until  three 
were  taken,  then  every  twenty  minutes,  with  orders  that  so  soon  as 
visible  improvement  was  noticed,  that  the  interval  be  longer  between 
the  doses.  When  I  returned  in  three  hours  a  smile  on  his  face, 
"  The  second  powder  relieved  me,"  said  he,  "and  I  feel  most  well." 

"  I  could  multiply  these  oases,  but  so  far  as  I  can  observe  I  believe 
that  whereas  the  sharp  cuttings,  with  marked  aggravations  and  ameli* 
orations,  belong  to  Colocynth,  the  steady  twisting  pains  belong  to  Sios- 
corea  ;  it  is  more  nearly  allied  to  Ipecac  than  either  to  Colocynth, 
Coooulus  or  Nax  vomica.  Its  symptoms  are  worse  when  lying  down, 
and  are  generally  to  be  noticed  early  in  the  morning.  Pressure 
relieving  colic  cannot  be  considered  as  patbugnomoaic  of  any  remedy." 

To  this  I  will  add  my  own  observations.  I  have  used  the  Ist,  2d, 
and  3d  dilutions  and  triturations  in  the  above  affections.  In  cramps 
1^  the  stomach  {fiBx6.\a.\gi»)  the  Ist  decimal  dilution  often  acts  more 
promptly  and  satisfactory  than  Nux  vomica.  In  the  dioscorca- 
gastralgia  there  is  generally  a  great  tendency  to  eructate,  and  the 
pain  is  paroxysmal.  In  spasmodic  colic  it  seems  to  be  indicated 
where  we  usually  give  Colocynth  aud  Chamomilla.  In  these  cases 
there  is  usually  much  flatulence,  rumbling  and  paroxysmal  pain.  In 
the  colic  of  children,  accompanied  or  not  by  diarrbcca,  and  attended 
with  screams  and  cries,  and  emissions  of  flatulence,  the  2d  and  3d 
triturations  have  been  useful.  The  true  sphere  of  its  action,  whether 
upon  the  muscular  or  nervous  tissues  of  the  abdomen,  etc.,  cannot 
yet  be  defined,  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  the  opinion  that  it  acts 
more  specifically  upon  the  latter.  Its  action  is  probably  confined  to 
the  stomach  and  intestines.  If  useful  in  after-pains,  or  hepatic  dis- 
orders, it  must  be  because  they  aze  dependent  upon  some  intestinal 
derangement.  I  once  treated  a  gentleman  for  several  years,  for  an 
anomalous  disease  of  the  abdominal  organs,  of  which  I  can  never 
form  any  satisfactory  idea.  He  bad  been  troubled  with  it  from  early 
youth.  The  pain,  for  that  constituted  nearly  the  whole  of  the  malady, 
appeared  at  irregular  intervals,  sometimes  once  a,  week,  at  others  onoe 
a  month,  and  lasted  several  days.  I  never  prescribed  anything,  nor 
did  any  other  physician,  which  seemed  to  give  him  any  relief.  Ano- 
dynes dulled  the  pain  for  a  time,  but  gave  no  permanent  benefit.  It 
was  a  crampy,  spasmodie  pain,  commeDoing  near  the  crest  of  the' 
ileum,  and  extending  to  the  lumbar  region  and  hypogsstrium.  Phy- 
aical  or  mental  labor  would  bring  on  an  attack.  It  would  gradually 
increase  for  days,  and  end  in  an  attack  of  vomiting,  or  at  other  times 
affect  the  head.  When  it  did  leave  it  was  always  suddenly.  Lyitig 
on  the  left  side  and  back  only  was  endurable.*    My  impression  was 

*  Ii  wMi  HDi  da«  to  the  pMnnge  of  «A](mliu,  &■  muld  lutnimllj  b«  sappoBed^ 
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that  it  was  a  spasmodic  disease  of  the  yermiform  process,  excited  by 
some  matters  introduced  into  that  portion  of  the  intestime.  A  trav- 
eling '*  spiritual  doctor''  prescribed  for  him  a  medicine  or  compound 
which  gave  him  more  relief  than  anything  he  had  ever  used.  The 
chief  ingredient  in  this  mixture  was  the  Dioscorea.  The  clairvoyant 
insisted  that  the  malady  was  "  piles  in  the  bowels/'  (?)  a  disease 
which  is  not  laid  down  in  our   nomenclature. 

Dr.  V.  W.  Sunderlin,  ot  Pewamo,  Michigan,  reports  the  following 
case  : — Mr,  A.  V.,  aged  30,  nervous  temperament,  has  for  several 
years  been  suffering  with  Flatulent  Colic,  which  comes  on  every  night, 
except  during  the  summer  months,  at  which  time  the  pain  does  not 
come  on  so  regularly  every  night,  nor  is  it  so  severe.  In  the  year 
1858  I  prescribed  for  him  for  the  same  disease,  and  gave  Colocynth, 
Ghamomilla,  Carbo  veg.,  Nux  vom.,  and  some  other  remedies,  with- 
out any  material  benefit.  Since  that  time  other  physicians  and  many 
remedies  have  been  tried,  apparently  in  vain.  He  believed  that 
spirits  of  turpentine  relieved  him  most  of  anything  he  had  tried. 
About  six  weeks  ago  his  sufferings  were  so  great  that  I  was  sent  for, 
and  prescribed  the  Dioscorin  1st,  in  two-grain  doses,  three  to  be  taken 
during  the  daytime  and  a  dose  every  hour,  wlien  the  pain  came  on. 
He  has  had  no  colic  since  the  first  night  after  taking  the  Dioscorein, 
and  considers  himself  well. 


»  ♦  ^ 
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THE    DOSE    QUESTION. 


BY  J.  D.  CRAIG,  M.  D. 


A  Report  to  the  Michigan  Homceopathic  Institute ,  Ju7ie  19, 1866. 

The  dose  question  is  one  that  has  caused  much  discussion  and  bad 
feeling  in  the  homoeopathic  ranks,  and  yet  is  no  nearer  a  settlement 
than  when  the  argument  began. 

The  reason  that  no  more  progress  has  been  made  in  that  direction 
is  not  because  it  is  impossible  to  at  least  approximate  to  a  definite 
conclusion  on  the  subject,  but  because  of  a  want  of  toleration  on  the 
part  of  the  disputants.  In  this  age  of  freedom  of  thought,  it  would 
seem  as  if  we  might  clothe  ourselves  with  charity,  and  discuss  the 
matter  in  a  friendly  spirit,  aiming  only  at  the  truth.  For  disputed 
points  can  be  settled  in  no  other  way  than  by  discussion  and  experi- 
ment, and  no  man  should  assume  infallibility. 

This  subject  demands  more  attention  from  every  true  homoeopathist 
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than  any  other  question  yet  in  dispute,  for  if  it  can  be  determined 
what  dose  is  the  most  suitable  in  a  given  case  with  as  much  certainty 
as  the  selection  of  the  remedy  under  the  law  '*  similia  similibus  cur- 
antur,"  homoeopathy  will  take  a  great  step  towards  perfection,  and  we 
might  almost  claim  a  place  for  it  among  the  exact  sciences. 

There  have  been  thus  far  but  three  theories  of  dose  advanced 
that  have  received  from  the  profession  more  than  a  passing  notice, 
namely :  The  "  high  dilution*'  theory  of  Hahnemann;  Dr.  C.  J.  Hem- 
pel's  theory,  as  presented  in  his  Materia  Medica  and  elsewhere,  and 
Dr.  E.  M.  Hale's  in  the  N.  A.  Journal  and  his  work  on  the  ew 
Bemedies. 

When  we  approach  any  of  Hahnemann's  doctrines  with  an  eye  to 
xsriticism  it  is  becoming  in  us  to  do  so  with  at  least  a  moderate  degree 
of  modesty,  for  we  must  all  acknowledge  the  greatness  of  his  mind; 
yet  he  was  after  all  but  a  man,  and  it  may  be  fairly  supposed  was  as 
likely  to  err  as  others.  There  are  but  few  of  his  followers  that  will 
doubt  that  high  dilutions  do  cure  diseases,  and  they  may  even  be  wil- 
ling to  admit  that  in  certain  cases  the  thirtieths,  or  even  the  thou- 
sandth dilutions  may  be  preferable  to  any  other  dose,  but  that  they 
are  in  all  persons,  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  best,  may,  I  think, 
be  fairly  questioned.  It  has,  no  doubt,  happened  to  all  physicians 
who  are  in  tbe  habit  of  prescribing  high  and  low  dilutions,  to  find 
some  patients  extremely  insusceptible  to  any  medicine  except  in  a 
crude  form,  while  others  respond  readily  to  the  merest  breaths  of 
medicine.  I  frequently  fail  with  even  the  3d  decimal  dilution,  and 
relieve  promptly  with  the  Ist,  or  crude  tincture,  as  the  following 
cases,  from  many  of  a  similar  nature,  will  show  : 

Sept.  3. — Was  called  to  see  Miss  M.,  suffering  from  a  severe 
attack  of  dysentery.  The  evacuations  were  as  frequent  as  once  in 
half  an  hour,  accompanied  with  severe  colic-like  pains  and  some  fever. 
I  prescribed  Aconite  3d,  Colocynthis  3d,  three  or  four  drops  dis- 
solved in  a  tumbler  half  full  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  to  be  given 
every  half  hour.  Called  in  the  evening — no  better  ;  continued  the 
«ame  prescription, 

Sept.  4. — Morning,  worse ;  had  discharges  through  the  night  as 
often  as  once  in  twenty  minutes,  and  the  colic-like  pains  were  terrible. 
Aconite  3d,  Mercurius  solubilis  3d,  every  half  hour.  Called  in  the 
evening  and  found  my  patient  still  worse.  Aconite  2d,  Mercurius 
solubilis  3d,  every  15  minutes. 

Sept.  5. — Morning,  no  better,  and  very  weak  from  want  of  sleep 
and  the  extreme  colio-like  pains.     The  bowels  move  every  ten  or  filf* 
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teen  minutes  ;  the  fever  still  continues  about  the  same.     Aconite  2d^ 
Colocynth  1st,  every  15  minutes.      Called  at  ndon  ;   discharges  aboui 
the  same,  but  the  pains  are  not  quite  as  severe;    continue  the  same 
prescription.     Evening,   better  ;    discharges   about  once  in  half  an 
hour,  with  less  pain  ;  continue  prescription. 

Sept.  6. — Morning,  continues  to  improve  ;  slept  considerable  dur- 
ing the  night.  I  made  no  further  change  in  the  prescription,  and 
dismissed  her  cured  on  the  8th. 

Mrs.  C,  32  years  of  age  ;   nervous  sanguine  temperament.     Dur- 
ing  her  third  pregnancy  she  suffered  considerably  with  severe  pain  in 
the  right  ovary,  passing  down  the  inside  of  the  thighs  as  far  as  the 
knee.     After   parturition    the   lochial   discharges   continued  for  two- 
months,  compelling  her  to  wean   the  child,  after  which  it  ceased,  as 
did  also  the  pain  in  the  ovary  and  limb,  but  these  last  returned  a  day 
or  two  before  the  next  menstrual  period,  accompanied  with  headache 
and  pain  in  the  eyes.     Cimicifuga  3d,   in  globules,  was  administered 
every  fifteen   minutes  for   half  the  day,   but   failed   to  produce   any 
effect,  after  which  Belladonna  3d,  was  given.     As   this  afforded  no 
relief,  and  she  complained  of  chilliness,  I  prescribed  Aconite  3d„ 
which  produced  an  aggravation «     I  then  discontinued  all  medication, 
and  the  next  day  the  catamenia  having  made  its  appearance,  the  head- 
ache and  other  symptoms  subsided,  but  returned  as  soon  as  the  men- 
strual discharge  stopped.     On  examination  I  found  the  os  uteri  swol- 
len and  tender,  and  pressure  upward  produced  pain,  not  only  in  the 
uterus  but   in  the   ovary   and  limb.      Prescribed   various   remedies 
without   benefit,   and  the  pains   subsided   after  a  few   days.     These 
symptoms    were  repeated    every   menstrual    period  for  the   next  ten 
months,  except  that  the  uterus  and  ovary  became  less  painful,  and  the 
headaches  were  more  severe,  and  were  accompanied  with  vomiting  of 
bilious  matter,  and  a  feeling  in  the  whole  right  side  resembling  the 
sensation   produced  by   striking  the  ulnar  nerve  at  the  elbow.     The 
naenses  regularly  made  their  appearance  three  days  too  soon. 

During  that  time  I  prescribed  quite  a  number  of  remedies  with- 
out a  single  particle  of  relief.  Prescribed  Aconite  in  all  attenua- 
tions from  the  Ist  to  the  30th,  and  it  always  aggravated  the  headache.. 
At  the  end  of  the  tenth  month,  when  she  was  suffering  from  an 
unusual  attack  of  headache,  I  concluded  to  try  Cimicifuga  once  more. 
Instead  of  giving  the  3d,  as  at  first,  I  now  dissolved  two  or  three^ 
drops  of  the  crude  tincture  in  a  third  of  a  tumbler  full  of  water,  and 
gave  a  teaspoonful  every  fifteen  minutes.  Saw  her  in  an  hour  andL 
■he  thought  her  head  felt  easier.     Added  two  drops  more  of  the  tin(^ 
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ture  to  the  solution,  and  after  three  or  four  more  doses  the  headache 
was  all  gone  and  she  felt  like  a  new  woman.  Since  then  she  has  had 
occasional  premonitory  symptoms  of  headache,  but  they  haye  been 
promptly  dissipated  with  the  Cimicifnga  in  about  half  drop  doses  of 
the  crude  tincture. 

An  essential  doctrine  of  the  high  dilution  theory  is  that  crude 
drugs  and  low  dilutions  produce  aggravations.  My  observations  on 
this  subject,  which  have  extended  over  a  number  of  years,  cause  me 
to  doubt  this  dogma,  and  lead  to  the  following  conclusions  : 

1st,  TkcU  when  a  medicine  homeopathic  to  a  disease  is  admints- 
te7'edin  overdoses  the  peculiar  pathogenetic  effects  of  the  drug  may  be 
superadded,  but  the  existing  malady  is  never  increased  in  severity, 

2d,  That  medicines  only  partially  IwrricMpathic  frequently  produce 
aggravations,  even  in  high  dilutions, 

I  assert  in  the  above  that  the  existing  disease  is  never  aggravated 
by  homoeopathic  remedies,  and  yet  I  see  no  reason  why,  if  tho  medi- 
cation were  carried  to  an  undue  extent,  a  drug  disease  resembling  the 
original  one  might  not  be  produced,  yet  I  hold  that  this  could  not 
take  place  until  the  first  malady  had  been  extinguished.  None  but 
a  very  ignorant  or  careless  physician  could  carry  the  medication  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  threaten  the  diseased  organs  with  danger,  because, 
if  he  had  even  a  smattering  of  the  materia  medica  he  would  detect 
the  pathogenetic  effects  of  his  remedy  where  they  would  be  first 
developed,  in  points  more  or  less  remote  from  the  parts  diseased. 

I  have  often  seen  diseases  unmistakeably  aggravated  by  very  small 
doses  of  medicine,  and  in  the  early  days  of  my  professional  life  these 
aggravations  were  a  source  of  gratification  to  me,  because  I  flattered 
myself  that  I  had  been  successful  in  selecting  the  proper  remedy 
and  all  that  remained  for  me  to  do  was  to  cither  stop  all  medication 
and  let  the  medicinal  symptoms  subside  themselves,  or  to  give  a 
higher  dilution,  and  yet  I  was  invariably  disappointed.  I  have  never 
in  a  single  instance  seen  a  medicine  relieve  a  disease,  in  any  dose, 
that  it  had  first  aggravated.  And  so  of  late  years,  when  I  find  that  a 
medicine  intensifies  the  sufferings  of  my  patient,  I  consider  the  indi- 
cations to  be  not  a  higher  or  lower  dilution,  but  a  different  remedy. 

I  might  adduce  numerous  cases  to  prove  the  correctness  of  these 
views,  but  they  would  lengthen  this  report  to  an  undue  extent.  It 
will  be  recollected,  however,  that  in  the  caSe  of  Mrs.  C,  cited  above, 
Aconite  aggravated  the  headaches  but  never  relieved  them  in  any 
dose  ;  whereas,  a  comparatively  large  one  of  another  remedy  (Oimi- 
cifhga)  cured  them. 
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It  maj  be  objected  that  my  experiments  are  unreliable,  becaa&e 
when  aggravations  occured  I  used  no  higher  attenuation  than  the 
thirtieths,  whereas  the  two  hundredths  or  two  thousandths  might  have 
been  the  proper  dose;  but  as  most  of  my  patients  were  relieved  with 
other  medicines,  and  frequently  in  tolerable  large  doses,  I  think  that 
objection  cannot  be  successfully  urged. 

Drs.  Hempel  and  Hale  both  use  the  same  foundation  to  build  their 
theories  on,  and  yet  they  come  to  directly  opposite  conclusions.  They 
are  founded  on  the  well  known  facts  :  Ist,  That  "  medicinal  agents 
have  two  series  of  effects  on  the  human  system,*'  the  primary,  which 
are  produced  by  large  doses  of  the  drug  and  are  of  shorter  duration, 
and  the  secondary,  which  are  developed  when  the  effects  of  the  medi- 
cine are  passing  off.  These  are  the  reverse  of  the  primary,  and  are  of 
much  longer  duration.  Thus  a  large  dose  of  opium  produce  sleep  for 
a  few  hours,  which  is  succeeeded  by  wakefulness  that  may  last  for 
days  or  even  weeks.  3d,  That  "  all  diseases  in  their  progress  and 
developement  show  two  series  of  symptoms  or  pathological  states,  the 
primary  and  secondary.** 

Dr.  Hempel  thinks  that  when  a  disease  resembles  the  primary 
effects  of  the  medicine  indicated,  that  a  comparatively  large  dose 
should  be  administered,  and  when  it  resembles  the  secondary  effects 
of  the  drug,  a  small  one,  or  the  high  dilutions. 

Dr.  Hale,  on  the  contrary,  thinks  that  "  if  the  primary  symptoms 
of  a  disease  are  present,  and  we  are  combatting  them  with  a  remedy 
whose  primary  symptoms  are  similar,  we  must  make  the  dose  the  small' 
est  compatible  vrith  reason;  and  if  we  are  treating  the  secondary 
symptoms  of  |^a  malady  wi:}h  a  remedy  whose  secondary  symptoms 
correspond,  we  must  use  as  large  a  dose  as  we  can  taith  safety. 

Dr.  Hempel's  theory  is  certainly  more  in  accordance  with  the  idea 
that  most  of  us  have  had  of  the  homoeopathic  law,  and  as  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  prescribing  on  this  principle  for  a  number  of  years,  I 
think  that  I  am  competent  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  its  practical  value. 
A  strong  argument  in  favor  of  this  theory  is  the  fact  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  and  long  before  Hempel  advanced  these  views,  it  had  become 
a  well  established  custom  among  perhaps  the  majority  of  homoeo- 
pathic physicians,  to  prescribe  low  dilutions  or  crude  drugs  in  acute 
diseases  which  correspond  with  the  primary  action  of  medicines,  and 
high  dilutions  in  chronic  diseases  which  resemble  the  secondary. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  dividing  line  between  the  dif- 
ferent symptoms  of  remedies  and  acute  and  chronic  diseases  is  arbi- 
trary,  the  primary  symptoms  merging  into  the   secondary,  and  vice 
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yersa,  and  the  dose  should  be  regulated  so  as  to  correspond  to  the 
disease  in  its  different  stages  of  development.  Thus,  in  bilious  diar- 
rhoea, or  in  the  chill,  whenl  Aconite  is  indicated,  I  dissolve  three  or 
four  drops  of  the  tincture  of  the  root  in  half  a  tumbler  fall  of  water, 
and  give  a  teaspoonful  as  often  as  the  case  demands  ;  in  numbness 
and  tingling,  in  pressure  in  the  head,  and  headache,  I  use  but  one 
drop,  or  perhaps  a  few  drops  of  the  1st  dilution  in  as  much  water  ; 
and  in  fever,  I  find  that  the  second  or  third  answers  better  than  the 
tincture.  The  rheumatic  pains  in  the  joints  and  the  heart  symptoms 
would  require  higher  dilutions. 

When  Gelseminum  is  indicated  in  fever,  I  use  the  tincture, 
because,  according  to  Hale,  that  is  one  of  its  early  symptoms.  The 
febrile  condition  is  preceded  by  a  chill,  as  in  the.  case  of  Aconite, 
except  that  the  Gelseminum  fever  comes  on  much  sooner  and  does  not 
last  as  long. 

Having  adopted  Dr.  Hempel's  views  on  this  subject,  and  having 
seen  prompt  and  satisfactory  retults  from  their  practical  application,  I 
cannot  look  on  Dr.  Hale*s  theory  with  any  degree  of  favor.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  doctor  has  been  trying  hard  for  the  last  few  years  to 
make  the  discordant  doctrines  *'  similia  similibus,*'  and  "  contraria 
contraius*'  harmonize,  and  that  this  theory  is  an  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion. However,  if  it  answers  no  other  end  than  to  stimulate  investi- 
gation and  invite  discussion,  it  will  have  answered  a  good  purpose,  as 
we  shall  never  succeed  by  any  other  means  in  arriving  at  the  truth, 
and  in  prescribing  the  dose  on  an  indisputed  scientific  basis. 


-»♦■♦■ 


fiauk  Mtiitt^,  tit. 


The  American  Eclectic  Materia  Medica,  by  Henry  Hollembaek,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  etc.  Published  by  the  author, 
and  sold  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

A  well  printed  octavo  of  676  pages,  containing  engravings  of  125 

indigenous  remedies.     Homoeopathic  physicians  will  find  many  hints 

and  references  throughout  its  pages  that  will  aid  them  in  practice. 

Epidemic  Cholera,  by  C.  S.  Walker,  M.  D„  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Homoeopathic  Medical 
College  of  Missouri,  12mo.,  86  pages.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  H.  C.  G-. 
Luyties.     1866. 
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For  tlie  first  stage,  (Cliolerme)  tlie  Dr.  reoonimeQds  Chamomtila, 
Ipecacuanlia,  Phospitoriis,  Fko,tp/wnc  acirl,  Veratrum,  Secale,  China. 

For  the  sooond  stage  (confirmed  cliolera)  Camphor,  Veratrum, 
Capsiewn,  Phosphorus,  Phosphoric  acid,  Arsejitcu/n  and  Guaeo. 

Third  stage  (collapse),  Arsenicum,  Cuprum.  Secale,  Camphor, 
Carbo  vegetabitis,    Verattum,  Gtta-jo,  Hydi-ocyanic  aeid,  JatrApka. 

Fourth  stage  (reaction — secondary  fever),  Acottile,  Belladonna, 
Bryonia,  Cantharis,  China,  Kali  btchromicum,  Mercurius,  Nux,  Apis 
Tnellifica,  Pfiosphoric  acid.  Sulphur,  Rhus  radicans  and  Rhus  toxica- 
deudron. 

AtteouatioDS  advised,  3d  centesimal.  The  author  says:  "Of 
many  I  prefer  the  30th,  only  make  careful  selections  aod  the  higher 
remedies  will  afford  more  success  than  the  lower  ooes." 


I  ITS  HoMtEopATHio  Treatment,  hy  Charles  Cropper,  M. 

D.,  editor  of  American  SomaopcUhist.     Cincinnati,  1856.  32  mo,, 

16  pages. 

A  brief  manual  directing  attention  to  the  four  chief  remedies. 

Camphor,  Veratrum,  Cuprum,  Arsenicum,  and  containing  many  useful 

The  Ahericak  HoutKorATiiisT,  June,  1866.  Edited  by  Charles  Crop- 
per, M.  D.,  and  published  at  Cincinnati,  by  Messrs.  Smith  &  Worth- 
tngton. 
This  number  completes  the  second  volume.  It  will  now  pass  to 
the  editorial  management  of  our  friend  and  former  colleague,  James 
G-.  Hunt,  M.  I>.,  who  has  issued  his  prospectus,  but  does  not  state 
■what  will  be  the  size  or  price  of  tlic  new  volume.  (The  old  was  304 
pages,  at  $1,50  per  annum.)  Financially  the  American  liorateopathist 
has  been  a  failure  heretofore,  and  we  hope  Dr.  Hunt  will  make  the 
magazine  pay  its  expenses  hereafter.  We  have  not  a  journal  too 
many,  but  we  have  too  many  of  a  similar  character.  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  have  one  good  weekly  publication  to  contain  items  of 
intelligence  and  brief  reports  of  treatment,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.;  two  or 
three  well  conducted  monthlies,  to  be  filled  with  original  articles 
exclusively,  so  that  no  subscriber  to  all  the  journals  should  be  annoyed 
at  having  the  same  dish  served  up  half  a  dozen  times  ;  a  quarterly 
with  critical  reviews  and  elaborate  essays  ;  and  an  Annual,  in  a  bound 
volume  of  some  1000  pages,  which  shall  furnish  a  summary  or  retro- 
spect of  all  that  has  been  published  in  both  European  and  American 
medical  journals  that  is  worthy  of  preservation.  We  have  publishers 
of  enterprise  sufficient,  and  editorial  talent  enough  in  our  ranks- 
Shall  the  work  be  done  ? 
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Text-Book  op  Materia  Medica,  by  Prof.  Ad.  Lippe,  Part  II.  A.  J. 
Tafel,  Philadelphia.  For  sale  at  Detroit  Homceopathic  Pharmacy. 
Price  "" 


This  contains  Cinnabaris,  Cistus  canadensis,  CoccioneVa,  Cochlen-^ 
ria,  Cimez  lectularius,  Cina,  Clematis  erectay  Coccultis,  Coffea,  Colchi- 
eumt  Colocynth,  Conium  maculatuin,  Copaiva^  CoraUium  rubrum^ 
Creosotum,  Crocus  sativus,  Croton  iigiium,  Cubebs,  Capsicum ^  Cyda- 
men.  Daphne  indica,  Diadema  aranea,  Digitalisy  Drosera,  Dtdea- 
manray  Dolichos  pruriens,  iiiaierium,  Elaps  coraUinus,  Eupipion, 
Gelseminuvi,  Glonoine,  and  others.  Each  part  contains  144  pages, 
printed  with  good  type  in  a  clear  manner,  and  is  well  worth  the  price 
charged  ($1.00). 

Two  pages  are  devoted  to  Ciniex  lectularius.  Is  it  worthy  a  place 
in  any  homoeopathic  materia  medica  ?  Is  the  cause  of  homoeopathy 
not  injured  by  the  introduction  of  things  which  excite  disgust?  We 
think  the  bed-bug  should  be  discarded  as  a  medicine  as  well  as  Psori- 
cum,  Syphilinum,  Farcine,  Glanderine,  Hydrophobin,  Gonorrhoeai- 
cum,  ieucorrhoeaicum,  Sycosin,  Pedioulus  hominis,  Blatta  Americana, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  When  we  have  hundreds  of  plants,  of  strong  medicinal 
powers,  that  have  never  been  thoroughly  proved,  why  should  any  man 
of  common  sense  think  of  searching  all  nature  for  excremcntitious 
and  loathsome  things.  A  short  time  since  a  physician  of  talent 
undertook  to  test  the  medicinal  properties  of  human  semen,  another 
earth-worms,  another  the  centipede.  All  such  doings  should  be  dis- 
countenanced, and  no  physician  should  pervert  his  talent  or  squander 
his  time  in  any  such  pursuit. 

New  Remedies,  their  Pathogenetic  Effects  and  Therapeutical 
Application  in  Homceopathic  Practice,  by  Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 
Part  II.  pages  161 — 304.  Published  at  Dr.  E,  A,  Lodge's  Homoco. 
pathic  Pharmacy,  51  Wayne  Street,  Detroit,  Michigan.     Price,  $1. 

This  part  embraces  the  following  remedies  :  Cactus  grandiflorus, 
Caulopbyllum  thalictroides,  Cerasus  virginiana,  Chelone  glabra,  Chim- 
aphila  umbellata,  Cimicifuga  racemosa,  Cistus  canadensis,  CoUinsonia 
canadensis,  Comocladia  dentata,  Cornus  circinata,  Cornus  florida, 
Corydalis  formosa,  Cypripedium  pubescens,  Dioscorea  villosa. 

The  third  part  is  now  printing,  and  will  be  issued  in  August,  and 
the  whole  work  will  progress  to  completion  without  interruption. 
Much  dissatisfaction  has  been  caused  by  many  publishers  commenc- 
ing a  work  in  parts  and  then  dropping  it  after  two  or  three  numbers, 
but  this  book  is  no  experiment.  The  first  edition  is  completely 
exhausted,  the  second  has  been  re  written,  and  enlarged  to  more  than 
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double  the  size  of  the  old,  and  contains  several  new  and  invaluable 
provings.  It  will  certainly  be  finished  in  due  time.  Both  author 
and  publisher  pledge  themselves  to  this,  and  it  can  be  depended 
upon. 

When  published  it  will  be  neatly  and  strongly  bound,  and  if  parts 
are  not  damaged  we  will  exchange  bound  copies  for  parts  for  $1, 
This  must  obviate  all  reasonable  objection  to  publication  in  numbers, 
as  the  value  of  the  work  from  month  to  month  will  certainly 
be  worth,  in  the  practice  of  any  physician,  the  cost  of  transmis- 
sion of  the  parts  for  exchange.  The  postage  on  parts  will  cost  but 
half  a  cent  an  ounce  (two  cents  on  four  ounces),  and  on  the  bound 
copies  one  cent  per  ounce  (four  cents  on  each  four  ounces.) 

Prof.  Carroll  Dunham  says  :  "  I  am  glad  to  see  the  book.  Though 
not  everything  we  need  in  the  way  of  a  materia  medica,  it  is  yet  an 
indispensable  preliminary  to  a  complete  and  satisfactory  book.** 


■♦  • 


||n^?0tial  §0tite5. 


Av6ry»— H.  N.  Avery,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  Morristown,  N.  J. 
The  Doctor  is  a  son  of  Professor  Charles  Avery,  L.  L.  D.,  of  Hamil- 
ton College,  a  graduate  of  that  institution  and  well  worthy  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  citizens  of  Morristown. 

Adams. — E.  T.  Adams,  M.  D.,  has  opened  an  office  at  527  Michi- 
gan Avenue,  Detroit. 

Blakely« — J.  M.  Blakely,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  Livonia,  Liv- 
ingston Co.,  N.  Y. 

Ball. — Our  friend,  A.  R.  Ball,  M.  D.,  late  of  Marshall,  Michigan, 
is  now  an  Oligarch,     His  well  at  Sarnia,  C.  W.,  yields  well  'tis  said. 

Barlow* — In  a  notice  of  removal  in  June  No.,  of  A.  C.  Barlow,  M. 
D.,  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  name  was  spelt  Barbour  by  mistake. 

Bayn6S« — R.  B.  Baynes,  M.  D.,  has  removed  to  Rockland,  Maine. 

CowleS* — Edwin  Cowles,  M.  D.,  has  removed  from  Watertown, 
Wisconsin,  to  New  Albany. 

Dornberg* — A.  L.  Domberg,  M.  D.,  leaves  Indiana  for  Manketo,. 

Minnesota. 
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Eldridge.— Dr.  C.  S.  Eldridge,  son  of  Dr.  I.  N.  Eldridge,  of 
Flint,  has  settled  at  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Ehinger* — E.  6.  Ehinger,  M.  D.,  from  Franklin  Center,  Iowa, 
locates  at  Keokuk,  same  State. 

Ely*— Dr.  W.  A.  Ely  has  removed  from  North  Hempstead,  L.  I., 
to  White  Plains,  New  York. 

Franklin.— Prof.  E.  C.  Franklin  has  over  1200  pages  MSS  of  his 
work  on  Surgery  now  ready  for  the  press,  and  proposes  to  print  it  in 
two  octavo  volumes,  of  800  pages  each. 

Ginley* — Dr.  J.  H.  Ginley  is  now  at  Berlin,  Ottawa  County, 
Michigan. 

Cny» — S.  S.  Guy,  M.  D.,  has  resigned  his  profitable  practice  to 
act  as  General  Agent  of  Hahnemann  Life  Insurance  Company  for  the 
State  of  New  York.  Talented,  active  and  always  gentlemanly,  he 
will  doubtless  be  very  successful. 

Holcombet — W.  H.  Holcombe,  M.  D.,  has  published  a  very  read- 
able pamphlet  with  the  title  *'  How  I  Became  a  Homoeopath."  In  a 
subsequent  number  we  shall  refer  to  it  again  under  *'  Book  Notices, 
etc." 

Haywardt — Dr.  Abner  Hay  ward  removes  from  Leoni,  Jackson 
Co.,  Michigan,  to  Romeo,  Macomb  County. 

Laner. — C.  F.  Lauer,  M.  D.,  locates  at  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Linsley*— J.  S.  Linsley,  M.  D.,  has  opened  an  office  at  140  East 
64th  Street,  New  York  City. 

JHarshalL — A.  Y.  Marshall,  M.  D.,  has  removed  from  Rutland  to 
West  Cornwall,  Vermont. 

Neidhard* — Prof.  C.  Neidhard  has  completed  his  monograph  on 
Diphtheria,  It  contains  a  historical  account  of  its  phenomena,  from 
the  most  ancient  authors  to  the  present  time,  and  an  account  of  the 
writer's  experience  in  its  treatment.  Its  publication  will  be  anxiously 
looked  for. 

Olmsted* — C.  C.  Olmsted,  M.  D.,  has  returned  to  Painesville, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  warmly  received  by  his  former  patrons. 

Rowscy. — Thomas  Rowsey,  M.  D.,  returns  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  A 
lecture  on  cholera  from  his  pen  will  appear  hereafter 

Smith* — Dr.  John  E,  Smith  has  opened  an  office  in  Jackson,  in 
partnership  with  Dr.  Geo.  D.  Allen. 

Woodward.— A.  W.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  will  practice  at  108  Mac- 
dougal  Street,  New  York  City. 

Wright.— S.  B.  Wright,  M.  D.,  has  settled  at  Wyandotte,  Michi- 
gan. Dr.  Wright  graduated  at  the  Philadelphia  Homoeopathic  Col- 
lege, and  comes  well  recommended. 
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SOCIETIES— WHEN  AND   WHERE    THEY    MEET.— 1866-1867 


The  "  HomoBopathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin^*\9X  LaCrosse, 
Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  1866.  H.  B,  Dale,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

.    The  North-Western  Frovers'  Association^  on  Tuesday,  Nov,  13, 
1866,  at  168  Clark  street,  Chicago. 

J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Sec, 
New  Hampshire  HomoBopaXhic  Medical  Society  at  — — ,  Jan.  20. 

J.  H  Gali4Nger,  Secretary,  Concord,  N.  H. 
New  York  State  Hom(Bopathic  Medical  Society ,  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867. 

H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st.,  Albany. 
The    **  Massachusetts  Homceopathic   Society^**   Annual   Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  10. 

The    **  Weste7'n  Institute    of  Homceopathy  "    at    Indianapolis, 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  1867. 

The  *'  Canadian  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  **  convenes  at  Brantford, 
second  Wednesday  in  May,  1867. 

The  "  American  Institute  of  Homasopathy  "  at  New  York  City,  on 
first  Wednesday  in  June,  1867. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  Gen,  Secretary,  Boston, 
The  "  Michigan  Institute  of  HomxBopathy  "    at  Jackson,  Mich., 
on  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1867. 

Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

DEFEBIIED    ARTICLES. 


Biographical  Sketch  of  Dr.  John  Mosher, 

Atropine  in  Cerebral  Spinal  Meningitis. 

Case  of  Cough  with  unusual  complications. 

Sanguinaria  canadensis  in  Pseudo-membranous  Croup, 

Homceopathy  and  Science. 

Asiatic  Cholera,  a  Lecture  by  Thomas  Kowsey,  M.  D. 

Review  of  Prof  Hole's  Systematic  Work  on  Abortion, 

Homoeopathy  and  Physiology. 

Case  of  Gun-shot  Wound. 

Surgical  Case,  by  C.  H.  Lee,  M.  D. 

New  Remedies,  by  L.  M.  Jones,  M.  D. 

Scraps  of  Therapeutics. 

Dr.  Newcombe  on  New  Remedies. 

Homoeopathic  Statistics, 

My  First  Steps. 

Address  by  Prof.  Hempel. 

Plantago  major. 

Review  of  '*  What's  Life.'' 

Proving  of  fSangui?iaria  canadensis. 

Proving  of  Trifolium. 

Homoeopathy — by  T.  C.  Hunter. 

Cactus  grandijlorus.     Etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Ilpifllnjij- 


BY  J.  M.  LONG,  M.  D. 
Read  befort  ike  Michigan  JmtituU  of  Hontaopatky,  June  IS/i  1868. 

The  science  of  Physiology  took  such  a  step  forward  tliroagh 
the  energy  and  application  of  Carpenter,  that  we  have  not 
much  to  report  in  the  yearly  progress.  In  fact,  it  has  so  asso- 
ciated itself  with  Surgery  and  Anatomy,  that  as  a  sjjecial 
branch,  it  is  too  little  regarded.  It  is,  however,  to  Anatomy 
what  life  is  to  the  body.  Anatomy  locates.  Physiology  iinds 
the  life ;  Anatomy  is  the  map,  Physiology  is  the  history. 
Without  both  we  liave  no  certain  criterion  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  requirements  of  the  human  system.  Physiology  is  a 
guide  to  the  recognition  of  those  rules  by  which  medical  sci- 
ence grapples  with  disease.  It  points  out  the  direction  that 
ought  to  be  followed  towards  the  detection  of  the  symp- 
toms that  signify  an  abnormal  action  of  the  organs  that  Anat- 
omy clearly  defines.  What  an  amount  of  experience  would  it 
require  to  classify  and  arrange  all  the  muscles,  nerves,  tissucB 
and  minute  fibres  of  the  human  body  if  science  had  not  stepped 
in,  and  like  an  accurate  surveyor,  clearly  indicated  each,.  And 
what  a  task  would  it  have  been  to  have  watched  the  action  of 
those  living  organs,  and  to  clearly  define  their  use,  if  men  of 
ready  zeal  had  not  placed  before  us  so  full  and  comprehensive 
a  dctaQ  of  such  action. 

The  phenomena,  which,  in  a  state  of  health,  present  them- 
selvc  during  the  life  of  man,  once  truly  understood  and  recog- 
nised, it  is  easy  to  step  into  the  science  of  Semeiology,  or  the 
science  of  symptoms,  A  living  body  puts  forth  eigne  that. 
should  be  the  guide  to  the  man  of  science.  To  properly  di^- 
nose  a  disease  one  must  perfectly  understand  the  signs  of  a 
natural  condition,  and  then  tlie  morbid  signs  are  readily  recog- 
26  8«,t. 
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nized.  The  least  functionary  change  may  be  said  to  be  an 
abnormal  condition,  but  actual  disease  is  the  result  of  some 
serious  disturbance. 

The  human  system  is  like  a  piece  of  delicate  mechanism ; 
the  least  clog  in  the  wheels  of  a  machine  is  felt  through  the  whole 
apparatus.  Even  a  particle  of  dust  will  disturb  somewhat  the 
perfect  movement  of  a  delicate  piece  of  mechanism.  It  often 
requires  a  skillful  hand  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  disorder, 
and  it  is  only  a  practical  eye  that  can  detect  the  cause  of  dis- 
turbance. There  is  no  piece  of  mechanism  that  can  compare 
with  the  human  frame.  How  wonderfully  do  all  its  organs 
exhibit  a  perfect  action.  In  every  part  there  is  continually 
going  on  a  gigantic  system  of  labor,  absorption  and  secretion  ; 
the  taking  in  and  the  throwing  off;  the  distribution  of  nutri- 
tion, the  elimination  of  particles  ;  contraction  and  expansion, 
and  all  the  principles  that  operate  in  the  kingdom  of  Nature 
are  controlled,  concentrated  and  operated. 

The  application,  throughout,  of  the  various  principles 
of  motion  may  all  be  discovered  in  the  human  body.  The 
world  without  is  manifested  in  the  world  within.  No  man 
need,  therefore,  pause  in  his  investigations,  for  we  are  safe  in 
saying  that  what  is  to  be  produced  in  the  world  of  art,  has  its 
representative  in  the  human  body.  And  to  unfold  those  laws 
and  present  their  operations  is  the  highest  labor  that  the  human 
mind  can  be  engaged  in,  since  happiness  may  be  said  to  depend 
upon  the  harmonious  operation  of  all  the  laws  of  life,  and  it  is 
Tital  force  that  gives  to  no  functionary  action.  Thus  it  is 
with  life  itself,  or  vital  power,  that  the  physiologist  has  to  deal 
with. 

I  would  consider  for  a  brief  time,  the  connection  between  this 
vital  force,  which  produces  all  functionary  disturbance  and  drug 
power  ;  or,  remedial  action  as  the  result  of  a  change  in  the  vital 
power  of  the  system.  The  human  body  shows,  in  all  its  parts, 
a  symmetrical  development  and  a  combined  power,  so  that  we 
can  truly  say  that  if  one  member  suffers,  all  members  suffer 
with  it,  even  though  it  be  the  smallest  portion,  or  merely  a  cell 
or  fibre.  But  with  all  this  action  or  concrete  power,  there  is 
to  each  portion  of  the  body  a  law  of  life  peculiar  to  itself. 
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Every  cell  lives  within  itself,  as  if  it  were  an  individual  power. 
An  illustration  of  this  is  given  in  the  graft  which  unites  itself 
with  the  old  stock,  and  receives  sustenance  therefrom,  but  re- 
tains its  individuality,  and  in  the  growth  which  it  makes,  pre- 
serves its  identity.  Precisely  the  same  law  governs  animal  cell 
life.  The  introduction  of  blood  into  the  veins  from  another 
human  organism  has  been  said  to  develop  peculiarities  quite  as 
striking.  We  may  infer  from  fact  and  observation  that  each 
cdl  retains  its  identical  vital  force,  and  that  the  force  is  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  individual  by  \^toiii  it  was  generated.  Thus 
we  find  that  the  whole  animal  economy  holds  relationship  to 
€ach  part. 

If  we  can  rely  upon  the  knowledge  we  have  already  gained  of 
vegetable  cell  life,  we  may  infer  that  each  cell  is  a  representa- 
tion of  the  plant,  and  holds  in  it  the  vital  force  which  belongs 
to  the  plant. 

In  the  disturbance  of  the  human  system,  called  disease,  the 
vital  force  is  disturbed,  so  that  there  is  improper  action.  The 
restoration  to  proper  or  harmonious  action  is  the  return  of 
health.  Now,  all  vital  force  is  dependent  on  the  spirit  or  life 
in  man.  How  is  it  then  that  vegetable  or  mineral  .'particles  in 
atoms,  however  minute,  can  act  on  the  whole  system,  and  res- 
tore the  power  that  seemed  to  be  suffering  in  every  portion. 
By  the  physiological  law  of  unities,  or  spiritual  force  combined 
in  atoms,  we  find  that  foreign  substances  introduced  into  the 
human  system  are  absorbed  in  proportion  to  their  attenuation. 
But  we  soon  learn  that  each  portion  of  the  body  is  not  equally 
influenced,  but  that  the  functions  of  one  organ  are  changed, 
while  another  is  not  influenced  ;  or  one  set  of  tissues  are  affected, 
while  others  are  not.  Some  remedies  act  on  the  nerves,  some 
on  the  muscles  ;  some  touch  the  absorbents,  others  the  secre- 
tions. One  remedy  will  build  up,  another  destroy ;  one  will 
quiet,  another  excite.  The  only  law  that  will  cover  this  won- 
derful action  is  that  which  lies  within  the  vital  force  or  power, 
which  in  each  organ,  as  in  each  cell,  bears  a  perfect  counterpart 
to  the  individual,  and  therefore  has  in  its  assimilative  power 
also  a  sense  of  demand.  That  which  is  wanting  it  wills  to  have, 
and  its  power  of  absorption  depends  on  its  adaptation  of  the 
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vital  force  in  the  remedy  to  the  vital  force  in  the  organ  to  be 
acted  upon,  or  the  portion  of  organs,  as  the  cells,  blood  cap- 
sules, etc. 

Thus,  Physiology  brings  to  us  the  wonderful  discovery  of  a 
body  made  up  of  minute  portions,  each  having  characteristic 
forces,  and  in  these  forces  resides  the  power  that  is,  in  all  cases, 
the  cause  of  functionary  disturbance.  One  of  the  distinctive 
characteristics  of  life,  is  motion.  There  can  be  said  to  be  no 
real  rest  while  there  is  life.  The  body  proceeds  in  all  its  func- 
tions with  uninterrupted  precision  as  long  as  there  are  no  disturb- 
ing: influences  at  work  to  derano:e  the  vital  force.  But  the 
moment  that  such  disturbance  takes  place,  we  find  motions 
more  or  less  irregular.  There  is  a  constant  eflfbrt  to  re-arrange 
all  disarranged  particles,  or  to  throw  off  all  foreign  substances. 
It  would  seem  as  if  each  organ  had  a  consciousness,  and  could 
express  in  individual  action  its  condition.  It  is  to  this  individ- 
ual action  that  we  owe  the  knowledge  we  gain  of  functionary 
disturbances. 

Physiologically  considered,  each  organ  of  the  human  economy 
is  capable  of  expressing  itself  through  its  action,  and  imper- 
fect action  is  the  guide  to  lead  to  the  proper  diagnosis  of  disease. 
On  the  other  hand,  every  remedy  may  be  said  to  have  its 
dynamic  force,  which  is  capable  of  changing  the  action  of  some 
parts  of  the  system. 

Physiology  is  the  revelator  of  the  life  force,  and  brings  to 
light  the  condition  of  the  various  portions  of  the  human  frame. 
But,  if  we  may  so  speak,  there  is  a  physiological  law  that  oper- 
ates ill  the  remedies,  making  the  life  force  in  them  a  counter  pa  t 
of  the  body  itself.  Even  the  chemical  changes  that  are  pro- 
duced by  the  introduction  of  certain  substances  into  the  animal 
economy,  may  be  said  to  be  expressions  of  the  law  of  life,  and 
thus,  in  some  degree  functional.  The  absorption  that  immedi- 
ately takes  place  in  tlie  body,  as  soon  as  a  foreign  substance 
capable  of  being  disintegrated,  comes  in  contact  with  the  ab- 
sorbing vessels,  proves  how  directly  and  actively  every  atom 
of  life  fulfils  the  law  of  its  existence,  and  becomes  a  power  to 
change  and  re-arrange  other  atoms.  The  drain  that  continu- 
ally goes  on  in  the  human  system,  by  the  giving  out  of  power 
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in  the  form  of  thought  and  physical  labor,  is  made  upon  the 
whole  system,  and  the  supply  must  come  back  to  all  parts. 
Food  and  drink,  air  and  magnetism  continually  build  up  the 
waste  places.  The  whole  body  is  a  great  laboratory,  wherein 
changes  continually  take  place.  But  mere  chemical  change  is 
but  a  slight  part  of  the  work  done.  Chemical  change  may  be 
said  to  be  the  re-arrangement  of  particles.  Thsir  distribu- 
tion lies  within  the  power  or  the  force  which  we  may  call  the 
interior  or  spiritual  life  of  the  atoms  themselves. 

As  one  of  the  beautiful  proofs  of  the  vital  force  residing  in 
each  atom,  and  its  wonderful  character,  is  the  repair  of  injuries 
that  takes  place  almost  immediately.  If  the  arm  or  other 
members  are  wounded,  often  the  hemorrhage  ceases  spontane- 
ously, and  there  follows  a  plastic  exudation  in  which  cellular 
formation  and  transformation  take  place;  and  finally,  the 
wound  heals.  Each  process  has  been  towards  a  perfect  restor- 
ation. Chemical  law  is  not  suflfioient  to  produce  such  a 
wonderful  result.  We  find  a  force  at  work  that  does  the  very 
best  and  only  thing  to  be  accomplished.  Each  atom  does 
its  work  and  does  it  well. 

May  we  not  suppose  that  what  is  true  of  one  external  injury 
is  also  true  of  an  internal  derangement.  The  vital  force  is 
ever  on  the  alert  to  repair  all  injuries,  and  it  holds  itself  con- 
nected with  every  minutest  portion  of  the  human  frame.  All 
that  is  necessary  is  to  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  alVobstructions 
to  the  action  of  the  vital  force. 

From  what  we  know  through  Physiological  science,  of  the 
fiteady  and  uniform  action  of  all  portions  of  the  human  organ- 
ism, we  may  safely  trust  nature,  and  be  assured  that  she  will 
do  her  best  towards  expressing  the  truest  and  highest  laws  of 
existence.  We  need  only  to  aid  her  efforts.  K  there  is  a 
thorn  in  the  flesh,  Nature  goes  about  the  work  of  removing  it, 
but  she  is  obliged  to  proceed  slowly,  and  do  in  days  what  a 
skillful  hand  could  perform  in  a  moment.  But  the  cause  of 
disturbance  once  removed,  Nature  does  the  rest. 

In  disease,  first,  by  knowledge  of  the  normal  action  of  each 
part  of  the  human  frame,  find  where  is  the  functional  disturb- 
ance.    Eemove  the  offending  cause,  and  trust  to  the  power  of 
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Nature  to  act  promptly  and  well.  To  aid  Nature  to  do  her 
work  is  the  only  process  by  which  the  medical  feculty  can  be 
of  service.  To  give  the  proper  stimulant  to  the  vital  force  and 
to  understand  the  nature  and  power  of  drug  adaptation,  is  the 
task  before  the  man  of  science.  But  I  intrude  upon  other 
subjects. 

The  importance  of  a  more  thorough  physiological  education 
must  be  felt  before  the  profession  can  achieve  its  greatest 
work.  It  may  be  enough  for  one  man  to  be  able  to  cure  disease 
by  the  knowledge  gained  through  experience,  but  the  operation 
of  laws  and  the  causes  of  disease,  with  their  consequent  condi- 
tions, must  be  understood  before  much  advance  can  be  made 
towards  the  ultimatum  of  medical  science. 


■>  ♦  < 


utiiu  uf  ^Mtint. 


CASE  OF  OOUaH  WITH  VKUSUAL  COMPLICATIONS. 


BY   S.    J.    FULTON,    M.    D. 
A  Report  before  tie  Michigan  Hamaopathie  Institute,  June  19 th^  1866. 


Allow  me  to  present  to  your  body  a  report  of  a  case  which 
has  been  of  the  greatest  interest  to  me,  one  to  which  I  have 
thus  far  failed  to  find  a  parallel,  in  all  the  records  that  I  can 
obtain — ^hoping  that  its  relation  may  prove  of  interest  to  you, 
and  if  any  of  the  members  are  aware  of  a  similar  case,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  receive  a  history  of  it. 

The  patient,  Mrs.  F.,  a  lady  64  years  of  age,  has  for  the  past 
25  years  been  subject  to  a  cough,  severe  in  form  and  very  ex- 
hausting in  nature,  arising,  according  to  the  opinion  of  some  of 
our  physicians,  from  an  irritation  of  tlie  mucous  membrane  of 
the  limgs.  It  is  very  much  influenced  by  anything  affecting  her 
nervous  system.  She  has  for  years  had  most  profuse  mucous 
expectoration  accompanying  her  cough,  which  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  so  severe  and  violent  that  she  has  been  obliged,, 
whenever  she  has  a  severe  paroxysm  of  coughing,  to  lay  her 
hand  on  her  left  eye  to  retain  it  in  its  proper  position  ;  else  it 
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would  be  frequently  forced  from  its  socket,  out  level  with  the 
eyebrow,  returning  at  once,  to  its  proper  position  upon  cessation 
of  the  paroxysm. 

On  Wednesday  A.  m.,  April  16th,  the  eyeball  was  thrown 
from  its  sockets,  protruding  somewhat  beyond  the  arch  of  the 
eyebrow,  and  swelling  so  as  to  fill  up  the  entire  space  level  with 
the  nose.  At  first  the  pain  was  not  very  intense,  nor  was  the 
visual  power  of  the  right  eye  materially  affected.  All  our 
efforts  to  restore  it  to  its  proper  position  were  at  the  time 
unavailing.  Dr.  H.,  an  excellent  surgeon,  and  myself,  tried 
repeatedly  to  reduce  the  displacement,  but  no  material  change 
was  affected  till  Thursday,  p.  m.,  when  the  patient,  by  constant 
manipulation,  and  by  exercises  of  the  proper  muscles  of  the 
eye,  (for  strange  to  say,  at  this  time  she  could  move  the  eye, 
turning  it  nearly  as  usual,)  finally  succeeded  in  restoring  it  to 
its  accustomed  place.  The  eye  was  now  retained  in  situ  by  aii 
open  circular  compress  fitting  around  the  eyeball,  but  not  cov- 
ering the  pupil,  and  all  went  very  well  till  Friday  forenoon. 
In  coughing,  the  compress  became  somewhat  displaced,  and 
the  ball  pressing  against  it,  was  again  thrown  from  its  socket 
and  highly  congested.  The  suffering  now  was  more  acute  and 
distressing  than  anything  I  had  ever  before  witnessed.  A  single 
fold  of  linen,  wet  at  first  in  Arnica  solution,  afterwards  in 
Aconite,  was  all  that  she  could  endure.  This  was  covered 
with  a  fold  of  dry  cotton  batting  to  exclude  the  air. 

The  eye  swelled  severely,  and  for  days  with  every  paroxysm 
of  coughing  we  feared  a  rupture  of  the  membranes  of  the  eye. 
It  was  so  badly  swollen  that  the  eyelids  failed  to  cover  it,  not 
meeting  at  the  inner  angle  of  the  eye  within  an  eighth  or  three- 
sixteenths  of  an  inch.  The  conjuctiva  was  so  engorged  and 
congested  that  it  protruded,  filling  the  space  between  the  lids, 
appearing  very  much  like  beef  pounded  to  a  pulp.  It  was  now 
impossible  to  open  the  eye  or  raise  the  lid  at  all,  and  the  least 
touch  upon  the  eyeball  is  more  than  she  can  endure.  Tlie 
sight  of  the  right  eye  is  now  very  much  affected,  and  we  greatly 
fear  that  she  will  bo  entirely  deprived  of  her  sight,  as  she  can 
scarcely  distinguish  any  object  at  the  distance  of  a  few  feet 
Aconite,  Belladonna  and  Pulsatilla  were  freely  used  externally 
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and  internally  till  May  5th,  when  the  inflammation  began  rap- 
idly to  subside,  and  continued  to  improve  steadily  until  the 
11th,  when  the  discharge,  which  has  been  constant  for  some 
days,  became  so  acrid  and  corrosive  as  to  eat  the  edges  of  the 
lids,  producing  severe  smarting  pain,  and  threatening  disorgan- 
ization in  another  form.  This,  however,  shortly  yielded  to  an 
application  of  Hydrastis  can.,  speedily  changing  the  nature  of 
the  discharge.  May  13th,  we  were  able  for  an  instant  to  raise 
the  lid  from  the  left  eye,  which  appears  very  nearly  restored  to 
its  proper  position  and  size,  and  find  that  she  can  discern  ob- 
jects lying  in  her  lap,  but  the  effort  causes  intense  pain,  almost 
fainting.  From  this  time  till  the  present  writing,  June  15th, 
improvement  has  been  steadily  advancing.  The  swelling  is 
entirely  removed.  The  visual  power  is  daily  improving,  and 
though  her  eyes  are  both  very,  weak,  we  feel  encouraged  to 
hope  that  her  sight  will  be  fully  restored.  Still,  almost  each 
day  she  is  reminded  of  the  feeble  tenure  by  which  the  eye  is 
retained  in  situ,  for  several  times,  from  some  slight  exertion, 
the  eye  has  swollen  badly  and  for  a  short  time  has  been  ex- 
tremely painful.  Her  paroxysms  of  coughing  still  affect  the 
eye  and  require  the  most  careful  attention  on  her  part  to  pre- 
vent, again,  a  return  of  the  former  trouble. 


For  the  American  Homoeopatliic  Observer. 
SCRAPS    OF    THEBAPETTTICS. 


BY  THOMAS  NICIIOL,  M.  D.,  OF  BELLEVILLE,  C.  W. 


Homoeopathic  physicians  have  so  very  much  in  the  way  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  to  study,  in  addition  to  all  the 
various  sciences  and  arts  required  by  him  who  essays  to  prac- 
tice "  the  art  almost  divine,"  that  there  is  some  danger  that 
much  that  is  really  valuable  may  be  overlooked  and  forgotten. 
With  this  preface,  I  will  note  down  a  few  "  scraps  of  thera- 
peutics," and  will  give  a  second  instalment  at  some  future 
time,  should  these  prove  acceptable  to  the  readers  of  my  favor- 
ite journal. 

Ferrum  iodatum  in  JRetroversio  Uteri, — I  have  used  this  prep- 
aration of  iron  in  two  cases  of  this  most  troublesome  disease. 
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In  both  cases  the  womb  was  decidedly  retroverted,  the  ftindus 
tilted  over  and  resting  on  the  rectum.  In  addition,  it  was 
enlarged  and  congested,  and  the  patients  were  troubled  with 
an  almost  constant  ^'  bearing  down,''  not  towards  the  vagina, 
as  in  Prolapsus  Uteri,  but  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  rec- 
tum, and  of  course  there  was  difficulty  in  defecation.  There 
was  also  present  the  steady  aching  pain  in  the  back  which  Dr. 
Fleetwood  Churchill  attributes  to  ^'the  pressiu'e  of  the  fundus 
uteri  on  the  sacral  nerves,"  and  the  dysmenorrhoea  at  the 
monthly  periods  was  very  severe.  In  one  of  the  cases  adhesion 
had  taken  place  between  the  fundus  uteri  and  the  rectum;  the 
other  case,  not  being  of  such  long  standing,  had  escaped  this 
serious  complication.  The  remedy  was  given  in  half-grain 
doses  of  the  second  decimal  trituration  three  times  a  day,  and 
in  both  cases  complete  recovery  followed  the  persevering  use  of 
the  remedy.  I  used  no  mechanical  appliances,  as  I  am  thor- 
oughly convinced  that  they  are  worse  than  useless.  I  regret 
that  I  did  not  keep  notes  of  the  cases,  as  it  is  always  interest- 
ing to  note  the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  morbid  phenom- 
ena before  the  action  of  a  true  specific. 

Argentum  nitricum  in  Atrophy  of  the  Penis. — ^I  have  treated 
a  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  with  various  remedies,  but  I 
incline  to  the  opinion  that  Argentum  nitricum  is  the  leading 
remedy.  Let  me  sketch  a  typical  case,  one  out  of  many.  The 
penis,  then,  was  exceedingly  small,  the  glans  penis  cold  and 
almost  wholly  deficient  in  feeling.  Sexual  feeling  was  almost 
extinct,  while  seminal  emissions  were  very  frequent  and 
eichausting.  I  gave  the  remedy,  singly  and  alone,  in  grain 
doses  of  the  third  decimal  trituration,  three  times  a  day,  and 
the  effect  was  remarkable.  The  virile  organ  enlarged,  the 
emissions  were  checked,  erections  were  strong  and  energetic? 
while  the  miserable  patient  emerged  from  what  had  almost 
seemed  the  ''  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death"  into  the  bright 
sunlight  of  health.  "Floreat  Homceopathia"  was  ^A^  motto 
forevermore. 

Colocynthis  in  Fanraphimom, — One  morning  late  in  the  year 
1858  a  young  man  came  into  my  office  whom  I  knew  had  been 
married  on  the  preceding  day,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  hesita- 
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tion  he  told  me  that  there  was  ^omethi^g  wrong  with  liim.  I 
asked  him  what  it  was,  when  he  uncovered  the  virile  organ 
and  showed  me  such  a  caoe  of  paraphimosis  as  I  had  never 
even  imagined,  The  glaii^s  penis  was  as  large  as  a  clenched 
fist,  while  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  prepuce  encircled  it 
like  gigantic  rose  leaves,  while  the  preputial  orifice  tightly 
encircled  the  body  of  the  organ.  The  swelling  was  of  a  dark 
purple  color,  and  the  pain  was  very  severe.  I  went  home  with 
him  and  for  a  couple  of  hours  did  my  best  to  draw  the  prepuce 
over  the  glaiis.  I  applied  Arnica,  I  used  the  cold  douche  and 
the  hot  douche,  "extremes  by  change  more  fierce,"  but  all  in 
vain.  The  patient  rested  for  an  Jiour  or  so,  and  then  I  tried 
again,  but  with  as  little  success.  Alter  resting  another  hour, 
I  found  matters  unchanged.  I  then  put  ten  drops  of  the  3d 
dilution  of  Colocynth  into  a  tumbler  of  water  and  gave  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  few  minutes,  at  the  same  time  applying  a 
stronger  solution  of  the  same  remedy  locally,  and  after  three 
doses  the  constriction  suddenly  relaxed  and  the  prepuce  was 
easily  drawn  forward.  The  symptom  which  guided  me  in  the 
selection  of  this  remedy  was  "  retraction  of  the  prepuce  behind 
the  glans  during  sleep."*  Some  may  say  that  this  is  a  mista- 
king the  post  hoc  for  the  propter  hoc  ;  if  so,  it  is  a  very  remark- 
able one,  for  I  used  every  imaginable  means  before  resorting  to 
the  Colocynthis. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
MY    EXPERIENCE    WITH    NEW    REMEDIES. 


BY  G.  V,  NEWCOMB,  M.  D.,    BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 


I  have  occasionally  made  the  acquaintance  of  some  few  of 
the  new  remedies,  as  proved  by  Hale  and  others,  and  used  them 
with  pleasure  to  myself  and  profit  to  my  patients.  I  could  say 
considerable  in  regard  to  the  action  of  Baptisia  in  calming  and 
tranquilizing  the  unstrung  nervous  system,  and  sustaining  the 
exhausted  vitality  during  the  oppressive  influence  of  the  poison 
of  typhoid  or  other  fevers,  thus  affording  a  speedier  convales- 
cence than  China  or  any  of  its  cognates.  It  is  unequalled 
even  by  Seneca  of  the  old  school. 

*  Jahr's  Symtomen  Codex,  vol.  I,  page  579. 
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I  have  derived  great  satisfaction  in  the  use  of  Gel^minuin, 
especially  in  the  first  stages  of  typhoid  fever,  followed  in  thd 
latter  by  the  Baptisia,  with  the  occasional  use  of  China  and 
Arsenicum.  Phytolacca  I  have  tised  with  ^ome  benefit  in 
diphtheria.  It  seems  to  modify  the  blood  poi&oh  and  give  a 
chance  for  other  remedies  to  control  its  depredations. 

I  have  used  Cimicifuga  with  considerable  benefit  in  muscu* 
lar  rheumatism,  and  also  with  marked  success  in  some  few  cases 
of  labor.  It  seems  to  have  a  surprising  effect  upon  the  os  uteri 
by  producing  its  normal  dilatation  by  administering  it  some 
days  previous  to  confinement,  thereby  modifying  the  whole 
process  from  beginning  to  end. 

I  have  used  other  remedies  with  like  success,  and  feel  assured 
that  in  the  further  and  more  certain  provings  of  our  indigenous 
plants  we  shall  have  placed  in  our  hands  remedies  which  will 
be  prompt  and  expeditious  in  assisting  unerringly  the  great  and 
good  vis  medicatrix  natura  in  the  discharge  of  her  maternal 
duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  especially  those  who 
may  require  her  services. 


For  the  American  HomoBopathic  Obeenrer. 
ATROPINE    IN    OEBBBBAIi    SPINAL     MBNINGITIS. 


BT  O.  G.  STRONG,  H.  D., 


This  alarming  and  much  dreaded  disease  has  called  forth  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  in  this  country  among  the  medical 
profession  of  different  schools,  in  reference  to  the  best  agents 
to  be  employed  and  their  mode  of  application  to  successfully 
control  and  cure  this  malady.  That  an  item,  or  an  idea,  sug- 
gested by  myself  through  the  columns  of  the  Observer  may  be 
of  benefit  to  some  care  worn  and  almost  desponding  disciple 
of  our  school  who  has  on  hand,  or  may  have  hereafter,  an 
almost  hopeless  case  of  cerebral  spinal  meningitis  ;  I  say  try 
Atropine  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  capable  of  performing 
wonders.  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease  during  the  past  ten  years.  I  have  used 
many  different  agents  in  its  treatment  with  uncertain  results. 
I  may  say  I  have  experimented  with  all  the  different  agents 
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that,  as  I  thought,  would  have  a  bearing  upon  the  disease,  but 
more  or  less  uncertain  results  followed  their  use,  with  one 
exception,  that  was  Atropine.  I  have  not  lost  a  single  case  in 
the  past  year,  and  I  have  had  many,  some  original  and  some 
second  hand  cases  of  the  most  malignant  character,  so  bad  that 
no  one  that  saw  them  thought  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
recover.  But  the  Atropine,  in  every  case,  acted  like  a  charm, 
and  gave  permanent  relief.  I  use  the  Atropine  in  the  third 
trituration,  in  doses  of  from  one  to  three  grains,  from  one  to 
four  hours  apart,  according  to  circumstances.  I  generally  use 
Baptisia  in  alternation  to  control  the  febrile  symptoms.  And 
after  the  disease  is  checked,  if  there  should  be  any  predisposi- 
tion to  typhus,  I  use  in  alternation  such  typhus  remedies  as 
will  control  or  check  off  any  typhus  symptoms,  and  all  my 
cases  with  ease  recover. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obsenret. 
ETJPATORITJM    PEBFOLIATTJM    IN   INTEBMITTENTS. 


BY    C.  NEIDHARD,  M.  D.,    PHILA. 


Case  1. — After  Eupatorium  perfoliatum  third  decimal,  T.  L. 
had  one  more  attack  and  then  no  more.  History  and  symptoms  : 
Had  the  chills  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  for  three  months,  after  which 
he  was  five  weeks  free  from  fever.  Quinine  in  ordinary  allopathic 
dose3  removed  the  chills,  but  they  returned.  In  January  last 
felt  for  three  or  four  days  an  aching  and  weakness  in  the  bones,  thirst 
before  chills,  which  always  issue  in  at  noon.  The  last  attack  had 
been  receding  to  7  a.  m.,  with  the  following  symptoms  :  The  chill 
lasted  two  hours,  followed  by  heat  and  perspiration,  with  headache. 
As  the  chill  went  off  nausea  and  weakness  of  the  stomach ;  no  thirst 
during  the  fever.  After  Eupatorium  3.  he  had  a  most  violent  chill 
at  6  A.  M.,  then  no  more  as  mentioned  above. 

2d  Case, — Creeping  chills  all  day,  mostly  in  the  back,  hands 
and  feet,  like  ice,  but  slightly  all  over  the  body  ;  thirst  in  the  fore- 
noon ;  constipation  of  the  bowels,  great  prostration  of  strength  ,  there 
was  headache  during  the  fever,  afterwards  fever  without  any  perspi- 
ration. Natrum  mur.  tincture,  drop  doses,produced  violent  perspiration 
without  stopping  the  chills.  Arsen.  cured  the  prostration  of  strength, 
pain  and  rigors  in  chest ;  Eupatorium  per.,  20  drops  in  a  tumblerful 
of  water,  a  teaspoonful  twice  a  day,  cured. 

3fi?  Case, — A  homoeopathic  physician,  from  this  county,  wrote  to 
me  as  follows  :     **  I  have  been  attending  George,  (a  little  boy,  set  8,) 
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or  the  past  two  weeks,  for  an  irregular  intermittent,  with  very  little 
success.  I  have  given  Aconite,  Arsenicum,  Natrum  muriat.,  China, 
with  very  little  advantage.  Sometimes  he  has  the  chills  every  day, 
again  every  other  day,  and  sometimes  every  third  day.  The  chill 
also  occurs  at  different  periods  of  the  day  ;  you  hardly  know  when 
to  expect  it.'*  The  patient  brought  the  note  himself  with  his  father. 
Picture  of  the  disease ;  violent  shaking  chill  at  9^  a.  m.,  for  one  hour 
and  a  half,  after  which  heat  one  hour,  followed  by  slight  perspiration. 
The  second  paroxysm  took  place  the  same  day  at  12  o'clock,  noon, 
thus  forming  a  double  quotidian  consisting  of  a  chill  with  heat,  fol- 
lowed by  profuse  perspiration  for  two  or  three  hours.  Thirst  during 
the  whole  time  except  Che  last  perspiration.  He  also  picks  his  nose, 
and  is  stiff  in  his  limbs.  Eupatorium  per.,  in  strong  doses  soon  per- 
manently cured  the  little  boy.  A  few  doses  of  quinine  confirmed  the 
cure.     Small  doses  had  no  effect  on  this  boy. 

4ith  Case: — Symptoms:  Slight  chills  with  cold  feet;  dry  skin 
and  no  perspiration  ;  aching  in  the  forehead  ;  occasionally  some  per- 
spiration in  the  morning,  also  beat  on  the  top  of  the  head  with  buz- 
zing in  the  ears.  Breath  smells  mouldy  and  sourish  ;  oppression  in 
the  middle  of  the  chest,  with  cough,  causing  pain  in  the  spine  ;  ach- 
ing in  the  lower  part  of  the  back.  Eupatorium  per.,  tincture  in  water, 
cured.  The  chest  symptoms  which  were  only  relieved  by  Eupatorium 
per.,  were  finally  cured  by  Sepia  6. 

bth  Case  : — Every  afternoon,  at  4  o'clock,  chills  and  fever  charac- 
terized by  red  cheeks  on  both  sides.  Before  the  fever  commences, 
at  3  p.  M.,  thirst.  The  skin  remains  dry,  the  tongue  is  coated  yellow, 
and  bilious  discharges  from  the  bowels.  Eupatorium  per.,  in  water, 
cured  this  case  soon. 

6^/i  Case : — Another  case  characterized  by  chills,  followed  by  fever 
with  slight  perspiration  and  thirst ;  was  also  cured  by  Eupatorium 
per.,  in  water. 


For  the  American  Homceopathic  Obserrer. 
EUPATORIXTBC     PUBPTTBEUU. 


REPORT  OF   THREE  CASES  CURED  BY  EUPATORIUM   PURPUREUM. 
BY  B.  L.  DRESSER,  M«  D.,  SEARSPORT,  MAINE. 


My  clinical  experience  with  the  Queen  of  the  Meadow  has  been 

quite  limited,  though  it  has  proved  itself  of  great  value  in  a  number 

of  cases. 

Case  \st. — Elias  Stafford  enlisted  as  one  of  the  nine  months  men, 
some  three  years  ago.  Immediately  upon  joining  his  regiment  he 
took  a  violent  cold.  While  suffering  from  this  he  began  to  experience 
an  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  which  continued  to   in- 
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oreafie  until  it  became  thoroughly  established,  as  a  oonfirmed  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  bladder. 

While  he  remained  in  the  army  he  was  treated  by  a  number  of 
different  physicians.  Upon  arriving  home  at  the  close  of  his  term 
of  service,  he  then  became  my  patient,  and  has  continued  to  be  and 
still  is  my  patient.  During  this  long  course  of  treatment  I,  of  course, 
used  a  good  many  different  remedies  without  any  particular  success, 
unless  this  may  be  called  a  success  that  he  did  not  get  any  worse. 
Until  about  four  months  ago  he  remained  about  the  same.  At  that 
time  I  administered  Queen  of  the  Meadow  for  the  following  symp- 
toms :  Smarting,  burning  in  the  bladder  ;  soreness  and  pain  in  the 
bladder  ;  severe,  deep,  dull  aching  in  the  bladder  ;  smarting,  burning 
in  the  urethra ;  most  excruciating  smarting  upon  passing  urine ; 
numbness  of  the  legs ;  deep,  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys  ;  very  much  emaciated ;  hectic  fever;  night  sweats  ;,  rheu- 
matic pains  shifting  from  place  to  place.  The  above  symptoms  he 
has  suffered  with  more  or  less  intensity,  from  the  beginning,  though 
after  having  taken  the  Eupatorium,  the  first  dose  even,  the  disease 
began  to  yield.  I  used  the  concentrated  tincture  made  of  the  root, 
second  dilution,  twenty  drops  added  to  four  ounces  of  distilled  water, 
two  teaspoonfuls  or  about  four  drachms  at  a  dose,  four  times  each  day. 
Immediately  upon  taking  the  medicine,  he  began  to  improve  from  day 
to  day.  In  a  few  weeks  he  was  enabled  to  attend  to  his  business. 
He  is  a  common  laborer. 

Case  2d. — Mrs.  P.,  pregnant,  seven  months  of  her  time  having 
expired.  In  order  to  visit  her  relatives,  it  was  necessary  to  ride  four 
miles  over  a  very  rough  road.  Such  jolting  and  shaking  •could  not 
be  borne  with  impunity.  Besides,  during  the  journey  she  took  a  bad 
cold.  On  the  following  day  she  found  herself  sick.  Violent  head- 
ache, soreness  all  over,  aching,  gnawing  in  the  joints  ;  eyes  red  and 
swollen  ;  violent  cutting  pain  in  the  back ;  labor  like  pains  in  the 
back ;  constant  desire  to  void  urine ;  most  excruciating  smarting 
and  burning  in  the  urethra  upon  voiding  the  urine  ;  passes  a  few 
drops  at  a  time,  and  is  obliged  to  make  the  effort  very  often  ;  numb- 
ness of  the  legs  ;  deep,  dull  ache  in  the  kidneys,  also  in  the  bladder  ; 
pulse  90.  Administered  Eupatorium  2d  dilution,  twenty  drops  in 
four  ounces  of  water.  Dose,  four  drachms  once  in  two  hours ; 
lengthened  the  intervals  as  she  improved^  In  twelve  hours  the 
patient  was  convalescent. 

Case  Sd. — An  infant  two  weeks  old.  Symptoms  :  Moaning  suf- 
fering, expressed  by  its  peculiar  cries.  Its  lower  belly  swollen  and 
hot.  Bestlessness,  tossing ;  constant  moaning ;  had  not  wet  its 
napkin  for  forty-eight  hours.  During  that  time  the  child  had  been 
attended  by  an  allopathic  physician.  In  spite  of  this  mischief,  the 
Eupatorium  worked  like  a  charm.  I  administered  the  medicine  in 
the  following  manner :  Second  dilution,  one  drop  to  six  ounces  of 
water,  half  a  teaspoonful  at  a  dose  once  in  every  half  hour  until  it 
voided  its  urine  ;  after  that  time,  once  in  three  hours.  After  taking 
a  few  doses,  the  child  voided  its  urine,  and    immediately  recovered. 


AMERICAN  HOM(EOPATHIC  OBSERVER.         407 


Materia  ^Mu. 


For  the  American  Homoeopatbio  Obserrer. 
EX7PAT0BIUM     PUBPX7BEUH. 


PROVING   BY   B.    L.    DRESSER,  if.D.,    SEARSPORT,  MAINE. 


Mrs.  H.  H.  Dresser,  who  is  the  subject  upon  which  this  proving 
has  been  made,  i»  my  wife.  She  has  a  nervous-sanguine  tempera- 
ment ;  complexion  very  fair,  with  light  hair  and  light  blue  eyes. 
Mrs.  D.  is  very  susceptible  to  the  action  or  influence  of  medicine,  so 
much  so  that  the  two-hundreth  dilution  of  some  medicines  will  act 
energetically.  During  the  past  six  years  which  I  have  practiced 
homoeopathic  medicine,  Mrs.  D.  has  tested  or  partially  proved  very 
many  of  our  principal  medicines.  The  object  in  view  has  been  to 
verify  certain  characteristic  symptoms,  which  has  been  done  in  almost 
every  trial. 

In  proving  this  medicine  great  care  was  taken  to  record  no  symp- 
toms but  those  produced  by  the  medicine.  The  proving  was  continued 
ten  days,  beginning  in  the  morning  at  6  o'clock  with  ten  drops,  increas- 
ing each  dose  which  was  taken  at  intervals  once  in  eight  hours,  up 
to  sixty  drops. 

GENERAL    SYMPTOMS. 

Headt — Sensation  as  if  falling  toward  the  left  side.  Head  feels 
light ;  cannot  get  rid  of  the  sensation  as  if  falling  to  the  left.  Dull, 
sleepy  ;  great  effort  required  in  order  to  move  about ;  lightness  of 
the  head  ;  worse  in  the  morning,  disappearing  at  twelve  o'clock*  Suf- 
fers from  an  unusual  wakefulness,  witn  a  staring  look  of  the  eyes  ; 
Dizziness  of  the  head,  with  a  sensation  as  if  falling  to  the  left  side  t 
Light  and  dizzy,  as  though  flying  round  and  round ;  hard  thumping 
pain  on  the  left  occipital  bone  ;  sensation  as  if  her  head  was  moving 
in  all  directions.  Dizzy,  with  deep,  dull,  aching  pain  through  the 
temporal  region  on  the  left  side.  Head  feels  as  though  she  had  a 
bad  cold.  Constant  falling  to  the  left  side  has  been  a  marked 
symptom. 

IntegHnent  of  the  Headt — Soreness  of  the  scalp  ;  itching  of  the 
scalp  ;  fine  pricking  sensation,  rather  pleasurable  than  otherwise ; 
tenderness  of  the  scalp. 

Eyes* — Weeping ;  copious  flow  of  tears ;  staring,  looking 
with  fixed  eyes,  wide  open ;  eyes  fastened  with  an  earnest  look 
upon  some  object.  Feels  sleepy  ;  cannot  see  as  far  as  usual ;  weep- 
ing, filling  the  lids  with  tears,  causing  constant  wiping  of  the  eyes. 
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£lirSt — Reports  in  the  ears  ;  feeling  as  though  they  were  full ; 
filled  up  ;  crackling  in  the  ears,  like  the  burning  of  birch-bark,  very 
much  aggravated  upon  swallowing  anything ;  squeaking  sound  in 
the  ears. 

N0S6* — Discharges  thin,  watery  fluid ;  constant  discharge  of  a 
sore  from  continued  wiping  ;  abundant  discharge  of  a  thin,  watery 
fluid. 

FaC6« — Burning  heat  in  the  face  ;  rush  of  blood  to  the  face  ;  con- 
gestion ;  face  burning,  red,  dry,  hot  to  the  touch  ;  shining  appearance 
of  the  face,  as  when  having  used  a  large  quantity  of  soap 
in  washing.  Light,  dizzy  sensation,  in  which  the  whole  body 
seems  to  participate.  Faint  and  weak  from  which  the  whole  body 
suffers.  Dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  head,  most  severe  in  the  forehead; 
vertex  full,  pressing  as  though  lifting  up  from  adjoining  piirts  ; 
confused,  heavy ;  cannot  seem  to  prevent  falling  toward  the  left 
side. 

Month  and  Tongne* — Abundance  of  saliva  in  the  mouth  ;  in- 
creased  action  of  all  the  glands  of  the  month  ;  gums  red  and  hot ; 
pricking  and  stinging  in  the  end  of  the  tongue. 

Throat* — During  the  entire  proving,  she  experienced  a  continued 
smarting  and  burning,  most  severe  in  the  posterior  part.  Yawning, 
gaping,  sighing,  were  symptoms  that  attended  the  entire  proving. 
Choking,  fullness  of  the  throat,  compelling  her  to  swallow  every  few 
minutes  ;  burning  smarting,  'as  if  having  been  scalded  by  swallow- 
ing some  hot  substance  ;  ro(ighness  and  dryness  in  the  throat ;  flut- 
tering in  the  throat  pit ;  s6reness  of  the  throat ;  sensation  in  the 
throat  as  if  having  swallowed  tobacco  ;  smarting  in  the  posterior  part 
of  the  throat ;  fine,  prickly  sensation  of  the  posterior  part  of  the 
tongue  ;  numb  feeling  of  the  tongue,  as  if  caused  by  Aconite ;  disa- 
greeable fullness  in  the  throat ;  can  hardly  prevent  crying.  Home- 
sick, though  occupying  her  own  home  and  surrounded  by  her  own 
family. 

Stomach* — Eructations  was  almost  a  constant  symptom,  particu- 
larly immediately  after  taking  the  medicine  ;  great  quantity  of  wind 
in  the  stomach  ;  crampy  pain  ;  sickness  of  the  stomach,  came  near 
vomiting  ;  great  nausea  ;  eructations  sometimes  more,  sometimes  less ; 
swelling  and  fullness,  mostly  on  the  left  side.  Took  forty  drops  of 
the  medicine  ;  in  twenty  minutes  eructations  most  violent ;  griping, 
crampy  pain  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  feels  weak,  sick ;  cannot 
move  without  making  a  great  effort. 

Abdomeni — Fullness  and  pain  in  the  bowels  ;  rolling,  rumbling 
in  the  bowels  ;  crampy,  windy  bowels ;  rumbling,  rolling,  twisting 
pain  in  the  bowels  ;  pain  and  soreness  of  the  whole  abdomen,  but  much 
the  worse  on  the  left  side  ;  bowels  hard  as  a  rock ;  fullness  of  the 
bowels  ;  tense  cutting  pain  two  inches  above  the  left  ovary  ;  heavy 
pressure  all  day  on  the  rectum. 

Stool. — Feeling  as  though  the  bowels  must  be  moved  immediately 
without  being  able  to  do  so  ;    pressure  upon   the  rectum  ;  pain   and 
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suffering  as  if  from   diarrhoea,  thongh  the   passages  were  not  much 
altered. 

Urinary  Organs* — Took  ten  drops  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
before  eating.  In  exactly  half  an  hour,  she  experienced  a  smart, 
quick,  jerking  motion  in  the  left  ovary  ;  also  immediately  above  it. 
There  is  a  deep  dull  pain  in  the  left  kidney.  At  the  interval  of  an 
hour  she  experienced  a  desire  to  void  urine  ;  cannot  get  rid  of  the 
sensation  ;  strong  desire  to  pass  water,  having  ten  minutes  previously 
evacuated  the  bladder.  Constant  urging  to  urinate  all  day  ;  has 
passed  twice  as  much  urine  during  the  day  as  usual.  Heavy  pres- 
sure during  the  day  directly  above  the  left  ovary.  Having  evacuated 
the  bladder  every  half  hour  during  the  day,  still  the  bladder  is  full 
and  tense.  Took  forty  drops  ;  then  after  an  interval  of  twenty  min- 
utes felt  an  uncontrollable  desire  to  void  the  urine ;  after  which,  she 
experienced  a  severe  colic  pain  occupying  the  whole  extent  of  the 
abdomen  ;  a  dull,  deep  pain  in  the  kidneys  ;  also  another  cutting  pain, 
very  severe,  in  the  kidneys  ;  the  two  pains  seem  to  be  separate  and 
distinct,  one  from  the  other.  Was  obliged  to  evacuate  the  bladder 
four  times  within  one  hour  ;  as  much  in  quantity  each  time  as  when 
not  under  the  influence  of  the  medicine.  Constant  desire  to  pass 
water  accompanied  by  a  cutting,  aching  pain  in  the  bladder  ;  Deep, 
dull  pain  in  the  innominata ;  fullness  of  Ihe  bladder  ;  hard  aching 
pressure  upon  the  bladder ;  constant  desire  to  evacuate  the  bladder, 
which,  after  having  been  done,  is  not  satisfactory  ;  abundant  urine  ; 
cutting  pain,  pressure,  fullness,  in  the  bladder.  Five  o'clock,  even- 
ing,— scalding  upon  passing  urine ;  smarting  of  the  urethra  upon 
voiding  urine  ;  burning,  smarting  pain  in  the  water  passage  ;  feeling 
unnatural  desire  to  strain  to  urge  the  urine  on  ;  the  stream  does  not 
appear  as  large  as  natural ;  feeling  as  though,  having  retained  the 
urine  a  long  time  without  voiding  of  it ;  voiding  urine  as  often  as 
once  an  hour  during  the  whole  day  ;  the  external  generative  organs 
feel  as  though  wet.  This  symptom  was  constant  all  through  the 
proving,  though  a  delusion.  Feeling  as  though  a  continual  voiding 
of  urine  all  the  time  ;  voids  a  great  quantity  of  urine  ;  most  severe, 
cutting  pain  in  the  urethra,  which  goes  and  comes  in  from  five  to  ten 
minutes,  lasting  many  hours  ;  dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  urethra  ;  dull, 
aching  pain  in  the  bladder;  smarting,  burning  in  the  urethra  on  void- 
ing urine.  Those  or  the  above  symptoms  of  the  urethra  began  to  be 
experienced  the  third  day  of  the  proving.  After  that  time  they-  are 
continuous.  Smarting  and  burning  very  intense  in  the  bladder  and 
urethra  ;  so  much  so  that  she  could  not  stand.  The  above  symptoms, 
of  the  urinary  organs,  were  accompanied  by  a  weak,  tired, 
wearied,  faint  feeling,  which  was  almost  insupportable. 

DR.  dresser's   second  PROVING. 

(Observation  on  the  Urine.— Healthy  urine  has  a  light  amber 
color,  different  degrees  of  density,  it  is  transparent  and  has  a  lively 
look,  and  when  strongly  forced  into  a  vessel  it  has  a  sprightly  active 
motion  and  quickly  seeks  a  quiet  state.     It  has  a  specific  gravity  vary- 
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img  from  1010  to  1030.     Tbe   mrenge  ijvaadtj   of  keaitkr 
t&UbmaUd  to  be  horn  M  to  40  ouees  m  :S4  hous.) 

Jam,  1. — At  tw^re  o'clock  hj  wife  Utak  lixij  drt^  of  tke  E^a- 
torisH  fsr.  Tkis  dose  seeaed  to  kare  aa  imm^dj^it 
is  kalf  u  hov  tke  CTBCvatioB  of  faffteca  onees  of 
gmilj  1015,  sewvred  bj  tbo  gnTwetcr ;  color  mm  niji^  from 
tkU  of  beallkj  viiie.  At  oac  o'clock.  Toided  ttm  osBces,  wkick  kad 
a  More  aroantie  taiell  tkaa  tke  IbraMr  passage.  Tern  Bintcs  befoe 
tkiee  o'clock  roided  tea  ouieea,  karing  a  pale  ctAcr,  specific  grmiitj 
tke  mme  as  tke  prerioas  examiaatioa.  At  tkis  examiaadoa  I  first 
obaenred  a  wkite,  iakj  or  ioecaleat  sabstaace  wkiek  I  collected  apoa 
a  filter  fiar  eiaaiiaatioa ;  tkis  prored  to  be  Hacas,  tke  re^t^ 
aadoabtedlj,  of  iafiaauaation  caased  bj  tke  actioa  of  tke  Bcdieine 
apoa  tke  ariaarj  orgaas.  At  foar  o>lock  Toided  twdreoaaces.  At 
six  o'ci^ek  aerem  oaaces ;  a  qoarter  bdore  serea  o'dod^  Toided  five 
oaaees.  Tke  diaracteristic  eoastitaeats  of  tke  ariae  are  aot  ckaaged, 
we  kare  aa  additioa  of  aiacas  ia  aaioaot,  a  eoasiderable  qaaatitf, 
oaa  kalf  oaaee  ia  all  dariag  tke  day.  or  ap  to  sevea  o*clock,  tke 
wholt  aaioaat  of  ariae  rmded  dariag  tke  first  twelve  boars  oi  tke 
pforiag  beiag  58  oaaces.  Tbe  ariae  eertainlj  bas  tke  ^pearaace 
of  diabetic  ariae.  Its  specific  graritj  daring  tke  day  bas  beea 
1015.  UpoB  applying  tbe  test  in  Mtler  to  ascertain  wbetber  tbere 
was  aay  sogar  or  not  in  tbe  ariae  not  tbe  siaallest  trace  coald  be  dis* 
eoTcred.  After  tbe  first  twelve  boors,  froB  tbe  beginning  of  tke 
proring,  tbero  bas  been  mocb  less  ia  qaaatity  tbaa  at  first,  tboa^ 
tke  freqoeaey  ia  Toidiag  it,  aad  tbe  argeocy  by  wbicb  it  is  impelled, 
bas  increased  ia  intensity. 

Jan.  2d — Nine  o'clock,  took  60  drops.  Many  of  the  symptoms 
to-day  are  tbe  same  as  those  recorded  yesterday.  Those  we  do  not 
think  it  adTantageoas  to  repeat.  The  desire  to-day  to  Toid  nrine  bas 
been  almost  un intermitted,  ncTertheless  the  qaaotity  has  been  small. 
The  proTer  has  felt  impelled  to  make  frequent  efforts  to  void  nrine 
without  being  able  to  void  more  than  from  one  half  onnce  to  two 
ounces  at  each  evacuation.  The  effort  to  empty  the  bladder  was  made 
as  often  as  once  in  an  hour,  and  sometimes  much  oftener.  The  urine 
to-day  presents  a  higher  color,  and  has  a  greater  density,  its  specific 
gravity  averaging  1026,  though  it  has,  during  the  day,  presented 
different  densities.  The  characteristic  constituents  of  the  urine  have 
not  been  changed  as  proven  by  examination,  except  by  the  addition 
of  mucus,  which  had  increased  in  quantity. 

Jan.  3d. — Nine  o'clock  took  sixty  drops  of  the  Eupatorium.  The 
condition  of  the  urine  to-day  has  been  almost  exactly  represented  in 
the  record  of  the  preceding  day,  its  specific  gravity  averaging  1028. 
Upon  examination  in  order  to  ascertain  the  characteristics  of  the  urine 
it  was  found  to  be  neutral.  During  the  three  days  the  frequent 
and  tormenting  desire  to  pass  urine,  with  occasional  spasmodic  action 
of  the  bladder  could  not  long  be  borne." 


AMEKICAN  H0M(E0PATHIC   OBSERVER.  411 


*<  What  Might  and  Should  be  the  Social  and  Political  Belations 
of  Homoeopathy  to  the  Dominant  School  of  Medicine." 

Address  of  Prof^HEMPEL  before  the  Mich,  Homaopathie  Institute^  June  19, 1866. 

Colleagues,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — The  social  and  po- 
litical relations  of  homoeopathy  to  the  dominant  school  of 
medicine  are  a  subject  of  vast  importance  not  only  to  the  par- 
ties immediately  interested  in  it,  but  to  the  community  at  large. 
Having  been  invited  to  address  you  on  the  present  occasion  in 
the  place  of  the  gentleman  who  had  been  regularly  selected  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Institute  for  the  performance  of  this 
office,  but  who  was  prevented  by  an  irretrievable  and  sadden- 
ing loss  from  complying  with  this  appointment,  it  has  occurred 
to  me  that  on  the  present  occasion  an  inquiry  into  what  might 
and  should  be  the  social  and  political  relations  of  homoeopathy 
to  the  dominant  school  of  medicine  would  not  be  an  unaccepta- 
ble subject  to  be  presented  for  your  consideration,  more  especi- 
ally in  view  of  the  great  interests  which  our  school  has 
at  stake  in  the  disposition  to  be  made  by  the  present  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  State  University  of  the  constitutional  require- 
ment making  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  appoint  at  least  one 
professor  of  homoeopathy  among  the  regularly  appointed  teach- 
ers of  medicine  in  that  institution. 

''  What  might  and  should  be  the  social  and  political  relations 
of  homoeopathy  to  the  dominant  school|of  medicine  ?" 

Permit  me  to  offer  you  a  few  brief  reflections  on  this  subject. 
The  conclusions  I  arrive  at  may  possibly  be  controverted,  but 
it  will  not  be  denied  that  they  are  considered  in  a  liberal  and 
philosophical  spirit,  alike  honorable  to  oiu:  profession  and  befit- 
ting to  our  humane  and  benevolent  calling. 

The  high  teaching  that  man  was  not  made  for  the  sabbath, 
but  that  the  sabbath  was  made  for  the  sake  of  man,  is  emi- 
nently adapted  to  the  high  and  sacred  end  which  every  good 
practitioner  of  medicine  has  in  view,  not  to  subserve  the  inte- 
rests of  a  school  or  clique,  but  to  heal  the  sick,  irrespective  of 
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color  or  creed,  social  position  or  pecuniary  gain.  If  this  is 
not  his  highest  aim,  for  the  successful  attainment  of  which  he 
is  constantly  prepared  to  invoke  heavenly  blessing  and  guid- 
ance, he  is  not  fit  to  be  classed  among  the  true  benefactors  of 
the  human  race,  and  my  remarks  would  neither  be  appreciated 
by,  nor  are  they  intended  for,  one  whom  I  should  deem  recre- 
ant to  the  genius  of  enlightened  charity. 

If  man  was  not  made  for  the  sake  of  the  sabbath  he  cer- 
tainly was  not  made  for  the  sake  of  a  medical  system  or  schooL 
If  the  sabbath  was  made  for  the  sake  of  man,  so  was  medicine 
created  to  subserve  his  wants.  The  opposite  doctrine  has  del- 
uged the  world  with  misery  and  blood.  Governments  exist  for 
the  sake  of  man,  not  man  for  their  sakes  ;  the  church  exists 
for  the  sake  of  man,  not  man  for  her  sake  ;  systems  of  educa- 
tion are  established  for  the  sake  of  man,  man  does^not  exist  for 
their  sakes  ;  the  whole  structure  of  society  is  intended  for  the 
sake  of  man,  man  was  not  created  to  be  shaped  according  to 
the  conventional  forms  and  arbitrary  caprices  of  any  social  or 
political  mechanism. 

If  the  opposite  doctrine  were  true,  if  man  existed  for  the 
sake  of  government,  would  not  the  most  unyielding  despotism 
be  justified  by  such  an  abominable  system  of  soul  and  body 
destroying  morality?  If  man  existed  for  the  sake  of  the 
church  would  not  auto-da-fes  of  the  Spanish  inquisition  be 
converted  into  acceptable  burnt-offering  by  such  a  terrible 
faith  ?  If  man  was  made  for  the  sake  of  any  particular  sys- 
tem of  education,  or  for  any  particular  system  of  medicine, 
would  not  human  nature  be  victimised  instead  of  being  beauti- 
fied and  perfected  by  education  ?  Would  not  the  sick  man 
become  a  fit  subject  for  every  torture  which  the  cruel  genius  of 
man  had  devised  for  his  relief?  I  hold  that  the  legitimate 
impulses  and  the  primordial  necessities  and  requirements  of 
human  nature  constitute  the  unimpeachable  standard  by  which 
the  value,  truth  and  goodness  of  human  systems,  methods  and 
institutions  ought  to  be  judged.  Else  we  shall  have  to  take 
authority  for  our  guide  in  all  tliat  concerns  the  church,  the  po- 
litical government  and  the  social  and  educational  interests  of 
man  ;  and  all  opposition  to,  yea,  the  least  deviation  from  the 
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established  authority,  becomes  rebellion,  which  ought  to  be  put 
down  by  the  policeman's  club  or  the  bayonet. 

Universal  harmony  results  from  the  spontaneous  union  of 
liberty  and  order.  The  stars  move  along  in  their  majestic 
orbits  according  to  perfect  law,  yet  in  perfect  freedom.  In  a 
state  of  nature  the  animal  lives  in  accordance  with  instinctive 
law,  to  which  it  yields  an  impulsive  obedience.  The  principle 
of  order  is  just  as  much  a  constituent  element  of  the  universal 
equilibrium  of  things  as  the  principle  of  freedom.  Freedom 
without  order  would  lead  to  destructive  anarchy,  order  without 
freedom  would  terminate  in  soul-withering  despotism.  In  our 
own  country  we  have  ascended  from  the  low  region  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings  into  tlie  sphere  of  popular  sovereignty. 
We  have  sought  to  realize,  and  we  have  in  a  great  measure 
succeeded  in  realizing,  the  union  of  liberty  and  order  in  our 
political  as  well  as  social  life.  Every  citizen  of  our  great 
republic  is  permitted  to  pursue  the  path  of  happiness  in  his 
own  way,  provided  his  ways  are  constitutionally  legitimate.  It 
is  no  longer  proper  for  a  foolish  and  besotted  king  to  say  : 
'^^  L'etat  ciest  moi," — lam  the  State.  The  constitution  defines 
what  sh^-U  be  order  and  what  shall  be  right,  and  within  the 
limits  of  these  definitions  the  life  of  this  nation  and  of  its  indi- 
Tidual  citizens  evolved  itself  in  ever-enlarging  circles  of  useful- 
ness and  power,  and  we  trust  will  continue  to  evolve  itself 
heavenward,  like  the  spiral  curve  without  end. 

Our  State  Constitution  provides  that  there  shall  be  a  Board 
of  Regents,  and  that  the  Regents  shall  have  power  to  organize 
a  medical  department  in  the  State  University,  provided  there 
shall  be  at  least  one  professor  of  homoeopathy  appointed  among 
the  corps  of  professors.  Why  has  not  this  constitutional 
requirement  been  complied  with  by  the  Regents  ?  It  cannot 
le  because  they  intend  to  set  an  example  of  opposition  to  the 
laws  to  the  young  gentlemen  composing  the  classes  of  Ann 
Arbor.  Then  why  is  it  that  no  professor  of  homoeopathy  has 
as  yet  been  appointed  ?  Why  is  it  that  the  doctrines  of  the 
homoeopathic  school  remain  as  yet  uuexpounded  in  the  halls  of 
our  State  University  ?     An  answer  to  this  question  involves  a 
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more  particular   consideration  of  the   subject  which  I  have 
chosen  as  the  theme  of  my  discourse. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  exclusion  of  homoeopatliy  from 
the  lecture-halls  ot  Ann  Arbor  is  owing  to  a  determined  and 
unyielding  opposition,  whether  well  or  ill  founded,  to  what  are 
supposed  to  be  the  legitimate  and  orthodox  teachings  of  homceo 
pathy.  There  may  have  been  another  reason  which  existed  onj 
the  part  of  the  homoeopathists  themselves,  namely  :  a  fear  that 
the  purity  of  homoeopathy  should  be  sullied  and  the  soundness 
of  the  doctrines  compromised  by  their  contact  with  the  doc- 
trines and  practices  of  the  dominant  school. 

Can  the  new-school  and  the  old-school  science  of  n^edicine- 
co-exist  side  by  side  in  the  same  University?  Can  they  be 
taught  in  successive  lectures  as  two  co-ordinate  and  co-equal 
branches  of  knowledge  ?  That  they  can  co-exist  in  the  State 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  same  government,  protected  by 
the  same  laws,  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  oflBcial  dis- 
tinction, has  long  been  decided  in  the  affirmative,  even  in  such 
countries  as  Austria,  Prussia,  France,  and,  indeed,  every  coun- 
try in  Europe,  where  the  power  and  exclusiveness  of  ancient 
prerogatives  present  an  almost  insurpassable  barrier  to  the 
introduction  of  new  ideas  and  interests.  The  legislators  of 
our  own  State  have  decided  years  ago  that  the  new-school  sci- 
ence of  medicine,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  homoeopathy, 
and  the  old-school  science  of  medicine,  commonly  known  as 
alloeopathy,  can,  and  indeed  shall,  co-exist  in  the  same  educa 
tional  halls,  and  shall  be  equally  cared  for  and  protected  by 
our  Board  of  Regents.  There  cannot  be  two  opinions  on  this 
score.  The  Regents  may  seek  to  evade,  or  even  to  oppose  the 
law;  they  may  be  intimidated  by  an  antagonistic  Faculty,  andL 
may  be  frightened  away  from  every  attempt  to  comply  with  the 
clearly  enunciated  legislative  enactment  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  professorship  of  homoeopathy  in  our  State  Uni 
versity.  The  fiat  has  gone  forth  from  our  legislative  halls  that 
homoeopathy  and  alloeopathy  can  and  henceforth  shall  enjoy  an. 
equal  share  of  the  fostering  care  of  our  authorities. 

How  is  it  in  society  ?     The  respective  adherents  of  the  two- 
schools  do  no  longer  assail  each  other  with  sneers  and  disrepu- 
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table  objurgations  ;  they  respect  each  other's  right  to  advocate 
and  patronize  ^ny  medical  doctrine  that  best  suits  their  tastes 
and  judgments.  Alloeopathic  physicians  may  still  affect  to 
regard  their  professional  opponents  with  an  eye  of  pity  and 
contemptuous  wonderment,  but  the  lay  adherents  of  homoeo- 
pathy are  uniformly  treated  with  the  respect  that  every  well 
educated  and  properly  behaved  member  of  society  has  a  right 
to  claim.  Why  then  should  physicians  of  the  opposite  schools 
look  down  upon  each  other  and  treat  each  other  with  such  an 
utter  want  of  personal  kindness  and  respect  ?  It  is  undoubt- 
edly true  that  this  rudenesd  is  diminishing  from  year  to  year, 
and  that  the  refining  influences  of  social  intercourse  are  doing 
much  towards  obliterating  the  boundary  Knes  of  the  rival 
schools  of  medicine,  considei^d  in  the  light  of  social  institu- 
tions. But  there  is  still  a  lack  of  charity  pervading  the  ranks 
of  the  professions,  and  the  adherents  of  the  antagonistic  schools 
are  still  prone  to  claim  the  whole  of  truth  for  themselves,  and 
to  delegate  the  whole  of  falsehood  to  their  professional  oppo- 
nents. 

I  have  often  wondered  in  my  own  mind  why  so  much  bitter- 
ness should  characterize  the  controversy  still  pending  between 
the  dominant  school  and  its  opposing  aspirant  to  public  favor, 
and  I  have  been  led  to  the  conclusion,  after  a  careful  enumera- 
tion of  the  pros  and  cons  in  this  matter,  that  it  is  to  serious 
misapprehensions  and  illogical  denunciations  that  this  passion- 
ate bitterness  of  feeling  is  mainly  to  be  attributed. 

Gentlemen,  pride  and  passion  have  but  too  frequently  spur- 
red on  the  contending  parties  in  the  tnatter  of  homoeopathy 
versus  the  dominant  school.  The  dominant  school  has  been 
denounced  in  terms  of  great  and  unmerited  harshness  as  the 
mother  of  all  evil.  How  could  we  of  the  opposite  side  expect 
to  meet  with  favor  in  the  eyes  of  those  whose  teachings  and 
practices  we  repudiate  in  terms  of  unqualified  reproof?  Granted 
that  we  possess  a  higher  truth  than  our  predecessors  in  medi- 
cine had  dreamed  of,  was  that  truth  presented  by  Hahnemann 
and  his  disciples  in  forms  that  would  render  it  attractive  to 
intelligent  minds  and  procure  for  it  access  to  their  inmost  con- 
sciousness as  a  truth  of  heaven  ?     It  may  be  that  Hahnemann 
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asserted  too  emphatically  ;  that  the  extraordinary  results  of  his 
doctrines  induced  him  to  use  too  little  moderation  and  argu- 
ment, and  a  good  deal  more  denunciation,  in  the  presentation 
of  his  discovery  to  his  cotemporaries.  Far  be  it  from  me,  gen- 
tlemen, to  charge  upon  Hahnemann  an  imdue  degree  of  vehe- 
mence in  his  behavior  towards  dissenting  cotemporaries,  but 
equally  far  be  it  from  me  to  receive  with  idolatrous  reverence 
every  word  that  fell  from  Hahnemann's  lips.  He  was  the  dis- 
coverer, not  the  author  of  homoeopathy,  and  all  posterity  will 
honor  him  as  the  harbinger  of  a  new  era  in  medicine  ;  as  the 
founder  of  a  school  whose  practices  are  fraught  with  untold 
blessings  to  the  sick. 

But  Hahnemann  was  a  fallible  mortal,  and  it  is  no  disre- 
spect to  his  sacred  memory  if  I  remind  some  of  his  fanatical 
and  unreasoning  followers  of  this  unimpeachable  fact.  The 
frame-work  of  his  discovery  did  not  burst  upon  his  mind  in  its 
integrity  ;  it  developed  itself  step  by  step  to  his  penetrating 
intellect,  and  frequently  held  his  mind  spell-bound  by  what  he 
must  have  regarded  as  the  most  remarkable  novelty  that  had 
ever  been  introduced  into  the  practice  of  medicine.  Think  of 
a  globule  of  the  thirtieth  or  two  hundredth  potency  of  Calomel 
and  place  side  by  side  with  it  thirty  grains  of  the  crude  mate- 
rial. In  the  beginning  of  his  homoeopathic  career,  Hahnemann 
regarded  the  dose  as  a  subject  of  minor  importance,  and  for  a 
long  time  he  continued  to  use  tolerably  large  doses  of  the 
appropriate  remedy.  It  is  on  record  that  he  effected  some  bril- 
liant cures  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  afraid  or  did  not  deem 
it  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  homoeopathy  to  administer 
appreciable  doses  to  his  patients. 

But  gradually  Hahnemann  was  led  to  believe  that  smaller 
and  still  smaller  doses  would  prove  equally  powerful  in  com- 
batting the  arch-enemy  disease.  The  spook  of  medicinal 
aggravation  haunted  liim  with  unrelenting  tenacity  ;  even  the 
sixtieth  potency  of  Drosera  threatened  to  produce  fatal  aggra- 
vations in  whooping-cough. 

What  an  infatuation  1  And  how  wrong  and  how  foolish  on 
the  part  of  Hahnemann  to  denounce  as  a  mongrel  sect  the 
many  enlightened  and  earnestly  enthusiastic  practitioners  of 
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homoeopathy  whose  better  judgment  rendered  it  impossible  for 
them  to  adopt  all  his  vagaries  regarding  medicinal  aggrava- 
tions and  hyperbolical  potencies.  His  disciples  have  gone  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  master.  One  of  them,  Dr.  Fincke, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  professes  to  have  carried  up  the  potenti- 
zing  process  very  nearly  to  the  one  hundred  thousandth.  Im- 
agination remains  abashed  at  the  contemplation  of  these  incon- 
ceivable infiuitessimals.  This  is  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
high  homoeopathy,  and  what  I  should  deem  it  perfectly  proper 
to  designate  as  hyper-metaphysical  absurdity  and  nonsense. 
If  such  vital  interests  were  not  at  stake  in  this  foolish  and 
fanciful  mode  of  presenting  the  edifice  of  homoeopathy,  we 
might  content  ourselves  with  generously  and  charitably  smiling 
at  these  boundless  extravagancies.  But  unfortunately  for  the 
speedy  triumph  of  our  cause,  these  extravagancies  are  insisted 
upon  as  the  most  interesting  portion  of  homoeopathy;  the  most 
implicit  faith  in  their  correctness  is  regarded  as  the  touchstone 
of  every  true  follower  of  Hahnemann;  he  who  does  not  believe 
in  Dr.  Fincke's  infinitessimal  calculus  is  not  worthy  of  loosen- 
ing the  shoe-strings  of  the  high  potentialists. 

I  have  every  respect  for  the  gentleman  who  has  added  this 
mass  of  unmitigated  extravagances  to  the  literature  of  our 
school,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  regard  this  tissue 
of  ponderous  Latin  and  Greek,  of  fanciful  generalities,  of 
hypothetical  assumptions,  and  of  unreliable  and  unsatisfactory 
records  of  cases,  as  the  product  of  a  highly-wrought  and  mor- 
bidly excited  imagination. 

How  can  we  expect  to  interest  liberal  minded  opponents  in 
our  cause  if  such  frightful  and  unheard  of  absurdities  are  per- 
mitted to  be  engrafted  upon  the  fundanaental  doctrines  of  our 
school  as  legitimate  and  integral  parts  of  the  homoeopathic 
edifice  ?  Have  we  not  a  duty  to  fulfil  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
other  school  ?  Have  we  conquered  the  world  ?  Should  we 
not  be  careful  in  separating  the  wheat  from  the  chaff?  And 
if  we  now  cast  a  critical  glance  at  the  much  vaunted  cures 
which  are  said  to  have  been  wrought  by  means  of  these  high 
potencies,  do  they  bear  the  unmistakable  impress  of  a  speedily 
curative   medicinal   action  ?     Alas,  alas,  parturiunt  mantes  et 
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nascitur  ridiculus  musj  the  mountain  has  been  in  labor  and  a 
ridiculous  mouse  was  born. 

I  regard  it  as  the  height  of  absurdity  for  any  man  to  assert 
that  unless  a  cure  is  effected  by  means  of  a  high  potency  it  is 
not  effected  in  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic  law.  This, 
or  something  to  this  effect,  is  Fincke's  silly  assumption.  Per- 
mit me  to  contrast  his  cases  with  a  few  cases  wrought  with 
comparatively  large  doses  :  A  young  man  of  twenty-one  years, 
a  tailor  by  trade,  was  attacked  with  a  sore  on  the  left  leg  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  saphena  vein.  The  sore  had  been  on 
the  leg  for  several  days,  when  erysipelas  set  in  ;  pus  was  ab- 
sorbed in  consequence  of  which  phlebitis  developed  itself. 
Two  days  after  the  supervention  of  this  dangerous  change,  I 
was  requested  by  the  young  man's  employer  to  visit  him.  I 
found  the  left  leg  very  much  swollen  and  painful  ;  the  erysipe- 
latous inflammation  had  a  very  angry  look  ;  the  sore  had  a 
blistered  appearance  of  a  purple-reddish  hue  ;  the  phlebitis 
had  traveled  up  to  the  hip-joint ;  the  heart  beat  feebly  and 
with  more  or  less  iiTegularity  ;  the  general  appearance  of  the 
patient  was  that  of  a  person  who  was  very  sick,  very  much  pros- 
trated and  in  a  sinking  condition.  I  at  once  put  the  young 
man  on  alternate  doses  of  the  tincture  of  Aconite  root  and  the 
fluid  extract  of  Belladonna,  three  drops  of  each  in  a  separate 
tumbler  of  water,  to  be  taken  in  small  tablespoonful  dose& 
every  hour.  No  other  treatment  was  pursued.  I  first  saw  the 
young  man  on  Wednesday  of  a  certain  week,  and  on  the  sub- 
sequent Monday  he  was  able  to  walk  back  to  his  shop  and 
resume  his  customary  work.  Would  this  case  have  proved 
satisfactory  to  a  hyper-metaphysical  potentiatist  ? 

A  boy  of  twelve  had  a  violent  fall  upon  his  back  which  jar- 
red the  spinal  cord  to  such  au  extent  that  on  the  day  following 
he  was  attacked  with  purpura  hsemorrhagica.  The  blood  flowed 
from  his  nose,  exuded  from  the  gums,  was  vomited  in  large 
quantities  from  the  stomach,  was  discharged  from  the  rectum, 
exuded  from  the  abdominal  integuments  and  from  other  parts 
of  his  body.  Two  days  after  the  purpura  had  set  in  the  parents 
requested  my  attendance.  I  found  the  boy  very  much  prostra- 
ted and  pale.     I  put  him  on  the  alternate  use  of  Aconite  and 
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Arnica,  but   witliout   producing   the  least  change  in  the  truly 
frightful  aspect  of  the  case.     By  this  time  the  boy  had  become 
pulseless,  terrible  convulsions  set  in  and  the  child's  death  wa& 
expected  every  moment.     I  made  up  my  niind  that  nothing^ 
would   save  him,  if  anything  still  should  be  able  to  save  him, 
but  Hyoscyamus  and  Phosphoric  acid.     I  mixed  ten  drops  of 
the  strong  tincture  of  the  former  in  half  a  tumbler  of  water, 
and  twenty-five  drops  of  the  dilute  acid  in  another  half  tuna- 
bier,  and  gave  the  child  a  teaspoonful  of  each  mixture  altern- 
ately every  five  minutes.     This  was  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
night.     In  about  half  an  hour  the  boy  had  recovered  sufficient 
strength  to  whisper  a  few  words,  the  convulsions  and  the  haem- 
orrhage were  arrested ;  he  had  sank  into  a  refreshing  slumber. 
He  improved  from  day  to  day,    and  in  about  a  fortnight  after 
the  first  occurrence  of  the  accident  the  little  fellow  was  able 
to  resume  liis  studies.     I  am  satisfied  that  the  high  potencies, 
would  have  utterly  failed  in  this  case. 

A  girl  of  ten  years  had  been  affected  with  chorea  for  up- 
wards of  six  months.  The  attacks  became  so  violent  that  she^ 
would  be  jerked  off  the  bed,  in  consequence  of  which  she  hadl 
to  sleep  in  a  cradle  where  she  could  be  properly  secured.  Va- 
rious remedies  had  been  resorted  to  to  check  this  distressing 
disorder ;  but  so  far  the  treatment  had  not  only  been  ineffec- 
tual but  the  disease  had  steadily  progressed  in  intensity  ;  the 
child  had  lost  the  power  of  utterance  ;  she  was  scarcely  able 
to  speak  out  a  few  indistinct  sounds  the  meaning  of  which, 
would  only  be  apprehended  by  her  mother.  Her  urine  was. 
surcharged  with  albumen.  This  was  my  deternaing  indication^ 
for  the  selection  of  a  remedial  agent.  I  made  up  my  mindi 
that  this  child's  brain  was  deficient  in  phosphorus  and  that  I 
must  give  her  a  chance  to  elaborate  and  assimilate  it  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  restore  the  tone  of  her  shattered  nerves.  I 
commenced  the  treatment  with  twenty  drops  of  dilute  Phos- 
phoric acid  per  day,  gradually  increasing  the  quantity  to  sixty 
drops  every  day.  A  few  days  after  commencing  the  use  of  the 
acid  an  improvement  became  visible ;  the  albuminous  deposit 
began  to  decrease,  the  power  of  "articulation  returned,  the 
spasms  diminished  in  intensity,  and  in  six  weeks  after  the  first 
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exhibition  of  the  acid,  the  girl  had  been  transformed  into  a 
blooming  child,  whose  health  has  never  been  disturbed  since, 
and  it  is  now  three  years.  I  maintain  that  high  potencies 
would  have  failed  in  this  case,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
criminal  to  sacrifice  an  interesting  patient  like  this  little  girl  to 
the  unyielding  and  heartless  rigidity  of  a  theory  about  doses. 

Would  not  such  treatment  seem  proper  to  allopathic  physi- 
cians and  worthy  of  imitation,  if  they  had  not  been  prejudiced 
against  our  system  by  the  truly  silly  twaddle  about  doses  in 
which  many  of  our  practitioners  indulge  with  a  sort  of  fond 
regard  ? 

It  is  frequently  asserted  in  Fincke's  book  that  Nature's  move- 
ments are  regulated  with  the  least  expenditure  of  force.  Is 
this  true?  Is  it  not  true  that  in  many  instances  the  com'se  of 
nature  is  one  of  power,  of  irresistible  force  ?  Does  it  not 
require  the  whole  power  of  the  same  to  develope  a  single  blade 
of  grass  ?  Is  the  tornado  which  sweeps  over  the  prairie  with  a 
destructive  force,  like  the  infinitesimal  quantities  of  the  high 
potentialists  ?  The  powers  of  Nature  manifest  their  ultimate 
effects  grandly,  majestically,  terribly,  as  when  the  lightning 
strikes,  or  when  the  line-of-battle  ship  is  hurried  over  the 
watery  deep  with  every  sail  swelled  by  the  breeze,  or  when  the 
mighty  cataract  rushes  down  into  an  unfathomed  abyss.  It  is 
of  no  use  to  appeal  to  the  magnificent  movements  of  nature 
for  a  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  that  drugs  may  be  infinites- 
imally  divided  and  subdivided,  changed  into  interminable  po- 
tencies and  still  nlanifest  curative  power  far  more  certain,  more 
reliable,  more  immediately  active  than  more  material  doses  are 
capable  of  doing.  What  an  aberration  of  logic  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  if  a  medicine  is  given  which  affects 
the  tissues  similarly  as  the  natural  disease,  it  need  not  be  given 
in  a  grossly  material  dose  in  order  to  produce  its  specific  im- 
pression upon  organs  thus  similarly  affected  by  disease.  And 
it  is  likewise  evident  that,  by  means  of  this  direct  system  of 
treatment,  the  round-about  way  of  the  ruling  schools  of  medi- 
cine are  rendered  superfluous.  A  homoeopathic  practitioner 
has  no  occasion  for  the  violent  revulsions  which  a  system  of 
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treatment  based  upon  the  theory  of  "  contraries"  requires.  He 
gets  along  without  exciting  an  artificial  emesis  or  diarrhoea  ; 
the  destructive  salivation  of  king  calomel  is  as  effectually  put 
down  in  the  domain  of  homoeopathy  as  the  unreasonable  claims 
of  king  cotton  have  been  set  at  rest  in  the  republic  of  our 
fathers. 

But  between  the  old  fashioned  doses  of  the  humoral  patholo- 
gist and  the  hyper-metaphysical  shadowy,  fanciful  nothings  of 
the  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousandth  potentialist  there  is  a  gulf 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  broadest  imagination  to 
span.  These  numbers  lead  us  into  the  mystic  regions  of  a 
faith  which  it  would  be  expecting  too  much  of  poor  human 
nature  to  trust.  "  We  have  tried  these  high  numbers  in  prac- 
tice," say  their  advocates,  "  and  we  have  found  them  efficient." 
The  records  of  their  brilliant  success  are  before  us.  Gentle- 
men of  the  hyper-metaphysical  school,  if  you  have  no  more 
convincing  proofs  to  offer  to  our  brethren  of  the  opposite  school 
than  your  pretended  cases,  you  will  never  make  a  single  con- 
vert ;  more  than  this,  you  will  hurt  our  cause,  retard  its  pro- 
gress, make  enemies  where  more  rational  efforts  would  perhaps 
have  made  friends. 

A  homoeopathic  practitioner  has  a  perfect  right,  without  vio- 
lating the  law  by  which  he  professes  to  be  guided  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases,  to  resort  to  grain  doses  of  Quinine  in  the 
treatment  of  various  intermittent  paroxysms;  or  to  drop  doses, 
or  five  or  ten  drop  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  of  Digitalis  in 
dropsy;  or  to  the  strong  tincture  of  Aconite  root,  in  gout  and 
rheumatism  ;  or  to  massive  doses  of  Cochineal  in  desquamative 
nephritis;  Iodine  in  goitre;  the  Hydriodate  of  Potash  in  the 
secondary  and  tertiary  forms  of  the  lues  venerea ;  the  balsam 
of  Copaiva  in  infectious  urethritis  ;  Sulphur  in  scabies  ;  Arse- 
nic in  psoriasis  ;  and  a  number  of  other  drugs  in  the  various 
affections  for  which  they  are  respectively  indicated,,  are  used  by 
the  most  successful  and  best  educated  practitioners  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  doses  which  every  enlightened  and  unprejudiced  prac- 
titioner of  the  dominant  school  would  undoubtedly  consider 
sufficient  to  exert  a  curative  influence  upon  the  disease,  provi- 
ded the  drug  was  correctly  chosen. 
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Let  it  be  well  understood  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
homoeopathic  dose  ;  that  homoeopathy  means  a  scientific  rela- 
tion of  drugs  to  diseases  of  a  specific  nature,  diflferent  from  the 
antiquated  formula  ''  contraria  contrariis,"  but  nevertheless 
applicable  in  all  diseases  which  do  not  come  within  the  range 
of  treatment  by  purely  surgical,  chemical  or  simply  physiologi- 
cal, that  is  to  say  dietetic  and  hygienic?  means,  and  therefore 
strictly  scientific,  amenable  to  the  tribunal  of  the  analysing 
underatanding,  as  well  as  the  generalising  reason,  and  entitled 
to  all  the  respect  which  a  scientific  doctrine  claims  at  the  hands 
of  the  learned  professions  and  of  an  enlightened  public  gener- 
ally. If  a  homoeopathic  practitioner  should  see  fit  to  give 
grain  doses  of  Quinine  in  a  case  of  congestive  chills  or  inter- 
mittent neuralgia,  and  the  opponents  of  homoeopathy  should 
accuse  him  of  having  resorted  to  allopathic  treatment  in  such 
a  case,  they  aflirm  that  which  is  utterly  false.  SucWfalse  accu- 
sations are  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  unfortunate 
perversion  of  the  scope  and  spirit  of  homoeopathy,  which  hyper- 
metaphysical  writers  as  Fincke  and  such  arrogant  scribes  as 
Lippe  and  Co.  are  seeking  to  palm  off  upon  the  profession  and 
the  public  as  the  teachings  of  genuine  truth. 

It  is  universally  admitted  as  the  result  of  observation,  that 
medicine,  if  administered  in  accordance  with  the  homoeopathic 
doctrine  '^  similia  similibus"  will  still  manifest  curative  effects 
in  very  minute  doses.  But,  in  order  that  such  curative  effects 
might  be  obtained,  the  medicine  administered  in  a  given  case 
has  to  be  in  perfectly  homoeopathic  rapport  with  the  disease. 
In  other  words,  it  has  to  be  the  direct  or  specific  remedy  in  the 
case,  otherwise  no  curative  result  will  be  obtained  were  the 
medicine  administered  in  ever  so  large  a  quantity.  Old-school 
physicians  are  aware  that  in  order  to  practice  such  a  system 
successfully,  a  general  knowledge  of  the  gross  effects  of  drugs 
is  not  sufficient.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  know  that  a  drug  sweats, 
purges  or  vomits;  the  whole  range  of  action  which  a  drug  exerts 
upon  the  organic  tissues  and  the  nervous  system,  has  to  be  care- 
fully determined  by  experimentation  upon  healthy  persons 
before  it  can  be  used  as  a  remedial  agent  by  a  practitioner  of 
the  homoeopathic  healing  art.     Thus  far  upwards  of  three  hun- 
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dred  drugs  have  been  investigated  by  hundreds  of  devoted  and 
careful  experimenters,  with  a  view  of  determining  their  thera- 
peutic action  and  range,  arid  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  has 
been  found  sufficient  to  cure  all  known  curable  diseases  in  a 
much  more  direct,  thorough,  speedy,  pleasant  and  permanent 
manner  than  any'^of  the  systems  hitherto  in  vogue  can  boast  of. 
Well  informed  physicians  of  every  school  cannot  fail  to  per- 
ceive that  the  immense  labor  of  investigating  the  manifold 
impressions  Tthich  drugs  are  capable  of  exerting  upon  the  tis- 
sues in  health,  can  only  be  performed  by  men  of  thorough  sci- 
entific culture,  who  have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  trutli  of  their 
doctrines.  A  knowledge  of  the  gross  effects  of  drugs  as  emet- 
ics, cathartics,  sudorifics,  etc.,  might  be  obtained  from  inten- 
tional or  accidental  cases  of  poisoning  ;  but  the  variety  ot  • 
shades  of  dnig-action,  the  various  pains  and  abnormal  sensa- 
tions generally  which  drugs  are  capable  of  creating;  the  mani- 
fold perturbations  of  the  organic  functions  which  drugs  may 
cause,  can  only  be  accurately  determined  by  a  careful  and  per- 
severing system  of  provings  instituted  upon  a  number  of  per- 
sons in  good  health,  of  both  sexes,  and  of  various  ages,  and 
regular  habits  of  life. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  in  this  respect  one-sided  enthusiasts 
have  crowded  into  the  homoeopathic  materia  medica  a  number 
of  puerile  and  unreliable  observations,  which  are  the  work  of 
fancy  rather  than  of  stern  truth.  But  in  this  respect  no  medi- 
cal system  has  the  advantage  of  homoeopathy.  Every  medical 
doctrine  and  method  of  treatment,  from  Hippocrates  to  the 
present  time,  is  replete  with  erroneous  statements,  false  obser- 
vations and  deceptive  experiments,  which  the  good  sense  of 
more  enlightened  practitioners  has  always  been  anxious  to  con- 
demn and  to  expurgate  from  the  statute-books  of  their  schools. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  t  ought  to  advert  to  the  use 
of  palliatives,  against  which  the  querists  of  the  homoeopathic 
school  have  been  in  the  habit  of  inveighing.  No  truly  humane 
homoeopathic  practitioner  is  opposed  to  the  use  of  palliatives, 
provided  they  really  do  palliate  suffering  without  aggravating 
the  disease  after  the  palliating  effect  has  passed  off.     A  simple 
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mustard  plaster,  a  poultice,  a  strengthening  plaster,  a  gentle 
laxative,  a  little  morphine,  etc.,  are  used  by  every  humane  and 
sympathising  practitioner  of  our  School  whenever  the  best 
interests  of  the  patient  may  call  for  this  palliating  medication. 

There  are  blind  and  ruthless  dogmatists  in  medicine  as  well 
as  in  politics  or  religion  ;  men  who  would  rather  sacrifice  the 
living  child  of  God  than  to  give  up  one  tittle  of  their  one- 
sided interpretations  of  a  therapeutic  law,  or  to  accommodate 
their  rigid  comprehension  of  the  law  in  the  slightest  particular 
to  the  hereditary  habits  and  tendencies  of  a  tainted  organism. 
No  humane  physician  of  any  school,  mucli  less  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic, which  professes  to  be  the  depository  of  the  divinely  true 
law  of  cure,  is  ever  guilty  of  such  a  heartless  and  unscientific 
application  of  an  abstract  theory  to  the  practical  wants  of  the 
sick  man  ;  a  true  comprehension  of  the  spirit  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic method  of  treatment  is  utterly  opposed  to  the  contracted 
opinions  of  the  few  exclusivists  of  our  school,  who  would  sub- 
ordinate the  victim  of  disease  to  the  technical  letter  of  a  for- 
mula. 

Why  should  not  men  of  opposite  opinions,  but  who  are 
agreed  on  the  one  great  and  truly  sacred  object  of  the  healing 
art,  the  cure  of  the  sick,  work  side  by  side,  as  friends  and 
brothers,  in  the  vineyard  of  humanity,  where  so  much  is  yet  to 
be  done  for  suffering  man  ?  Are  prejudice,  pride,  and  sordid 
interest  to  keep  physicians  of  the  two  schools  forever  disuni- 
ted ?  How  much  nobler  it  would  seem  if  they  would  emulate 
each  other  in  the  cause  of  the  sick  in  a  spirit  of  generous  and 
just  rivalry.  Let  them  but  listen  to  each  other  with  respectful 
forbearance,  and  they  will  soon  find  that  they  may  impaii;  an 
immense  fund  of  knowledge  to  each  other,  and  that  boimdless 
treasures  yet  remain  unexplored  in  the  domain  of  science  which 
it  will  require  a  variety  of  minds,  tastes  and  opinions  to  bring 
to  light.  Homoeopathy,  undefiled  by  the  dross  of  her  false 
prophets  ;  homoeopathy,  the  heavenly  goddess,  imperishable  as 
the  rock  of  eternal  truth,  is  worthy  of  the  kindest  treatment  at 
the  hands  of  our  allopathic  brothers.  Give  us  a  chance,  even 
in  the  very  halls  which  the  liberality  of  our  legislature  has 
erected  for  all  of  us,  to  display  her  beauty,  the  grandness  of 
her  formulas  and  definitions,  and  the  immensity  of  her  cura- 
tive resources,  and  the  strife  which  now  separates  us  in  two 
hostile  camps,  will  soon  give  way  to  a  friendly  contest  between 
kindred  spirits  and  interests,  and  Medicine  regenerated,  bound- 
lessly useful,  fraught  with  saving  power,  will  be  born  of  this 
noble  endeavor. 
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BIOaaAPHIOAIi  SKETCH  OF  THB  PIONEER  HOMOBOPATHIO 
PHYSICIAN  OF  SOUTHERN   KICHIQAN. 


BY   E.    M.    HALE,    M.    D. 


Presented  to  the  Michigan  Inttihitt  of  Honueopathy,  at  its  1th  Annual  Meetings  held 

in  Detroit,  June  I9th,  1866. 

When  I  commeaced  the  practice  of  Homoeopathic  medicine 
in  Hillsdale  County,  Michigan,  in  1860,  I  used  frequently  to 
hear  the  name  of  Dr.  John  Mosher  mentioned  with  something 
akin  to  superstitious  reverence.  The  apparently  wonderful 
cures  of  persons  who  had  been  given  up  to  die  by  allopathic 
physicians,  had  been  treasured  up  in  the  memory  of  the  country 
people,  who  looked  upon  them  as  almost  miraculous.  My  curi- 
osity was  much  aroused  to  know  something  more  about  the 
history  of  the  man  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  Homoeopathy 
into  Central  and  Southern  Michigan. 

While  on  a  visit  to  Hudson,  not  long  since,  I  met  with  the 
widow  of  Dr.  Mosher,  a  pleasant,  genial  lady,  who  lives  with 
her  sons  and  daughters,  highly  esteemed  and  loved  by  all  who 
know  her.  From  her  I  have  collected  the  main  incidents  in 
th  t  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  I  have  added  some  in- 
cidents of  my  own  which  I  learned  from  the  friends  of  the 
deceased. 

Dr.  Mosher  was  born  in  Washington  County,  New  York,  in 
the  year  1783.  In  1809  he  was  elected  a 'member  of  the 
Washington  County  Medical  Society,  N.  Y.  In  1810  he  re- 
moved to  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  then  a  wilderness,  where  as  a 
physician,  a  merchant,  and  a  faithful  public  officer,  he  was  held 
in  the  highest  estimation  of  the  whole  county  where  he  resided. 
It  was  when  residing  at  Union  Springs,  N,  Y.,  that  Dr.  Mosh- 
e  s  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  investigation  of  Homoe- 
o^  athy. 

A  young  lawyer,  P.  C.  Peterson,  who  occupied  a  part  of  Dr. 
Mosher's  oiiice,  had,  during  a  visit  to  the  east,  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  use  of  homoeopatliic  medicine,  which  was 
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then  considered  very  strange,  and  was  looked  upon  by  the 
entire  community  with  the  utmost  incredulity.  It  is  probable 
that  the  number  of  physicians  practicing  Homoeopathy  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  did  not  exceed  a  dozen,  and  its  lay  believ- 
ers could  have  been  counted  by  the  hundreds.  On  Mr. 
Peterson's  return,  he  related  to  Dr.  Mosher  the  alleged  wonder- 
lul  effects  of  the  infinitesimal  doses  in  use  in  the  new  system. 
Homoeopathy,  as  practiced  at  that  day,  was  after  the  Hahne- 
mannian  plan.  The  smallest  pellets  only  were  used,  one  or 
two  upon  the  tongue,  or  dissolved  in  a  glass  of  pure  water.  I 
have  in  my  possession  a  physician's  case,  which  was  used  by  a 
physician  in  New  York  City,  who  practiced  there  a  short  time 
after  the  death  of  Dr.  Gramm.  It  contains  160  vials,  each 
holding  about  one-fourth  of  a  drachm.  The  pellets  are 
of  the  smallest  size  known,  not  as  large  as  black  mustard 
seeds.  The  attenuation  used  in  saturating  the  pellets  var- 
ied from  the  6th  to  the  30th. 

It  was  probably  such  a  case  that  Dr.  Mosher  first  used.  Dr. 
P.  C.  Peterson,  (the  father  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Peterson,  the  talented 
young  contributor  to  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer^) 
who  is  now  living  in  Union  Springs,  N.  Y.,  is  the  person  who 
first  called  the  attention  of  Dr.  Mosher  to  Homoeopathy.  He 
could  probably  relate,  with  greater  fidelity,  the  incidents  relat- 
ing to  the  early  homoeopathic  practice  of  Dr.  Mosher.  One 
incident,  however,  related  to  me  by  Mrs.  Mosher,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  reproduce  here.  Dr.  Mosher  had  sold  his  office  and 
practice  to  a  Dr.  Dodge,  a  real  Sangrado.  An  epidemic  ox 
Scarlatina  had  appeared  in  the  neighborhood.  It  assumed  a 
very  malignant  character.  Dr.  Dodge  treated  it  with  very  copi- 
ous bleedings.  His  patients  invariably  refused  to  live.  It  was 
impossible  for  them  to  withstand  the  assaults  of  both  enemies. 

Dr.  Peterson  heard  of  these  cases.  He  believed  that  homoe- 
opathic medicines'would  not  be  as  liable  to  kill  the  Scarlatina 
patients  as  the  bleeding  and  Calomel.  His  little  domestic 
practice  (probably  Hering's  first  book.)  told  him  that  Bella- 
donna would  cure  nearly  all  cases  of  that  disease.  He  boldly 
requested  permission  of  the  parents  of  some  children  sick  with 
the  Scarlatina,  who  had  been  pronounced  incurable  by  Dr. 
Dodge,  that  he  might  try  the  eftects  of  Belladonna  on  them. 
Dr.  Dodge  interfered,  and  the  matter  was  finally  compromised 
by  allowing  Dr.  Peterson  to  give  the  medicine  two  hours  ;  at 
the  end  of  that  time  it  was  to  be  relinquished  if  no  improve- 
ment was  manifested.  The  experiment  was  tried.  An  im- 
provement was  noticed,  and  the  patients  were  saved  !  After 
this  occurrence.  Dr.  Peterson  treated  a  great  many  cases  with 
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uniform  success.      This  established  Homoeopathy  on  a  fixed 
basis  in  that  community. 

In  1842,  shortly  after  this  occurrence,  Dr.  Mosher  removed 
to  Hillsdale  County,  Michigan,  in  the  town  of  Somerset,  then 
almost  a  wilderness,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  HoDtioeop- 
athy,  where  it  had  never  been  heard  of  except  by  remote  rumor. 
Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  aU  the  Allopathists  in  that 
portion  of  the  State,  in  a  few  years  Dr.  Mosher  succeeded  in 
building  up  the  most  extensive  practice  of  any  physician  in 
Southern  Michigan. 

In  1844  or  6  another  homoeopathist,  Dr.  Sabin,  settled  near 
him,  in  the  same  county,  town  of  Adamsw  At  this  time  I  think 
there  were  but  three  homoeopathists  in  Michigan.  The  third 
was  probably  in  Detroit,  and  must  have  been  Dr.  John  Ellis. 

Dr.  Sabin  died  in  1555  or  6,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
both  physical  and  mental.  It  was  my  mdancholy  duty  to 
attend  him  in  his  last  illness.  The  persecutions  of  allopathic 
physicians  had  much  to  do  with  his  mental  alienation.  I  hope 
sometime  to  be  able  to  give  the  profession  a  biography  of  this 
pioneer.  Dr.  Mosher  was  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  his  cotem- 
porary,  and  his  mental  energy  gained  strength  from  the  oppo- 
sition. His  friends  helped  him  manfully,  but  his  own  force  of 
character  carried  him  through  all. 

In  1850  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  convention  to  revise 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  It  was  in  this 
convention  that  the  previous  law  which  prohibited  physicians, 
other  than  graduates  of  a  ' 'regular"  (allopathic)  college,  from 
collecting  fees  by  a  legal  process  was  changed  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  any  person  could  practice  medicine  and  collect  fees. 
Dr.  Mosher  was  probably  instrumental  in  getting  the  change 
effected,  although  he  was  aided  much  by  the  friends  of  the 
''Botanic"  School  of  medicine,  which  at  that  time  was  quite 
popular  throughout  the  State. 

After  this  date  Dr.  Mosher  did  not  mingle  much  with  the 
public.  He  was  a  strong  politician  of  the  Jacksonian  school, 
but  did  not  seek  after  office.  Although  a  strong  and  forcible 
debater,  and  a  ready  writer,  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
literature  of  our  school  as  a  contributor  to  our  journals.  At 
that  time  the  only  journal  published  in  the  interests  of  Horace 
opathy,  was  the  ''^arammer,"  edited  by  Drs.  Hull,  Hempel 
and  Hering.  The  North  American  Journal  had  not  begun  its 
existence,  and  it  was  not  until  1853  that  any  journal  devoted 
to  Homoeopathy  was  presented  in  the  west,  namely,  the  ^'^ Amer- 
ican Magazine  of  Homoeopaihy^'^  at  Cleveland,  edited  by  Drs* 
Pulte  and  Gatchell. 
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The  great  West  and  Northwest,  from  whence  come  hundreds 
of  homoeopathic  physicians  to  attend  the  various  State  Socie- 
ties and  Medical  Institutes,  was  almost  destitute  of  representa- 
tives of  our  school.  There  may  have  been  one  or  two  in 
Chicago.  I  know  that  when  I  located  in  Jonesville  there  were 
but  tiiree  homoeopathic  physicians  south  of  the  Michigan 
Central  E.  E.,  namely — Dr.  Mosher,  Dr.  Sabin  and  Dr.  Dodge, 
the  latter  in  Adrian*  Dr.  Knapp,  of  Adrian  and  Dr.  Miner, 
of  Wheatland  did  not  begin  to  practice  Homoeopathy  until 
several  years  later. 

In  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  Dr.  Mosher  did  not  engage 
in  the  active  duties  of  country  practice.  He  did  not,  as  was 
once  his  custom,  visit  patients  a  great  distance  from  his  home. 
Such  was  his  widenspread  reputation  that  patients  came  to 
him  from  aU  parts  of  Southern  Michigan  for  medical  advice. 
I  regret  that,  although  living  within  eighteen  miles  of  Dr. 
Mosher,  and  having  patients  within  a  few  miles  of  his  residence, 
I  never  met  him  and  thus  formed  no  personal  acquaintance. 
I  cannot  explain  why  this  happened.  I  certainly  held  a  high 
opinion  of  his  merits,  but  was  quite  young  in  the  professson 
and  as  we  never  happened  to  meet,  I  did  not  care  to  intrude 
upon  his  retiracy.  I  never  called  him  lu  consultation  because 
he  rarely  resumed  the  duties  of  a  physician  away  from  his 
office. 

Dr.  Mosher  died  on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1856,  at  the 
age  of  73,  leaving  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  many 
of  whom  are  now  living  and  occupy  responsible  places  in 
community,  and  are  esteemed  and  respected.  His  portrait, 
which  I  now  have  before  me,  and  which  was  taken  a  few  years 
before  his  death,  shows  a  person  of  strongly  marked  features  ; 
a  high,  broad  forehead  ;  a  little  Jacksonian  in  appearance  ; 
perceptive  faculties  large  ;  a  calm,  thoughtful  eye ;  firm, 
compressed  lips,  showing  decision  and  a  strong  will  ;  a  face 
cleanly  shaven,  is  still  fine  looking,  and  must  have  been 
handsome  when  young. 

It  is  proper  that  we  should  remember  these  pioneers  of  our 
school,  in  this  State.  It  is  our  duty  to  collect  all  that  is  known 
of  the  medical  life  of  these  men,  who  brought  the  first  knowl- 
edge of  our  system  into  the  West. 

There  may  be  some  statements  in  this  paper  inadvertently 
incorrect.  If  so,  let  some  of  my  cotcmporaries  make  the 
proper  correction.  Let  them  also  aid  in  finishing  this  brief 
biography,  by  adding  any  fact  relating  to  the  sufcgect,  which 
may  have  come  to  their  knowledge. 
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A  Systematic  Treatise  on  Abortion,  by  Professor  E.  M. 
Hale,  M.  D.  C.  S.  Halsey,  Chicago. ;  347  pages,  plates. 
Price  $3,50.     For  sale  at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

We  welcome  any  addition  to  our  literature,  but  when  the 
new  book  claiming  our  notice  comes  in  a  good  shape,  and  gives 
us  the  information  we  desire  in  well  chosen  language,  we  feel 
disposed  to  give  the  author  the  benefit  of  a  somewhat  extended 
notice. 

Monographs  upon  the  subject  of  abortion  have  been  exceed- 
ingly rare,  and  although  much  relating  to  this  subject  has  been 
written,  it  is  scattered  through  the  many  text-books  upon  Mid- 
wifery and  Diseases  of  Women,  so  that  it  was  an  endless  task 
to  cull  from  the  general  mass  the  point  of  information  required. 
The  book  under  consideration  will  obviate  this  difficulty  ;  it 
also  appeals  to  our  therapeutical  prejudices,  as  it  is  homoeo- 
pathic in  its  treatment,  and  as  such,  it  will  fill  a  vast  void  in 
our  medical  literature.  How  well  Professor  Hale  has  fulfilled 
his  object  is  best  known  by  a  careful  study  of  his  work. 

In  explanation  of  the  terms  used,  he  gives,  in  the  introduc- 
tion, his  divisions  of  abortions,  based  upon  the  condition  of  the 
placenta  and  the  foetus,  as  follows: 

"1st — Ovular y  when  the  ovum  is  lost  previous  to  impreg- 
nation." 

'*  2d — Embryonic  J  when  the  impregnated  ovum  is  expelled 
previous  to  the  formation  of  attachment  of  the  placenta  to  the 
uterus." 

'*  3d — Foetal,  when  the  expulsion  occurs  after  the  last  date, 
and  previous  to  the  viability  of  the  child." 

*'  4th — When  the  child  is  born  capable  of  living,  or  viable, 
but  biefore  the  end  of  normal  pregnancy." 

These  divisions  are  superior  to  the  method  previously  adopted, 
which  made  quickening  the  division  of  foetal  existence. 

Part  I  gives  the  statistics  of  abortion,  but  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining,  in  this  country,  any  current  infonhation  or  statis- 
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tical  knowledge,  has  rendered  the  record  in  this  particular 
rather  meagre.  The  author  advances  the  following  :  '^  If  any 
disease  of  the  uterus  or  contiguous  organs,  or  any  constitutional 
irritation  sufficient  to  cause  abortion  exists,  such  causes  are 
more  likely  to  induce  abortions  at  the  first  month  than  at  any 
other  period.'"  No  doubt  he  is  correct.  As  before  stated,  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  any  statistical  information  upon  thi& 
point  precludes  the  power  either  to  deny  or  to  sustain  the  asser- 
tion. With  many  women  slight  causes,  as,  for  instance,  an 
ordinary  cathartic,  emmenagogue,  an  over  or  unusual  exertion,, 
will  produce  an  abortion  without  the  knowledge  of  the  patient, 
who  supposes  she  is  having  a  profuse  menstruation  only,  and. 
that  the  embryo  is  nothing  but  a  **  clot." 

Part  11^  is  devoted  to  the  causes  of  abortion,  which,  are* 
divided  into  Constitutional,  Local,  Reflex  and  Medicinal,  and 
each  of  these  again  are  subdivided  for  convenience  of  explana- 
tion and  reference.  These  subjects  our  author  enters  into  in 
detail,  and  quotes  from  all  the  leading  writers  to  sustain  the 
position  which  he  assumes.  Each  of  these  might,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  be  combatted,  but  as  nearly  all  of  them  are 
somewhat  speculative  in  their  nature,  we  will  pass  them  by. 
One  point,  however,  we  will  notice.  The  Professor  states  he 
has  never  seen  an  abortive  effect  produced  by  Asclepias  incar- 
nata.  Our  experience  is  quite  at  variance  with  his.  In  twelve 
cases  in  which  it  has  been  administered  previous  to  the  third 
month,  abortion  followed  doses  of  from  three  to  ten  drops 
repeated  every  two  or  three  hours,  in  five  instances  ;  no  effect 
being  produced  in  the  remaining  seven  cases.  This  will  repre- 
sent the  history  of  nearly  every  drug  having  claims  as  an  abort- 
ive. We  know  no  other  drug  in  the  materia  medica  that 
possesses  such  a  control  over  the  menstrual  functions  as  this, 
and  in  our  hands  it  has  never  failed  to  re-establish  the  sup- 
pressed menstruation.  Its  emmenagogue  properties  may  ac- 
count for  its  abortive  qualities. 

Part  IIIj  takes  up  Generation,  and  the  symptoms,  diagnosis, 
pathology,  mechanism  and  prognosis  of  abortion.  The  stages 
of  generations  are  divided  into  three  grand  divisions,  to-wit : 
^*  1st, — From  the  arrival  of  the  impregnated  ovum  in  the  uterine 
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cavity  until  the  placental  attachments  are  perfected,  or  the 
period  of  quickening,"  "2d.— From  the  date  of  placental 
attachment  until  the  date  when  the  foetus  is  capable  of  a  sep- 
arate existence."  "  3d* — From  the  viability  of  the  foetus  until 
the  end  of  pregnancy." 

The  author  accepts  the  generally  received  opinion  of  seminal 
contact  as  the  cause  of  impregnation.  We  quote  the  fol- 
owing  :  "  From  the  date  of  conception  and  lodgment  of  the 
^  ovum  in  the  uterine  cavity  until  about  the  fourteenth  week 
(three  and  a  half  months),  its  nutrition  is  carried  on  by  means 
of  imbibitions  or  absorption  through  tlie  membranes  that  suiv 
round  it.  Up  to  this  period  the  placenta  is  not  attached  to  the 
uterus,  and  the  connection  between  the  mother  and  child  is 
established  by  means  of  the  allantois.  The  fact  that  before 
the  fourteenth  week  of  gestation  the  placenta  is  not  attached  to 
the  uterus  should  be  kept  in  mind,  as  it  will  have  considerable 
bearing  upon  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  abortion.  This 
period  is  that  known  as  the  period  of  quickening,  or  a  time 
when  the  foetus  is  connected  with  the  maternal  circulation, 
through  the  placental  vessels.  In  a  medico-legal  point  of  view, 
this  is  an  important  date,  as  by  some  jurists  it  is  considered  a 
date  after  which  the  induction  of  abortion  is  considered  a 
criminal  offense,  unless  some  point  of  medical  expediency 
demanded  it." 

The  symptoms  of  abortion  are  divided  into  :  "  Ist. — The 
premonitory,  which  represents  the  stage  of  irritation,  or  that 
condition  of  the  uterus  which  exists  up  to  the  time  of  the  rup- 
ture or  separation  of  the  membranes  or  placenta."  "  2d. — The 
actual,  which  represents  the  time  which  intervenes  from  the 
separation  of  the  membranes  until  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus 
and  placenta."  "  3d. — The  subsequent,  which  represents  the 
symptoms  which  follow  and  mark  the  conditions  which  are 
known  as  the  sequelae  of  abortion.'* 

Upon  the  subject  of  haemorrhage  the  author  says  as  follows: 
"This  is  almost  invariably  attendant  on  the  second  stage. 
There  are,  however,  some  few  exceptions  to  the  rule,  as  in  the 
case  mentioned  above,  of  the  expnlsion  of  the  unbroken  mem- 
branes.    Xn  this  in§tq.nce  absolutely  ^q  J^semorrb^ge  ensued,  m 
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I  was  informed  by  the  nurse,  who  stated  that  only  the  slightest 
stain  of  blood  appeared  upon  the  napkins  used.  Haemorrhage 
rarely  occurs  to  any  extent  previous  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
foetus.  It  is  rarely  the  case  that  the  placenta  is  expelled  at  the 
same  time  with  the  foetus,  or  shortly  thereafter,  while  the  con- 
trary obtains  in  delivery  at  full  time."  The  observations  of 
the  author  are  correct,  and  our  experience  confirms  them. 

*'  The  decaying  placenta  may  be  weeks  in  passing  away,  or 
it  may  be  expelled  by  the  irritated  uterus  before  this  process  is , 
completed.     In  this  case  the  mass  expelled  has  a  spongy,  worm- 
eaten  appearance,  and  exhales  an  intolerable  effluvia."— (Page 
128.) 

In  our  cases  of  retained  placenta  we  have  used,  after  waiting 
a  reasonable  length  of  time  for  nature  to  make  the  expulsive 
ejfforts,  the  Ergot  in  large  doses,  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
its  drug  effect,  and  this  course  we  find  the  author,  further  on, 
recbmmends.  Attenuations  fail  to  bring  about  uterine  contrac- 
tions, and  we  must  exhibit  the  drug  in  such  quantities  as  will 
produce  the  mechanical  action  of  the  drug.  We  look  upon 
this  course  as  superior  to  allowing  the  placenta  to  remain  and 
become  a  mass  of  putridity.  The  explanation  given  by  the 
author  why  the  placenta  is  so  frequently  retained  is,  in  our 
opinion,  fully  justified  by  facts.  Malposition  of  the  uterus  is 
undoubtedly  a  frequent  cause  of  retention,  and  it  has  hereto- 
fore been  explained  by  the  author  that  it  also  is  a  frequent 
cause  of  abortion.  In  the  chapter  on  Prognosis  of  Abortion 
the  author  enters  fully  upon  the  subject  of  the  putrefactive 
absorption  of  the  retained  placenta.  The  importance  of  strict 
care  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  is  recognized.  Many  cases 
who  have  died  from  peritonitis  or  metritis  had  the  fires  of 
inflammation  lit  up  by  the  absorption  of  putrifying  detached 
portions  of  the  placenta,  and  we  would  take  this  occasion  to 
impress  upon  young  practitioners  the  importance  of  giving  this 
point  their  closest  attention. 

The  entire  chapters  upon  Diagnosis  and  Prognosis  are  replete 
with  good  advice  and  sound  reasoning. 

Part  IV  considers  the  treatment  of  abortion.  It  is  divided 
into  :     1st. — The  Preventive,  and  2d. — The  Eemedial;  which 
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last  is  subdivided  into  Mechanical  and  Bemedial.  3d. — Post 
Partem,  which  is  also  subdivided  into  Partural,  Dietetic  and 
Medicinal,  a  division  adopted  from  Dr.  Ludlam.  The  author 
herein  discusses  the  several  remedies  for  the  homoeopathic  treat- 
ment of  the  different  varieties  and  stages  of  abortion,  and  has 
the  honor  to  be  the  first  writer  in  our  school  that  has  promul- 
gated many  therapeutical  facts  il^ver  before  published.  The 
introduction  of  all  the  new  remedies,  so  far  as  experience  has 
confirmed  their  range  and  power  of  action,  is  an  addition  to 
our  literature  that  will  be  fully  appreciated  by  his  readers. 

In  the  mechanical  treatment  the  author  introduces  an  instru- 
ment of  his  own  invention,  called  the  Looped  Hook,  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  old  Blunt  Hook.  The  modified  instrument  is  not 
so  apt  to  pull  out  nor  to  injure  the  parts.  We  look  upon  the 
use  of  instruments  in  midwifery  as  properly  belonging  to  the 
last  resort.  When  time,  patience  and  medicine  fail  to  bring 
about  the  desired  result,  then,  and  then  only,  can  instruments 
be  introduced.  We  admit  that  in  the  hands  of  a  special  prac- 
titioner— one  whose  whole  attention  and  experience  is  con- 
nected with  midwifery,  he  may  so  use  instruments  as  to  shorten 
the  duration  of  suffering,  and,  without  injury  to  the  patient, 
give  immediate  relief.  But  with  the  general  practitioner  it  is 
different.  He  has  not  that  delicacy  of  touch  and  dexterity  of 
manipulation  that  will  enable  him  to  grope  in  a  morbid  and 
misplaced  uterus  with  certain  success.     Nor  is  this   dexterity 

expected  of  him.  It  is  on  this  account  that  we  speak  as  we  do 
upon  the  use  of  instruments. 

Part  V  embraces  Obstetric  Abortion,  and  gives  the  reason 
for  and  method  of  inducing  premature  labor.  It  may  be  ques- 
tioned, especially  at  the  present  time,  by  some,  if  the  processes 
so  minutely  detailed  in  this  volume,  will  not  increase  the  crime 
of  criminal  abortion  by  its  instructions.  In  fact,  the  author 
has  not  overlooked  this  point,  as  he  says  at  the  close  of  his 
introduction ; 

"  In  order  to  render  the  work;  as  complete  as  possible,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  mention  the  various  methods  to  be  made  use 
of  for  the  induction  of  abortion  for  legitimate  purposes.  If 
this  information  shaU  be  abused  and  used  for  unlawful  pur- 
poses, the  blamemust  rest  where  it  really  belongs."    ♦    ♦    ♦ 
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Our  space  prevents  us  from  giving  the  treatment  advised 
throughout  the  book,  or,  in  faet^  of  saying  many  things  that 
we  desire  to  say.  When  we  consider  the  wonderful  mystery 
that  surrounds  the  procuration  of  man,  we  can  congratulate 
ourselves  that  science  has  penetrated  within  the  vail;  and  even 
though  she  has  entered  but  the  outer  portals,  she  has  revealed 
much  that  was  hidden,  Still  the  great  and  incomprehensible 
mystery  is,  and  perhaps  always  will  be,  unrevealed  to  man. 
Our  author  spreads  before  his  readers  all  the  light  that  illumin- 
ates our  modern  science ;  and  moreover,  he  has  advanced  a 
therapeutics  far  superior  to  any  before  published.  No  homoeo- 
pathic library  is  complete  without  a  copy  of  this  work,  and  no 
general  practitioner  should  be  a  day  ignorant  of  its  contents. 

Peterson. 


Why  Not  ?  A  book  for  every  woman  :  By  E.  H.  Storer, 
M.  D.  Lee  &  Shepard,  Boston.  Price  50  cents.  For  sale 
at  Detroit  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

The  multiplicity  of  books  that  now  crowds  the  market,  gives 
rise  to  a  lively  competition  among  book  makers.  Our  writers 
of  novels  rely  largely  for  patronage  upon  the  titles  they  place 
upon  their  works.  The  vocabulary  of  startling  words  and  sen- 
tences is  being  pretty  rapidly  exhausted,  and  slang  phrases, 
new  and  old,  figure  extensively  on  title  pages.  We  regret  to 
chronicle  the  occurrence  of  such  an  innovation  in  the  medical 
world.  '^  Why  Not  ?"  is  a  curious  title  to  mask  an  essay  on 
Criminal  Abortion.  Can  it  be  that  such  a  title  is  necessary  to 
make  the  book  sell,  or  to  induce  people  to  read  it  ? 

There  can  be  no  mistaking  the  fact  that  abortion  has  long 
been  a  crime  among  the  American  people  of  immense  mag- 
nitude and  gravity.  And  we  trust  that  it  is  equally  true  that 
we  are  waking  up  to  a  realization  of  its  dangerous  results  upon 
the  nation. 

Dr.  Storer  has  certainly  done  the  cause  of  humanity  a  just 
deed,  in  the  production  of  the  work  before  us.  We  can  hardly, 
however,  see  the  force  of  the  design  of  placing  it  in  the  hands 
of  "every  woman."  Of  the  large  number  of  women  in  the 
country,  no  inconsiderable  part  are  not  married  and  never  ex- 
pect to  be,  and,  in  fact,  never  will  be.      There  are  many  other 
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women  who  are  past  the  prime  of  life  ;  and  neither  of  these 
classes  are  likely  to  be  especially  interested,-  or  directly  bene- 
fitted by  perusing  it. 

While  aiming  to  make  the  work  popular  among  women,  the 
author  has  unfortunately  failed  to  keep  his  particular  readers  in 
view,  and  has  also  addressed  himself  to  the  medical  profession 
and  the  public  generally  ;  he  has  ornamented  the  pages  of  his 
work  with  learned  and  technical  phrases,  to  at  least  a  certain 
extent,  and  we  must  confess  to  an  impression  that  his  style  of 
thought  is  rather  too  formal  and  labored  to  make  his  writings 
as  popular  with  the  general  reader  as  may  be  desirable. 

A  brief  and  imperfect  work  like  Dr.  Storer's,  would  hardly 
require  more  than  a  passing  notice  ;  but  the  subject  of  Crimi- 
nal Abortion  is  too  important  to  be  passed,  over  with  a  word. 
It  is  no  trivial  matter  that  tens  of  thousands  ot  human  lives 
are  yearly  sacrificed,  in  our  midst,  by  the  unchecked  hand  of 
the  abortionist.  It  is  no  trifling  fact  that  many  in  the.  medical 
profession,  and  multitudes  out  of  it,  are  professedly,  and  per- 
haps unfortunately,  ignorant  of  the  criminal  nature  of  the  act. 
But  the  exigencies  of  the  case  are  met  but  partially  by  Dr. 
Storer's  book.  What  we  need,  is  to  have  the  subject  taken 
wholly  out  of  the  domain  of  medicine  and  law  ;  stripped  of  all 
professional  incumbrances,  and  discussed  as  a  personal,  social 
and  moral  question. 

The  various  methods  in  which  the  crime  is  committed,  should 
be  placed  neither  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  profession  nor 
the  public.  The  man  who  commits  this  error  is  morally  res- 
ponsible for  the  improper  application  of  the  knowledge  gained 
through  his  agency.  Distillers  may  not  retail  intoxicating 
liquors,  but  they  are  none  the  less  responsible  for  every  glass 
sold  at  the  counter.  Dr.  Storer  is  not  faulty  in  this  respect, 
but  there  are  authors  who  are. 

Eegarding  the  nature  of  intentional  abortion,  at  any  stage 
after  conception,  Dr.  Storer  approvingly  quotes  the  following : 

"  To  extinguish  the  first  spark  of  life,  is  a  crime  of  the  same 
nature  J  both  against  our  Maker  and  society j  as  to  destroy  an  in- 
fant^ a  childy  or  a  man."* — Percival. 
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How  painfnl  it  Is  to  contrast  with  Biich  a  tmth,  bo  nobly  ex^ 
preBsed,  the  foUowing,  which  we  qnote  from  a  recent  work  : 

''The  dogma  that  the  embryo  before  that  date,  [viability] 
is  of  the  same  importance  as  atler,  is  yet  debatable.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  look  upon  the  deetniction  of  the  ovum  before  that 
period,  as  murder."— ffale  on  Abortion,  p.  319. 

Can  it  be  that  such  a  doctrine  is  the  legitimate  fruit  of  oui" 
christian  civilization  ?  Pray  Heavea  that  such  a  faith  may  not 
stain  the  fair  face  of  our  medical  profession.  It  will  not  be  an 
easy  task  to  check  the  impetus  which  Buch  a  declaration  will 
give  to  the  hellish  work  of  abortionists.  We  cannot  but  be 
startled  by  the  fact  stated  by  Dr.  Storer,  that  "abortions  are 
infinitely  more  frequent  among  protestant  than  among  catholic 
women."  Not  that  "Protestantism,  as  such,  in  any  way  encour- 
ages or  indeed  permits  the  practice  of  inducing  abortion."  But 
the  catholic  woman  is  efficiently  restrained  by  an  "ordinance 
flanked  on  the  one  hand  by  the  confessional,  and  on  the  other  by 
denouncement  and  excomniunication,"  The  fires  of  purgatory 
and  the  pains  of  Hell  ai-e  a  constant  warning  to  prevent  their 
commission  of  the  crime. 

But  protestant  society  has  no  such  wall  of  protection.  Mur- 
der runs  riot  through  its  midst.  The  Christian  Church,  the 
omnipresent  press,  and  the  law  ot  the  land  are  all  powerless  in 
its  grasp.  Hence,  Dr.  Storer  makes  this  strong  popular 
appeal,  hoping  in  some  degree  to  stay  the  progress  of  this 
monstrous  crime.  And  when  he  brings  the  medical  profession 
into  judgement,  we  can  acquiesce.  When  he  arraigns  society 
before  the  bar,  we  can  but  approve.  When  he  brings  to  light 
the  marvelous  extent  to  which  tliis  great  crime  is  carried  on, 
we  can  only  say,  ''The  hidf  has  not  been  told." 

But  the  interested  reader  of  his  book  will  search  eagerly  for 
the  author's  grand  scheme  of  relief.  He  will  naturally  look 
for  some  plan  to  be  instituted  that  BhaU  place  Protestantism 
and  its  adherents  on  as  desirable  a  footing  as  that  now  occu- 
pied by  the  followers  of  Catholicism,  Turn,  tlien,  to  page 
79,  and  read  the  author's  recapitulation.  There  stands  the 
sentence  that  is  to  be  thundered  in  the  ears  of  "every  woman ;" 
a  sentence  so  potential  as  to  deter  them  from  the  fashiona- 
ble crime  of  murder 
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'^  The  induction  of  a  forced  abortion  is,  in  reality,  a  crime 
against  the  infant,  its  mother,  the  femily  circle,  and  society/* 

Alas  for  Protestantism  !  Alas  for  humanity,  if  there  be,  in- 
deed, no  higher  considerations  to  check  the  red  hand  of  crime. 
Where  are  the  solemn  warnings  of  Divine  revelation  ?  Where 
are  the  realities  of  a  future  world  ?  Where  are  the  hopes  of 
Heaven,  or  the  terrors  ot  Hell,  that  they  should  not  be  put 
into  the  balance  that  is  to  weigh  on  the  results  of  Criminal 
Abortion  ? 

Is  Catholicism  alone  to  take  up  these  ponderous  and  irresist- 
ible agents,  and  hurl  them  so  successfully  against  this  crime  ? 
Will  Protestantism  longer  consent  to  have  the  moral  sense  of 
the  public  perverted,  by  teaching  that  the  question  of  the 
moral  character  of  taking  human  life,  in  embryo,  "  is  yet  de- 
batable ?  "  Will  she  still  seek  to  crush  out  a  crime  that  is 
both  lucrative  and  fashionable,  by  opposing  to  it  moral  and 
learned  disquisitions,  while  she  spurns  the  very  agents  that 
Heaven  places  in  her  hands  for  relief?  There  can  be  no  hope 
for  us,  of  escape  from  the  inevitable  and  fearful  results  of  this 
great  crime,  unless  in  addition  to  social  and  personal  consider- 
ations, such  as  our  author  peresents,  we  should  add,  as  above 
and  before  all,  the  solemn  considerations  of  a  future  account- 
ability. 


The  Annual  Directory  of  Homgsopathic  Physicians. 

Dr.  John  B.  Hall,  of  Cleveland,  advertised  his  Directory  to 
be  out  in  January,  1866.  At  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Institute  in  June  last,  it  was  declared  that  the  Directory  had 
been  prepared  for  the  convenience  of  the  Hahnemann  Life 
Insurance  Company,  and  that  there  was  no  intention  to  publish 
it.  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake  said  that  it  was  complete  and  would  be 
printed  immediately.  This  was  three  months  ago.  Many  who 
paid  tor  the  work  in  advance  last  year  are  very  much  dissatis- 
fied. After  such  repeated  pledges  the  work  should  certainly 
be  printed.  The  contributions  of  the  Colleges  and  Insurance 
Companies^  with  advance  subscriptions,  ought  to  defray  a  large 
proportion  of  the  expense. 
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The  Hom(eopathic  Expositor — ^Monthly,  8  pages  octavo.  No. 
1,  July,  1866. 

The  above  is  edited  and  published  by  J.  S.  Douglas,  M.  D., 
at  Milwaukie,  Wis.  It  is  an  excellent  paper  for  popular  distri- 
bution, and  physicians  interested  are  requested  to  send  the  edi- 
tor 50  cents  to  aid  in  its  publication  tor  a  year. 

Home  Papers,  publisheii  by  C.  S.  Halsey,  Chicago. 

Still  another  candidate  for  the  popular  ear.  The  design  of 
this  is  quite  different  from  the  others,  and  we  hope  it  will  prove 
a  success. 


Mltp$,  §mtiit%y  tiu 


For  the  Amexican  Homoeopathic  Obeerrer. 
CANADIAN    INSTITX7TE    OF    HOMCEOPATHY. 


Second  Annual  Meeting, 

According  to  announcement,  the  second  annual  meeting  of 
the  Canadian  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  was  held  in  Hamilton, 
at  the  Koyal  Hotel,  on  the  9th  of  May. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Vice-President,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Lancaster,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

After  routine  business  was  finished,  the  Vice-President  made 
an  interesting  verbal  report  on  Obstetrics,  citing  cases  from 
private  practice. 

Dr.  Vernon  reported  a  case  of  puerpural  convulsions. 

Dr.  Adams  enquired  if  any  cases  of  epilepsy  had  come  under 
the  notice  of  any  member  from  the  use  of  Urgot  He  reported 
several  which  he  could  distinctly  trace  to  the  use  of  this  drug. 

The  President  entered  and  took  his  seat. 

Dr.  Allen  read  a  very  interesting  proving  of  Permanganate 
of  Potash,  This  promises  to  be  one  of  our  best  remedies  in 
certain  kinds  of  diphtheria,  and  the  prover  has  used  it  with 
great  success  in  that  disease.  The  Doctor  is  making  a  more 
extended  proving  of  the  drug,  and  will  publish  it  when  com- 
pleted. 
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Dr.  C.  T.  Campbell  presented  a  paper  on  Cholera,  which 
was  received  and  commended  by  vote  of  the  Institute. 

The  President  read  his  annual  address,  which  was  a  very 
able  article,  and  was  warmly  received  by  the  members.  ^ 

An  election  by  ballot  for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulted 
as  follows  :  President — G.  C.  Field,  M.  D.,  of.  Woodstock ; 
Vice-President — J.  J.  Lancaster,  M.  D.,  of  London ;  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer — L.  F.  Crawford,  M.  D.,  Hamilton. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  meeting  should  be  held  at  Brant- 
ford,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  May,  1867. 

Physicians  present :  Drs.  Lancaster  and  Campbell,  of  Lon- 
don; Dr.  Field,  of  Woodstook;  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Cleveland,  O.; 
Dr.  Springer,  of  IngersoU ;  Dr.  Allen,  of  Brantford;  Dr. 
Adams,  of  Toronto  ;  Drs.  Vernon,  Ferguson  and  Crawford,  of 
Hamilton. 

The  society  is  young  yet,  but  has  the  elements  of  strength, 
and  promises  soon  to  become  one  of  the  most  useful  institu- 
tions of  the  country. 


Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Northwestern  Pennsylirania. 

A  meeting  of  the  homoeppathic  physicians  of  Erie  and  Craw- 
ford counties  was  held  on  Thursday,  July  5th,  at  the  office  of 
Dr.  R.  Faulkner,  in  Erie,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
*'  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Northwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania." The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the  proceedings 
very  harmonious.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year:  President — ^Dr.  R.  Faulkner ;  Vice-President — 
Dr.  H.  M.  Logee;  Secretary — Dr.  N.  Seymour;  Board  of  Cen- 
sors— Drs.  P.  Faulkner,  E.  J.  Eraser,  J.  B,  Frasier. 


Homoeopathic  Medical  and  Surgical  Hospital  of  Pittsburg  Pa. 

This  Institution  was  opened  on  the  26th  of  July,  with  great 
eclat.  We  congratulate  our  friends  on  the  success  which  has 
attended  their  undertaking.  The  building  is  well  furnished, 
and  all  the  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  patients  have 
been  completed. 
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Jerjsiuual 


Blakeslf  • — Dr.  J.  M.  Blakesly  has  opened  a  Cure  at  Avon,  New 
York.  Water  treatment  will  be  used  in  conjunction  with  homoeo- 
patbio  medication. 

De  Pew* —Br.  H.  H.  De  Pew  is  at  Maquoketa,  Iowa. 

Skeldon* — Dr.  Sheldon  has  dissolved  partnership  with  Dr.  Clary. 
The  new  firm  is  Drs.  Sheldon  and  Warren,  55  Warren  St.,  Syracuse, 
New  York. 

Rollers* — ^We  deeply  regret  to  learn  that  our  friend  and  corres- 
pondent, Smith  Kogers,  M.  D.,  of  Battle  Creek,  is  still  very  low 
(August  11th).     His  leg  was  amputated  July  23th,  by  Prof.  Beebe. 

Clark* — Dr.  C.  D.  Clark  removes  to  Mattoon  City,  111. 

Ltttes* — Dr.  C.  H.  Lutes  removes  from  Digonier,  Indiana,  to  Clin- 
ton, Michigan. 

Malcolm* — Dr.  J.  G.  Malcolm  has  settled  at  Holly,  Michigan. 

Hunting* — ^Dr.  J.  P.  Hunting  is  now  at  Brookfield,  Madison  county. 
New  York. 

Hyde* — W.  A.  Hyde,  M,  D.,  removes  to  Springfield,  Missouri. 

Skeffield* — H.  Sheffield,  M.  D.,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  has 
recently  been  the  happy  recipient  of  a  beautiful  set  of  silver-ware — 
waiter,  pitcher  and  goblets — a  handsome  token  of  appreciation  of  his 
services  as  a  homoeopathic  physician. 


DEFERRED    ABTIOIiES. 


Sanguinaria  canadensis  in  Pseudo-membranous  Croup, 

SomcRopathy  and  Science, 

Asiatic  Cholera^  a  Lecture  by  Thomas  Rowsey,  M.  D. 

Case  of  Gun-shot  Wound, 

Surgical  Gase^  by  C.  H.  Lee,  M.  D. 

New  Kennedies,  by  L.  M.  Jones,  M.  D. 

Homceopathic  Statistics, 

My  First  Steps, 

Plantago  major. 

Review  of  "  Whafs  Life,'* 

Proving  of  Sanguhiaria  canadensis. 

Proving  of  Trifolium, 

Somceopathy — by  T.  C.  Hunter. 

Cactus  grandiflorus.     Etc,  etc.,  etc. 

Prolapsus  Uteri  of  Nine  Years  Standing  Cured, 

The  Use  of  the  Colpeurynter, 

Iris  versicolor,  by  C.  A.  Guernsey,  M.  D. 

ffomxEopathic  Electropathy, 

Otitis  Externa, 

Urea,  its  Cause,  Nature  and  Effects, 


miiu  nf  ^Mtitt. 


•♦— 


For  the  Amerioan  Homoeopathic  Obserrer.. 
ASIATIC  CHOUSRA. 


A  LECTURE   BY   THOMAS  B.OWSEY,  M.  I>. 


iNTRODUcnoN. — ^In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Indus  and  Gan-- 
ges  dwells  a  deadly  atmosphere.      On  their  rank,"  slimy  shores 
grows  a  moral  Upas   tree,  which,  at  brief  intervals,   casts  its 
fearful  shadow  over  almost  the  entire  globe.      Amid  the  scenes 
of  man's  origin,  his  early  happiness  and  his  fall,  lives  the  curse 
eilunciated  so  many  years  ago— death  in  its  most  hideous  shape. 
Natural  causes,  easily  explained,  sustain  and  nourish  the  anath- 
ema.    For  years  it  will  hide  in  its  wild  waste,  silently  gather- 
ing its  awful  power  ere   it  again   stalks  abroad  to   claim  its 
victims.     Sometimes  the  infection  spends  its  fierce   energies 
upon  the  millions  of  its  own  land.      In  their  grovelling  ignor- 
ance and  abominable  practices  it  finds  mind   and  body  ever 
open  to  the  attack  of  its  fatal  poison.     Again,  with  the  aromat- 
ics,  the  glowing  fabrics,  the  vices  and  the  fatalism   of  Asia 
comes  her  blighting  infections  to  our  own  brighter  land.     Thej 
poverty,  ignorance  and  filth  of  the  countless  multitudes  of  India 
are  active  co-adjutors  of  this  Prince  of  Death.     But  the  chief 
nursery  of  the  infection  is  in  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges,   where 
the  decomposing  masses  of  the  stream,  and  the  heaps  of  vege- 
table matters  decay  and  ferment  beneath  the  blaze  of  an  Indian 
sun.     With  these  causes  act  many  of  the  religious  observances 
peculiar  to  the  country.     The  religion,  the  traditions  and  leg^ 
ends  of  the  Brahmins  compel  the  practice  of  the  most  disgust- 
ing funeral  rites.     Peculiar  baptismal  and  remedial  virtues  are 
believed  to  reside  in  thel -waters  of  many  of  the  rivers  of  India> 
particularly  the  Ganges.      The  book  of  Manon  declares  fire 
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and  water  to  be  necessary  to  purification,  and  its  blind  devotees 
bum  their  dead,  frequently  casting  the  charred  remains  into 
the  stream  to  fester  and  decay.  Eastern  travellers  have  repeat- 
edly written  of  the  disgusting  habit  of  throwing  into  the  Gan- 
ges thousands  of  dead,  and  have  told  us  that  the  Hooghley,  a 
branch  of  the  Ganges,  is  continually  seen  dotted  with  putrid 
corpses,  while  putrescent  masses  lined  the  shore.  The  me- 
phitic  gases  continually  arising  from  this  multitude  of  festering 
matter,  forms  rare  food  for  the  cholera  demon.  Add  to  this 
the  annual  and  long-continued  inundations  of  an  extensive 
tract  of  country  surrounding  the  Delta,  with  the  deposit  of 
immense  masses  of  decomposing  and  refuse  materiel^  and  we 
cease  to  ask  why  the  infection  selected  these  dark  haunts  for 
its  peculiar  home.  De  Montanier,  writing  on  this  subject, 
says :  '*  The  most  unhealthy  point  is  what  we  call  the  Delta, 
or  rather  the  Sunderbund.  A  short  distance  above  the  village 
of  Marchedabud,  the  Ganges  separates  in  to  several  branches, 
which  unite  with  rivers  of  less  importance  and  embrace  a  ter- 
ritory in  the  form  of  a  triangle,  or  rather  of  the  Greek  letter 
Delta,  whence  arises  its  peculiar  designation. 

This  space  which  measures  more  than  100  leagues,  and  is 
cross-lined  in  all  directions  with  channels,  forms  immense 
marshes  covered  with  forests,  swarming  with  wild  beasts.  Man 
•cannot  reside  there,  and  it  is  rare  to  find  even  a  Hindoo  of  the 
lowest  caste.     This  is  the  frightful  cradle  of  the  cholera." 

Not  here  only  has  the  cholera  its  home.  I  believe  its  domin- 
ions to  be  as  broad  as  the  dark  jungles  of  India, — as  wide  as 
the  gloomy  shadows  of  its  fell  superstitions,  its  awful  rites.  I 
have  said  that  it  sometimes  steals  in  among  us  with  the  bril- 
liant hues  and  dyes  and  glowing  stuffs  of  India.  Thus  it  came 
in  1817,  along  the  grand  avenues  of  commerce  and  travel, 
hailing  from  Jessore.  Travelling  leisurely,  but  fatally,  it  vis- 
ited nearly  every  country.  In  Bussia,  in  1830,  it  spread  across 
Europe  and  entered  England  in  1831,  raged  with  fi-ightful 
fatality  in  the  following  year,  and  swept  across  the  Atlantic  in 
the  Spring  of  1832.  Since  that  time  we  have  had  other  visi- 
tations ;  in  1854-58,  each  time  starting  from  India.  In  1862- 
63  it  started  from  its  lair,  visiting  Constantinople,  aud  other 
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eastern  cities  with  mnrderous  severity.  Pans,  too,  has  lately 
suffered  not  lightly,  and  in  various  parts  of  Europe  it  has  given 
warning  of  its  presence.  Even  while  I  write  apprehensions, 
keen  and  painful,  are  entertained  by  many  that  it  will  become 
epidemic  here. 

The  excitement,  the  fear  and  consternation  produced  by  the 
forebodings  and  measures  of  alarmists  are  well  calculated  to 
induce  a  depression  which  speedily  begets  an  acute  susceptibil- 
ity to  the  toxic  infection.  Cholera  generally  casts  its  baleful 
shadows  before.  These  shadows  or  premonitions  [we  have 
had.  The  course  of  the  cholera  and  its  laws  are  erratic,  and 
premature  and  unsafe  ^ould  be  a  prediction  based  upon  past 
experience:  It  has  been  asserted  that  cholera  rarely  travels 
faster  than  man.  It  generally  selects  for  its  march  the  great 
routes  of  travel  and  traffic ;  flies  with  the  hurrying  i-ailway 
train;  hovers  in  and  around  the  lonely  bark  in  the  midst  of 
the  ocean,  or  follows  slowly  across  burning  sands  in  the  train 
of  a  toiling  caravan.  Unfortunately  it  is  a  disease  which 
seems  to  baffle  all  inquiry  and  research.  Too  often  the  fatal 
result  is  all  that  we  are  certain  of.  Post-mortem  researches 
*only  eonftise  the  anxious  enquirer. 

Yet  the  study  of  the  cholera  epidemics  which  have  visited 
Europe  and  America  has  not  been  entirely  unfruitful ;  it  has 
.bequeathed  Science  many  invaluable  truths,  aud  much  crude, 
"undigested  matter,  the  study  and  analysis  of  which  may  lead 
to  results  the  most  desirable.  Its  course,  its  phenomena,  its 
symptoms  have  been  depicted  by  acute  and  learned  observers. 
Examinations  and  comparisons  of  infected  localities  have 
taught  us  how  to  keep  the  monster  at  a  safe  distance,  or  at 
least  to  disarm  him  of  half  his  terrors. 

Symptoms. — ^In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the  patients  are 
Attacked  with  premonitory  diarrhoea,  of  longer  or  shorter  dur-' 
ation,and  of  variable  severity.  In  sorn^  cases  it  is  absent, 
and  the  attack  is  sudden.  The  character  of  the  discharges 
-differs,  sometimes  greenish,  at  others  yellowish,  brownish j  or  it 
may  be  serous  at  first.  The  laxity  in  those  of  a  constipated 
habit  is,  at  times,  scarcely  appreciable.  The  number  of  these 
prodromic  discharges  varies.     Sometimes  only  two  <wr  three  in 
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the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  again  there  may  be  as  many 
as  twenty,  lasting  for  days  or  even  weeks.    Cases  have  occurred 
in  which  the  cramps  and  diarrhoea  were  simultaneous.     Again, 
after  the  cramps  had  commenced,  vague  uneasiness  and  op- 
pression at  the  epigastrium  are  occasionally  the  only  warnings. 
The  premonitory  symptoms  are  exliibited  in  some  disturbance, 
marked  or  trifling,  of  the  digestive  organs,  which  but  too  fre- 
quently attracts  but  little  attention.     It  is  when  these   awful 
warnings  make  their  appearance  that  we  should  attempt  the 
cure.     Negligence  in  this  initiatory  stage  of  the  disease  is,  in 
the  physician  criminal,  in  the  patient  suicidal      Hence,  it  is  that 
amid  ignoi'ance  and  poverty  cholera  runs  riot.    These  symptoms 
are  not  merely  evidences  of  the  presence  of  the  cholera-poison 
in  the  atmosphere,  for  when  these  signs  appear  tlie  patient  is 
already  stricken.     Gradually,  or  swiftly,  as  the  prodromic  stage 
may  have  been,  the  patient,  without  assistance,  drifts  towards 
destruction.     The  diarrhoea  increases,  the  discharges  become 
more  profuse  and  watery,  resembling   **  rice-water,"  the  burn- 
ing and  sense  of  oppression  at  the  stomach  become  more  severe, 
with  vertigo,  nausea,  prickling  sensation  iu  tlie  superior  and 
inferior  extremities.     Restlessness  and  jactitation  become  ex- 
cessive, pulse  rapid  and  low,  becoming  scarcely  perceptible  as 
the  disease  advances.     Unless  the  disease  subsides   the  symp- 
toms increase  in  severity  at  this  stage.     Violent  retching,  vom- 
iting of  a  glairy  mucus,  sometimes  mixed  with  bilious  matter, 
diarrhoea   profuse  and  involuntary,  containing  epithelial  cells  ; 
dyspnoea,  cramps  in  the  extremities  rapidly  extending   to  the 
entire  body  ;  blueness  around  the  finger  nails,   in   the   axilla, 
under  the  eyes,  in  the  ake  nasi,  around  the   mouth ;  the  tem- 
perature of  the  body  falls  to  70  or   lower ;    burning,    weight 
and  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium.      Suspension  of  the  secre- 
tions of  the  eyes,  nose,  mouth  and  kidneys  ;  insatiable  thirst ; 
tongue   cold,    bluish ;    features    thin    and    contracted ;    eyes 
sunken,  upper  lids  drawn  upwards  ;  nose  pinched,  the  alee  nasi 
become  flabby  and  impede  respiration   by  drawing  together ; 
voice  peculiar  and  startling,  constriction  and  oppression  of  the 
chest,  shrivelling  of  the  entire  body,  the  skin  resembling  the 
hands  of  a  washerwoman,  pulse  scarcely  perceptible  or  wholly 
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gone;  body  bathed  ih  a  profuse  and  clammy  swdat,  the  skin 
has  lost  all  of  its  elasticity ;  the  heart  beats  tmnnltnously, 
while  the  pulse  cannot  be  detected  ;  the  lividity  of  the  skin 
increases ;  the  conjunctivce  become  congested ;  the  least  motion 
of  the  body  produces  an  oozy  discharge  from  the  rectum ;  the 
heart  struggles  to  perform  its  accustomed  office,  and  but  too 
often  fails. 

The  above  symptoms  are  rarely  uniform.  The  poison  of 
cholera  manifests  itself  by  a  multitude  of  conflicting  symptoms. 
Sometimes  the  discharges  from  the  bowels  resemble  meal  gruel, 
at  others  are  bilious  and  consistent  in  character.  There  may 
be  much  foetor,  or  a  total  absence  of  it  in  the  evacuations. 
Now  they  are  ejected  with  violence,  and  again  they  will  flow 
passively.  In  some  cases  violent  colic  with  obstinate  consti- 
pation has  occurred.  Cases  have  occurred  where  the  patient 
had  but  one  copious  discharge  from  the  bowels,  life  seemingly 
passing  away  with  the  frightful  loss.  In  some  instances  vom- 
iting never  occunred ;  in  others,  the  cramps  would  be  the  only 
symptom.  Scarcely  five  minutes  would  intervene,  in  some 
cases,  between  the  cramps ;  in  others,  a  quarter,  a  half-hour,  or 
an  hour,  with  a  duration  of  five,  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes. The  vomiting  begins  at  no  regular  time.  In  the  greater 
number  of  instances  the  cramps  begin  in  the  inferior  extremi- 
ties. During  collapse  they  often  cease.  The  spasms  of  the 
extremities  generally  increase  in  proportion  to  the  constriction 
of  the  chest.  Sometimes  the  contractions  are  confined  to  the 
muscles  of  the  neck  and  thorax ;  at  others,  to  the  inferior  ex- 
tremities ;  in  a  few  instances,  to  the  extensors  of  the  great  toes. 
According  to  Kennedy,  in  the  low  and  most  dangerous  form  of 
the  cholera,  spasm  is  generally  wanting,  or  is  present  in  a  very 
slight  degree.  The  discharges  from  the  stomach  are  always 
acid,  those  from  the  bowels  are  acid  or  neutral.  Albumen  and 
Chloride  of  Sodium  are  found  in  the  discharges  in  large  pro- 
portion. The  secretion  of  the  bile  is  not  completely  suspended, 
for  bile  may  be  found  in  the  evacuations  in  a  modified  form. 
A  peculiar  fostor  has  been  noticed  in  persons  more  advanced 
in  life.  The*Bdnsorinm  is  scarcely  affected.  The  intellect  is 
generally  undisturbed,  exhibiting^  however,  confuaion    o^  ob- 
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txiBeness.  The  comatose  state  is  frequently  heralded  by:  fierce 
deliriam.  Frequeiitly  much  muscular  strength  is  retaiiied,  and 
many  very  remarkable  cases  are  cited  by  different  writers  in 
illustration  of  this  &cit.  During  collapse  external  hei^t  is  dis- 
tressing to  the  patient.  Where  the  prostration  has  been  ex- 
cessive the  reaction  is  correspondingly  violent,  cerebral 
symptoms  rapidly  supervening. 

Pathology. — One  of  the  most  remarkable  and  constant 
features  in  the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  of  cholera,  i& 
a  bluish  discoloration  of  the  skin,  embracing  more  or  less, ,  the 
entire  surface.  It  is  always  present  near  tthe.nmls,  the  palmar 
surfieice  of  the  hands,  the  genitals,  the  soles  of  the  feet,  lips, 
ears,  eyes,  etc.  The  rigor  mortis  is  another  striking  peculiar- 
ity, commencing  in  a  few  minutes,  sometimes  a  few  hours  after 
death.  Sometimes  a  decided  reaction  in  the  temperature  of 
the  body  occurs.  Venous  congestion  exists,  and  seems  to  in-> 
Tolve  the  venous  and  every  other  system.  The  whole  arterial 
system  is  empty.  The  blood  exhibits  peculiar  changes  conse- 
quent upon  such  an  immense  loss  of  its  watery  constituents* 
Garrod  insists  that  the  salines  of  the  blood  are  in  excess  during 
cholera.  Urea  has  been  discovered  in  it  in  large  proportipn. 
The  substance  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  undergo  no  ch^ge. 
The  vessels  and  sinuses  of  the  brain  are  found  engorged.  The 
dissections  by  Kizare  exhibit  an  irritated  and  enlarged  condi- 
tion of  the  semilunar  ganglia  and  splanchnic  nerves.  The 
mucous  follicles  of  the  uvula,  tonsils  and  pharynx  present  ao 
enlarged  appearance,  and  are  sometimes  filled  with  pus.  The 
tissues  of  the  lungs  are  generally  healthy,  with  the  exception, 
at  times,  of  a  slightly  oedematous  appearance.  Epithelial  cells 
and  viscid  matter  have  been  discovered  in  the  tubes.  Yellow 
coagulated  lymph  is  frequently  detected  in  the  pulmonary 
veins.  The  right  cavities  of  the  heart  invariably  contain  more 
blood  than  the  left,  which  are  generally  severely  contracted. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is  thickened  and  dotted 
with  spots,  suggestive  of  inflammatory  action.  The  alimentary 
canal  throughout  its  length,  the  kidneys,  the  bladder,  and  por- 
tions of  the  liver  present  a  congested  appearance.  The  glanda 
of  Brunner,  the  agminate,  the  solitary,  are  enlarged  and  filled 
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with  sero-pnrulent.  matter.  While  the  ipucous  membraii^B 
throw  off  their  epithelium,  the  serous  linings  become  dry  and 
harsh,  although  sometimes  possessing  a  viscid  coating.  The 
bladder  in  the  majority  of  cases  is  contracted  and  void  of  urine. 
Exfoliated  epithelium  renders  the  small  quantity  remaining 
thick  and  viscid,  sometimes  purulent.  Albumen  and  bile  have 
been  detected  in  the  urine  during  reaction.  Other  lesions  have 
been  observed,  lesions  which  have  depended  on  the  progress 
or  modification  of  the  disease. 

The  pathological  results  of  this  disease  are  wrapt  in  almost 
as  much  obscurity  as  are  the  causes  of  it.  >  We  can  hope  for 
no  success  in  this  wide  field  of  inqniry,  nor  ejqpect.  any. assist- 
ance in  our  efforts  to  ascertain  the  cause  and  nature  of  this  for- 
midable malady.  In.  the  multitude  of  facts,  unarranged  and 
undigested,  caught  up  at  the  bedside  and  plucked  from  the 
demon  in  its  desolating  marches,  we  must  seek  for  the  thread 
which,  once  found,  will  guide  us  safely  through  the  labryinth  of 
doubt,  out  upon  the  broad  plains  of  Truth. 

Nature,  Causes. — ^Where  Vishnu,  E[ali,  Juggernaut  and 
Conjectures  hold  their  bloody  sway — ^where  countless  hosts 
render  sacrifice  and  blind  obedience  to  the  fearful  teachings  of 
their  mysterious  Shasters, — cholera  finds  its  natural  home.  In 
the  unnatural  practices,  in  the  poverty,  and  filth,  and  ignorance 
of  their  devotees,  cholera  finds  an  ever  abundant  harvest  await- 
ing its  unsparing  scythe.  The  Ganges  and  the  Jimina,  the 
Indus  and  the  Hooghley,  flow  darkly  onward  in  horrible  putres- 
cence. Yet  pilgrims  carry  the  infected  water  to  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  India,  to  be  used  for  religious  and  medicinal 
purposes.  Although  rendered  nearly  viscid  by  decomposing 
animal  matter  and  innumerable  impurities,  the  water  of  these 
streams  is  constantly  used  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes^ 
and  the  numerous  merchant  vessels  trading  there  are  supplied 
with  it  tor  the  homeward  voyage.  Were  it  not  thiit  this  car  of 
Juggernaut  occasionally  draws  its  weary  weight  across  Christian 
lands,  crushing  out  the  lives  of  thousands  in  its  march*  we 
might  be  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  India,  and  to  Zurrermurre,  it^ 
Hindoo  goddess,  but  in  its  dread  presence  the  how  and  the 
wherefore  of  its  coming  are  questions  of  vital  importance. 
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Katnral  barriera  fornisli  no  protection.  The  infection,  in  its 
progress  sweeps  over  the  highest  moantaiae,  across  haming 
wastes  of  sand,  over  the  ocean,  in  defiance  of  opposing  winds, 
and  laughs  at  Qie  most  rigid  quarantine.  Theories  nnaceonntr 
able  and  nucounted  have  been  advanced  in  explanation,  each 
supported  by  able  advocates,  and  each  theory  making  the 
•'confusion  worse  confounded." 

Dr.  John  Chapman,  of  London,  holds  that  "the  primary 
cause  of  cholera  is,  as  a  general  rule,  the  excessive  heats  of  hot 
climatOB,  and  of  temperate  climates  in  Bunmier  when  cholera 
prevails."  It  prevailed  in  Moscow  in  the  winter  of  1830-31. 
It  traversed  Russia,  England  and  Scotland  in  winter.  He 
farther  says;  "The  proximate  cause  of  cholera  is  of  precisely 
the  same  nature  as  that  of  summer  or  choleraic  diarrhoaa,  but 
it  is  far  more  developed,  and  coosequentlj  its  action  ia  propor- 
tionately more  powerful  and  intense."  Causes  have  been 
sought  in  some  mysterious  derangement  of  the  atmosphere.  It 
has  been  jattribnted  to  the  chemical  unions  of  different  miasms. 
Yaguo  electrical  disturbances  have  b6en  suggested  as  possible 
causes. 

Dr.  Front  states  that  during  past  epidemics  he  frequently 
noticed  a  small  hut  decided  increase  in  the  weight  of  the 
atmosphere,  as  if  from  the  addition  of  some  ponderous  gas. 
Cholera  patients  throw  ofl'  but  little  carbonic  acid.  Others 
regard  it  as  an  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal ;  as  a  disturbance  of  the  ganglionic  centres  ;  as 
a  depressing  influence  of  the  specific  poison  on  the  functions 
of  organic  life,  with  a  simultaneous  irritant  action  of  the  same 
agent  upon  those  of  animal  life. 

Dr.  Ceunieve  asserts  that  the  malady  arises  from  the  pre&- 
ence  of  oviparous  animalculae  in  the  intestines,  where  they  form 
and  generate  in  immense  numbers.  If  the  patient  enjoys 
robust  health  and  is  strong  enough  to  resist  their  attacks,  they 
die  out  immediately ;  hut  if  the  conditions  of  the  human  body 
are  favorable  to  their  growth,  they  quickly  produce  disorgani- 
zation. Many  refer  the  cause  to  certain  peculiar  modifications 
of  ozone  observable  during  cholera  epidemics.  The  absence 
of  any  atmospheric  action  on  ozOno  test  papers  was  noticed  in 
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cholera  lucalitiea  in  1854.  "  An  Eerial  poison  generated  by  the 
decay  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter,"  fungi,  sporules,  have 
have  been  assumed  as  caiiaea.  In  the  exarainationa  of  the 
atmosphere  of  infected  localities,  fungi  and  vibriones,  or  lower 
forms  of  animal  life  have  been  found.  In  the  atmosphere  of 
sewers  thisse  animaleulie  abound  in  swarms.  The  supply  of 
food  to  these  creatures  would  argne  tlie  necessity  of  the  pres- 
ence of  nitrogenous  matter  distinct  from  the  germs  of  their 
inferior  life.  If  these  experimenfa  do  not  unfold  the  true 
cause  of  cholera,  they  at  least  teach  iis  tliat  foreign  animal 
matter  may  accumulate  in  particular  localities,  and  which, 
depending  on  meteorological  conditions,  may  induce  and  prop- 
agate disease. 

Dr.  Lander  Lindsay,  in  a  publication  issued  in  1859,  makes 
the  following  remarks  on  the  fungons  origin  of  cholera :  *'  The 
isolated  or  disintegrated  individual  cells  of  the  tissues  probably 
include  many  if  not  most  of  the  'annular  bodies,'  'cholera 
corpuscles,'  or  'fungi,'  which  bo  startled  the  histological  and 
medical  world  during  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1848-49.  As 
least  the  ultimate  elements  of  these  tissues  or  substances,  at 
observed  by  myself,  correspond  in  their  character  to  those  pub- 
lished as  delineative  of  the  bodies  in  question  by  their  original 
discoverers.  I  believe  that  potatoes,  oat-meal,  bread,  and  the 
vegetables  of  common  broth,  will  furnish  most  of  the  forms  of 
the  once  famed  '  annular  bodies ;'  that  they  are  not,  therefore, 
fungoid  in  their  origin  or  nature,  and  that  they  have  no  essen- 
tial or  causative  relation  to  cholera.  I  have  found  them  equally 
in  other  diseases,  as  in  the  stools  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 

•  •  "  There  are  many  who  believe  that  Asiatic  cholera  is 
connected  primarily  with  a  rapid  and  fatal  degeneration  of 
the  blood,  produced  by  some  undiscoverable  septic  influence. 
Hahnneman  adopted  the  Linnceun  theory  of  animalcular 
origin.  Dr.  Johnson,  of  London,  considered  choleraic  collapse 
to  be  the  result  of  an  arrest  of  blood  in  the  mintito  branches  of 
the  pulmonary  artery,  due  to  spasm.  It  has  been  ascribed  to 
"an  organic -poison,  which  is  reproduced  within  the  human 
system,  and  is  diffused  by  haman  intercourse."  It  is  a  well 
aa^enticatedtkct.that  poison.germtsiire  reproduced  by  Becr&< 
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tions  without  the  blood  being  contaminated — as  in  gonorrhceal 
poison.  Another  liaa  concluded  that  it  arieeB  from  morbjd 
secretiona  becoming  poisonous  from  their  union  with  the  ele- 
ments of  matter,  either  in  tlic  earth  or  atmoapherc.  I  believe 
that  cholera  is  prooiiecd  by  aerial  germa  in  the  atmosphere. 
Theae  germs  arc  eontihually  borne  away  from  their  dark  hanntft 
in  India  by  meteorological  and  other  influences,  but  meetiog^ 
with  no  conditions,  except  at  long  intervals,  essential  to  their 
proaervatiou,  they  rapidly  die  out.  These  conditions  of  the 
atmoaphere  must  depend  upon  elemental  changes  in  its  coa- 
atmction.  We  know  that  repeated  examinations  have  shown 
an  increased  weight  in  the :  atmosphere  of  infected  localitiea, 
during  epidemics.  This  poison  would  seem  to  operate,  to  exist, 
by  catalysis — by  the  presence  of  another  power.  The  germs 
are  readily  swept  from  place  to  place,  oflen  passing  localities, 
apparently  presenting  every  requisite  for  their  support,  but 
evidently  void  of  the  peculiar  receptivity  necessary  to  the  de- 
velopment of  their  fierce  energies. 

And  here,  in  substantiation,  let  me  give  you  the  theory  of  a 
profound  thinker,  of  an  accomplished  scliolar  and  chemist — 
Dr.  S.  S.  Lungren,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  says :  "  The  prin- 
cipal article  of  food  used  by  the  natives  of  India,  is  the  ncey 
which  is  grown  in  immense  quantities,  there  being  a  double 
crop  annually.  Previous  to  the  year  1817,  one  of  the  chief 
endemics  of  India  was  cholera  morbus,  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  the  natives.  But  tlie  previous  year  the  rice  crop  be- 
came badly  diseased,  yet  was  nevertheless  consumed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  until  the  next  crop  was  harvested. 
The  diseased  grain  yielded  a  momentary  sustenance — held 
famine  at  bay  for  a  little  while — but  the  monster  born  of  this 
violation  of  Nature's  laws  demanded  a  thousand  deaths  for 
every  life  lengthened  by  the  infraction.  The  uae  ot  the  spoiled 
rice  as  an  article  of  food,  and  water  containing  a  large  amount 
of  animal  matter  in  a  state  of  putrefaction,  combined  with  a 
moist,  heated  atmosphere,  acting  upon  debilitated  systems,  con- 
verted the  ordinary  cholera  morbus  of  India  into  a  malignant 
disease,  analogous  to  poisoning  by  ergot,  and  capable  of  trane- 
missioQ  from  one  human  being  to  another."     But  whatever  .th« 
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cause  of  the  malady  maj  be^  experience  has  ta^^t  us  that,  ^ere 
exists  many  exciting  and  predisposing  aids  to  its  develop^ 
ment.  Among  the  most  hmrtfal  of  these  is  the  con-^ 
stantly  deteriorating  atmosphere  of  ill-ventilated  hospitals* 
churches,  school  rooms,  dw^dl^ings,^  prisons,  theatres,  etc.  The 
mephitic  gases  arising  from  crowded  and  ill-ventilated  coiu't& 
and  lanes,  poorly  supplied  with  pure  water,  and  ill-cleaiiBed, 
close,  filthy  and  foul-aired.  Cess  pools,  drains,^  and  sowers  of 
deposit  about  the  house*  Few  mephitic  gases  are  more  injuri- 
ous than  those  arising  from  animal  excretions*  An  accnmula* 
tion  of  the  infection  may  arise  from  the  evaciiations,  which 
may  give  a  local  malignancy  to  the  disease.  The  effluvia  aris- 
ing from  slaughter  houses*  and  from  soap  and  candle  factories, 
are  exceedingly  deleterious. 

Putrescent  food,  such  as  spoiled  oysters,  sausages,  pork,  etc*, 
an  exceedingly  minute  quantity  of  which  is  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce the  most  injurious^  effects,  especially  is  this  the  case  when 
any  zymotic  disease  is  epidemic.  Water,  contaminated  by 
oozings  from^ sewers  or  vaults;  putrescent  exhalations  from  the 
lungs  and  skin.  An  unusual  susceptibility  has  been  observed 
in  those  suffering  from  foul  air  diseases.  Also  among  those 
confined  in  small,  ill-conditioned  shops  or  rooms.  Persons 
whose  excreting  organe;  and  particularly  the  kidneys,  are  im- 
paired,  are  very  liable  to  the  influence  of  toxic  agents,  and  this 
class  are  more  easily  affected  by  cholera  and  all  epidemic  infec- 
tious diseases.  Various  nervous  diseases  seem  to  predispose  the 
patient.  ".  The  susceptibility  to  cholera  resides  in  the  organic 
nervous  system,  upon  which  the  poison  first  makes  its  implies- 
sion,  producing  innervation  and  altered  action  of  the  capilla- 
ries, giving  rise  in  many  instances  to  profuse  exhalations,  also 
morbid  secretions  from  the  mucous  f  membranes,  from  which, 
probably,  the  infection  arises."  The  susceptibility  to  cholera 
exists  to  the  greatest  extent  in  a  community  t)iat  has  never  felt 
its  malign  influence.  Any  violent  and  excessive  emotion  as  of 
anger  or.  grief,  is  hurtful.  Inregular  habit8^aQdiD4^)g^Q09fi|  be- 
get a  liability.  Sudden  chill  when  hot  and  perspiring,  and  expo- 
sure to  night  air,  especially  in  miasmatic  localities,  create  a  qiis- 
ceptibility ;  likewise  editing  green,  unripened  iruit  aQ4 vegetables. 
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CoKTAGioN — Portability. — Perliopa  no  phenomenbn  of 
Asiatic  cholera  lias  created  more  agitation  and  diBCUBflion  in  the 
medical  world,  than  this  much  vexed  question.  Every  species 
of  evidence,  pro  and  con,  has  been  produced.  Passion  has  lent 
its  warmth  to  the  hotly  contested  debate,  and  many  there  are 
who  shut  their  eyes  upon  everything  in  any  manner  conflicting 
with  their  own  cherished  theories.  The  immense  amount  of 
research,  observations,  statisticB,  and  evidence  on  this  subject 
wrap  us  in  the  mists  of  uncertainty  and  renders  a  positive 
opinion  impossible,  or  at  least  unsafe.  Here,  Hahnemann  uses 
the  peculiar  emphasis  of  a  reformer,  earnestly  denying  the  the- 
ory of  non-contagion,  or  non-infection.  Chapman  asserts  Uiat 
"cholera  is  neither  contagions  or  infectiouB  in  any  sense  what- 
soever, except  through  the  depressing  influence  of  fear."  The 
results  of  many  investigations  limit  the  spread  of  the  malady 
to  the  lines  of  human  travel  and  traffic.  The  fearful  epidemic 
of  Gnadaloupe,  W.  I.,  wae  traced  to  the  unpacking  and  expor- 
sure  of  cholera-infected  clothing.  It  has  been  known  to  havie 
occurred  on  board  a  vessel  twenty-seven  days  out  from  a  non- 
infected  port.  I  have  Heen  it  sweep  one  side  of  a  street  for  a 
distance  oi  three  squares,  whUe  the  other  side  was  entirely  es- 
empt.  Whether  it  is  contagious  in  the  same  manner  as  scar- 
latina or  variola,  or  infectious  as  in  close  attendance  on  typhoid 
cases,  we  know  that  the  system  often  quickly  tolerates  the  poi- 
son, and  that  frequent  exposure  to  the  infection  removes,  in  s 
great  measure,  susceptibility  to  the  disease.  Many  persons, 
unprotected  by  vaccination,  are  unimpressed  by  contact  with 
the  contagious  principles  of  variola,  but  they  may  carry  the 
germs  about  with  them,  yet  their  immunity  does  not  for  a  mo- 
ment cast  a  doubt  on  the  contagious  character  of  the  disease. 
Similar,  I  believe,  is  the  contagion  of  cholera.  Some  inappre- 
ciable change  or  disturbance  in  the  system  presents  those  con- 
ditions of  susceptibility,  which  may  make  the  cholera  fearfully 
contagious. 

Diagnosis. — Some  writers  have  thought  that  they  could 
detect  vague  analogies  between  cholera  and  epidemic  influenza. 
Others,  again,  have  discerned  resemblances  between  it  and  the 
plague,  and  the  "sweating  sickness."      But  there  is  more  dan- 
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ger  of  confounding  it  with  irritant  poisoning.  The  history  of 
the  case  must  be  obtaiiied,  an  analysis  of  the  '"discharges  must 
be  made,  which  will  sooner  or  later  reveal  the  presence 
of  the  poison,  if  any.  The  burning  and  distress  in  the 
throat,  in  cholera,  invariably  commences  after  the  vomiting, 
in  cases  of  irritant  poisoning,  the  vomiting  ia  generally  sangui- 
nolent.  Writers  have  compared,  and  very  justly,  the  phenom- 
ena of  cholera  to  the  action  of  Arsenic  and  Tartar  emetic. 
The  absence  or  presence  of  the  epidemic,  the  duration,  and  the 
character  of  the  discharges  will  prevent  confusion  in  cases  of 
cholera  morbus. 

Mortality, — The  epidemic  of  1832  slew  32,000  persons, 
and  that  of  1848-49  destroyed  72,000  in  Great  Britain.  The 
number  of  deaths  per  diem  in  Constantinople,  during  the  late 
epidemic,  varied  irom  one  to  two  thousand.  But  on  this  sub- 
ject, 1  must  quote  from  alecture  on  the  ^'■Treatment  of  Cholera," 
delivered  by  Prof  Alonzo  Clark,  at  the  Coll^  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York — the  recognized  leader  of  the  old 
school  in  that  metropolis.  1  place  the  quotation  under  the 
caption  of  "  Mortality,"  for  his  admissions  reveal  more  truth 
than  ordinary  statistics  :  "  The  Opium  treatment  stands  first, 
perhaps.  Opium  has  frequently  been  given  in  very  large  doses, 
but  has  generally  failed  to  cure,  and  it  seems  now  to  be 
the  universal  opinion  of  those  who  have  had  most  exper- 
ience in  the  disease,  that  except  in  the  initiatory)  diar- 
rhoea of  cholera,  it  does  harm  rather  than  good."  He  con- 
tinues :  "  Opium  may  be  given  in  moderate  doses  in  the  initi- 
atory diarrhoea  ;  but  from  large  doses,  wnich  are  apt  to  remain 
and  then  produce  accumulative  effects,  only  diaaatrouB  reaulU 
can  be  expected."  "  No  physician  can  approach  a  patient  in 
the  stage  of  cholera-collapse,  with  its  striking  features,  pulse- 
lessness at  the  wrist,  the  violet-bluish  discoloration  of  the  skin, 
the  coldness  of  the  surface,  the  sunken  eye,  the  cadaverous  look 
and  not  have  BUggested  to  his  mind  the  propriety  of  poteerful 
aimulatitm.  Hence,  it  is  not  astonishing  that  stimulants  have 
been  used  with  great  freedom  ;  but  the  results  obtained,  without 
going  into  detail,  may  be  stated,  that  like  Opium,  except  in 
Bmall  quantities  during  the  initiatory  dianhcua,  they  have  not 
been  found  serviceable.  '  He  gives  the  following  statistics  as  ■ 
some  of  the  results  of  bleeding  :  "  Dr.  MuUer,  of  Riga,  bled 
four  persons,  they  all  died  ;  in  ten  others,  there  seems  to  be  no 
harm  dom-  by  it  in  four ;  and  in  twenty-three  more,  a  favorable 
chai^  seemed  to  take  place  in  eight.  Dr.  Silvoni  bled  nine 
cases  in  impending  collapse,  one  recovered.  Dr.  Bell,  who  ad- 
vocates bleeding,  reports  that  he  bled  44  patients  in  the  first 
Bt^e.     Seven  died.     Six  bled  in  the  verge  of  collapse,  all  died. 
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Of  nine  bled  in  ooUapie,  seven  died.  Dr.  Helva  relates  a  case  of 
collapse,  in  which  relief  (?)  was  obtained  by  taking  eight  ounces  of 
blood  by  oups,  but  the  patient  died  Jive  minutes  afterwards.  Of  69 
cased  reported  by  Dr.  MuUer,  bled  daring  the  stage  of  reaction,  48 
died;  of  six  patients  in  the  same  stage,  with  the  consecutive  fever 
and  pneumonia  of  reaction,  aU  died ;  of  twelve  not  bled,  seven  recov* 
cred.  This  seems  to  dispose  pretty  effectually  of  bleeding  in  cholera." 
**  A  drug  which  has  been  pretty  extensively  used,  is  Calomel,  As 
far  as  my  personal  experience  is  concerned,  I  must  confess  that  in 
general,  as. the  phrase  goes,  1  have  not  had  much  luck  with  Calarnel. 
I  would  not  say  tJictt  CaXomel  is  an  enemy  of  mankind,  but  say  this^ 
thai  it  can  be  'used  less  than  it  is,  to  the  advantage  of  man.  Dr.  B., 
of  New  Orleans,  in  1849,  in  ten  cases,  gave  from  120  to  150-180 
grains  in  one  dose,  in  one  case  half  an  ounce.  This  is  sufficiently 
heroic.  Four  of  these  10  cases  were  in  collapse,  but  all  died**'  "Dr. 
Buell  reports  the  success  of  sixty-grain  doses  of  Calomel,  in  one  of 
the  New  York  hospitals,  as  93  deaths  in  100  cases — the  largest  mor- 
tality of  any  in  the  City." 

Such  unusual  candor  renders  unnecessary  the  study  and  compar- 
ison of  unwieldy  statistics.  The  Professor's  frank  confession  of  in- 
competency, of  medical  destructiveness,  would  shame  the  most  mur- 
derous figures.  He  rounds  off  every  presciption  with  death.  But 
let  us  leave  this  ghostly  chapter  and  turn  to  the  enlightened  system 
of  therapeutics  which  has  proved  itself  a  boon  and  a  blessing  to  the 
human  race. 

Treatment. — Before  we  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  hom- 
oeopathic remedies,  let  us  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  therapeutic  re- 
sources of  the  outside  medical  world.  The  old  leaders  knew  not 
which  way  to  turn  in  the  presence  of  the  dread  malady,  which  seemed 
to  mock  at  all  their  efforts.  Andral  and  Broussais,  usually  confident, 
were  lost  in  doubt.  A  spirit  of  unusually  mad  empiricism  seemed 
to  sway  the  exponents  and  teachers  of  the  regular  school.  In  1832, 
and  again  in  1849,  the  regular  faculty  of  Philadelphia  urged  the  use 
of  Alcoholic  drinks  as  a  preventive  of  cholera,  and  fearful  and  dis- 
astrous were  the  consequences  of  such  stupidity.  Mustard  emetics, 
the  acids,  the  mineral  salts,  Croton  oil.  Catechu,  Creosote,  Quinine, 
Opium,  Seidlitz  powders,  all  were  used  and  flung  aside,  and  tried 
again.  Cujeput  oil  commanded  at  one  time  fabulous  prices.  One 
would  cure  the  muscular  spasms  of  cholera  by  forced  extension, 
while  Dr.  Gasson,  of  Ireland,  removed  the  diarrhoea  hy  plugging  the 
anus.     Sulphur  was  given  to  destroy  the  fungi ;  Chloroform  to  make 
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an  impression  on  tho  ganglionic  centres  ;  and  Calomel,  as  of  old,  to 
assault  the  much  abused  liver,  A  pound  and  a  half  of  Calomel  has 
been  given  to  a  patient  in  the  course  of  forty -eight  hours.  Bontius 
thought  that  Lupus  porcinus  was  the  specific.  The  infusion  of  saline 
solutions  into  the  veins  is  regarded  by  many  as  exceedingly  effica- 
cious. Dr.  Watson,  of  London,  must  have  grown  perfectly  sardonic 
when  writing  of  this  practice ;  he  said,  ** — the  temporary  recovery 
might  sometimes  be  of  great  importance :  might  allow  a  dying  man 
to  execute  a  will."  Again  he  says,  ** — excepting  always  the  cases  of 
preliminary  diarrhoea,  just  as  many,  though  not  perhaps,  the  same  in- 
dividuals, would  probably  have  survived  had  no  medication  whatever 
been  practiced."  Eberle  thought  that  there  was  something  very 
analogous  between  the  effects  of  choleric  cause,  and  those  which 
result  from  mineral  poisons,  particularly  Arsenic." 

The  following  passage  occurs  in  Braithwaite's  Retrospect.  Epit- 
ome, Vol.  I,  page  861,  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the  precursory 
diarrhoea  :  <*  Do  not  instantly  check  the  diarrhoea,  as  it  is  possible 
that  the  poison  is  passing  off  by  the  intestines.  But  moderate  the 
irritation  by  gentle  opiates  :  act  upon  the  skin  and  kidneys ;  give 
plenty  of  demulcent  drinks,  and  order  a  shroud  for  immediate  dres- 
-sing,**  Da  Costa  cries  out  that  "Its  epidemic  visitations  are  what 
the  plague  wasJto^Europe  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  what  yellow 
fever  still  is  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent.  It  is  at  least  as 
dangerous  ;  its  nature  is  as  hidden  ;  its  management  quite  as  unsatis- 
factory." "  The  experience  of  the  past  will  nDt  have  been  lost,  if  on 
looking  over  its  various  modes  of  treatment,  we  can  reject  what  has 
been  useless,  and  are  able  to  say,  'from  this  point  we  can  start  anew, 
and  then  go  forward.'  "  The  anxious  student  of  allopathy,  eager  for 
light  and  instruction,  receives  the  above  from  Alonzo  Clark,  M.  D., 
and  turns  away  disappointed  and  alarmed,  to  seek  comfort  and 
assurance  in  other  authorities.  Alas  !  The  first  volume  he  opens  is 
"  Wood's  Practice,"  and  the  following  sentence  meets  his  horrified 
^aze  :  "  The  plans  of  treatment  which  have  been  employed  in 
Asiatic  cholera  are  almost  as  numerous  as  the  combinations  of  which 
remedies  are  susceptible ;  and,  judging  from  the  reports  upon  a  great 
scale,  there  seems  to  have  been  little  difference  in  the  results ;  for 
the  proportion  has  generally  varied  from  -J-  to  -J-  per  cent,  io  mat- 
ter what  was  the  locality,  or  what  were  the  means  resorted  to." 
But  enough.  With  a  sensation  of  relief  I  turn  to  our  more  per- 
fect system.  Strong  in  its  simplicity,  in  its  purity  and  directness, 
it  possesses  resources  without  number. 
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Successful  encounters  wijbli  past  epidemics  have  taught  us  that 
with  such  remedies  as  Cc^mphor,  Cuprum^  Arsenicum  and  Veratrum, 
mihDigitaliSf  Carbo  vegetabUis,  Cantharis  and  Aconitum  we  can 
save  two-thirds  of  our  cholera  patients.  I  will  not  condescend  to 
repeat  the  oft  quoted  statistics  in  suhstantiation.  The  puhlic.  the  in- 
telligent, thinking  public,  long  since  accepted  the  truth,  and  non-con- 
formists knowing  it,  too,  sought  no  explanation.  Pulsatilla,  PhoS' 
photic  add,  Secale,  Cicuta,  China,  Ipecac,  Hyosdamus,  and  all  the 
resources  of  a  Materia  Medica  only  in  its  dawning.  Camphor  is 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  first  stage  of  the  malady,  yet  it  may  render 
eminent  service  throughout  its  course.  The  proving  of  this  drug 
presents  a  striking  picture  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Two  or  three  drops  of 
the  spirits  or  tincture  on  a  little  sugar  every  five,  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  or  every  hour  or  two  hours,  according  to  the  urgency 
of  the  symptoms.  Veratrum,  in  drop  doses  of  the  tincture,  or  first 
dilution,  given  frequently  when  distension,  burning,  and  sensibility 
at  the  hypochondria  are  excessive  ;  cramps  in  the  inferior  extremities; 
blueness,  coldness,  and  clammy  sweat;  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
muscles  of  the  neck.  Cuprum  in  excessive  spasms,  difficult,  hurried 
breathing,  lock-jaw.  Arsenicum,  intense  gastric  irritation,  diarrhoea 
with  vomiting,  great  restlessness.  Reference  to  our  repertories  will 
show  the  full  and  particular  group  of  symptoms  peculiar  to  each  drug. 
If  recourse  be  had  to  heat  and  friction,  their  application  should  be 
made  very  gently,  for  the  patient  will  quickly  complain  of  distress- 
ing heat  and  burning  of  the  surface.  The  re-action  must  be  carefully 
guarded  or  sudden  oppression  of  the  brain  may  be  induced.  Cold 
water  must  be  denied  to  the  unnatural  thirst  of  the  patient,  for  its 
indulgence  will  provoke  the  diarrhoea,  if  arrested,  or  sustain  it  if  still 
unchecked.  Particles  of  ice  may  be  placed  in  a  bag  made  for  the 
purpose,  and  given  to  the  patient  to  hold  in  his  mouth.  Convales- 
cents should  be  as  careful  in  their  diet  as  are  persons  just  rescued 
from  starvation.  It  is  necessary  to  avoid  distention  of  the  stomach 
with  food  or  drinks  for  a  long  period  after  recovery.  The  diet  pre- 
scribed in  acute  dyspepsia  would  be  appropriate  here.  As  to  pro- 
phylactics against  cholera,  perhaps  none  are  so  efficacious  as  Camphor 
and  Cuprum.  If  taken  as  simple  preventives,  the  doses  should  be 
very  small,  and  taken  only  after  long  intervals,  as  for  instance,  twice 
or  three  times  a  week.  It  is  a  well-known  fact—one  known  and  rec- 
ognized by  all  schools — that  workers  in  Copper  have  enjoyed  almost 
perfect  exemption  during  cholera  epidemics.  People  have  worn,  and 
do  wear,  little  plates   of  Copper  about  them  as  preventives.      Per- 
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fectly  fermented  cider,  ripe  fruits  and  vegetables  are  beneficial.  The 
waters  of  some  Sulphur  Springs  have  been  observed  to  be  prophy- 
lactic. Personal  cleanliness  must  bo  observed.  People  should  avoid 
the  abrupt  changes  which  foar  too  often  dictates.  Death  will  often 
interrupt  a  hurried  flight,  and  the  sudden  change  of  water,  diet  and 
climate  invite  attack. 

Reforms  now  become  dangerous,  and  if  evil  habits  have  beea 
acquired,  a  strict  moral  pruning  might  entail  physical  destruction^ 
Sanitary  measures  carefully  enforced  by  municipal  authority,  may  and 
do,  deprive  cholera  of  much  of  its  malignancy.  House-to-house  ex- 
aminations should  be  rigidly  observed,  and  every  nuisance  of  what- 
ever kind,  be  immediately  abated.  Disinfectants  should  be  used* 
freely  in  vaults,  lanes  and  private  houses.  Yet,  if,  as  we  have  often 
found,  the  cholera  steals  in  among  us  in  defiance  of  every  precaution, 
we  must  accept  it  with  a  resignation  not  cowardly  or  abject,  but 
christian-like. 


INDIGENOUS    REMEDIES. 


BY    L.    M.    JONES,    M.    D. 


Read  before  tie  Michigan  Hamaopathic  Institute^  June  19 th,  1866. 

I  Mrill  report  a  few  cases  cured  with  indigenous  remedies, 
where  the  old  and  tried  remedies  had  only  partially  relieved  or 
entirely  failed.  I  could  also  report  cases  where  the  new  indi- 
genous remedies  have  failed  and  our  old  remedies  have  finally 
entirely  cured.  But  my  object  in  this  paper  is  to  point  out  a 
few  of  very  many  recorded  cases  within  the  last  twelve  months 
where  the  old  remedies  have  been  thoroughly  tried  and  failed, 
and  after  this  were  cured  with  indigenous. 

Case  1. — Mrs.  E.,  aged  22  years,  fair  complexion,  nervous 
and  bilious  temperament,  good  constitution,  formerly  robust 
and  healthy ;  been  married  four  years,  had  two  children ; 
recovered  rapidly  from  the  confinements,  as  she  informed  me. 
Six  weeks  after  her  second  confinement  she  was  taken  with  a 
shortness  of  breath  at  times,  and  at  others  with  hard  and 
laborious  breathing,  and  rapid  prostration  of  the  system  gener- 
ally.    (I  use  her  own   language.)     An  allopathist  was  called 

30 
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and  pronounced  the  disease  incurable  consumption  of  lungs 
and  blood.  (I  still  quote  her  language,  as  she  received  it  from 
her  regular.)  At  times  she  felt  somewhat  better  and  quite  en- 
couraged, and  hoped  to  get  well  under  his  treatment ;  but  in 
this  she  was  doomed  to  disappointment,  and  found  herself  grad- 
ually failing  ;  disappointed  and  disheartened,  and  after  a  trial  of 
four  long  months,  her  husband  and  friends  concluded  to  send 
for  a  homoeopath.  Accordingly  I  was  sent  for.  I  found  a  true 
case  of  asthma,  together  with  a  nursing  sore  mouth.  I  gave 
her  *^ Arsenicum  album  3d,  and  Copaiva  3d,  in  alternation,  a 
dose  every  hour,  for  four  days,  except  sleeping  time.  For  the 
next  five  days  I  gave  her  Phosphoric  acid  and  Ipecacuanha, 
which  entirely  cured  her  astlima,  (the  allopathic  consumption) 
and  since  that  time  (now  eight  months)  she  has  scarcely  had  a 
symptom  of  that  disease.  During  the  time  the  disease  in  the 
mouth  continued  to  increase.  I  gave  her  Mercurius,  Veratrum, 
Arsenicum  album,  Secale  cornutum,  and  all  the  various  old 
remedies,  both  at  the  high  and  low  dilutions.  The  trouble  in- 
•oreased,  so  much  so  that  I  was  quite  fearful  of  the  result,  as 
^the  disease  now  seemed  to  be  extremely  bad  in  the  mouth,  on 
.the  gums,  and  extended  down  the  throat  to  the  stomach  and 
'bowels,  with  a  troublesome  diarrhoea.  After  giving  pure  pel- 
Jets  for  one  week,  I  gave  Eupatorium  aromaticum  (white  snake 
Toot,)  and  Hydrastis  canadensis,  in  alternation,  a  dose  every 
.two  hours,  through  the  day.  All  the  symptoms  better  in  four 
^days  ;  in  ten  days  no  diarrhsea ;  all  the  symptoms  improving. 
Continued  same  medicines,  at  longer  intervals,  for  four  weeks, 
at  which  time  she  had  entirely  recovered,  and  remains  well  up 
to  this  time,  now  over  six  months.  The  cure  was  completed 
without  weaning  the  child. 

Case  2. — Mrs.  W.,  aged  31  years,  dark  complexion,  bilious 
temperament,  good  constitution,  and  generally  healthy.  When 
her  fourth  child  was  eight  months  old  she  was  taken  with  a 
nursing  sore  mouth,  small  ulcers  on  the  cheeks,  inside,  and  on 
the  tongue  ;  and  the  gums,  fauces  and  throat  covered  with  a 
white  canker  deposit,  seemingly  two  distinct  diseases.  After 
four  weeks'  trial  with  the  usual  old  remedies,  with  the  disease 
very  bad  and   increasing,  I  gave  her  Eupatorium  aromaticum 
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and  Comus  circinata  (green  osier).     A  perfect  cure  in  four 
-days. 

(The  last  remedy  I  am  now  proving,  and  from  the  present 
indications,  I  expect  to  report,  at  some  future  time,  after  a  full 
and  thorough  proving,  a  remedy  that  probably  cannot  be  su- 
perseded by  any  known  medicine  in  the  treatment  of  apthse, 
thrush  or  nursing  sore  mouth,  and  also  for  the  spurious  diphthe- 
ria, which  has  been  so  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  our  country.) 

Case  3. — Mrs.  W.,  aged  28,  lair  complexion,  nervous  tem- 
perament, very  weak  constitution,  predisposed  to  disease  of 
the  lungs,  six  years  since  came  very  near  dying  with  lung 
fever.  Last  winter  was  taken  with  chills,  a  fever  and  chill 
every  day,  followed  with  fever  from  six  to  eight  hours.  I 
give  her  Arsenicum  album  and  China,  Nux  for  chill  and  Acon- 
ite for  fever.  Cured  in  six  days.  Five  weeks  after  the  family 
moved  to  another  farm,  in  bad  weather  in  March  ;  the  woman 
•commenced  having  chills  and  fever,  as  previously.  I  gave  her 
the  same  remedies,  with  no  perceptible  eflfect.  I  tried  all  the 
old  remedies,  in  high  and  low  dilutions  and,  to  satisfy  her 
friends,  I  gave  large  doses  of  Quinine.  All  did  not  interfere 
with  or  arrest  the  chills  and  fever  in  the  least.  After  six  weeks 
of  the  above  treatment,  I  gave  her  Eupatorium  perfoliatum, 
a  dosA  every  two  hours,  during  intermission,  Nux  during  chill, 
and  Baptisia  tinctoria  for  fever.     Cured  in  four  days. 

Case  4. — Mr.  J^L  a  laborer,  had  chills  and  fever  last  No- 
vember; is  of  a  bil^lMifctemperament,  but -light  complexion, 
naturally  of  a  frail  constitution;  age  33  years.  Well  as  usual 
through  the  winter  ;  early  in  the  spring  chills  commenced,  of 
a  tertian  type,  same  as  last  fall.  Arsenicum  album,  China, 
Nux,  Aconite,  Carbo  vegetabUis,  and  then  large  doses  of  Quin- 
ine. All  failed  to  break  up  the  chills.  Pure  pellets  for  six 
days,  then  Eupatorium  perfoliatum,  during  intermission  ;  Nux 
for  chills,  Baptisia  tinctoria  for  fever.  Cured  entirely  in  three 
days,  except  the  debility,  he  having  but  one  paroxysm  of  chill 
and  fever  after  commencing  the  last  treatment. 

Case  5. — Mrs.  P.,  age  46,  fair  complexion,  nervous  tempera- 
ment. For  twenty  years  had  suffered  more  or  less  with  con- 
TStant  pain  in  the  chest,  around  the  heart,  with  occasional  par- 
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oxysms  of  palpitation.  The  disease  continued  to  increase, 
year  by  year,  under  the  best  [allopathic  treatment,  until  the 
paroxysms  became  frequent.  Great  suffocation,  constant  labori- 
ous breathing,  loss  of  appetite,  prostration  ;  so  much  so  that 
the  least  exercise  would  almost  produce  suffocation,  and  when 
I  was  called  her  limbs  were  very  much  swollen  and  a  puffy  ap- 
pearance of  the  system  generally.  I  gave  her  Aconite,  Digi- 
talis, Nux  vomica,  Arsenicum  album,  and  some  other  remedies, 
with  quite  considerable  benefit,  but  did  not  remove  the  jmn  in 
the  heart  or  the  puffiness  and  swelling.  I  now  gave  her  Cactua 
and  Arsenicum  album  in  alternation,  a  dose  every  three  hours. 
The  symptoms  were  all  better  in  ten  days,  and  in  three  weeks 
the  pain  had  left ;  very  soon  the  swelling  was  gone,  and  sh 
was  attending  to  her  household  affairs  with  ease,  and  remarked 
that  she  felt  perfectly  well. 


GALIX7M    APERINUM. 


Hard,  Nodulated  Tumor  of  the  Tongue ^   apparently  of  a  Cancerous  nature,  which 
disappeared  under  the  use  of  Galium  ap§rinum,  by  F.  A.  Bailey,  F.  R.  S.  C, 

Jane  C — ,  a  married  woman,  aet.  60,  residing  at  Ramsbury,  in  Wiltstiire,  was 
admitted  into  the  hospital  April  5th,  186  ^  on  account  of  a  hard,  6rm,  somewhat 
circumscribed  tumor  of  about  the  size  of  a  boy's  marble  flattened,  imbedded  in  ihe 
substance  of  the  tongue,  on  the  right  side,  about  an  inch  from  its  apex,  which  had 
been  gradually  increasing  in  size  since  she  first  observed  it,  five  weeks  before, 
when  it  was  about  as  large  as  a  hemp  seed. 

The  upper  surface  was  nodulated  and  uneven,  and  the  swelling  generally  had 
the  appearance  and  feel  of  a  scirrhous  formation  in  the  organ.  It  had  all  along 
been  extremely  painful,  so  much  so  as  entirely  to  prevent  her  sleeping  at  night;  it 
was  exquisitely  tender  to  the  touch  when  handled,  and  latterly  she  had  experi- 
enced a  throbbing,  beating  pain  in  it,  which  had  induced  her  to  think  it  was  about 
to  burst.  There  was  no  appearance  of  its  having  been  caused  by  injury  to  the 
tongue  through  a  decayed  tooth.  She  had  always  been  in  the  habit  of  living  tol- 
erably well,  but  had  been  suffering  a  good  deal  from  general  debility  and  lan;juor 
for  some  time  before  the  commencement  of  the  swelling.  Her  countenance  did 
not  indicate  any  peculiar  cachectic  condition  of  the  system,  and  there  was  no  his- 
tory of  any  hereditary  cancerous  taint  in  her  family,  '^fhe  tumor  had  increased 
rather  rapidly  lately,  and  she  was  quite  unable  to  masticate  solid  food  on  account 
of  the  pain  it  induced,  which  had  added  much  to  her  original  weakness. 

She  was  ordered  to  have    strong  cold  beef-tea    frequently    during    the  day  for 
diet,  with  a  pint  of  porter  daily,  and  to  tike  thn  following  medicine  : — R.  Extract 
Galii  Aperini  Solidi,  two  ounces;   Aquae  Ad   half  pound.     M.  ft.  extract  fluid.  Of 
this  extnect  a  diachm  and  a  half  was  gi-  en  twice  a  day  in  a  wineglassful  of  water. 
Siie  was  also  ordered  to  use  the  above  mixture  as  a  warm  lotion  to  the  mouth  sev- 
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eral  timei  during  the  daj,  keeping  it  in  the  mouth  fur  f  ome  time  during  eaeh  appli- 
cation. 

A  month  after  her  admission  she  had  completely  recovered  from  the  languor 
and  debility  under  which  she  had  previously  been  suffering  ;  her  face,  instead  of 
being  pallid  and  sallow,  had  recovered  a  healthy  and  somewhat  florid  appearance, 
which  was  natural  to  her ;  the  pain  in  the  tumor  had  been  gradually  diminishin&r, 
and  the  tumor  itself  had  become  so  much  reduced  in  size  as  to  be  scarcely  discerni- 
ble to  the  touch,  and  as  she  was  now  able  to  take  solid  food  without  discomfort 
and  with  an  appetite,  she  was  at  the  end  of  five  weeks,  discharged  from  the  hospi- 
tal.  A  fortnight  afterwards,  having  continued  the  remedies  prescribed,  she  pre« 
sented  herself  as  an  out-patient,  when  it  was  found  that  the  tumor  had  entirely 
disappeared,  and  the  tongue  had  recovered  its  natural  structure  and  appearance. 

There  are,  doubtless,  some  swellings  occasionally  occurring  in  the  tongue 
which  are  of  a  comparativeiy  innocent  nature,  and  which  usually  give  way  to  very 
simple  treatment.  Professor  Fergusson,  in  his  "  Epitome  of  Surgery,"  speaking 
on  this  subject,  remarKS, — "  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  remove  portions  of  the 
tongue  for  supposed  scirrhous  indurations  or  cancerous  ulcers.  Before,  however, 
resorting  to  mutilations  of  this  organ,  it  will  be  well  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  vari- 
ous local  remedies  and  of  constitutional  treatment  in  such  cases.  The  mucous 
membrane  here  sympatbiseo  in  a  remarkable  manner  with  functional  derangement 
of  digestive  organs,  and  often,  when  it  may  be  least  expected,  a  change  of  treat- 
ment will  avert  all  cause  of  alarm."  It  might  be  thought  that  such  was  the  case 
in  the  present  instance  ;  but  there  was  something  about  the  appearance  of  the 
swelling — its  density  and  painful  nature  from  the  beginning,  and  its  nodulated  sur- 
face— which  led  me  to  believe  tnat  it  must  either  have  been  a  true  scirrhous  forma- 
tion in  the  part,  or  an  epithelial  growth  of  unusual  hardness  (either  of  which 
might  have  become  equally  dangerous  by  destructive  ulceration),  especially  as  I 
was  afterwards  informed  by  the  patient  that  an  experienced  practitioner  in  the 
town  where  she  lived  had  considered  her  disease  to  be  of  a  malignant  character, 
and  had  recommended  her  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  Cancer  Hospital,  for  the 
purpose  of  its  more  effectual  treatment  by  operation  nr  otherwise. 

The  Galium  aperinum,  or  cleavers  has  lon^  been  emploved  as  a  popular  rem- 
edy in  cancerous  affections.  Some  years  ago  Dr.  Wynn  directed  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  the  remarkable  effects  he  had  observed  from  its  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  some  inveterate  cutaneous  affections  which  had  come  under  his  notice, 
and  related  several  cases  in  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette^  which  clearly  showed 
that  it  was  a  remedy  of  considerable  efficacy  in  such  diseases,  and  more  recently 
Dr.  Ogle  has  published  some  interesting  cases  of  epilepsy  in*which  its  employment 
had  been  followed  by  the  most  successful  results.  Like  many  other  recent  vege- 
table juices,  it  appears  to  have  the  power  of  correcting  that  peculiar  dyscrasy  ot 
the  blood  which  is  found  to  prevail  more  or  less  in  all  cases  of  cancerous  disease, 
whatever  form  it  may  assume,  acting,  I  suppose,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  same 
kind  of  remedy  seems  to  act  in  scurvy,  by  altering  and  improving  the  disintegrated 
and  broken-down  condition  of  the  blood  which  always  accompanies  that  disease, 
and  restoring  to  it  its  natural  healthy  state. 

I  have  for  many  years  past  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  this  remedy  in  the 
treatment  of  cancerous  affections  of  different  kinds  in  my  hospital  practice,  and 
have  not  failed  to  observe  that  in  some  cases  it  has  seemed  to  favor  the  production 
of  healthy  granulations  on  the  ulcerated  surface,  whilst  in  others  complete  cicatri- 
«ation  has  ensued,  and  having  performed  operations  for  the  extirpation  of  some 
tumors  under  these  favorable  circumstances,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  these 
instances  the  disease  has  not  returned,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  the  patient  hav- 
ing, of  course,  persevered  in  the  use  of  a  remedy  for  a  considerable  time  after  the 
operation ;  and  although  I  do  not  consider  that  the  remedy  is  capable  in  every  case 
of  effecting  the  resorption  or  removal  of  already  existing  cancerous  deposits,  I  still 
believe,  from  what  I  have  observed,  that  it  has  the  power  of  suspending,  or  at  least 
modifying,  in  some  measure,  the  cancerous  actioii  going  on  in  the  system,  and  thus 
placing  the  patient  in  a  more  favorable  position  for  the  performance  of  an  opera- 
tion for  the  removal  of  th«  local  disease,  either  by  the  knife  or  the  application  of 
caustic.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  quite  contrary  to  reason  to  expect  that  an  opera 
tion  can  be  certainly,  or  even  commonly  successful,  when  performed  while  the  ca 
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ceroufl  action  is  proceeding  unchecked  in  the  system  ;  and  as,  according  to  our 
present  knowledge  on  the  subject,  we  are  not  in  possession  of  any  certain  means 
of  arresting  its  constitutional  progress,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  disease  should 
so  frequently  return,  either  in  the  part  itself,  in  the  neighboring  glands,  or  in  some 
organ  at  a  distance  predisposed  by  bome  accidental  irritation  to  become  the  seat  of 
a  cancerous  deposit. 

That  Nature  occasionally  exercises  a  power  of  arresting  or  suspending  the 
cancerous  action  in  the  system  for  a  long  period,  and  even  altogether,  the  records 
of  surgery  fully  prove,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  thai  sooner  or  later  some 
remedy  may  be  discovered  which  may  be  capable  of  imitating  the  operations  of 
Nature  in  this  respect,  and  that  thus  a  class  of  cases  hitherto  deemed  to  be  almost 
beyond  the  resources  of  our  art,  may  ultimately  become  amenable  to  some  rational 
mode  of  constitutional  treatment. — -Medical  Times  and  Gazelle^  July  30, 1864. 


HYDBASTIS  CANADENSIS. 


Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  Jaundice,  caused  by  Functional  Disease  of 

the  Liver. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Albertson  reports  the  following : 

Oct,  7th,  1864. — Mr,  L ,  aged  40,  called  upon  me,  complaining 

of  severe  pains  in  stomach  and  bowels,  also  constipation  and  loss  of 
appetite.  I  prescribed  Nux  and  afterwards  Podophyllin  without 
benefit.  Yery  soon  jaundice  began  to  appear  and  developed  a  serious 
case ;  skin  and  eyes  were  of  a  dark  greenish  yellow ;  urine  very 
dark ;  faeces  quite  light  colored,  extreme  prostration  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem. I  at  first  thought  that  the  pains  were  caused  by  obstruction  of 
the  gall  duct,  but  finally  concluded  that  such  was  not  the  case,  as 
they  gradually  abated  when  the  disease  became  fully  developed. 
After  two  weeks  treatment,  during  which  time  the  patient  received 
Nux  vomica,  Podophyllin,  Mercurius,  Leptandrin,  Digitalis,  Phos- 
phorus and  China.  All  the  time  getting  worse,  I  became  somewhat 
alarmed,  and  in  looking  over  the  case  anew,  came  upon  "  Coe*s  re- 
marks on  the  action  of  the  liver,"  page  268,  1st  edition  *'  New  Rem- 
edies,"  which  determined  me  to  try  it  in  this  obstinate  case.  I 
accordingly  prescribed  it  in  mother  tincture,  five  drops  three  times  a 
day.  The  patient  began  to  improve  very  soon,  and  was  discharged 
cured  in  10  days. 

The  same  patient  had  a  slight  attack  since,  which  was  cured 
readily  by  the  same  remedy. 

Since  treating  the  above  case,  I  have  had  perhaps  20  similar 
cases,  which  I  have  cured  in  from  one  to  two  weeks,  with  Hydrastis, 
in  doses  ranging  from  the  first  dilution  to  five  drops  of  the  mother 
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tincture,  three  times  a  day.  Occasionally  when  some  complication 
imperatively  called  for  some  other  remedy,  I  have  alternated  a  few" 
drops  of  the  proper  one  with  Hydrastis,  the  principal,  and  in  many 
cases  the  sole  remedy,  and  it  has  not  disappointed  me.  I  have  not' 
used  it  in  cases  where  I  was  absolutely  certain  there  was  structural 
disease  of  the  liver,  but  am  quite  confident  it  must  be  of  use  in  at 
least  chronic  cases  of  structural  disease  producing  jaundice,  since  it 
is  so  efficacious  in  functional  derangements  producing  the  same 
disease.  I  should,  in  such  a  case,  unless  the  symptoms  very  plainly 
called  for  some  other  remedy,  resort  to  Hydrastis  with  confidence  of 
good  resulting  from  its  use. 

It  must  have  been  homoeopathic  to  the  symptoms  and  cases 
above,  or  it  would  not  have  cured  them  so  readily  and  completely,, 
and  future  heroic  and  careful  provings,  will  undoubtedly  confirm  the 
truth  of  its  homoepatkic  action  in  jaundice. 

Dr.  Logan,  of  Ottawa,  C.  W.,  reports  of  the  use  of  Hydrastis  can.^ 
in  cancer  of  the  right  mamma  : 

**  The  patient  was  over  60  years  of  age,  poor  and  badly  provided 
for,  had  been  suffering  for  many  months.  With  the  exception  of  a 
small  part  of  the  circumference,  the  gland  was  destroyed.  The  edges 
presented  a  ragged  appearance,  irregular  cones  seen  through  the  ul- 
cerative surface.  Being  averse  to  an  operation,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  I  should  try  the  Hydrastis,  not  with  the  object  of  restoring  the 
gland,  but  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  effect  of  the  drug  on  the  ulcer- 
ative process.  Grave  Hydrastis  1st,  three  times  a  day,  (ten  drops.) 
and  applied  the  dry  powder  (spread  over  a  slippery  elm  poultice)  to 
the  diseased  part.  At  first  it  produced  some  pain,  but  in  a  few  days 
the  burning  pain — formerly  a  constant  attendant — was  entirely 
gone.  Healthy  granulations  made  their  appearance,  and  the  healing 
process  was  going  on  favorably.  Unfortunately  the  patient  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  have  proper  care  and  nourishment,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, was  sent  to  he  hospital,  which  is  under  the  charge  of  the 
opposite  school,  so  I  am  unable  to  say  what  the  result  might  have 
been.  I  am  inclined  to  attach  some  value  to  this  remedy  in  open 
cancer.^* 


The  testimony  of  Dr.  Hastings,  relative  to  the  efficacy  of  Hydras- 
tis  in  cancers,  is  not  so  favorable,  He  says :  *  Having  for  some  con- 
siderable time  used  Hydrastis  in  cancer  cases,  I  think  I  may  with- 
out any  presumption  make  some  remarks  thereon.     I  have  now  for 

*  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  Tolume  18,  page  316. 
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upwards  of  18  months  prescribed  it  in  about  20  cases  of  cancers,  yiz  : 
Cancers  of  the  tongue,  breast,  lip,  hand,  etc.,  in  a  variety  of  forms, 
from  high  to  low  dilutions ;  applied  it  externally,  as  Dr.  Pattison  does, 
and  even  by  his  directions,  haying  twice  sent  patients  for  his  advice, 
and  I  regret  to  say  in  no  single  instance  has  H  effected  a  cure,  nor 
even  appeared  to  check  the  disease.  *  *  In  one  or  two  cases  it 
did  seem  at  first  to  have  some  power  of  arresting  the  disease,  but  this 
was  of  short  duration.  *  *  It  is  no  doubt  a  powerful  medicine, 
but  whether  it  will  cure  cancer  in  any  of  its  stages,  is  very  question- 
able, at  least  according  to  my  experience  of  it. 

This  was  written  in  1860,  and  if  Dr.  Hastings  had  found  it  useful, 
he  would  most  probably  have  informed  the  profession. 


Dr.  T.  B.  Brown,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  reports  the    following 
cases  of  constipation  and  piles,  treated  with  Hydrastis : 

*' Mrs.  B ,  aged  32;    blue  eyes,  light  hair,  fair  complexion; 

mother  of  two  children,  the  youngest  six  years  old ;  for  three  years 
years  has  had  painful  piles,  with  attacks  of  headache  and  constipation ; 
severe  smarting,  burning  pains  in  the  rectum  during  and  for  some 
hours  after  each  stool ;  colic  pains,  with,  fainting  turns,  and  heat 
in  the  bowels,  often  followed  her  passages  when  she  had  been  some 
days  constipated.  Two  physicians  of  the  old  school  and  one  of  the 
new,  had  tried  t«  cure  her.  Having  removed  similar  symptoms  in  a 
patient  six  months  before  (case  No.  1  Mrs,  H.,)  I  decided  to  give 
Hydrastis  canadensis  to  this  patient,  in  the  same  dose  and  strength 
as  I  did  to  Mrs.  H.  In  10  days  after  taking  the  Hydrastis,  she  had 
a  passage  without  pain,  and  in  three  weeks  was  cured.  Has  had  no 
return  of  her  disease.  It  is  one  year  since  she  took  the  remedy. 
For  fifteen  years  has  drank  tea  and  coffee.*' 


Dr.  H.  B.  Clark,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  reports  the  following 
clinical  notes  on  Hydrastis  Canadensis  in  constipation  : 

Case  1. — In  August  1866, 1  was  called  in  consultation  in  the  case  of 
a  lady  of  40,  who  had  malignant  disease  of  the  ascending  colon  which 
had  caused  obstinate  constipation  for  a  long  time,  and  finally  termina- 
ted in  complete  obstruction  of  the  bowel. 

At  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  there  had  been  no  spontaneous  action 
of  the  bowels  for  about  two  months.  Evacuations  of  small  masses  of 
hardened  faecal  matter  had  been  obtained  by  injections,  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  She  had  taken  the  usual  homoeopathic  remedies  for 
constipation,  and  had  taken  castor  oil,  which  was  vomited. 
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One  drop  of  Hydrastis  canadensis  iVt  was  followed  by  a  sponta- 
neous action  of  the  bowels  after  12  hours.  Subsequent  doses  did  not 
succeed  in  procuring  an  evacuation,  but  they  Eeemed  to  render  the 
aption  of  the  injections  more  efficient. 

The  patient  died  about  four  weeks  later,  without  having  had 
another  spontaneous  action  of  the  bowels,  although  a  few  days  before 
her  death  she  was  subjected  to  terrible  torture  by  some  Allopathic 
practitioners,  who — doubting  the  existence  of  the  tumor  which  I  had 
described,  and  which  a  post  mortem  examination  revealed — tried  to 
force  a  passage  with  cathartic  medicines. 

Case  2. — A  lady  about  20,  dark  hair  and  eyes,  delicate  figure,  but 
energetic  and  strong,  applied  to  me  in  May,  1865,  on  account  of  con- 
stipation and  piles. 

She  was  at  the  second  month  of  her  third  pregnancy.  Under 
old  school  treatment  she  had  suffered  very  much  from  the  same 
trouble  during  her  previous  pregnancies.  She  was  now  only  able  to 
secure  a  movement  of  the  bowels  by  an  injection.  There  were  severe 
pains  when  at  stool ;  no  bleeding. 

Gave  Nux  vomica  for  four  weeks,  first  in  the  third,  and  then  in 
the  first,  without  success. 

Hydrastis  canadensis  tV,  in  two-drop  doses  at  night,  relieved 
her  promptly,  and  after  an  occasional  use  of  the  medicine  for  two  or 
three  months,  the  bowels  acquired  a  regular  and  natural  habit  that 
lasted  until  her  confinement. 


Dr.  Gilchrist,  of  Philadelphia,  reports  two  cases  of  ulcers  of  the 
legs,  cured  by  Hydrastis  : 

"  October  23d,  1865. — Commenced  treating  J.  B.  Mill,  operative, 
aged  35,  habits  moderately  temperate ;  has  three  large  ulcers  on  the 
leg,  each  one  of  which  seems  to  belong  to  a  separate  class.  They  are 
situated  around  the  ankle,  and  have  existed  for  upwards  of  two 
months.  The  one  in  front  is  circular,  high  elevated  edges  slightly 
rounded,  irregular  base,  inflamed  skin  around  it,  bleeds  readily,  and 
discharges  a  thin  corrosive  ichor.  The  one  on  the  outside  is  circular, 
clean,  sharp-cut  edges,  deep,  smooth  shining  base,  but  with  an  ichor- 
ous discharge.  The  inside  one  is  the  largest,  it  is  ragged  and  irregu- 
lar, very  deep,  rough  base,  high  rounded  and  swollen  edges  at  the 
upper  edge,  sharp  and  well  defined  at  the  lower ;  has  a  discharge  of 
greyish,  putrid,  rather  thick  pus,  and  has  one  or  two  patches  of  large, 
flabby,  pale  granulations.  These  sores  are  all  on  the  right  leg,  around 
the  ankle,  and  increase  in  size  from  one  (1)  to  two  and  a  half  (2^ 
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inches  in  diameter,  the  one  in  front  being  the  smallest,  and  the  inside 
one  the  largest.  The  skin  between  the  sores,  and  for  some  distance 
both  above  and  below,  is  much  inflamed ;  pain  on  motion  of  the  ankle,, 
from  heat,  and  from  the  warmth  of  the  bed ;  on  stepping  on  the 
ground  with  that  foot,  there  is  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  sores,  and 
on  sitting  down  to  rest  after  motion,  there  is  a  shooting  or  lancinating 
pain  in  the  ulcers. 

Tried  a  great  number  of  remedies  at  various  times,  bat  with  no 
very  gratifying  results.  At  last  determined  to  try  Hydrastis  cana- 
densis, as  it  had  cured  an  inflamed  ulcer  in  the  same  street  a  day  or 
two  before.  Ordered  a  handful  of  the  root  to  be  put  into  about  three 
tea-ctps  full  of  water,  and  after  it  had  assumed  the  proper  color,  (one 
or  two  days,)  to  dip  pieces  of  soft  linen  into  it,  and  apply  them  to  the 
sores.  This  was  done,  and  from  the  very  first  application,  improve- 
ment was  apparent.     This  was  on  December  1 6th,  1865. 

To-day  the  sores  are  entirely  closed,  with  a  thin  horny  scale  over 
the  old  site,  which  is  peeling  off";  but  the  Hydrastis  has  caused  the 
appearance  of  an  eruption,  which  I  can  hardly  describe.  It  is  an 
eruption  of  pimples,  cone-shaped,  which  on  the  top  look  bloody,  or  as 
if  the  skin  had  been  rubbed  off";  they  appear  on  a  deeply  inflamed 
integument,  are  smarting  and  itching  ;  cold  water  or  cold  applica* 
tions  allay  this. 

I  have  seen  an  almost  identical  eruption  on  the  persons  of  those 
who  work  on  the  salt  pans  in  the  West  Indies.  On  suspending  the 
use  of  the  Hydrastis,  this  will  disappear,  only  to  be  reproduced  on 
its   use. 

January  4th,  1866. — Have  not  used  the  remedy  since  December 
30th,  and  to-day  I  find  the  ulcers  entirely  closed,  skin  natural,  and 
no  signs  of  the  eruption." 

Dr  T.  B.  Brown  reports  a  case  illustrative  of  its  beneficial 
effects  : 

"Mrs.  H ,  age  26 ;  light  hair,  pale  complexion,  and  of  feeble 

constitution  ;  has  from  childhood  drank  tea ;  for  ten  or  twelve  years 
has  had  attacks  of  headache  with  constipation.  Three  weeks  after 
the  birth  of  her  first  and  only  child,  she  was  attacked  while  at  stool, 
with  pains  and  soreness  of  the  rectum  and  anus  ;  burning  smarting 
pains  very  severe,  continuing,  often  six  or  eight  hours  after  each 
stool,  with  a  hot  sensation  in  the  bowels,  also  colic  and  faintness. 
She  has  only  one  or  two  stools  a  week,  very  hard  and  of  a  natural 
color.     She  has  no  falling  of  the  rectum  or  but  little  pain  in  that 
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regioD,  except  at  the  time  her  bowels  move,  and  for  several  hours 
following. 

Her  symptoms  remained  unchanged  for  two  months  under  the 
use  of  Ignatia,  Nux  vomica,  Pulsatilla,  Sulphur,  Nitric  acid,  warnk 
water  injections,  and  warm  hip  baths. 

On  turning  my  attention  to  the  new  remedies  for  assistance  in* 
this  case,  I  selected  Hydrastis  canadensis  as  being  the  most  appro- 
priate, I  gave  the  tincture,  having  no  other  form  of  the  remedy  at 
hand.  Three  drops  in  half  a  glass  of  cold  soft  water,  one  table-spoon- 
ful taken  every  six  hours. 

In  two  weeks  the  pains  in  the  rectum  was  wholly  removed,  and< 
her  bowels  regulated.  Her  colic,  faintness  and  heat  in  the  abdomen* 
also  soon  disappeared,  leaving  her  well.  It  is  now  one  year  and  six: 
months  since  she  took  the  Hydrastis,  and  as  yet  no  return  of  her 
former  symptoms." 

Dr.  T.  B.  Brown  reports  the  following  case : 

"Mr.  J.  B.,  aged  28;  blue  eyes,  light  hair  and  fair  complexion; 
An  unmarried  man,  who  for  ten  years  has  been  much  given  to  wine 
and  women.  Has  had  three  attacks  of  epileptic  spasms,  during  the 
past  four  years.  Uses  freely  of  tobacco,  tea,  coffee,  beer,  and  many 
times  liquor.  Has  had  gonorrhoea  three  times ;  was  two  or  three 
months  in  getting  cured  of  each  attack.  Did  not  try  homoepathio 
treatment  in  either  instance,  but  used  injections  and  took  various 
drugs.  He  called  on  me  to  treat  him  for  his  fourth  gonorrhoea  about 
six  months  since.  He  had  been  eight  days  with  the  disease  before  I 
saw  him.  His  symptoms  were  about  like  all  such  cases,except  a  feel- 
ing of  debility  and  faintness  coming  on  after  each  passage  from  his 
bowels.  He  said  he  called  on  me  "  to  he  cured  without  injection  or 
nasty  tasting  medicines,^  I  resolved  to  try  Hydrastis  canadensis, 
for  the  reason  that  he  complained  of  faintness  after  his  stools.  I 
gave  him  a  half  ounce  vial  of  the  tincture  ;  dose,  five  drops  on  a  lump 
of  crust  sugar  every  six  hours,  I  requested  him  to  wash  his  penis  in 
warm  water  morning  and  evening.  In  fifteen  days  he  was  cured  of 
his  gonorrhoea  and  faintness. 

Dr.  A,  E.  Horton,  of  East  Poultney,  Rutland  Co.,  Vt.,  writes: 
"  I  was  attacked  about  the  middle  of  January,  with  acute  catarrhal 
opthalmia,  the  result  of  daily  exposure  to  the  harsh  dry  winds  that 
have  occurred  most  of  the  time  for  the  last  two  months  in  this  region. 
The  attack  was  mild  at  the  commencement,  but  steadily  increased 
day  after   day,  until  at  the  end  of  two  weeks  I  was  nearly  incapaci^^ 
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iated  for  business ;  however  I  managed  by  bathing  the  eyes  steadily 
with  cold  water,  through  the  evening  and  fore  part  of  each  night,  to 
subdue  the  inflamation  so  that  I  could  make  my  daily  round  of  visits 
during  the  succeeding  four  or  five  days ;  but  each  ingress  the  infla- 
mation was  worse  than  the  preceeding,  and  at  this  time  it  had  ex- 
tended nearly  to  the  border  of  the  iris  ;  the  eyelids  were  so  swollen 
and  the  catarrhal  secretion  so  abundant  that  I  was  nearly  blinded.  I 
I  made  up  my  mind  I  must  suspend  business  or  I  should  lose  my 
eyesight.  I  concluded  at  this  time  to  make  a  thorough  trial  of  the 
Hydrastis,  remembering  the  many  cases  of  chronic  opthalmia  that  I 
had  cured  with  it.  Accordingly  I  made  a  solution  of  one  grain  of  the 
first  decimal  trituration  of  the  muriate  of  Hydrastin  in  two  drams  of 
water,  and  applied  a  few  drops  directly  to  the  eyes  every  hour  or  two. 
I  also  prepared  a  cerate  of  the  same  and  applied  to  the  excoriated 
lids.  The  effect  was  very  soothing,  even  more  so  than  opium  could 
have  been.  At  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours  my  eyes  were  so  much 
better  that  I  commenced  business  again,  and  have  had  no  occasion  to 
stop  since.  I  have  applied  the  remedy  once  or  twice  daily  since,  and 
at  the  time  I  am  writing,  three  weeks  later,  the  inflammation  has  all 
disappeared,  and  my  eyes  are  as  well  and  strong  as  ever." 


Hydrastis   canadensis  in  a  case  of  Jbljrysipelas ,  by  E.  B.  Warren, 
M.  D.,ofMiddlefield,  N.Y.: 

"  I  was  called  on  the  6th  ©f  June,  to  see  G H ,  a  man  50 

pears  of  age  ;  bilious  temperament  strongly  predominating.  He  had 
been  treated  allopathically  throe  years  and  a  half  without  any  good 
results,  and  was  finally  discharged  as  an  incurable  case.  On  examin- 
ation I  found  him  suffering  extremely  with  acute  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation of  the  left  leg.  There  was  considerable  fever,  with  hot,  dry 
skin,  extensive  oedema  of  the  foot  and  ankle,  together  with  large  yel- 
lowish looking  vessels  filled  with  a  limpid  fluid,  and  symptoms  indica- 
ting a  tendency  to  the  brain.  I  accordingly  gave  him  Aconite  and 
Rhus  toxicodendron  in  alternation,  every  two  hours ;  cold  water  dress- 
ings to  the  parts,  and  directed  a  careful  diet.  He  was  kept  under 
these  remedies  for  a  week,  as  none  better  seemed  to  be  indicated. 
Most  of  the  symptoms  were  slightly  modified,  and  yet  there  was  not 
that  improvemement  that  I  had  anticipated.  The  skin  now  began  to 
assume  a  dark  purplish  hue,  with  heat  and  tingling  aggravated  be 
movement.  I  gave  Aconite  and  Belladonna  in  alternation  every  two 
hours,  and  water  dressings  as  before,  and  notwithstanding  the  careful 
administration  of  these  benign  remedies,  another  week,  but  little  good 
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had  been  accomplished.  As  no  other  remedies  were  bomoeopathicallj 
indicated,  I  continued  the  Aconite  and  Belladonna  alternated  every 
two  hours,  and  applied  externally  as  an  infusion,  Hydrastis  canaden- 
sis, in  proportion  of  twenty  grains  of  the  Pulvis  hydrastis,  to  thirty- 
two  fluid  ounces  of  Aqua.  The  happiest  results  followed  its  applica- 
tion. His  convalescence  was  rapid  and  unimpeded,  and  on  the  17th 
day  of  July  I  discharged  him  comparatively  a  well  man. 

I  am  now  using  the  Hydrastis  in  less  formidable  cases  both  inter- 
nally and  externally  with  results  truly  remarkable. 


Dr.  C.  C.  Smith,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  reports  the  following  case 
wherein  this  medicine  was  used  in  Diphtheria  : 

'*  The  disease  came  on  in  the  usual  way.  Under  the  use  of  Nit- 
ricum  acidum,  Belladonna,  and  Capsicum  the  throat  was  cured  in  a 
very  short  time,  the  false  membrane  clearing  off  nicely.  But  about 
the  period  when  I  was  looking  for  the  time  to  arrive  when  the  patient 
(a  girl  of  14)  should  be  well  on  the  road  to  health,  I  was  not  a  littlo 
surprised  to  discover  the  diphtheritic  membrane  forming  in  the  left 
nostril,  and  in  the  vagina,  the  former  being  completely  plugged  up. 
I  was  at  a  loss  to  know  the  proper  remedy,  (similia,)  in  this  new 
phase  of  the  disease.  I  could  not  expect  much  from  a  continuance 
of  the  medicines  already  used,  for  although  they  removed  the  throat 
symptoms,  they  had  not  reached  the  essence  of  the  disease,  which  it 
was  plain  to  see  was  still  lurking  in  the  system. 

Having  read  somewhere,  and  at  that  moment  calling  it  to  mind, 
that  Hydrastis  possessed  the  power  of  producing  a  false  membrane 
upon  all  mucous  surfaces,  I  at  once  administered  this  drug  both  ex- 
ternally and  internally,  in  the  first  decimal  dilution,  the  outward  ap- 
plication being  brought  in  contact  with  the  parts  by  means  of  a  camel- 
hair  brush,  while  teaspoonful  doses  of  a  solution  of  six  drops  of  the 
above  potency  in  a  half  tumbler  of  water  was  given  every  hour.  Very 
soon  the  false  membrane  began  to  shrink  up  and  soon  came  away — the 
cure  was  rapid  and  complete.** 

Dr.  Eadon,  of  Banbury,  England,  reports  the  following  cases  of 
scrofulous  ulcers  of  the  leg : 

*' John  K.,  Friends*  school,  Oxford,  England,  a  young  gentleman 
aged  J  8,  had  suffered  long  from  scrofulous  ulcers  on  the  ankle  and 
foot.  When  first  seen,  the  cachectic  diathesis  was  strongly  visible, 
and  consumption  appeared  imminent.  He  bad  three  ulcers,  all  dis- 
charging pus  and  sanious  matter,  one  in  the  hollow  of  the  sole  of  the 
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foot,  the  other  two  over  the  tarsal  and  metatarsal  bones.  The  patient 
was  ordered  Hydrastis  three  times  a  day ;  and  the  ulcers,  being 
well  cleansed,  were  dressed  with  cloths  dipped  in  Hydrastis  lotion 
and  changed  as  often  as  needful.  This  was  the  sole  treatment,  except 
an  occasional  Sulphur  powder  as  an  inter^current  remedy.  At  once, 
improvement  set  in;  the  appetite  returned,  a  ruddy  hue  again  man- 
tled the  cheeks,  the  melancholy  look  took  to  itself  wings  and  flew 
•away  ;  hope  resumed  her  station  at  the  helm  of  his  ship  of  life,  and 
in  due  time,  directed  it  safely  to  the  harbor  of  health.  The  ulcers 
.gradually  healed  up,  the  stick  was  thrown  aside,  and  in  three  or  four 
^months  the  patient  was  well.  The  other  day,  Dec.  16th,  1864, 1  met 
with  him  at  the  railway  station  on  his  way  to  Oxford,  without  a  stick, 
-and  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health. 

Case  2d. — A  lady  aged  about  70,  had  that  kind  of  sore  leg  pecu- 
liar to  the  sex,  in  middle  and  in  advanced  life.  The  appearance  was 
^a  bright  effloresence  from  the  patella  to  the  bend  of  the  foot ;  scaly 
skin  slightly  broken  here  and  there,  with  a  little  serous  moisture, 
having  in  some  places  a  jagged  and  cracked  appearance.  Hydrastis 
lotion  was  applied  by  means  of  bandages  and  oil  skin,  and  the  same 
taken  as  medicine.  Being  the  first  trial  of  homoeopathy  this  case  had 
its  anxieties.  The  improvement  was  not  so  marked  at  first,  but  still 
encouraging.  The  treatment  was  continued,  reducing  the  inflamma- 
tion and  alleviating  the  intolerable  itching.  Still  the  dryness  and 
fissure  like  appearance  continued  in  certain  parts.  A  glycerole  of 
Hydrastis  was  now  ordered.  A  softness  of  the  skin  at  once  super- 
vened, the  roseate  hue  faded  away,  the  cracks  vanished,  the  skin  as- 
sumed its  natural  color  and  the  legs  became  well." 


^  For  the  American  H«moeopathic  Observer. 

PBOLAPSUS    UTEBI    OF  NIKE   YEAB'S   STANDING,  CUBED. 

BY  C.  H.  LEE,  M,  D. 


April  7th,  1866. — Mrs,  E. married,  aged  38,  has  four  children. 

Has  had  prolapsed  uterus  since  the  birth  of  the  first  child,  nine  years 
ago.  The  uterus  and  vagina  is  prolapsed,  and  is  the  size  of  a  small 
cocoa  nut.  She  cannot  keep  it  in  its  place  except  at  night  when  she 
goes  to  bed.  She  replaces  it  just  before  going  to  bed  ;  after  rising  in 
the  morning,  the  uterus  prolapses  about  8  o'clock,  and  remains  so 
until  night,  replacing  it  as  before.     The  uterus  is  very  much  inflamed 
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«nd  «w«lleD,  is  very  painfal  to  the  touch,  she  can  hardly  do  her  work, 
axid  walks  with  her  legs  spread  oat. 

The  symptoms  were  as  follows  :  Sense  of  weight  in  the  anus  like 
a  hall;  the  mterus  feels  heavy  as  if  it  would  fall  away  from  her; 
«harp,  shooting  pains  running  up  in  the  vagina  into  the  uterus  ;  she 
feels  as  if  the  uterus  was  going  to  slip  out,  and  has  to  cross  her  legs  ; 
has  constipation,  with  severe  pain  in  the  hack,  as  if  bruised — worse 
on  pressure  and  contact.  Gave  Sepia,  10th,  eight  powders,  a  powder 
to  be  taken  at  night  on  going  to  bed. 

April  15th. — Is  better  after  taking  the  third  powder,  no  prolap- 
«tts ;  feels  better  every  way,  except  the  constipation  and  the  bruised 
pain  in  the  back,  which  is  worse  on  pressure  or  by  contact.  Gave 
Nux  vomica,  5th,  eight  powders,  a  powder  to  be  taken  at  night  on  go- 
ing to  bed. 

April  26th. — She  states  that  she  is  perfectly  well,  no  back-ache, 
«tools  normal,  says  she  feels  better  than  she  has  felt  before  for  fifteen 
years  back,  having  been  in  delicate  health  before  marriage. 


For  the  American  HomcBopathic  Observer. 

CIMIdFUGA    BACEMOSA  IN    DELIRIUM    TREMENS. 


BT  GEO.  B.  PALMER,  M.  D. 


In  the  absence  of  any  formal  essay,  I  shall  only  present  for  your 
<5onsideration,  some  very  brief  thoughts,  the  result  of  experience  in 
regard  to  the  use  of  Cimicifvga  racemosa,  in  delirium  tremens  potato- 
rum. It  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into  any  pathological  or  diagnostic 
•description  of  this  disease  ;  it  is  unfortunately  too  well  known.  Its 
treatment  has  sometimes  been  perplexing  to  homoeopaths;  I  have 
found  it  so,  and  in  conversation  with  other  physicians,  have  learned 
that  they  have  met  the  same  difficulties.  The  allopathist  administers 
massive  doses  of  opium  or  its  alkaloids  and  thus  induces  stupor,  which 
passes  for  cure.  The  remedies  laid  down  in  the  books  are  Opium, 
2^ux  vomica,  Hyoscyamus  niger,  etc ;  but  after  having  used  them 
•one  and  all,  in  various  dilutions,  I  must  say  that  I  have  not  always 
found  it  easy  to  quiet  the  raving  and  excitement,  and  relieve  my 
patient.  One  reason  of  difficulty  probably  is,  that  such  cases  rarely 
•<;ome  into  our  hands,  until  the  disease  is  fairly  developed,  conse- 
quently more  difficult  to  cure.  In  the  premonitory  stage,  I  have 
found  that  Nuz  vomica  aad  O^um  geiierally  relieve  ;  but  even  here 
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the  Cimicifuga  is  a  more  valuable  remedy,  while  in  the  later  stages 
of  actnal  delirium,  it  always  acts  promptly  and  favorably. 

This  remedy  was  proved  by  myself  and  other  members  of  the 
the  class  of  1855-56,  at  the  Western  Homoeopathic  College,  and  that 
proving,  though  only  partial,  elicited  enough  to  point  to  it  as  a  valua- 
ble remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  distressiog  malady,  as  well  as  to 
show  it  valuable  for  other  diseases,  also.  The  record  of  this  prov- 
ing, revised  and  arranged  by  Prof.  Douglas,  is  incorporated  into  the 
second  edition  of  **  Dr.  Hale*s  Now  Remedies."  Some  of  the  more 
prominent  indications  pointing  to  this  disease  are  as  follows  :  **  Heavy 
pain  in  the  head  with  fullness  and  throbbing ;  pain  extending  through 
the  head,  from  the  eyes  back,  with  a  feeling  as  if  the  nerves  were 
excited  to  the  utmost;  sensation  as  if  the  temples  were  compressed; 
head  feels  as  if  he  had  been  on  a  "  spree  ; "  (this  symptom  by  three 
provers,)  brain  feels  too  large  for  the  cranium;  very  restless,  but 
little  sleep ;  feels  unrefreshed  ;  frightful  dreams ;  a  sense  of  fear, 
and  a  dread  that  somethiug  terrible  is  about  to  happen  ;  nausea ; 
retching ;  dilated  pupils ;  eyes  congested  and  swollen  ;  tremor  of  the 
limbs  ;  (a  constant  symptom)  incessant  talking,  constantly  changing 
from  one  subject  to  another  without  any  order  ;  perfectly  sensible 
when  his  attention  is  aroused,  although  immediately  relapsing  into 
vagaries  ;  great  wakefulness.  He  imagines  strange  objects  in  his 
room,  or  on  his  bed,  such  as  rats,  mice  and  insects,  or  that  strange 
persons  are  present.  There  is  constant  thirst,  dryness  of  the  fauces, 
etc.  These  indications  present  a  very  fair  picture  of  the  prominent 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  and  I  am  confident  that  a  more 
complete  proving  would  develope  a  much  more  marked  type  of 
the  malady.  But  clinical  experience  has  already  demonstrated  its 
value  as  a  remedy,  and  marks  it  as  one  of  the  most  efficacious  to  sub- 
due the  irritation  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system  during  the  course 
of  this  disease.  I  have  used  it  in  several  cases,  and  in  every  instance 
with  good  effect.  I  have  sometimes  alternated  it  with  Nux  vomica 
or  Opium,  but  for  the  last  four  years  have  invariably  used  it  alone. 
Many  times  no  other  remedy  is  required.  I  have  most  frequently 
used  the  preparation  known  as  Macrotin  (Cimicifugin,)  tV,  thi  ee  grains 
dissolved  in  half  a  teacup  of  water,  and  a  teaspoonful  given    from 

every  half  hour  to  two  hours,  until  the  desired  result  is  obtained. 
There  is  one  query  in  connection  with  the  disease  :  Does  not  the  almost 
universal  adulteration  of  liquors  produce  a  marked  effect  in  changing 
the  manifestation  of  this  disease  ?  Certain  it  is  to  nie  that  the  treat- 
ment of  older  books  will  hot  prove  effectual  in  the  disease  as  it  now 
presents  itself. 
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For  the  American  llomoiopathic  Observer,. 

IBIS    VEBSICOIiOB. 

BY  O.    AtEX.  GARNSEY,  M.  D. 


I  am  quite  happy  to  seocmd  Dr.  Bart,  in  regard  to  the  remedial 
potrers  of  this  agent.  It  has  given  me  more  satisfaction  in  those  ob- 
stinate skin  diseases,  especially  in  children  of  strumous  habits,  than 
any  other  remedy.  Since  my  attention  was  first  called  to  the  Blue 
flag,  in  '*  New  Remedies/'  I  have  been  in  the  constant  employment 
of  it.  I  never  see  a  case  of  psora,  herpes,  or  any  of  the  nosological 
varieties  of  skin  diseases,  but  I  immediately  think  of  Iris. 

I  find  in  this  region,  four  varieties  of  flag  :  The  Iris  Germania 
or  Flower-de-luce,  the  Cat-tail  flag,  and  the  Blue  flag  or  Iris  versi- 
color. When  springing  up  at  the  time,  it  is  best  dug.  Early  in  the 
Spring,  the  Blue  flag  is  apt  to  bo  confounded  with  other  varieties, 
but  more  especially  with  the  Cat-tail  flag.  Hale  informs  me  that  the 
Cat-tail  variety  has  no  medicinal  properties.  It  is  quite  desirable^ 
that  no  mistake  be  made,  (rather  entirely  essential,)  in  the  selection 
of  the  Simon-pure  article.  Whoever  has  once  chewed  a  small  bit  of 
the  genuine  Blue  flag,  will  not  be  very  apt  to  be  mistaken  in  its  ap- 
pearance, as  his  fauces  will  abundantly  testify. 

My  plan  in  making  the  cerate,  is  to  stew  the  green  root  in  fresh 
butter,  thoroughly  worked,  free  from  buttermilk,  and  without  salt,  I 
object  to  lard,  as  it  is  irritating  to  sore  skins.  The  cerate  should 
be  made  fresh  at  least  every  Spring.  I  prepare  two  strengths.  One 
strongly  impregnated,  for  old,  tough  cases,  in  gross  habits ;  another 
milder,  for  delicate  children  and  infants.  I  always  use  the  dilutions 
internally,  in  accordance  with  our  time  honored  modus  operandi,  and 
prefer  to  do  so  some  few  days  before  applying  the  cerate.  I  will  not 
burden  you  with  clinical  cases,  suffice  it  to  say  that  Iris  versicolor  is 
a  remedy  which  will  take  its  position  among  our  polychrests. 

The  Blue  flag,  however,  has  not  fulfilled  its  mission  when  applied 
to  cutaneous  diseases.  If  I  were  called  upon  to  day,  to  select  from 
my  case,  that  remedy  which  uniformly  gave  most  satisfaction  in  chol- 
era morbus,  and  bilious  vomitings,  I  should  select  Iris.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  go  **  mad  **  over  any  one  remedy.  Anything  in  the  way 
of  a  "  Universal  Panacea,''  can  have  no  advocate  with  an  intelligent 
homoeopath.  The  very  foundation  of  our  principles,  elucidated  in  the 
grand  law  of  SimUia,  forbids.  Within  a  few  days,  I  have  been 
called  to  three  oases  of  cholera  morbus.  AH  of  these  from  dietetic 
indiscretion.  One  case  of  great  prostration ;  blue  countenance ; 
81 
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small,  feeble  pulie ;  sarfiEtoe  eold  and  clammy,  and  drenched  in  sweat; 
had  been  Tomiting  for  several  hours.  In  a  notable  case  of  aeue, 
when  the  yomiting  was  the  prominent  symptom  ;  these  vomitings  nad 
continued  for  18  consecutive  days ;  type,  quotidian,  and  the  fluid 
ejected  was  of  a  bright  yellow  color,  filling  at  each  return  of  the 
chill,  a  large  chamber,  holding  at  least  three  quarts.  In  a 
notable  case  of  gastralgia,  where  the  vomitings  were  greenish, 
yellow  and  mucus.  Iris  proved  my  sheet  anchor  in  all  these  cases. 
I  use  the  10th  decimal,  and  when  indicated,  alternate  it  with  Ar- 
senicum, or  some  other  remedy.  Items  of  true,  reliable  clinical  ex* 
perience,  will  help  us  along  in  a  right  estimate  of  the  remedial 
powers  and  the  true  sphere  of  our  new  drugs.     Let  us  have  them  ? 


For  the  American  Homoeopathie  Obserrer. 
PEBHANGANATS    OF    POTASH. 


BY  THOMAS   NICHOL,   M.    D. 


Editor  of  the  American  Homceopathic  Observer — Sir :  In 
^common  with  the  whole  of  your  very  wide  circle  of  readers,  I 
was  much  pleased  with  Dr.  Allen's  article  on  Permanganate  of 
Potash  in  the  August  number.  Dr.  Allen  says  that  I  had 
"^^  made  extensive  use  of  it  in  diphtheria,  for  some  time,  with 
very  flattering  success,"  and  proceeds  to  detail  his  own  expe- 
rience with  it.  He  says :  ^'  Not  satisfied  with  its  empirical 
use  alone,  and  being  unable  to  find  that  a  proving  had  ever 
been  made,  I  resolved  to  make  the  attempt."  Now,  so  far  as  I 
am  conceraaed,  my  use  of  the  remedy  was  not  empirical,  tor  in 
March  1865,  I  made  a  partial  proving  of  the  remedy,  and  the 
indications  I  gave  in  the  May  number  of  the  Observer  were 
taken  from  that  proving,  which  is  strikingly  similar  to  that  of 
Dr.  Allen.  I  was  too  much  hurried  at  the  time,  to  send  for 
the  proving  which  required  arranging,  and  I  did  not  suppose 
that  any  one  would  imagine  that  a  rigid  homoeopath  like  my- 
self would  use  a  remedy  without  a  previous  proving. 

For  the  American  Homceopathio  Obserrer. 
CAOTUS    GBANDLFLOBUS. 


BY  T.    C.   HUNTER,  M.  D. 


I  have  had  so:3ie  experience  with  Cactus  grandiflorus,  con- 
firmatory of  the  provings.  I  gave  it  to  a  lady  who  is  troubled 
with  frequent  attacks  of  asthma^  in  which  she  complained  of 
•tricture  around  the  chest,  as  with  a  band  of  iron.  It  relieved 
her  in  an  hour. 

I  consider  it  the  best  remedy  I  have  for  sleeplessness. 


gutptvi. 


For  the  American  Hom<Bopathio  Obeerrer. 
CASE   OF    GUNSHOT    WOUND. 


HT  V.  B.  LUKENS^  H.  D.  BOCK,  ISLAND,  ILL. 

I  give  a  brief  history  of  a  case  that  occurred  in  my  practi 
the  last  winter,  thinking  that  somej  at  least,  of  the  profession 
will  be  intei>ested  on  account  of  its  unfre     ent  occurrence  in 
common  practice. 

In  July,  1864,  Mr.  L j  a  sergeant  in  the  12th  Wis- 
consin V.  L,  was  wounded  by  a  sharpshooter  during  the  siege 
of  Atlanta.  It  was  during  the  first  day  of  the  siege  that  he 
was  sent  with  a  squad  of  men  to  relieve  another  squad  who 
were  working  upon  the  entrenchments,  but  when  they  arrived, 
they  found  that  relief  had  been  sent  before  them.  They  then 
carelessly  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  to  wait  until  they 
were  needed.  While  there  he  was  shot  from  the  top  of  a  small 
tree  where  the  sharpshooter  was  concealed,  the  ball  taking 
effect  in  the  upper  portion  of  tlie  right  scapula,  passing  through 
the  right  lung  in  its  course,  and  lodging,  it  is  supposed,  a  little 
to  the  right  of  the  middle  third  of  the  sternum.  He  was  con- 
flidered  by  the  surgeons  mortally  wounded.  They  gave  him  a 
heavy  dose  of  morphine  to  quiet  him,  supposing  that  he  could 
not  survive  till  the  next  morning.  He  however,  did  survive, 
the  morphine  gave  him  sleep  ;  consequently  he  felt  refreshed. 
He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  cared  for  till  he  was  able  to 
go  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  which  was  in  eight  weeks. 

During  convalescence,  the  pus  made  its  escape  by  way  of 
the  bronchisB,  to  a  considerable  extent,  although  the  wound  in 
the  shoulder  did  not  heal  over  for  many  months.  When  he 
coughed  the  air  often  gushed  out  at  the  place  where  the  ball 
entered.  Simultaneous  with  his  recovery  there  was  what  was 
supposed  to  be,  by  some  surgeons,  a  glandular  enlargement  in 
the  right  axilla.  Others  supposed  that  the  ball  had  lodged 
there  during  suppuration,  by  the  eftort  of  nature  to  expel  it 
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He  however  experienced  no  inconvenience  from  its  pres- 
ence. He  recovered  almost  his  usual  health,  and  was  engaged 
in  active  business  diy-ilig'thela^t  summer  and  fall.  December 
last,  he  came  to  this  place  with  the  expectation  of  going  into 
business,  little  expecting  what  was  soon  to  follow. 

Four  or  five  days  after  arriving,  this  enlargement  in  the 
axilla  began  to  inflame,  and  to  grow  very  painful.  It  contin- 
ed  to  increase  in  size  and  painfulness  for  four  days,  during 
which  time  the  enlargement,  external  to  the  thorax,  had  grown 
from  the  size  of  a  hickory  nut  to  that  of  a  goose  egg.  The 
tumor  was  sounded  by  percussion,  but  no  appreciable  fluctua- 
tion was  discovered.  My  anxiety  lest  the  abscess  might  break 
inwardly,  on  account  of  the  thickness  of  its  external  walls,  and 
the  extreme  suffering  of  the  patient,  induced  me  to  attempt  to 
open  it.  I  inserted  the  lancet  to  the  depth  of  nearly  one  inch, 
no  pus  followed.  I  then  decided  to  abandon  the  operation  for 
this  time,  and  await  some  favorable  sign  that  would  warrant 
the  undertaking  again.  It  was  not  necessary  to  wait  long.  In 
a  few  hours  the  sign  came  that  was  not  to  be  mistaken.  The 
accumulated  matter  that  had  been  pent  up  for  days,  vainly 
endeavoring  to  find  an  exit,  at  last  gushed  out  in  torrents,  via 
bronchise  and  mouth  almost  suffocating  the  patient. 

Immediately  the  lancet  was  used,  a  valvular  incision  was 
made  (fearing  that  emphysema  might  follow,  or  some  other 
danger  if  there  was  a  direct  one,)  and  not  less  than  three 
pints  of  pus  were  discharged  at  once,  and  of  the  most  foetid 
character.  The  patient  became  very  much  discouraged  and 
depressed  in  spirits.  Physicians  had  told  him  during  his  first 
convalescence  that  he  never  could  survive  such  another  dis- 
charge from  his  lungs.  This  was  a  much  more  dangerous 
attack  than  the  first.  At  this  time  he  was  so  weak  that  he 
could  not  stand  alone,  and  had  a  violent  fever  accompanied 
with  delirium.  Pulse  130  ;  profuse  night  sweats;  no  appetite, 
and  a  continuous  hard  coughing.  The  great  cause  of  these 
symptoms  was  only  partially  removed  by  the  opening  of  the 
abscess. 

In  fact,  there  could  be  but  a  very  unfavorable  prognosis 
formed.     It  was  decided  by  a  council,  that  if  he  had  a  consti- 
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tution  vigorons  enough,  he  might  possibly  get  over  it.  He 
seemed  to  be  sinMng  for  two  days  and  nights.  After  that  the 
system  began  to  rally.  Up  to  this  time  he  he  had  the  closest 
attention  and  cafe.  All  the  unfavorable  symptoms  were  met 
by  appropriate  remedies.  His  appetite  was  sharpened  by  stim- 
ulants and  a  nourishing  diet  prescribed ;  from  this  time  he  im- 
proved very  rapidly.  He  continued  to  cough  and  raise  pus  for 
four  or  five  days.  The  wound  had  to  be  probed  often  to  pre- 
vent this.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  ceased  to  raise  pus,  but 
the  cough  continued.  It  was  an  irritating,  hacking  cough, 
much  worse  at  night  than  in  the  daytime,  and  had  to  be 
checked  at  all  liazards,  lest  inflammation  of  the  lungs  should  be 
produced.  Morphine  was  finally  resorted  to  as  the  only  rem- 
edy that  would  sufficiently  check  it.  Half  grain  doses  at  night 
caused  the  patient  to  enjoy  undisturbed  sleep  during  the  night, 
and  to  feel  refreshed  the  next  day.  Whenever  he  coughed  or 
filled  the  lungs,  the  air  found  an  outlet  under  the  arm,  often 
with  a  loud  report. 

The  patient  continued  to  recover  very  rapidly.  In  eight 
days  from  the  time  the  abscess  broke,  he  was  able  to  start  back 
for  his  home  in  Ohio,  alone,  where  he  arrived  feeling  better 
than  when  he  started.  He  finally  recovered  his  health  except 
shortness  of  breath,  when  he  exercised  freely. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Obierrer. 
SXTBGICAL  CASE. 


BY   C.  H.  LEE,  M.  D.,  JETNA,  PA, 


A  great  many  people  in  my  neighborhood  are  under  the  im- 
pression that  there  is  no  success  in  the  homoeopathic  treatment 
of  surgical  cases ;  that  all  surgery  must  be  treated  by  allopathic 
physicians.  But  the  following  case  has  convinced  them  that 
there  is  something  in  homoeopathic  surgery  after  all,  as  I  have 
received  a  number  of  surgical  cases  since. 

On  the  12th  of  last  December,  I  was  called  to  see  a  man 
who,  while  working  in  a  coal  bank,  received  severe  injuries  by 
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a  solid  mass  of  coal  falling  on  his  right  side,  fracturing  hig 
right  femur  in  two  places,  the  first  just  below  the  lesser  tro- 
chanter— ^the  other  about  three  inches  above  the  condyles,  both 
fractures  being  oblique ;  three  ribs  of  the  right  side  were  bro 
ken,  causing  emphysema,  which  was  well  marked,  and  profuse 
hemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  The  acromion  process  of  the 
right  scapula  was  broken,  preventing  the  arm  from  being  raised  ; 
the  left  side  of  the  head  was  considerably  bruised  and  torn ;. 
and  the  scalp  torn  off  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  parietaL 
bone. 

Treatment. — ^Assisted  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Childs,  of  Pittsburg, 
we  first  dressed  the  scalp,  taking  away  all  foreign  matter,  shav- 
ing the  scalp,  drawing  the  parts  together,  and  applied  adhesive 
straps  and  tincture  of  Calendula.  For  the  acromion,  we  put  on 
the  figure  8  bandage,  drawing  the  arms  close  to  the  side,  and 
pushing  it  up  so  that  the  fractured  acromion  would  be  kept  in 
it  place  as  nearly  as  possible ;  nothing  was  done  to  the  ribs  on 
account  of  the  thigh  being  broken,  and  the  intense  pain  a  ban- 
dage would  cause. 

Applied  the  long  splint  to  the  leg,  placing  the  foot  in  tho 
shoe  of  the  splint  and  tying  the  upper  end  to  the  head-board  of 
tho  bedstead,  also  using  the  perineal  band  after  reducing  the 
fractures  to  their  proper  places  by  turning  the  screw  at  the 
foot,  causing  extension,  then  applying  long  adhesive  strips; 
around  the  thigh  and  splint,  about  three  inches  apart.  We 
used  the  adhesive  strips  instead  of  bandages  ;  kept  him  on  hia 
back  for  eight  weeks  ;  very  little  swelling  in  the  thigh  at  any 
time.  We  gave  an  unfavorable  prognosis.  I  gave  him  Arnica,, 
mother  tincture,  and  Bryonia  2d,  alternately,  every  half  hour* 
I  saw  him  early  the  next  morning,  and  found  him  better ;  se- 
vere cough,  with  bloody  sputa.  I  continued  the  Arnica  and 
Bryonia  for  two  weeks  ;  the  hemorrhage  stopped,  but  had  a 
loose  cough,  with  pus-like  sputa,  and  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
broken  ribs.  Gave  Bryonia  2d,  and  Mercurius  vivus  3d,  four 
times  a  day.  The  cough  disappeared  as  well  as  the  pain  and 
emphysema.  After  eight  weeks  we  took  off  the  long  splint,, 
and  applied  the  starch  bandage.  He  is  now  going  around  on, 
crutches  and  doing  well ;  no  pain,  no  cough,  no  deformity^ 
He  was  given  Calcarea  phosphorica,  for  two  weeks,  to  solidify 
the  fractures.     He  now  feels  as  well  as  ever. 


^mtlUnv^. 


CBIMINAL  TABOBTIOV . 


BY   DK.    £.    M.   HALE. 


E.  A.  Lodge,  M.  D. — In  the  September  number  of  tfie  O^erver, 
in  the  review  of  a  work  entitled  "  Why  not  ?"  the  reviewer  steps  aside 
from  his  legitimate  business  and  quotes  a  garbled  paragraph  from  mj 
work  on  abortion.  It  was  quoted  in  a  manner  that  will  do  the  work 
injustice,  and  misrepresent  my  teachings  on  the  subject  of  Criminal 
Abortion,  I  cannot  therefore  let  it  pass  without  exposing 
the  apparent  malice  of  the  writer  of  said  review  and  also  defining 
my  exact  position  as  regards  the  principles  I  hold  and  teach  in  refer- 
ence to  the  moral  and  legal  relations  of  abortion. 

The  paragraph  quoted  read  as  follows  :  **  The  dogma  that  the 
embryo  before  that  date,  (viability)  is  of  the  same  importance  as 
after,  is  yet  debatable.  I  cannot,  therefore,  look  upon  the  destruction 
of  the  ovum  before  that  period  as  murder,''  pftge  319. 

Now,  the  value  of  a  quotation  depends  not  on  itself,  but  on  the 
collateral  subject  matter  of  the  book. 

The  writer  who  will  garble  a  paragraph  from  a  book,  and  animad- 
vert on  it,  resembles  those  theological  quacks  who  select  **  texts  '* 
from  the  Bible,  utterly  regardless  of  the  qualifying  language  which 
surrounds  it.  We  will  now  examine  some  of  the  qualifying  matter 
of  my  work  on  abortion,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  insinuation  that  I 
have  taught  improper  doctrine,  falls  at  once  to  the  ground. 

It  must  be  premised,  however,  that  the  above  quotation  was  taken 
from  that  portion  of  the  work  entitled  **  Jurisprudence  of  Abortion,'* 
in  which  the  legal  relations  only,  of  abortion,  were  treated  of.  This 
part  opens  with  a  lecture  on  crime,  not  abortion,  by  Prof.  Small,  as 
giving  my  own  ideas  in  a  peculiarly  happy  manner.  At  the  end  of 
the  lecture  he  says  : 

**  I  cordially  and  sincerely  subscribe  to  most  of  the  views  above 
set  forth,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  destruction  of  the  ovum  wUlwut  good 
and  sufficient  cause,  I  differ,  however,  with  some  of  my  professional 
brethren,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  inducing  abortion  or  prema* 
tore  labor,  when  certain  diseases  and  conditions  exist. 
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''  I  hold  that  in  no  instance  should  the  life  or  even  health  of  the 
mother  be  sacrificed  to  save  that  ot  an  impregnated  organ,  before  the 
date  of  its  *  vitelity.*  " 

What  the  conditions  and  diseases  were  which  justified  the  physi* 
cian  in  inducing  abortion,  are  freely  dwelt  upon  in  the  portion  of  the 
work  devoted  to  that  subject,  and  if  the  reader  will  examine  them,  he 
will  fail  to  find  any  recommendation  at  variance  with  the  strictest 
rules  of  moral  or  legal  propriety. 

I  here  will  boldly  state  my  deliberate  conviction,  that  the  physi- 
cian who  refuses  to  cause  abortion,  or  in  any  way  shirks  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  operation,  when  the  life  of  the  mother  is  at  stake,  must 
either  plead  gross  ignorance  in  justification  of  his  course,  or  he  should 
be  looked  upon  as  a  murderer^  if  the  woman  died  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  pregnancy.  None  but  the  meanest  moral  coward  will 
be  guilty  of  shirking  such  a  responsibility  ;  and  among  this  class  I 
suspect  may  be  ranked  some  physicians  who  assert  that  in  a  "practice 
of  twenty  years  they  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  cause  an 
abortion.*' 

I  will  go  further,  and  declare  my  firm  conviction,  that  in  cases  of 
abnormal  pregnancy,  when  the  physician  conscientiously  belieyes 
that  the  health  of  the  woman  will  be  seriously  Sind  27erma?itly  impaired 
by  the  diseases  consequent  on  the  unarrested  generation,  he  should 
consider  it  his  duty  to  arrest  the  development  of  the  ovum. 

The  foDtus  before  it  is  viable,  cannot  live  an  independent  life.  If 
before  that  period  shall  be  reached,  the  woman's  health  shall  be 
seriously  and  permanantly  impaired,  shall  we  remove  the  cause,  or 
permit  a  life  to  be  made  miserable,  full  of  suffering,  useless  and 
unhappy  ?  On  whom  shall  the  blame  rest  in  such  cases  ?  To  throw 
all  the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  Divine  Providence  is  bias- 
phemy\  and  the  physician  who  will  stand  by  and  permit  a  human  life 
to  be  shattered,  health  to  be  destroyed,  and  a  useful  career  blasted, 
from  notions  of  fear  ornate  conscientiousness,  is  a  criminal  before  God 
and  man.  He  who  insinuates  that  these  teachings  may  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  bad  men  and  women,  shows  a  caviling  and  unjust 
spirit,  unworthy  a  Christian  gentleman  or  physician. 

It  was  in  the  consideration  of  the  Jurisprudence  of  Abortion,  and 
while  commenting  on  Dr.  Small's  admirable  lecture,  that  the  quota- 
tion first  above  referred  to  occurred. 

No  one  will  dare  to  assert  that  the  embryo  is  of  the  same  impor- 
tance in  law  before  the  date  of  viability  as  after!  No  existing  law 
recognizes  any  such  equality.  Before  viability  the  foetus  lives  only 
through  its  connections  with  the  maternal  circulation.  Sever  these 
and  its  life  exists  not  a  moment.  After  viability,  independent  life 
may  be  sustained.  The  physician  who  wantonly  destroys  foetal  life, 
after  viability,  instead  of  inducing  premature  labor,  thereby  saving 
the  life  of'  the  child,  would  rightfully  be  considered  a  murderer. 
But  shall  the  physician  who  destroys  the  life  of  a  non-viable  foetns, 
to  save  the  life  of  the  mother,  be  considered  guilty  of  the  same 
crime? 
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That  is  what  I  meant  by  the  quotation  your  reviewer  quotes  in 
such  an  unjust  mannner. 

In  order  to  set  at  rest  forever,  any  doubts  as  to  my  position  in 
this  matter,  I  shall  set  forth  the  following  propositions,  as  containing 
the  true  moral  and  legal  doctrines  : 

1.  We  are  commanded  in  the  Divine  Word,  to  ^'Increase  and  mul- 
tiply the  earth.**  Therefore  the  man  or  woman  who  does  not  marry 
and  obey  this  injunction,  is  morally  guilty  of  the  crime  of  disobe- 
dience to  the  Divine  Law.  With  the  ancient  Hindoos,  and  I  believe 
the  Spartans,  this  was  also  the  civil  law  of  the  nation.  It  will  be 
observed  by  reference  to  my  work,  (see  page  290,)  that  I  do  not  con- 
sider **  ovular  abortion  *'  i,e,  i\iQ  prevention  of  impregnation,  allowable, 
unless  the  same  condition  and  diseases  exist,  as  would  justify  the 
production  of  an  abortion. 

2.  An  impregnation  having  occurred,  and  the  woman's  life  or 
health  is  liable  to  be  sacrificed,  by  the  continuance  of  gestation,  abor- 
tion should  be  caused  at  the  most  appropriate  period  anterior  to  via- 
bility. If  the  foetus  however,  is  destroyed  without  good  and  sufficient 
cause,  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed  should  be  punished  to  a  proper 
extent,  either  by  fine  or  imprisonment.  In  this  case  I  contend  the 
crime  is  not  murder,  because  an  independent  human  life  is  ?iot  de- 
stroyed, but  prevented.  Neither  in  a  legal  or  moral  sense  is  the  crime 
as  heinous  as  when  life  is  destroyed  after  viability.  I  do  not  mean 
to  deny  the  only  true  philosohpical  doctrine  that  the  ovum,  from  the 
moment  of  impregnation,  is  the  receptacle  of  the  human  soul. 
This  doctrine  is  evidently  the  only  one  to  be  adopted  in  the  light  of 
the  knowledge  we  now  possess. 

If  from  the  existence  of  diseased  conditions,  deformities,  etc.,  we 
know  the  gestation  cannot  be  safely  allowed  to  proceed  to  the  ninth, 
or  even  eighth  month,  if  by  so  doing  the  life  of  the  mother  or  child 
would  be  placed  in  jeopardy,  premature  labor  should  be  induced  in 
such  a  manner  to  save  both  mother  and  child,  if  possible.  If  one  life 
must  be  sacrificed,  that  life  ^ould  be  the  child.  This  is  the  accepted 
doctrine  adopted  by  all  medical  and  legal  authority.  But  if  any  per- 
son, no  matter  whom,  shall  wantonly  destroy  the  life  of  a  foetus  after 
the  sixth  month,  he  should  be  considered  guilty  of  murder,  and  the 
law  should  deal  with  him,  and  apply  the  same  penalty  as  though  he 
had  destroyed  the  life  of  an  adult  man  or  woman. 

I  wish  to  make  one  more  point  before  closing  this  communication. 
It  is  sometimes  asserted  that  abortion  should  never  be  induced  with- 
out previous  consultation  with  one  or  more  physicians.  However 
advisable  and  proper  this  may  be,  it  is  sometime  impossible.  Cir- 
cumstances may  arise,  as  in  case  of  retroversio  utero,  convulsions,  etc., 
when  abortion,  or  premature  labor  must  be  resorted  to  at  once,  to 
save  life.  In  such  cases,  the  physician  must  take  the  responsibility, 
and  unless  he  is  a  moral  coward,  he  will  not  hesitate.  If  he  shall 
hesitate,  and  the  life  of  the  mother  or  child  is  thereby  lost,  he  is  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  murder,  and  cannot  be   justified. 


M\tp%y  §mtim,  tit.. 


The  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of 


Now  reorganized  and  with  a  very  talented  corps  of  profes- 
sors offers  many  inducements  to  students.     The  clinical  advan- 
tages consist  in  a  well  organized  Dispensary,  the  "Good  Samar- 
itan Hospital,"  and  the    ''Colored  Orphans'   Home."      The 
lecturer  on   Clinical  Medicine,  Prof.  Vastinc,  is   one   of  our 
oldest  homoeopathic  practitioners,   and  will  be  able  to  benefit, 
his  students  with  most  instructive  lectures.    Prof.  E.  C.  Frank- 
lin, the  author  of  a  text  book  on  Surgery  to  be  published  soon^. 
will  give  especial  attention   to   the   department   of  Operative^ 
Surgery.       The     department    of    Materia    Medica    will    be? 
well   taken   care   of  by  Prof.  John   T.  Temple,  and  that   of 
Theory  and  Practice  will  not  want  under  the  courteous  and 
efficient  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth.     Lecture  fees. 


The.Hahnemann'Medical  GoUeg^e. 


The  Junior  term  opens  Wednesday,  October  26th,  1866. 
Professors  Colton,  Mitchell,  Gatchell,  Welch,  Beebe,  Ludlam, 
and  Woodhouse. 

Senior  term  opens  January  2d,  1867.  Professors  Cooke, 
Beebe,  Hale,  Welch,  Gatchell,  Ludlam  and   Woodhouse. 

"  Being  well  assured  of  the  practicability  of  dividing  the 
lecture  session  into  terms, — a  junior  and  a  senior,  the  Board 
has  decided  that  the  same  arrangement  entered  into  for  the  past 
winter  is  to  be  continued.  This  plan  enables  them  to  plaeo 
the  elementary  chairs  in  the  first  term,  and  the  practical  in  the 
second.  Ordinarily  the  student  becomes  confused  in  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  subjects,  elementary  and  practical,  to  which  he  is 
introduced.  It  is  not  usually  until  his  second  course  of  lectures 
that  the  various  subjects  begin  to  assume  their  proper  order  in 
his  mind.     The  plan  adopted  in  this  Institution  is  methodical 
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and  progressive.     It  has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of 
students  who  have  abeadj  participated  in  its  benefits,  and 
whose  rate  of  progress  was  observed  to  be  in  ratio  with  tlie; 
superior  advantages  offered  by  this  arrangement. 

The  division  of  the  session  into  two  terms  offers  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  the  practitioner  of  refreshing  his  memory  upon, 
certain  branches  without  any  very  considerable  absence  from, 
home  or  loss  of  time  from  lus  field*" 

Lecture  fees,  $80. 


The  CleTeland  Homceopathic  Colleg^e. 


Will  commence  its  Seventeenth  Annual  Session  on  Wednes- 
day, October  24th. 

The  Faculty  promise  that  nothing  essential  to  the  teaching 
of  the  objects  appertaining  to  each  department  shall  be  wai^t- 
ing ;  they  feel  assured  that  they  can  offer  increased  advantages 
and  conveniences  to  the  student  of  medicine,  and  that  he  will 
find  as  complete  and  extensive  a  course  [of  instruction  as  the 
allotted  time  will  permit,  and  equal  to  that  of  any  other  insti- 
tution. Clinical  instruction  will  be  regularly  given,  both  at 
the  college  and  the  dispensary.     Lecture  fees,  $75. 


New  York  Homoeopatliic  CoUeg^e. 


By  special  act  of  the  Legislature  the  students  of  this  Insti- 
tution, in  common  with  those  of  other  medical  schools,  have  a 
right  to  walk  the  wards  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  and  the  other 
public  charities  on  Blackwell  and  Randall  Islands,  where  cases 
of  almost  eveiy  disease  that  is  known  can  be  found.  Surgical, 
medical  and  obstetrical  clinics  are  held  Wednesdays  and  Sat- 
urdays, throughout  the  session.  Material  for  dissection  fur- 
nished gratuitously,  subject  to  tha  Demonstrator's  supervision^ 

Lecture  fees  $100. 
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SOCaxnES-WHEN  AND   WHBSE    THBT   MEBT.-.1866.1867. 


The  "  HQmasQpathic  Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,**  at  LaCrosse* 
Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  1866.  H.  B.  Dale.  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  North-Western  Frovers'  Association,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  13, 
1866,  at  168  Clark  street,  Chicago. 

J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Sec, 

New  Hampshire  HomoBopathic  Medical  Society  at  ,  Jan   20. 

J.  H.  Gallinger,  Secretary,  Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York  State  Homasopathic  Medical  Society,  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  18i)7. 

H.  M.  Painb,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st,  Albany. 

The  **  Massachusetts  Homasopathic  Society,**  Annual  Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  10. 

The  "  Western  Institute  of  HomoRopathy  **  at  Indianapolis, 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  1867. 

The  "  Canadian  Institute  of  HomcRopathy  **  convenes  at  Brantford, 
second  Wednesday  in  May,  1867. 

The  "  American  Institute  of  Hom^cRopathy  **  at  New  York  City,  on 
first  Wednesday  in  June,  1867. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  Gen,  Secretary,  Boston, 

The  "  Michigan  Institute  of  Homm)pathy  **  at  Jackson,  Mich., 
on  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1867. 

Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

The  Cook  County  Homcsopathic  Medical  Society  meets  every  altern- 
ate Friday  evening,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Hahnemann  College,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 
names  and  addresses,  with  dates  and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of 
proceedings,  &c.] 


North-Western  Proverb*  Association. — The  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  North-Western  Provers'  Association,  for  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, &c.,  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  Nov.  18th,  at  which  all  members 
are  requested  to  be  present  A  cordial  invitation  is  hereby  extended 
to  the  fraternity  to  become  members  and  co-operate  in  this  praise- 
worthy and  noble  enterprise.  This  Association  is  composed  of  physi- 
cians, pharmaceutists  and  students  of  medicine.  The  initiation  fee 
is  one  dollar.     Those  wishing  to  become  members  will  please  address 
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H.  N.  Small.  Corresponding  Secretary,  or  T.  C.  Duncan,  Recording 
Secretary,  Chicago,  Ills.,  before  the  time  of  meeting,  enclosing  initi- 
ation fee.  H.  N.  Smt^  Corr^^nding  Secretary, 

We  invite  particular  attention  to  the  notice  of  this  meeting. 
The  Northwestern  Provers'  Association  is  not  a  mere  college 
society,  but  is  designed  to  embrace  all  of  our  fraternity,  in 
every  land,  who  will  enter  upon  the  noble  work  of  ^^Bmg 
Proving.''  We  hope  that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  at 
the  proposed  meeting.  Very  much  has  been  done  by  isolated 
labor,  but  we  can  accomplish  very  much  more  by  a  combined 
effort,  and  we  know  of  no  enterprise,  of  a  ssmilar  character, 
that  is  likely  to  be  as  useful  to  the  profession  as  this  one. 


The  Homoeopathic    Medical    Society    of   the    17th    Congressional 

District    of    Ohio. 


This  Society  was  organized  on  the  Ist  day  of  August,  1866, 
at  Alliance.  Dr.  R.  R.  Bourne,  of  New  Lisbon,  in  the  chair ; 
Dr.  J.  G.  Heaton,  Alliance,  Acting  Secretary. 

A  Constitution  and  By-laws  were  adopted,  giving  the  above 
as  the  name  and  providing  everything  necessary  to  insure  a 
permanent  organization.  Officers  were  elected  to  act  till  the 
first  Wednesday  in  May,  1867,  which  will  be  the  first  regular 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  The  first  regular  meeting  will 
be  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October,  1866,  at  Dr.  Shane's 
ofiice,  Wellsville,  Ohio. 

LIST   OP   MEMBERS. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Rush — Prendent^  Salenij  0. 

''  H.  S.  Sook — Vice-President^  Steubenville^  0, 

J.  G.  Heaton — Secretary^  Alliance^  0. 

H.  W.  Nelson — Treasurer ^  Mechanicstown,  0. 
*'  G.  Rerson — Censor^   Clarkson^  0. 
"  J.  D.  McCreary — Censor^  Industry^  Pa. 
'••  S.  C.  Shane^ — Censor^  Sdlineville^  0. 
"  R.  R.  Bourne,  New  Lisbon,  0. 
"  T.  A.  Shane,  Wellsville,  0. 

Any  homoeopathic  physician  who  can  meet  the  requirements 

of  the  constitution,  may  become  a  member,  and  all  who   can 

meet  with  us  are  expected  and  requested  to  make  application 

for  membership.  J.  G.  Heaton,  Sec'y. 


Hiwual 


BftlUM* — L.  S.  Baenes,  M.  D.,  returns  to  Maumee  City,  Ohio. 

CftS€« — ^Dr.  Walter  B.  Case,  removes  to  Hart's  Village,  Datchess 
Co,,  New  York. 

fiardner. — M.  M.  Gardner,  M.  D.  removes  to  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
from  Holland  Patent,  N.  Y, 

fiaernsey* — Prof.  H.N.Guernsey  says :  "  It  is  proper  that  I  should 
state  that  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  this  work  (Midwifery «)  is 
due  to  no  fault  of  the  publisher,  but  that  it  has  arisen  from  the  abso- 
lute impossibility  of  furnishing  the  manuscript  for  the  printers  as 
fast  as  had  been  anticipated  ;  and  while  pushing  on  the  work  with 
ttU  my  might,  I  am  impelled  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the*  profession. 

Hixon* — Dr.  D.  W.  Hixson,  of  Paulding,  Ohio,  on  account  of  con- 
tinued indisposition,  retires  from  active  practice.  We  trust  that  the 
Doctor  will  soon  recover. 

Jenney. — Dr,  W.  H.  Jonney  is  practicing  at  Fon  du  Lac. 

Jones* — Dr.  G.  J.  Jones  takes  the  place  of  his  former  preceptor, 
M.  M.  Gardner,  M.  D.,  of  Holland  Patent,  N.  Y. 

Jones* — J.  D.  Jones,  M.  D.,  removes  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.  He 
offers  his  present  practice,  at  Eichmond,  Ind.,  to  a  good  homceopathic 
physician  without  charge.  There  are  two  homoeopathic  physicians 
now  at  llichmond  and  room  for  others.  The  practice  is  popular,  and 
the  people  intelligent.     Population,  18,000. 

MorlOCk. — Dr.  W.  M.  Morlock  succeeds  Dr.  Hixson  at  Paulding, 
Ohio. 

Roberts* — Dr.   E.   L.  Roberts   has   settled   permanently  at  St 
Johns,  Michigan.      We  are  much  pleased  to  hear  from  the  citizens  of 
St.  Johns  that  the  Doctor  is  being  extensively  patronized ;  he  is  well 
worthy  of  encouragement. 

Schley* — Dr,  P.  T.  Schley,  formerly  of  Georgia,  a  graduate  of  the 
New  York  Homoeopathic  College,  will  practice  at  Charleston,  S,  C, 
in  partnership  with  H.  M.  Cleckley,  M.  D. 

Tinsley. — Dr.  K.  S.  Tinsley  removes  from  Alfordsville,  Ind.,  to 
Columbus  in  the  same  State. 

Walker* — Dr.  L.  Walker,  a  brother  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
esteemed  practitioner  of  Michigan,  has  formed  a  professional  part^ 
nership  with  Dr.  C.  A.  Jefferies,  of  Dexter. 


Special  Notice. — Personal  sketches,  notices  of  removal,  of  forth- 
coming publications,  and  other  items  of  general  interest,  will  be  very 
.acceptable. 


^DeaJta^  of  «  New  York  Fhysioian. 

Algxis  Leon,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  and  for 
several  years  an  active  and  suocessfal  practitioner  of  New  York,  died 
4it  Long  Branch,  N.  Y.,  on  Sunday  Sept.  2.  Dr.  Leon  was  one  of  the 
most  industrious  and  thorough  Homoeopath  is  ts  ;  he  was  very  popular 
«mong  the  people,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  man  and  physician  by 
his  medical  brethren.  A  more  extended  notice  of  his  life  and  ohar- 
'acter  will  appear  in  the  the  North  American  Journal  of  HomctopcUhy^ 
for  November,  f.  w.  h. 


Burt. — It  paims  ««  exceedingly  to  announce  the  death  of  the  only 

son  of  our  esteemed  'colleague,  Dr.  W.  H.  Burt,  of  Lincoln,  111. 

Willie  Buht  died  on  the  43th  of  Sedtember,  of  typhoid  enteri- 
tis, after  a  painful  illness  of  ten  days.  He  was  three  years  and  forty- 
three  days  old.  '  Those  of  our  colleagues  who  have  lost  little  children 
•can  appreciate  the  grief  of  a  father,  who  writes  us  as  follows : 

''  He  was  getting  to  be  so  much  company  for  me.  Whenever  I 
went  into  the  country,  he  would  go  and  drive  so  that  I  could  read. 
The  horse  was  his  pet,  and  when  he  was  dying  he  cried  for  the  horse. 
Wherever  I  went  he  must  go." 

How  lonely  now  must  be  our  friend's  rides  in  the  country,  where 
every  flower  and  tree  will  remind  him  of  the  dear  one  dead ;  and  how 
lonely  the  house,  from  which  the  light  step,  the  little  form,  and  the 
loved  voice  are  gone  forever. 


»  ♦  » 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


The  Hahnemann  Monthly,  published  by  the  Hahnemann  Life 
Insurance  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  first  number  of  this  paper  is  just  received.  About  one. 
half  the  space  is  filled  with  popular  reading,  and  the  remain- 
der with  advertisements.  Circulated  gratuitously  in  large 
quantities,  it  will  form  a  good  advertising  medium. 

Dental  Hygiene,  by  Henry  S.  Chase,  M.  D.:  D.  D.  S. 
On  Excision   of  the  Superior  Maxilla  ;    Report  of  a   Case, 
with  Remarks,  by  Wm.  R.  Whitehead,  M.  D. 
University  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
Hahnemannian  Monthly,  September. 
British  Monthly  HomcBopathic  Review,  September. 
Western  Homoeopathic  Observer,  August. 
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REVISED  LIST    OF    GONTBIBUTOBS. 


We  propose  electrotyping  a  new  outside  cover  of  the  Ob- 
server for  1867,  and  will  revise  our  present  list  of  contribu- 
tors. If  the  present  list  contains  any  names  of  physicians 
who  do  not  think  of  writing  for  the  Journal  next  year  we 
shall  feel  much  obliged  if  they  will  notify  u«,  that  their  names 
may  be  dropped. 

For  several  months  past  we  have  been  able  to  fill  the 
Observer  almost  exclusively  with  original  matter,  and  expect 
the  labors  of  our  valuable  correspondents,  old  and  new,  will 
enable  us  to  do  so  for  1867.  Our  readers  will  be  happy  to 
find  the  names  of  several  excellent  writers  on  the  revised  list. 
We  are  very  much  gratified  at  being  able  to  add  .those  of: 

Prof.  S.  R.  KiRBY,  for  many  years  editor  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Homceopathy. 

T.  G.  CoMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  of  St,  Louis,  Mo. 

Prof.  H.  D.  Paine,  and  Prof  S.  B.  Barlow,  of  New  York 
Homoeopathic  College,  and  several  other  writers  of  merit. 

The  Observer  is  a  success.  All  honor  to  our  noble  corps 
of  contributors  who  work  to  make  it  useful.  Words  of  en- 
couragement are  numerous  and  gratifying. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  Holcombe  says  : — ''  Let  me  congratulate  you 
on  the  enterprise,  talent  and  success  with  which  you  have  con- 
ducted the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer.  Fourteen  years 
ago,  when  I  induced  Marcy  and  Peters  to  revive  the  North 
American  Journal^  by  promising  to  write  the  heavy  articles  for 
it,  the  publication  of  a  monthly  like  yours  would  have  been 
impossible  in  the  United  States.  From  what  we  have  already 
accomplished,  we  may  anticipate  great  things  for  the  future.'' 


COMMUNICATIONS  RECEIVED. 


Letter  from  Prof.S.  R.  Kirby%  San  guinaria  canadensis  in  Vseiido- 
membranous  Croup.  Homoeopathy  and  Science.  Homoeopathic  Sta* 
tistics.  My  First  Steps,  PUintago  major.  Review  of  *'  What's 
Life,**  Proving  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis.  Proving  of  Trv- 
folium.  Homoeopathy — by  T.  C  Hunter.  Cactus  grandiflorus.  Etc. 
HonuBopaihic  Electropathy.  O'itis  Externa,  Urea,  its  Cause^  Na* 
lure  and  Effects.  Re-proving  of  Nux  vomica.  Effects  of  Bryonia  on 
the  Pulse*  A  Home  for  Consumptives,  Gelseminum  in  Miliary 
Fever, 


letturejj* 


For  the  Amerioan  HomoMpathic  Obferrw. 

HOMCEOP ATHY  ANB  SOIENGE.* 


BY    J.    M.    LONG,    M.    D.,   COLDWATER,    MICH. 


In  striving  to  give  to  the  world  some  translation  of  the 
truths  that  every  student  finds  opening  before  him  like  long 
vistas  of  light,  he  can  but  feel  how  inadequate  he  is  to  the 
task,  since  truth,  so  infinite  and  grand,  rises  beyond  his  reach 
and  extends  universes  away;  and  he  is  a  presumptuous  man 
who  dares  to  say  that  he  has  followed  one  of  its  rays  to  its  fin- 
^ity,  or  traced  it  to  its  source.  Whether  in  art  or  science, 
we  have  to  seize  the  great  principles  which  base  themselves  on 
facts,  and  from  thence  reach  forward  to  still  higher  and  more 
comprehensive  truths. 

I  would  gladly  feel  that  on  this  occasion,  I  could  place  be- 
fore you  some  fresh  revelation  of  the  principles  of  that  science 
so  intimately  concerning  every  human  being,  the  developmenir 
of  which  brings  us  together  here  as  an  associated  body ;  but 
I  must  content  myself  with  giving  you  a  general  summary  of 
its  influence  and  power,  and  glance  slightly  at  its  fortunes  as 
one  that  keeps  pace  with  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

Medical  science  is  not  the  distillation  of  drugs,  the  com- 
pounding of  matter,  the  experimenting  on  human  tissues, 
nerves,  sensations  ;  nor  is  it  merely  the  curing  of  the  sick.  It 
is  the  recognition  of  the  great  principles  of  the  world  of  mat- 
ter and  of  spirit,  and  seeking  for  the  causes  and  cure  of  these 
inharmonies  that  we  are  wont  to  call  lesions.  Since  the  term 
disease  implies  an  entity,  while  disorganized  forces  He  at  the 
foundation  of  all  the  physical  infirmities  that  flesh  is  heir  to. 

To  recognize  the  beautiful  adaptation  of  the  natural  world 
to  the  human  system,  is  the  fii'st'  step  in  medical  science.      It 

*  Read  before  tie  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute,  June  10, 1866. 
o2  Nov. 
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has  always  been  the  first  step  taken  ;  for  the  finding  of  an  herb 
or  plant  that  exactly  fitted  a  diseased  condition  was  a  step 
taken  towards  the  great  law  underlying  all  medical  discoveries 
that  have  become  facts  for  the  men  of  science. 

Man  is  placed  in  the  world  in  no  chance  position.  He  stands 
united  to  the  kingdoms  below  him,  and  from  them  he  draws 
his  means  of  sustenance.  In  his  body  reside  the  attenuated 
particles  of  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal  creations.  It  has 
been  left  to-  homoeopathy  to  show  the  great  force  one  of  these 
particles  may  have  in  producing  disorder  or  restoring  order 
to  the  system.  Now  while  the  cholera  is  nearing  us  with  a 
form  so  subtle  that  even  doctors  disagree  where  it  most  resides ; 
'we  hear  men  discuss  its  causes,  its  etherialized  essences,  its 
undetected  particles ;  and  yet  they  do  not  see  how  the  same 
law  operates  in  attenuated  doses,  even  though  the  attenuation 
approach  a  degree  not  within  the  computation  of  numbers. 

The  principle,  or  law,  which  governs  disease  through  so  re- 
ined a  substance  that, no  chemical  science  has  been  able  to 
detect  it,  cannot  be  denied  when  it  turns  itself  also  to  the  res- 
toration of  harmony,  and  becomes  an  active  principle  of  cure. 
Hence  we  find  ourselves  safe  in  affirming  that  although  he  can- 
not define  how  an  attenuated  particle  acts  more  efficiently  than 
a  grosser  one,  yet  we  have  facts  of  the  fact  before  us,  proving 
that  it  does  so,  in  the  natural  operation  of  those  forces  that  re- 
side within  the  sphere  of  man's  life,  and  we  base  our  first  affir- 
mation here,  viz:  The  constitution  of  man  is  subject  to 
influences  from  without  ;  not  measurable  by  their  quantity, 
but  by  their  adaptation  to  his  condition.  From  this  affirmation 
we  may  start  into  a  field  of  investigation,  broad  as  the  universe 
and  reaching  far  beyond  any  present  research.  For  the  science 
of  HomcBopathy  can  as  yet  be  said  to  have  hardly  attempted 
to  demonstrate  that  the  constitution  of  man's  spiritual  forces 
is  subject  to  laws  that  operate  in  the  outer  sphere,  and  produce 
these  states  that  become  material,  and  thus  yield  to  material 
remedies ;  while  also  material  remedies,  acting  on  spiritual 
forces,  become  so  attenuated  that  they  may  almost  be  said  to 
become  thinking  powers  in  the  world  of  mind. 

It  is  on  this  ground  that  I  would  gladly  tread,  but  it  requires 
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80  great  a  power  of  analysis,  so  wide  an  acquaintance  with 
the  laws  which  unite  man  as  a  body  to  man  as  a  sentient  being 
that  I  refrain  from  following  this  thread  further.  But  we  have 
here  a  field  which  our  revered  teacher,  Hahnemann,  longed  to 
fully  explore.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  he  became  more  and 
more  interested  in  those  delicate  transitions,  if  I  may  so  call 
them — of  drug  power  to  spiritual  force,  so  that  he  spent  many 
of  his  last  hours  in  endeavoring  to  find  how  slight  the  sub- 
stance that  could  produce  the  greatest  change.  But  to  return, 
our  second  affirmation  touches  upon  the  first.  It  is  this :  The 
power  of  a  drug  is  not  commensurate  in  its  action  on  a  har- 
monious condition,  to  its  action  on  a  diseased  condition. 
Therefore  we  cannot  trust  entirely  to  that  noble  system  of  drug 
proving  by  the  healthy,  to  which  we  owe  so  much ;  but  we 
must  see  how  lar  disorganized  forces  may  operate  to  come  be- 
tween cause  and  effect.  Hence  our  clinical  experiences  always 
afford  us  the  richest  field  for  discovery.  We  can  be  convinced 
of  this,  I  think,  by  carefully  noting  the  progress  of  the  various 
stages  of  disease  and  the  effect  of  remedies  upon  each  condi- 
tion. 

It  is  evident  that  he  who  would  become  a  true  physician, 
must  be  on  the  alert  to  follow  the  leading  which  nature  gives. 
We  are  not  rulers  in  the  kingdom  of  sensation  ;  neither  can 
we  govern  forces.  We  are  restorers  of  peace — ministers  of 
salvation  to  diseased  functions.  Therefore  we  should  be  care- 
ful students  of  those  laws  which  govern  the  body  and  act  as 
their  aiders  and  abettors. 

The  physical  economy,  in  a  state  of  health,  is  rarely  met 
with,  and  inharmony  is  almost  always  to  be  found  in  some 
portion  of  the  human  frame.  It  is  reported  that  recently  when 
in  a  crowded  audience,  a  celebrated  electrician  offered  to  en- 
deavor to  restore  to  health  those  who  were  diseased,  if  they 
would  come  forward,  more  than  half  of  his  large  audience 
went  forward  to  the  platform,  and  probably  one-third  of  the 
remainder  went  home  discouraged  at  the  numbers  that  had 
precedence.  And  no  doubt  the  ills  of  this  congregation  were 
only  a  fair  average  of  any  similar  company.  Neither  are  we 
to  suppose  them  to  be  imaginary. 
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There  was  a  jar  in  the  complex  workings  of  the  wheels  and 
consciousness  demanded  some  hand  to  regulate  and  restore  to 
order.  It  is  for  this  reason  tliat  we  cannot  depend  solely  upon 
drug  provings  by  the  healthy,  or  comparatively  healthy,  to  as- 
certain the  efficacy  of  our  remedies ;  for  susceptibility  induced 
by  abnormal  conditions  may  mislead  us  and  cause  us  to  lay  too 
much  stress  upon  effects  that  were  only  exceptional. 

I  have  known  those  upon  whom  a  small  portion  of  Opium 
in  the  crude  state  would  act  as  the  most  powerful  stimulant^ 
and  prevent  sleep  for  a  night,  and  others,  who  by  the  same 
quantity,  would  be  quieted  to  peaceful  slumber. 

The  two  results  depend  on  the  condition  of  the  subject  and 
not  on  the  drug.  Are  we  not  to  suppose  that  the  action  of 
every  remedy  may  be  thus  modified  by  conditions  of  the  sys- 
tem, and  similar  result^:  ensue.  We  have  therefore  a  double 
duty  to  perform  in  the  administration  of  our  remedtes.  It  is 
to  study  carefully  the  coiidition  of  the  patient,  while  we  test 
the  effect  of  a  drug.  I  have  no  question,  indeed  I  am  credi- 
bly informed  that  many  of  our  oldest  practitioners  give  unhes- 
itatingly the  same  doses  for  a  similar  class  ot  symptoms  in  all 
subjects,  fitting  the  remedy  to  a  symptom,  instead  of  a  condi- 
tion. With  due  deference  to  the  skill  of  such  practitioners,  I 
am  constrained  to  say  they  seem  to  me  to  ignore  the  highest 
law  of  our  science.  For  by  similia  similibus  curantur  is  not 
meant  that  a  symptom  is  to  be  changed  by  a  drug  of  similar 
action,  but  that  a  condition  demands  a  remedy  of  similar  action 
of  which  the  symptom  is  the  expression  of  the  kind,  but  not  of 
the  force.  We  should  therefore  regard  with  care  that  advice 
of  Hahnemann,  to  see  how  great  force  lies  in  a  minute  portion, 
than  to  ascertain  how  much  power  may  be  overcome  by  a 
large  dose. 

By  the  laws  of  homoeopathy,  this  is  the  method  we  should 
all  strive  for.  Do  not  think  I  am  a  champion  of  any  party  of 
our  school,  whether  it  be  the  high  or  low  dilutionist.  We 
ought  not  to  have  to  have  two  parties.  If  the  principle  of 
homoeopathy  is  a  true  one,  there  are  laws  by  which  cures  are 
periormed  through  the  agency  of  minute  portions  of  medicine; 
and  if  sometimes  the  action  of  a  minute  atom  is  as  direct  as  a 
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cruder  portion,  we  are  bound  to  investigate  the  law  of  such 
cure,  and  ascertain  if  it  lies  in  the  minute  absorption  in  both 
cases,  or  in  the  condition  of  those  to  wliom  it  is  administered. 

It  was  said  by  the  earliest  supporters  of  homceopathy  in 
this  country,  "  that  those  expedients  of  the  old  practice  which 
obtained  a  solid  basis  of  empirical  certainty  as  to  good  results, 
in  given  and  well  defined  cases,  ought  not  to  be  laid  aside ;  " 
and  it  is  this  sentiment  that  governs  many  modern  practition- 
ers. But  I  believe  we  have  a  noble  work.  While  we 
acknowledge  the  skill  and  success  of  many  of  the  old  school^ 
let  us  seek  for  the  law  of  the  cure,  instead  of  following  the 
method  of  administering  the  drug.  Very  possibly  we  may 
find  that  it  was  minute  absorptiqn  that  produced  the  good 
results.  Thus  we  should  have  a  valuable  confirmation  of  our 
method  and  the  universality  of  its  operation. 

My  third  affirmation  may  be  given  in  the  words  of  Hahne- 
mann himself: 
.   **  It  is  only  the  disturbed  vital  force  that  produces  disease." 

What  a  wonderful  assertion  was  that.  Disease  had  been 
fought  as  a  demon  of  evil, — an  entity — a  power  in  and  of  itself. 
It  must  be  purged  and  driven  from  the  system.  To  some  it 
seemed  to  reside  in  the  stomach,  like  a  foreign  body  and  must 
bo  forcibly  ejected  therefrom  by  turning  the  patient  inside  out. 
Others  placed  its  throne  in  the  liver,  and  sought  to  dethrone  it 
by  reverse  action ;  a  sort  of  upsetting  process,  like  removing 
the  props  from  a  structure. 

Thus  in  various  ways  disease  was  regarded  as  a  power  at 
work. 

How  great  then  seems  this  sudden  and  bold  declaration  of 
the  founder  of  our  system.  Disease  is  only  the  result  of  the 
disturbed  vital  force.  We  have  here  a  glimpse  into  the  micro- 
cosm. It  is  like  an  opening  through  the  material  portals  into 
the  hidden  causes,  and  the  silent  operation  of  laws  that  are  at 
work  in  every  human  structure. 

Wo  have  here  the  triie  physician's  office  set  before  us.  He 
is  a  restorer ;  not  one  delegated  to  tear  down,  but  to  build  up 
— ito  aid  nature  to  that  harmony  which  promptly  restores  and 
re-arranges  its  forces.     The  road  we  are  to  travel  is  not  an 
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obscure  one.  Nature  stands  by  and  points  the  way.  To  aid 
nature  is  our  office,  and  it  is  evident  that  we  must  do  it  by 
means  of  those  beautiful  laws  through  which  she  ever  ope- 
rates. 

Wherever  we  turn  in  our  investigations,  we  find  always 
that  nature  leads  us  directly  to  harmony  or  rather  all  its 
effects  tend  to  r  storation.  If  she  disarranges  it  is  only  that 
she  may  re-arrange.  The  minute  atom  that  forsakes  one  com- 
bination enters  anotlier.  The  structure  that  falls  begins  again 
a  building  up.  There  is  a  consistent  and  persistent  effort  to 
make  amends  to  all  failures. 

Thus  we  find  proven  the  idea  that  the  vital  force  is  ever  at 
work  in  the  human  economy,  and  all  that  it  needs  is  the  right 
material  to  work  with.  It  will  take  no  surplus  supply,  even  if 
be  given.  It  will  spend  its  energies  in  ejecting  that  which  it 
cannot  use.  Hence  he  who  is  able  to  supply  nature  with  just 
what  she  requires  and  no  more,  is  a  wise  and  far-seeing  physi- 
cian. The  vital  force  will  attend  to  the  disposition  of  the  sop- 
ply,  and  like  a  sentinel  on  the  alert,  will  endeavor  to  keep  off 
intruders. 

Perhaps  there  is  nothing  more  discouraging  to  the  earnest 
man  than  to  find  himself  assailed  by  a  thousand  and  one  time* 
old  fallacies  in  the  place  of  arguments  to  upset  his  proposi- 
tions, and  make  silence  seem  but  delusion.  But  tliere  are 
foundations  that  cannot  be  shaken,  and  they  may  be  discovered 
in  the  wants  and  requirements  of  the  human  structure  itself ; 
and  these  should  convince  us  all  of  the  grandeur  and  simplicity 
of  our  system  of  practice,  as  far  as  it  has  yet  attained  to  the 
harmony  and  development  that  enables  it  to  rest  on  certain 
unchanging  and  unchangeable  laws. 

The  future  of  our  science  is  clear  and  progress  is  certain. 
But  progress  signifies  a  moving  forward.  We  must  not,  we 
cannot  stand  still.  We  want  to  base  ourselves  on  the  great 
principle  of  our  science,  and  then  ascend  tier  by  tier,  building 
up  as  we  go,  a  temple  of  grand  and  perfect  proportions. 

To  this  end  we  want  to  learn  more  and  more  of  the  human 
system  itself.  We  are  not  yet  muchin advance  of  Hahnemann 
in  this  respect. 
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We  have  added  greatly  to  our  Materia  Medica  within  a  few 
years.  A  fine  testimony  to  the  universally  true  is  to  be  found 
in  the  recent  works  of  our  respected  co-laborer,  Prof  Hale. 
There  we  have  old  and  trusted  domestic  remedies  given  with 
the  specification  of  their  effects  under  the  old  methods  of  ad- 
ministration and  the  effect  of  more  minute  doses.  I  think  we 
have  almost  proven  for  us  already  the  fact  that  many  remedies 
act  with  as  great  if  not  greater  power  in  high  attenuation,  and 
that  these  are  mostly  mineral  combinations. 

While  vegetable  productions  having  their  properties  carried 
up  one  degree  nearer  to  the  human,  by  the  assimulation  of 
particles,  hold  already  the  remedial  agent  in  higher  dilutiol^ 
and  therefore  should  be  given  in  lower  potencies. 

I  do  not  however  feel  competent  to  prove  this  to  a  demon^ 
stration,  from  actual  experiment ;  but  if  we  base  our  practice 
upon  the  fundamental  principles  of  nature,  we  shall  find  nature^ 
ready  to  teach  us  at  every  turn. 

Our  future  lies  before  us — a  broad  and  open  field.  Who- 
ever treads  therein  need  not  fear,  lest  he  intrude  on  another's 
ground.  We  want  all  the  force,  all  the  power,  all  the  variety  of 
operation  that  we  can  obtain.  The  great  structure  of  plants 
has  as  yet  only  just  begun  to  be  opened.  The  wonderful 
essence  that  resides  in  the  growing  leaf  and  the  opening  bud, 
is  only  partly  revealed.  The  best  methods  of  distillation  must 
be  sought — the  separation  of  the  grosser  from  the  more  refined 
portions  of  these  essences  ;  the  disintegration  of  particle  from 
particle.  In  a  word,  we  want  discoveries  that  shall  make  a 
remedy  as  clear  to  us  as  are  the  combined  elements  of  water 
or  air. 

We  are  as  yet  almost  ignorant  of  the  combined  properties 
that  make  up  any  vegetable  structure.  The  chemist  may  tell 
us  that  there  is  Nitrogen,  Hydrogen,  Carbon  or  Oxygen,  and 
give  us  the  ingredients  or  properties  of  each.  But  not  in 
these  reside  altogether  the  curative  properties.  Wliere  is  this 
wonderful  power?  In  what  atom  lies  the  force  that  shall 
make  a  nerve  vibrate  with  new  vigor  ? 

What  hidden  cell  of  life  retains  its  vitality  through  all 
changes,  and  distributes  new  energy  to  some  dormant  power  ^ 
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We  can  only  dimly  conjecture  that  within  all  material  sub- 
stances reside  the  elements  that  have  built  up  the  human  frame, 
and,  that  united  to  these  indivisible  links  stands  every 
human  being. 

The  vital  force  of  the  plant  is  allied  to  his  vital  force.  The 
life  of  the  mineral  waits  to  be  combined  with  his  life.  But 
the  nearer  we  approach  to  the  recognition  of  the  true  princi- 
ples of  cure,  the  greater  power  we  shall  possess. 

From  whatever  point  of  view  we  look  at  the  progressive 
tendencies  of  our  times,  we  everywhere  see  that  the  world 
knows  no  such  word  as  rest.  In  all  the  varied  departments  of 
life,  we  are  constantly  startled  with  new  discoveries  ;  and  it 
needs  a  busy  brain  to  keep  itself  informed  even  of  the  new 
application  of  principles  in  art  and  science.  We  are  not  to 
suppose  that  any  truth,  whether  ethical,  philosophical  or  scien- 
tific, is  new ;  it  is  only  that  the  recognition  of  it,  is  for  the 
first  time  made,  and  a  new  light  dawns  in  the  mind  of  some 
discoverer. 

Ever  since  a  mineral  lay  in  its  bed,  or  a  plant  grew  from 
the  sod,  there  has  been  the  hidden  force,  and  the  atomic  dia- 
tribution  of  particles,  little  by  little  have  men  unfolded  the 
truths  that  nature  so  richly  holds,  and  we  can  almost  call 
disease  a  blessing  to  the  human  race,  since  through  it  men 
have  learned  to  bend  their  energies  to  the  unfolding  of  those 
laws  that  ally  man  to  the  world  about  him.  Patient  research 
has  opened  to  us  the  wonders  of  the  human  structure,  and 
scarcely  can  there  be  found  a  spot  in  the  body  that  has  not  its 
distinct  use  clearly  revealed,  its  familiar  name  given,  and  the 
mode  of  its  operation,  the  manner  of  its  building  up  and  its 
decay  set  forth. 

Men  with  clear  heads  and  willing  hands,  have  laid  open 
the  wonderful  mechanism  that  is  found  to  embody  every  prin- 
ciple of  mechanics.  And  are  we  to  suppose  the  end  is  reach- 
ed ?  Has  Carpenter  or  a  Dalton  grasped  the  ultimatum,  found 
the  full  power,  the  complete  beauty  of  the  human  structure  ? 
We  may  be  assured  that  it  is  not  so.  Each  age  brings  forth 
its  fresh  revelations.     We  want   still   clearer  brains,  and  yet 
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more  willing  hands,  and  what  one  man  cannot  do,  many  men 
can  help  do. 

To  this  end  we  are  ever  bound  to  be  on  the  alert  to  detect 
those  hidden  and  subtle  causes  of  life,  and  of  the  material 
action  of  life ;  or,  as  Hahnemann  expresses  it,  "  the  disturbed 
vital  force,"  We  have  also  important  duties  in  that  higher 
office  of  finding  how  mind  acts  on  matter,  and  becomes  an 
agent  of  cure  or  of  disease.  No  true  physician  can  fail  to  be 
a  preacher  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  of  peace.  Not  by  words 
but  by  a  life  consistent  with  the  high  vocation  he  has  chosen. 

The  spirit  in  man,  the  life  force  is  the  actor  in  the  field. 
To  no  other  power  can  he  appeal.  To  quote  again  from  our 
great  teacher,  Hahnemann :  "  In  disease,  this  spiritual  force, 
which  is  active  in  itself,  and  universally  present  in  the  body,  is 
the  only  one  which  at  first  perceives  the  dynamic  influence  of 
the  agent  hostile  to  life.  Having  been  disturbed  by  this  per- 
ception, this  force  becomes  capable  of  communicating  to  the 
organism  the  disagreeable  sensations  which  it  experiences,  and 
of  driving  it  to  those  unusual  actions  we  call  diseases." 

To  bring  peace  to  its  disturbed  condition  requires  no  rude 
band.  Delicate  as  the  touch  of  a  mother,  soothing  as  her  mag- 
netic life  should  be  that  power  that  allays  the  half-hidden  tem- 
pest in  the  human  frame. 

But  we  want  no  rude  experiments.  Life  in  all  its  phases 
is  too  valuable  to  be  tampered  with.  We  need  that  discern- 
ment and  tliat  sympathy  with  human  life  and  with  the  material 
world  that  shall  enable  us  to  take  from  the  latter  and  bestow  it 
for  the  perfection  of  the  former.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
but  that  at  some  moment,  in  every  form  of  disease,  the  right 
force,  added  to  the  eftbrts  of  nature,  would  throw  off  the 
unnatural  condition  and  restore  the  system  to  harmony.  But 
unfortunately  that  moment  may  have  passed  before  the  remedy 
could  be  applied,  or  the  right  one  perchance  was  not  clearly 
indicated.  Too  often,  however,  the  practitioner  follows  the 
beaten  road  of  custom  and  does  not  pause  to  look  at  the  lead- 
ings of  that  force  which  is  the  true  index  finger  pointing  to  the 
most  direct  road  to  restoration. 

•  But  we  are  in  less  danger  of  becoming  each  the  disciple  of 
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another,  because  the  divergence  in  homoeopathic  practice  is  so 
great,  that  to  consult  authority  results  too  often  in  one's  be- 
coming confused  and  finding  himself  entirely  without  land- 
marks. This  is  all  right  as  far  as  training  the  mind  to  research 
is  concerned,  but  it  is  not  always  right  thatthe  patient  should 
lack  the  speediest  and  most  appropriate  aid. 

For  this  reason  we  need  a  more  united  action  in  the  homoeo- 
pathic school,  and  the  bringing  together  of  the  experience  of 
the  most  studious  observers.  Sometimes  those  that  say  the 
least  and  work  silently  and  alone,  at  the  great  problem  of 
nature,  have  the  most  valuable  information. 

But  we  should  all  feel  that  every  new  discovery  belongs  to 
the  world  and  not  to  the  individual  that  makes  it.  All  great 
men  are  generous  in  giving.  They  claim  nothing  as  their  own, 
but  impart  as  freely  as  does  nature.  But  there  are  men  who 
hold  wonderful  curative  powers  in  their  hands,  who  are  reticent 
and  demand  the  compensation  of  favor  and  worldly  honor 
entirely  to  themselves. 

Our  beloved  master  bestowed  his  gifts  as  freely  as  he 
received  them.  He  generously  laid  open  his  most  valuable 
discoveries.  Because  he  cured  his  patients  with  a  minute  por- 
tion of  medicine,  was  with  him  no  reason  why  he  should 
declare  himself  an  opponent  to  the  old  theories  of  practice* 
He  could  have  kept  his  own  secret,  and  won  for  himself  fame 
and  wealth.  But  with  him  the  world  was  his  pupil  and  every 
sick  and  suffering  one  his  patient. 

He  would  declare  the  knowledge  that  he  had  gained*  and 
not  hide  it  under  a  bushel.  Look  at  the  result  ?  In  all  coun- 
tries and  in  all  tongues  the  new  truth  is  proclaimed.  Who 
can  selfishly  keep  to  himself  the  knowledge  that  he  has  gained 
by  experience,  after  such  an  example  ? 

And  now,  in  closing  my  imperfect  essay,  let  me  say  there 
is  one  heroic  course  for  each  of  us  to  pursue,  namely  :  to  pro- 
ceed with  unfaltering  steps  as  far  as  possible  towards  that 
higher  and  nobler  attainment  that  lies  before  each  one. 

Outside  influences,  the  slights  or  frowns  of  others,  their 
naisappreciation,  or  misrepresentation  can  never  influence  one 
iota  the  truth,  or  him  who  is  devoted  to  it. 

It  is  not  formal  aggrandizement  that  we  are  to  seek,  but  the 
more  perfect  unfolding  of  the  laws  that  ally  man  to  matter^ 
and  make  him  a  recipient  of  health  and  strength,  from  the 
right  use  of  those  forces  that  lie  almost  hidden  in  the  king^ 
doms  below  him. 

Let  this  be  our  aim — the  highest  use  and  the  most  perfect 
imderstanding. 


ijsitellautj* 


For  the  American  Homeopathie  Obserrw. 
XJHSDUCATED  PBACTITIONEBB  IN  MBDICINE. 


BY   K.    W.    NELSON,  M.   D. 


There  is  no  country  in  the  world  where  quackery  rules  so  predom.- 
inant  as  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  equality.  In  Europe,  if  a  medi- 
cal man  removes  to  any  other  country  than  that  in  which  he  gradu- 
ated, he  has  to  produce  his  qualifications  before  a  Boards  authorised 
to  examine  his  testimonials,  and  grant  him  a  license  to  practice.  For 
instance,  a  surgeon  or  physician  removing  from  England  to  Canada, 
on  arriving  in  the  colonies,  has  to  produce  his  diploma  and  be  prop- 
erly qualified  by  license.  A  physician  going  from  the  United  States 
to  practice  in  Canada,  has  to  produce  his  qualifications,  which  are 
accepted  as  testimony  that  he  has  properly  studied,  which  being  sat- 
is&ctory,  he  will  be  admitted  to  examination,  and  on  passing  he  will 
be  licensed  to  practice  ;  and  any  person  practicing  medicine  without 
being  properly  licensed,  in  England  or  the  British  Colonies,  is  sub* 
jectto  prosecution  and  fine  of  $250. 

In  Valparaiso,  West  coast  of  America,  a  doctor  is'obliged  to  reside 
twelve  months  in  the  place,  study  the  Spanish  language,  and  then 
pass  an  examination  in  medicine,  which  is  conducted  in  Spanishf 
else  he  is  not  allowed  to  practice ;  here  any  one,  nomatter  whether 
he  has  been  but  a  barber-surgeon  in  the  old  country,  or  never  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  in  the  new,  merely  awaking  to  his  owu 
extraordinary  merits,  thinking  that  he  knows  all  about  it,  that  it  is 
all  moonshine  to  attend  lectures  or  take  out  a  diploma,  that  in  fact  he 
was  bom  a  natural  doctor — which  means  he  was  born  a  natural  fool 
— sticks  out  his  shingle,  styles  himself  a  doctor,  berates  properly 
qualified  practitioners, and  rides  himself  into  a  practice.  And  when  at 
last  discovered  at  the  expense  of  many  valuable  lives,  either  entirely 
sacrificed  or  helplessly  reduced  to  invalidism,  removes  to  anothfc' 
place  to  boast  over  his  prowess  and  talent  as  a  physician. 

Uneducated  practitioners  in  medicine  (I  use  the  term  in  contra- 
distinction to  physician^-  they  not  being  such,)  men  who  have  never 
seen  the  inside  of  a  college,  nor  attended  a  course  of  lectures,  who 
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have  never  even  examined  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body,  are  per- 
fectly ignorant  of  physiology,  and  still  more  so  of  pathology,  dare  to 
tamper  with  human  life  and  prescribe  medicines  for  symptoms  with- 
out being  able  to  ascertain  what  disease  these  symptoms  denote. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  an  eminent  writer  of  one  time, — **  If  an 
arrogant  pretender  or  a  benevolent  enthusiast  were  to  call  upon  a 
manufacturer  or  mill  owner,  and  to  tell  him  that  his  cloth  is  not  good 
nor  well  finished,  or  that  his  damask  was  not  perfect,  the  pattern  was 
cot  clear,  and  the  fabrioof  a  bad  sort,  and  add  that  he  had  a  certain 
oil  or  spirit,  which  being  mixed  with  the  wool  or  rubbed  on  the 
machinery,  would  put  all  right  and  make  his  cloth  or  damask  the  very 
best  that  could  be  produced,  that  it  made  no  difference  whether  the 
machinery  was  in  bad  trim,  or  broken,  or  worn  out,  or  out  of  repair, 
or  whether  the  engine  man  neglected  his  duties,  or  whether  the  work- 
men were  in  disorder,  or  whether  the  governing  and  directing  head 
of  the  establishment  was  incompetent,  or  whether  the  wool  with  which 
the  machinery  was  fed  was  of  a  uniform  bad  quality  ;  no  matter  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  cloth  or  damask  being  imperfect,  only  rub  the 
bead  of  the  engine  with  this  wonderful  oil  or  spirit,  and  pour  two 
table-spoonfuls  of  it  every  morning  into  the  wool,  when  it  was  put  to 
the  slubbing  machine,  and  that  would  cure  all  defects — would  not 
the  proposal  be  laughed  at  by  every  workman  about  the  premises  as 
outrageously  absurd  ?  And  why  ?  Because  the  workmen  understand 
the  machinery  and  business  in  which  they  are  employed. 

Look  to  other  professions.  We  will  see  that  no  person  will  bo 
permitted  to  even  enter  a  pulpit  to  preach  unless  he  has  been  properly 
educated  and  ordained  to  the  ministry.  What  person  would  think  of 
entrusting  an  important  lawsuit  to  any  but  an  educated  lawyer,  yet 
the  qualifications  of  a  practitioner  in  medicine  are  never  questioned ; 
it  is  sufficient  that  in  some  high  flown  braggadocio  language,  he  would 
make  you  believe  that  he  is  pre-eminently  the  man  to  cure  all  the  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to. 

You  will  always  remark  that  this  class  of  men  are  in  the  habit  of 
button-holing  men  in  the  street,  and  giving  them  a  lecture  on  their 
extreme  merits  in  the  science  of  medicine  ;  it  is  their  universal 
theme  at  the  boarding  house  table,  at  all  social  gatherings,  and  in  fact 
wherever  they  can  intrude  their  presence  under  the  garb  of  friend- 
ship or  advice. 

The  incompetent  engineer,  who  ventures  to  meddle  with  a  piece 
of  machinery  without  understanding  its  powers  and  the  mechanism  of 
its  construction,  not  only  runs  a  risk  of  injuring  the  machine,  which 
possibly  he  might  make  little  account  of  or  disregard,  but  if  it  be  in 
action  at  the  time,  (as  in  the  analogy  attempted  to  be  drawn  in  the 
case  of  the  human  body«)  he  will  probably  himself  sufl^er  in  life  or 
limb,  the  penalty  for  his  rashness  in  intermeddling  with  that  which 
he  does  not  understand  ;  and  were  a  part  of  the  physical  mischief  re- 
sulting from  the  practice  of  empiricism,  to  fall  upon  the  empiric  him- 
self, the  portion  of  the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,  the  amount  of 
injury  of  their  fellow  creatures,  would  bo  considerably  diminished. 
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Tlie  remedy  against  these  eviU  is  perfectly  within  our  reach,  and 
as  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  to  ourselves,  to  the 
students  who  prefer  to  qualify  themselves  for  an  honorable  career, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  community,  we  call  upon  the  different 
State  Medical  Societies  to  have  such  legislation  upon  the  subject  as 
shall  remove  this  outcrying  evil  and  raise  the  profession  to  its  proper 
standard. 

To  effect  these  measures,  in  the  first  place,  no  person  should  be 
allowed  to  practice  medicine  without  obtaining  a  State  license.  Any 
physician,  whether  arriving  from  abroad  or  coming  from  another 
State,  and  wishing  to  go  into  practice  in  this  State,  should  first  pre- 
sent his  credentials  before  a  properly  authorised  Board,  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  closely  examine  the  same,  to 
see  that  the  name  on  the  diploma  was  correct,  and  that  there  had 
been  no  erasure  whereby  it  might  have  been  altered,  and  on  being 
satisfied  of  the  same,  would  grant  a  license  which  should  set  fortb 
the  name  of  the  physician  in  full,  the  college  where  he  graduated,, 
add  the  date  of  the  same.  Any  physician  attempting  to  practice 
without  such  license  should  be  liable  to  prosecution  and  fine  of  not 
less  than  fifty  dollars  for  every  offepce ;  and  that  on  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  physicians  in  practice  should,  witfiin  three  months,  pre* 
sent  their  credentials  and  obtain  their  licenses,  or  be  liable  to  pros- 
ecution and  fine,  as  above. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  life  insurance  companies,  especially 
those  which  are  starting  upon  the  homoeopathic  principle,  to  make  use 
•f  this  suggestion  without  waiting  for  legislation,  and  not  appoint 
any  physician  as  examining  physician  without  his  first  producing  his 
diploma,  as  it  might  entail  severe  pecuniary  losses  to  them  and  seri- 
ously  injure  their  reputation  to  have  such  men  connected  with  their 
institutions. 

In  the  second  place  then,  having  thus  secured  the  impossibility  of 
unqualified  men  practicing,  the  several  colleges  should  guard  against 
granting  diplomas  to  men  who  have  not  properly  studied  and  prepared 
themselves  to  exercise  their  art,  it  having  been  too  much  the  habit  of 
Professors  of  colleges  to  graduate  large  classes  of  students  every  com- 
mencement for  the  sake  of  the  fees,  thus  Ifgalizing  a  number  of  men 
who  are  not  really  prepared  and  who  must  learn  their  profession   at 
the  expense  oi  the  community  who  suppose  they  ar^  capable  because 
they  have  graduated.     These  things  should  not  be,  the  colleges  would 
study  their  own  interest  by  being  more  strict,  and  sending  forth  men^ 
capable  of  fulfilling  the  duties   they   promise,   and  reflecting  credit 
upon  their  Alma  Mater.     As  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  beautifully  expresses- 
it;     ''There  are  no  quacks  among  the  engineers,  because  everyone 
knows  that  an  engine  must  be  understood  by  him  who  would  repair- 
it.     When  this  truth  obtains  in  regard  to  medicine,   then,  and  not 
till  then,  wiU  that  most  complicated  of  machines  — the  human  frame 
— cease  to  be  confided,  in  the  derangement  of  its  functions  or    the 
diseases  of  its  structure,  to   any  one    who   is  ignorant  of  the  many- 
springs  of  its  action,  and  principles  of  its  composition." 


For  the  American  Homceopathie  Obserrer. 


utiiu  rf  ^tUtint. 


WAS  IT  ASIATIC  CHOLERA  OB  NOTf 


BY    8.  LILIENTHAL,  M.    D.,   NEW  YORK. 


Mrs.  B.  R ,  32  rears  old,  sanguine  temperament,    good 

constitution,  is  the  mother  of  three  healthy  children,  12,  9  and 
6  years  of  age,  and  usually  enjoying  good  health.  Four  or  five 
years  ago,  she  was  severely  aftected  with  follicular  angina,  but 
recovered  fully  after  a  few  months.  Last  summer  she  had  a 
slight  attack  of  remittent  fever,  but  got  well  after  a  few  days 
illness.  Since  then  enjoyed  good  heath,  free  of  care,  except 
the  drudgery  of  a  large  household,  and  endeared  to  a  large 
circle  of  relatives  and  friends,  she  could  look  hopefully  into 
the  future.  She  had  her  courses  for  the  last  time  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  June,  considering  herself  three  months  pregnant.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  week,  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  of  September, 
we  had  a  great  deal  of  rain,  foggy  mornings,  and  when  the 
sun  was  out,  hot  and  heavy.  Abdominal  diseases  slightly  in- 
creased again  in  our  city.  Mrs.  R.  began  to  suffer  from  a  bil- 
ious diarrhoea.  On  Sunday,  the  16th,  she  took  several  family 
medicines  and  cholera  drops,  but  it  run  on  for  several  days, 
without  being  checked.  Wednesday,  the  19th,  for  the  first 
time,  she  lost  her  appetite,  felt  nausea,  vomited  towards 
morning,  and  the  diarrhoea  increased  during  the  night.  About 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  she  had  a  show,  and  fearing  a  mis- 
carriage, she  concluded  to  keep  her  bed. 

Thursday,  20th. — Flow  increases  to  regular,  but  moderate 
flooding,  and  about  noon  her  husband  came  for  medical  advice, 

I  saw  her  about  an  hour  later,  the  foetus,  well-formed  for 
three  months,  about  the  length  of  a  finger,  with  a  navel-string 
about  the  size  of  coarse  thread,  had  come  away  about  an  hour 
before  under  severe  labor  pains,  and  flooding  had  increased. 
She  complained  of  not  having  passed  water  since  the  evening 
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before,  liad  a  haggard  look  for  such  a  short  illness,  and  passed 
large  clots  of  blood,  with  severe  pain  in  the  back,  and  soreness 
over  the  whole  abdomen.  Excruciating  thirst,  restlessness, 
•clammy  perspiration  of  face  and  hands-;  faintishness,  but  mind 
<^alm,  acknowledging  the  serious  condition  she  is  in. 

Examining  per  vaginam,  I  found  it  full  of  clots,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  open.  My  own  experience,  corresponding 
wifli  that  of  many  other  physicians,  I  gave  Trillium  in  full  con- 
^dence  that  it  would  relieve  her.  Three  p.  m. — No  better, 
hooding  more  moderate,  but  steady  ;  more  bright  red  and  fluid. 
Complains  greatly  of  the  buri^ng,  unquenchable  thirst,  could 
drink  a  full  pitcherful ;  and  as  to  her  weakness  she  cannot 
understand  how  one  can  become  so  weak  in  a  few  hours.  I 
•changed  to  Sabina,  which  corresponds  in  its  symptoms  to  that 
^excessive  weariness,  retention  of  urine,  abortion  and  flooding — 
•even  diarrhoea.  8  p.  m. — Her  state  is  getting  worse,  as  nothing 
rseems  to  control  her  flooding.  Mustard  plaster  betweim  the 
shoulder  blades,  ice  in  the  vagina  and  on  the  genitals,  inter- 
nally Sabina  and  Hamamelis.  Digitalis  and  Opium  were 
thought  of,  but  I  would  wait  yet  before  firing  off  those  big 
allopathic  guns. 

10  p.  M. — Nausea  increases  ;  her  chest  feels  as  if  she  would 
choke,Jher  inside  is  burning  up,  she  says.  Faintness  ;  cold, 
wrinkled  hands  ;  pulse  fading  ;  expression  of  the  face  anxious 
and  dirty  looking  ;  flooding  nearly  checked.  Urinated  freely 
about  11  o'clock  and  had  a  bilious  smelling  passage,  which  in- 
creased the  flooding  again.  Arsenicum  and  brandy  every  fif- 
teen minutes. 

1  A.  M. — No  more  vomiting,  lies  [more  quiet,  hemorrhage 
nearly  stopped,  but  is  evidently  sinking.  Arsenicum,  Crotalus 
and  brandy. 

[Crotalus  has  helped  us  out  this  summer  in  several  severe 
•cases  of  dysentery,  with  typhoid  symptoms]. 

9  A.  M. — No  reaction  took  place,  and  she  died  quietly,  per- 
fectly comjK)sed,  having  her  senses  to  the  last. 

This  is  a  plain  statement  of  an  unsuccessful,  but  instructive 
case,  and  I  acknowledge  now,  with  deep  humility,  that  if  1  ever 
have  another  case  with  the  same  symptoms,  I  would  treat  it 
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differently.  Let  us  examine  it  more  critically.  It  is  noth- 
ing else  but  a  case  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  and  the  abortion  merely 
the  sequel ;  a  reflex  action,  communicated  from  the  bowels  to 
the  utv^rus.  In  this  way,  during  the  days  of  neglected  diar- 
rhoea, and  by  it,  contraction  of  the  uterus  were  at  last  provoked, 
terminating  in  abortion;  and  we  believe  the  connection  between 
really  serious  and  even  fatal  disturbance  of  the  gastro-in- 
testinal  mucous  membranes  and  pregnancy,  is  more  common 
than  has  been  suspected. 

In  our  case  the  foetus  was  discharged  already,  after  a  few 
hours ;  and  the  flooding,  although  lasting  12  hours,  could  not 
have  been  the  cause  of  death,  for  in  those  earlier  months  of 
pregnancy  the  blood-vessels  are  a  great  deal  h*ss  developed,  as 
it  would  be  in  post-partum  hemorrhage,  and  our  patient  even 
in  death  had  more  of  a  bluish  than  a  blanched  aspect.  Every 
physician  can  bring  cases  to  his  mind  where  it  took  even  weeks 
before  the  flooding  was  entirely  stopped,  and  the  women  recov- 
ered quickly  iu  spite  of  the  loss  of  blood.  In  embryonic  abor- 
tions the  placenta  has  not  formed  any  uterine  attachments  yet, 
and  even  its  retention  then  could  not  have  been  the  cause  of 
death,  although  we  sincerely  believe  that  the  labor  pains 
brought  it  away  with  some  of  the  clots,  after  the  foetus  was 
discharged,  and  even  in  later  months,  the  placenta  is  frequently 
retained  until  putrefaction  takes  place,  passing  away  piece- 
meal, as  it  were,  and  the  patients  recover  without  injury.  Let 
us  inquire,  furthermore,  what  are  the  usual  symptoms  of  abor- 
tion ?  And  we  have,  chill,  labor-pains,  soreness  over  part  or 
whole  of  the  abdomen,  and  hemonhage. 

Now  to  the  symptoms  of  cholera  :  As  prodrome  we  have 
that  diarrhoea,  with  its  usual  exhausted  feeling,  which  proves  it 
to  be  not  a  common  looseness  of  the  bowels  only.  Has  the 
cholera  poison  struck  deeper,  we  find  severe  thirst,  anuria,  clam- 
my state  of  the  skin,  with  or  without  coldness,  cramps  of  the 
extremities  added  to  the  purging  and  vomiting.  And  if  this 
death-dealing  poison  strikes  with  its  utmost,  terrible  force,  the 
great  nerve  centres,  and  we  wonder  that  no  reaction  whatever 
takes  place,  and  the  patient  succumbs  at  once,  as  if  struck  by 
lightning.     Hale,  in  his  great  work,  gives  cholera  as  a  cause  of 
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abortion,  which  usually  takes  place  after  the  onset  of  the  chol- 
era attack.  We  find  nearly  the  same  relations  in  confluent 
small  pox,  followed  by  the  death  of  the  mother,  and  very  fre- 
quently in  severe  cases  of  typhus. 

"  Similia  similibus  curantur''  contains  in  its  fullest  sense 
also  the  "indicatio  causalis,''  and  the  old  adage  "sublata  causa 
tollit  effectus,"  holds  also  good  in  our  therapeutics.  My  pa- 
tient suffered  from  cholera,  although  rice-water  discharges  were 
not  confirmed  by  ocular  demonstration,  as  all  her  symptoms 
clearly  show,  especially  the  early  stoppage  of  all  urinary  secre- 
tion ;  and  instead  of  losing  time  with  uterine  remedies,  I  think 
our  duty  points  us  out  to  attack  the  enemy  in  its  stronghold  by 
anti-choleric  remedies.     Let  us  see. 

1.  Arsenicum,  in  cholera,  according  to  Baer  and  Kafka,  es- 
pecially indicated  where,  without  much  forewarning,  the  attack 
appears  right  off  in  its  fall  severity.  Collapse  at  once,  filiform 
pulse,  with  severe  palpitation  ;  great  dyspnoea,  unspeakable 
anxiety  and  restlessness  ;  unquenchable  thirst  ;  burning  pains 
in  the  stomach  and  abdomen  ;  perfect  stoppage  of  all  urinary 
secretion.  Its  uterine  symptoms  give  us  profuse  hemorrhage, 
with  discharge  of  black  clots,  and  lancinating,  pinching  pains 
in  the  back  and  sides  of  the  abdomen. 

2  Apis  mellifica. — We  are  now  treating  a  great  many  cases 
of  dysenteric  diarrhoea  where  Apis  50  has  done  us  more  good 
than  any  other  remedy.  Our  indications  are  :  Green,  or  yellow, 
watery  stools,  with  mucus  and  epithelial  shreds,  sometimes  con- 
taining considerable  blood.  Bowels  are  sore  even  to  the  touch; 
griping  pains  before  stool,  and  continuing  even  after  it.  In 
pure  dysenterica,  it  left  us  entirely  in  the  lurch.  Diminution 
of  urinary  symptoms  is  another  of  its  symptoms.  Its  abortive 
qualities  were  known  years  ago,  and  its  action  on  the  uterus 
proven  in  many  a  case.  In  the  beginning  of  our  case.  Apis 
might  have  checked  the  diarrhoea  and  thus  kept  the  abortion 
off. 

3.  Crotalus.  I  should  think  that  this  remedy  might  help 
us  out  in  cases  of  coUapse  in  those  quickly  fatal  cases,  and 
bring  on  some  reaction.     Our  provings  are  very  meagre,  yet  in 

33 
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some  cases  of  typhoid  dysentery  it  has  done  us  valuable  service, 
also  in  some  cases  of  spinal  meningitis. 

4.  Secale  comutum — ^has  uterine  symptoms  enough,  to  make 
it  a  simile,  and  adding  to  it  its  many  choleraic  symptoms,  ought 
to  be  one  of  our  first  remedies  thought  of  in  such  an  aggrava- 
ted case.  Yet  neither  Kafka  nor  Baer  speak  favorably  of  it  in 
cholera,  and  Hale  finds  it  only  suitable  to  feeble,  exhausted  ca- 
chectic w^omen.      Alas  !     In  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there 

is  not  always  help  ! 

5.  Acidum  Hydrocyanicum — a,  great  but  not  sufficiently 

tried  remedy,  in  these  cases  which  end  fatally  in  a  few  hours  ; 
but  neither  uterine  or  hemorrhagic  symptoms  are  found  in 
the  provings,  or  in  cases  of  poisoning.  All  other  acids  work  too 
slowly  to  be  of  any  effect  in  such  cases. 

Arsenicum  and  Secale  are  therefore  the  remedies. which  hold 
out  some  promise  of  success,  although  there  always  will  be 
cases  which  baffle  all  our  skill.  Was  this  case  one  of  them  ? 
I  would  thank  our  friends — Hale,  Ludlam  and  others — to  give 
us  their  experience  in  such  cases. 


The  above  article  was  accompanied  by  the  following  note  : 

New  York,  2S0  West  25th  St.,  Sept.  26th,  »66. 
Dr.  Edwin  A,  Lodge.— Dear  Colleague  Enclosed  I  send  you  my  first  contribution  toyour  val- 
ued journal.  You  see  I  want  my  unsuccessful  case  widely  distributed,  if  you  think  the  case 
worth  printing ;  but  I  confess  that  I  felt  more  easy  in  my  mind  when  I  heard  from  |  Dr.  Harris 
our  Sanitary  Inspector,  that  51th  and  55th  sts.,  near  Broadway,  was  last  week  an  infected  dis- 
trict, as  several  cases  of  Cholera  Asiatica  ended  fatally  in  that  neighborhood. 

Eratemallv  Yours.  S.  LILIENTHAL,  M.  D. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

USES    OF    THE    COLPEURYNTER. 


BY   DK.    JOHN   DOY. 


As  I  have  not  seen  anything  in  the  medical  papers  that 
treats  upon  the  uses  of  the  colpeurynter,  and  as  it  has  been 
suggested  that  some  one  who  has  used  it  should  report,  I  will 
give  my  experience  with  it. 

Mrs.  A ,  a  young  married  woman  ;  never  had  a  child  ; 

strained    herself   while   whitewashing ;    a  hemorrhage   com- 
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menced  from  the  uterus  with  pain,  and  continued,  notwith- 
standing Hamamelis,  Nitric  acid,  Aletris,  Secale,  and  various 
other  drugs  that  are  generally  used.  After  thus  lingering  on 
for  four  days,  I  rolled  up  the  compound  colpeurynter  into  as  small 
a  compass  as  possible,  anointed  it  with  a  little  fresh  lard,  and 
inserted  it  into  the  vagina  ;  I  then  inflated  it.  This  acted  as  a 
tampon.  After  preventing  the  escape  of  air  by  a  ligature,  I 
attached  an  Essex  syringe  to  the  outside  tube  and  injected 
very  warm  water,  until  the  patient  gave  signs  of  increased 
pain.  After  half  an  hour  I  let  out  the  water,  and  used  more, 
quite  warm,  which  brought  on  regular  pains,  and  in  six  hours 
after  commencing,  thus  using  water  but  twice,  pains  became 
very  strong  and  regular.  I  then  withdrew  the  instrument  and 
the  contents  of  the  uterus  were  discharged.  In  a  few  days,  by 
being  quiet,  the  patient  recovered.  This  will  illustrate  its  use 
in  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  where  it  is  necessary  to  produce 
uterine  contractions. 

Mrs.  B was  attacked  with  uterine  hemorrhage  of  an 

alarming  character.  I  was  unable  to  control  it  until  I  inserted 
the  colpeurynter,  filled  it  with  air,  and  by  the  side  tube  threw 
up  a  quantity  of  ice  or  cold  water,  changing  it  again  in  fifteen 
minutes.  In  one  hour  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  discharge  had  nearly  ceased,  and  no  further  use  for  the 
instrument  was  called  for. 

Mrs.  C ,  formerly  a  factory  girl,  with  deformed  pelvis, 

when  seven  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  was  taken  with  very 
irregular  pains  and  thus  continued  for  eight  days.  She 
begged  me  to  do  something  to  ease  her  pains.  I  used  the 
instrument  to  assist  in  dilatation,  which  answered  an  excellent 
purpose,  in  her  delivery. 

Having  given  its  general  use  in  my  hands,  and  taken  up 
sufficient  of  your  valuable  space,  I  will  conclude  with  asking 
our  friends  who  write,  to  make  their  communications  as  plain 
as  possible. 


^atoia  ^him. 


A  PROVINa  OF  ITYBICA  CEBIFBBA.« 


BY   LELAND    WALKER,    M.    D 


Description. — This  plant,  known  also  by  the  name  of  wax  myrtle, 
wax  berry,  etc.,  is  a  branching  half-evergreen  shrub,  from  ono  to 
twelve  feet  in  height,  and  covered  with  a  grayish  bark.  The  leaves 
are  glabrous  cuneatc-lanceolate,  rather  acute  or  obtuse,  distinctly 
petiolate,  margin  entire,  but  more  frequently  remotely  dentate,  par- 
ticularly toward  the  end,  paler  and  with  distinct  veinlets  beneath, 
generally  twisted  or  revolute  in  their  mode  of  growth,  shining  and 
resinous,  dotted  on  both  sides,  and  from  an  inch  and  a  half  to 
two  inches  and  a  half  in  length,  by  half  an  inch  to  three  quarters  in 
width.  The  fiowers  appear  in  May,  before  the  leaves  are  fully  expand- 
ed. The  males  grow  in  aments,  which  are  sessile,  erect,  from  six  to 
nine  lines  in  length ;  originating  from  the  sides  of  the  last  year's 
twigs.  Every  flower  is  formed  by  a  concave  rhomboidal  scale,  con- 
taining three  or  four  pairs  of  roundish  anthers  on  a  branched  footstalk. 
The  females,  which  are  on  a  different  shrub,  are  less  than  half  the 
size  of  the  males,  and  consist  of  narrower  scales,  with  each  an  ovate 
ovary,  and  two  filiform  styles.  To  these  aments  succeed  clusters  or 
aggregations  of  small  globular  fruits,  resembling  berries,  which  arc 
at  first  green,  but  finally  become  nearly  white.  They  consist  of  a 
hard  stone  enclosing  a  dicotyledonous  kernel.  The  stone  is  studded 
on  its  outside  with  small  black  grains,  resembling  fine  gunpowder, 
over  which  is  a  crust  of  dry,  greenish-white  wax,  fitted  to  the  grains, 
and  giving  the  surface  of  the  fruit  a  granulated  appearance.  The 
^ruit  is  persistent  for  two  or  three  years.  This  plant  is  found  in  dry 
woods  or  in  open  fields,  from  Canada  to  Florida.  The  bark  of  the 
root  is  the  officinal  part ;  boiling  water  extracts  its  astringent,  and 
alcohol  its  stimulating  principles. 

PROVING. 

I  am  in  good  health  and  have  been  for  a  long  time :  bowels  regu- 
lar, once  a  day  ;  urine  a  light  amber  color  and  normal  in  quantity ; 
temperament,   nervo-bilious,  with  a  little  of  the    sanguine  ;  of   mild 

*  A  graduating  Thesis  submitted  ly  him  to  the  Faculty  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College— 
class  of  '65-S. 
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disposition  ;  occupation,  student  of  medicine ;  of  strictly  temperate 
habits  ;  usual  hours  of  sleep  from  1 1  p.  m.  to  6  a.  m.  ;  take  my  meals 
regular,  three  times  a  day ;  exercise  freely  by  walking  in  the 
open  air. 

Nov.  25th,  1865.— Weather  warm  and  dry.  9:30  a.  m.,  took  10 
drops  of  the  1st  decimal  dilution.  12:30  p.  m.,  repeated.  6  p.  m.. 
repeated.  9  p,  m.,  repeated.  11  p.  m.,  no  symptoms,  repeated  the 
10  drops  and  retired  for  the  night. 

Nov.  26th. — Slept  well  all  night,  pulse  54.  8  a.  m.,  took  20 
drops.  9.  A.  M.,  had  a  natural  stool.  12:30  p.  m.,  pulse  75  (before 
eating,)  repeated.  5:50  p.  m.,  no  symptoms,  only  feeling  a  little  tired, 
repeated.     11  p.  m.,  feeling  well,  pulse  71,  full  and  soft,  repeated. 

Nov.  27th,  7  A.  M  ,  took  30  drops,  10:30  a.  m.,  repeated.  2  p,  m., 
no  symptoms,  repeated.  4:40  p.  m.,  repeated.  9:40  p.  m.  took 
60  drops. 

Nov.  28th. — Awoke  with  dull  heavy  pain  in  the  frontis  and 
through  the  temples  ;  pulse  51,  feeble  and  irregular ;  had  amorous 
dreams  and  emission  of  semen,  an  unusual  occurence,  not  having  been 

subject  to  a  like  circumstance  before  within  my  recollection  ;  pain  in 
head,  worse  when  stooping  or  moving  about.  9:30  a.  m.,  took  20 
drops  of  the  mother  tincture.  12:50  p.  m.,  pulse  65,  (before 
eating,)  repeated.  4:50  p.  m.,  took  30  drops.  11  p.  m.,  pulse  59, 
repeated. 

Nov,  29. — Slept  well  through  the  night;  pulse  60;  7:30  a.  m., 
took  50  drops.  9  a.  m.,  had  a  natural  stool.  12:50  p.  m  ,  felt  dull 
and  drowsy  for  the  last  two  hours  ;  dull  heavy  pain  through  the  front 
portion  of  the  head,  worst  in  the  left  temporal  region;  increased  appe- 
tite ;  unpleasant  fullness  in  the  stomach  and  upper  part  of  the  abdo- 
men; feel  better  in  the  open  air.  2  p.  m.,  pulse  65,  (one  hour  after 
eating.)  6  p.  m.,  constant  hunger,  yet  a  sensation  of  fullness,  as  if  I 
had  just  eaten  a  hearty  meal,  although  nothing  has  been  taken  into 
the  stomach  since  1  o'clock  p.  m.;  pulse  70,  full  and  strong.  11  p.  m., 
pulse  72,  full  and  strong ;  have  had  dull  pain  in  the  forehead  and  eyes 
all  the  evening,  and  felt  drowsy  and  stupid,  except  when  walking  in 
the  open  air  ;  took  60  drops  and  retired. 

Nov,  30th. — Slept  sound,  more  so  than  usual,  and  until  after  7 
A.  M.,  awoke  with  dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  forehead  and  through  the 
temples  ;  the  same  sensation  of  hunger  and  fullness  of  the  stomach 
and  abdomen,  with  rumbling  of  bowels  ;  pulse  56  and  feeble.  8  a. 
M.,  took  60  drops.  9  a.  m.,  natural  stool;  pulse  71;  3:30  p.  m.,  dull, 
aching  pain  all  through  the  head  and  in  the  neck  ;  aching  pain  in  the 
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upper  aod  lower  extremities  ;  have  several  times  during  the  last  two 
days  felt  a  sharp  piercing  pain  at  the  inner  side  of  the  loft  knee  joint, 
but  passing  off  so  quickly,  I  have  not  thought  it  worthy  of  much 
notice;  weather  is  cold  and  danp,  9:40  p.  m.,  pulse  70;  craving 
hunger ;  fullness  of  the  stomach  and  abdomen ;  head  symptoms  less 
severe  than  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ;  took  100  drops. 

Dec.  1st. — 7  A.  M.,  dull  heavy  pains  all  through  the  head,  most 
severe  in  the  frontis  and  through  the  temples  ;  pain  and  stiffness  in 
the  neck,  especially  in  the  nape  ;  dull  pain  in  all  the  extremities ; 
had  a  restless  night,  considerable  dreaming  but  cannot  recollect  any- 
thing particularly  about  the  subjects  dreamed  of ;  pulse  52 ;  took  140 
drops.  9  A.  M.,  stool  natural.  11  a.  m.,  pain  all  through  the  head 
quite  severe  in  the  temples,  with  throbbing  in  the  superficial  veins, 
attended  with  a  semi-stupor;  pulse  75;  weather  cool.  1.  p.  m.,  the 
the  symptoms,  somewhat  mitigated ;  dull,  dragging  pain  in  the  small 
of  the  back,  quite  severe  at  times  ;  increase  of  urine  during  the  last 
three  days,  constant,  craving  appetite,  with  sensation  of  fullness  in 
the  stomach  and  abdomen;  pulse  66,  (before  eating).  10:30  p.m., 
the  same  symptoms  continue  as  noted  during  the  day  ;  pulse  62 ; 
took  no  more  of  the  drug, 

D§c.  2d. — 7:30  a,  m.,  slept  very  well  all  night;  awoke  with  dull 
pain  in  the  frontis  and  temples,  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back,  about 
the  same  as  yesterday,  only  more  persistent;  pulse  72;  9  a.  m., 
stool  natural.  12:50  p.  m«,  dull  pain  in  the  frontis  and  through  the 
temples,  and  in  the  muscles  of  the  neck  ;  a  kind  of  drowsy  stupor  ; 
constant,  dull,  dragging  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back ;  not  very 
severe ;  pulse  62,  (before  eating);  11:30  p.  m.,  same  symptoms  con- 
tinued during  the  day,  though  less  severe  ;  pulse  70. 

Dec.  3, — Awoke  with  dull,  heavy  pain  in  frontis  and  through  the 
temples,  throbbing  in  the  superficial  veins  of  the  head  ;  pain  in  the 
back,  less  severe;  pulse  78.  9:30  a.  m.,  stool  nearly  natural.  6  p.m., 
have  had  drowsiness  attended  with  vertigo,  most  of  the  time  through 
the  day ;  craving  hunger,  with  sense  of  fullness  in  the  stomach  and 
bowels  ;  pulse  76  (before  eating).  11  p.  m.,  pain  in  the  back ;  contin- 
uous head  symptoms  less  severe;  pain  under  the  left  scapula;  pulse 
65 ;  passed  31  ounces  high  colored  urine,  during  the  last  24  hours, 
specific  gravity  1020, 

Dec.  4th. — Slept  soundly  through  the  night ;  awoke  about  day- 
light, with  severe  pain  in  the  frontis  and  temples ;  eyes  feel  swollen 
and  with  a  yellowish  tint ;  dull  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back  ;  feel 
better  after  a  light  breakfast ;  the  same  fullness  of  stomach  and  bow- 
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els,  and  craving  hunger  as  before  mentioned ;  pulse  71  (before  eat- 
ing ;).  9.  A.  M.,  stool  nearly  of  natural  consistency,  but  lighter  col- 
ored than  usual ;  12:40  p.  m.,  have  been  dull  and  drowsy,  attended 
with  vertigo,  much  of  the  time,  during  lectures,  all  the  forenoon  ;  but 
not  much  pain  in  the  head;  dull  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back ;  a 
sharp  pain  once  (lasting  but  a  few  minutes)  in  the  chest,  in  the  region 
of  the  heart;  pulse  56  (before  eating).  11  p.  m.,  head  and  back  symp- 
toms slightly  mitigated ;  pulse  61 ;  passed  43  ounces  urine  during 
the  last  24  hours,  color  nearly  normal ;  have  no  means  of  testing  the 
specific  gravity. 

Dec.  6th. — Slept  very  well  through  the  night;  awoke  with  severe 
headache  ;  better  after  rising  and  washing  with  cold  water ;  fullness 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels  ;  craving  hunger ;  pulse  54,  (before  eat- 
ing). 8:30  A.  M ,  stool  natural,  only  too  light  colored ;  pulse  71» 
(after  eating).  12:50  p.  m.,  head  and  back  symptoms  very  much  mit- 
igated ;  coldness  of  the  lower  extremities,  with  pain  from  the  knees 
down  ;  pulse  61,  (before  eating).  6:20  p.  m.,  continue  to  feel  hungry, 
yet  a  sensation  of  repletion ;  pulse  68,  (before  eating).  11  p.  m., 
pulse  60 ;  passed  36  ounces  urine  to-day,  color  nearly  normal ;  spe- 
cific gravity  1013;  a  light  colored  sediment  after  standing,  (the 
first  that  has  been  observed). 

Dec.  6th. — Slept  quietly  all  night ;  awoke  feeling  quite  well ; 
pulse  59,  (before  eating);  appetite  nearly  normal.  9  a.  m.,  stool 
lighter  color.  4:30  p.  m.,  have  been  drowsy  while  sitting  in  the  lec- 
ture room  this  afternoon ;  feel  better  in  the  open  air  ;  pulse  82.  11 
p.  M.,  pulse  66 ;  feeling  better ;  passed  37  ounces  urine  during  the 
last  24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1028 :  considerable  light  colored  sedi- 
ment after   standing. 

Dec.  7th. — Feeling  well ;  pulse  normal.  9  a.  m.,  stool  natural. 
10  p.  M.,  passed  23  ounces  urine  during  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific 
gravity  1031;  considerable  light,  brownish  colored  sediment,  after 
standing. 

Dec.  8th. — Pulse  76,  (half  an  hour  after  eating).  8:30  a.  m.,  stool 
natural.  12:50  p.  m.,  appetite  natural;  feeling  well.  10:50  p.  m., 
pulse  normal ;  passed  47  ounces  urine  during  the  last  24  hours  ;  spe- 
cific gravity  1024 ;  no  sediment  discovered. 

Dec.  9th. — 9:30  a.  m.,  stool  natural ;  weather  cold  and  snowing. 
11:40  p.  M.,  pulse  68  ;  feeling  well ;  passed  24  ounces  of  urine  today; 
specific  gravity  1035. 

Dec.  11th. — 11  p.  M.,  feeling  well;  pulse  normal;  passed  22 
ounces  of  urine  during  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1029. 
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Deo.  11th. — Weather  cold.  8:30  a.  m.,  natural  stool;  feeling 
about  the  same  as  yesterday.  10:40  p.  m.,  passed  40  ounces  of  urine 
during  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1022. 

Dec.  12th. — Bowels  regular  ;  pulse  normal ;  passed  33  ounces  of 
urine  to-day  ;  specific  gravity  1026. 

Dec.  13th. — Weather  very  cold  ;  feel  well ;  pulse  normal ;  appe- 
tite good.  10:40  p.  M.,  passed  33  ounces  of  urine  during  the  last  24 
hours  ;  specific  gravity  1021. 

PROVING  WITH    THE  BARK. 

Dec.  14th,  1865. — Commenced  the  proving  with  the  crude  pulver- 
ized bark.  7:30  a.  m.,  took  five  grains  ;  weather  very  cold.  11  p. 
M.,  no  symptoms ;  passed  27  ounces  of  amber  colored  urine  during  the 
last  25  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1028. 

Dec.  15th. — 7:30  a.  m.,  no  symptoms  worthy  of  notice  ;  took  10 
grains  (before  eating).  9  a.  m.,  stool  natural,  10:40  p.  m.,  no  head 
symptoms  worthy  of  record ;  dull  aching  pain  in  the  small  of  the 
back  ;  passed  28  ounces  of  urine  during  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific 
gravity  1028. 

Dec.  16th. — Awoke  with  dull  pain  in  the  frontis  and  temples ; 
dragging,  aching  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back ;  slight  soreness  in  the 
throat.  9  a.  m.,  regular  motion  of  the  bowels.  12:40  p.  m.,  throa^t 
sore  ;  dull  pain  in  the  back  continues  ;  head  feels  better.  11  p.  m., 
pulse  76  and  full ;  head  clear ;  back  and  throat  continue  about  the 
same  as  through  the  day  ;  passed  24  ounces  of  urine  during  the  last 
24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1030  ;  color  a  little  darker  than  usual. 

Dec.  17th. — Awoke  with  dull  pains  in  the  head  and  back ;  pulse 
63,  small  and  feeble  ;  feel  hungry;  fullness  in  the  stomach  and  abdo- 
men. 8  a.  m.,  took  20  grains.  10  a.  m.,  natural  movement  of  the 
bowels.  2  p.  M.,  pulse  normal ;  head  and  back  about  the  same  as  in 
the  morning ;  throat  feels  sore.  Put  some  of  the  pulverized  bark, 
moistened  with  water,  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  fore  arm.  10:30 
p.  M.,  throat  sore,  sensation  of  a  foreign  subslance  requiring  it  to  be 
frequently  cleared  ;  deglutition  rather  painful  ;  pain  in  the  head  and 
temples  rather  less  continued  ;  dragging  pain  in  the  small  of  the 
back  ;  passed  27  ounces  dark  colored  urine  during  the  last  24  hours  ; 
specific  gravity  1024. 

Dec.  18th. — Awoke  with  dull  pain  in  the  frontis  and  temples*  and 
in  the  small  of  the  back ;  constricted  feeling  in  the  throat ;  throat 
feels  swollen  inside.  8:30  a.  m.,  stool  rather  light  colored,  but  of 
natural  consistency  ;  pulse  SO,  (one   hour   after   eating).     1:20  p.  m., 
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head  feels  better ;  throat  and  back  the  same.  5  p.  m.  pulse  76, 
(before  eating) ;  craving  hunger ;  fullness  in  the  stomach  and  abdo- 
men as  after  a  hearty  meal.  11  p.  m.,  pulse  71 ;  feeling  better, 
except  the  craving  hunger  and  fullness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach 
and  abdomen,  that  being  continued ;  passed  30  ounces  of  urine  to-day; 
specific  gravity  1023,  rather  darker  than  usual. 

Dec.  19th. — Awoke  with  the  same  head,  back  and  throat  symp- 
toms as  yesterday  morning.  7:30  a.  m.,  took  40  grains  ;  nausea  and 
gagging  without  being  able  to  vomit,  soon  after  taking  the  drug.  9  a. 
M.,  light  colored  stool  of  nearly  natural  consistence.  2:30  p.  m.,  pulse 
71,  (after  eating) ;  head  feels  better ;  throat  rough  and  constricted  ; 
dull  pain  in  the  back ;  fullness  in  the  stomach  and  abdomen  ;  constant 
craving  hunger.  10:30  p.  m.,  pulse  72 ;  slight  pain  in  the  head ; 
roughness  of  the  throat  requiring  it  to  be  constantly  cleared ;  fullness 
in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  abdomen  ;  dull  pain  in  the  back ; 
passd  31  ounces  of  dark  colored  urine  during  the  last  24  hours;  a 
pinkish  brown  sediment  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  after  stand- 
ing; specific  gravity  1024. 

Dec.  20th. — Awoke  with  slight  headache  ;  constriction  of  the 
throat,  dull  dragging  pains  in  the  back  ;  pulse  60  ;  fullness  in  the 
stomach  and  abdomen;  appetite  poor.  6  a.  m.,  loose,  light  colored 
stool.  Took  80  grains.  11:30  r.  m.,  pulse  70,  (before  eating);  con- 
stant need  to  swallow,  from  sense  of  constriction  in  the  throat ;  dull 
pain  in  the  frontis  and  temples  ;  deficient  concentration  of  the  mind 
on  any  subject ;  dragging  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back  ;  fullness  and 
pressure  in  the  stomach.  10:30  p.  m.,  pulse  76 ;  all  the  symptoms 
continue  about  the  same  ;  stringy  mucus  in  the  throat,  detached  with 
difficulty ;  frequent  eructation  of  flatus  from  the  stomach ;  drowsy 
stupor,  very  difficult  to  keep  the  mind  concentrated  on  any  one  thing 
long  at  a  time  ;  eyes  feel  heavy  and  dull ;  the  topical  application  on 
the  arm  made  no  sensible  impression  on  the  skin  ;  passed  21  ounces 
of  high  colored  urine  within  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific  gravity 
1030. 

Dec,  2l8t. — Awoke  feeling  tired,  as  if  I  had  been  laboring  hard  ; 
scalp  feels  sore  to  the  touch  ;  dull,  drowsy  sensation  of  the  head, 
hardly  to  be  called  a  pain  ;  dragging  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back  ; 
eyes  feel  heavy  and  weak.  9  a.  m. — pulse  66,  (after  eating) ;  took 
160  grains.  12:50  p.  m.,  pulse  67,  (before  eating)  ;  drowsy  stupor 
all  the  forenoon  ;  could  not  keep  the  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  lec- 
tures ;  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  front  part  of  the  head  and  through  the 
temples  ;    stomach  and  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  distended ;    frc- 
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quent  eructations  of  flatus ;  same  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  back ;  eyes 
feel  dull  and  heavy.  10:30  p.  m. — pulse  72  ;  throat  sore  and  rough, 
with  frequent  and  difficult  deglutition  ;  occasional  pain  in  the  bowels 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening;  dragging  pain  in  the  back;  head 
symptoms  less  severe  than  during  the  day  ;  no  stool  to  day ;  passed 
20  oz.  of  high  colored  urine,  to-day  ;  specific  gravity  1032 ;  took  no 
more  of  the  drug. 

Dec.  22d. — Had  a  restless  night  until  2  o'clock — then  slept  until 
7  A.  M.;  awoke  with  dull  pain  in  the  head  and  eyes,  eyes  congested 
and  yellow:  dull,  heavy  pain  in  the  small  of  the  back;  roughness  of 
the  throat,  and  the  nasal  organs  affected  very  much  like  catarrh  ;  no 
appetite,  tongue  furred,  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  and  nausea.  9  a.  m. 
— soft,  mushy  stool.  11  r.  m. — pulse  70,  same  general  symptoms  as 
in  the  morning ;  urine  very  high  colored  and  frothy,  containing  con- 
siderable pinkish-brown  sediment ;  passed  19  ounces  during  the  last 
24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1031. 

Dec.  23d. — Had  a  restless  night ;  all  the  symptoms  of  the  head, 
throat  and  back  continued  and  increased ;  passed  this  morning 
three  and  one-half  ounces  of  very  high  colored  urine  ;  it  looks  like 
strong  beer,  with  a  large  amount  of  froth  of  a  yellowish  tint ;  speoifio 
gravity  1032;  left  the  city  this  morning;  miserable  dejected  feeling 
all  day  ;  no  desire  for  food. 

Dec.  28th. — Returned  to  the  city  last  evening,  feeling  miserable 
and  dejected  ;  no  appetite  ;  took  no  breakfast  this  morning  ;  during 
the  last  four  days  have  not  been  able  to  test  the  urine,  either  in  quan- 
tity or  specific  gravity.  It  has  been  very  scanty,  high  colored  and 
frothy.  No  appetite  ;  dullness  and  heaviness  of  the  bead  and  eyes  ; 
pain  in  the  back ;  dull  pain  in  the  hepatic  region  ;  feel  sick  and  de- 
bilitated all  over;  conjunctiva  congested  and  yellow;  face  and  neck 
yellow  ;  frequent  eructations  of  flatus,  relieving  the  pressure  in  the 
stomach  for  a  short   time  onlv. 

Dec.  29th. — Awoke  from  an  unfreshing  sleep,  with  an  exacerba- 
tion of  all  the  symptoms  ;  bad  taste  in  the  mouth;  tongue  thickly 
coated,  a  dirty  white  or  yellowish  color ;  throat  and  nasal  organs  filled 
with  an  offensive,  tenacious  mucus,  detached  with  difficulty  ;  the 
whole  surface  of  the  body  presents  a  yellowish  tint ;  no  desire  for 
food,  but  rather  a  loathing  ;  strong  desire  for  acids ;  ate  a  very  little 
breakfast,  per  force  ;  bowels  torpid;  soft,  mushy  stool,  of  a  light,  clay 
color.  10  P.M. — all  the  symptoms  continue  in  an  aggravated  form  ; 
feel  chilly  when  out  in  the  air;  aching  in  the  limbs  and  all  over   the 
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body,  like  that  preceding  ague ;  passed  19  ounces  of  beer  colored, 
frothy  urine,  during  the  last  24  hours  ;  specific  gravity  1026. 

Dec.  30th. — Had  a  restless  night,  slept  but  little  ;  constant,  mise- 
rable, sick  feeling  all  over  ;  all  the  symptoms  continue  in  an  aggra- 
vated manner  ;  complete  jaundice  aspect.  Passed  15  ounces  of  very 
high  colored  urine  ;  specific  gravity  1031 ;  stool  straw  colored,  soft 
and  mushy. 

Dec.  31st.—  The  same  general  indications  continue,  with  increased 
debility,  can  hardly  keep  around  .  Passed  18  ounces  of  urine  of  the 
same  general  appearance  as  before  ;  specific  gravity  1027. 

Jan.  1st,  1866. — I  feel  that  I  am  getting  worse  and  am  nearly  dis- 
couraged ;  took  a  grain  pill  of  Podophyllin,  night  before  last.  8  a. 
M.  (this  [morning),  took  one  grain  Leptandrin,  1st  decimal  tritura- 
tion. 11  A.  M.,  took  three  drops  Nux  vomica,  2d  decimal  dilution. 
11  p.  M.,  passed  during  the  last  24  hours,  43  ounces  of  high  colored 
urine  ;  specific  gravity  1024 ;  had  two  evacuation  from  the  bowels, 
soft,  mushy,  and  very  light  colored. 

Jan.  2d. — Feeling  no  better ;  took  grain  doses  of  Arsenicum 
album  3d  decimal  trituration  and  Mercurius  dulcis,  1st  decimal 
trituration,  alternatively  once  in  three  hours  ;  passed  during  the  24 
hours,  25  ounces  of  very  dark  colored  urine  ;  specific  gravity  1026. 

Jan.  3d. — No  better ;  continued  the  Arsenicum  and  Mercurius 
every  three  hours ;  feel  weak,  drowsy  and  so  stupid  as  to  be  unable 
to  keep  the  mind  concentrated  on  the  subject  in  the  lecture  room  ; 
passed  22  ounces  of  beer-looking  frothy  urine  ;  specific  gravity  1025. 

Jan.  4th. — Continued  the  Arsenicum  and  Mercurius  every  three 
hours ;  passed  20  ounces  of  urine  during  the  day,  having  the  same 
appearance  as  before,  specific  gravity  1026. 

Jan.  5th. — No  better ;  feel  quite  desponding ;  cannot  read  nor 
keep  in  mind  for  two  consecutive  minutes  the  subjects  under  consid- 
eration in  the  lecture  room  ;  feel  dull,  stupid  and  almost  completely 
prostrated  ;  the  color  of  the  eyes  and  whole  surface  of  the  body  is  of 
a  deep,  bright  yellow ;  entire  loss  of  sexual  desire — this  has  been  a 
constant  symptom  since  the  third  day  of  the  proving ;  took  Digitalis 
1st  decimal  dilution,  every  three  hours. 

Jan.  6th. — Slight  improvement ;  continued  the  Digitalis  10  drops 
three  times  a  day. 

Jan.  7th  to  the  10th,  inclusive. — Improvement  continues  gradu- 
ally ;  yellowness  of  the  eyes  and  surface  of  the  body  is  fading ;  urine 
lighter  colored  and  increased  in  quantity ;  stools  darker  and  more 
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coDsisfcont ;  feeling  better  in  every  respect ;  continued  the  Digitalis 
once  a  day. 

Jan.  20th. — Still  improving ;  stools  and  urine  nearly  normal ;  feel 
quite  well,  except  the  general  debility  consequent  upon  long  con- 
tinued sickness. 

Jan.  25th. — Symptoms  have  all  disappeared,  and  I  am  feeling 
well.  It  is  highly  proper  that  I  should  here  remark,  that  during 
some  part  of  the  time  occupied  in  the  proving,  there  was  prevailing 
to  some  extent  in  this  city,  a  disease,  similar  in  its  manifestations,  to 
the  symptoms  which  I  experienced  during  the  proving ;  now,  how 
much  to  attribute  to  the  action  of  the  drug,  and  how  much  to  other 
morbific  causes,  is  a  question  which  at  present  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
decide.  I  have  merely  recorded  the  facts  experienced  as  they  oc- 
curred ;  and  subsequent  and  repeated  experiments,  should  be  insti- 
tuted by  the  profession,  and  I  believe  this  drug  may  yet  be  found 
worthy  of  a  place  in  our  Materia  Medica.  One  evidence  that  the 
symptoms  experienced  by  me  were  pathogenetic,  is  the  fact  that  while 
taking  the  dilution  and  the  tincture,  the  same  general  symptoms  were 
manifested,  although  less  marked  and  severe,  as  were  afterwards  ex- 
perienced, while  taking  the  crude  bark  in  increasing  and  massive 
doses,  and  that  during  the  two  weeks  that  elapsed  after  using  the 
tincture,  and  before  commencing  with  the  crude  bark,  the  symptoms 
all  subsided,  and  left  the  system  seemingly  in  a  normal  condition. 
But  I  do  not  choose  to  speculate  upon  the  action  of  the  drugs.  Hav- 
ing attempted  the  "proving"  of  this  one,  I  shall  endeavor  at  an 
early  day  to  make  a  repeated  and  thorough  proving,  the  result  of 
which  will  be  cheerfully  given  to  the  profession.  I  had  intended  to 
give  a  resume  of  all  the  symptoms,  placing  those  pertaining  to 
each  organ  of  the  body  under  its  appropriate  heading,  but  as  it  can- 
not be  of  any  practical  use,  and  will  take  some  valuable  time,  I  leave 
it  for  the  present. 


PBOVINGS    OF    HYDRASTIS    CANADENSIS. 


DR.   W^HITESIDES    PROVING. 

Proving  by  W,  N.  Whiteside,  M.  D.,  Ottawa,  C.  W. 

Used  a  tincture  of  the  dried  root,  one  to    ten  of   dilute   alcohol, 
very  bitter. 

Nov.  11th. — Took  thirty  drops. 

Nov.  12th. — Took  thirty  drops.     Sticky  mucus  around  the  palate 
and  bad  taste. 
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Nov,  14tQ. — Weight  in  the  stomach.      Took  thirty  drops. 

Nov.  15th. — Less  ability  to  retain  urine ;  have  to  urinate  more 
frequently,  but  I  think  not  more  copiously. 

Nov.  16th. — Frequently,  when  eructating,  a  little  urine  escapes 
into  the  urethra.  Great  ennui  and  lassitude.  (The  weather  is  like 
Spring.) 

Nov.  17th. — Took  forty.five  drops. 

Nov.  18th. — Took  forty-five  drops. 

Nov.  19th. — Unusual  clearing  of  the  throat,  while  singing. 

Nov.  20th. — Sticky  mucus  around  the  fauces. 

Nov.  21st.— 9  A.  M.,  130  drops  ;  12  :  30  r.  m.,  180  drops.  A  little 
mucus  in  the  fauces  whibh  I  cannot  swallow.  Roaring  in  the  ears 
like  a  partridge,  on  waking  in  the  night — (the  waking  is  habitual.) 

Nov.  22d. — Waked  at  night  with  a  noise  in  the  ears  like  cog- 
wheels, and  a  crick  in  the  right  elbow  and  phalanges  of  the  left  hand 
— quite  painful.  Tongue  seems  large  and  marked  by  the  teeth. 
Flatus  fetid.     300  drops.     Roaring  in  the  ears  at  9  p.  m.  Pulse  56. 

Nov.  23d. — Broad,  yellow  stripe  on  the  tongue  and  bad  taste. 
6  p.  M„  300  drops. 

Nov.  24th. — Noise  in  the  ears  on  waking  at  night,  and  rumbling 
in  the  bowels  ;  chilliness  at  9  a.  m.,  pulse  52  ;  some  pain  in  the  stom- 
ach. 10  A.  M.,  220  drops.  10  p.  m.,  urine  smelled  a  little  decom- 
posed. 

Nov.  25th. — Rumbling  in  the  bowels  and  noise  in  the  ears  at 
night,  as  before.  Mouth  sticky,  with  a  light  fur  on  the  tongue,  and  a 
little  aphthae  on  the  upper  lip.  (There  was  one  on  the  under  lip  when 
I  commenced  the  proving  which  soon  disappeared.)  7  a.  m.,  trouble- 
some aching  in  the  sole  of  the  left  foot,  for  an  hour  or  two.  Ringing 
in  the  ears,  with  slight  pain  in  the  anus.     120  drops. 

Nov.  26th  — A  noise  as  of  cogwheels  at  night ;  yellow  coat  on  the 
tongue  ;  dreamed  of  monsters  ;  some  pain  in  the  umbilical  region  and 
anus. 

Nov.  27th. — Bad  taste  in  the  morning;  an  apthae  on  the  under 
lip  ;  urine  has  an  unusual  odor. 

Nov.  28th. — 9  A.  M.,  fifty  drops.  A  noise  in  the  ears  in  five  min- 
utes ;  pulse  66.  An  aphthas  on  the  tongue,  and  the  one  on  the  lip 
quite  large  and  sore.  . 

Nov.  30th.— 150  drops. 

Dec.  1st. — 1  p.  m.,  pulse  76. 

Dec.  2d. — Painless  gurgling  in  the  stomach  ;  stools  a  little  softer 
than  usual,  all  through  the  proving,  and  of  smaller  diameter 
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PROVING   BY   N.    F. 

July  21st. — ^Dr.  C.  11.  Weaver  gave  N.  F.,  who  is  of  a  spare, 
nervous  habit, — pellets  No.  5»  medicated  with  the  first  decimal  dilu- 
tioD,  dose  three  pills  four  times  daily.  The  following  were  the  pria- 
oipal  sensations  :  Constrictive  pressive  feeling  about  the  sternum ; 
shortness  of  breath ;  sharp  cutting  pains  through  the  temples,  with 
dimness  of  vision  ;  griping  in  the  bowels,  with  profuse  light  colored 
diarrhoea,  so  prostrating  that  he  is  obliged  to  discontinue  the  prov- 
ing. 

PROVING  BY  DR.  C.  H.  WEAVER 

July  25th. — In  ordinary  health ;  of  spare  habit,  and  nervo- 
bilious  temperament. 

At  1a.  m.,  took  8  drops,  an  immediate  feeling  as  though  the  brain 
was  partially  narcotized,  soon  followed  by  sharp,  cutting  pains  dart- 
ing through  the  temples  ;  also  in  the  elbows  and  biceps  muscle  ;  also 
feeling  of  contusive   lameness   in  the   last  mentioned  parts. 

4  p.  M. — Took  10  drops  ;  acid,  peppery  taste  in  the  forward  half 
of  the  tongue ;  sore  and  raw  feeling  in  the  throat,  especially  around 
the  epiglottis,  with  hoarseness  ;  a  stuffed  up,  smarting  sensation  in 
the  posterior  nares,.  as  from  a  recent  cold  ;  increased  secretion  of 
nasal  mucus ;  griping  in  the  bowels,  with  several  light,  but  some- 
what acrid  stools.  The  proving  was  continued  two  or  three  days,  and 
about  the  same  sensations  produced. 

August  31st,  5  p.  M. — Took  10  drops  ;  peppery  taste  in  mouth  ; 
stinging,  sharp  pains  in  temples,  but  dull  in  vertex  and  over  the  eyes  ; 
very  sharp  acrid  feeling  near  epiglottis,  with  hoarseness.  At  8  p,  m., 
10  drops  ;  passed  a  very  restless  night ;  was  troubled  with  frightful 
•dreams  and  fancies.  7  a.  m.,  feeling  as  if  intoxicated ;  stinging, 
rheumatic  pains  in  elbows  and  fore  arms,  and  in  knees  ;  pulse  slow 
and  labored,  but  considerable  heat  of  skin ;  up  to  12  m.,  headache  of 
a  nervous,  gastric  character ;  stinging  pain  in  right  shoulder  ;  con- 
striction in  chest  at  middle  of  sternum ;  acute,  distressing  pain  in 
stomach  ;  continual  stuffed  up  feeling  in  posterior  nares,  and  nasal 
sinuses,  with  discharge  of  thin,  clear  mucus  ;  continual  snuffing  and 
occasional  sneezing  throughout  the  day,  and  hoarseness  ;  passed  con- 
jsiderable  limpid  urine  frequently.  About  4  p.  m.,  began  to  feel  very 
weak ;  griping  in  the  bowels  and  soreness  over  the  surface  of  the 
jibdomen ;  also  great  soreness  and  harshness  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck  ;  somewhat  feverish,  with  intense  itching  in  various  parts  of  the 
i)ody. 


AMERICAN   HOMCEOPATHIC  OBSERVER.  619 

Sept.  1st. — Arose  feeling  weak,  passed  a  very  copious,  mushy, 
light  colored  stool ;  have  still  a  dull  headache,  with  some  sharp 
stitches  through  the  temples ;  but  the  most  marked  symptom  is  a 
sharp,  raw,  excoriating  feeling  in  both  nares,  with  constant  incli- 
nation to  empty  the  nose ;  discharge  of  nasal  mucus  is  very  free  : 
sneezing  constant  for  the  space  of  20  minutes.  Six  a,  m.,  took  16 
drops  ;  sharp,  aching  pains  in  shoulders,  arms,  and  especially  the 
first  finger  of  the  left  hand  ;  increased  hoarseness  ;  nausea  ;  almost 
constant  weakness,  so  increased  toward  evening,  with  terrible  head- 
ache and  giddiness,  that  I  was  obliged  to  clin^r  to  my  horse  for  sup- 
port in  the  saddle ;  fell  two  or  three  times  in  walking  to  ray  room, 
but  after  a  cup  of  warm  tea  and  a  little  Nux  vomica,  am  able  to  get 
about ;  next  day  headache  continues,  and  not  until  the  expiration  of 
a  week  does  it  feel  quite  easy  ;  also  the  discharge  of  mucus  from  the 
nose  is  very  profuse,  in  fact,  almost  incessant  for  ten  days,  the  bron- 
chia being  also  affected  in  a  similar  manner,  but  less  severe  ;  it  felt 
and  acted  like  a  severe  attack  of  catarrh  with  influenza,  and  had  I 
ever  been  affected  in  a  like  manner  before,  I  should  think  it  the 
result  of  a  severe  cold. 

Note. — A  marked  symptom  observed  in  three  former  provings, 
upon  as  many  persons,  was  troubled  and  lascivious  dreams,  with  a 
profuse,  involuntary  emission  of  seminal  fluid. 

ACCIDENTAL     PROVING     OF    HYDRASTIS     CANADENSIS,     BY  DR.     BAYES,     OF 

CAMBRIDGE,     ENGLAND. 

Miss  W-  ,  aBt.  75, — suffering  with  chronic  ulcer  of  the  leg ; 
general  health  good. 

Took  by  mistake  20  drops  of  tincture  of  Hydrastis  upon  the  even- 
ing of  Aug.  15th,  1862. 

During  the  night,  was  restless.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  ex- 
perienced a  great  sense  of  sinking  and  prostration  at  the  epigastrium, 
with  violent  and  long-continued  palpitation  of  the  heart. 

She  had  three  greenish  evacuations  from  the  bowels  on  the  16th, 
with  pain  in  the  bowels,  as  if  she  taken  had  a  drastic  purge. 

In  the  course  of  the  lOth  she  had  flushes  of  heat  over  the  face, 
neck  and  hands  ;  these  were  succeeded  by  an  erysipelatoid  rash,  cov- 
ering the  neck,  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the  joints  of  the  fingers 
and  wrists.  The  irritation  was  maddening,  with  intense  burning 
heat. 

These  symptoms  continued  until  the  22d,  when  the  skin  exfoliated. 
The  irritation  remained  in  a  slighter  form  for  some  days,  and  was  al- 
way  worse  at  night. 
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In  the  above  case  I  have  used  the  patient's  own  words  to  express 
her  sensations.  The  sinking  of  the  epigastrium  and  palpitation  of 
the  hearty  have  been  previously  noticed  by  myself  and  other  obser- 
vers, to  follow  the  use  of  Hydrastis,  when  given  in  low  dilutions  and 
massive  doses. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
RE-PROVING  OF  NTJX  VOMICA. 


BY    C.  H.    WEAVER,    M.    D. 


In  January  of  1863,  while  a  contract  surgeon  in  a  Philadelphia 
hospital,  I  undertook  to  make  a  proving  of  Nux  vomica.  I  took  one 
drachm  of  a  strong  tincture.  In  a  few  minutes  I  began  to  experience 
feelings  similar  to  intoxication,  giddiness  and  inability  to  use  the 
lower  limbs  ;  this  increasing  I  fell  upon  the  floor  and  was  forced  to 
call  assistance  to  get  in  bed ;  had  dreadful  feelings  of  faintness ; 
shortly  began  to  have  tensive  pressure  and  aching  along  the  spine, 
more  particularly  in  the  lumbar  region,  extending  upwards ;  muscu- 
lar tremors,  twitching  and  jerking  of  the  limbs  ;  cramps  and  constric- 
tive sensation  about  the  muscles  of  deglutition  ;  great  difficulty  in 
swallowing  and  on  attempting  to  speak,  genuine  tetanic  spasms  follow- 
ed at  intervals  of  about  80  seconds.  The  cramps  became  so  severe  as 
to  be  almost  opisthotonos.  I  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  order 
strong  black  coffee,  and  By  the  use  of  this,  made  a  good  recovery  in 
a  couple  of  hours. 

Mental  sensations  were,  fear  of  death,  alternating  with  hysteric 
laughter  and  the  most  terrible  grievances. 

Though  my  proving  was  short  and  incomplete  I  have  not  felt  en- 
couraged to  pursue  it  further,  although  the  morbid  structural  changes 
would  undoubtedly  be  of  use  to   our   true  pathogenetic  writers. 


Provings  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis,  Trifolium  and  other  remedies 
will  appear  in  subsequent  numbers. 


Mltp%,  §Mitim,  tit 


For  the*Amerioan  Homoeopathic  Obserrer. 
ASIATIC  CHOLEBA. 


Discussion  in  the  Philadelphia  County  {Pa,)  Sonuzopathic  Medical 

Society t  July  19iA,  1866. 

REPORTED  BY   BUSHROD   W.    JAMES,    M.    D.,    SCRIBE. 


An  adjourued  meeting  of  the  society  was  held. 
The  subject  of  Asiatic  cholera  was  taken  up  for  discussion. 
The  following  resolution  offered  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Cholera  Committee,  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  this  society  and  all  the 
Homoeopathic  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  are  hereby 
earnestly  requested  to  report  their  cases  of  cholera  with  results, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  society  for  publication. 

Doctor  S.  D.  Kent  related  the  following  case  :  "On  July 
10th,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  was  called  out  of  the  house  of  a 
patient  to  visit  an  old  lady  whom  I  was  informed  was  nearly 
dead  with  cholera.  She  had  suffered  from  diarrhoea  for  up- 
wards of  a  week,  and  had,  on  the  Sunday  night  previous  taken 
a  fiiU  dose  of  cathartic  pills.  The  immediate  attack  com- 
menced soon  after  midnight  (Monday).  She  had  frequent 
'  spells  '  of  vomiting  and  purging.  By  8  o'clock  a.  m.  she  had 
passed  per  ano,  nearly  a  chamber  vessel  full  of  dirty  looking 
water,  and  immediately  afterwards  vomited  a  large  quantity  of 
the  same  kind  of  fluid.  When  I  first  saw  the  patient,  the 
following  symptoms  presented,  viz :  Almost  constant  vom- 
iting with  diarrhoea;  the  ejections  were  copious  and  their  char- 
acter a  grayish  serous  fluid,  containing  an  abundance  of  flocculi ; 
vertigo,  with  great  prostration  ;  unconsciousness  except  when 
aroused  by  the  cramps,  which  involved  the  calves,  fingers  and 
toes ;  voice,  an  almost  inaudible  hissing  whisper ;  great  thirst 
which  copious  draughts  of  water  did  not  quench  ;  countenance 
ghastly  and  cold  ;  face  and  lips,  blue  ;  eyes  much  sunken,  yet 
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manifesting  a  peculiar  staring  look,    their  areola  of  a  leaden 
hue  ;  mouth,  tongue  and  breath  cold. 

"I  gave  three  doses  of  Veratrura  (200th  centesimal)  at  inter- 
vals of  ten  minutes,  which  alleviated  all  the  symptoms,  and 
within  two  hours  she  was  placed  in  a  carriage  and  taken  to  her 
place  of  residence :  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  patient  conscious,  intel- 
ligent and  able  to  talk,  voice  only  slightly  thickened ;  at  six 
o'clock  p.  M.,  had  one  '  spell '  of  vomiting  and  two  discharges 
from  the  bowels  ;  gave  another  dose  of  Veratrura. 

July  11th. — 10  A.  M.  Passed  a  fair  night,  bowels  moved 
twice,  about  midnight,  without  pain  or  vomiting  ;  complained 
of  her  limbs  being  numb  and  sore,  as  if  bruised,  with  occa- 
sienal  stitches  of  cramp  in  the  feet.  The  blueness  around  the 
eyes  contined.  Gave  her  one  dose  of  Sulphur  200th.  3.  p. 
M.,  felt  comfortable  ;  no  more  discharges.  11  p.  m.,  had  one 
large  discharge  from  the  bowels  about  9  o'clock :  skin  again 
cold  and  face  suffused  with  cold  sweat ;  slight  colic  like  pains 
in  the  stomach,  with  occasional  nausea.  Gave  Camphor  200th, 
one  dose,  and  left  another  dose  to  be  given  in  an  hour,  if  there 
was  no  change. 

July  12th. — 10  A.  M.,  was  very  comfortable  and  asked  for 
food  ;  bowels  had  been  quiet  all  niglit ;  no  nausea  ;  skin  warm; 
complained  of  being  very  weak.  Gave  sacchanmi  lactis  and 
ordered  cold  drawn  beef  tea,  slightly  thickened  with  grated 
farina  cracker. 

July  13th. — Convalescent.  About  six  a.  m.,  had  one  full 
movement  of  the  bowels,  smelling  naturally,  of  medium  con- 
sistency and  yellow  in  color,  looking  as  the  attendants  said, 
"like  the  discharge  of  a  healthy  babe,  with  the  exception  of 
there  being  more  of  it.".  I  considered  the  case  one  of  Asiatic 
cholera." 

Doctor  John  C.  Morgan  stated  that  he  had  seen  the  case 
related  by  Doctor  Kent,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  diagnosis. 

Dr.  B.  W.  James  mentioned  a  case  that  had  recently  came 
under  his  care,  of  a  man  that  had  been  subject  to  the  chronic 
diarrhoea,.  For  about  a  week  he  had  been  troubled  with 
some  looseness  of  the  bowels,  but  thinking  it  his  old  trouble, 
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neglected  it ;  he  was  seized  during  the  night  with  violeKt 
cramps  in  the  abdomen  and  lower  extremities  ;  with  vomiting 
and  increased  purging.  The  following  symptoms  were  also 
present  when  the  man  was  first  seen,  viz :  Blueness  of  the  skin 
and  haggard  expression  of  the  countenance  ;  almost  total  loss 
of  voice  ;  Icy  coldness  of  the  hands  and  feet,  with  a  cold  clam- 
my sweat  over  the  body;  censation  of  constriction  at  the  chest? 
and  extreme  prostration.  Camphor  tincture  in  drop  doses,  in 
water,  every  five  minutes,  was  prescribed,  until  a  copious, 
warm  perspiration  was  produced,  when  an  extra  blanket  was 
ordered  to  be  thrown  over  him  and  the  Camphor  discontinued, 
and  taken  from  the  room.  Arsenicum  4th  was  then  given 
every  half  hour  for  several  hours  and  subsequently  Veratrum 
6th ;  he  was  relieved  of  the  cramps  and  all  pain  in  less  than  an 
hour,  by  the  Camphor.  The  other  remedies  removed  the  re- 
maining symptoms,  except  the  debility,  which  lasted  for  seve- 
ral days.  The  following  day  to  the  one  on  which  he  was  at- 
tacked, he  expressed  himself  quite  well  only  quite  weak  and 
some  soreness  of  the  muscles  which  had  been  cramped.  This 
case  resembled  cholera  very  much,  and  yet  it  could  not  be 
considered  "Asiatic  cholera,"  for  the  dejections  were  not  of 
the  rice  water  character.  The  evacuations  from  the  bowels 
were  of  a  brown  and  yellowish  color,  throughout  the  course  of 
the  attack,  showing  the  presence  of  bile  in  them,  which  is  not 
the  case  in  real  "Asiatic  cholera,"  except  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease.  He  submitted  the  question,  "  What  is  the  diag- 
nostic difference  between  cholera  morbus,  spasmodic  [^cholera, 
and  Asiatic  epidemic  cholera?" 

Doctor  A.  W.  Koch  remarked  in  answer  to  this  question, 
that  he  had  extensively  observed  the  epidemic  cholera  at 
Munich,  in  1836,  (having  been  sent  by  the  Government  of 
Wurtemburg  for  that  purpose),  and  liad  also  seen  many  cases 
of  spasmodic  cholera  and  cholera  morbus  since,  and  that, 
according  to  his  experience,  there  is  no  diagnostic  difference  of 
real  and  constant  character  between  aggravated  and  exquisite 
cases  of  cholera  morbus  and  Asiatic  cholera,  and  that  Asiatic 
cholera  could  only  be  stated  to  be  such  when  it  appears  in  an 
epidemic  form.     Further,  that  in  his  opinion  there  is  no  doubl 
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but  that  if  aggravated  cases  of  cholera  morbus  occur  during- 
an  epidemic  of  Asiatic  cholera,  the  former  would  be  classified 
by  the  attending  practitioner  among  the  the  latter. 

Dr.  Jacob  Jeanes,  who  had  passed  through  several  epidemics 
of  Asiatic  cholera,  concurred  in  the  same  views  as  those- 
expressed  by  Dr.  Koch. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Morgan,  in  reply  to  the  above  inquiry,  said  he  be- 
lieved that  cholera  morbus  might  be  traced  directly  to  palpa- 
ble errors  in  diet  or  other  matters  of  hygiene,  as  exposure  to 
heat  and  drinking  of  cold  water,  or  gluttony,  especially  of 
indigestible  fruits  and  vegetables,  more  particulurly  if  there  be 
constitutional  irritability  of  the  digestive  organs  ;  moreover  in 
cholera  morbus,  pure  and  simple,  the  discharges  are  not  wholly 
devoid  of  the  character  of  intestinal  and  hepatic  secretions, 
although  these  are  changed ;  acidity  being  the  most  notable 
trait ;  cramps,  if  present,  are  moderate  and  quite  subordinate. 
In  cholera,  on  the  other  hand,  (dependant  as  we  all  admit 
upon  a  special  cause),  whilst  it  may  be  ushered  in,  either  by 
cholera  morbus  or  mere  diarrhoea,  there  is  no  necessary  con- 
nection between  such  peculiarities  and  the  attack.  The  secre- 
tive power  of  the  abdominal  viscera  utterly  gives  way  before 
the  serous  transudation  due  perhaps  to  spasm  of  the  portal 
system  of  vessels  and  abolition  of  the  hepatic  circulation. 
Cramps,  instead  of  being  subordinates  are  leading  characteris- 
tics. Cholera  is  also  characterized  in  its  advanced  stages  by  a 
degree  of  general  venous  congestion  with  inelastic  corrugated 
skin  and  coldness  of  the  tongue,  which  do  not  attend  even 
fatal  cases  of  cholera  morbus.  He  begged  leave  to  take  ex- 
ception to  the  word  "Asiatic  "  because  since  the  visitation  of 
successive  epidemics,  the  pestilence  has  manifestly  become 
naturalized  elsewhere.  A  few  years  ago,  it  was  conceded  to  be 
a  regular  annual  visitant  of  our  almshouses  ;  he  would  there- 
fore much  prefer  to  designate  the  malady  when  widely  preva- 
lent, as  we  do  other  diseases  under  the  circumstances,  as  "  epi- 
demic cholera."  It  pursues  the  habits  of  all  epidemics,  of 
appearing  at  ordinary  times  spasmodically.  The  fact  is  as 
characteristic  and  the  phase  as  correct  as  in  the  case  of 
measles  or  scarlet  fever.     Therefore,  the   symptoms,    not   the 
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epidemic  character  are  diagnostic  of  true  cholera,  as  of  every 
other  disease.  He  mentioned  a  case  of  cholera  infantum,  with 
vomiting,  purging  and  coldness  of  the  upper  extremities,  which 
was  promptly  relieved  by  Veratrum. 

Dr.  O.  B.  Gause  said  it  was  interesting  to  observe  how  many 
different  remedies  seemed  to  meet  similar  cases ;  he  had  just 
been  called  to  a  case  so  like  the  one  just  described  that  it 
might  be  considered  identical ;  he  gave  Aconite  and  cured  the 
case.  The  prominent  symptom,  beside  the  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing was  an  intense  desire  for  water.  Doctor  M.,  gave  Vera- 
trum and  Dr.  G.,  Aconite ;  both  cured.  Etipatorium  30th, 
he  had  found  recently  very  promptly  effectual  in  a  number  of 
cases  of  bowel  affections. 

Doctor  J.  Jeanes  took  issue  with  Dr.  Morgan,  and  thought 
the  name  of  "Asiatic  cholera  "  should  be  retained.  Asiatic 
cholera  was  a  distinct  and  characteristic  disease,  which  passes 
around  the  whole  earth,  moving  from  place  to  place  as  an  epi- 
demic, and  carrying  off  large  numbers  of  people.  Its  origin 
was  in  Asia,  in  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges.  He  was  not  willing 
to  give  up  the  word  "Asiatic  "  for  it  is  the  representative  name 
of  that  epidemic  form  of  cholera.  In  cholera  morbus  very 
few  cases  die.  If  there  was  any  distinction  between  the  dis- 
eases, it  was  that  in  cholera  morbus  they  have  less  of  the 
livid  color  of  tlie  skin,  and  the  dejections  are  not  so  constantly 
of  the  rice  water  character.  Though  in  an  epidemic  of  Asiatic 
cholera  the  rice  water  discharges  were  not  always  present  in 
every  case.  In  some  cases,  as  he  had  seen  them,  they  were 
slightly  greenish,  and  white,  and  others  had  the  appearance  of 
street  mud  stirred  up  with  much  water. 

Doctor  A.  Lippe,  after  referring  to  the  fact  that  we  must 
•examine  thoroughly  and  understand  each  individual  case  and 
the  nature  of  the  disease ;  he  said,  we  must  as  a  matter  of  ne- 
cessity always  prescribe  on  the  law  of  similars,  without  regard 
to  the  name  of  the  disease  ;  he  mentioned  that  the  symptom 
of  suppression  of  the  urine  was  always  present  in  Asiatic  chol- 
era ;  inelasticity  of  the  skin  was  always  present  [and  occurred 
in  no  similar  disease. 
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Doctor  Richard  Koch  alluded  to  cholera  asphyxia  in  which 
fatal  symptoms  often  resulted  without  purging  and  vomiting ; 
this  does  not  occur  in  cholera  morbus,  for  he  regards  these 
symptoms  always  present  in  the  latter  disease.  He  could  not 
agree  with  Dr.  Lippe  that  the  non-elasticity  of  the  skin  occur- 
red only  in  Asiatic  cholera,  for  during  his  practice  in  a  public 
hospital,  he  had  seen  cases  of  cholera  morbus  where  the  skin 
remained  folded  and  inelastic  when  pinched  up,  and  that  partic- 
ularly in  one  case  the  urine  was  suppressed  for  three  days. 

During  the  discussion  the  question  arose  as  to  when  cholera, 
should  it  appear  amongst  us,  was  to  be  considered  as  having 
become  epidemic. 

Doctor  J.  Jeanes  thought  there  could  be  no  specified  point  of 
time  at  which  it  can  be  said  to  assume  an  epidemic  form.  For 
practical  purposes  in  reporting  cases  it  is  of  course'^a  matter  of 
conscience  to  do  the  right  thing,  therefore  we  could  only  con- 
sider it  as  having  become  epidemic  when  the  Board  of  Health 
designates  it  as  such,  and  reports  a  dozen  ^  or  more  casea 
per  day. 

Doctor  A.  Lippe  thought  we  had  no  cholera  as  yet,  nor  has 
there  been  any  cases,  in  his  estimation  in  New  York ;  he  did 
not  consider  the  cases  that  occurred  on  board  those  vessels 
arriving  there,  which  had  been  reported  as  cholera,  as  being 
that  disease  at  all ;  it  was  produced,  he  thought,  by  diseased 
meat,  which  had  been  given  to  the  passengers  as  food.  This 
meat  had  been  taken  on  board  in  England,  where  the  rinde  - 
pest  was  at  the  time  prevailing  badly ;  the  cattle  were  not 
buried  according  to  law,  but  slaughtered  while  afflicted  with 
the  disease,  and  the  meat  cured  by  salting  down  and  sent  to 
the  market,  shipped  on  board  these  vessels  for  use  on  the  pas- 
sage. The  Halifax  vessels  were  supplied  with  the  same  kind 
of  food.  He  had  examined  the  whole  case  and  was  satisfied 
that  it  was  all  in  the  meat,  and  the  proof  was  in  the  eating  of 
it.  All  the  vessels  that  had  the  disease  on  board  sailed  from 
English  ports,  and  it  broke  out  amongst  tlie  steerage  passen- 
gers whc  had  used  this  meat.  Vessels  from  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burg did  not  have  one  case  of  the  disease  on  board.  The  cases 
ihat  had    ccurred  in  the  city  of  New  York  were  not  Asiatic 
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chorlera,  we  can  trace  all  the  cholera  cases  up  and  find  that 
they  are  not  cholera. 

Doctor  J.  Jeanes  differed  as  to  the  nature  of  this  disease  and 
as  to  the  causes  which  produced  it  on  board  the  vessels.  If 
the  meat  of  cattle  affected  with  the  rinderpest  was  prepared 
for  emigrant  vessels,  the  same  considerations  would  induce  the 
same  kind  of  meat  to  be  prepared  for  cities,  and  the  same  dis- 
ease would  therefore  have  broken  out  in  such  cities  to  which  it 
was  supplied.  But  we  do  not  find  the  cholera  prevailing  in 
any  of  the  ports  from  which  they  sailed.  As  to  the  fact  of 
its  occurring  in  the  steerage  only,  this  was  owing  to  the  emi- 
grants being  more  crowded  together  there.  We  know  that 
localities  crowded  with  people  are  always  more  severely  visi- 
ted by  cholera  when  it  is  prevailing.  In  1832  it  attacked 
most  violently  the  different  localities  where  many  peo- 
ple were  thrown  together,  such  as  the  almshouses  and  pris- 
ons. In  1849  the  Bucks  county  almshouse  was  almost  decima- 
ted by  the  cholera.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his  own  mind  but 
that  the  cholera  has  been  in  New  York,  he  believed  that  the 
telluric  influence  from  which  emanates  epidemics  of  cholera 
was  now  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  it  is  here  in  our  own 
city,  and  as  an  evidence  of  it  we  notice  the  great  increased  ten- 
dency to  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhoea  this  season  over  other 
summers,  but  it  has  not  been,  as  yet,  severe,  and  it  may  not 
become  severe.  We  may  not,  he  thought,  have  an  epidemfc  of 
cholera  at  all.  The  influence  comes  in  the  atmosphere  and 
those  vessels  no  doubt  contracted  the  disease  upon  entering  the 
belt  of  cholera  atmosphere,  which  was  also  crossing  the  ocea 
at  the  same  time  but  not  so  rapidly.  It  moves  over  the  land 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  a  flock  of  birds  moving  from 
place  to  place,  passing  over  some  places,  and  alighting  in  oth- 
ers. If  we  study  the  history  of  epidemics  we  find  that  the  pes- 
tilence appears  for  a  time  in  a  place  then  passes  on  to  other 
places,  and  finally  disappears.  He  instanced  "  the  sweating 
sickness  "  of  England,  the  yellow  fever,  etc. 

Doctor  Lippe,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Jeanes,  referred  to  the  fact 
that  all  the  vessels  crossing  the  ocean  about  that  time  must 
have  passed  through  this  same  telluric  influence,  and  yet  it  is 
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only  certain  ones  that  have  had  the  disease  on  board.  The 
disease  did  not  commence  until  they  had  been  several  days  out 
at  sea,  a  sufficient  time  tor  the  diseased  meat  to  develop  its 
effects  ;  this  is  certainly  an  argument  against  the  atmospheric 
origin  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  J.  H.  P.  Frost,  thought  that  those  who  were  afraid  of 
the  cholera  should  keep  away  from  it  if  possible,  for  all  epidem- 
ics have  proved  that  such  persons  were  sure  to  take  the 
disease,  and  were  generally  the  first  ones  to  be  attacked 
with  it. 

Doctor  R.  Koch  gave  notice  that  he  would  read  a  paper  on 
Belladonna  poisoning,  at  the  next  meeting. 


For  the  American  Homooopathie  Obaerrer. 

A    PANIC    AMONG    ALLOPATHIC    STUDENTS. 


On  the  10th  of  October,  1866,  occurred  a  scene  in  the  sanc- 
tum room  of  Kush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  such  as  would 
make- the  ghost  of  iEsculapius  look  down  in  wrath  upon  the 
actors. 

During  the  three  or  four  days  previous  the  cholera  had  been 
on  the  increase;  from  two  deaths  per  day,  the  mortality  had 
risen  to  fourteen.  One  of  the  students  had  died  of  cholera, 
and  Prof.  Brainard  was  suffering  under  an  attack  of  the 
disease. 

Frightened  out  of  all  sense  of  propriety  by  this  state  of 
affairs,  the  students  of  Eush  Medical  College,  to  the  number  of 
nearly  two  hundred,  met  in  the  lecture  room,  in  a  clandestine 
manner,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  faculty,  and  there  with 
white  lips,  trembling  voices  and  shaking  knees,  voted  almost 
unanimously  to  go  home!  Aye,  to  leave  the  lectures  which  they 
had  come  many  hundred  miles  to  attend — to  leave  the  thou- 
sands who  might  need  their  aid  as  nurses  or  physicians, — ^to 
leave  all  the  advantages  which  might  accrue  from  watching  the 
malady,  studying  its   character,    symptoms   and   treatment — 
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voted  to  go  home  to  their  "  anxious  mammas ''  and  sit  in  safety 
by  the  home  firesides! 

It  will  seem  very  strange,  probably,  when  we  are  told,  that 
for  the  week  previous  the  various  lecturers  had  every  day  given 
discourses  upon  the  disease,  how  readily  it  was  cured  if  taken 
in  time  ;  how  foolish  it  was  to  be  frightened  by  it;  that  it  was 
not  contagious,  and  finally;  that  Camphor,  Opium,  Rhubarb, 
brandy.  Calomel  and  Quinine  were  each  potent  curative  agents; 
while  homoeopathy  was  not  to  be  supposed  for  a  moment  to 
cure  a  single  case! 

Yet  out  of  nearly  200  8tud<}nts,  only  20  remained!  Only  20 
had  faith  in  the  teachings  of  the  professors  ;  only  20  were 
brave  enough  to  remain.  What  a  commentary  in  the  vaunted 
confidence  of  the  allopaths  in  their  own  medicines! 

That  we  have  not  overdrawn  the  picture,  we  copy  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Chicago  Tribune^  which  is  much  milder  than  the 
statements  in  the  Times  and  Journal: 

"  It  would  seem  that  a  partial  panic  has  struck  the  people  in 
some  quarters,  in  one.  whence  it  would  have  been  least  expect- 
ed. The  students  of  Eush  Medical  College,  alarmed  by  the 
death  one  of  their  number — ^Mr.  Davidson,  from  Indiana — ^and 
the  rumored  death  of  Dr.  Brainard,  met  at  three  o'clock 
yesterday  aftenioon,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  and 
voted  almost  unanimously  to  adjourn  to  December  first,  in 
view  of  the  danger  from  cholera,  subject,  however  to  the  call  of 
the  Faculty  in  case  the  disease  abates.  One  would  think  that 
they,  of  all  men,  should  not  fly,  as,  if  they  be  well  enough 
read  to  practice,  their  services  are  wanted  here,  and  if  not  yet 
skilled,  they  have  here  a  good  oppoi-tunity  for  study. 

The  course  of  lectures  in  the  College  will  be  continued,  so 
that  the  few  students  remaining  will  not  suffer  by  the  defection 
of  their  less  staunch  brethren." 

We  feel  proud  when  we  contrast  the  action  of  the  students 
to  Rush,  with  the  dignified  course  of  the  students  of  Hahne- 
mann College,  not  one  of  whom  left  the  city,  but  offered  their 
aid  to  all  who  needed  it.  h. 


f  UDffe  Mtlitt%,  tit. 


The  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  for  January, 
April  and  July,  1866.  Edited  by  Isaac  Hays,  M.  D.  Henry 
C.  Lee,  Philadelphia;  $5,00  per  year.     Quarterly. 

This  excellent  journal  of  the  allopathic  school  is  replete  with 
valuable  information  in  all  the  departments  of  medicine  and 
science,  and  if  we  condemn  the  therapeutics  taught,  we  much 
admire  those  portions  outside  mere  medicine.  A  brief  review 
of  some  of  the  leading  articles  may  not  be  without  interest  to 
the  readers  of  the  Observer. 

Prof  J.  H.  Salisbury  writes  a  very  ingenious  article  upon 
*'2%e  causes  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.^''  Dr.  S.  began 
his  investigations  by  examining  microscopically  the  expectora- 
tions of  persons  laboring  under  intermittent  fever,  and  who  re- 
sided in  a  malarious  atmosphere.  These  secretions  yielded  a 
variety  of  zoosporoid  cells,  animalculai"  bodies,  diatoms,  dis- 
midise,  algoid  cells  and  filaments,  and  fungoid  spores.  The 
cells  of  an  algoid  t}^)e  resembling  those  of  the  palmella,  were 
found  in  every  instance,  and  in  great  abundance.  Their  for- 
mation was  minute  oblong  cells,  either  simple  or  aggregated, 
consisting  in  a  distinct  nucleus,  surrounded  by  a  smooth  cell 
wall,  and  a  highly  clear,  apparently  empty  space  between  the 
outside  cell  wall,  and  nucleus.  The  professor  now  determined 
to  learn  the  origin  of  these  bodies,  believing  that  it  would 
throw  light  upon  the  subject  he  was  investigating.  To  this 
end  he  suspended  plates  of  glass  above  the  surface  of  stagnant 
pools  and  marshy  grounds,  placing  them  in  position  after  dusk 
and  securing  them  in  the  morning  before  sunrise.  The  mois- 
ture collected  on  the  glass  was  subjected  to  a  microscopic  ex- 
amination, and  many  cells,  such  as  those  found  in  expectora- 
tion, were  discovered  ;  but  upon  the  upper  surface  only  of  the 
glass  did  he  find  the  peculiar  cells  of  the  algoid  type.  Ulti- 
mately, in  passing  over  a  boggy  section  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
pending his  plates,  he  noticed  a  peculiar,  dry,  feverish  sensation 
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was  always  produced  in  tlie  throat  and  fauces,  afterward  ex- 
tending to  the  pulmonary  mucous  surface,  and  his  expectora- 
tion uniformly  filled  with  minute  oblong  cells  heretofore  des- 
cribed. The  earth  in  this  locality  was  dry,  but  broken  by  the 
tread  of  cattle,  and  the  surface  was  covered  with  what  seemed 
to  be  a  white  mould.  He  here  suspended  his  plates  and  ob- 
tained in  abundance  the  minute  cells  he  was  in  pursuit  of.  He 
examined  the  incrustations  found  upon  the  bogs,  and  found  the 
cells  in  profusion.  He  also  satisfied  himself  that  tliese  cells 
emanated  from  plants  of  a  palmelloid  type.  By  a  series  of 
carefully  conducted  experiments  in  different  localities  he  draw^ 
the  following  conclusions  : — 

1.  That  cryptogamic  spores,  and  other  minute  bodies,  are 
mainly  elevated  above  the  surface  during  the  night.  That 
they  rise  and  are  suspended  in  the  cold,  damp  exhalations  from 
the  soil,  after  the  sun  is  set,  and  that  they  fall  again  to  the  earth 
soon  after  sunrise. 

2.  That  in  the  latitude  of  Ohio,  these  bodies  seldom  rise 
from  thirty-five  to  sixty  feet  above  the  lowlands.  That  in  the 
northern  and  central  portions  of  the  State,  they  rise  from  thir- 
ty-five to  forty-five  feet ;  while  in  the  southern  part  from  forty 
to  sixty  feet. 

3  That  at  Nashville  and  Memphis  they  rise  from  sixty  to 
one  hundred  feet. 

4.  That  above  the  summit  plane  of  the  cool  night  exhala- 
tions, these  bodies  do  not  rise,  and  intermittents  do  not  extend. 

5.  That  the  day  air  of  malarial  districts  is  quite  free  from 
these  palmelloid  spores  and  from  causes  that  produce  inter- 
mittents. 

The  effects  produced  by  the  inhalation  of  tliese  cells  are  a 
dry,  feverish,  constricted  feeling  in  the  mouth,  fauces  and 
throat.  This  increases  till  the  parts  become  unpleasantly 
parched  and  feverish,  and  the  normal  mucous  secretions  are 
quite  entirely  checked.  There  is  a  constant  desire  to  swal- 
low, hawk  and  spit,  being  evidently  a  desire  to  rid  the  parts  of 
the  offending  matter.  These  sensations  extend  to  the  bron- 
chial and  pulmonary  surfaces.  In  about  two  hours  after  expo- 
sure the  sensations  pass  away. 
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The  Professor  was  able  to  collect  the  malarial  earth,  box  it 
up  and  transport  wherever  he  wished,  where  upon  exposure, 
he  produced  at  will  the  characteristic  disease.  Investigations, 
continued  with  wonderful  acuteness  and  extreme  carefulness, 
demonstrated  that  there  exists  a  marked  relation  between  these 
cells  and  intermittent  fever,  as  in  no  instance  was  the  one 
found  without  the  other.  It  would  be  premature  to  declare 
that  these  fevers  are  a  consequence  of  the  inhalation  of  the 
algoid  cells,  but  a  careful  investigation  of  the  subject  will  no 
doubt  settle  the  question,  and  thereby  throw  much  light  upon 
this  disease,  which  will  give  the  profession  greater  therapeutical 
power  over  its  obstinate  ravages.  We  commend  the  entire 
article  to  the  attention  of  the  profession. 

Stoker  : — Successful  Removal  of  the  Uterus  and  Ovaries. 
This  fearful  operation  was  performed  by  H.  R.  Storer,  of  Bos- 
ton, upon  the  person  of  Miss  Sarah  A.  Colcord,  on  the  25th  of 
August,  1865.  This  operation  has  been  performed  24  times, 
18  of  which  terminated  fatally.  In  the  case  so  minutely  des- 
cribed, the  mass  removed  weighed  thirty-seven  pounds,  and 
was  composed  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  and  about  40 
fibrous  tumors.  The  removal  of  this  immense  mass  from  the 
abdominal  and  pelvic  cavity  has  reflected  the  greatest  credit 
upon  the  operating  surgeon,  as  the  detailed  description  of  the 
preparation  previous  to  operating,  the  operation  itself,  and 
subsequent  management,  stamp  Dr.  Storer  as  a  purely  scien- 
tific and  skillful  surgeon.  The  entire  article,  written  by  him- 
self, is  overflowing  with  sound  reasoning  and  happy  deductions. 

Case  of  Neuralgic  and  Paralytic  affection  folloiving  Precipi- 
tate labor, — We  hear  much,  at  the  present  time,  about  the  vast 
amount  of  improvement  in  the  old  school  treatment,  as 
contrasted  with  the  practice  of  fifty  years  ago.  It  is  true 
they  do  not  bleed  so  profusely,  nor  resort  to  painful  and  horri- 
ble externals,  as  they  did.  Homoeopathy  has  demonstrated 
that  diseases  can  be  cured  without  this  violence,  and  the  public 
has  rebelled  against  useless  agony,  hence  the  improvement  in 
this  particular.  But  when  we  come  to  investigate  their  detailed 
treatment  we  find  the  same  loose  attempts  at  spoliation,  the 
same  grouping  in  the  dark  that  our  grandfathers  saw.  The  case 
in  question  so  fully  illustrates  this  treatment  that  we  will  con- 
dense it  in  this  paper. 

A  lady  confined  on  April  8th,  1865,  by  a  rapid  and  success- 
ful labor  ;  had  violent  after  pains,  for  which  full  doses  of  Cam- 
phor and  Opium  were  given  with  but  little  success,  no  sleep 
following  for  two  days  and  nights. 
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April  10th. — After-pains  succeeded  by  a  constant  numbness 
und  burning  pain  in  the  hips,  thighs  and  back.  •  Morphia  was 
given  with  no  good  result.  Two  nurses  were  kept  constantly 
employed  with  frictions,  endeavoring  to  soothe  the  intense  sut- 
fering.  A  vigorous  cathartic  was  administered,  with  enemas, 
which  moved  the  bowels.  This  was  evidently  satisfactory  to 
the  practitioner  ! 

April  11th. — About  the  same.  Retention  of  urine;  limbs 
seem  paralyzed ;  no  appetite. 

April  14th. — ^Much  dysuria,  with  great  pelvic  distress.  Still 
taking  Morphia  in  full  doses. 

April  15th. — Motion  of  the  hips  almost  lost ;  great  agony 
upon  any  attempt  to  move  ;  profuse  and  constant  perspiration. 
She  now  received  Buchu,  extract  of  Hyoscyamus,  Camphor, 
Nitrate  potassa.  Sulphate  of  Quinine,  Sulphuric  acid,  Chamo- 
milla  tea.  Opium  and  anesthetic  liniments.  She  thus  contin- 
ued in  her  agony,  with  the  addition  of  calomel  to  the  treat- 
ment, until  tbe  30th  of  April,  when  hypodennic  injections  of  a 
solution  of  Morphia  were  extensively  used,  and  which  ultimately 
afforded  relief  to  her  severe  suffering. 

On  January  30th,  1866,  she  remains  a  cripple. 

This  is  what  is  demonstrated  as  scientific  treatment ;  this  i& 
the  allopathic  accumulation  of  three  thousand  years ; — an  accu- 
mulation of  therapeutical  knowledge  that  is  applauded  by  the 
leading  allopathic  journal,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1866. 

The  woman  recovered  as  a  cripple;  but  who  would  be  willing^ 
to  risk  the  treatment  upon  their  own  person,  even  without  the 
debilitating  influence  of  the  disease. 

Let  us  remember,  when  we  are  disposed  to  grant  to  the 
dominant  school  a  great  profundity  of  wisdom,  that  the  old 
school  of  the  present  day,  exhibit  no  more  wisdom  than  did 
Sarah  when  she  dosed  Isaac  with  an  infusion  of  boneset. 

Dr.  Kemph  contributes  an  article  upon  the  treatment  of 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  in  the  July  number. 

The  first  seven  cases  recorded  all  terminated  fatally.  The 
treatment  in  the  first  case  was  R.  Eth,  Sulphas,  half  an 
ounce;  Terebinth  spr.,  one  ounce;  brandy, four  ounces;  syrup, 
five  ounces  :  a  tablespoonful  every  hour.  R.  Capsici  pulv.. 
Camphor,  aa,  one  and  one-half  scruple  ;  calomel,  one  scruple ; 
ft.  pulv.  V ;  take  one  every  hour ;  counter  irritation  to  the 
spine.  The  patient,  a  robust  boy  of  19,  died  the  same  day. 
Is  comment  necessary  ? 

In  case  1st,  injections  of  Turpentine  and  Asafoetida ;  died  in 
the  evening  of  the  first  day's  illness.  A  fine  boy  aged  seven 
years. 
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Cases  2d  and  3d,  both  died  immediately.  The  treat- 
ment not  given* 

Case  5th,  a  healthy  girl  of  13,  was  attacked  on  March  24th. 
She  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform,  and  admin- 
istered Calomel,  followed  by  Senna  with  salts,  and  injections  of 
Castor  oil.  The  next  day  the  attendant  was  surprised  to  find 
his  patient  alive  ;  so  he  gave  R.  calomel  gr.  20,  Ipecac,  gr.  6, 
divide  into  three  powders  and  give  one  every  three  hours,  and 
tincture  Verat.  veride,  gtt.  4 ;  Agua  Lauro-cerasi  one  dram  ; 
syrup  one  ounce,  every  hour.  The  next  day  ordered  Quinine 
and  chicken  broth,  and  the  next  day  the  case  terminated 
in  death. 

Ten  cases  are  published,  two  of  which  were  able  to  with- 
stand both  the  treatment  and  disease,  the  others  went  to  their 
graves — shall  we  not  say — victims  of  allopathic  ignorance. 

If  any  homoeopathic  practitioner  should  have  the  same  result 
with  his  cases,  the  allopathic  people  would  advocate  hanging 
as  a  mild  and  well  deserved  punishment.  Their  moral  indig- 
nation would  be  so  excited  that  they  would  be  disposed  to 
seize  the  sword  of  justice  and  execute  the  murderous  offender. 
We  speak  advisedly  when  we  say  no  sucjti  |>er-centage  of  loss 
has  accrued  to  any  homoeopathic  practioner. 

The  reviews,  reports,  etc.  etc.,  all  are  well  written,  and  are 
worthy  of  perusal.  We  would  commend  this  publication  to 
our  practitioners  both  for  the  general  scientific  information  and 
for  the  detailed  allopathic  horrors,  which  will  tend  to  make  ns 
all  more  fully  appreciate  the  great  blessing  of  homoeopathy. 

SOCIETIES— WHEN  AND    WHEItE    THEY    MEET.—lSee-lSe?. 

Nov. — The  North-Wcstern  Provers'  Association,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  13 
1866,  at  168  Clark  street,  Chicago. 

J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Rec,  See, 

Jan. — New  Hampshire  Homceopathic  Medical  Society  at ,  Jan. 

20.  J.  H.  Gallinger,  Secretary,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Feb. — New  York  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  at  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867. 

H.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st,  Albany. 

April. — The  ''Massachusetts  Homceopathic  Society ,''  Annual  Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  10. 

May. — The  "  Western  Institute  of  Homasapathy  "  at  Indianapolis, 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  1867. 
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May. — The  **  Canadian  Institute  of  Homoiopathy  "  convenes  at  Brant- 
\:--M  ^"^rd,  C.  W.,  second  Wednesday  in  May,  1867. 

May. — The  ^^JEomceopathic  Medical  Society,*^  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, meets  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
May,  1867,  at  10  a.  m, 

BusHROD  W.  James,  M.  D.  Rec.  Secretary^  Philadelphia. 

June. — The  ** American  Institute  of  Homasopathy  "  at  New  York  city, 
on  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1867. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  Gen,  Secretary,  Boston, 

June. — The  "Michigan  Institute  of  Homasopathy  "  at  Jackson,  Mich., 
on  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1867. 

Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  ** Philadelphia  County  JSbmceopathic  Medical  Society"  meets 
monthly,  on  the  third  Thursday  evening  of  the  month,  at  the 
Homoeopathic  College  building 

R.  J.  McClatchey,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

The  Cook  County  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  meets  every  alternate 
Friday  evening,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Hahnemann  College,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

The  *'CvyaJu)3a  County  Medical  Association"  meets  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  each  month,  in  the  rooms  of  the  City  Dispensary,  158 
Seneca  street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Geo.  W.  Barnes,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 
names  and  addresses,  with  dates  and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of 
proceedings,  &c.] 


■♦■  ♦  ♦ 


G0MMT7NIGATI0NS    RECEIVED. 


Reply  to  "A  Look  ahead,"  Criminal  Abortion — Answer  to  Prof, 
Hate.  The  Bible  of  Homcsopathy,  by  A.  J.  Bellows,  M.  D.  Calendula, 
by  G,  W,  Campbell,  M.  D,  Surgery  in  the  hands  of  homoeopaths. 
Fistula  in  ano,  cured  by  large  doses  of  Rhus,  Phytolacca  decandra, 
by  Dr.  Keep.  Letter  from  Prof.  S,  R.  Kir  by.  Sanguinaria  can' 
adensis  in  Pseudo-membranous  Croup.  Homoeopathic  Statistics. 
My  First  Steps,  Plantago  major.  Review  of  "  What  is 
jjfe."  Proving  of  Sanguinaria  canadensis.  Proving  of  Tri* 
folium.  Homoeopathy — by  T.  C.  Hunter.  Cactus  grandi/lorus,  Etc 
Homoeopathic  Electropathy,  Otitis  Externa.  Urea,  its  Cause,  Na- 
ture and  Effects.  Effects  of  Bryonia  on  the  Pulse.  A  Home  for 
Consumptives,  Gelseminum  in  Miliary  Fever.  Robinia  pseudo 
acacia,  by  Dr,  M,  Funk, 


mnul  %niim. 


Burnett* — Dr.  B.  J.  Burnett,  agraduatc  of  the  New  York  HomooO' 
pathic  Medical  College,  is  now  located  at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.  Hia 
friends  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  is  building  up  a  good 
practice. 

Cashing* — Dr.  A.  M.  Cushing,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  sends  us  an 
article  on  "  Surgery  in  the  hands  of  homoeopaths,''  which  we  will 
print  hereafter.  The  Doctor  manifests  a  spirit  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation. He  says  : — I  do  not  wish  to  have  my  name  left  out  from 
the  list  of  contributors.  I  had  rather  work  nights  to  furnish  some- 
thing  for  the  Observer." 

Colton* — D.  A.  Colton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Hahnemann 
College  assures  us  that  there  will  be  an  abundant  supply  of  mcUerial 
for  the  dissecting  room  the  present  session. 

Hall* — We  are  pleased  to  notice  by  an  advertisement  in  Hahne- 
mann  Monthly,  that  Dr.  Hall's  directory  is  now  in  press. 

Hal6« — Prof.  E.  M.  Hale  will  lecture  on  Practical  Pharmacology^ 
at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College. 

Harrin^tOIlt — Dr.  J.  C.  Harrington  leaves  Detroit  for  Toledo. 
We  are  sorry  to  say  that  he  made  a  bad  failure  here. 

Haryey • — Dr.  J.  S.  Harvey  leaves  Chester,  Pa„  for  Salona,  Clin- 
ton county,  in  the  same  State. 

PetcrSOIlt — Dr.  J.  C.  Peterson  has  completed  his  Homoeopathic 
Dispensatory.  We  expect  to  print  the  work  in  good  style,  as  soon  as 
the  **  New  Remedies  "  is  completed. 

Roberts* — We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  physicians  desiring 
a  partner,  or  to  sell  out,  to  the  advertisement  of  Dr.  C.  H.  Roberts  in 
our  advertising  supplement.  The  Doctor  has  had  long  experience, 
and  we  believe  that  he  is  a  good  practitioner. 

Smith* — G.  H.  Smith  has  removed  from  TariiFville  Conn.,  ta 
Sycamore,  111. 

Shide* — D.  R.  Shide  writes  from  Washington,  Franklin  Co.  Mo.,. 
Oct.  4,  186(5  :  "  Homoeopathy  holds  at  present  pretty  strong  hold 
here.  Eight  years  ago,  hardly  any  one  knew  anything  about  it.  At 
present  the  calomel  doctors  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  drink  beer, — 
where  we  will  leave  them." 

Webster* — Dr.  H.  D.  L.  Webster  has  removed  from  Painesville, 
Ohio,  to  Franklin,  Mass. 

Wilson* — Prof.  T.  P.  Wilson,  recently   gave  lectures  at  London 
and  Brantford,  C.  W.,  on  "American  politics,"  to   appreciative  audi- 
ences. 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer 
THE    HUKAN     BRAIN. 


BY    J.  D.  BUCK,   M.  D. 


Delivered  October  18,  1866,  in  the   Preliminary  Course  of  Lectvres 

at  the  Cleveland  HorncRopathic  College, 

The  homoBopathic  physician  of  to-day  is  i)efore  the  people 
as  the  champion  of  a  great  truths  and  something  more  i& 
required  of  him  than  the  mere  ordinary  details  of  his  profes- 
sion ;  these  he  must  possess  as  a  matter  of  coarse,  and  an 
honorable  spirit  of  emulation  will  allow  him  to  be  neither 
ignorant  nor  superficial — for  he  must  be  either  an  honor  or  a 
disgrace  to  his  calling — a  worker  or  a  drone  in  the  busy  hive 
of  life.  He  is  an  innovator,  and  must  be  able  to  defend  his 
position  against  weak-kneed  conservatism  on  the  one  hand, 
and  blind  bigotry  on  the  other.  "One  bows  willingly  to  no 
authority  but  Time  ; "  people  cling  tenaciously  to  old  opin- 
ions and  prejudices,  and  are  loath  to  give  them  up  for  things 
which  are  settled  by  long  use,  if  not  absolutely  good,  at  least 
^*fit  well  together;  "  and  we  shall  find  that  in  the  work  of  refor- 
mation we  have  often  to  begin  with  ourselves.  We  are  too  apt 
to  be  indolent  and  slothful,  preferring  a  life  of  ease  to  one 
of  labor  and  opposition ;  if,  therefore,  we  have  not  already 
done  so,  we  should  **  begin  reforming  at  once ;  proceed  in 
reforming  steadily  and  cautiously,  and  go  on  reforming 
forever.' 

Science  in  our  day  is  making  rapid  strides,  and  we  shall 
have  no  lack  of  occupation  if  we  keep  pace  with  the  world'a 
progress. 

Lord  Bacon  says :  "In  reading  we  hold  converse  with  the 
wise ;  in  the  business  of  life  generally  with  the  foolish." 
"Read  not'"'  he  says,  "to  contradict  and  refute,  nor  to  believe 
and  take  for  granted,   nor  to  find  talk  and  discourse,  but  to 
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weigh  and  consider.     Some  books  are  to  be  tasted,  others  to  be 
swallowed,  and  some  few  to  be  chewed  and  digested.''^ 

It  is  to  this  process  of  mental  digestion  and  assimulation  that 
the  minds  of  the  best  thinkers  of  the  age  are  at  present 
directed.  The  mind  of  the  age  is  turned  upon  itself,  and  has 
taken  to  exploring  its  own  mystery  ;  and  in  gleaning  from  past 
accumulations  of  thought,  food  for  its  healthy  nutrition,  it  is 
surprising  to  see  the  quantity  of  effete  matter  thrown  off.  The 
accumulated  filth  of  the  Augean  stables,  was  nothing  com- 
pared with  the  load  daily  carried  by  those  who  cling  to  insti- 
tutions and  usages,  honored  by  time,  but  long  since  left  in  the 
wake  of  the  world's  progress. 

It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the  human  mind  will  ever  com- 
prehend  fully  its  own  depths  or  mystery,  but  in  investigating 
the  process  of  thought,  we  arrive  at  some  of  the  grandest 
truths  of  existence.  The  great  law  of  the  correlation  of  forces 
is  as  applicable  to  human  energy  as  to  the  powers  of  Nature, 
and  has  a  bearing  upon  life  in  all  its  various  relations. 

Not  only  is  the  human  mind  a  mystery,  but  aside  from  the 
power  which  controls  and  governs,  the  organ  through  which  it 
operates,  and  which  alone  of  all  the  organs  of  the  human 
being  is  in  direct  communication  ^vitli  force,  I  mean  the  brain, 
demands  our  careful  thought  and  investigation. 

In  the  realm  of  Mental  Philosophy  or  Psychology,  we  deal 
only  with  the  mind,  with  the  abstract  essence,  untrammeled 
and  free ;  but  the  physician  meets  with  more  perverted  than 
natural  manifestations,  and  must  not  only  discriminate  between 
the  true  and  the  false,  but  will  often  be  required  to  trace  out 
disease  hidden  and  obscured  perhaps  for  years.  In  short,  his 
is  a  Pathological  Psychology,  and  not  more  varied  and  intricate 
are  the  sounds  which  vibrate  upon  the  tympanum,  than  the 
relations  of  the  human  brain  to  a  diseased  or  healthy  body. 
The  best  definition  that  has  yet  been  given  of  Life  is  "  the  co- 
ordination of  actions,^''  or  the  correspondence  of  external 
manifestations  to  internal  conditions.  *'It  is  the  definite  com- 
bination of  heterogeneous  changes,  both  simultaneous  and  suc- 
cessive, in  correspondence  with  external  co-existences  and 
sequences ;  the  two  great  divisions  of  life,  viz ,  The  Physical 
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and  Psychical  mnst  ever  be  distinguished  as  the  one  a  corres- 
pondence that  is  both  simultaneous  and  successive,  and  the 
other  a  correspondence  that  is  successive  only,"  and  from  the 
lowest  form  of  animal  life,  up  to  man,  we  have  a  perfect  gra- 
dation of  these  correspondences,  and  in  man  we  find  a  perfect 
adaptation  of  the  two  forms,  designated  by  the  terms  voluntary 
and  involuntary  actions. 

The  sensory  and  motor  actions  going  on  in  each  ray  of  the 
fitar  fish,  are,  in  the  main,  independent  of  those  going  on  in  the 
others ;  and  in  man,  many  of  the  actions  that  appear  volun- 
tary, are  in  a  great  degree  automatic.  The  actions  and  wants 
of  the  former  are  few  and  simple,  while  in  man  they  are  com- 
plex and  various,  thus  showing  that  gradual  process  of  evolu- 
tion, by  which  we  advanced  from  the  homogeneous,  to  the 
hetreogeneous,  or  from  the  life  of  the,  animal,  to  that  of 
man. 

Sensation,  volition,  and  the  mysterious  agency  of  intellect, 
and  instinct,  are  all  manifested  through  the  nerve  centres,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  the  brain.  It  is  composed  of  the 
cerebral  hemispheres,  the  cerebellum,  and  the  medulla  oblon- 
gata, or  upper  part  of  the  spinal  cord,  each  of  which  has  its 
peculiarities,  and  its  special  oflSce  to  perform  in  the  animal 
economy. 

I  do  not  propose,  gentlemen,  to  enter  into  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  the  brain  ;  this  you  will  find  in  your  text  books,  and 
receive  from  your  honored  professors  of  Anatomy  and  Physiol- 
ogy, much  better  than  I  can  give  it  you  ;  but  rather  to  give 
jou  a  few  general  facts,  from  which  you  must  draw  your  own 
deductions,  and  upon  which  you  can  enlarge  at  your  leisure. 

The  substance  of  the  brain  is  composed  of  gray  and  white 
tissue.  The  former  forming  an  external  layer,  is  composed  of 
vesicular  matter  of  glandular  texture,  and  largely  supplied 
with  blood.  It  is  the  originator  of  nervous  power.  The  white 
substance  is  firm  and  inelastic,  less  vascular  than  the  gray 
matter,  and  is  composed  of  tubular  fibers  ;  it  forms  the  greater 
part  of  the  nerves,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  spinal  cord. 
Its  office  office  is  simply  to  propagate  impressions ;  the  two 
kinds  do  not  occur  togetlier,  except  in  the  nerve  centres. 


540  AMERICAN   HOMOEOPATHIC   OBSERVER. 

The  chemical  composition  of  the  brain  is  well  known,  but  of 
the  characteristic  properties  of  the  gray  and  white  substance, 
we  are  ignorant. 

The  brain  is  remarkable  for  containing  phosphorus,  which 
varies  in  quantity  at  different  periods  of  life,  being  least  in. 
infancy  and  old  age. 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  brains  of  idiots  contain  lesfr 
phosphorus  than  the  normal  organ,  the  quantity  being  some- 
times diminished  by  one-half.  The  amount  of  phosphorus  in 
the  healthy  and  well  developed  brain  is  from  1.5  to  2  per 
cent.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  tlaat  phosphorus  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  manifestation  of  intelligence,  and  furnishefr 
an  indication  for  its  administration,  in  some  cases  of  disease. 
I  have  seen  marked  improvement  follow  its  use  in  softening  of 
the  brain ;  in  one  case,  paralysis  was  almost  entirely  removed, 
and  speech  restored. 

The  brain  continues  to  increase  in  weight  until  about  the 
20th  year,  although  more  rapidly  in  the  first  ten  years  ;  from 
the  20th  to  the  40th  years  it  retains  its  maximum,  and  is  sub- 
ject to  almost  imperceptible  ch  nges,  while  after  that  period  a 
slow  and  gradual  decrease  takes  place  through  the  closing 
decades  of  life.  About  80  per  cent,  of  the  brain  is  water,, 
with  a  greater  per-centage  in  infancy  and  less  in  old  age  ;  and 
consequently  we  meet  with  a  majority  of  cases  of  hydroceph- 
alus in  infancy  and  childhood. 

The  average  weight  of  the  brain  is  50  ounces  in  the  adult 
male,  and  45  in  the  female.  This  weight  of  the  brain  is  found 
to  be  absolutely  gr  aer  than  that  of  any  of  the  lower  animals, 
except  the  elephant  and  the  whale.  It  has  been  observed  that 
when  the  weight  of  the  brain  does  not  exceed  32  ounces,  it  is 
invariably  accompanied  by  idiocy,  or  some  degree  of  mental 
imbecility.  The  lightest  human  brains  on  record  have  been 
examined  and  described  by  Prof.  Marshall.  The  one,  that  of 
an  idiot  boy,  weighed  only  8  1-2  ounces,  while  of  the  other, 
that  of  an  idiot  woman,  the  weight  scarcely  exceeded  10 
ounces.  The  brain  of  Baron  Cuvier  is  about  the  heaviest  on 
record ;  it  is  said  to  have  weighed  64  ounces ;  that  of  tlie 
French  surgeon  Dupuytren  58  ounces,  wliile  those  of  Web  ter 


AMERICAN  HOM(EOPATHIC  OBSERVER.  541 

and  Napoleon  were  an  ounce  or  two  less.  Thackeray's  brain  was 
examined  after  his  death  and  found  to  contain  58  1-2  ounces. 

The  habits  of  individuals,  and  the  progress  of  civilization, 
are  said  t  o  have  an  effect  on  the  capacity  of  the  skull,  and  con- 
sequently on  the  size  of  the  brain.  Broca  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  examine  the  skulls  from  certain  vaults  and  cem- 
eteries in  Paris.  A  certain  number  of  skulls  were  taken  from  a 
common  pit,  in  which  paupers  were  buried,  and  others  be- 
longing to  the  same  epoch  from  private  graves,  which  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  occupied  by  people  of  the  more  educa- 
ted classes,  and  a  striking  difference  was  observed  in  the 
average  cranial  capacity  of  the  two  series.  But  was  not  pau- 
perism the  result  of  a  low  grade  of  cerebral  development  ?  In- 
vestigations in  this  direction  will  not  warrant  us  in  concluding 
that  intellectual  capacity  is  alone  proportionate  to  cranial 
development. 

At  birth,  the  relative  weight  of  the  brain  to  that  of  the 
body  is  one  to  six,  while  that  of  adult  life  is  one  to  36. 

We  frequently  meet  with  individuals  having  large  brains, 
jet  whose  intellectual  capacity  is  far  below  the  average.  In 
the  case  of  an  imbecile  the  brain  weighed  55  ounces,  the  intel- 
lectual defect  was  in  this  case  congenital.  This  apparent  dis- 
crepancy may  however  be  acounted  for,  when  we  coige  to 
examine  the  cerebral  convolutions. 

In  comparing  the  brains  of  a  Hottentot,  a  Bush-woman,  and 
SL  Chimpanzee,  a  remarkable  similarity  was  observed  in  these 
convolutions,  and  in  all  cases  they  were  found  to  be  much  less 
complicated,  more  superficial,  and  more  easily  recognized  and 
distinguished  than  that  of  an  adult  European  brain,  and  as  we 
descend  in  the  scale  of  animal  life  these  convolutions  become 
more  simple  and  less  defined,  until  they  disappear  entirely. 

Dr.  Boyd  found  after  extensive  investigation  as  to  the  weight 
of  the  brain,  that  the  left  hemisphere  almost  invariably 
weighed  more  than  the  right,  and  that  further  difference  was 
found  in  different  portions  of  the  same  hemisphere.  The  spe- 
cific gravity  xS  not  the  same  over  all  portions  of  the  cerebrum, 
but  differs  as  it  is  localized  by  special  convolutions,  and  these 
clxanges  are  said  to  be  indicative  of  different  functions  pertain- 
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ing  to  the  different  convolutions.  Here  is  a  fact  for  the  phre- 
nologist. It  has  been  suggested  that  the  greater  use  of  the 
right  side  of  the  body  has  something  to  do  with  the  increased 
weight  of  the  left  hemisphere,  remembering  always  that 
the  nerve  fibers  decussate  at  the  medulla  oblongata. 

In  the  American  Cyclopaedia  I  find  a  very  interesting  article 
on  the  subject  of  the  convolutions.  The  writer  says  :  "With- 
out question  the  various  operations  of  the  mind  are  associated 
with  the  cerebral  convolutions;  perception,  n:ory,  the 
power  of  abstraction,  imagination,  etc.,  possess  as  instruments 
of  action  these  folds  of  gray  matter;  as  Cuvier  says,  various 
sensations  may  be,  as  it  were,  consummated  and  become  percep- 
tible to  the  animal.  Mechanical  injury  to  the  convolutions 
and  the  central  white  substance  occasion  no  pain  or  disturbance 
of  the  motive  power.  In  many  divisions  of  the  brain  and  its 
membranes,  convulsions  accompanied  by  pain  occur,  but  this 
depends  on  a  change  produced  in  the  striated  and  optic  bodies, 
and  through  them  propagated  to  the  motor  and  sensitive 
nerves.  When  the  membranes  are  inflamed,  especially  the 
pia-mater,  the  mental  faculties  are  always  disturbed.  In  the 
delirium  of  fevers,  in  delirium  tremens,  etc.,  the  circulation  of 
the  convolutions  seems  to  be  cut  off.  The  convolutions  then, 
are  the  centre  of  the  intellectual  actions,  being  conn  cted  with 
the  striated  and  optic  bodies,  (which  have  been  regarded  as  the 
centres  of  volition  and  sensation,)  the  intellectual  centre  may 
either  excite  or  be  excited  by  them." 

Lesions  of  the  left  anterior  lobe,  and  consequent  paralysis  of 
the  right  side  of  the  body  has  been  followed  by  impairment  of 
articulation  and  loss  of  the  command  of  language,  or  the  com- 
munication of  ideas,  and  it  is  asserted  that  no  such  effect  fol- 
lowed lesion  of  the  ight  lobe,  this,  however  as  a  rule,  ill  not 
hold  good.  It  is  however,  a  remarkable  fact,  that  an  organ  so 
quick  to  perceive  and  register  impressions  from  other  organs, 
should  itself  submit  to  lesion  with  comparative  impunity. 

When  a  portion  of  the  brain  is  removed  by  accident  or 
design,  its  place  is  supplied  by  new  matter,  but  whether  by 
true  cerebral  substance,  or  not,  is  unknown.  Prof.  Winslow 
says,  in  his  admirable  work  on  the  brain  and  mind,   *'  That 
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the  brain,  while  destined  to  perceive  accurately  the  painful 
impressions  of  other  organs,  is  itself  not  conscious  in  the  incip- 
ient stage  of  disease,  of  the  lesion  of  its  own  stinicture.  Large 
portions  of  the  hemispherical  ganglia  have  been  been  removed 
with  the  knife,  and  have  even  sloughed  away  without  giving 
rise  to  any  appreciable  disturbance  to  cerebral  phenomena, 
pain  or  obvious  inconvenience.  If  the  cerebral  hemispheres 
in  a  mammal  or  bird  be  laid  bare,  they  may  be  handled,  or 
even  transfixed,  without  in  the  least  disturbing  the  animal. 
The  hemispheres  may  be  sliced  down  to  the  cavity  of  the  late- 
ral ventricle,  and  the  animal  remain  as  indifferent  as  though 
we  were  cutting  a  nail,  or  a  hair ;  it  only  struggles  and  cries 
out  when  the  tri-facial  nerve,  the  crus  cerebri,  the  optic  thalami 
or  the  medulla  oblongata  are  touched.  Thus  we  see,  that, 
while  the  different  portions  of  the  brain  are  in  direct  commu- 
nication, one  with  the  other,  and  to  a  great  extent  inter-depend- 
ent. They  have,  nevertheless,  separate  functions  to  perform  ; 
the  cerebellum,  while  presiding  over  the  so-called  animal 
passions  is  found  after  experiment,  and  investigation,  to  have 
for  its  oflSce,  the  co-ordination  of  muscular  motion^  for  when  it 
becomes  the  seat  of  disease,  if  mechanical  injury  or  irrita- 
tion, the  animal  loses  control  of  the  muscles.  Infatts 
have  been  born  without .  any  cerebrum  or  cerebellum ;  and 
such  have  existed  for  several  hours  or  even  days,  breathing, 
crying,  suckling  and  performing  various  other  movements. 
The  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  have  been  experimentally 
removed  from  birds  and  young  mammalia,  thus  reducing  these 
beings  to  a  similar  condition ;  and  all  their  vital  opera- 
tions have,  nevertheless,  been  so  regularly  performed,  as  to 
enable  them  to  live  for  weeks,  and  even  months,  thus  clearly 
showing  the  reflex  origin  of  many  muscular  actions. 

It  is  by  studying  the  special  function  of  the  several  portions 
of  the  brain,  their  composition  and  various  peculiarities,  that 
we  are  enabled  to  form  a  definite  diagnosis  in  many  obscure 
cases  of  disease.  Cases  of  importance  will  often  arise,  where 
the  intelligent  phybician  will  not  only  gain  honor  himself  but 
confer  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  suffering  patient,  and  relieve 
the  solicitude  of  anxious  friends  by  counsel,  and  assistance, 
such  as  it  is  his  duty  to  be  able  to  give. 
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Tlie  testimony  which  Prof.  Winslow  brings  to  bear  upon 
this  subject  is  perfectly  overwhelming,  and  the  time  has  come 
when  to  be  ignorant  on  these  subjects  amounts  to  little  less 
than  guilt,  for  the  physician  holds,  as  it  were  the  life  of  the 
patient  in  his  hands,  and  should  be  able  to  recognize  what 
asistance  is  possible  in  the  case. 

Within  the  last  year  three  cases  have  come  to  my  notice, 
which  had  been  treated  for  congestive  chills  and  heart  disease, 
which  were  found,  after  a  careful  investigation,  to  be  simply 
hysteria.  Here  the  danger  was  of  course  aggravated,  and  the 
patient  needlessly  alarmed,  and  it  was  some  satisfaction  to  be 
able  to  say  with  confidence  to  tliem  ^'your  fears  are  groundless, 
she  will  not  die." 

A  rigid  symptomentologist,  ignoring  Physiology  and  Pa- 
thology, will  often  fail  utterly,  and  fail,  too,  where  success  is 
only  waiting  to  be  courted. 

There  are  those  in  every  community  who  demand  a  reason 
for  our  opinions,  and  who  are  capable  of  judging  of  its  sound- 
ness when  given,  and  they  are  found  as  a  majority,  under  the 
banner  of  homoeopathy.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  struggling 
out  from  the  grossest  materialism  to  a  refined  system  of  Dy- 
namics, and  let  us  as  homoeopaths,  be  up  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age.  Let  me  encourage  you,  gentlemen,  in  your  professional 
attainments,  to  aim  high.  In  the  upper  ranks  there  is  always 
room,  and  they  w^ho  deserve  well  have  the  best  of  all  rewards, 
viz  :  the  consciousness  of  having  deserved. 

We  have  too  long  looked  to  rewards  and  punishments,  and 
shaped  by  these  our  course  through  life.  Truth  has  been 
warped  into  unnatural  channels,  until  she  has  stood  forth  a 
wrinkled  old  witch,  clothed  in  rags,  and  holding  in  her  uplifted 
hand  a  bundle  of  thongs  with  which  to  scourge  science  and 
investigation,  to  the  feet  of  bigotry  and  superstition. 

But  to-day,  thank  God,  a  brighter  vision  is  before  us,  and 
the  Goddess  of  Truth  is  being  revealed  in  all  her  beauty  and 
loveliness  ;  instead  of  thorns  she  is  crowned  with  flowers ;  her 
radiance  is  like  the  sun,  and  her  votaries  are  bidden  to  a  feast 
such  as  ignorance  never  dreamed  of;  their  worship  is  the  spon- 
taneous gushing  of  the  heart,  and  it  is  only  acceptable  when  it 
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18  free.  Religion,  science  and  art,  every  branch  of  learning, 
and  every  faculty  of  the  human  soul  is  open  for  investigation, 
*' until  at  last  they  rise  from  materiality  to  a  truth  of  the 
spiritual  world  of  so  exalted  a  nature,  that  it  has  been  truly 
«aid,  '  to  connect  the  mind  of  man  with  the  spirit  of  God.'  " 

The  present  age  is  remarkable  as  having  demonstrated  the 
fact  of  the  'persistence  or  indestructability  of  force.  Results 
that  never  could  be  reached  by  the  old  methods  of  thought, 
are,  under  this  new  dispensation,  clear  as  noon  day.  The 
result  has  been  to  revolutionize  thought,  and  what  has  hereto- 
fore been  asserted  by  sentinels  on  the  outposts  of  the  citadel, 
are  now  subject  to  demonstration  with  mathematical  exact- 
ness. 

Hahnemann  saw  this  ;  he  caught  a  strain  from  the  grand 
liannony  which  to-day  is  quickening  the  pulse,  and  thrilling 
the  hearts  of  thousands.  It  was  he  that  took  from  the  rubbish 
and  accumulated  ignorance  of  ages,  that  principle  of  force 
which,  under  the  guidance  of  intelligence,  banishes  disease, 
silently  and  effectually,  as  did  the  hand  of  the  Blessed  Re- 
deemer. It  is  the  same  principle  which  has  banished  the 
scourge  and  chains  from  the  cell  of  the  poor  maniac,  and  exer- 
cising the  law  of  eternal  kindness,  restores  him  to  his  friends, 
clothed  and  in  his  right  mind.  This  is  the  "faith  which  over- 
turns mountains  ;  "  it  is  the  real  Christ  Principle.  It  teaches 
^'that  the  laws  of  Nature  must  be  understood,  before  they  can 
be  obeyed,  and  that  only  through  this  understanding  can  man 
rise  to  the  mastery  of  its  powers,  and  bring  himself  into  final 
harmonv  with  his  conditions." 

The  homoeopathic  physician,  then,  resting  his  faith  upon  this 
basis,  that  force  is  stronger  and  more  potent  than  matter^ 
undertakes  great  responsibilities,  and  it  behooves  him  to  under- 
stand well  his  position.  Let  us  not  set  this  precious  jewel 
in  brass,  and  hide  it  in  a  measure,  but  let  us  rather  seek  to 
polish  and  adorn  it  by  every  accomplishment  of  mind,  and  by 
an  earnest,  upright  life. 

We  should  not  only  be  able  to  cure  our  patients,  but  should 
be  able  to  demonstrate  that  the  truth  we  hold  is  the  highest 
yet  conceived  by  the  mind  of  man,  and  that  just  in  proportion 
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as  we  understand  its  laws,  will  be  the  measure  of  our 
success.  Poverty  or  lack  of  opportunity  is  no  excuse  for  final 
failure.  Among  the  forces  which  control  and  govern,  will 
power  is  placed  at  the  head,  and  he  who  wilh  to  excel  need 
have  no  fear  of  failure.  He  has  hardly  deserved  to  live,  who 
allows  the  sim  to  rise  and  set,  without  enlarging  his  heart,  or 
increasing  his  store  of  knowledge.  The  capacity  of  the  human 
mind  may  never  be  known,  but  it  is  capable  of  an  infinite 
amount  of  expansion  and  cultivation.  We  have  seen  that  the 
specific  gravity  of  the  brain  is  not  the  same  over  all  portions, 
and  phrenologists  tell  us  that  we  may  develop  and  cultivate 
the  different  organs  so  as  even  to  alter  the  conformation  of  the 
skull. 

I  earnestly  desire  the  prosperity  of  this  institution,  and 
the  success  of  every  student  who  goes  forth  from  her  walls. 
The  medical  profession  furnishes  rare  opportunities  for  study 
and  investigation,  for  the  physician  has  access  to  every  phase 
of  life,  and  witnesses  diseased  and  healthy  action,  in  all  its 
varieties.  It  is  moreover  a  glorious  mission,  to  stay  the  ravages 
of  the  Reaper  Death,  to  banish  disease  from  the  tortured  body, 
and  to  bring  back  the  mind  that  has  wandered  among  the 
ghosts  of  a  perverted  vision,  into  pleasant  paths  by  the  "  still 
waters." 

O  !  who  can  decipher  the  mystic  scroll — 

Unravel  the  tortuous  skein, 
Who  fathom  the  depths  of  the  human  soul 

And  the  wonder-working  hrain  ? 
Twere  easier  far  to  fathom  the  seas, 

And  number  their  shining  sands ; 
To  bridle  the  mighty  rushing  breeze, 

Grasp  the  ocean  in  our  hands; 
*Twere  easier  far  to  count  the  stars, 

And  stav  them  in  their  course, 
Or  to  catch  the  lightning's  flashing  bars. 

Than  to  measur«  this  God-like  force. 

The  light  that  travels  the  realms  of  space 

Through  the  lapse  of  a  thousand  years, 
And  reaches  at  last  the  human  face 

From  one  of  those  shining  spheres, 
Is  twin  to  the  thought  its  light  hath  raised 

In  the  mind,  through  the  orb  of  sight ; 
And  the  heat  that  has  warmed  its  journey ings. 

Is  born  from  a  ray  of  light. 

It  stayed  not  its  course  thro'  the  boundless  deep. 

To  shake  hands  with  its  lightning  brother  ; 
The  .chemist's  lore  and  mesmeric  sleep, 

All  spring  from  one  common  mother  ; 
For  force  is  eternal,  and  matter  is  slave. 

Through  all  its  vast  gradations  ; 
And  each  of  Earth's  fi  ful  changing  waves,  ' 

Is  twin  to  the  constellations. 


Pateia  ^Mm. 


PROVING    OP    JUQLANS     CINEBEA. 


BY    JOSEPH    P.  PAINE,  M.  D. 


Presented  as  a  Thesis  to  the  Faculty  of  the  Homceopachic  Medical 

College  of  Philadelphia^  in  1852. 

Proving  commenced  Nov  20th,  1851.  Took  four  drops  of  the  3d 
attenuation,  per  day,  at  night. 

From  Nov.  20th  to  the  25th,  no  symptoms. 

Nov,  25th. — Took  nine  drops  of  the  1st  atten.,  at  night.  Half  an 
hour  after,  slight  vertigo,  with  a  sinking,  faint  feeling  in  the  stomach, 
extending  to  the  abdomen.  Three  hours  after,  diarrhoea  with  burning 
in  the  anus  before  and  after  stool. 

Nov.  26th. — Took  two  drops  of  the  first  attenuation  in  the  morning. 
Pain  in  the  left  chest;  feeling  of  weakness  and  debility.  11,  a.  m. — 
slight  nausea  with  vertigo.  3  p.  m. — Yellow,  frothy  diarrhoea,  with 
tenesmus  and  burning  in  the  anus  after  stool.  Cramp-like  pain  in  the 
hip,  at  night. 

Dec.  1st. — Took  ten  drops  of  the  tincture.     No  symptoms. 

Dec.  2d. — Took  fifteen  drops  of  the  tincture.  Nausea  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  dryness  of  the  fauces,  and  sensation  as  if  the  throat  was 
swollen. 

Dec.  3d. — Took  twenty-five  drops  of  the  tincture.     Vivid  dreams. 

Dec.  4th. — Aching  pain  in  both  ankles.  Stitch-like  pain  under 
the  right  scapula,  when  stooping ;  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  fauces. 
Aching  pain  in  the  abdomen  after  dinner  ;  soon  after,  diarrhoea,  with 
burning  in  the  anus.  Aching  pain  in  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  extend- 
ing through  the  lumbar  region  and  up  the  spine ;  aching  pains  in 
various  parts  of  the  body.  Feeling  of  lassitude  ;  aching  pains  in  the 
arms  and  wrists,  as  if  sprained  by  hard  work. 

Dec.  5th. — Aching  pain  in  the  occiput,  in  the  morning,  in  bed, 
passing  off"  on  getting  up.  Numb  pain  in  the  right  axilla,  extending 
down  the  arm,  along  the  course  of  the  nerves,  which  lasted  three 
hours.  Pain  under  the  vertebral  border  of  the  right  scapula  increased 
by  moving  the  part,  and  by  drawing  a  long  breath. 
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Dec.  6th. — Pain  uyider  the  Hght  scapula^  making  breathing  pain- 
ful ;  numb  pain  in  the  right  axilla,  extending  down  the  arm.  Pain 
in  the  right  knee,  felt  on  going  up  stairs. 

Dec.  7th. — Pain  under  the  right  scapula  continues.  Dryness  of 
the  nose  ;  aching  pains  in  the  wrists,  extending  up  the  arms;  consti- 
pation. 

Dec.  8th. — Took  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture.  Pain  under  scapula 
continues. 

Dec.  9th. — Slight  pain  under  the  right  scapula ;  constipation. 
Dec.  10th. — Constipation. 

Dec.  12th. — Took  sixty  drops  of  the  tincture  at  night. 
Dec.  13th. — Aching  pain  in  the  abdomen  at   intervals,  with  flatu- 
lence.   Pain  in  the  lumbar  and  dorsal  vertebrae  at  night. 

Dec.  14th. — Soft  stool,  with  pain  and  flatulence  in  the  abdomen  ; 
aching  pains  in  the  limbs  ;  accelerated  pulse. 

Jan.  6th,  1862. — Took  twenty -five  drops  of  the  7th  atten.,  at  night. 
Burning  in  the  stomach. 

Jan.  7th. — Took  twenty-five  drops  of  the  7th  atten.,  at  night.  No 
symptoms. 

Jan,  8th. — x\ching  pain  in  the  region  of  the  lumbar  vertebra  and 
right  sacro-iliac  symphysis ;  occasionally  sharp  pains  in  the  calves  of 
the  legs;  pain  in  coc^  hypochondriac  region.  Dull,  aching  pain  in 
the  right  axilla,  extending  down  the  arras  ;  aching  pain  in  the  right 
shoulder. 

Jan.  9th,  a.  m. — Dull  pain  in  the  left  arm  ;  occasional  shooting 
pains  in  the  lumbar  regions.  Pain  under  the  left  scapula ;  aching 
in  the  right  scapula.  Took  twenty-five  drops  of  the  3d  attenuation  at 
night.  Very  restless  at  night ;  tossing  about  a  great  deal  while 
iisleep. 

Jan.  10th,  A.  M. — Dull,  aching  pain  in  the  right  shoulder  ;  aching 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  sacro-iliac  symphysis,  worse  while  sitting  ; 
pain  between  the  shoulders,  p.  m. — Aching  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
lumbar  vertebra,  with  restlessness.  Pains  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
abdomen,  caused  by  flatus ;  restless  sleep. 

Jan.  11th,  A.  M. — Diarrhoea  without  pain;  took  twenty -five  drops 
of  the  first  attenuation  at  night. 

Jan.  12th,  a.  m. — Roughness  and  soreness  of  the  throat ;  numb  pain 
in  the  wrists  and  arms ;  pain  in  the  left  knee  and  thighs  ;  violent 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae  'and  sacro-iliac  symphysis 
worse  when  sitting  down.      Dull  headache,  more  on  the  right  side, 
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which  lasted  three  hours.  p.  m. — Burning  in  the  eyes  ;  aching  pain^ 
in  the  right  axilla  ;  restless  sleep; 

Jan.  13th,  a.  m  — Aching  pain  in  the  right  temple^  which  lasted^ 
three  or  four  hours ;  very  restless  in  the  night. 

Jan.  15th. — Aching  pain  in  the  region  of  the  inguinal  rings,  and 
great  soreness  felt  on  rising  from  a  recumbent  position. 

SECOND    PROVING. 

Nov.  19th. — Took  five  drops  of  the  3d  atten.,  at  night;  no  symp- 
toms. 

.  Nov.  29th. — Took  ten  drops  of  the  first  atten.,  at  night;  pain  in 
the  left  shoulder ;  oppression  of  the  chest ;  raising  a  quantity  of 
dark-colored  blood ;  great  tendency  to  sleep  ;  frightful  dreams.  Burn- 
ing in  the  pharynx. 

Nov.  25th — Took  five  drops  of  the  tincture  ;  pain  in  the  left 
shoulder,  in  the  elbows  and  in  the  knees ;  soreness  of  the  throat* 
Great  wakefulness;  rigid  state  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck;  diarrhma 
with  cutting  in  the  abdomen  ;  burning  in  the  abdomen  after  stool. 

A  week  after  taking  the  medicine,  I  have  swelling  in  both  submax- 
illary glands,  more  in  the  right  gland, 

[The  above  provings  will  be  continued  hereafter.  They  were  com- 
menced at  a  somewhat  late  period  of  the  present  course  of  lectures, 
and  owing  to  this,  and  to  the  fact  the  writer's  system  is  not  sensitive 
to  the  action  of  remedies,  he  has  comparatively  few  symptoms  to  pre- 
sent.    It  cannot,  however,  be  said  that  they  are  unimportant. 

He  is  encouraged  by  Dr.  Neidhard,  who  is  himself  much  inter- 
ested in  the  remedy,  to  present  them  in  the  form  of  a  thesis,  which  he 
has  concluded  to  do,  believing  that  he  is  thus  performing  an  act  of 
usefulness  to  the  profession,  and  assisting  in  the  development  of  a  rem- 
edy destined  to  become  of  standard  value  in  our  Materia  Medica.] 


Chloroform  as  a  Means  of  Detecting  Bile  in  the  Urine. 

The  London  Lancet  says  : — *'  A  new  method  for  the  detection  of 
bile  ia  the  urine  is  proposed  by  M.  Cunisset,  and  is  given  fully  in  the 
January  number  of  the  Journal  de  Chimie  Medicale.  He  places  in  a 
test-tube  forty  or  fifty  grammes  of  the  urine  to  be  examined,  and  adds 
to  it  four  or  five  grammes  of  chloroform,  and  then  shakes  the  mixture. 
If  the  urine  contains  bile  it  immediately  assumes  a  fine  yellow  color, 
and  on  allowing  it  to  rest,  the  chloroform  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the 
tube,  drawing  with  it  the  fatty  matters  of  the  urine  colored  by  the 
yellow  biliary  substance.** 
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For  the  American  HomceopatMo  Observer. 
SXTEBNAL  POISONING  BY  THE  [EUFHOBBIA  C0B0Iil4ATA. 


BY   S.  A.  MERRILL,  M.  D.,  INDEPENDENCE,  IOWA, 


The  variety  of  Euphorbia  referred  to,  and  which  grows 
here  in  the  rich  bottoms  in  great  profusion,  is  a  plant  from  one 
and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  height,  the  leaves  of  which,  near  the 
top  of  it,  begin  to  turn  white  on  the  edges,  becoming  more  so 
as  they  approach  the  real  flower,  which  is  situate  in  the  center 
of  a  large  corymb  or  whorl  of  these  flowers,  like  leaves, 
giving  to  the  whole  the  appearance  of  a  large  flower. 

The  plant,  when  broken  in  any  part,  exudes  a  thick,  milky 
juice,  which  is  irritating  to  the  skin,  especially  in  irritable  sub- 
jects, producing  large  vesicles  filled  with  yellowish  serum. 
This  eruption  is  accompanied  with  a  more  or  less  diffused  red- 
ness of  the  skin  of  the  affected  parts.  It  seems  to  have  a  spe- 
cific affinity  for  the  face  and  head,  producing  in  many  cases, 
where  the  poison  has  been  carried  to  these  parts,  violent 
phlegmonous  inflammation,  simulating  very  closely  an  attack  of 
erysipelas,  with  great  tumefaction,  violent  throbbing  pains  in 
the  head,  especially  the  forehead  and  vertex ;  intolerance  of 
light  and  noise ;  high  fever ;  constipation  of  the  bowels ; 
coated  tongue,  and  most  all  the  usual  concomitants  of  high 
nervous  erethism. 

I  have  had  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  poisoning  of  this  kind, 
this  season.  Have  found  Belladonna  to  act  like  magic  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  fever,  allaying  the  pain,  fever,  and  swelling 
very  speedily. 

One  case  tliat  came  to  me  after  the  poison  had  become  fixed 
in  the  system,  had  to  be  treated  with  Sulphur  and  Mercu- 
rius.  The  skin  broke  out  in  ulcerating,  boil-shaped  eleva- 
tions. 

In  the  acute  stage,  under  proper  treatment,  the  disease  dis- 
appears in  a  few  days. 

In  the  chronic  stage  it  is  apt  to  run  on  for  weeks. 


ractiti  uf  ^Mtint. 


JUGIiANS    CINEBEA    IN    SKIN    DISEASES. 


Dr.  A.  E.  Horton,  of  East  Poultney,  Vt,  reports  the  following 
cases  cured  with  Juglans  : — 

**  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  some  of  the  clinical  expe- 
rience I  have  had  with  the  Juglans  cinerea,  which  I  consider  a  real 
polychrest,  so  far  as  diseases  of  the  muco-cutaneous  surfaces  are  con- 
cerned. The  Juglans  has  been  used  considerably  by  some  eclectic 
physicians,  and  it  was  during  the  period  that  I  practiced  that  system, 
that  I  became  acquainted  with  it ;  but  thus  far  I  have  never  seen  any 
reference  made  to  it  by  homoeopathic  writers.  Of  this  much,  how- 
ever, I  am  satisfied,  that  it  is  eminently  homoeopathic  to  the  whole 
range  of  skin  diseases,  from  a  simple  erythema  to  pemphigus,  and 
theoretically,  1  should  say  to  those  of  a  more  obstinate  character.  It 
seems  to  be  equally  as  well  adapted  to  congestions  and  irritations  of 
the  respiratory  and  gastric  mucous  membrane,  and  its  use  has  been 
itttended  with  such  decided  success,  that  I  feel  anxious  to  have  the 
profession  at  large  give  it  a  trial. 

I  give  below  a  few  of  the  cases  in  which  I  used  the  remedy  alone, 
for  I  used  it  a  long  time  in  combination,  as  is  natural  to  eclectics, 
attributing  the  cures  to  other  ingredients,  when  undoubtedly  they 
were  owing  to  the  Juglans.  I  have  treated  oases  of  lichen  and  other 
mild  case  of  skin  disease  with  the  most  positive  results,  but  I  send 
only  a  few  of  the  more  important  ones  which  you  may  add  to  your  own 
and  others'  experience,  if  you  had  any  with  the  remedy. 

Cisse  1. — Forest  H.,  aged  2  years,  had  chronic  ecthyma  of  three 
months'  standing;  eruption  general  and  almost  confluent,  so  large  and 
thiokly  set  were  the  pustules.  Those  upon  the  face  seemed  to  be 
drying  somewhat,  with  the  steady  increase  and  aggravation  of  those 
upon  the  body  and  extremities.  Had  been  treated  allopathically  at 
first,  when  the  parents  becoming  discouraged  with  the  prospect, 
concluded  to  employ  an  old  doctress,  who  professed  to  do  wonders 
with  roots  and  herbs.  Consequently  the  child  had  to  endure  another 
month  of  active  drugging  with  the  same  discouraging  result.  At 
this  juncture  I  was  called,  and  found  the  little  patient  sufi^ering  ex- 
cessively. He  could  neither  sit  nor  lie,  with  any  degree  of  comfort  ; 
worried  much  of  the  time  ;  slept  but  little  ;  appetite  poor ;  diarrhcea. 
I  prescribed  Juglandin,  first  decimal  trituration,  ten  grains  in  half  a 
glass  of  water,  a  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  Saw  the  patient  again 
the  third  day,  at  which  time  there  seem'ed  to  be  a  little  improvement. 
Oontinued  the  same  treatment.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  the  im- 
provement was  decided  ;  appetite  better ;  slept  more  ;  bowels  becom- 
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^ng  more  natural.  The  crusts  were  rapidly  dryiog  and  falling  off. 
Continued  the  Juglandin  two  weeks  more,  at  longer  intervals,  at 
which  time  there  were  only  a  few  remaining  pustules  of  small  size ; 
which  rapidly  disappeared,  until  the  cure  was  complete. 

Case  2. — Jenny  H.,  aged  8  years ;  ecthymatous  eruption  uponi 
the  body,  face  and  arms,  attended  with  a  painful  itching  sensation  that 
created  an  almost  irresistible  inclination  to  tear  off  the  crusts.  I 
gave  her  a  vial  of  the  first  decimal  dilution,  from  a  tincture  made  from, 
the  inner  bark  of  the  root  of  the  Juglans,  to  be  taken  in  three-drop 
doses,  three  times  per  day.  In  two  weeks  she  was  cured,  with  the 
exception  of  some  slight  ulcerations  upon  the  arms,  the  result  of  tear- 
ing the  crusts  from  some  of  the  pustules  ;  but  these  steadily  healed, 
and  in  another  week  the  cure  was  complete. 

Case  3. — A.  W.,  adult;  had  been  out  of  health  some  time  ;  com- 
plained of  languor  ;  slight  nausea  at  times,  and  occasional  wandering 
pains  about  the  limbs  ;  was  seized  quite  suddenly  during  the  night- 
with  acute  pain  through  the  right  hypochondriac  region,  darting  up- 
wards into  the  chest,  producing  considerable  difficulty  of  respiration,, 
and  some  cough.  There  was  also  some  nausea  and  considerable  fever. 
For  these  symptoms  I  gave  Aconite,  which  produced  ready  relief,. 
The  third  day  following  the  attack  there  appeared  on  the  body  and 
extremities  the  most  general  and  perfect  eruption  of  erythema  nodo- 
sum I  ever  saw ;  the  patches  were  numerous  and  extensive,  varying 
in  size  from  that  of  a  dollar  to  that  of  a  man's  hand,  I  gave  him 
Juglandin,  first  decimal  trituration  ;  made  three  visits  afterwaids  on 
alternate  days,  when  the  cure  was  complete,  the  eruptions  leaving  the 
characteristic  greenish-yellow  color  of  the  skin. 

Case  4. — John  D.,  adult ;  had  been  somewhat  indisposed  a  week 
or  two  ;  rheumatic  pain  in  right  shoulder,  extending  to  the  pectoral 
muscles,  producing  inability  to  draw  a  deep  inspiration  ;  had  a  single 
thickly  set  patch  of  impetigo  figurata  upon  the  inside  of  left  leg, 
between  knee  and  instep,  which  soon  became  crusted,  discharging  a 
purulent  ichorous  secretion,  that  irritated  the  surrounding  skin,  pro- 
ducing a  wide,  inflammatory  margin  ;  it  was  painful  and  sore,  so  much 
so  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  could  walk.  His  little 
daughter  had  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  number  of  pustules  of 
the  sparse  variety  of  impetiginous  eruption  upon  the  arms  and  hands. 
I  gave  him  five  drop  doses  of  the  dilution  of  Juglans  and  three  drop 
doses  of  the  same  to  the  daughter,  to  be  repeated  three  times  per 
day.     In  ten  days,  both  were  cured. 

Case  5. — Dec.  15,  1865.  Was  called  to  see  Flora  B.  aged  18 
months.  Found  her  as  follows  :  An  impetiginous  eruption  upon  her 
chin,  which  had  been  torn  and  broken,  producing  hard  crusts,  which 
nearly  covered  the  entire  surface  ;  some  scattering  crusts  of  the  same 
upon  the  hands  and  arms  ;  several  large  aphthous  sores  upon  the  in- 
side of  the  lips  and  upon  the  tongue,  bowels  very  much  constipated, 
altogether  making  the  child  very  fretful  and  feverish.  The  ichorous 
secretion  of  the  sores  had  inoculated  the  mother's  breast,  (she  was 
still  nursing  the  child),  producing  similar  sores  around  the  nipples. 
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I  advised  the  immediate  weaning  of  the  child,  and  prescribed  20 
drops  of  the  first  decimal  dilation  of  Ja/slans  in  half  a  glass  of  water, 
a  teaspoonf\il  every  four  hours ;  also  a  glycerole  of  the  same  applied 
to  the  eruption,  three  times  per  day,  the  same  to  be  applied  to  the 
mother's  breast. 

Deo.  20. — Very  much  improved  ;  apthous  condition  of  the  mouth 
all  gone ;  crusts  rapidly  drying  and  falling  off;  bowels  had  moved 
natural  and  healthy ;  continue  the  same  treatment  with  half  the 
former  dose. 

Dec.  29. — Saw  the  father  of  the  child  this  morning ;  said  both 
mother  and  child  were  cured. 

Case  6. — M.  M.,  aged  four  years  ;  had  a  patch  of  herpes  circin- 
atus  upon  the  chin  about  the  size  of  a  dollar  ;  had  lasted  two  weeks 
and  was  steadily  increasing  in  size  ;  gave  the  second  decimal  dilu- 
tion of  Juglans  three  times  per  day  in  three  drop  doses.  In  one 
week  the  crust  came  off,  leaving  the  surface  healthy  but  somewhat 
reddened,  which  soon  assumed  its  natural  hue,  and  in  two  weeks  the 
cure  was  perfect. 

Case  7. — In  my  own  case  its  use  has  been  attended  with  such 
satisfactory  results  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  them.  X  have  been 
troubled,  from  a  child,  with  eczema  of  the  hands,  steadily  aggrava- 
ted of  late  years,  one  attack  hardly  subsiding  before  a  fresh  crop 
would  make  its  appearance,  often  passing  from  the  simple  to  the 
impetiginous  variety,  the  ichorous  and  semi-purulent  secretion  oozing, 
upon  exercising ;  the  hands  would  crust  over  again,  causing  the  most 
intolerable  itching  and  soreness,  in  fact,  I  have  been  awakened  many 
a  time  from  sound  sleep,  to  find  myself  scratching  the  skin  from  my 
hands,  only  to  make  a  bad  matter  worse.  I  have  also  for  the  last 
five  years  had  dyspepsia  with  bronchial  irritation  and  cough.  Have 
used  Iris  versicolor  and  other  remedies,  from  time  to  time,  without 
the  least  benefit;  have  taken  Arsenicum  a  month  at  a  time,  in  material 
doses,  with  but  very  slight  improvement.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  past  summer,  I  concluded  to  try  the  Juglans  in  my  own  case.  It 
was  at  the  commencement  of  a  fresh  attack,  I  took  three  doses  of  the 
mother  tincture  twice  a  day,  and  to  my  great  surprise  and  gratifica- 
tion, the  attack  completely  aborted,  the  eruption  disappeared  in  a 
week.  I  continued  the  medicine  once  a  day  for  three  weeks  more, 
when  I  was  equally  gratified  to  find  that  the  bronchial  irritation  had 
nearly  left  me,  and  that  my  dyspepsia  was  cured.  I  have  since 
remained  free  from  eruption  or  cough,  except  occasionally  when  I  am 
exposed  to  the  night  air,  when  I  get  a  slight  return  of  the  bronchial 
irritability.  My  appetite  and  digestion  are  good  and  I  can  eat 
anything  that  is  suitable. 

Case  8. — W.  M — ,  aged  14,  was  about  the  8th  of  April  attacked  with 
what  appeared  to  be  a  mild  case  of  eczema,  of  the  hands  and  wrists. 
I  was  consulted,  and  prescribed  Juglans,  1st  decimal  dilution,  in  five 
drop  doses,  three  times  a  day.  I  did  not  see  him  again  until  thel4tb, 
when  I  learned  from  his  mother  that  she  had  started  three  days  before 
to  carry  him  away  to  school,  some  forty  miles  ;  but  when  about  Ulf 
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way,  she  found  the  disease  hecoming  suddenly  and  rapidly  aggravated, 
80  much  so,  in  fact,  that  she  dare  not  proceed,  but  turned  about  and 
returned  home  immediately.  She  had  discontinued  the  medicine, 
fearing,  as  she  said,  that  it  was  what  caused  the  aggravation,  which 
I  could  not  conscientiously  dispute.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival,  the 
second  day  after  their  return,  as  I  was  out  of  town,  the  eruption  had 
become  so  aggravated  that  instead  of  a  simple  eczema,  it  had  assumed 
all  the  characteristics  of  a  fully  developed  impetigo  figurata  in  its 
pustular  stage.  The  patches  had  coalesced,  and  the  eruption  had  be- 
come confluent  generally  ;  the  pustules  were  discharging  and  crusting 
over,  and  there  was  a  degree  of  tension  and  pain  about  them  that  was 
quite  unbearable.  After  I  had  looked  the  case  over,  the  mother 
wanted  to  know  if  I  thought  I  could  cure  him  :  said  she  was  afraid 
that  I  could  not,  as  she  had  a  similar  attack  when  a  child,  which  baf- 
fled the  skill  of  some  half  a  dozen  physicians.  I  told  her  that  the 
remedy  he  was  taking  was  the  right  one,  and  would  cure  him  ;  if  it 
did  not  I  should  be  very  much  disappointed.  I  immediately  took  the 
vial  containing  it,  and  made  the  second  dilution  from  it  with  water ; 
told  him  to  take  the  same  dose  as  before,  three  times  a  day.  I  also 
made  a  lotion  by  putting  a  dram  of  the  tincture  into  half  a  pint  of 
•cold  water,  and  applying  clotha  saturated  in  it  all  the  while.  This 
treatment  was  continued  without  any  variation  except  to  gradually 
diminish  the  dose  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  months,  at  which  time 
the  cure  was  complete  and  the  medicine  suspended. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

PHYTOLACCA    IN    TEETHING    AND    COUGH. 


BY    S.    A.     MERRILL,  M.    D. 


We  would  advise  our  professional  friends  to  test  the  virtues 
of  Phytolacca  in  irritable  teething.  So  far  as  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  in  using  it  in  these  difficulties,  it  acts  very 
promptly  and  efficiently.  We  were  first  induced  to  try  its 
effects  in  a  case  that  had  resisted  all  other  remedies.  We  were 
led  to  do  so  from  noticing  its  effects  upon  the  gums  and  teeth, 
in  theprovings  of  this  drug: — "  Irresistible  inclination  to  bite 
the  teeth  together,  etc."  To  our  agreeable  surprise,  it  not 
only  instantly  removed  all  the  irritation  of  the  gums,  but  at 
the  same  time  cured  a  severe  cough  that  was  very  annoying  to 
the  little  sufferer.  Both  symptoms  disappeared  like  magic. 
An  older  child  in  the  same  family,  affected  with  a  similar 
cough,  (laryngeal,)  was  cured  with  a  dose  or  two  at  the  same 
remedy.  We  would  suggest  the  use  of  the  high  potencies,  as 
the  low  are  apt  to  aggravate  the  symptoms.  We  used  the 
12th.       . 
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For  the  American  Homcsopathic  Obserrer. 
BOBINIA    PSSUDO-ACACIA. 


BY  M.  FUNK,  M.  D.,  NEW  ORLEANS,   LA. 


I  have  treated  a  severe  case  of  swamp  fever ;  the  patient  is 
a  man  of  about  45  years  of  age,  suflfering  since  three  years, 
(and  homoeopathically  treated  by  me  since  four  months)  with  a 
sympathetic  congh,  originating  from  an  enlargement  of  the 
liver,  (auscultation  and  percussion  of  the  pulmonary  region 
being  perfectly  normal.)  The  paroxysms  returned  every  day 
in  the  late  afternoon,  during  which  the  consciousness  was 
entirely  suspended,  and  lasted  most  until  three  or  four  o'clock 
next  morning,  when  he  was  suffering  badly  by  flatulence  and 
frequent  eructations;  at  last  with  emissions  of  flatus  the 
paroxysm  faded  away  gradually.  The  indicated  remedies 
seemed  to  have  not  the  least  power  of  diminishing  the  symp- 
toms ;  the  paroxysm  on  the  third  day  of  treatment  was  so 
severe  that  the  patient  collapsed ;  the  eyes  were  sunken ; 
face  hippocratic ;  a  rattling  of  mucus  in  the  throat  and  chest, 
which  was  nearly  suffocating  His  wife  and  cliildren  were 
standing  around  his  bed,  crying  and  lamenting,  and  neither 
myself,  nor  any  one  of  his  present  friends,  expected  him  to 
live  an  hour  longer;  Carbo  vegetabilis  100th,  removed  the 
most  imminent  danger  within  an  hour,  so  that  rest  and  a  sound 
sleep  set  in,  which  lasted  from  8  until  2  o'clock  at  night,  when 
he  awoke,  and  had  not  the  least  recollection  of  his  nearly  fatal 
attack  of  fever,  except  a  feeling  of  most  extreme  weakness. 
He  had  however,  three  more  attacks  during  the  following  three 
days,  not  so  severe,  but  little  less,  during  the  intermission, 
before  the  last  of  which  I  administered  Cornine,  first  decimal 
trituration,  three  grains  in  one  half  a  tumblerful  of  water,  in 
teaspoonful  doses,  every  hour.  Just  before  the  attack  he  was 
asking  for  water,  and  by  mistake  the  tumbler  with  the  Cornine 
solution  was  given  to  him,  and  he  drank  it  all  up.  Soon  after 
he  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  fever,  with  delirium,  the  worst 
he  ever  had,  and  I  was  quickly  called  for,  but  when  I  came 
the  aggravation  had  subsided,  the  fever  and  unconsciousness, 
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however,  lasted  as  long  as  ever,  also  the  distressing  flatulence  ; 
at  last,  about  5  o'clock,  with  emissions  of  flatus,  the  fever  left 
again,  but  the  prostration  was  as  great  as  ever ;  the  head  dull 
and  heavy ;  distressing  dreams  when  shutting  the  eyes.  I 
searched  the  whole  materia  medica  for  a  remedy  against  this 
most  distressing  symptom  of  flatulence,  which  appeared  to  be 
the  chief  cause  of  the  whole  fever ;  finally  I  found  in  the 
the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer,  of  1866,  page  271,  a 
fragmentary  proving  of  Robinia  pseudo-acacia,  by  Ur.  Spranger, 
and  the  following  symptoms,  Great  distention  of  the  boweh  with 
flatulence.  The  intestines  seemed  to  be  extended  to  a  great 
degree,  and  were  very  painful;  relief  after  flatulent  dis- 
charges." 

The  remedy  was  not  to  be  had  at  the  homoeopathic  pharma- 
cies in  New  Orleans ;  therefore  I  gathered  myself  some  leaver 
of  a  tree  of  Robinia  pseudo-acacia,  which  I  mashed  in  a 
porcelain  mortar,  with  some  alcohol,  and  pressed  them  out, 
thereby  procuring  a  tincture  of  dark  green  color,  of  which  I 
prescribed  two  drops  every  hour.  Many  flatulent  discharges 
through  the  mouth  followed  for  several  hours  ;  at  11  o'clock  in 
the  night  appeared  a  very  slight  attack  of  fever,  lasting  only 
two  hours,  without  any  more  trouble  by  flatulence,  and  by 
perfect  consciousness.  Patient  slept  very  well  during  the  rest 
of  the  night,  and  until  8  o'clock  ;  then  he  felt  strong  enough 
to  get  out  of  the  bed,  to  have  it  made  up,  and  in  again,  with- 
out aid.  The  lever  with  all  its  symptoms  has  left  entirely, 
and  patient  is  cured,  except  from  his  chronic  cough,  which  is 
sometimes  relieved,  but  not  cured  perfectly,  by  Senega,  Co- 
paiva,  Cimicifuga,  etc. 

In  the  proving  of  Robinia  pseudo-acacia  it  is  not  mentioned 
how  the  tincture  was  procured.  I  guess  the  best  way  would 
be,  to  gather  in  the  spring  the  young  leaves,  flowers  and  bark 
of  branches  and  roots,  to  collect  all  the  active  principles  of  the 
plant,  and  I  was  somewhat  doubtful  whether  the  juice  of  the 
old  tough  leaves  late  in  the  fall  would  possess  the  power  of 
acting  at  all,  but  the  result  was  however  perfectly  satisfactory. 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathie  Obserrer. 


BY    W.  N.    WHITESIDE,    M.    D.,    OAK  WOOD  C.  W. 


Miss  M.  A.  W.,  aged  about  18,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1866, 
while  feeling  rather  chilly  and  unwell,  went  into  a  wet  swamp 
to  pick  huckleberries.  She  had  been  poorly  a  day  or  two, 
and  was  chilly  in  the  swamp.  Next  day  she  was  hot  and 
thirsty,  but  the  following  day  she  was  cool  and  moist  and 
sweat  freely,  whenever  she  went  to  sleep  ;  a  cool  sweat  and 
chilly  on  waking,  so  she  dreaded  to  go  to  sleep ;  throat 
became  sore ;  deglutition  painful ;  vomited  nearly  every  day  ; 
was  very  weak  ;  bowels  moved  about  once  a  day  as  she  took 
generally  two  of  Ayer's  pills  ;    stools  dark. 

August  21. — I  was  called  in  ;  she  had  considerable  appetite 
to-day,  and  did  not  vomit ;  there  is  an  apthous  looking  spot 
on  the  right  tonsil,  and  another  on  the  pharynx ;  no  swelling ; 
pulse  84 ;  pupils  dilated  and  somewhat  sensitive ;  skin  moist. 
i  ordered  a  cool  bath  night  and  morning,  and  Gelseminin 
first  decimal,  one  grain,  and  the  tincture  of  Gelseminum  first 
decimal,  about  one  drop,  in  alternation  every  hour. 

August  22. — Pulse  84 ;  pupils  dilated  but  more  sensitive, 
they  waked  her  several  times  through  the  night  to  give  the 
medicine  and  found  her  cold  and  sweating  freely.  She  has 
not  sweat  since  morning,  and  feels  better  ;  continued  medicine 
and  bathing,  also  a  warm  hip  bath  and  hot  cloths  to  the  abdo- 
men. 

August  23. — ^Did  not  sweat  last  night  and  was  less  chilly  ; 
the  apthous  patch  is  broader  but  less  defined,  and  feels  less 
sore ;  pulse  72,  strong ;  pupil  quite  contracted ;  no  miliary 
eruption  visible  ;  medicine  every  three  hours. 

August  25. — Is  better  but  weak ;  gave  6  powders  of  Quinine 
first  decimal,  three  a  day. 
*  August  27. — Doing  well. 

September  3. — Has  gone  to  work. 

The  symptoms  seemed  to  correspond,  best  with  the  '^miliary 
fever,"  as  described  by  Wood  under  miliaria  in  skin  diseases, 
and  Dr.  A.  Tweedie,  in  the  Cyclopaedia  of  the  Practice  of 
Medicine. 
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BAPnKTA    TIHOTOBZA    XNT    OtABTAtO    TSVJSR. 


BY   DR.    BAYES. 


Dr.  Bayes  reports  the  following  interesting  case  of  gastric 
fever  of  a  typhoid  type,  in  the  "  Monthly  (British)  Homoeopath- 
Homoeopathic  Review : " 

Miss  H.,  a  lady  between  20  and  30  years  of  age,  was  first 
seen  by  me,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Morgan,  on  January 
10th. 

History. — ^For  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  had  looked  so  ill  that 
her  friends  anticipated  some  serious  illness. 

On  Saturday,  January  6th,  had  shiverings,  followed  by  fever 
and  general  malaise.  ^ 

On  Sunday,  January  7th,  went  to  church,  but  returned  home 
feeling  very  ill. 

On  Tuesday,  January  9th,  having  been  constipated  in  the 
bowels,  an  enema  was  administered,  which  brought  away  a 
large  solid  motion. 

On  Tuesday  night  slept  for  some  hours,  but  on  the  whole, 
was  very  restless. 

On  Wednesday  lOtb,  was  decidedly  worse.  I  fii*st  saw  her 
on  that  day.  Her  general  aspect  was  that  of  low  fever  ;  her 
cheeks  were  yellowish,  with  a  deep  flush  in  the  center  ;  her 
eye  dull ;  tongue  deeply  furred,  yellowish  white;  pulse  110 
and  somewhat  variable,  weak  and  thready,  alternating  with  a 
feeble  beat. 

From  this  time  till  Friday  the  19th,  she  gradually  became 
worse ;  the  typhoid  state  became  pronounced ;  her  nights 
were  sleepless  and  wandering  ;  there  was  occasional  diarrhoea ; 
frequent  perspirations ;  great  aversion  to  food  of  all  kinds ; 
great  aching  in  all  the  limbs  and  muscular  soreness ;  great  and 
persistent  tenderness  over  the  coecum. 

On  Friday,  19th,  at  3  A.  M.,  a  distinct  crisis  occurred ;  the 
pulse  became  weak  and  thready  ;  perspiration  stood  on  the 
face  and  forehead,  with  fainting,  etc.  The  patient  persistently 
refused  nourishment  and  stimulants,  but  I  administered  nearly 
a  tumblerful  of  sherry  to  her  myself  when  she  rallied. 
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Saturday  20th.  Very  faint  and  exhausted ;  she  i^efnsed  all 
stimulant,  and  almost  all  food,  saying  she  had  no  power  to 
swallow.  All  through  the  attack  she  had  said  she  shonld  not 
recover,  and  this  hopelessness  of  life  is  always  a  very  hard 
enemy  to  battle  against  The  patient  lay  in  a  semi-comatose 
condition  from  this  time.  The  evacuations  passed  uncon- 
sciously ;  the  urine  was  alkaline  and  very  offensive.  When 
roused  she  refused  food,  saying  she  could  not  swallow  ;  the 
mouth  was  aphthous,  and  the  tongue,  to  some  extent, 
ulcerated;  the  teeth  and  lips  covered  with  sordes;  if 
stimulants  were  put  into  the  mouth  they  were  put  out 
again.  I  ordered  small  mjections  of  beef  tea,  thickened 
with  starch.  These  were  administered  at  intervals,  but  the 
patient  continued  to  sink ;  even  our  medicines  were  returned 
from  the  mouth  unswallowcd. 

On  Tuesday  at  2  p.  M.,  the  patient  was  reported  to  me  as 
dying.  I  went  roimd  to  see  her,  and  from  the  mucus  rale  in 
the  throat,  from  the  sinking  down  in  the  bed,  the  position  of 
the  patient  lying  with  the  head  thrown  back,  with  the  jaw 
dropped,  she  really  appeared  so,  but  her  pulse  gave  me  some 
hope  (tliougli,  as  I  have  seen  the  pulse  keep  up  in  typhoid 
fevers  to  a  very  short  time  before  death,  I  did  not  feel  great 
hope).  I  tjierefore  ordered  the  nurse  to  continue  the  admin- 
istration of  the  beef  tea  enema,  she  refused,  saying  that  it  was 
of  no  use  and  she  would  not  torture  a  dying  woman ;  for- 
tunately the  lady's  maid  was  of  stronger  mind,  and  carried  out 
my  instructions. 

As  all  our  usual  remedies  had  failed,  I  now  turned  to  Bap- 
tisia.  The  patient  could  not  swallow — even  half  a  teaspoonful 
of  water,  given  by  myself,  nearly  choked  her;  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  run  no  further  risk  of  such  a  catastrophe,  and  simply 
orderd  a  mixture  containing  ten  drops  of  the  mother  tincture 
of  Baptisia  to  the  half-pint  of  water,  w^hich  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  tongue  and  mouth  by  means  of  a  large  camel's  hair 
brush,  every  ten  minutes  or  quarter  of  an  hour. 

I  called  again  in  about  two  hours,  and  found  the  patient 
better  and  abble  to  swallow  a  little.  I  therefore  now  ordered 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  mixture  to  be  given  every  hour,  followed 
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immediately  by  a  teaspoonful  of  beef  tea.  In  ab<mt  foiir 
hours  I  saw  her  again,  when  she  could  not  only  swallow^  but 
relished  the  beef-t^i. 

I  made  no  further  change  in  the  medicine,  save  to  gradually 
lengthen  the  interval  between  the  doses. 

To  use  an  expressive  phrase,  she  never  looked  behind  her  and 
made  a  very  rapid  and  capital  recovery. 

We  gradually  increased  her  nutrition,  and  after  everything 
she  took  I  ordered  her  a  teaspoonful  of  brandy  and  water. 
This  plan  of  gentle  stimulation  was  continued  for  some  time. 

On  the  24th  of  February  I  took  my  leave  of  her,  she  being 
perfectly  well. 

I  have  seen  this  loss  of  power  to  swallow  in  other  cases  of 
gastric  fever.  It  amounts  to  a  paralysis  of  the  organs  of  deglu 
tition,  but  I  have  always  hitherto  seen  this  symptom  fatal.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  attributing  this  patient's  recovery  to  the 
Baptisia,  and  only  regret  that  I  had  not  known  of  this  remedy 
years  gone  by.  I  ought  to  have  added  that  the  urine  became 
acid  and  its  odour  natural,  within  eighteen  hours  after  taking 
the  Baptisia^ 


SPERMATOIIRHCEA. 


I  do  not  recollect  reading  anything  on  seminal  emissions,  in 
your  publication.  Nearly  all  the  physicians  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  profess  no  knowledge  in  that  direction.  Can  it  be 
that  similar  ignorance  pervades  the  minds  of  your  "  honored,'' 
learned  and  skillful  contributors?  If  not,  why  this  significant 
silence?  A  few  lines  by  some  one  whose  success  would  war- 
rant an  attempt — on  the  treatment — will  do  much  good,  and  a 
great  deal  more  than  volumes  of  the  verbose,  bombastic  stuff  in 
some  of  our  journals.  k, 

[We  beg  leave  to  inform  K.,  that  Dr.  Thomas  Nichol,  of  Belleville,  C.  W.,  is  now  preparing 
a  work  on  this  subject,  which  we  expect  to  publish  soon. — Ed.] 


For  the  American  Homoeopathio  Obserrer. 

Fistula    in    Ano,  Cured  by  Iiarge  Doses  of  Bh\is  Toxicodendron. 


BY  L.  G.  SANFORD,  M.  D.,  PATTEN,  MAINE. 

Some  time  in  January,  1865,  I  was  called  to  visit  M.  S.,  56 
years  old,  who  was  suffering  with  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  and 
he  told  me  he  had  some  trouble  with  the  anus,  which  gave  him 
a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  on  making  an  examination  I  found 
two  fistulous  passages  on  the  left  side,  three  inches  in  length, 
with  considerable  soreness  around  the  opening.  I  ordered  the 
parts  to  be  washed  with  warm  water,  and  prescribed  Aconite 
and  Phosphorus  for  the  lung  difficulty,  and  left  to  attend  other 
patients.  On  returning  the  next  day,  found  the  lung  difficulty 
some  improved,  but  Rhus  toxicodendron  seemed  to  be  indica- 
ted, so  I  left  the  tincture,  (not  being  a  convert  to  small  doses 
at  that  time,)  one  drop  in  a  spoonful  of  \tater  once  in  three 
hours,  and  told  them  I  would  call  the  next  day,  but  business 
preventing,  did  not  call  until  the  second  day ;  met  one  of  the 
family  on  their  way  after  me,  saying  their  father  was  worse 
and  could  not  lie  down,  and  that  there  had  come  out  all  over 
him  a  dreadful  humor.  On  entering  the  room  I  found  my 
patient  bolstered  up  in  the  bed,  gasping  for  breath ;  had  some 
pain  in  the  left  side.  Gave  Bryonia  10  drops  in  a  tumbler  half 
full  of  water,  one  teaspoonful  once  in  two  hours  till  better, 
then  once  in  four;  left,  saying  I  would  call  the  next  day;  on 
returning  found  my  patient  much  improved.  During  the  con- 
versation he  told  me  that  he  did  not  know  but  that  he  took 
too  much  medicine,  as  he  trusted  the  boys  to  drop  it,  and  some- 
times they  dropped  three  or  four  drops.  Left  Saccharum  lactis 
powders  to  be  taken  once  in  four  hours  ;  told  him  I  should  not 
call  again  unless  I  heard  from  him.  In  about  two  weeks  he 
called  in  at  my  office  to  tell  me  that  I  had  not  only  cured  him 
of  the  lung  fever,  but  of  the  other  trouble,  which  he  had  had 
for  15  years.  I  saw  him  the  other  day,  and  he  told  me  that 
he  had  been  well  ever  since. 
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For  the  American  Homaeopathic  Obserrer. 
CAIiENDTJLA    OFFICINALIS. 


BY   6.    W.    CAMPBELL,   M.    D. 


Let  my  desire  to  bear  witness  to  the  excellent  eflfects  of  Cal- 
endula, as  an  external  application,  be  my  excuse  for  obtruding 
this  letter  upon  the  notice  of  the  profession. 

On  the  first  day  of  April,  1864,  Charles  Elba,  aged  about  40 
years,  while  engaged  in  carrying  lumber  from  a  circular  saw, 
fell  backwards  upon  it,  while  in  motion,  which  penetrated  the 
right  upper  arm,  just  below  the  acromion  process,  lacerating 
the  deltoid  and  subjacent  muscles  fearfully,  and  cutting 
obliquely  through  the  humerus  about  two  inches  below  the 
head  of  the  bone.  Before  he  could  be  relieved  from  his  peril- 
ous position,  I  was  sent  for,  but  being  from  home.  Dr.  H.  was 
called  in,  who  decided  that  amputation  would  have  to  be  per- 
formed, and  sent  fQr  Dr.  S.  to  assist  in  the  operation.  They 
accordingly  met  on  the  following  day,  but  after  pro-ing  and 
con-ing  for  a  time,  it  was  decided  that  amputation  was  inad- 
missable,  as  no  flap  could  be  raised  to  cover  the  stump.  The 
wound  was,  after  removing  the  fragments  of  bone,  brought 
together  by  sutures  of  stay  silk,  and  cold  water  dressing  applied 
externally,  and  beer  ordered  to  sustain  the  strength,  while 
Morphine  was  exhibited  to  procure  sleep.  Under  the  above 
treatment  the  wound  suppurated  so  profusely,  that  hectic  symp- 
toms intervened,  and  the  patient  sunk  so  rapidly,  that  the 
doctors  informed  his  friends  that  they  could  be  of  no  further 
service  to  him  ;  and  that  in  their  opinion  the  patient  had  but  a 
few  hours  to  live.  I  was  accordingly  sent  for  on  the  17th  of 
May,  nearly  eight  weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  the  fearful 
accident,  and  found  my  patient  in  anything  but  a  hopeful  con- 
dition. His  arm  was  lying  on  a  small  table  by  the  side  of  the 
bed,  to  allow  the  shoulder  to  project  over  the  side  of  the  bed, 
in  order  that  the  pus,  which  was  discharging  from  three 
apertures,  might  descend  into  a  basin  placed  for  the  purpose. 
The  right  leg  was  swollen  to  more  than  twice  its  ordinary 
dimensions,  owing,  as  I  supposed  to  matter   having  descended 
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between  tbe  skm  and  cellular  tissues,  while  the  sunJc^ea  eyes 
and  blanched  features,  forbade  any  other  than  an  unfavorable 
prognosis.  But  as  the  patient  was  desirous  that  I  should  treat 
him,  I  substituted  the  best  Rhenish  wine  for  the  beer,  applied 
Calendula  water,  m  ade  from  the  fresh  flowers,  to  the  wound, 
exhibited  Assafcetida  and  China  internally ;  and  in  one  week 
there  was,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  a  very  decided  im- 
provement in  my  patient's  appearance.  His  appetite,  which 
had  left  him  returned;  he  had  every  night,  without  the  exhi- 
bition of  anodynes,  a  few  hours  of  refreshing  sleep ;  the  swell- 
ing in  the  leg  had  considerably  diminished,  and  in  three  weeks 
wholly  disappeared  ;  but  this  I  attributed  to  a  counter  opening 
which  I  made  in  the  side  through  which  the  pus  passed  in  its 
descent.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  was  removed  to  his 
own  house,  for  he  was  from  home  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
when  he  met  with  the  accident.  And  in  one  month  from  the 
commencement  of  the  treatment  there  was  not  more  than 
three  tablespoonsful  of  matter  discharged  at  each  dressing. 
During  the  course  of  the  treatment,  four  medicines  only  were 
exhibited,  viz:  Assafcetida,  China,  Mercury  and  Hepar  sul- 
phur. The  Calendula  was  constantly  applied  for  three  months, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  wound  was  completetly  healed, 
and  the  arm  is  now  quite  a  serviceable  member.  The  upper 
arm  is  stiff  and  slightly  projecting ;  but  the  fore  arm  is  quite 
flexible,  and  lie  can  lift  or  carry  with  it  nearly  as  well  as  before 
the  accident,  and  it  is  constantly  improving  in  strength  and 
flexibility.  The  allopaths  with  whom  I  have  had  conversation 
upon  the  above  case,  attribute  the  success  wholly  to  the  wine ; 
but  wine  alone  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  have  diminished  the 
discharges  so  quickly ;  and  it  was  from  that  cause  that  the 
greatest  danger  was  to  be  feared  ;  and  if  experience  will  not 
be  accepted  in  such  cases,  I  know  not  from  whence  more  con- 
vincing proofs  can  be  drawn. 

In  the  above  case  we  have  a  severe  lacerated  wound,  and  one 
which,  according  to  the  law  by  which  homoeopathic  physicians 
are  guided  in  their  search  for  remedies  points  directly  to  Calen- 
dula as  the  specific;  it  is  applied,  and  the  result  fully  justifies 
the  selection. 
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For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

8UB0XRY    IK    THE    HANDS    OF    HOMCBOPATHB. 


BY   DR.  A.   M.    GUSHING,    LYNN,    MASS. 


Believing  that  homoeopaths  make  better  surgeons  than  allo- 
paths, I  will  give  you  one  case  from  my  practice:  Four  weeks 
since  James  M.,  aged  13,  had  his  hand  caught  in  a  machine  for 
splitting  leather,  consisting  of  rollers  about  one  fourth  of  an 
inch  apart,  (or  the  thickness  of  sole  leather,)  behind  these  a 
sharp  knife  to  split  the  leather.  His  right  hand  was  caught 
between  the  rollers,  passing  through,  splitting  all  the  fingers, 
the  second  and  third  to  the  hand,  the  first  and  fourth  nearly  so, 
the  muscles  ligaments  and  pieces  of  bone  hanging  loose  on  the 
palm  of  the  hand.  An  allopath  M.  D.  said  amputate  the 
fingers,  (a  part  at  least,)  and  said  I  was  a  quack.  I  said  save 
all  we  can,  cut  off  the  rest.  I  placed  him  under  the  influence 
of  chloroform,  removed  the  pieces  of  bones  and  ends  of  the  liga- 
ments, dressed  those  least  injured,  first,  entirely  by  sutures, 
taking  the  stitches  deep,  thirty  or  more.  I  then  applied  soft 
linen  cloths  wet  with  Calendula  d  one  part,  to  water  five 
parts,  till  the  grenulations  began  to  appear,  which  were  very 
red  and  angry  looking.  I  then  treated  the  defunct  fingers 
with  pulverized  golden  seal  root,  (Hydrastis,)  burnt  allum  and 
pulverized  blood  root,  (Sanguinaria,)  keeping  them  moist  with 
Calendula,  as  above.  As  in  all  former  instances  the  Blood  root 
acted  much  the  best.  In  such  cases  it  is  the  best  article  I  ever 
use.  The  midddle  finger  gathered  and  opened  in  two  places, 
on  the  back  andit  discharged  freely  on  both  sides.  Still  I 
have  saved  all  the  fingers  and  all  the  joints,  and  the  fingers  are 
nearly  all  well.     So  much  for  the  quack. 

DOMESTIC    TREATMENT   OF    SEVERE   INJURIES. 

Mr.  Lorenzo  Backus,  of  Duncan,  Michigan,  was  severely 
injured  last  Spring.  His  coat  caught  around  a  shaft  that  was 
running  at  the  rate  of  a  hundred  revolutions  per  minute,  drew 
his  right  side  to  the  shaft,  and  threw  him  over  backwards. 
His  feet  struck  the  framework,  passed  it,  and  went  over  an  iron 
rod;  his  legs  struck  it  at  the  knees.  As  he  went  backwards, 
his  feet  droj^ped  down  and  brought  him  up  with  a  jerk,  stopping 
him  at  once,  bruising  the  back  part  of  his  legs.  The  ligaments 
were  much  strained.  The  scalp  was  torn  off  the  back  part  of  his 
head.  The  injuries  were  so  severe  that  his  friends  did  not  ex- 
pect him  to  survive,  yet  by  the  use  of  a  good  tincture  of  Arnica, 
and  careful  nursing  of  an  attentive  wife,  he  has  been  restored. 
Mr.  B.  lives  in  the  northern  jmrt  of  Michigan,  a  long  distance 
from  any  physician. 


^nttlUnvi,. 


For  the  American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 
CRIMINAL    ABORTION. 


Tlie  article  under  the  above  caption,  published  in  Oct.  No., 
demands  a  passing  notice.  There  is  little  weight  in  an  individ- 
ual opinion,  unless  its  author  assumes  to  be  a  teacher  and  guide 
of  the  public  mind.  What  Dr.  Hale  may  think  of  the  princi- 
ples of  criminal  abortion,  derives  its  chief  weight  from  the  fact, 
that  as  all  the  world  knows,  he  has  written  a  book  upon  the 
subject.  Showing  himself  to  be  no  "  moral  coward,"  he  has 
fearlessly  entered  a  field,  new  and  almost  untried,  and  has  so 
thoroughly  unearthed  the  hidden  and  unknown  agencies  of 
death,  so  extensively  used  by  the  professional  abortionists,  that 
we  may  well  wish  that  he  has  left  nothing  undiscovered.  Al- 
though we  have  had  for  years  past  an  immense  amount  of 
abortion  practice,  we  have  been  practically  without  abortion 
literature.  Still,  the  minds  of  the  intelligent  members  of  the 
medical  profession  liave  long  ago  settled  down  upon  a  number 
of  general  principles  relating  to  this  subject.  Let  us  indicate 
a  few  of  them. 

1.  The  impregnated  ovum  of  a  woman  at  all  stages  of  its 
development,  is  in  essence  and  in  fact,  a  human  being.  Quick- 
ening and  viability,  arc  events  in  the  developing  process,  that 
are  made  to  mark  the  boundary  to  stages  that  exist  only  in  the 
imagination.  Except  in  character,  the  existences  of  the  ovum, 
foetus,  child,  and  man,  are  alike  mere  dependencies.  In  point 
of  fact,  there  never  was  such  a  thing  as  an  mdependent 
creature. 

2.  To  arrest  the  development  of  the  ovum  at  any  period,  is 
to  take  the  life  of  a  human  being ;  and  unless  the  end  war- 
rants the  means,  is  an  act  of  unjustifiable  homicide. 

3.  The  life  of  the  mother,  and  the  life  of  the  child,  are  to  be 
held  alike  inviolable ;  but  it  may  become  necessary  in  order 
that  both  do  not   perish,   that  we  must  take  the  ovum's  or 
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child's  life,  not  because  it  is  any  less  sacred  than  its  mother's, 
but  in  no  other  way  can  one  of  the  two  be  saved. 

4.  Cases  requiring  the  induction  of  abortion  so  seldom 
occur,  that  a  detailed  account  of  the  matter  in  our  text  books, 
can  be  of  little  use  to  any,  save  that  class  of  individuals  whose 
true  titles  should  be  murderers^  but  who  are  known  only  as 
abortionists  by  trade. 

How  far  Dr.  Hale's  Treatise  on  abortion  coincides  with  the 
above,  we  leave  the  render  to  judge.  We  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest however,  that  a  man  whose  moral  convictions  rest  on  no 
higher  ground  than  is  occupied  by  the  letter  of  the  civil  law, 
is  an  un'^orthy  and  unsafe  guide  for  the  medical  profession,  or 
the  public  mind.  In  most  of  the  States,  the  law  recognizes 
quickening  and  viability,  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  essentially 
distinct  states  in  the  existence  of  the  ovum.  But  the  unan- 
swerable facts  of  Physiology,  show  the  utter  falsity  of  such 
views.  The  law,  however,  does  not  presume  to  allow  an 
induced  abortion,  except  to  save  the  life  of  the  mother.  In  this 
it  takes  high  and  commendable  ground.  But  Dr.  Hale,  ez- 
cathedra,  grants  plenary  indulgence  to  all  who  may  destroy  the 
life  of  the  child  or  ovum,  in  order  to  save  the  health  of  the 
mother.  That  most  fickle  of  all  fickle  things,  a  woman's 
health,  is  a  most  dangerous  gauge  for  our  moral  acts  and 
responsibilities.  We  submit  that  Dr.  Hale  finds  no  warrant 
for  such  teaching,  in  the  laws  of  the  various  States  quoted  in 
his  book,  and  no  one  can  safely  follow  such  instructions,  unless 
the  law  be  first  amended.  The  law  says,  the  life  of  the  mother 
is  the  only  question,  but  Dr.  Hale  says — and  so  far  as  we  know 
he  is  the  only  medical  man  who  has  dared  to  teach  the  doctrine 
— that  the  health  of  the  mother  is  an  equally  potent  reason  ;  of 
old  abortionists  have  offered  in  extenuation  of  their  crimes, 

this  flimsy  plea  ;  and  now  they  have  a  "thus  saith  "  the  only 
authority  on  the  subject  extant.  In  every  instance,  the  laws 
quoted  by  Dr.  Hale  forbid  the  very  course  he  recommends. 
But  suppose  our  ideas  upon  this  matter  are  rather  old  fash- 
ioned, and  obsolete ;  and  we  now  endeavor  to  secure  the 
needed  reform  in  law  and  practice.  Suppose  we  add  to  the 
question  of  health,  the  question  of  ease.  Let  us  take  into  con- 
sideration  also,   whether  or  no  it  will  be  convenient  after  the 
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child  is  born,  to  feed  and  clothe  it  properly.  Ponder  also  the 
fact  that  it  may  be  bom  unfashionably  near  the  day  of  marri- 
age ;  and,  as  Dr.  Hale  is  fond  of  quoting  Hindoo,  let  us  imitate 
the  Indian,  and  be  guided  in  this  matter  by  the  deficiencies 
and  excess  of  the  sexes.  In  short  let  us  very  generously  and 
"  courageously  "  adapt  the  law  and  our  practice  to  the  assumed 
necessities  and  desires  of  the  case.  It  is  very  possible  that 
such  a  course  may  -in  a  few  years  reduce  the  figures  of  our 
annual  census,  but  then  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  it  will  in  an  equal  ratio,  reduce  the  number  of  moral  cow- 
ards. With  matters  thus  nicely  arranged,  tliere  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  having  it  said  of  the  weakest  among  us,  after  a 
few  years  practice,  "  Saul  hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David 
his  tens  of  thousands."  Under  such  circumstances,  no  advan- 
tage could  be  taken  of  the  fullest  possible  information,  of  the 
modus  operandi  of  abortion.  Indeed,  a  general  diflusion  of 
such  knowledge  would  seem  to  be  desirable ;  else  how  could 
we  have  the  '^  moral  courage  "  to  approach  the  nestling  place 
of  this  embryonic  immortal  ?  how  could  we  find  it  resting  so 
securely  in  the  nidus  of  its  mother's  womb,  and  ^'  bravely  " 
thrust  its  unresisting  form,  through  and  through  with  our 
polished  steel,  unless  we  were  first  armed  with  the  necessary 
knowledge,  and  disarmed  of  all  conscientious  scruples.  There 
would  then  be  no  more  occasion  for  gray  headed  veterans  in 
medical  practice,  to  say,  that  they  had  practiced  a  score  of 
years,  without  ever  having  seen  cause  for  inducing  abortion. 

More  tlian  one  young  man  among  us,  could  count  as  among 
the  trophies:^of  his  first  few  years  practice,  not  less  than  200 
cases  of  abortion. 

Dr.  Halo  takes  us  to  task  for  '^garbling"  an  extract  from 
his  work,  claiming  that  we  should  have  quoted  the  context ; 
which,  if  we  judge  aright,  means  the  whole  book.  We  beg 
to  decline  the  task ;  lor  so  repugnant  to  our  moral  sense  was 
what  we  did  quote,  that  we  could  not  well  wish  it  more ;  and 
we  did  not  see  either  in  the  explanation  or  context,  any  better 
light  thrown  upon  the  statement. 

We  fondly  cherish  the  hope,  that  so  outspoken  and  plain 
will  be  the  views  of  the  medical  profession,  and  so  adverse  will 
those  views  be  to  the  sentiments  indicated  in  the  Treatise  on 
Abortion,  that  the  work  will  be  promptly  suppressed,  or  mate- 
rialiy  amended. 

*'  With  malice  toward  none,  and  charity  for  all,"  we  shall, 
if  so  disposed,  freely  criticize  the  writings  of  our  medical  au- 
thors ;  but  we  shall  spurn  with  indignation,  the  charge  of  any 
"  personal "  motive  in  the  act.  .  Wiuson. 


ffiullep^,  §mtim,  tk. 


For  the  American  HomoBopatiiic  Observer. 

AN    EXPLANATION. 


BT    T.    P.    WILSON,    M.  D.  CLEVELAND,    OHIO. 


It  is  possible  that  some  industrious  antiquarian,  in  searching 
the  past  pages  of  this  journal,  may  cliance  across  an  article 
entitled,  "A  Plan  ;  "  and  he  may  vainly  seek  in  any  subse- 
quent event  of  history,  for  a  fulfillment  of  the  promises  therein 
made  ;  and  he  may  wonder  what  it  all  meant,  unless  he  seeks 
the  key,  in  this  explanation.  Our  proposition  simply  was,  to 
use  the  pages  of  the  secular  and  religious  journals  of  the  coun- 
try, in  placing  before  the  young  men  of  the  country,  .the 
knowledge  of  the  great  demand  there  is  of  homoeopathic  phy- 
sicians— how  long  it  would  take,  and  what  course  they  should 
pursue  to  fit  them  for  practice ;  and  what  they  might  expect 
in  the  way  of  business,  when  they  had  once  entered  upon  the 
work.  Hundreds  of  young  men,  who  know  nothing  of  tbeee 
'  facts,  would,  were  they  once  informed  of  them,  gladly  invest 
their  time  and  talents  in  the  practice  of  homoeopathy.  Our 
colleges,  instead  of  having  but  moderate  classes,  would  find 
their  halls  crowded  with  students.  An  appeal  was  therefore 
made  officially  and  direct  to  each  of  the  other  four  homoeo- 
pathic schools,  asking  their  co-operation,  and  explaining  more 
fully  than  we  can  here,  how,  with  a  moderate  outlay  of  ex- 
pense, and  the  use  of  but  little  time,  these  facts  could  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  multitudes  of  young  men  who  would 
never  see  them,  however  often  repeated,  in  the  medical  jour- 
nals. 

Note  the  result.  Three  of  the  medical  colleges  paid  bo 
notice  whatever  to  the  proposition.  Common  courtesy  did  not 
suggest  to  them  the  need  of  a  reply  of  any  sort.  The  other 
college  gave  officially  a  hearty  acquiescence  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  dropped  the  subject  without  further  notice.  And  we 
are   now    engaged    in     the  work   of    delivering   our  winter 
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course  of  lectures  to  classes  not  materially  larger  than  hereto- 
fore. 

There  may  have  been  good  reason  for  this  apathy  on  the 
part  of  colleges  ;  but  the  result  was  certainly  most  unfortunate* 
Our  explanation  can  go  no  further  than  this,  for  the  causea 
leading  to  this  result  are  inexplicable.  The  plan  might  possi- 
have  been  a  poor  one,  but  we  wonder  that  those  interested  did 
not  say  so.     It  might  have  failed  if  it  had  been  tried,  for 

The  best  laid  schemes  of  mice  and  men 
Aft  gang  awry." 


Cleveland    Homoeopathic    Ck>llege. 


The  seventeenth  annual  course  of  lectures  commenced  Oct. 
26th,  and  will  continue  eighteen  weeks.  It  will  be  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  medical  profession  to  be  assured  of  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  this  pioneer  school  of  homoeopfithy.  Our 
devotion  to  the  great  doctrine  of  similia  similibus  curantufj  has 
at  all  times  met  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  intelligent 
and  influential  practitioners  of  medicine  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

Our  object  shall  still  be  to  teach  all  that  pertains  to  scientific 
medicine,  having  reference  perpetually  to  the  great  principles 
enumerated  by  me  founders  of  homoeopathy.  With  no  increase 
of  fees,  and  largely  increased  facilities  for  instruction,  we  are 
now  giving  in  our  regular  terms,  a  total  of  five  and  a  half 
months  of  lectures.  Our  class  at  present  is  large  and  daily 
increasing.  w. 


Hahnemann    Kedical    Oollege. 

The  preliminary  course  of  lectures  in  this  institution  ended 
on  the  26th  of  October,  twenty  students  having  been  in  regu- 
lar attendance. 

The  introductory  address,  commencing  the  regular  course  of 
lectures  in  the  first  or  Junior  term,  was  delivered  by  Prof. 
Mitchell,  on  Friday,  October  26th,  to  a  class  of  forty-five 
students. 

Hahnemann  College  appears  to  be  rapidly  gaining  in  favor, 
as  its  steadily  increasing  matriculants  show.  Located  in  the 
metropolis  of  the  Northwest,  this  institution  will  doubtless 
become  one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  this  country. 
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HomoBopatliio    Kedical    College    of   Missouri. 


This  western  school  of  medicine  is  certainly  deserving  of  the 
liberal  support  it  is  receiving.  In  its  faculty  are  some  of  the 
oldest  and  best  practical  physicians  in  our  profession.  Its  sur- 
gical department  is  especially  worthy  of  notice.  Hospital  facil- 
ities are  now  open  to  its  students,  aud  all  the  requisites  for  the 
successful  pursuit  of  medical  'knowledge  at  hand.  We  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  many  features  in  this  college  to  do  justice 
to  those  who  have  maintained  it,  during  the  past  few  years  of 
trial,  in  that  part  of  our  country. 


New    York    Homoeopathic    Medical    CoUege. 


This  institution  opened  its  present  course  with  flattering 
prospects,  having  a  large  number  of  students  in  attendance, 
and  a  full  faculty.  This  college  stands  high  with  the  profes- 
sion, and  is  sending  out  an  able  corps  of  physicians  every  year. 
It  enjoys  unusual  facilities  for  the  purpose  of  medical  educa- 
tion. Many  advantages  accrue  to  it  from  its  metropolitan 
location,  such  as  a  number  of  clinics,  large  dispensaries,  and 
several  hospitals,  where  innumerable  surgical  operations  can  be 
witnessed. 


Homoeopathic  Medical*  Societylof    the  17th   Consres&ional  District 

of    Ohio. 


This  society  met  at  the  office  of  T.  A.  Shane,  in  Wellsville, 
Oct.  3d.  Dr.  Rush,  of  Salem,  President;  Dr.  Heaton,  ot 
Alliance,  Secretary.  After  transacting  the  preliminary  busi- 
ness of  the  Society,  such  as  reading  minutes,  admitting  mem- 
bers, etc.,  important  cases  were  reported  by  Drs.  T.  A.  Shane. 
Nelson,  Pearson  and  Heaton.  Interesting  papers  were  read 
before  the  society :  Homoeopathy,  by  Dr.  H.  S.  Sook,  of  Steu- 
benville ;  on  the  primary  and  secondary  action  of  drugs,  by 
Dr.  W.  H.  Nelson,  of  Mechanicsville  ;  on  stomatitis,  by  Dr.  S. 
C.  Shane,  of  Steubenville,  which  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
'American  Homoeopathic  Observer '  for  publication ;  after  which 
the  society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Steubenville,  at  the  office  of 
Drs.  Sook  &  Shane,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May  1867. 

The  Wellsville  Union  ssljs:  "The  doctrine  of  Hahnemann, 
though  comparatively  new,  is  making  rapid  progress  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  many  of  our  most  intelligent  citizens 
are  availing  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  new  method  of 
cure,  as  embraced  in  the  law  similia  similihus  curantury 
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800IBTIES--WHSN    AND    WHERE    THEY    MEET.— 1867. 

Jan. — New  Hampshire  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  tt  r ,  Jan.  20. 

J.  H  Gallinger,  Secretary,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Feb. — New  York  State  HomoBopathtc  Medical  Society ,  at  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  on  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1867. 

k.  M.  Paine,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  104  State-st.,  Albany. 

^PftiL.— The  '^Massachusetts Homasopathic  Society'*  Annual  Meeting, 
Wednesday,  April  11,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Oct.  10. 

May. — The  "  Western  Institute  of  Horruxopathy  "  at  Indianapolis, 
third  Tuesday  of  May,  1867. 

May. — The  •*  Canadian  Institute  of  Homeopathy  '*  convenes  at  Brant- 
ford,  C.  W.,  second  Wednesday  in  May,  1867. 

May. — The  '*Hom<eopathic  Medical  Society*'  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, meets  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
May,  1867,  at  10  a.  m, 

BusHEOD  W.  James,  M.  P.  Rec.  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 

June. — The  ''American  Institute  of  HonuBopathy  "  at  New  York  city, 
on  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1867. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  M.  D.,  Gen,  Secretary ,  Boston, 

June. — The  ''Michigan  Institute  of  Homeopathy  **  at  Jackson,  Mich., 
on  third  Tuesday  of  June,  1867. 

Edwin  A.  Lodge,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  ''Philadelphia  County  Hmncsopathie  Medical  Society,"  meets 
monthly,  on  the  third  Thursday  evening  of  the  month,  at  the 
Homoeopathic  College  building. 

R.  J.  McClatchey,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  Cook  County  Homcsopathic  Medical  Society  meets  every  alternate 
Friday  evening,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Hahnemann  College,  Chi- 
cago, 111.  J.  Cation  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  "Cuyahoga  County  Medical  Association"  meets  on  thefirst  Mon-. 
day  of  each  month,  in  the  rooms  of  the  City  Dispensary,  158 
Seneca  street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Geo.  W.  Barnes,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 

[Secretaries  of  Societies  will  oblige  the  Editor  by  sending  their 
names  and  addresses,  with  dates  and  places  of  meeting,  copies  of 
proceedings,  &o.] 


f  uufe  l0tin5,  tit. 


New  Remedies. — Their  Pathogenetic  Effects  and  Therapeutic 
Application  in  Homoeopathic  practice,  by  Edwin  M.  Hale^ 
M.  D.     Detroit;  published  by  E.  A.  Lod^,  51   Wayne  St. 

Parts  I  to  IV  of  this  work  have  been  issued,  containing  pages 
16 — 592.  The  fifth  part  is  ready  and  the  sixth  will  speedUy 
follow.  The  seventh  part  will  complete  the  work,  and  we  hope 
to  have  it  bound  and  ready  for  delivery  in  January.  The  num- 
ber of  pages  will  exceed  one  thousand,  and  the  price,  well 
bound,  will  be  eight  dollars.  Subscribers  to  the  Observer,  who 
remit  $9  before  February,  will  receive  the  work  by  mail  or  ex- 
press, postage  or  freight  prepaid,  and  the  Observer  for  1867  will 
be  sent  to  them  regularly  without  any  extra  charge  ;  or  we  will 
supply  a  bound  volume  of  the  ^'  New  Remedies''  to  any  firiend 
who  will  send  us  the  names  of  ten  new  subscribers,  with  the 
$2  for  each,  ($20). 

The  first  edition  of  this  work  contained  448  pages  only;  the 
new  edition  has  been  rewritten,  thoroughly  revised  and  enlarged 
to  more  than  double  the  size  of  the  old.  The  paper  upon 
which  it  is  printed  cost  50  per  cent,  more  than  that  used  for  the 
first  edition,  and  the  mechanical  execution  of  it  is  in  every  res- 
pect superior. 

As  to  its  value,  we  refer  to  [its  recommendations  in  all  the 
homoeopathic  journals,  European  as  well  as  American.  The 
remedies  are  used  with  success  by  physicians  abroad,  but  we 
think  that  every  American  physician  should  take  especial  delight 
in  fostering  this,  the  fii'st  effort  of  any  great  extent  that  has 
been  made  to  demonstrate  the  scientific  application  of  our  in- 
digenous plants  in  the  practice  of  homoeopathy.  Some  of  them 
are  the  most  valuable  remedial  agents  we  now  have.  Heretofore 
they  have  been  used  only  empirically.  Now  they  have  been 
thoroughly  proved  and   their  beneficial   use  shown   in   actual 
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practice,  A  few  of  the  articles  referred  to  have  not  yet  been 
subject  to  accurate  trials,  but  their  introduction  in  the  work 
will  serve  to  stimulate  investigation  in  the  right  direction. 

The  work  includes  about  seventy  remedies.  Dr.  Hale's 
arrangement  has  been  to  give,  Ist,  the  scientific  title  of  each 
drug;  then  its  commercial  or  popular  name;  its  analogues;  its 
botanical  description  and | relations;  its  history,  indigenous  or 
exotic,  medicinal  or  as  connected  with  the  arts  and  sciences; 
officinal  preparations;  toxical  effects;  provings.  Under  the 
head  of  provings  are  articles  and  experiments  from  the  best 
provers  in  the  United  States,  and  from  both  branches  of  our 
school.  The  Prof,  does  not  exclude  certain  high  potency  theo- 
ries and  experiments  because  they  are  not  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  the  profession.  Yet  he  is  known  to  have  enlarged  views  upon 
these  disputed  points,  and  a  wide  field  from  which  to  gather  the 
gleanings  of  experience.  Finally  comes  the  Resume  of  all  the 
provings  of  each  remedy,  with  extended  clinical  observations, 
carefully  collated  from  authorities  of  all  schools,  being  careful, 
however,  to  state  that  such  views  as  come  from  other  than  hom- 
oeopathic sources  are  not  from  our  own  school. 

The  clinical  index  will  finish  the  work,  and  especial  pains  will 
be  taken  to  make  this  as  complete  and  accurate  as  possible,  so 
as  to  render  the  book  convenient  for  reference  to  the  practi- 
tioner. 


Popular   Homceopathic  Journal,  C.  A.  Jseger,  publisher  and 
editor  Elgin,  111. 

The  October  number  comes  to  us  with  its  eight  pages 
well  filled  with  reading  matter.  This  is  only  the  sixth  month 
of  this  journal's  existence,  but  we  learn  from  a  private  note 
from  the  editor,  that  it  has  given  up  the  ghost.  Having  sunk 
several  hundred  dollars  in  the  enterprise,  the  publisher  pro- 
poses  to  withdraw,  feeling  that  he  has  contributed  his  full 
share  to  the  work  of  popularizing  homoeopathy. 
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Our  friend  Jaeger  is  a  merciless  joker,  as  well  as  sharp  writer, 
On  one  page  of  the  present  number  he  says:  "Physicians  will 
please  remember  that  this  is  the  paper  for  the  laity,"  and  in 
consequence  should  be  widely  scattered  among  the  people. 
On  the  opposite  page,  the  Doctor,  in  broad  faced  type,  an- 
nounces the  fact  that,  "  Some  560  physicians  have  received 
from  one  to  ten  copies  of  this  journal,  and  are  indebted  to  us ; 
aud  the  worst  of  it  is  we  are  almost  positive  that  these  honora- 
ble (?)  men  do  not  propose  to  pay  us  anything."  And  he 
closes  by  saying,  "  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
human  family  comprises  among  its  members  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  very  mean  men.*'  What  an  item  lor  us  doctors  to  give 
our  patrons  !  Constable  Dogberry,  who  desired  to  be  written 
down  an  ass,  might  relish  such  a  reputation  ;  not  we.  As  we 
have  a  hundred  copies — and  all  paid  for — on  our  table,  we 
offer  them  for  distribution  to  the  questionable  "(?)"  gentlemen, 
who  by  their  negligence  or  criminality  have  entailed  a  bad 
reputation  on  the  profession.  w. 


»  ♦  * 


COMMUNICATIONS    RECEIVED. 


Discussion  in  Philadelphia  Co,  JSb?ncBopathic  Medical  Society. 
Triosteum  perfoliatum,  Hydrastis  canadensis  in  diseases  of  the 
heart.  Fallacy  of  dental  symptoms  in  provings.  Reply  to  **A  Look 
aJiead.'*  The  Bible  of  Homoeopathy,  by  A,  J.  Bellows ,  M.  D.  PhytO' 
lacca  decandra,  by  Dr.  Keep,  Letter  from  ProfS.  R.  Kir  by,  Sangui- 
naria  canadensis  in  Pseudo-membranous  Croup,  Hom(eopathic  Sta- 
tistics. My  First  Steps.  Plantago  major.  Review  of  "  What  is 
Life,**  Proving  of  Sangui7iaria  canadensis.  Proving  of  Tri- 
folium.  Homoeopathy — by  T.  C.  Hunter.  Cactus  grandiflorus.  Etc. 
Homceopaihic  Electropathy.  Otitis  EoUei'na,  l/rea,  its  Cause,  Na- 
ture and  Effects,  Effects  of  Bryonia  on  the  Pulse,  A  Home  fof 
Consumptives. 


mnul  Mnim. 


ComstOCk.— We  learn  by  the  St.  Louis  Dispatch,  that  Dr.  T.  G. 
Oomatock,  of  St.  Louis,  perfortued  the  operation  of  lithotomy  at  the 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  (homoeopathic,)  on  Oct.  27,  1866.  The 
patient  was  an  interesting  orphan  boy  of  seven  years  of  age.  Pre- 
vious to  the  operation,  Dr.  C.  gave  a  clinical  lee  cure  on  the  history, 
nature,  and  surgical  treatment  of  urinary  calculi. 

CttSUngt — Dr.  C.  A.  M.  Gushing,  formerly  of  Lansingburgh,  N. 
Y.,  is  now  located  at  Lynn,  Mass. 

CowleSt — Dr.  E.  Cowles  removes  to  Bloomington,  Indiana. 

Garside* — W.  B.  Garside,  M.  D.,  formerly  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is 
now  associated  with  Dr.  Dio  Lewis,  in  his  large  Health  Institution, 
near  Boston,  Mass. 

Graham.— Dr.  W.  G.  Graham,  late  partner  of  Dr.  A.  E.  Keyes, 
of  Ravenna,  Ohio,  has  removed  to  White  Hall,  Washington  county. 
New  York,  where  he  goes  to  take  the  practice  of  the  late  W.  G.  Wol- 
cott,  M.  D. 

Partridge* — Dr.  J.  M.  Partridge,  formerly  of  Ohio,  hos  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  J.  D.  Craig,  of  Niles,  Michigan,  one  of  the  most 
efficient  physicians  of  this  State. 

Peterson* — The  Review  of  "New  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences"  in 
the  November  No.,  was  written  by  J.  C.  Peterson,  M.  D.,  whose 
name  should  have  appeared  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

8pra§^e. — Ezra  B.  Sprague,  M.  D.,  of  Owego,  N.  Y.,  has  been 
appointed  Pension  Examining  Surgeon. 

Whipple* — Dr.  A.  Whipple  has  removed  from  Delhi,  Hamilton 
county,  Ohio,  to  Springfield,  Clark  county^  same  state. 


MABBIED. 


Keyes — Graham. — Oct.  9,  1866,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
father,  (Dr.  A.  E.  Keyes,)  by  the  Rev.  J.  Tribby,  W.  G.  Graham, 
M.  D.  to  Miss  Fannie  P.  Keyes,  all  of  Ravena,  Ohio. 


OBITUABY. 


Howard. — Dr.  A.  Howard,  of  Joppa  village,  Massachusetts,  died 
September,  25, 1866. 
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In  closing  our  labors  for  the  year,  we  desire  to  express  our 
gratitude  for  the  continued  support  of  contributors  and  subscri- 
bers. On  examination  of  the  mail  list  we  find  that  that  not 
more  than  twelve  per  cent  of  our  subscribers  are  in  arrears^  arid 
nearly  all  of  these  will  doubtless  pay  before  January.  The  Ikt 
of  delinquents  whose  names  are  to  be  stricken  off  will  be  a  very 
short  one. 

The  list  of  contributors,  as  revised,  appears  on  the  next  page 
to  the  title.  A  few  names  have  been  erased  and  many  others 
added.  Need  we  say  that  with  the  aid  of  these  writers,  we 
can  promise  that  the  '^Am(rican  Somoeopathic  Observer*^  for 
1867  will  be  much  more  interesting  and  useful  than  any  of  the 
previous  years.  No  one  can  be  more  conscious  than  the  editor 
of  the  imperfections  which  have'existed  in  the  previous  issues, 
but  all  must  acknowledge  that  it  has  made  a  steady  progress 
from  the  commencement  to  the  present^time.  If  each  number 
shall  be  an  improvement  on  all  that  have  preceded  it,  we 
may  hope  soon  to  realize  our  ideal  of  a  monthly  homoeo- 
pathic journal.     A  physician  in  Wisconsin  writes: 

"Your  valuable   ^Observer*  I  cannot  prize  too  highly.      Jt 
is  destined  to  become  the  American  Magazine  of  Homoeopathy. 
Another  in  New  Hampshire: 

"  Your  Observer  meets  with  unqualified  praise  among  the 
profession  in  this  region.'' 

Were  we  to  publish  all  the  recommendations  received  tl^ 
would  fill  a  dozen  pages.  It  appears  that  the  Observer  is  just 
as  well  liked  at  the  East  as  at  the  West,  and  our  readers 
are  now  in  every  part  of  the  country,  except  two  or  three  South- 
ern States. 

We  feel  encouraged  to  make  additional  exertions  to  improve 
the  magazine  in  all  its  departments  and  to  secure  for  it  a 
still  more  extensive  patronage.  We  ask  all  our  present 
readers  to  aid  us  in  obtaining  new  names  to  our  subscription 
list,  and  to  contribute  to  its  pages  as  often  as  they  have  any 
items  of  interest  to  communicate.  On  our  part  no  effort  shall 
be  spared  to  present,  punctually  on  the  first  of  each  month,  a  mag- 
azine that  will  be  welcomed  to  the  table  of  all  of  our  physicians;. 
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^^H  Colle^    AnnonnCGirteiits  and  Catalogues, 

^H  CAKD8      AKD      KNVBl.OPBS 

^B  Bll.lrUEADS,  Ciaol'LAHS.  t*-.  A*- 

^ AddicB,  E.  A.  LODGE,  FuWiilii 

J^       LOCATIONS  FOB  SOM<EOPATHIC  PHTSICLAN3.  , 

■^  ■       GOOD     PHYSICIANS      ARE      WANTED     NOW     AT     THE     FOLLOWIBG     FLAC| 

Windsor.  C.  W..         ■  -             Address  Mr.  Thomas  Chater. 

Springfield,  Ohio.  -         -             "Dr.  Jteim. 

Wyandotte.  Mick.         -  .         .        "         A.  J.  Fo/ger.  Exg. 

Port  Austin,  Mick.  -         -             "         C.  H.  GaUup.  Esq. 

Ann  Arbai.  Mieh.         .  -         .       '■         Hon.  Donald  Mclntyrt,  \ 

Goderich,  C.W.        •  .        ■         •■        E.  Oscar,  Esq.                ' 

Hovi  Comers,  Midi,.  •         ■       -     '■         Deacon  Place. 

Traverse  City,  Mick.    •  ■      -        "  C.  G.  Gray,  Esq. 

Moscow,  HiasdaU  Co.,  Hick.  ■      "  Dr.  Onin  FoteU. 
MUford,  Mich. 

CauUersvilk,  Pn.         ■  ■         ■        ■■  Rev.  D.  Chisty. 

Stratford.  C.  W.  -          -         .    '■          Wm.  Cunninghavt,  Etg.  ' 

BubbardstowH,  Mieh.  -  Messrs.  Sundfrlin  i  " 
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_GO^Rr.SEV  ttfoERr  M  r     K:,. 

ftiftn    Icnuulfg   dom  tacBraeic-.    ;'ii.iuL4;i* 

tU£IlNSLY  EGBERT  M   D    Hamreapnthii:  dniDracie  prevtwr 
n  on  pbriid  ty  hyE>        UBUniT.  uid  nn  nhridgcd  Huluriii.  UnilhB. 

isn»T«4Mit         tSSpigM  

THBU   P  A    ^  1  01' boTn^-lJotlnc  vrEi^rma.y  ui.v 

ti'NEM\ 


iiniMUTu.  wiu.}.\si  Ton.  m.  n.. . 


^^£<.'.  ■  .     ■.  ii  iL  n  iiumeopaliij  '. 

^BtliL)' ' '  A  manual   of  KameopatMc  (iix^eTy,  ilwigiind   cfaian 

H(J'okMiT\voia'mNGr6%\v.D",nonii^^^  oi'ii»k<M\ 

uid DTid^ncei.    (Anli-HDmoiDpatbiifO    1^  pn^is,,''^. >...„■.... ..»....»»...-... ...— * 

HUMPHREYS,  Fied^  M.  D,,  DjBBnteiy  end  ils  hoaitsopattuc  treatiuenl;  canUiuinfJ 
also,  ELrffpertoryD-admiinerouiCcascfl,    iJGpagiiB.^-.,-^.^— .-^, , — _^. .-. 

^^AHR;  Now  HomoBopatliio   PhanODooptBia  and   Poaology,  or  the  uioiip   uf  rifi 

^^H|^  vorlu  bf  Buchner  iuui  GrunoFi  by  Dr.  ilompul.    S&fl|NiKDB..-.,.. .,....,-- 
^^B^BR;  Complste  repertoij  of  Que  haoiGSiipalhui  maieria  ineUicn   by  I ' 
^BkBR.  Hull's;  A  net*  manua]  of  liomceopUbio  practice-      Fouitli 

^P*    Kliii'J,  nitli  jiimutaliuusi>uil<iaiUtiiDnt,b]'Fi;ederii±G.  aselllne,  H.D.  t?)<"i 

I';':    '■  i'            ■■.■.'.  manual  of  the  Hialaria  mwliea,  with  Possart'e  aililiuoriJt,,,,, 

I    ii  I    I' ;  The  liomcBDpathic  treatment  of  discuses  of  females. and  ii 

I         '  ii'l  frointho  Frmchf  IrObsrluJ.  0^»D(Hi1,  U.C    Wjn  '    " 

.]'''.  '  :.Jt:   tieitment  of  Cholera 

■    JO:.  ..!■    TiiMi*  tiaxi _-.j. 

^■KiL.  ii.iu',  M.  D.;  HraiceajiatliiD  tnatiiitnt  of'acute  ftnd  chroaidliw 

^V  .1,  V.  itliIin(irirUntBdliIkiiuandir«ri^ns,tqrCluiiJ.IIuiii(al,  JH.D.    IH.^ 

^■l.A'  ilk'inerita  of  hnMeapatiiicptioiicBaf  pl^sic.    FiNt  Anmriinnn 

'      ■       ■  _-",  Cliicugo.     liS  I^l;;o ---,^— . 

:    ''       '   '<     I  of  HoTdceapaihtc thCQT^  and   pn»tMe,,il_  ., 

'  '  iHii  th"  Eixtictli  thDwDnd  iif  thn  GsmuntmlitiDBi  - 

i     :■  ,  ■  i.'iirin  dispascs,  wilh  nn  apppnifi*,  KOUfciinlftg  W 


^3  of  uliij-sldan.   tlloth.    IS*  trauM '. '-. ^ 

iroCHE,  JAMES.  M..  R.  C.  R.  S..  VrtBnn>iry    liomffopMhy  iihmtnled   ,1 


W!ine»  of  Vn«nmtlj  Romfleopsitiy, 
BthrirlunaiaopiitltiatHBbomt:  'OinlnU 
tn  the  Domeitic  Praclicc.  cif  lion 


Direct  Importation  by  Dr.  Ii0<ige,  from  I-ondon,  Englanc 

BBITIgH  HOMCEOPATHIC  WOBKj, 

I    Comprising  many  vcUuablf  Works  that  ham  never  liceti  reprinted  in  the  P.j| 

I  tn  eonacqiienaa  of  the  rDilUQlian  in  Ihe  prrminm  iin  GoM,  thu  Ibllowing-  mluable  woika  « 

Bb  aaU  Bl  DotMil  HnmcpopulUia  Phanuitej  al,  tliB  rullowing  low  hit" 

ipy  Sent  yVrc  by  maii  on  receijit  of  price.  ^SS 

dlHTIONS  lo  llie  HiFmcBO|,3ll.io  Mnlerin  Medien,  1>J  Dr.  Thomaa, Up 

!;N[CA.  KHU.S,  etc..  in  fefpipiicr  lo  wound",  etc.liy  lAto™  Ep|iB. M,  I)., ' 

:ir.ICA.  HHUS.  CaLENDIJI^.  leelure  on  Sorgerv  oinnixlifieJby  (ioiniin|)8lhy, ddlv- 

criK]  at  the  Loiiilan  HiuiiccapBiIiic  Hospilal,  liy  Or.  YcMhaiu ^ -- 

iLITlSH  WORKMAN'S  Fsinil;  Guide  to  Hoiaiuaputlue  tre.iiinenl.  3a  eilitlon, CD' 

■    \ZAN0VA;  Pllysiology   and   Modiciil  Jotispro'lrnoti,     A   coutrihnT.ion  w  IheprMi' 
p«Glivn  ictbnnktuin  or  several  etronoaui  iloctrioiiB  in  relation  lo  human  rtprodveliim, 

KyJobp  N.  C«Mnov«,iC,X|D.,.. »« 

CHILD'S  HnnHEOiratbic  Physiuiin,  or  full  and  plaia  adviee  to  parents  nn  Ihe  numBeemeol 

of  inAnts  aiui  children,  and  treatment  of  llleir  disnrdon,  by  Dr.  C,  G.  Hattlaub,. . .   ft 
OHOLEltA.— Plain  direcliani  fbr  th«i  tri-atmenl  of  cholera  and  rpidemic  djarrbcea,  and 

(or  their  prevention,  by  Wm.  Buyes,  M.  D ■, 

COLLINS  scioncB  and  ompirioiBin,  or  HooiiEop.  prlnoiplnB  and  Allopathic  practice 

OnNSUMPTiON,  iti>  prevention  and  aure.homifiipaihiiJBlly,  1>y  Huj;h  HaHtmi^a,  M.  D.; 
I)UD<ii;ON'S  Df.  LeoiuTPHon  the  thaoiy  and  praeiiee  ol'  Honifflop.  (  beat  extant). .,  ..   4 
DOMESTIC  HOMCEQPATHY  restrictnd  to  ila  li'tjUiniato  sphere  of  praetioo  together 

wUhruleafor  diet  and  ragimen,  by  Ed    C,  Chspinell,  M    U-,  Slh  edition H 

DIPHTHERIA,  its  pathology  and  trealmcnt,  wjlli  euses,  liy  W.  Morgan,  M.  D 

FAMHiY  PRACTICE,  or  limpid   direciionR  in   hoiniEOpaihio   domeetio  medicine,  com- 

inlcd.frora  the  standard  R)i>dical  works  of  Jahr,  Uii.l,  Hempei.,  Urvimt,  &d.  Sd  ed.  IM 
GYMNASTIC  free  cwercisBa  of  P.  E-  Ling,  IrMislat.,  with  additions  by  M.  Roth,  H  D.    ' 

GYMNASTIC  aMrcisee  without  apparatus 

GMNASTIC  eicrciflfs  on  apparatu*.  neoording  to  the  rational  systBin,  by  P.  LJiiSi-*--  - 

HOLI^ND'S  origin  and  nature  of  diaeaae, I 

HAHNEMANN,  very  fine  steel  plale  portrait,  (Frsmcid  photograph,  Urge,  2.60)   . 
'  " on,  M.TJ,  second  edi  " 


HOMCEOPATHIO  family  medieinc,  by  J.  Edward  Nor 


and  enlarged.. 


d  edition,  reviMil 


t  i 


HOMCEOPAT  HY  in  OGUte  diaeaeeB,  by  S.  Y  eld  ham,  M.  D. 

HOHCEOPATHY    among    the  Allopaths,  by  John  Drummond,  M.  D ■ 

HOMCEOPATHISCHE  HUISVRIEND  door  E.  GuernBc;f ,  M,  D.,  N»ar  den   DMdm 

engclEohcn  druk.  verknt  en  uitgegeven  met  biivoeeselen  door,  H  ThontOii,  M.  D.,..  tt 

HOUSEHOLD  UOM(EOPATHIST  and  MotLer-B  guide, 

HISTORY  AND  HEROES  of  the  art  of  medicine,  by  J.  Rutherford  Ruasdl,  M.  D., 

with  portraitBi  iilnth .< 4 

HYGIENIC  TREATMENT  of   Poraljsis  and  I'liralytic  defbnnitien,  UImItUmI  liy  " 

numeroiiB  cases,   with   a    sharl   sketch    of  ralionfiL    medical    gyomastlci,    Or,    tM<   ^ 

movement  cure,  with  38  engravings,  by  M.  Rolh,  M  D., t. 

HOMCEOPATHIO    Dowestio  Proctioe.  by  E,  Guornoty.  M.  D. 

INVESTIGATION  of  HomtBonathy.  by  W.  Sharp,  M.  D., ...'.. 

INJtmiOUS  POSITIONS,  by  Mathlas  Hoth,  M,  D. 

JAHR'5  Geaeml  and    Bpeci^l   therapeutiee  of  mtintnl  disease  and    psychical  di«>rdet)^ 

according  lo  Homojopalhic  principle*,  by  Dr.  Jehr,  tranelaled  by  Dr.  J,  M  Galloiray.  T 

MALAN'S  Pocket  Book  of  HomiBopathy, 

MiLD  MEDICINE  in  contradiitinclion  to  Bevareroedicbe.  by  k,  T.  Massej.  M.D„... 

MORGAN  on  Diphtheria,  its  patholo^  and  trratment,  with  cases, „,.,. 

MORGAN'S  PhUoBophyofHom»opalhy , ._ .... 

MACLIMONT  on  the  importance  of  Jelecling  palmoDAry  conaamptioQ -../.< 

NOTES  ON  DOMESTIC  HOMCEOPATHY, .^    , 

ORIGIN  AND  NATURE  OF  DISEASE   and   the  phyaiologieal  sotion  of  aaSiliaiy  ' 

remedies,  by  G.  C.  Holland,  M.  D. t3 

PRACTICAL  GUIDE  in  Domestic  HoroiEopathy,  a  selection  of  fourteen  remediei, ... 
PRINCIPAL  USES  of  the  sixteen  most  imporUnt   Homeopathic  medicinEs,  complied 

from  the  standard  medical  works  of  Jalir,  Hull,  Hempel,  Hryasl.  vtc, 1 

PATHOGENETIC  CYCLOPJUJL'i.  a  aystematic   arrangomonl   and  analysis  of  Ihs 

HomiBopathic  Materia  Medico,  contuuing  tlie  symptoms  of  the  diapoaition,  tnlcd 

and   hfiad,  by  R.  E.  Dudgeon.  M.  D., ,.. 

PATHOLOGY,  John  Fletcher,  M.  0„  ulementa  of  general  palliology,  edited  by  Dn. 

Drysdale  and   Rnssell, I 

FHAILM.VCODYNAMICS,  rules  and   eiamplea  for  the  stud;  of,  extracted   from  I 

Hirachel's  Grundrisa  der  HauXEopatbie.  translated   and  edited,  with   additions  fn) 

otlifr  psris  of  the  author's  writing,  by  Thomas  Hayle,  M.  D.. 


HVS10r.0QY  ANU  PHAiiMAUODYNAMICS,  a  

BtlSSBTJ/S  Hiilocv  iimi  HeroT^a  uf  ilie  arL  of  titeilidne,  wETporimiird 
SPERTORY—fysunaaOc'  QMn6g«n«nl  *Stl  anal}>ds  ET  'ifie  QbAAopalhiD  Maleria 

MmIic*. — 5  pariB,  ..: '..  .." .' '.'.'. 7  S 

Kt^ROtJUCTION,— .\conLn];atioulatli>]  prosjiectivB  julmiallMt  of  anyeiai  eitavKoua 

7]  dOctriiiee,  by  J.  N.  CMaiiova,  M,  B 8S 

^ASONS  lur  eriibrDoing  HomiGojiuthjr,  tod  reawuB  for  continuing   to  prautUa  tl,^ 

Chx   Rftimford,  M.  D 8 

*>TH'S   Prevr>ntian  and  cuie  of  mtiiv  dirotiie  disoasea  hy  HiOvtRienla, SO 

TH'3  Hi.t,iU..">t!  of  lli.-i„.iv.',n<'r,l.-'.,rii S  G 

,OTH  Oil !..   "     .  '.Nlth  s  chart  siieioh  of  ilio  inovwDcni  cure...  8  0 

pTH'.^    '  iitional  m«<ltcal  gytanutki,  and  Uie  Riusian 

«r   the  treumeiit  of  dirotiie  diBeiHUiik....       t 
©TK  .11 


UPl'LE.Ml..-, .._...,■.      ...     .   :...m.Bop8lhy,by  G.  L.  Moont IS 

"^iTS  TlirT;,|,<.iiii.-i.  ,-.i'  ilii-  Jirj,  "ill  .1  s.'Tici  of  UtlwB.  Sd  edUion.  tdyIsbiI. 4  6 

AKPS  kilcr  to  Sir  Beiijsinin  C.  Bniillc,  Batt.,  P.  R.  S, I  2 

jDlENCE  AND  EMPIRICISM,  or  HoimeofHithic  piineipIeB  «nrl  Allopslhjo  practi™, 

:  P  Collitia e 

HEaAPElITiCS  OP  THE  DAY,  k  a  writs  of  letWw.bj  Dr.  W.Stans.  «coond  edi- 

cvi,.iJ : i6 

ERAPRllTIC  action  iif  atomic  iloMs,  by  A«hui  Dp  NooI  Wa11i«. ..,..        2 

ITERINARV  MANUALS: 

The  GenrliHian'a  SlahU  Minuiil,  bj  W,  Hny^oooh 6  & 

tjt  of  Vcitrinaty  Hamieapatky,  unmfxmn^  boree,  cow,  dog.  dlieep  anil  hegiSfl- 

a,  ami  their  HdmiHopBlliii:  trpatment,  hy  JniilBs   Moorc, 2& 

ytUrwary  ifonueojiaMy.  illustraltiJ  I'y  1^  caajB,  wLlli  Dbsarvalioniiby  JarawMoora,  3 
Ifi'M  Fner  of  coin,  ild  hommopaihio  treatuieiit  noJ  oure,  with  directiani,  tiy  .I.Moare,  2 
Imng  tliuast  iif  cuitlfl,  or  Pleuro-Pneumonin  cQTabla  Ijy  bomoenpaUif,  wild  illr*c- 

liotia,  by  .iNinya  MuOM,  71h  edilioil 2 

iteaionn  for  ailcpdxg  lioimitinpiilliic  IrKatmmt  id  tho  dtepascs  of  aniniHis I 

VHO  wins,"  being  tliB  Autobiograpliy  nr  S,  B,  Csrlingford,  M.  D 8  Oi 

ILDHAM,  Arnica,  Kims.  Calendula,  a  Itsclurcj  on  ■'  surgeiy  as  niDdiiled    l.v    liomoao. 

.    palhy."  deiivi^red  at  the  Londnn  Hninoeopathic  lnwpiMl, 2 

JI.DIIAM  on  Veiifreal  disHaaea,  wiJ  llieii  lioniiEiiJJalliic  trcitmct.i  1    -1 

■I,DHAM  i>n  tho  diETura  of  tliegiobule, 

TLDHaM  onauiUe  dinemps, -1  !> 
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' — WEOICAL    works^, 

vn/r  ft>t  fir.  Ji.  A.  LODGE.  Ifl     M  •odiBo.rd.  Avenue,  Detroit,  MicA^ 

B  of  the  T^iToduetiTe  ornna;  I 
Q  tbcit  pbyaialogioil.  nciu  nd    . 

ret  c^  ind  pcsotieal,  aoA  its  i 

lie  (I  Eouea  pecufiu  to  wansn.  i 

3  menl  of  venereal  diseaies,  indniEi^  4 
^    b    Imlni  long  on  wood.    IIU  «(» „ '' 

mmslio..   nnif  Ji«i)lace- 

>iloi;itii1   anil  Burgieal  absETVBtioas  of  llrai 

.  "Tv';  deBJimed  ai  sn  lutM^iWi/ 
In  two  TOlumEi    flSJp.    0«..  I 

■  i/.^iilL  of  1CF^5'I  liirths,;ailieap-  ' 


pntliDlo^f,  syniptoma  nai  triiitliumt^'Fram  tho  Uut  Londan  editiiu.    lili  SM«a< — —~,mr-^,n< 
YLF.TCBS.li  John,  M.  D.,  i;]«mei)t«  of  general  patholocy.    Edited  W  John  i.  Dnidi 


if  haHHirf  biSyaiiiilioierofm'n'l'    «1  iweo' ;—.-■■—--,----,--    - - 

lonry.  P.  B.  S-;  Aiialoniy,  desenplivB  tnd   BUreical.     The  Urawingi  by  II.  V, 

"'■■■■"^■"'"      '  '  ■'■■s, 

I,      .  .         ,     .  .  ,,.,mUc 

..:.  a;;.;;.. ..:.:--■- ':'^...?...  n 

i'C>  Bud  cuiatiTe   (reaUneiit  or  elFiililj, 
":"i%tian;  KithOOlonid  lUTtfignjaiG  and  niimc- 

ii.'i-.-ron   Animal Msgnel ism.    384  pa<tM. 
.  I  ■-  I!.  S.  L  ;  The  »tuiJy  of  maaieiiie.     In  Jivn  *ois 

r^  of  tbo  sliin,  including  a  pattkuilBT  conttidnnliei 

i<r~>if  UtESeiiflKitionii,  vl-lli  iiiiwa-    2ilp*gei.    OU ■- 

lii'me,     RoBult  of   fiftjr  years'  eiperlcnce.     fVip 
t  W.  Haiall,   M.  D,.  and   l.ut&ei  V.  Call.  -M,  D., 

li.rgory.     Principal  defence,  insanity.    477p.  cl'itli. 
(iceilliat  Id  tvumen,  including  diaplacemenU  of  the 

^''^'""' :--■"-%-: ;- ::xi;.i;t^ 
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..nine 


i,  M.D.,  Edin.  M.  R.  I,  A..  Atlaa  of  ouMbediu  disoid«n.. 

t,  H.  D.,  M.  R,  I.  A.;  A  pIQClical  treatise  Oa  i1iiek»B  ot  till  tl 


tJI.TE,  J.H.,  W.  U.,iudH, 

tAGET'ja'neii,  F,  R.  S.~  lVcT. 
iPARTtrSH  EilwarJ  ;  An  itilrt^.l 


(tRATT'i 


leU,  M.  Lt;  Ibe  Araerican  Msgaaius,  li 

g  bIes  popnlif  triioles  on  enatom;,  fibystat(i|7,  b, 


A  mw  Amerit^a  odition,  rerijod  t/j  th 

_    -*M.  D.,  A.  M.    OiSpieM 

HOKITANSKY  Catl,  M.  D.;  A  raimuml  i 

'  Mt  OpHBiio  BdilwD,  by'Wio.  Ed«»Td»wanr, 

^      .'.,  aifcOooreBE.  Day,  M-D-.I'.ll-a.    Tui! 

KDTH  M  ,  M.  D.;  Haiid-book.  t,f  ito  'mu 
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ibGt,  at  Ilia  Ho  III  a' o[  I'll  hie  Phiirmaffl^^^^B 
AN  EPITOME  OF  THE  1 

HoiTLoeopathic  Healing  Atj 

Contnining  thp  Naw  Disoovems  uuii  Improvements   to'  the  present  m 

Bigncd  for  tho  uhc  of  fumities  und  travelers,  anil  ns  a  Pooket  flj 

for  tlio  1'IiyBiciB.ii,     By  B.  h.  HiLC.  M,  D.,  Professor  of  G^mirS 

and  Surgical  nnatniuy :  late  Profesaor  of  Surgi^rf ,  OlistetrioB,  itn| 

of  I'eioaloa  and  uhlldren  in  tho  W.  H.  College ;  Autlmr  of  tlie  Ud 

prooltco  of  surgery,  etc.,  eto,  ■ 

\lA  nev>  and  complete  edition  cf/ntaining  many  imjiortant  add^^ 

An  Original  Work  ani!  not  a  marc  compilutian.  H 

Th«   HoRiceapnthip.  lilpitumc  of  Prof,  Bill  liaa  been  pHsoctrf^  IH 

definitenpss  which  mnrk  ils  prescriptinna,  and  the  abecnup  of  triflufl 

cnltitive  tUeorizing,     Every   disease  is   described   so  that   it  o&s  g 

detoot^d,  till']  t1io  mnst  relinblo  remedies  pointsd  out  with  B,  oleiLmaw 

ciaiuTi  Dot  fmiud  lu  i.Le  iurgo  looks.     It  hus  beou  otleii  remarked  tbntj 

volumii  coiil.aiiia    tiiore   priiutii.'al    iiifoniuitiou    than  some  of  the  ^ntA 

The  new  edition,  wiiile  preserving'  the  viiluaLla  eharaeteriatics  of  tl^ 

tnios  the  trratuient  of  Diphtheria  niid  HBveral  other  dlseasea  nut  rcJM 

the  first  cditioDR,   nnd  many  other  additions  aX-  real  utility,  j3 

It  eonlaim  directiuua  for  the  iiomceofatJiic  appliealitm  fif  (A&  Miia9 

PBIC'B  190  CKNTB.  I 

The  Hpitoiuo  will  bo  sent  free,  postage  prepaid,  an  a  prttuuDm 'ftifl 
who  will  Kciid  tt  NBw  Bubei'tibei'  to  iha  ObsL-rvp.r  liir  IBnG,  wi^  tttH 
tinn,  $2.00,  J 

ANEWWORK.  I 

By  JOHN  ELLIS,  M.  D.  ■ 

Intertdtnl  for  FiX'itUies,  Traeekrs,  nnd  Lty  PiruJ.itiWsr^^ 

400  Pages,       Priee  81  75  crs.  1 

To  FbyaicIaiiB,  $18  dozen.     To  Fhannficiea,  $12C  par  UKfl 

The  BUlllOr  of  lliia  Warli.  having  praclicp.J  jnpJicine  many  vnnre  at  llie  Wnafl 
Bllopalhtc  iiliysician,    bill  for  15  years  as  a  licimrn'opatliiHt,    Iki? Ii'jv,i,v,!    in  itiiiH 

S resent  to  the  pul'lic  >  reliaWe  work,  and  one  much  iiceJeii,  i*-!-  ■'■■■ 

iseasea  of  tlie  WpBtern  counlij  ire  concernBil.  He  hay  fif c  i 
tlnn  to  Wnstflrn  faitaa,  in  a  ilomeslic  ireitise.  IVann  Ihe  r  . 
fliends  have  iJieil  in  the  lianilE  of  [ai«  piactitlonera  far  the  w  rn.'  n 

teiod  in   tUia  book,     i^ven  the  (ihjsicisn  will  find  in  Ihisiv ',ii 

gcnione   thun  ho  enn  BnJ  in  any  oihet  volume 

1^  Oeacriplion  of  the  various  iliaeaeei  will  hr>  fotioil  rleur  ait<l  fiill ;  fit  (tw'|l 
ptete  ahd  uohl.ains  ah  HUpernuOUil  p«per,  A  Imiiti'il  nilinliiir^^ijly  49— of  |H 
reinriUeB  iis«J  by  houmeopsilliialii,  afo  reuiimmi'inl.'rl  in  lliis  volnnu'j  ..m!  pTaln  dl 
directions  arc  given  for  tneir  usp;  also,  li--  hi'  ■  ■■■"■  ■— i.  ■  '  i'  -■-.--  ■'  •}]v 
which  they  choiilil  he  iise<l,   aoJ  tiip  t-'n."!   ■■■  '■ 

fact  lift  nnlhor  has  heard  anil  hiiellrd  II 

nii  the  rapiJ  sale  unil  inciensiiig  deiim,'! 

of  the   couimutiily  il'ily  appreciate    Ins   ifi.'!-.-   !■  ...     i  li 

respect  satiifoetory.  I 

^ent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  to  nny  part  of  the  United  Sttites,  afl 
$1.75.      A  liberal  discount  to  book  deulors.  M 

A  oupy  free  fts  a  preiniiuu  to  any  one  who  will  nend  three  "BW^I 
to   Amciiam  Hoinceopatluc  Observer,  with    the   subsariptioo,  $2,  fH 

isec.  .  ] 


tebed  hy  l>R.  LODGE,  106  Woodward  Avenue, 

PHICK,   TWENTl'-FIVE   CEXTS, 

M;  edica,!     Fona]j>o 

DOCTOR'  S    DRJCA.'if. 


POEM,  B7  WM.  TOD  HEI.MUTH,  M.  U 


mo  lidve  prevailed 
\  Poem,  n  pitrt  of 
I  bjr  tlie  LoUKeopa 
\  uf  ihe  -\jm'rii!an 
pm  lineK  sbtiiiud 
mil  wliorevei' 
tut  cclot. 
■•  BMn'espoudent 

'llbliaher  has  endo 

ftioD  in  Itundaome 

r  reception 


upon  tlie  author  uf  the  alovu  to  allow  u;*  ti\  publish  i 
which  was,  by  cspeeial  reqnust,  repeated  at.  ihp  banill 
ihic.  ph^aic;iati!t  ul  Oincinnali,  in  lionor  of  the  re-orgr 
InslitiilB.  in  June,  1865. 
iu  wit  and  satire  upon  the  Medioul  ProfesBiOri  of  t 
tbey  base  been  produced,  have  boeii  invariab]]-  n 


of  lliB  Ameitcan  Homitopathic    Ohser»er,  in    detnilj 

Institute,  speaks  of  ihom  in  the  highest  possiblo  terJ 

ciivorud  to  do  bis  part,  in  presenting  the  verBss  to  V 

.yU.  and  trust§  tUitt  th«  publication  will  meet  ma 

ready  for  delivery,  printed  on  tinted  paper,  mth 


E.  A.  X.OOHE.  M.  Ii-.  ruWiulii^,  u 

HALE'S    NEW  ~REME^DIES. 


(NEW 
t  permitting 


fey  heiiUh  n      _  ^ 

(«  Bet  about  colldoung  aJditional  material  for  the  Second  Kdition  of  " 
Tt  will  he  reudy   for   the  Press  early  in  January. 
rOTings  or  partiol  provings  uf  any  plant  indigenous  to  United  States  % 
beQi)tabl",  ako  clinical  reports.     If  any  phyBiciiin  will  report  to  uie  .< 
tieuco  willi  one  or  more  remedies,  and  send  such  report  heforp  tlip,  abt 

tk«b«ll  ho  published  and  due  credit  given.     \n   reporting  cases  plea 

mat  the  following  rutrti  : 

X  Oiv«  the  syiuptoiUB  oured,  Mpn-AoUy  the  rliaracteristic  onex. 

D,  Scpntt  only  those  cttaes  whore  tho  remedy  was  used  singly  and  nio 

|ti.  Give  the  siKo  uf  tho  dose,  und  tlic  time  of  its  vepctirioii. 
"".  Write  plainly,  and  only  on  Dtir  aide  of  tbo  shpot, 
1  raports,  etc.,  may   be  »ent  to  uiy  uddress,  Box  5CK},    VHiD 

PtrULtSHKn's    NOTtCE, 

^.  Bftlc,  mucli  to  the  regret  of  himself  and  otliois,  Ixaa  buen  ii 
lirablie  speaking  for  a  few  monlha,  in  order  thnt  he>tnay'r 
Jtit  af  mi  illDoaa  elsewhM'O  rcforrod   to,     Iu  the  interim,  at  the  lirat  edi^ 
B«n  Provinjrs  is  eshuuated,  he  will  devnta  his  time  until  .Inn.  1,  in  ( 
tdditionni    mnterii'l    for  a  seeond    edition,  which 
sal  GXpcriencB,  and  later  provings  of  the  New  Kun 
Jbe  printed  na  rapidly  as  diu!  I'liti'  will  permit. 
^BBentotioB  copies  will  be  binmd  in  BulMtautial    leatbi 
a  all  contributors  of  provi.ngs  on  (dinicnl  eastiii  for  thi 


t  of  all  tho  princip 
Em  )>o  Hunt  to  Dr.  i3a 


il  contribntovH  plat 
bofoto  l«t  Jan., 
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GASH  PEICES  AT  DE.  LODGE'S  HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 

No.   160  Woodward   Avenue,    Detroit,   Micliigan. 

Five  per  cent,  discount  en  all  ord  em  exceeding  $vO,  y/hcn  the  amount  is  remitted  by  Banker's  cbeclis  or 

drafts.    TERMS  CASH.    Remit  by  draft  check  or  money  order,  payable  to  order  of  E.  A.  JMdue,  ^'henerer 

practicable.    Goods  will  be  sent  with  bills  to  collect  on  delivery  (C.  O.  D.)  if  directed. 

Sums  under  $10  can  be  sent  in  registered  lottor8»  at  my  rink. 

ALCOHOL^  absoliilclj'  pure,  quart ....  ^2  00    Hepar   sulpk.  kaliy  tincture,  per  pint, ...   1  60 

[Quart  bottirs  extra  15  cts.  eacli.]                   [Will  make  one  fr.-ilion  of  intion.] 
Arnica^  fresh  flowers   per  package 25   Hcionin,  pure,  per  uunce, 6 


Amic'i  court  plaster,  per  dozen 76@  1 

Arnica  strength,  plaster,  on  leather,  dz. .   2 
Adhesive  Plaster,  improved,  per  box  .... 
Adhesive  Plaster^  aniica,  (transparent)  .   1 

Arnica  oiU  per  doz.  $2.50,  each, 

Arnica  tincture^  concentrated,  per  pint.    1 

Arrcw  root,  packages 

Ambra  grisea  — nrst  decimal  trit.,  oz. . .   6 

»*  second       **  1 

Argtntum  metallicum,  first  dec.  trit.,  oz..    1 

Atropine,  first  decimal  trituration,  oz. . . .  10 

Aurum  metallicum,  first  dec.  trit 10 

•*                       second        '*  2 

*  *    Muriaticum,  (same  as  Aurum  met) 
Baptisia,  pure,  per  ounce 2 


15 
50 
50 
00 
25 
50 
25 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 


6(y 

//aAncma«;i,  large  photograph,  §1,  small,.  20 
Hypophosphites,  of  all  kinds 

Hydrastiiu  P"re,  per  ounce 4  50 

Inhaler's,  Fulfrraff's  Si,  Hunter's 2  00 

Labels,  complete  set,  large  sheets,  dozen  1  00 

do      smaller  size  sheet,  dozen 86 

Lenses,  for  pocket,  three  in  case 2  CO 

Lotions,  Gelsem,  Rhus,  <fc.,  per  pint, ...  50 

Leptandrin,  pure,  per  ounce 1  50 

Maizena,  pure,  lb 20 

Macrotin,  pure,  per  ounce, 1  50 

Mercurius  solubulis,  pure  per  oz 3  00 

Alercurius  solubulis,  first  decimal  trit.  oz.  60 


Moschus,  first  decimal  trituration 6  00 

00 1  Morphine  pills,  1-8  gr.,  sugar-coated,  100  2  00 
Btmgits  and  Catheters,  English,  each  . .  26^50 !  Map  of  Michigan,  colored  and  mounted,  75 
Bromine,  German,  pure,  stoppered  vials.  1  00  I  Microscopic  objects,  good  variety,  each..  15 
Cttchu  grandiflorus,  pure  tincture,  per  oz.  1  00 ;  Magneto-Electric  Machines,  improved. . .  9 
ComHU  Soap,  old,  best,  per  lb 40  ;      HalPs   constant   battery 18 


Cocoa  homoeopathic,  lb. 
Chiniodine,  purified,  t»ackages,  each .... 
Citrate  Quinine  and  iron,£ngIish,  per  oz.  1 
Conchilagua,  prime  tincture,  per  ounce  .   1 
CMitnduki  flowers,  in  packages,  each .... 
Cholera  and  diarrhaa  directions,  per  100.    1 
CERATE^,    Apis,    JEsculus,   Arnica, 
Colendula,     Cantharis,     Gelseminum, 
Oraphites,      Hydrastis,      Hamamelis, 

JUJkus,  Thuya,  Urtica,  per  dozen 2 

per  lb.  in  1  lb  jars 2 

CmlenduU  Tincture,  finest,  pint 1  50 

Caaes,  of  all  kinds,  filled  or  empty,  as 
good  and  as  cheap^ias  at  any  other 
pharmacy.     New  styles  just  received. 

Ckmax  salve 80 

Cow  pox  virus,  as  imported  from  Germa- 


90 1      Electrodes,  for  do.,  complete  set 10 

40  I  Mortars  and  pestles,  5  inch,  1 


75 
00 
25 
50 


50 
00 


u 
u 


6 

7 


tt 


<( 


1 
2 


Mother  Tinctures,  half  oz.  20c.,  ounces, 


50 
00 
00 
50 
76 
76 
85 


Medicated  pellets  per  ounce 85 

j  Prescription  boxes,  round,  per  gross, ....  1  00 

,  Prescription  boxes,  new  style,  per  gross.  1  00 

;    **  with  printed  directions,  per  gross ...  1  44 

Porcelain  Slabs,  each 2  00 

Prescription  potoder,  substitute  for  sugar 

of  milk,  for  prescriptions.per  lb 40 


ny? 


tube 


2  00 


1 
1 


80 
50 
76 
60 
00 
40 
00 


CORKS,  finest  quality,  per  gross.  No.  1  @ 
40  cts..  No.  2@50  cts..  No.  8@60  cts., 
No.  4@70  cts.,  No.  6@80,  No.  6@90.S 
No  7®$n0,  No.  8@1.16,  No.  9@. ..   1 

Craig  Microscopes,  hard  rubber  mounted  2 

CoraUium  rubrum,  first  decimal,  oz 

Coinine^  pure,  per  ounce 

Cuprum  met,  first  decimal  trituration  oz. 

DiatUlfd  water,  pure,  in  quart  bottles, . . . 

JhhUions,  medium  @  85  cts.  oz.  high . . . 

DEBT  ENVELOPES,  per  100 60 

Drop  Measures,  superior, 60 

GLOBULES,  No.  1  to  7,  part  sugar  of 

imlk,  (P«ge*i)  lb.  86c.,  all  sugar. . .       66 


Palmer's  patent  Electro-  Voltaic  battery. . 
Powder  papers,  white,  per  thousand,  . . . 

"        ^*      brown,            '* 
Pessaries,  inflating  with  stop, 2 

**         SS.  horse-shoe,  and  ring ....    1 
Podophylline  pills,  1-4  grain,8ngar-coated 
oz.  bottles 


60 
86 
25 
00 
00 

25 


ihmiuaUd  Measures,  accurate, .......       60 

O^eminine,  pure,  per  ounce 6  00 

Qru^,  Jno.  F.f  Dr.,  photograph 20 


Podophylline,  pBre,  per  ounce, 1  60 

Platina,  first  decimal  trituration,  oz. . . .   6  00 
Quinine  pills,  sugar-coated,  per  100 ....   2  00 

Rice  flour ^  warranted  pure,  per  lb 25 

Retorts,   stoppered, 2  00 

Solidified  or  concentrated  milk,  per  lb. . .       60 
SUGAR  OF  MILK,  finest  quality,  this 
i«  warranted  pure  and  well  refined,  lb.  1 

Sa/ktonine,  pure,  per  ounce, 8 

Spctulas,  bone  26,horn,  '*  just  the  things* 
Scal^  and  weights,  accurate,  per  box , , .    \ 
Stereotype  plates  for  stamping  corks  with 
naqiea  of  medicines — a  new  plate,  in- 
cluding new  remedies — eacb , , 5 

^^^^^er  brace« 2 

^f^'Jttw,  first  decimal  tritutation,  oz...    1 

^yta,  first  decimal  tritnration,  oz 1 

UNCTURES,  pure,  half  oz  20,  ounces 
g^ITURA  TIONS,  decimal  scale,  per  oz.    86 
%«rfiiofiierir#,  accurate, ...« 66 


26 
00 
16 

n 


66 
60 
00 
00 
86 


pure,  stoppered  vial 2  00  Ifca/o  forcqie !."...!'.. .2  io'tofi  00 

•■ '  -  ??P^«««««  Virus,  warranted  fimih  and  pure  1  60 


Qfycorole  of  the  Hypopkosphues^  per 
MoMmmelis  Extract^  per  bottle, .... 


^    fir^fh  ana  pure 

•1  y^ Vials f  one  ounce  stoppered,  per  dozen,. 


1  60 


DR,  LODOK'S  rrOMtEOPATHIC  PHARMACr,  DKTR6lTrMl«fltO. 

ilO            IBDlixarpolMW I  SOIH    3  60     0«W.ilk,l«  j.„ 

i:ts";".:-"""""  ';'■' ' '-'  "•^'"'  ^T'"*-  w  S£  ■  f^-'^^'- 

■*"f<''"                                           HOlWl_f.„,j,,. 

'  st-                       .  ::.;       ■;■■  ■  ' 
SC";                               ;ii  .     «• 

■fc;;                            ■"    ., '"    ■ 

1  Si:,.                        ,: 

JF^rc-,.     ■                                          .     ..     ,-  ...      :  ...    ... 

il«i."' 

:  1;;'               -; 

■     ^  ■■■'"'                      ■■  \  ■          ^ 

S'^lg;:..    '            .M'SiSsib 

iDtnieopalhlc   >reiUctnea,  I>iet-Fnrclopc«. 


tbilows,    at  rut  ceiitH^ 


<■!■:  ^  II '*"piilliStfPliii(ill« 


b'???Mp?9??i 


—20 


The  Novelty  Magnifying  Glass.       :  STJlRGHO-AJLi     SPXjZMTCB 


COMPANION    OF    THE    CRAIG    MICROSCOPE. 
Represented  in  the  adjoining  Cut. 

For  the  examination  of  LIVING 
INSECTS  this  is  far  superior  to 
any  other  glass,  as  it  confines  them 
iwithin  the  focus  during  the  exam- 
ination— feet  up  or  down,  as  you 
Iplcase.  It  is  also  suitable  for  ex- 
amining flowers,  leaves,  seed,  cloth, 
woo),  minerals,  the  skin,  etc.,  etc.,  being 
adapted  to  a  greater  variety  of  purposes  than 
any  other  magnifying  glass.  Ptice  Two  Dol- 
lars Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  on  receipt 
of  the  price.  Address 

Dr.  LODGE, 
166  Woodward  Avenue^  Detroit^  Mich. 

Pare  Coir-Pox  Tiras, 

92.    fWarranted  Pure  Kine-Pox.] 

For  use  i>ee  page  48   of  Observer,   1865. 
(Liquid  I^ymph.) 

PURE    VACCINE, 

WARRANTED   FROM    HEALTHY     SUBJECTS. 

$1.50. 

:db.  e.  a.  lodge, 

i>  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy,  Detroit. 

Tiro-H[and[redth§9 

LEHRMANN'S  and  others, 

n  jMllets  and  dilutions,  warranted.    $30  the  complete 

set  of  150.    $30  tor  UA  vial  boxes,  upright,  with 

locks  and  keys. 

Dr.  LODGE'S  Homcsopathic  Pharmacy, 
166  Woodward  Avenue^  Detroit 


OBSTETRICAL 

B»Bibg«  St  SupptrtOT. 

Adapted  to  the  form  of  the  pelvis,  and  worn 
with  entire  ease,  being  free  from  siecl  or  any 
cumbersome  material. 

Sent  by  Express  to  any  part  of  the  country. 

Measures  required :  1.  That  of  the  waist. 
2.  That  around  the  person  just  below  the 
projection  of  the  hip  bones.  Price,  $3,76. 

Address,  Dr  E.  A.  LODGE,  Homoeopathic 
Pharmacy,  166  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich 


MlfaBO's  Graduated  Conpressfon 

SUSPENSORY  BANDAGE. 

Prlee  Tiro  DolUura  Bacli. 

For  detcriptiom  see  pwe  1  IS  of  Amcrisan  Homto- 
pathk  Obsexrer,  1864.    For  sale  at 

DETROIT  HOM(EOrATHIO  PHARMAOT. 


Extension  Bar  and  Gaiter,  $7  60 

1  I^r^e  Double  Incline  Plain,  6  60 
1  Medium  Double  Incline  Plain,  6  60 

1  small  Double  Incline  Plain,  6  60 
8  Radius  Splints,  6  60 
6  Fore-Arm  Splints,  3  76 

5  Interosseous  Splints,  1  76 
8  Joint-Arm,  4  60 

3  Condyle  and  Humerus,  2  76 

2  Clavicles,  7  60 

6  Dressing  Splints,  76 

4  Patella  Splints,  8  60 
12  Ankle  Splints,  10  60 

$66  00 
The  complete  set  for  60  00   CMk 

I>r.  IiOI>GB*  HomesoMtliie  VhurmamWf 

166  Woodward  Aremu^  StML 

'  BEST  OLD  ^ 

Castile     Soap, 

40  cents  per  poand, 
Dr.  Lodge's  Horn.  Phannacy,  Dstnit 

DIETETIC  PREPARATIONS; 

Arrow  root,  pckga.,  ®  36  cts. 
Corn  Starch,  bnst,  pound  20  cts. 
Homoeopathic  Cocoa,  excellent,  pound  86  clii 
Homoeopathic  Chocolate,  superior,  pd.  76  di 
Hominy,  line,  pound  10  cts. 
Maizena,  pound  20  cts. 
Rice  Flour,  pound  25  cts. 
Sago,  best,  pound  30  cts. 

Dr.  Lodge's  Homoeopathic  Pharmae^ 

No.  166  Woodw.  av.,  Detioit 

Dr.  Ryan's  Monthly  Hom<copathic  Berisv,  per 
year,  cornxncncixur  Jan... ——.__.. ^  |ll 

British  Joamal  of  Homooopathy,  per  year,eoB- 
mcnoing  January ———-«.,..  II 

American  Homooopathic  Review,  per  year,  mb- 
mencing  July .. .........  II 

North  Amciican  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  per 
year,  commenciug  August....  ....  ._„  .......  4 1 

Braithwaite'B  Retrospect  of  Praoticai  lf*«iifi— 
and  Surgery,  half>yoarly  parts— Janujuy  and 
July,  each,  |1,60.   Publisher's  price,  per  ycsr, 
if  paid  in  advance,  before  publwation......«.  S I 

We  take  subscriptions  at  same  terms. 
Each  i>art  consists  of  over  300  pages,  octefv. 
Subscriptions  received  and  »w*gi rings  %if- 

warded  promptly.    Back  numbers  or  mlmaw 

supplied. 

Bound  Volnmea  JTonvmsJs* 

North  American  Jaumai  of  HomcBopmtkM,  18 
vols.,  half-bound  turkey  moroceo...*."  .^...UB I 

Philadelphia  Journal  of  Homuaomat^  'JT  viiis. 
complete,  half-bound,  turkqr  moromi....  ....  1 1 

Braitkwaite*s  Retnneet,  haU^bonad.  tm!marl 

}2S»  ?.*•  '^  '*'•  ^'^^  '«>•  •«.  '^  •«C3 

1864,  U  vols. -——--... .!!,««.  VI 

American  HomoeotHUkie  Renew,  volsril  jTsaai 

4,  half-bound,  turkey  morocco .-7......  Ml 

United  States  Jo%tmal  of  HonumOkw,  eonnMi 

2  vols.,  half-bound,  turlw  morocoo...J-!^^  li 
Dr.  Ryan*e  Homaopaikte  Retiew  ftir  lUL  ■■< 

1864,  each  vol.,  7eOp.,  hall^bound,  twTiiisr.  4i 
North  American   ^rttmnl  ttf  ffmnnwrerito  iwh 

9, 10.  II  and  12,  bound,  auKqp-^!!?!!!:L...  IM 
Bntuh  Jcwnal  of  Uommopatky^  17  volnnaSikitf      - 

morocco JIZZ— !•• 

AmericoH  Hommopaikia  Okee  r#^  toI.  1 9mA% 

in  one  To]t..w« ........Z  9t 


PALMER'S 

ELECTRO-VOLTAIC  BATTEEY. 

**  In  direotine  attention  to  a  voltaic  battery,  so  small' as  to  bo  convicntly  carried  in  the  vost  pocket,  it 
nijl^t  at  first  sight  bo  imagined  from  its  diminutire  size,  in  comparison  with  the  largo  shock  machines,  that 
flia  erolnticms  of  electricity  eyolved  from  so  pmall  a  comxMiss,  could  aid  but  little  as  a  therapeutic  agent.  Let 
It  bexemembered,  however,  that  the  greatest  living  authority  of  the  darf  in  this  matter  has  stated  that  during 
tha  duoomposition  of  nine  grains  of  salt  and  water,  an  amount  of  electricity  is  set  free,  exceeding  in  quantity 
Khe  amount  diiiplayod  in  the  most  terrific  flash  of  lightning.  ***  The  spiro-tubular  form  of  my  battery, 
anlike  those  of  any  other,  is  perfectly  frt>o  of  all  extraneous  material  between  the  battery's  elements,  and 
Uiereforo  sdlows  an  extraordinary  amount  of  metal  surface  to  come  in  contact  with  the  exciting  agent,  vine- 
Bar  producing  an  enormous  quantity  of  electricity  with  sufficient  intensity  to  overcome  the  resistance  of  tke 
body.  It  may  bo  interesting  to  observe  that  every  alternate  element  throughout  this  battery  twists  in  a  con- 
bnuy  direction  to  its  neighbor,  producing  an  additional  or  higher  relstion  or  electric  power.''— Dr.  H.  Palmer 
m  (M  app.ictAUm  vf  I  ealised  galvani  m  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

Price  of  Battery,  com  pie  te,  -VFltH  tbe   Boole,  $6.50. 

ForiiseB,  ftc,  see  page  115  American  Homeopathic  Observer  for  1864. 
S9r  Sent  free  by  mul  on  receipt  of  price. 

PULSATILLA    NUTTALIANA. 
PULSATILLA    NIGRICANS. 

PHYTOLACCA    DECANDRA. 
BRYONIA     ALBA. 

OISTUS     CANADENSIS. 

CACTUS  GRANDIFLORUS, 

ACONITUM    NAPELLUS     RADIX. 

BELLADONNA,  &c  ,  &c  ,  <fec. 

Pour-ounce  vial8'$l.     2^oz'.,  60c.     1  oz.,  35c.     Half-oz.,  20c.     Quarter-oz.,  15c.      Dram,  10c 
DR.  LODGE'S  Homooopathic  Pharmacy,  166  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit. 

R.BlDTJ0TI01Sr    IIST     I>R.IOBS- 

Olobules,  of  good  quality,  im  1  lb.  boxes,  per  lb |      65 

"        of  Fage*s  manufacture — best,  per  lb 85 

YialSyfint  ananty,  half  dram,  per  gross 1  50 

•*              •«            one  dram          "     175 

«•              "            twodrams          "      2  25 

Half-ounce  rials.  $5 ;  one  ounce,  |6.00 ;  two  ounce,  $7 ;  four-ounce,  $9. 

Alcohol  (un^ualed),  [bottles  15c  extra]  per  quart : S  00 

PuBx  Sugar  of  Milk,  per  lb.,  well  refined, 1  26 

Pare  Motuer  Tinctures,  and  first  decimal  triturations,  pcross S5 

Covks.  per  gross,  finest  quality : 

Nol,    No  2,       No  3,       No  4,       No  5,       No  6,       No  7,       No  8,       No  9 

40g         50c  60c  70c  80c  90c  $1,00         $1,15       |1,30 

Address  DR.  LODGE,  166  Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit. 

Skliiner^s  ImproTed  Surgrical  Splints. 

Kntirdy  new  and  complete  set,  in  case, N*  W> 

Baj*a  splinta,  complete  set : CO  00 

CRAIG  MICROSCOPE." 

This  is  the  best  and  cheapest   Microscope  in   the  world  for  general  use.    It 

a        requires  no  focal  adjustment,  magnifies  about  100   diameters,  or  10,000  times, 

and  is  so  simple  that  a  child  can  use  it.     It  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid, 

on  the  receipt  of  $2.75,  or  with  six  beautiful   mounted  objects,  for  $3.50 ;  or 

_   Fiw.  A,  with  24  objecto,  for  $5.50. 

MB^Ob|m^        •  Address :        DR.  LODGE,  166  Woodward  Avenne,  Detroit. 

SSyLb*  kJS^      ^  liihenl  discount  to  the  trade. 

POOKXT  LENSES.— Also  for  sale  excellent  Pockkt  Lkmsss,  for  Physicians*  use.    Three  magnifiers  Jjj 
STRONG,  NEAT,  CONVENIENT, $1^ 


Ptajrstclan^s  Vlsitlngr    lilsts— Homeopatblcian^s  Diary. 

Can  be  commenced  any  month.     For  30  patients  a  week,  $3.75.    60  patients,  $3.00. 

ELMER'S   PHYSrCIAN'S    HAND-BOOK  OF    PRACTICE,  REVISED,  $1.76. 

LnriMAY  ft  BXAKI8TON'B-95  paUonts,  $I.S5.    50  patients,  $1.50.    100  patients,  |S.S5.    S5  patients, 
illHlMirsdi  $1,501    50  patients,  intwrlesyed,  $S.75.  Dr.  fjODGEI,  Detroit.  » 
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Tialfl 
cloaned'medki* 

and 
corked. 


'Singh'  Vtixvft^  Turkey  Moro^Tii.  wiili  HOXo.  2<i  vials 

Sirifile  Csjsos.  liiii'st  Turkey  Moniero,  wiih   1ft  lorm  vials - " 

Shifrlo  C'asos,  Moiui<<n-i.vt'rr.l.  with  32  No.  .7  vijils 

SinKle  Cases,  Morocco  covered,  wiih  J8  ouu  dram  vial.s —  - -— . 

: Double  ("«si.«#:,  Morocco  covc.re«i,  wiili  30  one  drain  vials 

DouMo  (^ascs,  ciiVtT'd  with  liucBi  Turkey  Morocco,  .1(5  two  drnm  viala 

Double  Oases,  coiiiumiii  Morocco  cover,  t^l  No.  5  vials '- 

Double  ('ascs,  liu'is  Turkey  Moror. -o.  If)  two  drain  vials  and  Id  one  dram  rials......... 

'Double  t-ii'jea,  Wood  Iniini*,  morocco  cover.  No  20  vials -- -.-" 

Pori  Monnaje  Caves,  hteel  frame,  nu>rocc«»  cover  and  oxini  lining,  with  three  pockets,. 

l(i  vials  No.  31.  with  vials  cork«-d 

Slidf  Cnses,  -Jl  vials  No,  31.  with  vialK  ci:rk<-d - 

Slide  Cases,  Is  vials,  one  dram,  covt-red  with  bookbinder's  dolh,  wiih  vials  corked 

.Wrapper  C«t»es.  ('2-I  vial).  Turkey  morocco.  No.  HO  via's,  wih  vials 

jWr.!}»ju'r  ('.iy<',  (20  vial.s)  Tiivki'v  iin.ror-cn,  flasj),  No.  31  vial.s  with  vials 

Wiai»j)er  Cum-,  20  No  30  via]>',  luoior 


14  00 

4  50 
3  0 
3  fA\ 
3  oA 
G  GO 

5  GO 
G  00 


ion 

.  5M 
650 
450 
400 
500 
800 
700 
800 


3 
3 

5 
3 
3 

R 


6  WimiiiJcr  Cjim*,  Turkey  morocro  •■xtva,  witli  52  N<i.  10  vials,  and  lojonjr  vials 

7  .AVr;ip]»er  (.'a.«*e,  extra  Tuikcy  moroiro,  24  No.  4  vials  aiul  12  No,  48  vials' 

g  ["Wrapper  Ca.-e,  extni  Tiirki  y  inoro«'«-.i.  -lo  No.  4  %'ial< - 

(.-oiiunon  21  vial  upriirht  f.iso,  one  ili.-iiii  viisis -     2  00    i 

Traveli'i-.-*' Ca.<e,  very  .sUoiift  an«l  lii-iit,  12  larjjcNials  ^vith  jruide  book,  comiiletc,  with 
out  uu'lieiiU'.-* _ .._ v- -— ., 


(10 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
DO 
7  00 
6  00 


400 
400 
150 
700 
450 
400 
10  00 
900 
800 
300 


21 


22 
23 
24 
25 

20 
27 
28 
21) 
30 


31 
S2 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 


39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


;        I><»        do        fillrd  cikRipIi'te,  i'i  lar;:*'  «iu;>ulities,  nt  !?l'>  j»er  dozen 

rilYPIClAN.S  lU'CCY  CASK,  impioved,  very  sli-oiijr,  cftverc*!  Turkey  morocco,  (Filknl 

;        with  meiliciues  and  i«stnnneut>j,  eonii'lete,  $30),    IxsTniMrxTH  :  2  l.istouri(>s,  2  lan- 

'        C"ls,  dre.<.>^iiijr  toR-e]-'-.,  si  i.sMiiv.  « au.<tie  hoMer,  silver  catheter,  2  pr&hc:»,  director,  iicc- 

dies  >'.lk,  ])hi.':ter,  iVr.,  tNrc.,  A;c. _ 

New  style  ('a<i-  for  24  vial<.  1  1-2  (in-m,  vrry  caurenimt 

.Two-fold  Ca<c.  20  \i:ds,  1  1-2  dr.im,  ela.<ii' MrJi]*,  m.-^.-^et  leather — 

Pasteboard  <as«\  M'ilh  (>  j»n"<cn")>ti'>n  lioxcs  each - — ............. 

Wraj'per  Caso,  Turkey  m<»r.,  32  luuir  viils 

"Wraiiiier  Ca.-^o,  3  ful<i.":i2  J-iii.-  via!.-  and  32  >;tort  (very  eouvciiieiit) — 

Wra])}.er  cjisi',  woi.ii  friiiui-.  27  Ni..  (>  vi;!!^- 1 

Extra  \Vr:ti.].er  (.'a.-v-.  -IS  No.  |()  Vi  !!< - 


75        \» 


do  do       is  N«).  \')     (10 


do  do     21  ioii}.'-  tvro-draiii  Vi;il.< 

PHYSIC  FAX'S  OFFIOK  TAJ5LK  MEDICINE  CHESTS. 

Of  haul  injn'.L  neat  and  strong,  ?/;»///.  good  locks  and  keys : 

i200  (ii"  ounce  Ma h; . 

108  half  omiee  vials .. 


15  Ot» 

•  SO  CO 

3  50 

450 

2  fK» 

3  00 

12 

!W 

400 

1    530 

10  00 

'  12  00 

2  50 

40O 

5  00 

6  0,1 

G  CO 

800 

GOO 

800 

00  half  oiiuc*'  vials. 
I  48  half  ounce  vial-<. 


00  one  omu-e  vials _ 

!  48  oui""  onni'.'  viaU- ' 

iCa.seof  T..«'hnnann's  200th  jK.teneie.s,  l.'K)  vials  No.  13 _ - ^ 

■Ca.<e  of  101  vials  two-hnndredths,  in  dilntions_ ...... 

Any  idluv  :-ize  or  style  made  to  order. 

;  F  A  M  T  L  Y       M  K  D  1  C  I  N  10       O  II  E  S  T  S  . 

j  Ilnnl  vood  or  Icuthtr  covirtd,  ffood  tmks  and  kit/s,  nc<U  and  substantial : 

1 15  one  dram  vial.-,  vials  cleaned,  r<>rke«l,  ^^an!l!e^l  and  labelled,  with  Hill's  Ei»itome 

.21  two  dnnn  vial- 1 

.■J6  two  di-am  vials . 

42  two  (\niu\  viJils 

74  two  dram  vials _ ■ 

|30  half  oun<-e  rials  and  four  one  ounce.- - " 

20  half  oinu'."  vials  and  three  one  ounce _ -. ' 

20  one  ounce  ^iils _ 

15  one  ounce  vial> > • 

Kllis  caso.  48  diaya  and  3  half-oimeo  vials , 


14  00 

•fiOOO 

S  (K) 

:22  00 

6  00 

20  00 

fi  00 

.  12  00 

10  00 

30  00 

0  50 

17  00 

30  00 

.  20  00 

4  00 

600 

2  511 

•   500 

3  Oi> 

600 

5  OO 

700 

G  00 

90D 

a  00 

10  00 

4  00 

800 

3  00 

800 

2  00 

601 

4  00 

100 

Families  arc  cliargecl  25  per  cent  more  tban  aboTe  rateSt 

^r*  The  Cases  to  hi' filled  will  he  put  nj)  with  tiuctun's,  diluti«»ns,  tritimitions,  or  nuMlicntodg!otaI*i 
ncc-ording  to  order.  Cases  without  medicine  will  be.  stamped  and  hilndled  to  order,  if  desired.  fSf  Wltfti 
numher  of  cases  are  ordercnl  at  the  same  time,  a  still  further  discount  will  lio  latule  from  the  ocdinaiypoeefc 

Cases  wade  to  order  of  any  size  or  jxittern.     Old  cases  repaired,  re-pki%^ 
altered.     The  extra  Turkey  m&rocco  cases^  above  referred  to,  are  tJie  best 
facturcd. 

Address : 

Dr.  LODGERS  Homoeonatliic  PharmaeT. 


[COMPOUND  E4GNET0.ELECTRIC  MACHINE.] 


Tbe  ItiriOTm  UAcniNE,  b;  ■  ril 


[W" 


■orred  ia  the  direiilliiu  it«eamiiaDfiEig 

The  IHPBOVED  UA.CHIirE  la,  In  e 

rerrpect,  more  alniple.  Ids  liBhle  to  ^< 

oil^l.    TEoaweconibiiialbfiiBEleDrdliMi 
evireotor  (ha  ElODtrkulilOalTiLTUoBBl-    ' 
»  ih  Uiu  porapimtiuidniiuablHFhsrWiMry 
O  Iglna)  MiiEnEto-ElsctiithMuhinai. 


dliMt  I 


The  DcntUrs  Foot-Board,  t 

Price,  $3.50,  S 


r„l,uti.«nooi-«nliwi.tlli.  ?f 

vfolulion.    It  unlxipir-  ^ 

it  !•  ulna  vottMa,  rtqr  ^ 

uiidiictint  Oordi  uiA  Qi 


THK  GREATEUT    NOVELTY    OF     THE    AGS!! 

POCKET    MAGNETIC    MACHINE, 

FOB  MJBBICAL  I'URPOSfiS. 


OrJuw  lUt  Uw  ■►on  pBlirjrtl J  •ibOiiw*. 
Smitli'*  6(^^vp  Baltrrtf,  tira  cup«.. 
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OUTLINES    OF    THE    PHYSIOLOGY    OF    IlEPRODUCTION.    AND 

ITS   MEDICO-LEGAL   ASPECT: 

BKIKO    A    CONTRIBUTION    TO    TUB    PKOSPKCTIVB  REFOKMATION  OP  SEVERAL  ERRONEOUS  DOCTBINBf 
HITIIKRTO  ENTERTAINED  IN  RELATION    TO    THAT    SCIENCE    AND  TO  MEDICAL    JUBISPRUDBETCB, 

BY  JOHN  N.  CASANOVA,SJC.  M.  D.    ' 

Containing,  1st,  all  the  physiological  occurrences  which  take  place  in  the  hun^an  female, 
from  puberty  to  motherhood,  respecting  the  initiative  and  complementary  process  of  reprodoe- 
tioD  ;  and  2d,  every  possible  condition  or  state  associated  with  those  occurrences  capable  of 
being  placed  before  courts  of  justice  for  judicial  investigation,  among  which  there  are  sevenl 
ftUitM  never  before  brought  to  light  by  any  writer  on  physiology  or  medical  jurisprudence. 

**  Although  written  by  a  believer  in  the  law  of  nature  expressed  in  the  formula  atmilU 
nmilibus  eurenturi  as  the  most  general  of  all  laws  of  cure  eatablished  by  the  Creator,  the 
work  does  not  deal  with  homaopathy  at  all.  The  province  of  homoeopathy  is  thcrapeuhCM. 
Neither  does  it  treat  on  pathology,  and  therefore  not  on  any  method  of  cure ;  but  it  treats  on 
subjects  which  every  medical  man  ought  to  know,  whether  homoeopathist  or  not,  and  which 
every  magistrate^  barrister  aiid  juror  ought  to  consult— subjects  essentially  physiological  and 
juridical,  not  treated  popularly,  but  based  upon  scientific  investigation,  according  to  the  pres- 
ent advances  in  medical  science,  and  practically  demonstrated,  or  shown  to  be  capable  of  being 
so,  and  upon  the  civil  and  criminal  laws,"  in  those  respects.     (Dedication.) 

Finally,  the  work  is  the  result  of  more  than  forty  years  of  personal  experience  in  private 
and  official  practice,  in  different  parts  of  the  wqrld — written,  not  for  medical  men  exclusively, 
but  also  for  aU  who  may  be  engaged  in  the  right  administration  of  those  laws,  respectively. 

DR.   LODaU,  166    Woodward  Avenue,   Detroit. 


JUST    PUBLISHED. 

A    CORRECT     TRANSLATION     OF 

DR.  ROCCO  RUBINI'S  PROVINGS  AND  PATHOGENESIS 

OF 

CACTUS   GEANDIFLOEUS. 

THE  GREAT  SPECIFIC  REMEDY  FOR  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 

With  Notes  and  Compariso7i$  by 

Dr.    A.d.    Lippe, 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  at  the  HoyyimojxUhic  College  of  Pennsylvania. 

Price,  25  Cents. 
3DR.  LODGE'S  HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY,  DETROIT,  MICH. 


ON  HIGH  POTENCIES  AND    HOMCEOPATIIIOrf,  CLINICAL  OASES 

AND   OBSERVATIONS, 

By  B.  FINCKE,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

This  Work  contains  a  collection  ot  highly  interesting  and  instructive  C;iinical  canes  tue- 
ccHi  fully  treated  with  the  highest  Dynamisations.    Price,  $1.25. 

DR.  LODG^E,  166  Woodward  Avem^e,  Detroit. 


Practical  Homceopathy  for  the  People. 

Adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  the  non-professional,  and  for  reference  by  the  young  prac- 
titioner, including  the  use  of  many 

N  E  W      11  E  M  E  1)  I  E  8  , 

and^improvements  in  the  treatment  of  numerous  diseascH. 

SECOND  EDITION. 

BY  J.  S.  DOUGLAS,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Paper  covers,  40  cents  ;  $i  per  dozen.     Bound-copies,  50  cents  ;  $5  \)ov  dozen. 

DR.  E.  A.  LODGE,  160  Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit. 


THE    BRITISH    MONTHLY 

H  o  m  oe  o  p! a  tliic     Revie^v^^ 

EDITED   BY  Dm.   RYAN,    BAYES    cf   POPE. 

New  Volume  commences  in  January.     Back  numbers  or  volumes  supplied.  : 

{By  special  arrangement  with  Messrs.  Henry  Turner  <Sc  Co.,  publishers,  this  Journal  will  bo 
mailed  direct  from  £n|rlarid  to  the  address  of  e<ich  subscriber,  with  English  postage  f  repaid. 
$4  per  year  in  advance.     Observer  for  1866  and  the  Review  for  $5. 

Address  Dr,  E.  A,  LODGE,  Homoeopathic  PJiarmacy.^lGO  Woodward  Avenue,  Detrmt. 


THE  BRITISH  [JOURNAL  OF  HOMffiOPATHY. 

THE    OLDEST    AND    BEST    HOMGSOPATHIC     PUBLICATION  • 
EDITED  |BY   J.  J.  DRYSDALE,  JM.JD.,  AND  R.  J.  DUDGEON,  M.  D. 

New  Volumo^commences  in  January,  1866. 

li%*'By  special  arrangement  with  Messrs.  Henry  Turner  &  Co.,  Publishers,  thia  Journal  will 

be^mailed  direct  firom  Engrjand  to  the  address  of  each  subscriber,  with  English  postage  prepaid. 

-^  Although  the  Publisher's  price  is  £1    sterling,  we   lake  subscaiptions  at  $6  per  annum,  or 

the  British  Journal  and  American  Homoeopathic  Observer  for  1866,  together  for  |7,  if  paid  in 

advance  to  DR.  E.  A.  LODGE,  ICO  Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit. 

$3  each  will  be  paid  for  numbers  1,  6,  8  and  0,  of  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  by 

DR.  E.  A.  LODGE,  166  Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 


One    Thousand    Dollars    Per    Month! 

PRACTICE    FOR  SALE   ON  VERY   ADVANTAGEOUS  TERMS. 

Looaiion  quite  desirable.     Address,  stating  age,  whore  graduated,  what  year, 
amount  of  experience,  &c.,  &c., 

X.  X.  X.,  care  DR.  E.  A.  LODGE,  Detroit. 


A   NEW  AND    COMPREHENSIVE   SYSTEM 

OP 

Materia    Mledica 

THERAPEUTICS. 

By   CIIAS.    J.   IIEMPEL,   M.    D. 

Second  edition.     2  large  vols.,   ^ll-boundt 

Price  il2. 

Dr.  Lodgers  Homaopathic    Pharmacy,  Detroit. 

166  WOOWAHD  AVBKITB. 


Owego,  Tiogra  Co.,  N.  Y. 

DKAKKR    IN 

Homeeopathic   Bledielnes,    B<»oks»  Tinc- 
tures,  Dilutions,  TrltnratlonB. 

All  the  NB'W  KESEBDIBS  for  sale. 

Also.    Poeket    Gaseii,    Plijralclan'a    mnci 

Famlljr  Cases,  OdreTuIly  put  up. 

At  New  York  prices  and  warranted  pure.    Orders 
solicited.    Te/ns  casli. 


THE     Isr  E  ^W 


BellcYiie  Stereoscope. 

Tlip  StCTi'iwcOiii'  is  ati  iiiKlrinni'iil  liy  means  iif  ivliirh  two  pPcturi'B  uflho  Nine  obJMt  An 
prcicnliid  sr|iamtrlj'.  ciir  lu  pnrli  rvf,  niiil  Ti-|in'?i>iitiii^  the  olijrcl— ono  as  ft  a|>ppara  to  tha 
right  rye,  ami  ilin  ulEicr  nf  il  ap|i(-&Ti>  fu  llic  Irll,  i>u  lliul  tlii'  cutuliinrd  iuiiac  serti  apprara  to 
lie  u  soliil  Imiiy.  nnd  a  jK-rfrct  colilitcrpnri  iif  llii»  olijwt.  "WLcii  ^xe.  look  with  liotli  eyes  at  an 
olijcct.  cacli  eye  mm>s  parts  of  it  not  \ikilili-  in  llic  iilhur.  niid  tlic  images  of  it  on  the  ivtina  of 
Uie  two  i'3'PH  nre  in  wiuio  iirptPt  Uiwduiiiur  'I'licn-  is  ilio  faint  disaJmilaTily  in  Ihe  ]iictuiM 
u-ied  ill  thR  Steceiii't'lidu.  'l'h<-  niiiiie  KlerrnMOfir  tilerally  xi^'nilics  to  rica  'nolid — Ihat  ia,  ihe 
olijeet  seen  njipenrKniit  an  a  {liBtuTe,  liliL  aa  a  solid  objert.  mid  isrecn.inall  its  dolail  of  form, 
precisely  as  we  see  the  loriii  iif  a  [leriKin  (it  any  nrlicfti  tvilli  Ihe  naked  i>ye. 

The  BctttuM  Sicrcmmpe  reprcBcntnl  in  the  aliivc  rii<:rnvin|r,  is  eiiliri-ly  a  new  article,  and 
embracrN  leutnri'ii  liitherlo  nn1-fllIaiiii>J.  In  llx'  onlltinry  fuiiii  of  StereoiMwpti  Iho  picture 
reiiiaiiiB  at  a  fixed  dintnnre  fnim  the  Ioiih.  iiiid  liiprel'i>re  ih  not  i^uited  to  tiio  eyes  tif  diETerenl 
individiiatrf — the  varyinfr  eyesight  reqiiirilij;  ibi'  pii'lure  lo  he  cliangcd  in  posilioii  from  one  to 

In  lliiu  iti''lriiuie>il  Ihat  Irouhin  is  met.  Jiya  Kltii[i:u  arrangement  the  picture  can  Iie^lianfceJ 
to  suit  the  I've  ol'  every  person,  hi  ihut  tliv  pieliire  is  hrnti^lit  to  view  with  a  beautiful  am! 
iire-tiko  itiAliiictiiesH.  In  fact  its  name  is  lahen  tin  Ihin  nueount— llio  word  BelUtue  meaning 
beautiful  vine.  Many  li.ive  failed  lo  al>jnTci;ile  the  Plereriwnpe  fur  want  of  ihia  very  feature. 
Kimiily  hecauui:  the  fiwiiH  as  lixed  was  nut  right  fur  llieir  ryr*.  ]iut  we  think  no  one  can  fail 
to  ajlinirn  the  Didlevue  Rlercoscupe — pictures  viewed  in  it  api>rarRBif  living.  In  Ihe  land- 
scape, e»ety  nick  and  Ires  seems  an  if  aetiially  U'fiire  your  eye.  and  in  the  case  of  SlatuarT  or 
Parlor  Kroiijia—lhe  stalac  urinjitidnal  iii  lliere  nut  as  u  picture  hut  as  a  matter  nf  fact.  Indeed 
every  vi>>w  ih  [jiio  uf  aiir[>asHiiiK  beauty. 

Another  valuable  feature  is  tla  poelabilUg — Die  ilistruiucnl  when  fiilded  up  occupies  a  space 
only  six  inchen  Inn)!  W  twii  wide,  and  ono  aud  iine-fouilh  iuehvB  hi^h,  and  iherclore  can  be 
carried  in  the  jiockcl  without  ineonTi-nieiice.  Tliu  benulv  with  which  it  is  gotten  up  and  the 
low  pricii  at  which  it  is  siild — nnlv  TiiitKii  Dolliks — bolli  I'ouihinnl  make  the  Bellevne  Steteo- 
scopc'an  aitieh-  which  cannot  falf  to  he  (>i)piilar.  Those  Stpri-oncopea  are  made  of  Black  Wat. 
nut,  wilh  silver-plated  mounlintr",  and  each  one  inpiilup  in  a  neat  box,  with  prO[icrdircclioiiB. 
STEKKOSCOl'lC      VIEWS. 

Wo  have  coii"iaiiily  on  hand  a  choico  collection  of  Slereoiicopic  Viewa  of  diflerent  kinds' 
csnsistiniT  of  vlen-s  in  our  onii  country — 'White  .Mountain,  ZVingara  and  other  ecencry  ;  views 
in  llualou,  New  York,  the  Ontral  I'.-irk.  Washijii;luii  and  other  intrresliug  localities.  Also,  s 
lino  collvcli'iu  of  Statuary,  Ihe  best  uf  the  relehratcd -' raliner  Marbles,"  from  Statues  ^ 
Busts  by  Eniuturf  D.  Palmer,  Lsq.  ThesH  last  are  ('hiiice  Pielures.  and  words  can  hanllj  be 
found  to  eipress  thi'ir  heauty.  Upsides  the  al'OvF  we  have  vicww  of  Paris,  and  a  few  miscella* 
neous  view-,  all  of  which  are.lcBirable- 

S^  Price  of  the  Views,  j:!  ]icr  dozen.     S.-nl.  post-paid,  In  any  address. 

Priee  or  tHereaaevpe/^SS.UO      Sent  tty  Mull,  Post-paid,  for  93. 
Or  wilh  six   choice   views,  4  Till ;  or  wilh  twelve  views,   »6. 

For  a  present  Ihis  will  be  found  to  lie  a  choice  article. 

In  aelecKni;  views  to  oll'cr  lo  the  public  in  connection  wilh  Ihe  Bellevuo  Stcreosconc,  it  bM 
been  our  aim  to  secure  Ihnso  which  were  valuable,  and  a  limited  number  of  them,  rather  than 
to  ado^  everything  in  the  thapn  of  a  picture,  without  regadSto  its  merit;  therefore  thoc*  who 
order  troni  us  may  expect  a  uoinI  collection  of  carefully  sclecled  Views,  At  Iho  abova  pricM 
all  will  be  plain  Views.    Colored  aiul  Illuminated  Viewa  coet  from  75  cents  to  |1  each. 


nunoBopathio  Vials  from  Dr,  Lodge's  J^muBopathio 
Phannacy,  Detroit 


,*,  T^ey  have  teeU  turned  over  lips  and  made  of  bett  gbua  tubinff. 
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17 


18 


10 


m^^ 


sj^^ 


Viala  of  TioMt  Quality,  Vos.  1  to  60— Uannfiustnnrs  Ee^nlar  Hunben. 

Under  one  dnun,  per  groas,   .     tl  75  j  One  ounce, BOo 

One  to  tiro  druns,      ....     2  00     Two  ounce, 7  0  0 

Two  to  three  dnma,     ...      a  50 1  Four  ounce,      .    .    ,    .    .    .  "    W 

Half  ounce,       f>  Oo  j  Eight  nunce, 15  00 

Botf'et  of  partieuiar  akes  tmmufactured  to  order.    Send  dkanetar  and 
'snffth,  a-d  state  ifthevtalii  to  be  with  or  xoithoul  lip. 


flomcBopathie  ?ials,  sold  at  Dr.  Lodgers  Horn.  Pharmacy,  Detroit 


M4P9  wtii  imrmedomer  mmd  ^amp€H0r  qmmiii^^  B0iile§  mfmuif  Hx€  tmmi^  i9  Orders 

Send  diameter  and  length  and  state  if  the  yial  iB  to  be  with  or  without  lip. 
fhider  one  dram.  $1.75  per  sross.   One  to  two  drams,  92.60.   Two  to  three  drams,  98 


G'.-ASS.'i 


.VlftRWC'* 


I'ltU'T.S  ill'  VIALS,  FIllST  QUALITY. 
n.  par  jtroflp,  t5.C0.     Oiio  mme  ■.  per  gms/,  S:i,i]0.     Twi 
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CARD      PHOTOGRAPHS, 

By  mat/,  only  10  cerUs  ecurh.     If  o?ie  dollar  is  remitted,  twenty  PJiotogra/phs 

will  be  sent,  from  which  ten  can  he  selected,  for  one  dollar,  and 

remainder  returned,  post-paid.     (Postage  ttoo  cents,  only,) 

Address  E.  A.  LODGE,  166  Woodward  Avenue,  Detroit, 


SURIPTUUE   BUBJKCTS. 


li.  Angelo  Buonaix>ti 
Rosa  Bonheur 
By  tke  waters  of  Babylon  there  wo  Robert  Bums 

lat  down  John  Bright 

CAuiflt  and  the  Woman  of  Samaria  Aaron  Burr 
Glttkt  healinff  the  blind  P.  M.  Oeneral  Blair 

The  Widow's  Mite.    DubufSe  Parson  Brownlow 

Tb«  Master  has  come  and  ealleth  for  Ccryantes 

thee  John  0.  Calhonn 

Bcbeeca  sees  the  approach  of  Abra-  Simon  Cameron 

Iwn's  Servants  Count  Cavour 

Judas  wandering  on  the  night  of  the  Henry  Claj 

Orndfizion  lion.  Gassius  H.  Clay 


Jcvtha's  Daughter 

Sli  perceived  that   the    Lord  had  Christopher  Columbus 

Mued  ^e  child.    Copley  Thomas  Carlyle 

Tenei  au  moi  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge 

Settverance  of  St.  Peter.    Hilton     O.  W.  Curtis 
littte  l^nuel.    Sir  J.  Reynolds.       John  Calvin 
liairiage  of  Ruth  and  Boas.  Leloir.  Colenso,  Bishop  of  Port  Natal 
Mary  and  John  at  the  tomb  of  ChristRi<^xu?d  Cobd^ 

Flockhorst. 
Veah  Jeff  Davis 

Ruth  in  the  Fields  of  Boaz  Mrs.  Jeff  Davis 

fibow  me  Thy  ways,  O  Lord !  Smith  jcff  davis  Herself 
Thou  Stillest  the  Haging  of  the  Sea  Dante 
Bread  of  Heaven,  The  Charles  Dickens 

St^ohn  leading  tiie  blessed  virgin  to  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas  ■ 
tt  Ids  home.    Dobson  Mrs.  S.  A.  Douglas 

Bethlehem.    Dobson.  Paul  Delaroche 

We  praise  thee,  O  Ood  I  Albert  Durer 

tknnon  on  the  Mount,  The.  Dubufe  Anna  E.  Dickinson 

Qmitier  Eather  Donahue 

Bntry  into  Jerusalem,  The.  Dubufe  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales 

QmOier  Victor  Emmanujel  II. 

Miracle  of  Loaves  and  Eishes,  The  Empress  Eugenie.    3  styles. 

Dnbulb.    Gautitr  Edward  Everett 

Dispersionof  the  Apostlee,The.  Dn-  R.  W.  Emerson 

IrafB.    Gautier  Robert  Emmett 

Star  of  Bethlehem,  The  Benjamin  Franklin 

Flight  into  Egypt  George  Fox 

Jeeos  in  the  Workshop  Elizabetli  Fry 

Joremiah  among  the  ruins  of  Jeru-  Archbishop  Fenelon 

salem  Rev. Arthur  B.  Fuller,  Chaplain  16th  Prince  Alfred 

Parable  of  the  Lily  reg.  Mass.  Vols  Prince  Imperial 

Boflier  little  children  to  come  unto  me  Dr.  French,  Dean  of  Westminster 
'*  Whoso  drinkcth  of  this  water  shallMillard  Fillmore 

tMrst  again."  William  Pitt  Fcssenden 

Raising  of  the  Daughter  of  Jairus    Ctencial  Garibaldi.    (2  styles) 
The  Dead  Christ.    Rothermund.      Garibaldi 
•or  Saviour's  advice  to  the  rich  W.  L.  Garriscn 


Abraham  Lincoln — full  lengtb 
Abraliam  Lincoln  and  son  Thad. 

2  styles 
Abraham  Lincoln's  late  Residenoe  at 

Springfield,  lUinoiB. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Monnment  "  8ik 

crcd  to  the  memory  of  A.  Liinoola.'* 
Abraham  Lincoln.    Monument  witt 

Cross 
Mrs.  Lincoln— vicnetto 
Mrs.  Lincoln— fuU  length 
Martin  Luther 
U.  W.  Longfellow 


Hon.  S.P.  Chase,  Secretary  Treasury  A.  Lamartine 

Lafoyette 

Mary  Queen  of  Sootts 
Baron  Macaulay 
Meyerbeer 
Lucretia  Mott 
Mozart 

Rt.  Rev.  Bish.  C.  P.  Mcllvaiae,  D.  B 

A.  G^Curtin,  Gov.  ot  Pennsylvania  Horace  Mann 

Princess  Mathilde 

Maj.-Gen.  and  Mrs.  O.  B.  MoOleUaa 

Morton,  Governor  of  Indiana 

Maximilan  Emperor  of  Mexico 

Carlotta,  Empress  of  Mezieo 

Commodore  Nutt  and  Miss  WoirHi 

Napoleon  and  bis  Bon 

Napoleon  I. 

Napoleon  II. 

Theodore  Parker 

Lord  Palmerston 

Napoleon  III. 

Daniel  0*Connell 

Wendell  PhiUips       f 

Prince  Napoleon  a  Pnneeee  CloliUft 

Prince  Albert 

Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales 

The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wslsi^ 

with  the  in&nt  Prince 
The  Princess  of  Wales  and  Albtft 
Victor  of  Wales 


young  man.  Lejeune 
Judith  and  Holophemcs 
Iieah  and  Rachel 

PORTRAITS. 

Alfred  the  Great 

loha  Adams 

John  Quincy  Adams 

Bhapcror  Alexander  of  Russia 

John  A.  Andrews,  Governor  of  Mas- 

laehusetts 
Ihr.  Arnold.    <Ijate  of  Rugby) 
Plrotiessor  AgassiB 
William  Allen 
Bdward  Bates 
Sebastian  Bach 
HenryWard  Beecher 
Ber.  H.  W.  Bellows 
Bec^ven 

BUsabeth  Barrett  Browning 
8.  B  Brittan,  Jr. 
Jejun  Brough,  of  Ohio 
Wm.  CuUen  Bryant 
fknr.  Buckingham 


Princess  Beatrice 

Princess  Alexandria 

Princess  Fredeiiok  Williaaa  of 

Pope  Pius  IX. 

Lord  Byron.    Phillip 

Bishop  Colenso 

Gov.  Buckingham,  of 

W.  H.  Prescott 

William  Penn,  at  30 

Lord  Palmerston 

Reubens 

Raphael.    Forster 

Raphael.    Pannier 

Raphael  at  15.    Forster 

Raphael  and  Pemgino 


J.  J.  Gumey 

Frederick  the  Great 

Alexander  Hamilton 

Handel 

Haydcn 

Alexander  von  Humboldt 

O.  W.  Holmes 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne. 

Hon.  Joseph  Holt 

Washington  Irving.  yanderlyn,1805  De'Quincy 
"       Jarvi8,1809       Earl  Russell 
**  G.8.Newton,  1820  Salvator  Rosa 
"  Chas.Martin,1861  John  G.  Saxe 

Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spurgeon 
United  States,  2  styles,  vignette     Capt.  Scmms,  of  the  Pimie 

Thomas  Jefferson 

Bishop  Kenrick 

Charles  Kingsley 

T.  Stair  King 

Emperor  Francis  Joseph  of  Attftiia  JohnRuskin 

Andrew  Johnson  Richard  Reynolds 

Baron  DeKalb  Sir  Walter  Boott 

Charles  Robert  Leslie  Hon.  Charles  BamBer 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  late  Presi-  W.  H.  Sewszd  i 
dent  of  the  17. 8.,  8  styMs,Ticnstte  S^ed.  Bewaxd 
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Miss  Scmms,  dauffhter  of 

Scmms,  of  the  pirate  *■ 
Schiller 
Jean  Paul  Richter 


LIST   OF  MEDICINES 

For  sa)«  at  Dr.  Ledge's  lloiuiFopnlbtc  Pha/aacy.   Nv.  ^ 
Weedwar4  Ivenuet  UctroK. 

PRIOEa.—Xe  01.  viah,  each,  p.50.  Sijhl  p2.  vials,  p.O(f. 
Four  oz.  viah,  f/.OO.  Two  os.  viaU,  tO  vts.  One  ox.  So  eta, 
Ha}f  02.  ^0  cU.     Quarter  oz.  15  ctn.     Om-£ighth  oz.    10c, 

All  tbe  vegetable  and  mineral  BubsLaiices  nee  Gupplie<l  in  tinctures 
or  dilutioDE.  The  raineruls,  cnrtlia,  &o.,  in  IriluriLtiuDa  and  dUatioua. 
Tinctures  are  all  the  Hams  price,  except  Cactus  g.  and  Caftchiiagua, 
which  arc  euch  tl  per  ounce.  Auruiu  met-  and  some  few  triiurutiouB 
arc  higher.     For  prioes  of  these  se«  pitge  17  of  Pricc-Llat. 

In  ordoring  tntidiuiuos,  plooBo  eUte  whut  prG[iarutiiJii  is  desired. 
If  the  nDmc  of  the  mviiuiue  only  is  given,  lu;  custom  is  Ui  send  citlicr 
the  first  trituration  or  pure  moiUur  tiuctorc,  unte^H  the  medicine  is 
one  of  the  higher  pi'iecd  ;  in  wiiioh  cuac  I  send  the  lowest  pvepariitioii 
that  can  be  ofiordod  at  the  pricaii  above  etutcj, 

jfS'ToE  FDRITV  AND  STItBHOTH  MOT  BXCELLEn  BY  ilNV  OTHER 
PaEPAKATIONS.  .SST 

and  iow  dUiUion^iwe  all  prepared  on  ike  tlccimal  scale 

Aduniaa  Ammonium  murial. 

la  digit, 
hippucust. 


%*Trieuralio. 

Abelmo^chu!i 
Abuiuthiam 
Acidum  acutiaum 
Aoidum  benEoicum 
Abies  bali^nmca 
Aeidum  chromicum 
Acidum  flourioum 
Actdum  forniicnui 
Acidum  gaJlicam 
■-'■■Tihydrocjamo. 
a  Ipctieum 
n  miiriutioam 
Acidum  molybdicum 
Aeidiim  nitrieura 
Acidum  osiiHcum 
Acidum  phosphoric. 
Acid  carbolic  (Phi 
AcidmBBuoeiiiicii; 


Acidui 
Aeidui 
Acidat 


Adnms 
^acuii 
JEaculi 
Aothuf 
Agave 
Ag:n.ie 
Agano' 
Agaric 
Agrim 


labm 
ciTiapioiu 


!  Oineticua 
i  UiUaeariuB 
i  vesica 
upntoria 


Ammonium  phospho. 
Ampeiopj-is  quinqst 
Auipclopsin  " 

AmpUisbssna 
Andromeda  arljori 
Anacurdiutit  o 
Aurigillia  arvengivil 
Anguatnra  vera     '/ 
AnisBBi  stellatuin:  ^ 


Acidum  sulphuricnm     Alna? 
Acidum  tann' 
Aoidum  tarts 


Agnus  eiistua  (berry)     Anthrnkokali 

Alliiim  reps 
Aletris  fnriDOsa 
Aletrin 
Allium  sativum 

serrnlntu 


Aoalypha  indiea 
Aconitum  nap,  rod, 
Aconilum  nap.  folia 
AconitHm  ijcoclOnu, 
Aoonilino.  (Aoonitiu) 
Acta!  alba' 
Actto  rubra 
Ac  tie  Epicata 


Anlhrisoiis  ceref^ 
AntimuniUm  mutatj| 
Antimonium 
Aniimonium  erudurfj 
Authemia  colula 
Antimouiumsul.r 
Antirrhinum  linarlflj 
Apis  mol 
Apium  vi 
Apoeynui 

Apuoynum  audroseil 
Aijtta  pctra 
A(]uilegia  TulgariB  Jj 
A{juilcgia  cnnudtor^ 
Archangel  Jea 
Ammonium  arseniate    Arctium  lappa 
Ammonium  carbon.       Argcmoiio  inexteanl 
Ammonium  cnnetio.       Arunea  diudema 


Alo'.'  soeotrlna 

Aloine 

A)  urn en 

Althw  offieinaliB 

Alumina 

Ambru  grieoa 
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^KrgeDtam  lu^tftUioum 

Baryta  muriatioa 

Canella  alba 

^^1 

^Hrgcntum  lutrioum 

B«l)ei«-jtt  , 

Cnhinabislativa 

^^^H 

^■Arnlitt  spiiiosu 

Bflbeinn  snlphato 

^^^H 

Anjin  undicaali* 

BeUmnttos 

Oasnabifl  i^dica                      i 

^^^H 

Argilla 

BaUadonna 

^^^H 

AriBtobpliU  cleiiittii. 

Benzoin 

Oaiitbaris  vittata                    , 

^^^H 

^■AriEtolochia  milliom. 

BouEolo 

Capsicum  annmim 

^^^H 

^Kvstolooliiti  serpGn. 

Bcrberis  vulgaris 

Carbo  animalia 

^^H 

^Kpitoa  uioiitaDa 

Berberiua 

Cnrbu  pica 

^^^H 

^^baunitinm  niHallic. 

Berbi^rina  iodide 

Carbo  yegetabiUa 

^^^H 

^^Btenionm  olbuDi 

Bp-rberina  lonriuto 

CardoBS  bonedictui 

^^^H 

^^^Renicuni  i^itrlnitm 

Berberiua  suiphata 

Oarduus  marianus 

^^^H 

^^BEeni'^Mni  riibrum 

Berylitt  oarbonica 

Oaroba 

^^^H 

^^Blenite  of  Quinine 

Bignoniaradioans 

CascnriUa 

^^^H 

^^El<emosia  absiathium 

Bismuthnm  metallic. 

Oassein 

^^^H 

^K^araesta  vulgaris 

Biamuthum  nitric 

CsBtor  equoruai 

^^H 

^^vnm  macula  tum 

Bofareirft 

Caatoreum 

^^^H 

^Hrnm  triphyllum 

Boletus  tarioia 

Caulopbyllum  thalic. 

^^^H 

^BHafictidit 

Boletus  satanas 

Cftulophyllin 

^^^H 

^Hteariim  ouropseuui 

Boras  veneta 

Caustioum 

^^^H 

^piAai'iui)  uaoadense 

Brayera  anthelminti. 

Celastrua  soandena 

^^H 

Asclcjiias  iucarnata 

Bovista 

Ceo  no  thus  americuL. 

Asclepias  syriacn 

Brauoa  ursina 

Cera 

^^H 

Asotepiaa  tuberoaa 

Bromium  (Bromine) 

Coraain 

^^^H 

Asclopidiu 

Bruooa  autidyaenter, 

Oerasus  vircciniaDa 

^^^H 

Askalabotes  ourrasa. 

Bruoea  (Mao  anguat.)  Cervus  brasHicus 

^^^H 

Aaknlahotee  Iffivia 

Brucia 

ChamomiUa  vulgaris 

^^^H 

Aspnrngns  offioiiiaUs 

Bruuia  eulptalo 

Chetidoniino  majus 

^^H 

^^Ster  puuiceuB 

Bryonia  alba 

CUelone  glabra 

^^^H 

H4eteriaE  rubons 

Bufo  ciuereus 

ChGlonin 

^KsLralagua  voras 

Butb  sahytiensia  j! 

Chenopodiuni  oUdum 

^^H 

^BSLthamanta  aceQaeUn. 

Cactus  graiidiflorus 

Ohcnopodium  aothol. 

^^^H 

^^triplex  olida 

Oadinium 

Chenop.  glauo.  apUis 

^^^H 

Atropa  mftodragora 

CaUiaca 

Cbimapliilla  umbeU. 

^^H 

Atropia.  (Atropine) 

CaJBputi  oleum. 

China.  (Cinobona,) 

^^^H 

AursDtii  cortex 

Caladiuuv  aequinum 

Chiainum  arsenioura 

^^^H 

Auri  ter-oiydum 

Caloarea  acetica 

Chininum  hydro  cyan. 

^^^H 

Aurura  metallicum 

Galcarea  arsenic  a 

Chininum  muriaticuia 

^^^H 

Aurum  fulminans 

Calcarea  oarbouiea 

Chininum  purum 

^^^H 

Auriim  sulphiiratura 

Calcarea  caustica 

Ohininura  phosphorL 

^^^H 

Aurum  niuriaticum 

Oaloarea  iodata 

Chininum  sulphuric. 

^^^H 

Aurum  miir,  natron. 

Caloarea  muriatic  a 

Chioeooca  rauemoaa 

^^^H 

Azadaracli 

Calcarea  osalica 

Chloroformum 

^^^H 

Badiaga 

Calcarea  phosphorica 

OhJoram 

^^^H 

BalloU  lanat. 

Calcarea  sllicata 

Cicuta  viroaa 

^^^H 

Bollia  pereunia 

Calcarea  sulphurica 

Ciohorium  intybus 

^^H 

Balsamum  peruvian. 

Caloaroa  aulpiiurata 

Cimicifuga  raoemoaa 

^^^H 

Balaamadendron  my. 

Calendula  offioiadlia 

Ci  mioifugiii.(Maerotia.) 

^^H 

Baptisia  tinctoria 

CaUba  paluatria 

Cina 

Baptisin 

Calotropia  gigantea 

CinchoninumauJpUu. 

^^H 

Barbua  fluviattliB 

Camelia 

Cinnabaria 

^^^H 

Baroaiua  crenata 

Camphora 

Cinnamomum 

^^^H 

Baryta  aaotioa 

Cancer  aatacoa 

Ciaaampeloa  paieira 

^^^H 

Baryta  oarbouiea 

Oancroiuju  oouU, 

Ciatas  beliaot^^i^B^ 

^^H 

^^B>r}'ta  cBuatioa 

Canohi^^^^^ 

^EgSS^ikiH 

^1 

HHV 

^^ 

Cyclamen  eiiropjEiUfc 

■If^H 

CiZii'             "i 

^noglosaum  offiointf. 

Cynanclium  vinetox 

Clematis  erccta 

Ferrum  ohioratum      Q^^H 

Cleuutia  v'trgiuiatia 

Cypriiiu?  barbus 
Cypripediuiu  pubeac. 

Perritm  iodatum          *^^^| 

Oleonja  grandiflora 

Ferrum  laoticum         l^^l 

CobalWiit  met 

Oypripedin 
Oyticis  sooparias 
HapUne  Indica 

Ferrum  magneticum'"^^^| 

Coccionella  semtemp. 

Ferrum  mufiatieum  "^^^| 

Coccnlns  indieus 

Ferrum  oxyda.  bydr;  'I^^H 

Cog  cuius  paltnahis 

Delphi  nia 

Ferrum  snlphuricutn  '^^^ 

Coccus  pscti 

Delpl.iuua  amazonic. 

Fioaria  rauunc. 

CooUlcai'ia  armoracla 

Delpliiuium  ataplivs, 

Filix  mas  (Polypodi.) 

Oodoine 

Diclannus  albua 

Formica  mfa                 ll^— 

Ooffea  orudft 

liioscofoa  villosa 

Formicum  spiritns    '  '!S^| 

OolDhicuni  ftutumnale 

Dioaoorein 

Fragaria  vosca           'd^^l 

Convalliiria  raaltWor 

DigitullH  lutea 

Fucus  v^aioutoBis       j^^^f 

Oollmsonia  cauaden. 

Disilalia  purpurea  ' 

Allium  anarine         ^^H 

Coilodion  (Cbllodium)  Digit.alino  (alkaloid,) 

Galla.                       J^H 

Coloejiithia 

Digitalin  (resiuoid.) 

Gambogia  (Gum.  gnt.j^^H 

Colocynthrn. 

Pipterii  odoratB 

Gaultberia  proeumb.^^^H 

Coltiiiibo(Cocculiiap 

DoliclioB  prurions 

Oelacminum  aemp.  V^H 

Conium  maonUtaiij- 

Drosora  rotundifolia 

Gelsemtuiii.                ^^^H 

Curaophdia  deot 

Dryobalanops  oamph 

(jenista  scoparia        ^^^M 

Con  volvulus  pfludur. 

Dulcamara  (Sol.  dul.) 

Gentiana  crinita        '^^^| 

Convolx'uius  arveusin 

Dracontium  fcetida 

Qentiana  aoponaria    "^^^1 

Couvnlvulus  duartin. 

Elels  guinieusia 

Geutiuna  cruuiata       ^^^^| 

Convolvulus  scamm. 

Blaps  eornllmas 

Geiitiaua  pueumona.  "^^^f 

CopolTa  officinalis 

Elaferium 

(^eutiaunlutea           ^^^H 

ComptoDin  asplenifo. 

Epigtoa  ropeus 

Q«Dtiana  ocliroleum  l^^^f 

Coptis  trifolia 

Emetine  (from  Ipec.) 

Geraniu                     ^^^| 

Corallium  rubrum 

EreohtBites  hieracif. 

Geranium  maculatui^^^H 

Coraliorliiza  odontor. 

Ergotine 

Geranium  robert.       "^^^ 

Corallina  coraicaaa 

Krigeron  oanadonais 

Qcum.  (Geum  urban.y   ' ' 

Coruus  cirulnata 

Eryugium  aijualioum 

Ginseng  (Panax  qui.) 

Coruu  cervitwo  UBtun: 

Eryugine 

Gillenine 

Corn  US  florida 

Kugenia  jambos 

Glouoinnm  (GloiioiD«1^^ 

OorniD 

Euonyuiiis  atropurp. 

Glandcrino                  ^^^H 

Cornus  gerioea 

Euonymin 

Olyeeriuum                ^^^| 

Corydalla  forniDBa 

Eupatorium  per  folia. 

Gossipium  herbacoav^^H 

Corydalin 

Kupaturin  (rusiuold) 

Oranatnm  cortex        ^^1 

.    Cotyledon 

Eupatorium  ager. 

GnaphaliuOT  potyaep:^^^| 

Eupatoidiu 

Grauatum  lapis           ^^^| 

Creosotum,  (Kreoaote)  Eupatorium  purpur. 

Orapbites                  '^^^| 

Crocus  Bativua  (leva.) 

Eupurpunn 

Gratiola  officinialia    >^^^| 

Crolaliia  eascavella 

Eupatorium  aromati. 

Gryllus  domeatiov8'"^^H 

Crotnlus  horridus 

Euphorbia  oorollata 

Guaco                          '^^H 

Croton  elulria 

EupUorbin 

Guaco   auatralia         ^^^H 

CrotOQ  liglium 

Euphorbinm  offidna. 

Ouaiacum  offioiualis  ''^^1 

Cubela  offldoalia 

Euphrasia  officiuialia 

Gymnocludus  cBnad."^^^| 

Cuprum  mctallionm 

Eupione 

Hamamulia  virgtnii^l^^^H 

Cuprum  acetiaum 

Enonynua  europoaua 

HEcniatoxylon  camp«^^^| 

Cuprum  nmmoniatum 

Pagi  sylvatglaudca 

H  c  d  e  om  a' pu  1  c^  ioi  d  eifl^^H 

Cuprum  arson  1  cum 

Fnroino 

C'ljirum  carbonicam 

Fo!  tauri  {f«l  bovin,) 

HulJaDthemum  oana;^^^| 

Cuprum  sulphurioum 

Ferrum  ameniaB 

geliauthemum  6aty.  t^^M 
fEuliantbuB  annuiis  '  ^^H 

CurcuHtiipQpoaetti. 

Ferrum  motanEoura 

^yBBUgi 

^^_g^ 

IbbhJH 

1         nMIOtFOftttllll  -■-  - 

tHSE^ 

V9P9 

BelleburuB  niger 

Kali  bromatum 

M^rrabiam  vul^'       "^^B 

Helmintliocorion. 

Kali  carbonicum 

Mecnine                            H 

Eelonias  iJiuica 

Kali  forrooyaouret. 

Melissa  officio  alia                  ^^H 

HeloDiQ 

Kali  l>ydriodi(^um 

Melastoma  ackermaai         ^^H 

Hepnr  sulphur,  calc. 

Kali  muriatieuni 

Melia  aiodaracb                  ^^H 

Hepar  sulphur,  kali 

Kali  nitriouui 

Meloe  maialia  ct  proa.          ^^H 

Hepatica  Irilobu 

Kali  sulpburieum 

Mombraai  ovi                      ^H 

HeraoUuia  spUondjl. 

Kaoliu  (Kiwiine) 

Menispe^num  cauad.            ^H 

Hippomiine  iiinaoiuc. 

Kiuu 

Meniapermiu                          ^^H 

Humultxs  lunulas 

Kousao  (CosBoo) 

31eDisperinio  (Cooo.i.)         ^H 

Hura  brusUieus 

Kreosotum  (Creosote) 

Mentha  piperita                    ^^H 

Bjdrangoa  arboresc. 

Krameria  tnundria 

Mentha  viridis                    ^^H 

Hydrastis  caoadcnsia 

Laobesia 

Mcnyantbes  trifolik.          .    ^^H 

HjdrasLia  u)ur. 

Laohaanthea  tinctoria 

Mephitis  putorias                 ^^H 

H^rdrastia  sulph. 

Lactuoarium 

Mercurialis  pereuois          ^^H 

Hydras  tin 

Lactuca  virosa 

Merourius  titus                   ^^^| 

Hy  drop  hob  innm 

Lamium  album 

Mercurius  acetatus               ^^^| 

Hydropijier 

Lauroeeraau. 

Mereurius  dulois                  ^H 

Hyoseytimus  niger 

Ledum  palustre 

Mercurius  iod.  IUtus           ^H 

Hyoscyainiu 

LeoDorus  car  disc  a 

Mercurius  biniodatus           ^^^| 

Hypericum  perforat. 
Hj-popliospbate  lime 

Lcpidium  bonariense 

Mercurius  prcc.  albus           ^^^| 

Loptnndria  virgiaioa' 

Mercurius  prec.  rub.            ^H 

Hypopiiogpii.  poUsh 

Leplandrin 

Mercurius  hyilriodi.             ^^H 

_  Hypophos.  mauganeaa 

Xiiatria  spicata 

Mercurius  cyanutet             ^^H 

Hyptiphospb.  qoiuia 

Ligiiaticum  leviaticum  MerouriiiE  phosphor.            ^^^| 

HypopUosph. 

Ljguatrum  vulgare 

Mercurius  sol.  Habu.           ^H 

Hysaopus  offijinialis 

LiiuaK  ater 

Ichlbjrocolln 

Liriodeadrou  tulipif. 

Mercurius  sulphuric.           ^H 

^Igaatiaumara 

LitbitiD  carbon  i  cam 

Alercurius  uilrosus              ^^^M 

^Ules  opaca 

Lobelia  cardinalis 

Metallum  album                .  ^^H 

^Klllicium  aaisalum 

Lobelia  ccBrulea(L,s.] 

1  Mczoreum                          ,  ^^^| 

^yimpations  jiullida 

Lobelia  inflata 

Millefolium                           ^H 

Tndigofura  tlueturia 

Lobelia  piaifolia 

Mitcbella  repemi                  ^^H 

loJium 

lAibelin 

Mimosa  humilis                    ^H 

Ipeoaouanba 

Lomoiuum  (bubuinum] 

<  M.dybdaiuum                       ^H 

W.     Iridium 

Lolium  temulenlum 

MoDotropa  uoiflora             ,  ^^^| 

^i.  versicolor 

Lopuius 

Monurda  punctat&             .  ^^^| 

^EisinClridii.) 

Lupolioe 

Morphium  puj'um'             ,  ^^^| 

^Bacaraiida  carobft 

Lycopodium  clavatu. 

Morpbinm  nceticum         ,  ^^^| 

»alapa 

,  Lycopua  europteus 

Hoschns                             ^^H 

■     Jalapio 

Lycopua  virgintous 

Mures  pnrparea               ..^^H 

Jatropba  curoas  , 

MacrotyB  (Cimioifiiga.)  JMururo  leite                         ^^H 

Jefferaotiia  diphyl. 

Macroiin  (CimiclfugiQ)  Mygale  avimiliiria               ^^H 

Juglana  tinerea 

Magnesia  oarboniea 

Myrica  cerifera                    ^^^H 

JuglauB  regin 

Magnesia  ealeuuita  ^ 

^^^H 

Jaglandin 

Magnesia  murlatica' 

Myristioa  sebifera                ^^^| 

Jaucu9  efFusua 

Magnesia  suiphurica 

MyrtuB  communis                ^^H 
Myrtus  pimcnta                  ^^^| 

JuQcus  pilosua 

MaguoUa  giauca 

Junlperus  ooinOiuDis 

Majorana 

Naja  tripudians                    ^^^| 

KndiuiuiQ  met 

Ma-lii  ajlvestris 

Narcoti,uc                              ^^M 

Kalmia  latifotia 

Mancinella 

Nasturt,  nquat.                   -  ^^^H 

Kali  biohromicum 

Manganum  metallic. 

Nntrum  carbonicum            ^^^| 

Kiili  iraiiaticum 

Manganum  aoetioum 

Nutrum  oausticum              ^^H 

J  Stli  ciromioum 

Mkagaaain  catboaio. 

Nutrum  mtu^atuil^^^^^^^H 

Jffttrnm  nitrionm  Finns  paluatm. 

NatrniH  Bultiliurieum  Piperin 

Natrniu  Bulpliuratum  Pluutugu  major 

Nitri  spiritiia  dulcis  Platina  inetnilicum 

Niccolum  Gurbonicum  Platiua  murialicu 

Nicoolum  Diet.  Potlioa  foatitla 

NiccoluiB  Bulphuriou,  Plumbago  lUboraliB 

Nitrutu  Plumbiiui  melailioui 

Nitrate  of  iiraiiium  Plumbum  oxid.  rubr 

Nupbar  lutea  Piuiiibum  aeetiaum 

Nmmoachnta  Plumbum  carbouicu, 

NuK  Toniicti  Polemonium  reptana 

Nuols  voroic.  cortai  PodopJiyllum  pcltat. 

Nympbaa  odorota  Podophyllin 

Ocimuni  canuin{d.o.)  Polygoaum  fagopjr. 

Oouli  cancrorum  Polygonum  bydriipi, 

CEnantho  orotatu  Poljtiioliunijuiiiper. 

Oleauder  (Neri,  ola.)  Popuhs  tremuloides 

OUum  aniqiBle  sethc.  Populus  baUomifera 


Bliadod  eaittA .« 
Khus  glabrum 
Ithusin 
Bbas  Tadicatia 
Rhu> 


Ob 

Oleij 

Onis 

Onoi 

Opbi 

Opiu 

Opopanas 


i  spmoaa 
:y!oii 


Oco 


iclb 


Orobanche  virg. 
Osmium 
OiiaeDim 
Paduf 


Paot 


nialia 


Palladium 

Panacea  (azou.  do3  p.) 

Panduiatin 

paraffin 

Paris  quadrifoliu 

Paulliiiia  SQrbtlis 

Paullinia  pinnate 

Pavia  obioensia 

Petiveria  tctacdra 

Petrolei 


Rhus  t«xicodendi 
SbuH  venenata 
Kobinia  pseudo  acoo. 
Rosa  centifolia 
Kosmarinas  officinal. 
Kubiuus  lapia 
Itudbeckin  birtji 
Rudbeckiii  luciaUU 
Kumex  oriapua 
Kumiciii 
Bumei  acotoaa 
Rumes  p  alien  lia. 
Kuta  graveolena 
Sabaditia 
Salix  alba 
Salimu 

Sabina  (Juniper, 
Saoobarum  lactis 
Sac  char  urn  officinnid 
SalBrnus  alba 
Salvia  offioiualts 
Sambucua  uigra  cort. 
Sambuui  tinctura 
Sail  gala  draco  ni 
Sanguitiuria  canado^ 
Sanquinnriua  sutphi| 
Sanquinaritt  J 

SantaluDi  citrinum  j 
San  too  in  0 
Sapo  lioraosticua 
Suponaria  ofiioiualiu 
itbea  aorpeatarlaSaruiua:  ventcioull  \ 
(picrajna  ex.)    Sarraccriia  purpuis^ 


Prunus  padua 

Potentilla  tornientill, 

Pronu.  .pi.o.. 

Prunus  amaricana 

Prunus  virgin  inn  a 

Pruuiu 

Funica  grauatuiu 

Priuos  vertieillatus 

Pulsatilla  iixgricans. 

Pulsatilla  Nuttallian: 

Ptelea  trifoUata 

PtoSein 

Pyretbrum  pattbeni. 

Pyrus  uialus 

Pyrola  rotuudifolia 

Pi 

Q, 


Sarsupurilla 
asJras  (Lan 


Petroaelin 
Phallus  ir 
PheUandr 
Pbospbon 
Pbysalis  i 

'  OPIlJttolBD 


ini  sativai 
pudic 
um  aquati. 

dec  and  ra 


Phytolaccin 
Pbytnlacca  oclandra 

Picharira 
Picrotosin 
Fimpirjulla  anisuoi 
Piuipinella  aaxifraga 


Qoercua  infactoria 

Qncrcus  robur,  cort.  Baaaat'riis  (Lan.  aasai^ 

Quercua  alba  Soabio^n  a 

Quiniai  Scropbularia  nodosa 

Quiniffl  sulphate  Sorophuliiria 

Ranunculus  flammula  Scutellaria  laCorilblia 

Ranunculus  norla  Sonteliarin 

Ranunculus  bulbosua  Secale  ciirnutum 

lianunculai)  scelerat.  Sedinba  pei^tur. 

Raphanos  Kstiviis  iirg  Scdnm  ouro 

Ratfinliift  (Krnm.  tri.)  .Selenium 

Rcsinft  itu  Solinuui  palustra 

Khaitiims  oatlmrticus  Sew'pervirum  tcotor] 


Rliainnus  £rangala. 

Hbaum 

Rhodankal 


Seaecio  gracilis. 

ScDBcionino 
Senecio  onrous 


^g 


^^H 

^^^^^^^T^^^^^H 

^BTSvnnK  (Cas.se.  s.  a.} 

SulphdT 

[Jva^ia  triloba                 ^^H 

^^m  Sopiw  mcciis 

Sulpliuris  tinctars 

Voocinium  frondosum    ^^^H 

■  Serican. 

Siilplmr  aloooiisatuiQ 

Valeriana  ufficinaUs        ^^H 

^M  SarpeTitftria(Ari8tU.e 

)  .^uiiibul 

Vanilla  aromaticiL            ^^1 

^^K  Serfi^liuni. 

Sycotiunm 

Veratram  album                 ^^H 

^V  86aiiniiiiii  indiuum 

Sviiipliytum  offioinai. 

Veratriim  vitide                ^H 

^H  Silpliiam  liuiiiiiaturo 

■rSbacnm 

Veratria.  (Veratrtne)       ^^H 

H  BHicen 

Tanaeetum  vulgare 

Yerbascum  thapaus          ^^^H 

^V    ^imitruba  officinalis 

Tflrajneum(Lenn.  ta; 

1  Verbeuii  officinalis            ^^^H 

^B  Sinnpis  nigra 

Tartarus  emeticus 

Yerbenin                         ^^^H 

^B  SmaragdnH 

TaruH  bnccata 

Yerbcna  urticifolis          ^^^H 

^^1  Suiiks  officinalia 

Tdft  aranete 

Yernonia  fasoioulata         ^^^| 

^^P  Solaoum  xgr 

Tetlurium 

Yeronica  offioiDslia          ^^H 

^H  Bolaimih  arrebcnta 

TerobiDthiniB 

Yibnmin                         ^^H 

^V   Solanum  lyoopersioii. 

Teucriiim  marum  Ter. 

.    Yiburnnra  opuluB             ^H 

^B    Solunnin  mammosuiu 

Tlieasinemia 

Yibamum  pruuifbli.       ^^^H 

^P    Solannin  019 rum 

Tlieina 

Yinaa                                 ^H 

■       Soknum  oleraceuffl 

Theridion  currassavi. 

Viola  odurota                    ^^H 

Solonuin  luberosum 

ThridacB 

Yiola  tricolor  (Jac^a)      ^^H 

Sophora  jflpon 

Thuya  occidentaJis 

Yipera  torva                       ^^^| 

.     Solidago  odora 

Thymus  serpjUum 

Vipm  rcdi                      ^^H 

■*'  Spartium  Sflopantim 

Titanium 

Viacutu  album                  ^^^H 

fc    Spigdia 

TiHa  eiiropsEa 

Yitrum  antimon             ^^^| 

^^"BpiggnrnB  martini 

Toogo                                                                         ^^^ 

Yulpus                              ^^1 

^^1  SpoDgia  tosta 

Tradcscentia  diureticB  Yulpus  hepar                   ^^^B 

^^P  SquiUn  niaritima 

Trillium  pondulttm 

Xanthoxylura  fraxin.      ^^^1 

^^■•Stannnni  mcCallicum 

Triilin 

Xantboxylin                      ^^H 

^B  Staphyssgria 

Tiifciliam  prateitse 

Xipbusura  amcricana      ^^^H 

^^V  fiternilia  aonminata 

Trioiiteum  pcrfoliatnm  Zincnm  tcctallicum         ^^^H 

^H  8tiota  pulmonariu 

TuBsilugo  petasites 

Zincum  aoeticum             ^^^H 

^B  Stillbgiasvlvaiicu 

Tussilngo  farfara 
Tjpba  falifoHa 

ZinGum  cflrbonicum.        ^^^| 

V  StiUingin 
1           Straraonliun 

Zincum  cblori^om           ^^1 

Ulmua  campestris^ 

Zincuni  hydrucyanio-      ^^^H 

StroBtiana  cartoniea 

Uranium 

Zincnm  oxydBtnm            ^^H 

Strontiaua  canstica 

Urtica  dioioa 

Zincum  sulpburiouqi        ^^^H 

Strjfibninum 

Urtiea  piimila 

Zinci  valcriacaa                ^^^H 

Stryclmimim  nitricn. 

Urtiaa  urena 

^H 

Stryclininum  sulphu. 

Uva  ur.i 

■ 

A-^srA-TOi-anc^A-L  i»x-j&.arijs_                             ' 

BoniKtr  »  JMotb',  10  in  scl- 

^ t»  M 

Lw^l'E.  0  is  set,  lilt  Ji^ii^lnd 

tal^ftifilily'ciJmoar'limlTObV, 

- M  ^^^^A 

WouitnafdAmiii?.  Di»rait,Hiidi.  ^^^| 

^RtHE:  TUERAPErTKS  OF  RETROTEBSHtN  MD  RETROFLGII01^^| 

m_                The     Uterus;                ^| 

^^L 

Bi,  EDWiW  U.  BALE.  U.  1 

^^^1 

^^B                     '■'•WITH    PLATES.      PRICE   TIirRTY     CElTtS.                           ^^^| 

^^^^jg 

^^^*jStt 

i^mm^ 

FOR  ISIW-EIILtReED    ADD  INPBfttEB-»i.(IO,       ■ 

THE  AMERlCArHOM(EOPATUI(r  OBSERVE 

A  MONTHLY   JOUIlNAr,. 
I  DXVOTED  TO  THE  INTERESTS  OF   HOMfEOI'ATHICiFHYSlCUMH 

EDWIN  A.  LODGE,  M.  D.,  Editor. 
AIDED    'BY      SEVENTV      CONTRIBUTORS, 

f  1864 — f^TSt     Vohcnte,    of  193  pages $1 1 

1865 — Second  Volume^  of  4^0  pages i'f^ 

1866— Nav  {3d)    "        of  57^  poffe^ ,...,. 

Two  doHarg  in  advance,  or  ^S  at  end  of  year. 

ThSErtrBordinBjy  BBciMm  which  hiwatttnaeJ  UiBpBhlicndnii  of  IJioXitKaitiii  HoiroOr 

b  princhialtr  (a  be  tttrll^iitHl  to  the  vKlmihIo  corps  of  ConMlHi<anll)iBiHouii?d.  vtaiob  hun  cuahlnd  UiaSdl- 
I    kiineiTiuBtbtapistRitnaltwotnliKUidliiteMgtluAI.Ll'RM^TITIONfiSB  OF  nOMOEnPATllT. 
The  an^MB  of  quite  a  anmW  of  eUior  ucBUent  iniLcra  hiiva  bnm  cngsjod,  Slid  it  will  be  thu  itim  or^lJM 
I  VBbUihsr  to  £irB  to  tho  proltoHian 

THE    LAEGEST,   CHEAPEST    AND    BEST 

Uedical  Ji^tnihie  putUihed  in  the  United  Blstsa. 

The  A.  H.  Ohketbi  vill  oontiDueto  notinon'IutEveriapnBsiBglnllioiiiGdlcnl  corMthat  niHTDgMBrM 
I  tM  *0Tlh7  of  ohamTatiQD,  und  KuthtUfl;  rmwrd  new  ptoTinniuid  improved  moSm  of  tiaalinent.  PJeqted  to 
'  themppoii  of  noMrtiMiinr  Coltccc  iir  iii<rty,  iia  jsfnB  wioha bpitii  10  all  who  nan  pi^nl  vlem  otloillucd  is 
k  Kdvanco  "IF--  ii^r'-^'i'-'^it  -IT-"  i-.f  h.^dijini  Ai-il.^^ak  whioli  ef inCH  0  I'uptiniu  or  hjpur-critical  Kpirit,  will  beeioln- 
[f  dk,nit:>T'  '        -  '  II  "rwho  maybe  Uiewtiteritiutnoarllclevill  be  melted  Bimplj 

^tieuufi.'  ■-■  Editor.    Tho  utmdM  B^eiosi  of  diuuaaon  vUl  he  Bllanj 

FthMii  ("I  ivLtiort.    Artioiea  CitFTiUtniDg  infDnnBtian  whicb  oan  aid  tb« 

W'  phjraltiii  I.  ..Uy  wiTlten,  will  always  be  pronirred  to  pupen  o(s  Uglier  Ut* 

At  Dili, I,  , — 1 ^  . .  —  —  .  .--11.  "■■■I-  p.-d-in.ii"-i,  -■■-  r.irr,nha  fbllnviagiudiLcniieati.lU' 

CLUBBiya    Wlr}l   "-rii:  r    ^<<i:\ZINES, 
Commencing m  rich   ■  ..' rahmt 

TheObBpryoriina  North  Aia.tricvinJoumril,  ii,.  fj  St 

Tha  Olmn-ret  and  Amhican  Monthly  Jloni»'i'!     m    i.   '  ..    ....  n  .i  ii.niannJBJiHonlhiT,  IBUe..  4  H 

ThdOlHurToriiodlBriUshjMoiilhly  Hiimoiiiin' ,    I,  ,.i..,i... „ ,..— ^  «  » 

I  TbeOboervurund  flritiih  llomoicijttUiio  Jomnul,  (Uunrtctij-,)  min.„ , 8  »■ 

I  OitheObKCTeratll.lrO.«iieii  tii3(Cn  with  Home  ether  iniuiiidiia  anj  narniDnt  tbr  both,  niadatn  ainSteta 
[   pnblinher  al  Obseivor. 

I         Tkni  eap'""/ Ou  "  Obicnier  "  JItr  ti,  or  In  optimt  tit,  I""' i"inf  dlffia-tjU  s^irrHtr,  if  i€iirtt. 
I        Biuk  numtien  or  volumes  BUppllud  at  the  A.  R.  OnaiutvEX  or  the  alJuu-niBKaiiiies. 

I  'Address  B.  A,  LODGE,  M.D., 

I  166  Woodward  Avenun,  Detroit,  Micidgati. 

I         •,•  Simple  Bambera  scut  on  atjplieaiion- 

t^rl^"  Arneriran  Hamanpiilhh  OlKTrnriB  the  odIv  KUiIU'bI  Ugiiitriiin  now  luliliahiul  in  UicMSB* 
HarinaiHUCn  LAKOBa  CIRCULATION  TEAWTfHr  (tTUKS^IiOMffiOPATlJIC  rBfilODULL 
puhlfshHi  in  the  Oniti^a  Statci,  \l  nffntdi  Iho  beat  udti^dng'  nuialuni,  ;ct  «\'  ihiirgu  Irxs  lor  ndveituint 
tbaji  ionrnalewilhonly  hall  the  drcUluJioo. 
ADTERTI3INQ.— Pbr  MonTni  Pa(rc,|ISi  haUnn»i>*Ji  fluirler  jmit^  « i  iB»-meh*)i  |ia|ia,j|l#,MI 
ditcijntli.ti;  wilha diuoHtit  af  S(  pcriwut.  hy  Uia  fmr,  nnJn  )ir4pDninatvdte«iiiDtltliL''i|But,p«iBiidHi| 

HO]tt<EOPATH\.  ^m 

WHAT   ARE    ITS    CLAIMS    OJV   PVBLIO    CONFIDENCEJ 

BY  JOSEPH  HOOrea,  M,  D.  1 

I  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  popular  tractates  istued  at  this  office. 

I  Price  6  cents,  si-ngU}  or  ,04-  /"''■  K"-^  copies.  _      I 

i         500  coping  will  be  supplied  to  any  Physician,  with  his  awn  car^^^|a 

Utle-page,  for  $15  {only  S  cents  mah).     This  i»  an  ^mexoeptwnahtvfi^^m 

of  adoerti»i'iMi,  ttvtd  wilTJpn-H  repay  tM  invedmtfit,  in  anji  a^mtum^^^^^ 


lupDrior  EbsI  nr  W 

■aiulirit;  ml  cliiiiate  oc  cxcpllence  af  Medical 
■uoerinlciHlenee. 

lu  halb-iirrBngrrurnli,  Rudelory,  elpctro- 
thermiil  and  othefg,  are  uHBUrpaased,  The 
cliniate  is  not  only  frre  fmiii  nguB.  Iiut,  with 
iU  amnRien  caolei  than  ihose  u(  St.  PauJ,  i> 
mora  invigorating  llian  thai  of  New  Englancl, 

Not  bsi  any  ealftblislunenl  a  mate  ci>m|ielenl 
phjrieian  thin  Prof.  11,  P.  Oitl-hk;- 
charge  of  the  Kcnoiha  Curs.  Hn  has 
timate  acquaiiiiauce  with  all  fonns  of  chronic 
diaoaae,  and  has  been  jiarlicularty  succCHHful 
in  treating  those  oflhe  fimiatB  eyBtem. 

E.  Pbnmoyeli,  Pru|itietor. 

Kenosha,  Wise,  1865. 

AMERICAN 

Express  Co^mpssy. 

tCapitol  $2,000,000. 


Moaeya,  Valuables,  T^reigbt  &  Faired, 

IToal]  pane  or  Ih. 
T^XmiTED  STATES   AND  CANADA. 
;,GKNERAI.      COLIiEOTISCJ     AOKKTS.: 

Agenis  for  WELLS,  FARGO  k  GO'S  Cal- 
ifornia E^rees  a.nd  flanking  Cnmpsny. 
LIVINGSTON,  FARGO  &  CO, 
a  Propr-elora. 

CiiAs.  Finnn,  Sup't  Michigan  Division. 

UtdUd  States  -Express.! 


JtEWJTORK,   OHIO. 
■NOIS  » 

£And  Fitona  to 

WlBCOBslD,  muanri,  lom  I 
IHeliIulka.1 


SCOTCH    STOBX. 

CAMFB£LL,'.IiINir  &  ( 


DEY  GOODS 


.]VI  i  1 1  i  n  e  ] 


l_C,  J,  PBTTV,  >jiinl,  Ueimii,  Mien. 
UENItV  liJP.  (ienerel  Sii|Wiiicrifl<-iii.  BiilTalii. 

BIBBLE  HiC^%JS£,l 

RUETftOIT. 

BAt-GtiSTl-'S    B.  TA8GR,  I'ROPIIIETOH. 

I,  [Tiiis  firsl-class  hotel  is  on  the  cornpr  o 
Rain'olph Street  anJJelTereoa  Avenue,  Deiruit 
Willi  its  genliemanlj  bott,  coinplelo  ajipoint- 


Woadnar)l'|&.rei>u(3>ndSCfniS>Ma   M. 


DETROIT.  MIClTiaajf. 


,  N.  B,— Ko  acpond  pi'rne.^ 


8.    W  .    SMITH, 

'Ol  oaks     and    M!  a  n  t  i  1 1  asj 

_  .   GtjyTSs,  .CLO^mos,  MArrriLLA  SILKS,  CLOAK  Tiuiixnvos^  ^J\ 

W^Ti        I    .  '  '    '  166    jKFf BRSOM    A»«MU»,    DetHOIT,    MlCHlfiAIf, 

WELCH  &  GRIFFITHS, 

LfiAW  MANUFAGTURERS  AND  AGENTS  FOR  VVM    JESSOP  &  SOH'8  BE! 
ENGLISH   CAST.STREL.    '  -     -- 

4a  WoDdbrldKo-Klrrrt,  Bml.  Delrolt. 


JOHN    PATTON, 

Carriage     Factory, 

Coriier  Brnsh  aud  Woodbrfdge  Sl'8,  Detroit,  Mich. 


J.    A.    BABBTS' 

91  Woodward  Ave.,  Corner  Grond    RiTer-St.,   Detroit,   9Uch.ij 


RiTer-SI.,   Detroit, 

-  In  UltEAll,  CAK£S,  C&A0KBR3,  fto. 


J.  H.  WORCESTER'S 

Inclusive      3?aint     HoTas< 


^»*'-.  DETROIT,    MIOBIGAN. 

^^^  HEALER.     IN 

^K        ZINCS— J.  H.  W.  Purr,  Snow  White.  E^tcsUior,  Penii.  fie  LBhigll. 

^r       LEADS— J.  H.  W.  Pure,  Hamilton,  OonliBoilsl,  Qaeen  Clly. 

PAINTSJOILS.COLORS.PUTTY.GLASS.VAUNISIIES,  JAPANS,4e. 
AlM»  Urgo  BWckjof  FRENCH  anil  AMERICAN  WISUOW  GLASS,  Plata  and  EnamBloJ. 

Store,  U  Conffress-St,,  East,  Three  Boars  from  Woodward  Are.,  Detroit. 

FHA:nrKr.i]v    house. 

STRICTLY  TEMPEllANCE 

WINN    &    EMERY,         -         -         Proprietors. 

Comer    oT    Bates   and  lAmed    Streets,  Detroit. 

LBVi   WIKN,  *-H.  BMBRTJ 


foltUDber,  steam  aod  Gas  Fitter,  Chandeliers,  Brackets  aod  Penda^ 
Batbs,  nydmuts,  Pnmps,  &c. 

TSo.  XOa  Batea-St.,    Detroit,  SlicMgaa. 


I  TIN.  COPPER  and  SHEET-IRON  WARE;  Dealer  in  STOVES,  HARDWARE,  ic 
138  Comer  of  St.  Antoine  and  Fort  Streets,  Detroit,  Kidugan. 
Job  Work,  Spouting,  Tin  Roofing  and  repoiiing  don 


..•■.I  I 


TO  iGEITS  I  CANVASSE] 


PRATT'S  CHIBIMiBirBIC  FORTRltT  OF  WlSBIKCTOlJ 

IN  THE  UECLAitATION  OF   INDEPENDENCE. 
AND 

LIDCOLN  ra  TUi:  FROCLAIUTIOS  OF  EilUSCIPlTIOR.  I 


[o. 


t'E.lGl!T  SECnitED,] 


I   Positively  without  camprtiiion  .' 

^Tothing  like  them  epfr  bf/ore  offered  to  the  public .' 

UmqUE,  BEAUTIFUL  and  UNRIVA. 

Sold  by  Canvass  aii4  SHbserlptioii  only. 

,  I  andeanfiol  be  had  except  tlerotigh  this  Agency. 

Will  sell  to  almost  every  family. 

The  most  liberal  terms  to  caM^ 

^LADIES  IN  THEiR  FIRST  CANVASS  HAVE  MADE  »20  PER  I 

'''Wi*'eirMlnrB  ttai  Price  Oatalogne  enolose  two  raJ  dimtps. 
All  inqoirieE  answered  by  return  innil. 

Address : 
NATloaii  AGENCY,  70  Grlswold-St.,  Detroit,  BUdir^ 


I 


& 


BOOKS  MB  WEATimmi, 


VDUId  invite  your  attention  to  the  larg  est  atid    mnst  complete  asBortmeat  j 
BOOKS  and  STATIONERY  ever  offered  in  tVia  State. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS,  WRITING  BOOKS  &  SCHOOL  STATION 
•f  alt  kinds  Used  in  City  and  Ouuntry  Schools. 

prepared  to  furnish  Township  and  School  Libraries,  Family  Libra 


^ai 


In 

mday-School  Libraries,  andBookg  of  all  kinds  at  Publishers'  Prii 
Oot.,  Nov.,  Dec.  T.  K.  ADAMS.  90  Woodward  Avenue. 


jr.    S.     CONKLIS^, 

Watcbes,  Jewelry,  Silrcr  and  Plated  Ware,  Diamonds,  Fancjr  Goods,  Etc. 

W  Walch  BDil  Jowclrj  repairmg  doiip  in  the  moaf  workoiiiilifce  mann 

Comer  Woodward  Ave.  and  Lamed-St.,  Detroit,  Slich. 
JOHN      BI.OTNE, 


Crockery,  China,  and  4ilass-Ware.  of   All  Descriptions. 

Corner  of  Fort  and  St-  Antoina  Streets,  Detroit,  Mich. 

DETROIT     CHEMICAL    .WOUKS, 

VLATORIKG  ESTRAfTS,  HUH  OILS,  COLOGNES,  GSTBACTS  of  FLOWEBS 


I 


/.iipiid  tlhduff,  Prfipir  t 


.ST. 


,cf  Sartaparil 


Offioa  No.  108  rort-Btre.:t  EMt,  Detroit. 

\\    E.  BAftTBOLOMEW,  Propiiui- 


GrT*ocers,    _A.ttentioii ! 

1  nORRISON,  77  Monroe  Arrnne,  Dealer  ia  Buttcx,  Eggs,  Produoe, 


^^xsTmntft"  p^1o.^ 


pply  o£  ptinie  arLicleB,  nnr]  wiJI   iteliw 


i 


DETROIT 


lotliui  Hall! 


'ew  Stock  Just  Received  I 


fientlexnes's  Ciotlting, 

AND 

^^  JFnmishing^   Goods, 

^B|GOOD  QUALITIES  AND  LflW   PRICES, 

^B      OJV£    PRICE    STORE, 
^^1  106  Woodward  Avenue, 

^^M  moore:  ^  PARK- 

^J.H.WHITTEMORE 

Dealer  in  Slusic   and  General  Agent 


Francis  Qayi 


WHOLESALE  AND  HETAH.! 


mimi 


I 


.BcnAlnuT'it 'Weber  &  Vase'i  Ofleln«tcd 

I*  iano  s , 

American  Organs  and  Helodeona. 


CARD  PHOTOGRAPHS! 
ABBABAM  LINCOLH 


i  ce;kts  isacu. 


I«r(<-tfc*d  PliolDsnpha, ; 

Fanc^  Card  PhotOKrapliB,  10  Oente. 


B.  A.  LODOB, 


KEmtTT    "^TEBBS,, 


FURNITURE, 


STA-TI03 

[DEPOSITOEl 
or 

Amer.    Bible  Soc^ 

I  The  PuliliMilon.  of  AmcrieiinlS.  S.  ITnloat  V 
ril,  (Old!  xi 
r.  V.  ami  Bi 
IglousPuWI 

Foy  Sale  at  Eastern  Pri 

Sohool  nnd  Miacdlaneous  B(K 
Black  Books, 

Papar.EiiTelopog, 

Staple  add  Fauoy[^3taUi 
&c.,  &c. 

130    Jefi^rHonl  Avenue, 


Blank  Books  made  to  i 


Ail  Orders  wUl  recme  p 


the  I'rcss  In  regard  i 
nikroscupe. 


Editor  of  Iho  New-York 'TVilBiie  of  Mardi  28tli,  ItW2.  Bays:  "Mr 
HsQ/y  Cruift  lias  Ehoivu  us  b  little  microecope  of  great  power,  which  !»  r' 
(impla  that  a  child  tnay  use  it.  Tho  fund  of  amuseiiicut  una  iiismiciion 
afforded  by  autll  nn  iiislriiment  is  inimitable,  whilo  Ihe  price  at  wbich  H  is 
furnlshail  pUicea  it  n^lihiii  tlie  renoh  of  all.  For  lie  use  of  School*  aoti  Sero 
■  iuaries  wo  slionid  llilnk  it  VYonld  answer  all  the  porposes  of  tbo  more  cos tlj 
DiplBi  eompDUnil  innlnimeiits." 


Tho  Kocheatcr  Dtmotnl  suyii:   "It  i»  n  voluiiblo  lltllp 
[fcemity  and  valiiB  of  which  will  wininomi  it  to  tbt  ntv.-.— 
'inee.    It  is  a  niicroucuptiof  jiow  eouBtiuttiou,  bo  sii' 
o  cheaji  Id  piieo,  na  tu  desotii)  ft  pluM  in  every  i 
le  ubilJren.      'TLo  Cfuig  MlCtOH'oifo,'  B£  i'    ■ 


|«f  Uciu; 


Tnr.  CRdlC  Slu-nosrorp,  —A  roctnt  invMitJon  ha*  bo  simplified  tmd 
■^httApeiii'd  ilia  nuqroscope,  ihot  (bat  woii(ler-]i(w]ii«iiig  Jnitrument  is  niada  a 
•  Bolentific  toy  far  the  HBO, ot  cliililtBii,  a*  woUuBibtiiigiiia' it  wilbiri  tiiH  rwicliof 
Bjflvety  phyBician  uuJ  aciautifii;  mau  buiI  student." — Uvrkaitr  Dally  Expros. 

,      ,  B  If  yont  boyn  nrnl  etcU  will 

*olb(i  lull  of  cuiicisity,'    Plosrfufrs,  wcsit^,  upoa  llio  mun  who  liasrinipliHBd 


.una  altcadloK  oui'  cumiiKiii  BoI>a»bt  would  fiuil  it  ant  oiily  pro6l- 
Jiibli',  l>iii  amiiuing.  if  tlipy  would  rarvy  It  wltli  theiu  on  tittir  Utile  plcaatue 
■Bxciintlonn.  anQ  (u  tliiiju}'  lh(7  dciivn  Utim  the  vitilile  wurld  would  be  added 
Bi  iHittlon  frDmBonic  of  tho  'invisible  l^iutra  of  God.'" — Ohiu  fanner. 

■  '.  voiiita  iif  ihs  day  is  ihe 


This  Mickohcoi-F.  reTeals  , 
"  C until vunca  liilricalp.  o-ipressed  with  easei 
TVIicra  ilJiasaisled  night  no  beaiitv  Been: 
Tlie  shapely  iiriib  aud  lubricated  joint 
Within  Ihe  small  dlmensioiiE  of  a  point, 

Hia  oiighty  work  who  speaks  nni!  it  ia  done." 


"  Tlw  micros(;ope  lolls  ni£'  tlint  iu  the  leaTes  of  evuj  foreit,  a,bi  in  tha 
B|loircr>  (if  every  Burdim,  and  ia  tbo  WttlWB  of  every  rivulet,  there  ari)  worlds 
■laanllDf  wilb  tllo,  ^nd  liiimbcrlius  as  are  Ibo  glories  of  tha  fKinanient."— 

There  la  now  no  roaaou  why  this  inslrnmenl  sLould  be  monopoiiicd  by 
MientMc  men,  for  it»  reasunablo  prii-o  bringa  it  wiiliin  the  roach  of  all. 


% 


tifie  men,  stiidenls  nnd 
besullfal  thingfs  of  nature 
of  the  inqainiig  misd      ' 


THE  CBAIO  MOKOSCOP 

The  llieroscopn  eimplifipd,  anil  aiVptcd  ta  p 
a«  well  ua  scientiGa  use.  A  now  optical  v" 
Tatenled'  Feb.  18,  1863.  This  is  the  <i?i|y  im. 
of  high  poWBi  tvhich  reqaires  no  iucal  a^ojf 
and  Inerefora  can  bo  readily  used  by  erery  om 
by  children-  Coating  oulj  Two  DuIIOE-a,  it  is  W 
tQB  reach  of  all  in  the  community,  and  should  li 
tho  (able  of  every  family 

This  beantifal  and  ornamental  iBHtruii 
the  Hood,  pii«,  Anii  milk  plobiileK,  and   - 1- 
as  well  is  tbe  animalcnlie  of  atapnant  wnt 
Tisible  i   (bowB   the  tnbalar  structure   i  > 
eircniation  of  the  blood  in  tbe  web  of  n 
and  opens  np  tha  minntiiE  ef  craition  ic  i 
the  astenished  beholder,  "where  tbe  unaasLiiipJ  f 
uO  beauty  sees."     It  fnmisheK  du  endless  sonre 
home  amusement  and  inslmctioa  to  every  tmo,  e. 
cially  to  (be  yonng. 

As  n  Gift  or  Present  to  a  fHand  or  child,  U  ^=  un 
paasedi  being  elegant,  ins  tmctlTe,  ainlisiiiL:   . 

There  is  no  other  Lons  maSo  like  thi^. 
Kes  about  100  diameters  or  10,000  tinn-^, 
to  its  simplicity,  it  is  invaluable  for  physii... 
SBhooIs;  and  for  uveiy  eoe  who   is   a  Iovlh 
Tot  it  ojjeos  up  an  nnsoon  kingdom  Iv  tlu 
9  amnsiug',  iDatrnclive  aed  usefal 


iiBEOiioHS  101  vtsme  the  oeais  mososooPE 


ye  of  *  allnllDg^uB«dlo  iiF  small  allclti 
SDlrn— Urn  BsuiIJar  Ihs  itnip  tbe  bailee 
isu  flabht  BbtHild  ho  large];  dfLiled.ii' 
nfleniasof  iliolg 

Id  body  or  tlia  Inn 


ii  wHWr,  bloDQ,  milk  or  yua,  [ifi  a  inuill  drap  el 
id  place  it  on  Oio  iinflBr  tMo  uf  ll,s  lam,  rigblm 
If  jou  niih  to  lea  tb«  gloliuloe  of  blond,  p 
TTBter,    Aftei-plnciaet^otlaldlobeexaui 
ihe  top  Df  ihe  iuBtmmcDi,  mill  t!iEB  iluid  Ik 
dlceotl;  fuM  tbe  11  jbl,  sail  turn  tbe  mlrrur  uclU  Ibo  JlEKt  it  n 
lUsnl  an  tbe  laiui,  when  the  objcclii  conlalned  In  Ilie  fluid  nl 
ii:!natroaiaiit  Id  Ibe  right  erlefl  b 


!.,plflc, 


■phlen 


cbvnbiUos  la  tbe  trab  ol 

with  OlB  Onild  aarfuce  ■ 

Dumt,  or  etM  stBbply  hAlil 

OIiJMti  eui  bo  lud,  a 


iniall  sllii  cl  kIbi'  imdur  Ibi 
at  requited.  If  you  wl«b  ti 
ider  earface  of  Ibe  teni)  dlie 


Tills  MicTMuopo  will  be  sout  by  mail,  poslago  pnld.  on  tho  reeeipl  ©I 
Dollars  nnd  S!;vu^ty.fivB  cents ;  or,  foe  Three  DoUars  the  Microsuopo  m 
niounte4  ol^ocU  will  be  «ent.  posta^  paid.    A  box  containing  o 
diffident  tnonnied  objects  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postage  paid,  on  the  i 
One  Dollar'  itnd  e-half.    Address  '         DR.  LODOSL.  ' 


THE 


ilmeniaiimaii  Monthly, 


Etiwl  published  1>;  iho  Faculty  of  tha  HnmOMipathic  Moilicul  Collage  of  PenatyHtaa*    ■ 

'   leii  August,  laes. 


«  HoniceopnthiB  Periodical  mny  b> 


To  disBeminaio,  loaJtocate,  anJ  to  dEfeniJ,  in  Ihoir  simplicity  aiii!  jiiiiity,  the  great 
opaibio  princi|ilca  a!  the  Law  ot  the  SimilaiB,  iho  Single  Itcmejy,  and  tha  Dyoamiied 


1^' 

|rth. 


■leTolopraent  sn<l  tiaprovement  of  the  Materia  McUica.  I'y  the  pabricallon  of  Pror- 
recording  ttie  resalla  of  olinlcal  eiperience  with  single  remedteE,  in  easea  iUai-  ' 
IhB  H6nia!o[Mlhic  Law.  ' 

.  To  promote  the  best  interests  of  Medical  EducitioQ  atiJ  of  Homoeopathy  itself,  bv 
ag  the  standard  of  our  ScboDta ;  ^od  by  advocating  pure  HahnemaiiniiuiisiD. 
,  I  To  e>tablish  and  confirm  ill  the  Homaopathie  Faith,  its  enligfilened  and  intelligen 
s,  by  making  thiim  better  oeqnarnted  with  the  prinoipUs  and  the  pftctieo  " 
■nee  and  our  Art.  ' 

tbneiDaiuiJan  Monthly  will  secure  for  the  benelit  of  the  Ptofesaiaii  and  of  the  com- 
ucb  valubable  material  in  elucidation  a!  the  Materia  Medioa,  whi4:h  might  othenrise 
Ivibly  lost.   ' 

ent  Medical  Litoralure  of  tbe  day.  Homtcopathic  and  Allopathic,  will  be  oarefnlly 
U'lhe  readers  of  the  Monthly  may  ha»o_the  bancfii  of  ererylbing  new  ami  important 
llnal  Science. 

fottanl  Medical  and  Scientific  ^Vorta  will  be  reviewed ;  and  every  eSbrt  made  lo  lawlet 
Ujr  in  the  highest  degree  praclically  useful  to  the  Profesnoii. 
^g  freedom  of  diseuasion  essential  to  liio  development  ot  the  truth,  we  ahall  eichtde 
liilcle  beeause  it  may  not  accord  with  our  own  iriews;  tacli  writer  being  alone 
!e  for  his  own  Articles. 


ihnemannian  Monthly  will  be  pubtishe.l  in  Oc 
ilar  in  sixe  and  general  appearance  to  the  An 
3,  invariably  in  advance.    CanimuniealionH  ti 


ivo  form  ;  each  number  to  contain  iS  , 
irican  HomiBopatliic  Review, 
be  addressed  to 


/.  H.  P.  FROST,  M.  D.,  f.  O.  Box  897,  Fkiladelphia,  Pa. 
,  Correspondence  and  Btchange  Journals  lo  b«  aiblre««ed  lo 

AD.  LIPPE.  M.  D.,  1204  Widnut  Street,  PhUadeiphia,  Fa. 

•Hahnemannian  Monthly."   Vol,  I.,  and  "American  lloniceopathio   Observer,"  for  ( 
plied  for  (4.G0,  if  paid  in  alliance  lo 

•    DR.  K.'A.L0D0Bt,16B  IVoodmard  Armue,  VetroU. 


CLEVELAND  ELECTRICAL  MANUFAC 


cfl 


MANDFlCttntBlEs    OF 

Dr.  Young'i  Electro-Thermal Bafhifig  Ajiparatuf.,  10  Uiclunz 
29  uW31  Pro&pcct  slfect,  Cleveland,  Ok' 

We  reipentfiiUy  eolicit  the  Attention  of  physicians  t«  tlie  merits  ot' 
ELBCTRO-TK£aMAL  BATES,  for  the  tientment  of  disease  by  the  *ppS 
tioD  of  electricity — as  the  remedial  agdnt — through  the  medium  of  warm  wil 

They  Lave  been  ju  suocessful  operation  In  the  Electi'o •Thermal  Bath  Cl 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  ihe  last  five  jeura,  where  electricity  has  boeti  the  ipN 
a^i>nf  for  the  cnre  of  diseaae,  and  nbundaitt  proof  has  accumalateil  ofllj 
adaptability  to  nil  forms  of  disense. 

They  were  patented  by  Dr.  J.  Youag,  May  14,  1861,  and  June  28,  M 
and  are  ainee  being  recommended  and  adopted  by  all  those  pbyaioiana  iflu>tll 
investigated  their  principles  and  observed  their  eifects. 

The  cffecta  that  we  are  enabled  to  produce,  which  render  our  sppantsil 
only  one  for  the  jterfect  application  of  oleotricity  to  the  human  Byatein,  oiji 
briefly  stated  as  follows  :  ' 

1.  By  the  peculiar  ooostmction  of  the  battery  (Hill's  B.e8erTair)udl 
Electro-Magnetio  Helix,  we  can  use  the  lurgest  quantity  current  requtrtd,* 
the  least  possible  intensity,  and  vise  versa. 

2.  By  the  Compound  Current  and  Fole-Ciiangcr  we  can  oUaago  itisbuiCn 
ousiy  from  one  cnrrent  lo  another— ns  from  the  primary  (whicli  is  atn  mm 
tioDul)  to  tbc  $econdary^-or  to  change  the  polarity  uf  elthet'  current  in  use  (1*1 

3.  By  means  of  tho  non-conducting  bath-tub,  with  ita  movable  anduljt 
able  electrodes,  nc  can  so  localize  or  generalize  the  Ueatmeot  ae  to  ni^^ 
effect  any  part  of  the  organisin,  internal  or  external,  or  the  entire  systcihi 
will.     AJso,  _  I 

4.  To  BO  reinforce  either  the  positive  or  the  negative  electrodes  asta^ 
oentrate'a  powerful  positive  or  negative  treatment  without  its  correspenS 
opposite.  ' 

5.  To  produce  at  vill  either  a  tonic  or  sedatiyo  effect,  or  to  adraiiuitef  | 
trcatmont  wiUioat  disturbing  the  general  tenor  or  equilibrium  of  the  duM 
forces. 

6.  The  eleotrieul  currents,  instcxid  of  being  harsh,  shocking  nnd  unpk«1 
are  mild,  f^cntlc  and  goothiifg;  producing  the  mdst  pleasant  and  laxurioaih 
in  the  world,  while  at  the  satne  time  they  penetrate  the  inmost  or^aniBaLlj 
ccptihly  to  the  sense  of  tbe  patient.  In  short,  we  have  supreme  control  Olj 
eleptrical  currents  in  all  that  pertains  to  their  prophylactical  or  tlieropeBD 
adaptation. 

\Vc  are  permitted  to  refer  to  the  following  gentlemen  conoeriking  oar  <{ 
rntus : 
D.  W-  RoQtiBs.'M.  D..  ineotro-Therroa!  Bath  Cure,  Coldwater,  Mich. 

D.  C.  Powers,  M.  D.,  Coldwater.  Mich.  -m  ' 
Db.  Oeo.  Bdchheb,                     "                     •'           Syracuse,  N.  *» 

E,  Tbork.  M.  D.,  '■  "  Quincy,  III,        " 
Justin  Haves,  M.  D.,  Medical  Inatitate,  Chicago,  111. 
E,  A.  H[LL,  M,  D.,  Prof,  of  Electro-Telegraphing,  Bryant  k    Strall 

inercial  College,  Chicago,  111. 
Drs.  TnowBRinoE  &  Chenmoweth,  Decatur,  111. 
J.  B.  CcRTis,  M.  D., 
Dk.  L.  W.  Cark,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Drs.  Allsr  &  Ites,  ElaaUo*Theimal  Bath  Cure,  TiikUff*,  11)^ 


